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A N . 

Univerfal Hiftoiy, 

FROM THE 

Earlieft Account of 7-tfrie. . 



BOO K i. 


The Asiatic Hifto?y to the Time of 

Alexander die Gr^at. « 

*■ 

CHAR VIL SECT. VIII. 

fhe MiQory of the Jews under the Judges ; or t 
from the Death of Jofhua, to Saul their firjt 
King. • 

T HIS degenerated epoch is prefaced by die fncred 
hiitorian, in more places than one, with^ivords to 
this effect ; In thofe days there was no 7 lug in Ifrael j 
but every man did what was good in his oiun eyes ; and is in- 
deed filled with little elfe than the mod ho r *i 1 apoftafies and 
idolatries on the lfra elites fide, and with the molt fevere pu- 
nifliments inflidted on them by Gon on the other ; to fay 
nothing of fome tranfadtions mentioned in the five kit 
chapters of that book ; though, in point of time, belong- 
ing rather to the beginning of it, during the time of ns 

J3 2 anarchy 



■ fhe Hijtory of tbfyjem. B.lt : 

ifcarchy and coiifufton 5 which plainly prove them tojmtq 
|Unk into the moft {hameful degree of irreligion antfoe ^ 1 
gravity. Who fucceeded Jojbua as head of the Ifraelitijb 
nation, the text no- where informs us ; and it is moft like- 
ly, thatfthey fell into a kind of ariftocracy, in which the 
heads oft every tribe were the governors- of them : but, 
thefe chofe one from aniongft them to command 
over the reft, is what cannot be affirmed with any cer- 
tainty ; only J of ephtis intimates as if Qthniel had been 
thefirftfjudge, though the facred peitman feems to give 
t?rit5^our to his father-in-law Caleb the then chief of the 
houfe c^' J uclah , from whom it palled afterwards to that 
wirffiy foV in-law, as the feejuel will {hew. 

Jufel i W e Iv^rA obferved already, that, at the death of JoJhua 9 
war. a great part C{ Canaan remained ftill unconqu^red, fo that 
Vearof they could rftj! v without purfuing their conqueft, fecure 
the flood the ^hat they had.* The tribe of Judah was 

9 ° 5 * appointed Ty\h{^wf cle to begin the war \ Calebs the fon 

Bef. Chr. 0 f J e pbunneb % faints ijprjiis bravery and faithfulnefs, in 
*443- \\e report he ma4eV>f* rqelan’d of Canaan *, was head of 
that tribe, and engaged of Simeon , with which his 
own was interwoven, tojoin forc<& with him againft the 
king of Bezck b . We have feen elfewhere the fate of that 
infolent petty prince c. As for Caleb, he fet himfelf im- 
mediately about the conqueft of Jerufalem , which Jlhd 
retaken by the Jrfmfites from the tribe of Benjamin , 
and fuon afteB^k and burnt it to the ground ; the be- 
fieged retiring into the fortrefs of Zion After this, he 
turned his for es towaid the fouth, againft the cities of 
Hebron , or Kirjatb~arba , and Debir , called alfo Kirjath- 
fepber , which were then inhabited by the gigantic fons of 
Jnak. Thefe had been formerly promifed to him by Mofes> 
as a reward of his faithfulnefs, and yielded to him accord- 
ingly by Jojhua , a little before his death c . Caleb, •however, 
who was then above fourfeore and five years of age* tho ? 
ftill ftrong and vigorous, thought it prudent not to exhauft 
his ftrength too far in the fiegeof thofe ftrong places, and 
therefore proofed his daughter rfcbfah as a reward to the 
man that too* Kirjatb-fepher and .it was not long before 
it was gained typdJthniel, a man of valour, and of his own 

1 Vid. Num. xiii. 6, & 30. xiv. 6, & alib. b Jud. 1 . 4, 
fc fcqq. € Vid. vol, ii. p. 208. d Judg. i. 8. * Jofil, 

iv.i^&feqq, 
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family (A), whofe condu& and bravery, upon this occa- 
fion, raifea him fooh after to the dignity of judge. 

Whilst Caleb, and his new ion-in-law, were em- 
ployed in enlarging their inheritance, the other tribes were 
doing the fame in their feveral lots 3 but wholly flegle&ed 
the exprefs order of their lawgiver, and, inftead ofjpxtirpa- 
ting them, contented themfelves with laying them under 
tribute : this proved the fource of all their misfortunes, 
and of thofe many ilaveries that enfued : for theopprcfled 
Canaanites did, at^eaft in appearance, fo patient) - '/ 
to their yoke, that they became lefs cautious, and;Wcc by 
degrees fo far enfnared with the beauty of the*/ *vojn£\, 
as to contract affinities with them. Thefe un 1 appy inter- 
marriages foon reconciled them to the worPup of 

(A) The text calls him the rcafonably*’ pp^>fc, that Ca - 
Ion of Kena%, brother to Ca- leb and fhii-cou- 

lib [ i) ; fo that it is not eafy Yin% wlncj* the original doth 
to determine, whether he^or - e^5 •brothers ; in wludj 
his father, was Caleb's bro cafe Ot r itU and AJ>fah mig.Yt 
ther. The Septuagint and tav fully marry. bt. AnJUn? 
Vulgate have taken it fh the atid :-fter him Vatablus y affirm 
firit fenfe ; but it is plain, he Othmel to have been, not only 
was not his brother by the fa- a great warnor, but aHo a 
th&r's fide, becaufe the one is learned doctor of the la^ (2), 
called the fon of 'ephunnch, and and fo doubly eager for tthe 
the other the fon of Kenaz, : conqucil of • ^JiLice which \\ ai, 
neither can they be fuppoled to the feat of learning at that 
be uterine brothers; becaufe, time (3). The Jtivs tell us 
in fuch a cafe, the law of Mofes wonders of the beauty of Ca - 
would not have permitted the leb ’s daughter. However, her 
one t® lyve given his daugh- hufband vv.u not fo well iatif- 
ter to the other. The dilpa- lied with her and her portion, 
rity of a$*e is another* proof of but lie prevailed upon her to 
it : Caleb was then above 85 fue for an addition to it ; which 
years of age ; Otbniel there- (lie acccidingly did ; and, upon 
fore mult be fuppofed much her complaining of fhedfought 
younger, to have married his and barrennels of#the fouth 
daughter, who was an heirefs. high lands, which her father 
Neither could he have married had given her, (lie obtained 
her, if his father Kena% had thofe of the valleys beneath, 
been Caleb's brother ; becaufe which were better witered, 
the marriage of an aunt is like- and confequently more fertile, 
wife forbidden by the Mofaic This happened in Jojhua's time 
law* It is therefore more (4). 

(j) ypfh* XV. 17. Judg. i. 13. ( 2 ) V\d. Vat all. in loc. ( l) V. f* 

fo* wi xj* pag. 486, fub not , (4) Vide JoJh , fcjf Jud» ubi Jup. 

B 3 ’ , Jjiaroth , 
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j/fftarotb, and Other gods of Canaan , and provoked Gob to 
forfake them, which gave their enemieaan opportunity of re* 
gaining their Ebertie$,and of opprefling them in their turns. 

It was during this time of apoitafy and confufion, 
that Mhaby a wealthy man, of the tribe of Ephraim , S* 
fuppofeJ to have eredted that idol in his houfe, which was 
foon after taken from him by the Danites , and fet up at 
Dan (A). The ftory, giving us a lively idea of the moiw 
ftrous abfurdities of the religion of thofc times, and of the 
degeneracy of the Ifraehtes , who could fo foon give into 
them.: lannot well be omitted. 

The fton felt a remorfe for having wronged a covetous 

ef Mig&.and fupemkious mother of 1 ioo pieces of lilver, for which 
Year of fly* Jud befftiwed fome fevere curfesupon him. She con- 
the flood ccived fuch ^ at his reftoring them to her, that fhe re- 
93^* folved to con w- a te the greateft part of it to what fhe 
Bef. Chr. ca ]i ec [ a religions & % fc, fuch as might -prove an equivalent 
*4 12 - bleffing to ,him for* the curfes he had extotted from her. 
^^^^Accordingly, filver, fhe and her fon 

pt i chafed twO i(T6iV, one molten, and the other carved ; 
‘and, with the reft, built^i chapel fo fet them up in, to- 
gether with fome Uraphim 9 which they had, in all likeli- 
hood, already in the houfe h . To this they added an 
ephod, or prieftly garment, with which Micah inftaljgd 
his fthi to the pneftly office of his new gods. Soon after, 
**r/oung indigi^> f Levite , wandering that way, was hired, 
as a more proper perfon for that office, than his own fon. 

Micah thought hnnfelf highly blefled ; and that no- 
thing could hinder him from the favour of God* ; when 
the Danites , who found themfelves too ftreightened in 

( » 

h De his vide vol. in. p. 282, (B y \ * Jud. xvii. paff. vide ver. ult* 

(A) The ftory of it is in- have contented themfelves with 
deed related at the end of the the idols of the Canaanites t 
book *of fhe Judges ; from without fetting up any of their 
whence fc*ne have concluded, own. Micah was the firft we 
that it happened after Samfon's read of that took it into his 
death (1) ; whim others place head to outdo them, not only 
it about the latter end of Jo - by ere&ing this, but by con* 
Jbua's${t{2)',b\it thefargreater fecrating an apartment of hit 
part, between Caleb's death, houfe to it, and procuring a 
and OthnieP s being chofen wandering Levitt to officiate 
judge (3). Till that time, the to it. 
idolatrous Jfraelites feem to 

f 1) Vtdc Seder Uolam , Saar. & at. $n ter. ( 2 ) Mafiut, dtLjr* 

Rifrr. fef aU ( 3 ; Fide Com. a Lapid . Gr;f, UJJer, Minjt. Calm t. & aU 

their 
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their own tribe, fent out fome fpies to feek for a new 
habitation. Thefe chanced to come that way ; and, hav* 
ing confulted the Levite about the fuccefs of their jour* 
ney, and received a favourable anfwer, went direQly to 
Laijh, a confiderable town, whofe rich inhabitants, like 
tholb of Zidon 9 lived in a carelefs fecurity, without ma- 
giftrates, foldiery, or ftrehgth. They returned,* ^nd ac- 

S tainted their tribe with the joyful news ; upon which 
e Danttes of Zorah and EJhtaol atmed 600 of their 
men ; and thefe, With their five (pies at their head, march- 
ed immediately toward Laijh . In their way, th» fpies ac- 
quainted them with MtcaV s having a young he nte there, 
named Jonathan , the fon of Gerjhom , from v nofe mouth 
they had received a promife of fuccefs in th a expedition. 

' ThsDanites , therefore, inftead of reproving Mu ih for 
hisapoftafy, entered by main force, tooh * vay the idols, 
teraphim , and ephod ^ and forced theyoup' pi left to go along 
with them to Laijh. MicahJoWovroJ them, and made 
loud complaints, that they had^dJh^l.him of all that was 
valuable in life k ; all the anfwei tney him. was, tMt 
his outcries might Coft him h ^ life, and th\t it was 'hi? 
fafeft way to go hoitie quietly. They foon arrived at 
Ztiijhy took and deftroyed it, with its inhabitants ; and, 
having built a new city, and called it Dan , after the name 
df their progenitor *, they fet up their idols the^, and 
retained young Jonathan and his fons to Jje then pitfdts. 

The Septuagint , Vulgate , and fome J?~*Jh rabbies, call 
him the grandfon of Mofes ; but the original, the grand- 
fon of Manajfeb As for the idol, the text fays, that 
It continued there till the captivity of the land ; and, what 
that means, we have fhewn in a former note 11 . 

OuftiNG thefe years of anarchy, the inhabitants of^ bloody 
Gibeah in the tribe of Benjamin were guilty of fo horrid wa m r 
a breaclf of hofpitality towards a wandering Levite , as£ tfi r T . 
proved the caufe of much bloodfhed, and was like to have 1 "^ 
occafioned the ruin of that whole tribe. Th ^Levite was ^ g 00( j 
bringing his eloped concubine home, and war come to 
that place towards fun- fet. After he had waited fome g c £ 
time in vain for fomebody to lodge him that night, an ,^ 0 g # 
eld man, coming from his work, who was a fojourner 
there, at laft invited him to his houfe. They had fcarce 
refrefhed themfelves, when a band of profligate young fel- 
fews furrounded the houfe, and, in a tumultuous man- 
fcer^demanded the ftranger to be facrificed to their brutifh 
* J*»dg. xviii. 24. 1 De hoc vid. vol.ii. p. 457, & (T)* 

* xxiii. 30, Vol. iii. p. 239,&f«q. & (QJ. 
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kft, which they made no difficulty to express in the pw^>< 
eft terms. This gives one reafon to believe, that itty&ft tm% 
unufuil thing among them. The Levitt found Oo way of; 
faving himfelf, but by delivering up his cqfacubine to thorn ; 
and, on ihe next morning, found her dead at the thrc- 
fhold of the door, whether of fliame, or of the grievous 
abufe fhe* had fuffered that night. It was in vain to com-* 
plain of this cruelty in fuch an abandoned place ; ha 
took, therefore, the dead body with him, and brought it to 
his own houfe ; where he divided it into twelve pieces, and 
fent onelof them to each tribe, with an account of the 
occafionii it. The furprifed tribes aflembled from all 
par{s#of 7 fiat l to Mizpch , to the number of 400,000 
fighting mu\; and theie the Levite gave them a farther 
account of the injury, but cunningly concealed his cow- 
ardice, in fu<^i£cmg her to his own fafety n . The whole 
people had feared „eaid his ftory out, when they rofe up 
as one man, an}; revived nqt to return to their refpeftive 
homes, till hadVtf^jfho.1 the authors of that unheard- 
a^a&ion fetofty ; and fent deputies to 

(hV heads of fie tribe of Benjamin , to demand the deli- 
very of the profligate Gibeathites : but that haughty tribe* 
inflead of complying with their requeft, armed 25000 of 
their beft warnors, befides 700 of the inhabitants of G 7 - 
beah , to go out againft them. This unexpe&ed ftubbori* 
nek made .hem vow to take a fuller revenge on the tribe 
* o f Benjamin. TX J icy confulted the Lord, which of the 
tribes Ihould go agamft them ; and were anfwered, by the 
mouth of Phtneas , the then high-prieft, that "Judah 
fhould go full. 1 hey gave them battle accordingly on the 
next morning, not doubting of a complete viftory ; but 
it pioved quite otherwife ; for Judah was repulfed, With 
the lofs of 22,000 men. They were again repulfed, with 
almoft the fame lofs, in a fecond onfet ; but, upon ap- 
plying to God with fading and prayer, they obtained at 
length.a favourable anlwer j and the high-prieft promifed 
them, th^j the Lord would, on the next onfet, deliver 
the B&ijamite s into their hands. This anfwer infpired 
them with frefh courage and policy $ upon which a ftrata- 
gem was put in execution, which had its defired effect. 
They divided them fclves into three bodies, one of which 
Ihould lie in ambufh, and be ready to enter in, and fet fire 
to the city, as foon as the men were fallied out ; ‘another 
body was to make a fham affault, on purpofe to draw tjbffli# 

n Jud. xx. 5, Sc feqq. 

out 
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out Of the place in purfuit of them ; whilft the third and 
tiftblbcftly lay concealed in the neighbourhood of Baal - 
aind ready to fall upon them. The children of 
Benjamin gave eaffty into the fnare 5 and, finding them- 
felves unwarily furprifed in their purfuit by the main bed*', 
were thinking to retreat into the town ; when, upon 
turning themfelves about, they faw it all in flames , and 
tfere fo difheartened at the fight, that they were all cut 
off, to the number of 25,000. About fix hundred faved 
tbemfelves by flight, and went and foitified themfclvcs 
upon the tops of the rocks of Rimmon , and th^r. abode 
four months, that is, till they were called down by the 
other tribes in an amicable manner. 1 • 

This victory did only whet the fury of the other tubes, 
which did not cool till they lind burnt down all theft ci- 
ties and villages, and killed all the ml? 1 Tits, with ut 
diftm&ion ; and made, ai they thougly/ $n uTtci end o t 
that unfortunate tribe. It swas then-* lifted, th»t they 
began to reflect, with ft me rc*?rntr v f yx>n wfiat they had 
done, and to bewail thuu Jois of one o s -bribes 
went up to Shiloh again , and, having be\i in ormtd,' 
that the fix hundred, %ho were tfc iped fiointhe (laugh 
ter, were ftill upon the rocks of Rmivnon , they inticated 
God todire&them how to recall them peiu ibi) , and t > 
rdftore the loft tube b) thur means. Th'rc #%letd 
one mam impediment to it , namely, a r c a ? ITthe\ fci * 
made at Mizpeh, that none of thun f.^tild ji e then 
daughters to any of that tube. 7 he oath, bung unlawful 
in itfelf, might have been dillolved by the lngh-prieft, who 
was there prefent ; but, whether thur confuencc was be- 
come more tender, they bethought thcmfclvts of another 
expedient, which would anfwer thur end, tho’itw s fearcc- 
]y fo juftifiable as the breach of futh an onh v ould have 
been, thc^ they had had no Pbinehas to hue abfol/cd them 
from it. 7 hey caufed a ftridt fcaich t ) be made in then 
unufter-rolls, whether any of the tribes had failed ft> ctftne to 
the camp at Mizpeb ; and found, that the inb4>itant> ot 
Jabejb-gilead , belonging to the hah-tribc of ALnaffch , 
on the other fide "Jordan, had not coil.., to the general 
affembly. One would expedl thcrcfoie, that, as they 
bad baa no (hare in the oath with the other tribes, thtv 
wpuld only have obliged them to fuinifti thole h\ hundu d 

C n with wives; but they went a more cmd ww to 
rk, and fent twelve thoufand aimed men, with oidcrs 
to deftroy all the inhabitants of the pi ice, except the \ li- 
ghts. Thefc foon went and cue ited this blood v com- 
mand, 
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tnand, and brought four hundred virgins captive which 
were given to as many of the remaining men of Benjamin* 
There were ftill two hundred unprovided for, and no more 
towns to be condemned to the fete of Jabejk $ however, 
rather than break their oaths for their fakes, they be- 
thought themfelves of a way of evading it, by giving them 
leave to take that by force, which they thought not lawful 
to give them of their own accord. The men took their ad- 
vice, and lay perdu in the vineyards about Shiloh ; and, 
when the young damfels came out of it with tabrets and 
dances, from fome folemn feaft, as is fuppofed, every 
man feized upon one of them, and took them home, 

« whiltt the reft of the tribes returned alfo every man to his 
habitation °. Thefe 600 men foon reftored the loft tribe 
to it 5 > former valour and ftrength, which ever after conti- 
nued attached ik that of Judah 9 and gave the fecond judge 
and firft kifig t (B). * 

QthnieJ, The firft fwCery which* f fj\cir defection brought upon 
th e firji them, was - unJ'T , jfoath'jm, king of mefopota * 
judge / * who hdl'tlta’ii in fubjc£tion about eight years; at 

‘the end of which, the warlike Othniel found means tb 

v 7 4 

l 0 Jud. xix. & xx. per tot. 


(P* -Py thefe two in (lances, 
tb& *cadcr may ^tidee into what 
degree of degenmey the whole 
nation was fallen, in that little 
interval between the death of 
Caleb , and that of his fon-in- 
law’s being chofen judge. W hat 
is ftill more furpriftng is, that 
the prefence of one good man in 
authority fhould be able to put 
a flop to fuch a vehement pro- 
penfity to idolatry, which, im- 
mediately after his death, could 
not be contained within any 
bounds, but broke out like a 
torrent with double force. Yet 
this was the cafe of the Ifrael - 
ites 9 during all the time of 
their judge * ; the fame that 
delivered them fiom thraldom, 
freed them alfo from idolatry ; 


and he was no fooner dead/ 
than their innocence and obe- 
dience were at an end, though 
their peace and happinefs were 
fure to end with it : thus every 
epoch isonlyanalternatefuccef- 
fion of finning and repentance, 
of fervitude and deliverance, 
What thofe nations were which 
they fuffered to Iiv$ amongft 
them, and by whom they 
were fo often corrupted, en*» 
flaved, and delivered from by 
turns, we have already feen 
in the hiftory of Canaan (4), to 
which we lhall refer the reader 
once for all, to avoid, as much 
as the feries of this hiftory 
will permit, ail unnecefiary 
repetitions. 


' teife 


(4, yje fup, zqK z£. p ac9* 
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raife an army again# him, with which he gained a fignal Y&rfC 
*i£tory, and freed Ifrad from the yoke of that potent the 
prince. The text gives us nd further account of that 94$* # ^ 
war, which could not but be much to the Hebrew gene- Chr. 
raps honour, confidering the ftrength of his cnAny. All HQS* 
that it adds is, that his fuccefs obtained them a peace, which 
hfted forty years $ that is, till the death of their judge 
and deliverer P. This victory happened about thirty- « 

eight years after Jo/hua's death ; as for that of Otbnid> it 
is not eafy to fix it 9. 

Soon after it, they fell again under fervitude totheEhud, 
Moabites ; and, at the end of eighteen years, Ehu4 rtizwfecond 
fecond judge, who was of the tribe of Benjamin ^ being/R^r. 
deputed to carry the yearly tribute to Eglon their f king, Year of 
freed them, by the death of that prince, wjiom he pri- the flood 
vately ftabbed, whilft he/was deliverings prefended mef- *023* 
fage from God to him ; ami, having undifeovered,^- Chr. 

blew the trumpet, and raifeJM fufforient army, with which 1 3 2 5* 
he ihook off the Moatiii/h yokc>;anV£:jcured his people 
another forty years peace r . V • 

Shamgar, their jhird judge, delivered them from $hamgar 
fome fmall oppreflion which they fuffered fr|)m tfye Phi - t fo r j 9 

UJHnes. The text gives us no further particulars abouty#^.. 
hjm, than that he flew fix hundred of them with an ox- Year of 
goad, or, as the Latin and Greek verfions rend^r*ff,^ith the flood 
a plough(hare s (B). How long he jud Ifrael y is not 1/344. 
to be determined : he was fucceedcd by * Bef. Chr. 

P Jud. iii. 8 , Sc feqq. * Vide annal. Usher fub a. m. 

2599. r Jud. iii. 12, & feqq. See vol. ii. p. 1 34. * Jud. iii. 

ver. ult. See vol. ii. p. 1 33, 8 c feqq. Ibid. p. 23 1. 


♦ * * 

(B) The word is “tobp 
tnalmad fyabakar, which flgnr 
£es any tnftrument by which 
oxen are broke to labour. We 
fhall take notice in the fequel, 
that the Phtliftines were more 
careful than any other nation 
to ftrip the Jews of all their 
Weapons of war, whenever they 
’had them in fubje&ion ; and if 
tfois was the cafe at prefent,it is 
I fey that expreffion means 
mky fuch ruflical inftrumente 
M he and his men could lay 
their hands on* But as the 


text mentions nothing of any 
previous fervitude, it is pro- 
bable, that the deliverance here 
fpoken of, was only from fome 
incurflon of the Phmjlines, per- 
haps in ploughing-nme, when 
they thought they might be 
more eafily furprifed, but in 
which they were repulfed with 
lots, by the vigilance and 
bravery of their then judge. 
The reader may fee what we 
have faid farther on this head, 
in a former volume {5). 


(s) ml a.* 
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The 
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orah. The prophetefs Deborah, Coon after the fmart of |i 
hb . fourth fervitude, worfe and longer than any of the three 
fudge ♦ former, had brought them to a fenfe of their fins and 
Year of ingratitude, lfrael was for every market j and, as ready 
thp flood as tlicySvere to fell themfelves to fome new crimes, fo 
^1263. w s providence to fell them to new lords. The text 
Bef. ^h**- takes not j ce that, after the death of their judge, they fell 
k 1285. into new crimes ; and God, to punifh them Tor it, raifed 
up a more powerful adverfary againft them, Jabin king 
of Canaan , whofe ftrength, befides a numerous army, 
a.nd a valiant general, con lifted in an incredible number of 
irOiychaiiots *, whereby he held them in fevere fubjeflion 
twenty years : yet, when their cries and repentance had 
obtained a promife of a fpeedy deliverance, left they fhould 
arrogate to themfelves any (hare in the glory of their fu- 
ture vi&or^,' t 'fcowomen are chofen to be the main inftru^ 
ments of it, a^y vjael completes what Deborah had con- 
certed ; anjl IfSrakf the'Mad of tenthoufand men, dif- 
^comfitcd l^^Jmeroii<!army, though ftrength- 

trn*d with nine^Tmhdred chariots of iron u; and the land 
'of lfrael , fy>m a difmul lolitude began to refume its 
former fertility and fplendor. We have given an account 
of this iairpus action in a former chapter *f , which gave 
oc cation to that noble long of deliverance, which Deborah 
coi^b^imniediatc.y after it, and which procured them 
a ixipite of fas^y years x . 


The ungrateful lfraelites , having by that time forgot 
this fignal dilivciancc, were plagued with a frefh bondage, 
and which, compared with that under Jabin , might be 
called freedom. Undci the Lift, Deborah was allowed to 
judge lfrael in the face of the fun ; but now they a^e not 
only without judge, hut even without habitation,* except 
what they are fuiccd to feek for among the clefts and ca- 
verns of the locks; and, if they find time and convenience 
to fow, thur enemies pour in upon them, and reap the 
fruit *of Aieir labours y . Under this miserable bondage 
they wer£ groaning, when God firft fent a prophet, to 
convince them how jtiftly they fuftered this hard Midian'ttifi 
bondage z ; after which he made choice of a proper perfon 
to undertake their deliverance. Gideon was privately threfh- 
ing his corn, to fave it from becoming a prey either to* 

ft 
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'O.VlI. to the pbyTowfa Jj^’ 

Midim ox Amalek , when* the. angel of Lord faluted ! 
him with the title of the valiant faviour of his people, and ^ 
convinced him by repeated miracles, that Ifrael , whom 
he now looked upon as forfaken by God, fhould be fpeedi- 
ly and miraculoufly reftored to their wifihed-for freedom, 
by bis means. Gideon , on the one hand, was too ex- Gideon, 
perienced a warrior, and too well acquainted with the Year of 
dejefled cbndition of his nation, to think that fuch a deli- the Hood 
verancecould be wrought by an arm of flefti ; and, on the 1 103- 
other, he was fo far from expeChng fuch a fupeinatural E c f. 
affiftance, that he feemed even to doubt of the truth of I2 4 C J* 
of all thofe wonders, which God ha.d^jrc'tought in favour 
of them*. At length, to confirm his wavering faith,, he 
obtained leave of the heavenly meflfenger to go and -fetch a 1 
facrifice, and to offer it at his feet ; which he had no Soon- 
er done, but, upon the angel’s touching >t with the end 
of his ftaff, a iniracu/ous' fire arofe o»,L of the rock on 
which it was laid, and coiffymcd th&wfr'k facrificc ; im- 
mediately after whichjvthe ai.j p l out*of his fight. 

Gideon was filled with'furpi ize and dr'w 1 ?t the thou<jhi3 
of the Divine Prefence, which he had beho’d : but Goi> 
was pleafed to diffipat^his feais ; in memory Lf which, he 
reared an altar upon the place, and called lit Jebovab- 
(halom b . * 

#On that very night, the Lord commanded Jky to 
begin his heaven-appointed tafk with the de^ruffioxi okthe 
altar and grove of Baal , the fatal four A />f IfraeV s de- 
fection and punifhment ; and to expiate their crime by 
the facrifice of a bullock of feven years, in the place 
where they had ferved that Midianitijh deity. Gideon 
was not only eager to obey, but fet about it that very 
nighf,*by the help of ten of his fervants, whom he called 
to the work. On the next morning the whole city came 
to foajbis houfe, and, in an infolent manner, demanded 
that he fhould deliver up his fon to be put tojdeath, for 
hisfacrilege againft Baal but the grave old manlfboii made 
them fenuble of their abfurd zeal for an impofcnt deity, 
which could not defend his altar and honour agninft his 
fon, who got the furnamc of Jkrubbaal by it, that is, Let 
Baal look to him f elf* 

. \ He was foon after aflured, by a repeated miracle, of 
fining, with ag handful of men, a complete victory over 
combined armies of the enemy 5 for God, who de- 

; Spgned to take away all occafion, borh from them and the 

* Judg vi. 13. k Ver. 24. 
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u fit fltfory tke Jews E,f;' 

ungrateful Jews , to attribute the fucccfs to their number 
or valour, commanded Gideon to make a proclamation 
through his army, and to diiband all that were faint- 
hearted ; upon which, 22000 of his daftardly troops were 
immediately difmifled. Gideon by this time thought, pro- 
bably, that his army was fufficiently reduced ; when he 
was again commanded to lead it to the water fide, and 
there feparate thofe, who went down upon their knees tp 
drink, from thofe who lapped the water out of the hollow 
of their hand. There were found buj three hundred of 
the latter, and God promifed him the vi&ory by them, 
artfi ordered thr to be fent away. We have already 
given an account of his ftratagem and fucccfs againft the 
confederate army, by which the Ifiaelites gained, with 
theinfreedem, an immenfe quantity of the richeft fpoi) c , 
to which wg refer our readers. 

Gideon, ref&ving to make the beft advantage of this 
victory, fummoft Several trib^ to puifue the enemy, and 
to fecure the fords o i^etjyvarab and Jordan ; and the 
cowardly 22005*^*10 <*^ed not took the enemy in the 
/aefe, began r5w to take courage, when they law them 
flying, and purfue them one w*y, whilft himfelf, and 
his 300 meij, went after another party flying another way. 
Thefe laft fpafled Jordan-, and, by that time Gideon 
and Ip men were come to Suecotk , they found themfeln^S 
fo {far*,! tired, that he was forced to fend to demand 
fome refrefhm^it for them out of that city, that he might 
continue his purfuit after the princes of Midian t Zeba 
and Zalwunna ; but he had the mortification to be denied 
by the inhabitants, who fent him word, that it would be 
time enough for him to exa& fuch a fupply of provifion, 
when he brought thofe two princes prifoners with* him. 
Gideon contented himfelf, for the prefent, with threaten- 
ing to punifh the infolent Succolhites in the feve r eft man- 
ner ; and .continued his journey with his men, faint as 
they ^ere? till he came to Penuel , where he again fent 
the famev?ieflage, and received the fame repulfe, that he 
had done at Succoth. Whether the defire of revenge, or 
his hearing that the two princes, be was in purfuit of, 
were m the neighbourhood of Korkor with 15000 men,’ 
theooor remains of an army of 120,000, infpired him with 
frefii vigour, he flopped not his pace till he was come up- 
on them unawares, and had fecured the tWo princes, and 
iouted the reft of their men. 


Iff 


c See before, vol. ii. p. 1 59, Sc feqq* 



Ill th^ mean time the Mpbraimitee hadovertaken and* 
RM Qrfb and Zeeb, two other princes of Midian, ahd 
brought their heads to Gideon , as he was returning from’ 
j torkor with his two royal prifoners ; and, whether their 
fucceft had made them arrogant, or whether they envied 
their judge’s glory, they accofted him with an <nfolent 
demand. Why he had not fummoned their tribe to the 
war againft Midian ? Gideon , inftead of repreffing their 
ill-timed arrogance, contented himfelf at prefent with 
jextolling their atchievement above his own, telling them, 
that the gleanings of Ephraim's laurels vaftly outweighed 
the vintage of his own tribe c ; and, having pacified th^ji 
with this foothing anfwer, went to difcjjsjrge his^efentAent 
againft thofe who had more richly jieferved it, the cities 
of Succoth and Penuel, In his way to Succoth , he met 
with a youth of that place, who gave him the names of 
feventy-feven of its chipf magiftrates and Slders ; and 
when he was entered intc^he city, a £Uf Jbavirtg reproved 
the inhabitants for their infol^ce, he caufed thofe 

feventy-feven men to {undergo a^'ev^te cnrre&ion, as a 
determent to the reft ; and at the fame tim«, he commanded* 
thofe of Penuel to be all put to the fwor f, and their 1 
tower to be demolilheTl to the ground f . fc\‘e then exa- 
mined his two prifoners, Zeba and ZalmunnJL codcern- 
ine; fome men whom they had (lain at mount Tabor j and, 
unclerftanding, by the description they gave of th$3&Vtfhat 
they were his own brethren, he fet afide thought^ of 
tnercy towards them, and put them todeathv>n the Ipotg. 

Th,£ I/raeUtes 9 being thus delivered from their cruel 
flavery, and loaden with the fpoils of their enemies, be- 
gan to think they could not lhew their gratitude to their 
brave m deliverer, nor fecure their new-gotten freedom, 
more effectually, than by offering to fettle the fupreme 
j&uthority upon him and his pofterity ; and Gideon , who 
had threelfcore and ten fons by feveral wives, might eafily 
have been tempted to accept it, had he not heel fo lately 
convinced, that their greateft fecurity chiefly jdepfnded 
upon their obedience to their Divine Proteflor : Tie there- 
fore advife4 them not to put their confidence in their own 
ftrength, or in their general’s valour, but in God $ and 
to .make fure of his protection, by a ftriCter obedience to 
ifejs laws* But be foon fullied his glory, by an aClion no 
gjrgys anfwerabie to that piety and modefty he had Ihewn 


* 
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•x-4^ of 'foe J«ws • 

in his refufal, by afkifrg of mew, m an acfcnowlegement 
cfVis late fervices, what golden ear-rings they had got" 
from their enemies ; fo that a garment, being fpread upon 
the ground, was prefently covered with thofe ornaments/ 
amounting to x 700 Ihekels, or 850 ounces of gold, be- 
fides cotlars, chains, and other ornaments of the fame 
metal (F), and fome purple and other coftly garments, 
of which they had (tripped the confederate princes. With 
thefe the JewiJh general caufed an ephod, or, as molt in- 
terpreters think, nn idol, or perhaps rather a trophy, to be 
made, which he fet up in his own cif^“ Ophrah ; and the 
ti'jadds, that J- proved a fnare both to him, and to his 
bdnjij bctf^ f? it me the oc caftan of a now kind of ido~ 
^lutYy to the Ifraelites/ As for Gideon , he returned to his 
own friheiitance, and judged Ifrael forty years, during 
which none of their enemies dared to moleft them ; 
and, as to the Alftiianites, they Received fo tOwal an over- 
throw from that they iiever made any attempt 

Year of againft Ifrael flam tV 't time- ^ Gideon died in a good old 
the flood age, and was b’ljricd nis anegftors (H) ; but the If* 
n 1 2. ^aditesy whonrf fie left in a peaceful and flourifhingcon- 
Bef.Chrifl d dition, forgetting both God and him in a very little time, 
1236 . adopted Baalim y and other new gods, and repayed Gide- 
* -Y—'Jon’s fervicesj with the blackeft ingratitude. He had left. 


(F^Vc^vd not wonder at this 
great quantity r golden plun- 
der, if we remember, that all 
thofe caftcrn nations were fond 
of fuch ornaments ; and that 
the Midianitcsy in paiticular, 
not only wore them them- 
ielves, but decked the necks of 
their camels with them, of 
which they brought vail droves 
into the (16). 

(Hi Git \ eon , being alfo fur- 
named J^ubbaal, is fuppofed 
to be the Jeromhal whom San - 
choniatho makes prieft of the 
god Jao: But that author's 
work isnowfo univerfally cried 
doWn, as written on pur- 
pofe to diferedit the facred 


books of the Jews, that we 
fhall lay no other ftrefs upon 
this conje&ure, than that it 
proves, that the author, who* 
ever he was, had got fome 
knowlege of the JewiJh wri- 
tings, and did intermix their 
hiftory with the antiquities 
and fables of the Phoenicians 
(1 7 )- 

Jerullaal is by David called 
Jet uhojheth (18), becaufe, by 
that time, Baals name was 
had in fuch horror by th zjews> 
that, in all the names that end- 
ed with it, they fnbfiituted 
that of Bojbeth, which fignifies 
fhame ; a sr Ijb-bojbeth for 
baal 9 and the like. 


Jit) Vid. Jud . vM. 1 £? {up. w/. ii. p. 1 59, & feat (tn)De Satttbon. w/. 
Jmt. Vandal* Dupw biblut . ext. Dodwell dijferu Fabric, bibl. Grae, Cumber* 
hpi, £? journal dr 'hemux } Jan, 17 T4 . £gf W. (i$) % $am t xi. 21. 
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tl Vtf. to tk BabyionH& tifyftotty. 

befides his other children by h’s wives, a natural fon h£ 
a concubine h ; and he it was who Succeeded his father^ 
bv the moft horrid treachery, even by the deflruftion of 
bis whole race, * 

His name was AbhmUchy a man of a bale %nd in-Abime* 
triguing genius, full of ambition and cruelty. The firftlech’j u- 
ftep be took, after his fathers death, was to go to infpire/*i/«//*r 
the Shecbemites with fome ftrange jealoufies againft th e add cruel* 
(bns of Gideon . He was ipclfcd To far from being able to (y. 
bribe them with gifts, that he wanted to be afiifted by 
them with money ; and therefore artfully afked them at 
firft, whether they thought it better t Qmibi d g 

one matter, or feventy, and whethej^ weremore «fqf 
the inteteft of the Sbechemitcs to hswe their city, oje that 
of Ophrahy to be the feat of the fupreme judge r By thefe 
and fuch-like infmuarions, he obtained from them a fum 
of feventy fhtkels of gohUoUt of the treafury.of Baal* 
berith (I), with which he\iied a nu^Av* of profligate 
fellows, capable of the *vickea \ v 4 cm, iprize, and led them 
.direfltlyto Ophrahy w)Ae, haying furpfi^u his brethren, 
the feventy funs of Gideony he murdered them all, exccpc 
the youngeft, upon tbe.fpot. This uhnaturai parricide, 
which ought to have made him abhorred by all: wh<* had 
the leaft grateful remembrance of Gideony brought all this 
Shg'bemiteSy and thofe of Milloy into his inteicft, who 
went and proclaimed him king, in fome confpu^^rplkt 
of the plain of Sbrcbem (K), in hop.-s thai^ul the reft 
of the nation would follow their example. * - — 

hi 


h Judg vili. ad fin, 


(l) We have formerly fpoken 
of this •deity (20), and Hull 
only add from the hiflory be- 
fore us, tha ^Baal berith might 
fignify the god that prefided 
over contra&s, covenants, and 
oaths, and pumfhed the break- 
ers pf them. It is certain, 
that the binding the former by 
the latter, was not only a very 
anticot cuftom, but alfo the 
gveateft fccurity that could oe 
infixed upon by the parties; 
winch could only be owing to 
the received notion, that the 
Deity, which was fo folemnly 


called as a witnefs to them, was 
bound m jullice to punikh the 
breach pf them. Hence came 
the Jupiter the wuitnefs , or the 
faithful \ of the Gmit and Re t 
mans. I 

(K) The Hebrewu^ntlsito 
the word ahrt, here ufed, a 
plain, inftead of an oak ; and 
we find, that there was both an 
oak, and a ftatue or monument ; 
and that the latter was erefted 
by Jofhua, a little before his 
death, in memory of the new 
covenant, which the Ifratlim 
had made with Go» at tha$ 


(to) Sit vil, U. p\ 126, &*fe fj. & mtu 
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..tf the Hiftory of tie- Jews $.1; 

r In, the interim Jotbam , the only furviving fon of Gideon, . 
took that opportunity to get upon mount Gerizzim , which 
wjts near the place of this tumultuous affembly ; and, being 
within their hearing, and out of their reach, made ttfe 
of thtf following pathetic apologue, to diffuade them from 
their rafh and unjuft enterprize * : The trees , once upon a 
time, ajfembled to make choice of a king : they offered theft 
dignity to the olive-tree, which anfwered , that it could by 
no means divejl itfelf of its oil and fatnefs, fo acceptable 
to God and men, to reign over them f they then invited the 
^fig-tree* which alfo refufed them , on account of its 
u\nrf ,: ttief*[ne, being applied to, preferred her juice, 

, which affords gtact\ffs to gods and men , to the empire over 
them . At length, tire bramble, being invited to accept of 
that dignity, anfwered , that, if they really meant to make 
him king Over them , they Jhould come and jhelter them] elves 
under its * Jbadow y if not , letj.fr e come out of the bramble, 
and devour ffi *cA\ys of k Lp^anon. 

His ddiign was* pk’.nbr^o infurfuate, that the happinefe 
of a private life was fo far preferable to the cares that 
attend on 'the fupreme authority, that the perfon, who 
exchange^ the one for the other, muft either do it from 
a generous defite of ferving his country, or from a bafe 
one to eitflave it. Some interpreters fuppofe, that by the 
the fig-tree, and the vine, he alluded to Othikiei, 
nd Gideon, who were with difficulty prevailed 
upon to acce^L of the dignity of judge, and refufed to 
Lave it intailed bn their potterity k ; but, whether it be fo 
or not, it is plain, from his own application, that the 
bramble alluded to the traitor Abimelecb, who was fo far 
from being able to protebt the Shechemites, that he muft 

« 1 

1 Judg. iac. ver. 7. ad 21. k N. de Lyr. & al. 
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place (2fi ] ; fo that the ilory mites, it is fuppofed to have 
feems ti be thus circumltan- been all the kindred of Abi* 
tiauy forded, to aggravate melech\ mother, whom Jofe - 
the crime of the Shechemites , phus calls Drama (zz) } and 
in chiding fo remarkable and Millo himfelf is fuppofed to 
facred a fpot of ground, to be have been her father.' Thi 
thefeene of their treacherous Septuagint and Vulgate , ren* 
affembly, and unlawful elec- der it tfrecity of Millo i but we 
tion. do not read of any city of 

As for the houfe of Millo, that name in all the land of 
Much joined with the Shock* falefiiwc. 

(»*} »xiv. e* (as) 1 dnt, /, v. #. 9. 
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cm w . , _ „ 

imavoidebly pw the occafion of a bloody way, whicft^ 
like a eonlumiog fire, wpuid end in their utter ruin : For % 
added he, I appeal to you y whether year choice of Abime- 
lech, preferably to any of the fans of Gideon, your late 
bentfafior and deliverer , be either grateful or ji/ft ; or 
rather , indeed , whether the murdering of all hit children , 
for the fake of the fon of a jlave y be not an injlance of thq 
bbckejl cruelty and ingratitude ? if you think it is not y / 
wijh you joy of your new king, and him of his new dignity $ 
but y if it ts y may Improve a curfe to Shechem and Mijlo, 
and you to him (L). .j; 

AFTgR this bold and fcvere fpeecjv 'jotrMfLft 
Beer y a city in the tube of Judah, Jtot far frcni r^ebufy 
or Jerufalem y where he continuer all the time of'fiis 
reign, which, accoidmg to hib prediction, proved Ubth 
thorny and fhort-lived 5 for, befides his mortification, in 
not being ackpowleged any of the tiibes,»the text 
fays, that God caufcd a fpib'jt pf jealrytfj^*! *h e fowu be- 

is more palpable than the vj- 
nity of the Greeks , who boaft 
themfe yes the authors of it, 
when it v\ as in a greater per- 
fection among thel^Wr, be- 
fore they were civili zed f\oxj\ 
the loweft degreeafr^ora\-e 
and barbarity ever they 
raifed it to, after they -hud mSLSm 
rived to the greateft pitch of 
polite learning ; an evident 
proof of which we have not 
only in this fpeech of Jotham 9 
but in that excellent one, by 
which the prophet Nathan 
mndtiDavtd pronounce a fevere 
fentence againfl. himfclf, fox a 
crime, which it would Jhave 
been dangerous fo as taj 
have mentioned in any other 
way (23). We find it alfo fre- 
quently ufed, not by prophets 
only, but by courtiers, politi- 
cians, and foldiers (24), in the 
Old Teftament ? and by oar 
Saviour in the New/. 


(L) We cannot forbear *ob- 
ferying here, that this is the 
firft mftance we have of •this 
way of fpeaking by parables. 

We do not, indeed, take upon 
us^o attribute the invention of 
it to the Hebrews , bpcaufe we 
do not know how far they 
might have been ufed by other 
nations, fince Mefes takes no- 
tice of thofe who recorded 
the overthrow of Sihott, and 
#f his metropolis, in proverbs, 
and Balaam uttering his pro- 
phecies in fome fuch proverbial 
fpeeches (2%). But if we may 
judge of them by the fbort 
ipecimen he has given us of 
them, they will appear vafily 
inferior in elegance and energy 
to this of Jotham , and others, 

Which were ufed by the Jews; 
fp that thefe may be juftly faid, 
tt teaft, to haye been the im- 
provers of this parabolic way. 
mt f be that as it will, nothing 

(22) Vide Hum, xxii. 27 , & ftqq. xx/ib 7, fig? feqq, (23) 2 Sat 
*, (? 4 ) It id. XlY, I, feqq, 1 King} XX* 38, & feqq. 
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^lAbime-yftfween the Sbechemites and him, which ended in a full 

• Jech, J§#refolution to expiate their folly by his death. But G<s^ 
judge/ \ fuffered him to efcape for the prefent, that he might 

if 5 * a j fl^<> rt Jy become the inftrument of a more fevere ebaftife- 
the flqod ment againft them. Goal , informed of the hatred which 
IkVri *^ey conce * ve d againft their new-made king, came to 
mf. Chr. shahem, with a full defign to blow it into an open rup- 

* ■ ture * but Z ebuly whom Abimelech had intrufted with the 

government 0 f that city, a fit fervant for fuch a matter, 
failed not to acquaint him with it* whilft, in outward 
^opear^^^e^^fided with Gaal and his party. At length, 
Ts^-ral mitrings on both fides, upon Abimelech’ s 
jfntWng the towii^the frighted inhabitants retired info 
the 'temple of BaaPberith , as into a fan&uary, where 
they were foon made fcnfible, to their coft, what a god 
they had ^preferred to that o£ Ifrael. Abimelech com- 
manded U patfj.of men to fp^low his fteps into the next 
wood, w£e<? ev&q one;- ,tfter hjs example, cut down a 
bough of a tree, imd/fiavring piled "them round the temple, 
?nd fet fire to them, they were all fmothered to death, 
being about a thoufand men and women. He then caufed 
the city and tower to be razed t6 the ground, and to be 
ftre&ed with fait ; and thus was the firft part of Jotham’ s 
prophecy ’fulfilled, and the fire from the bramble burnt up 
*4r**iKt °f Lebanon. *' 

* The if \vt part followed foon after, and Abimelech , 
fluflied witlrhis fuccefs, marched againft Thebex , a city 
6Y Judah, which had alfo taken up arms againft him, 
and there met wi*h an ignominious death, where he ex- 
pected a new conqueft. The citizens, repulfed by his 
vi&orious troops, retired into a tower, where he thought 
to have burnt them alive, when a woman flung down a 
ftone, which, lighting upon his head, delivered her people 
from his fury. Abimelech , finding death approaching, and 
being nf ore afhamed of the hand that gave it, than of his 
ow Vi p^ricides and tyranny, chofe rather to die a fecond 
death, chan to fall by the hands of a woman, and com- 
manded his fervant Zebul to difpatch him, which he im* 
mediately did k Abimelech was the only one that ufurped 
and abufed that dignity, which he held about three years ; 
after which God made choice of a more worthy one t* 
fucceed him* 

1 Judg. ix, per tel. 
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C. VII. to #&B(ibyloriifli Captivity. 

Tola, the fon of Puab 9 the fon of Dodo 
the tribe of IJfacbar . The text mentions nothing par-y$j 
ticularly of him, except that he dwelt at Shamir upon /4 
mounp Ephraim, where he was buried, after he hadjudged 
Ifrael twenty-three years m . 

He was fucceeded by Jair> a wealthy man, of that^| 
part of the tribe of Manajfeh which dwelt on the other ** 

[ide Jordan , and pofieffed a vaft territory in the land of R . 
Gilead , in which were thirty cities, which he gave to his ^ . 
thirty fons $ whence they were called Havoth , or ham- * 2, °“ 
lets of Jair n . He judged Ifrael t we n m 
was buried in the city of Camon in t^iamc la^d\ 'f*u,e 
text adds, as a then mark of their^/lealth and greiWa^ 
that they all rod upon affes colts $ which is likewife^b- 
ferved of feveral others in the fame book 9 

The ungrateful Ifraeli{e^ returned, foon after, to their 
idolatry, and even multiped the nuir/4|& of tlieir gods, 
which brought a fifth, thrafdofn up theiit qf eighteen 
years under the PbiliJJ^nes and jonrr&Kites. Here they 
had recourfe again to prayer and repentance ; but th*y 
were bid to go and cry to thofe deities they had adopted, 
for deliverance. This # anfwci, and the prefilng djmger 
they were in from the Ammomtes , who had already pafled 
the Jordan , and were going to fall upon Judah and Ben - 
jdthin P, obliged them to put away all their ftrjpg* g^ds, 
and to ferve the Lord in earneft ; up^n - 4 ^hjch Go d 
was pleafed to give them a promife, that tftcy tWdd^hjg, 
fpeedily delivered. They aflemblcd at Mizpeh , to flop 
the career of the children of Ammon \ but as God had 


not now nominated a judge or genera], as at other times, 
they were forced to fend an invitation to the valiant 
Jephtbah to accept of the command, and, with it, of 
the place of judge or general during his life. 

• jEPHrtiAH was the fon of Gilead , but by a concubine, Jephthah. 
for which reafon he had been thruft out by his ether bre- 
thren, and forced to retire into the land of &KN), 

where 


m Jud. x. 1, 2. n Ibid. ver. 3. vid. & Num. xxxii. 41. 
Deut. iii. 14. p Vid Judg. v. 10. p Ibid. x. 9. 

{N) This land is on the inhabitants 7 ‘obinians, or Tu* 
moft northern part of Manaf binians , in the firft and iecond 
feh\ lot, oh the other fi dejor- books of the Maccabees ( 34 ). 
dan. It is called Toby, and its As for Jephtbah' s brethren dri* 
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"^where he became chief of a band of fugitives ahd idle 
perfons, and figrmlii&ed himfelf more by his valour tftdil 
by his honefty ; he therefoie received (heir meflage With 
fome miftrufl, and did not accept of their offered dignity* 
Year cf ^ lt ^ as con ®l' me d to him by an oath As foob as nt 
the flobd had put himfelf at their head, he ftnt an expbftulatory 
1 160I meffage to the Ammonites r ; but, findihg them more bent 
Bef.Chriftupon conqueft than parly, he ran over the land of <?/- 
,ii?S. had and Manajjeh 5 and, having got a fufficicnt army* 
marched dire<ftly againft them. Before he ventured to 
^iyv^jpjther his fear or fuperftition put a ftrangfc 
+ajh n to/fc^head , to make a vow, that, if GoO 

but blefs lim^with an intire viftory, he would fa- 
crifice to him the full living creature that came out of 
his houfe to meet him at his return j and this inconfider- 
ate promi/e robbed him at onpe of the glory and pleafure 
bf the ehfuinp^ftion. Th dfAmmonttes were indeed to- 
tally defe^t^C amSythe Israelites Jaden with their fpoil ; 
but his daughter^ yfrgin, and his only child, and, if wo 
jyiay credit the Jews , a perfon of exquifite beauty and 
virtue, proved the unhappy victim of his rafli vow. The 
welcome news of her father’s fuccefs had brought het out, 
at the hepd of a company of maidens, to congratulate 
him, with timbrels, and dances, and other expreflions of 
fo that (he proved the unhappy obje& u$on 
which he Iteft £is eyes, and which he had vowed to de- 
Jtru&io-^ As loon as he faw her, he rent his cloaths, 
and difclofed the fecrct to her with moll lively expreflionu 
of grief. She heard it with a conftancy, which one would 
haidly have expe£led in a perfon of her tender years ; and 
oftly begged for a refpitc of two months, during^ which 
file would retire with fome of her companions ‘into the 
mountains, to bewail her virginity. Her requeft being 
granted, (he abfented hcrfclf during that fhort fp ace, and, 
at the ekd of it, returned to her father, who did to her 
accordhy* to his vow <3 j that is, according to the gene* 

*Ubid. xi. lo, r Vidi fup. vol. ii. p. 143. « Judg. xi. per tot; 

Ving him out of the inherit- fmee Abraham's time* and wafc 
ance, he could not juflly com- founded on the command which 
pkin of it, becaufe it had God gave him, to caft out thd 
paffed into a conftant law ever fon of the concubine (35). 


rality 


(35) "Gen. xxi. ro, & fap 
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rility of Jttptjh and Chriftiari interpreters >, he offered^ 
her up for a burnt- offering : from which came that cuftoinS 
mentioned in the text, for the daughters *of Ifrael to go 
yearly to lament yephthab ’ s daughter four days in a year* ; 
or, according to others, he confecrated her to Gq*, and 
condemned her to perpetual virginity $ *fo that thofe yearly 
Yifits were paid to her, as compliments of condolence 
for it, as (he was the daughter of an Ifraelitijh judge 1 (O). 

This 


r Joseph, antiq. l.w>c. 9. Rabbin, fer. omn. Chald. paraph. 

J onath. in loc. Just. Mart. Ambros. de off. 1 . iii. c. 12V 
Iieron. cont. Jovinian. lib. i. & alib. Au cu;/ 'A}u* 
xlix. Chrys, homil. xiv. ad pop. Antioch** AiEonoRfc^qt&ft. 
in Judic. xi. Serar. Sauan. Gene*/rari>. Cajet. 
mult. vid. & Luo. Capel. & D. Calmit. differtat. de jrot. 
Jeph. • Judic. xi. ver. ult 1 Pagein. Arj. Mont an. 
Tremel. Munst. Drus.^jioi. N. de’Lyr. Sc ^ al. in loc. 
1.E Scen. effay on a new vert: ch. 7. *# 

• Jr m 


(O) It will be fcaj-cely 
doubted, that the fable ofHhe' 
facrifice of lphtgenia had its 
birth From thh ; efpecirily jf 
we remember, that the taking 
of Troy happened in Jephtbah ' s 
tijgie. There is indeed this 
difference, that feme of the 
wifer heathen authors who 
relate it, have introduced the 
goddefs Diana interpofing her- 
felf, to prevent fo horrid a fa- 
crifice being offered to her ; 
*<whilft the tar greater part of 
the Je&s, even Jofephus , Philo, 
and the Chaldee paraphraft, ac- 
knowlegot Jepbthah to have 
been fuffered by God, by the 
high*prieft, and the whole 
people, to offer the fruit of his 
own body, an innocent young 
virgin, an only child, and a 
dear and dutiful one, the foie 
ofcjeft of his prefent comfort 
and future hopes, in a burnt- 


offeri tg i*mo theToRD, who 
had JJroften declared his utter 
abhorrence again# all fuch # a- 
bominations, and reje&ed the 
Canaanites upon that very ac- 
count. However^as what has 
been uiged on both fides of 
the queilion, is to 

give our re^de.f even a (hort 
abilrad of it, &e 
fer tiKm to thole learned mo- 
del ns who have written on that 
fubjed (36), while we content 
ourfelves with j unifying the 
latter fcnfc, as far as the origi- 
nal will bear us out in it, in 
order to abfolve the Hebrew 
judge from fo horrid and un« 
natural a facrificei whpn the 
text exprefly fays,^ptne Spi- 
rit of God came upon him 
about the time when he made 
this vow (37) $ rather than to 
fanfy, with fome of the fa- 
thers (38), that God fuffered 


(36) Vid. Pa?nin. Montan . Mvnfi, Vatabl. Dtuf. Glut. Cleric, De 1 \r, 
Marian, CaptU^Marjham. Canon AZgypt. feec. ix. §. 3. Saubert . de J.mJic, 
c, % 1. St/bed, de dm German, lib. 11. & al. mult. (j> n ) 7 U ^ • -9* 

( Vid. int , al, Cbryjojl, homil. ad pop, Antioch, xiv. yvjlin, Mm, c £le- 
oaoret qu. in Jndu. xx. 

C 4 him 
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Tttfs dcr r* bright viflpry v a? like to have proved fatal 
toliim from another quarter. Ho was fcarce rctnmed to 

hit 

him tcf offer tip his daughter Loro, and Jhrd, tf thm Jbdk 
in the ftridteft ienfe,* to deter without fail deliver the chiN 
men for the future from making dren of Ammon into my hands* 
any fuch ralh vows. What it Jhall he, that whatfoever 
has milled all the antient fathers someth forth of the doors of my 
is, that the Septuagint and V ul- houfe , /§ meet me, when I re* 
\gate render the words of Jeph- turn in peace, — , Jhall fwrely be 
gte&i ^^^m^cometh forth the LordV* or / will offer it 
*ElS*et 0 f, in the%&afculine 5 up for a burnt-ofering* — And 
had faid, whoever, Jephthah came to Mizpeh to 
pr wliat perfon foever, cometh his houfe, and his daughter 
forth > whereas the original is came out to meet him with tim * 
here undeterminate. Again, byls and dances , and fin was 
they did hot ki^vv that the yw only child.— And, when he 
particle 1 <va j^Tn a y x v proper- 'faw her, he rent his cloaths, 
iy enough taken ,fci fiie dif- and faid, Alas, my daughier ! 
jundtive fenfe, or, inii id of 4 / ho a haft brought me very low, 
the conjunctive, and. This is thou art eneoftbefe that trouble 
what lome judicious critics, vie ;• for l have opened my mouth 
both (Jews and Chrijlians , have unto the Lord, and / cannot go 
fince clearly (hewn to be the back. — And fife faid unto him, 
right fignification, both here If thou haft opened thy mopth 
(39). So that to the Lord, do to me accord • 
jephtha/f, ^^or^s fhould be ing to thy vow— only, let this 
Jhall furely be the thing be done for me ; let me go x 
LOrd’j, or (not and) 1 will and bewail my virginity two 
offer it up for a burnt -offering ; months. — ■ And it came topafs 
that is, if it be a human crea- at the end of two months, that 
ture, he or fhe (hall be con- fife returned to her father, who 
fecrated to the fervice of God, did with her according to his 
as fome fort of Nazar enes vow, and Jhe never knew man 1 
were (40)5 or* if a beaft, it (that \%,Jhe continued a virgin). 
(hall be effered up for a burnt- And it became a ftatute or cu- 
offerijg, tf it be fit for it, or, ftom in Ifrael* that the da ugh- 
if not^lrl exchanged for art- ten of Ifrael came four days in 
other that is fo. We think the year niDP>> lethanoth to 
therefore, with the learned men condole or converfe with the 
above-quoted, that the words daughter ^Jephthah. 
ought rather to have been Here then Jephtbab's vow 
rendered thus : Then the fpitit is taken in the fir ft fenfc, Jhall 
pf God came upon Jephthah— be the Lorp\t ; that is, the 
and he vowed a vow unto the vowed thing proving to be 

(3$) Vide jf. & Daif, Kimcbi, R. Levi, Ben Serf. Solom . Ben Mdecb, 
g? att&. CbrtJi.Jup, cuat, (40J Vide fup» p. 65, & Jeyq, 
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*bi§ own houfe, when the turbulent Epbrmmites furroutide^, 
Jt v and, in d tumultuous manner, threatened to fet it on 
£re, and to burn him and all he had, for having dared to 


-bis mh/ daughter, he confe- 
crated her to the fefvice of 
Gop. For this reafon it is 
added, uwa nyv wn* 
mnd Jhe did not knotou man $ that 
is, from that time to l^r death, 
for it would have been fuper- 
fluous to have added that cir- 
cumdance, if he had facrificed * 
her as foon as lhe came from 
bewailing her virginity. As 
/or the verb nan tbanah , which 
fo many verfious render to^*- 
nvail) were it capable of \;3 
other fignification, yet would 
it toot imply the bewailjng of 
her death, but her being^ir- 
demned to perpetual virginity, 
which was reckoned one of the 

f re&teft misfortunes that could 
appen to an Ifratlitijh maid. 
Bpt it is plain, that it fignifies 
alfo to condole, to converfe 
with, to declare, or extol. In 
this lad fenfe, the reader will 
find it ufed in the fame book, 
that. v. mr. 1 1 . where it is 
(aid, that they IMV jithanu^ 
lhall rehearfe or extol the 
rightdoos ads of the Lord. 
So that here the Ifraelitijh 
maids might go, either to con- 
dole her for being fecluded 
from man, or to extol her 
piefjr and con (fancy in ratify- 
ing her fether’s vow. 

* There are but two things 
objedled agaihft this fenfe of the 
text : the fird is, that the Mo- 
faic law did not allow parents 
% power to oblige their chil- 
dren to a Angle life, But, be- 


fides that the argument is much 
fironger againft their power of 
facriiicing them to the flames, 
we find, that the children* 
when of age, might confent*to 
the vow $ and this feems to 
the reafon why the text a 32 y 
that (he realty 

But it i strain, mc^? 'veffi^Jt 
parent nad a very grea'^g^, 
to im*pofe fevere and grating 
laws, not only on their* chil- 
dren, but, alfo oS their pode- 
rity ; as wl^cn the*fon of Re - 
tbab fo^Vfct <il! Jiis defeendants 
the dunking of wRie, dwelling 
in harffes," and the like (43). • 

/The next thing that is ^b-t 
jetted is, that the grief which 
Jephtbah exprefled at t]/e fight 
of his daughter, feems to im- 
ply fome heavier fate, than a 
bare doom to ^gi- 

nity. fiut^it Jtfglt to be re- 
mem bred, thaf he 
prived an only child, and ‘a 
dear one, of the created hap- 
pinefs of life; for fuch wag 
marriage, efpecially when 
blelfed with children, adeem- 
ed in Ifrael ; and himfelf of all 
hopes of any poderity. Where 
is then the wondiir, that he 
(houid ufe fuch exjrelfions of 
grief, when his od^^uld was 
condemned to fuch a reproach- 
ful and uncomfortable life, and 
himfelf excluded thereby from 
the profpeft of having the 
Messiah to come of his feed 
( 44 ) J 


(4s) Judg, xi. 36. viet. & Num. xjtx. pnjf, <*43 J Videjtrem. 

Hacxv. 6, fcqp • (44) Vuk L* Scene y £4 efay on a tout 'mj- «>• 7* §■ 9> 

engage 
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engage, *Jae Ammonites, without fummonlng them <o arms*/ 
pephth&h, who was of too rough a difpofition to fopth 
their pride with a flattering fpeech, upbraided them with 
their bafenefs, in not anfwering his fummons, and laying 
him to c bear the brunt of the enemy \ which ftuqglme&V 
fo to the quick, that they fcrupled pot, in the height of 
their refentment, to call the Gileadites a pack of fpur|ou$ 
fugitives, and mongrels between Ephraim and Manaffhh* 
A* bloody fight enfued, in which thofe of Ephraim Were 
djfcomfited with a groat lofs ; and thg Gileadites , having 
vfeized the fords of 'Jordan , fuffered none of thofe, who 
daughter, to live (A). 

-*7bssan. SJmah wSfiducceeded by Ihzan , whom the Jewijh 

Year o r will have to B^.he fame with Boaz , who married 

the flood Ruth the Moabitefs x , but without any foundation. This 
1166. was their temh judge, amative of Bethlehem ; but whether 
Bef. Chr. t b at w hi<^h belonged to the tribe of Zebulun or that 
11 82- which belonge&4fe T that of Judah , is not certain. He is 
only record ra for Hfe* numerous pofterity, namely, thirty 
fons, and as many* d: filters* W-hbm he lived to fee all 
married $ fo that he hau. s i2o fons and daughters, and fons 
and daughters-in-law, beudes grandchildren. Thjff. was 

* Ruth iv. 8, & feqq. Matth. i. 5. vide Munst. in Jud. *ii. g. 
y Jo(b. xix/15. f 

method was, to Jordan ; and, that he was bu- 
exanfl in cjdli that offered to crofs ried in (one, of) the cities of 
that river, whether they were Gilead (+5). This has given 
Ephraimites ; which was eafily birth to two Jeyoijb fables, 
iJone, by making them pro- very oppofite to one another ; 
Bounce the word shibboleth, the firft is, that he was fmut* 
which fignifies an ear of corn, ten with a fore difeafc, as a 
and which thofe of that tribe puniihment for flis impious 
were known to pronounce sib- vow, which rotted all his limbs 
soleth ufo that as many, as one after another; fo that 
were $augpt by that fnare, were there was hardly one city in 
smme&^vy knocked on the the land of Gilead , in which he 
hg&d ; and this unhappy con- did not drop one of them, 
tention occafioned the lofs of The other is, that the Gilea- 
42,000 Epbramites . As for dites, in memory of the great 
Jephthah, we read no more of deliverance they obtained by 
him, except that he judged him, difle&ed his body, that 
Ifrael fix years 5 by which is every city might have fome 
only meant, that part* of it part to keep as a monument 
which was on the other fide of of it (46). 


(4?) > 4 * *»• 7» 


( 46 ) Vlk Munjl. in he. 


looked 
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looked upon as a great blefling in Ifrael. He judged Fev«j 
years and was fucceeded by \ 

’ j£t0K> of the tribe of Ztbulun , who judged Ifrad ten g; 
yea<g|fc He was buried in Aijalon , in his own tribe, and 
fotcfe^ded by • 

AbDon, who was the fon of Hillel y of the tribe of Abdosr. 
Ephraim , ind native of Pirathon , in the mount of of* 

AmaUkita , in the fame tribe > where he was buried, 
having judged Ifrad eight years. VHe is recorded for msJj ^\9 * * 

humerous iflue, having left behiiii him forty Ifons Tl j 

thirty grandfohs, who rode on as riany affes colts, aft#r . 1 / 

the manner of the great men in ifrael b>(*6)/ ?; ' u ^ 


b Seventh nioi'.th Eli* 
[tie dignity of jutig# to - 


Tit IS fixth fluvery began abou 
Eli joined, in his own perfon, 
that of high pried c . He was of the family of Ithc&nar^ 
the younger branch ot Aaron ' s hflrrft, j f and thS high-prieft- 
hood had been tranflateVinto it fromjthe elder one of 
Eleuwtr {F). It is indeed fiurpriftr^V tbjtthe people 

* ^ Ihould 


Ihjff. vcr. it. 

r r i_ A 


* Jud. Xii. 8, & feqq, 3 Ij^cT vcr. it. b Ibid. flet-.t 
*3,14. c Vid. CJsser. ann. fub A. M. 2848. Mid the 

ehronolog. index at the end of oar Bibles, year bo form Chrift 
1256. ' . 


(B) Wc read of no flavery. 
War, or defe&ion, during the 
life of thefe three laft judges ; 
whether it were that the 
fwords of Gideon and Jepbthah 
had too far weakened their 
enemjes, or that their own 
valour* did both intimidate 
them, and kept the Ifraditts 
from ruifhing into thofe ido- 
latries which were attended 
with the Jofs of peace and li- 
berty. The latter feems in- 
deed the mod probable, be- 
taufe we find, that, after the 
death of the laft of thefe, they 
lelapfed, and fuffered an heavy 
yoke for forty years under tSke 
iPbilUline s (41). 

(r) This thraldom is com- 
puted by thechronologers cited 
. Judg* xiii* i> 

(43) * Cvrcn. yi. 4, 5, 


above, not to ! till 

feven months artel Eli's death, 
when the arlc w)fc\ 
back fromt^e land of the Phi- 
l i fine s. 

We have already fpoken, in 
another place (42), of this 
tranilation of the high*prieft* 
hood, from the eider to the 
younger branch of Aaron's far 
mily. We need dtoly take no- 
tice here, that tholgj^ve find 
no mention of anf^^ner high- 
prieft of the elder branch 
from Jo/hua to Samfon, that 
is, during 300 years, except 
Phinebas the fon of Eieazar ; 
yet the book of the Chrmides 
mentions (43) three others, 
namely, Abifliua, Bukki , and 
Vzzi ; called by Jofephus (44)^ 

(42) See before, W. iii. />. 7J. not. (RJ. 
(44) Ant, lib . v, c. utt . 

Abiezer, 
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^fliould have continued fo long free from defeflion during 
t the lives of their lay judges, and fall into idolatry under 
the government of an bigh-prieft. But Eli is particularly 
recorded for his indolence and remifTnefs, efpech^jy to- 
wards <his two Tons, whom he fuffered to run into the 
greateft excefles of debauchery and irreligion, to the great 
Randal of all Ifrael e . However, he was the only ruler 
dfibe Ifraelites had during this long thraldom ; and fcems to 
Jnhve been chofen by CfrOD, as the propereft judge for them 
W-thas-time ; for, a£ he was known* to be incapable of 
Undert aking jui y thinjt for their deliverance, he was the 
th\ir ufual confidence in an arm of 
flcj Ir, f to mak&Nallpm look up to heaven for relief* 

Acfcofflingly, when nji fever ity of their thraldom had 
brought thern to a better fenfe, God fent them a deli- 
verer, who^was aljtog^her wonderful from his conception 
to his deaih. •*/ 

Hb was toe^i.^culou^ fon of old age and barrennefe. 
Year of His birth afla proofs had been foretold by an angel, firft 
the flood# t 0 his mother, tlien v, 3 es> Manoah' his father, a native of 
11 93 * < Z 9 tah in the tribe of My/, with a ftrift charge to the 
nef. Chr. mot b^r, that (he fliould ab'Aain both from wine and ftrong 
,! 55 - drinks and from all unclean meats, during her pregnancy j 
and that no rafor fliould come on the child’s head all his 
life, ljecauje he was to be a Nazarite from his birt! ; 
Sa/fonf m ft £\ that was the name which his parents gave 
him ( Q)[ licgah to give fome early marks of extraordi- 
- 1 .« ■ nary 

^ i Sam.ii. I2,,& feqq. 


Samfon. 


Abiezer, Boccejas , and Ozies. 
It is uncertain how long any of 
them lived ; but by the dignity 
being tranferred to Eli, about 
the year before Christ 1156, 
it is reafouably fuppofed to 
haye ptfed from Uzzi to him, 
rather tlft?*'Trom his fon Me - 
raiefb, 

(QJ It is not eafy to dive 
into the etymon of this name ; 
that which comes neareft to it 
is Hill fomewhat forced, being 
derived from WOU/ JhemeJb the 
fun, and the feminine Syriac 


pronoun \ an their, their fun, 
which, as fome pretext, pro* 
gnofticated the rifing of the 
Hebrews, and fettiijg of the 
P hilifiines (45). Jojephus fays 
it fignifies rob u ft (46), a plain 
proof he knew nothing of He- 
brew 5 but we have oblerved 
more than once, that there is 
little credit to be given to fuch 
far-fetch'd etymologies. 

Our archbifhop UJher places 
Samfon'% birth in the fecond 
year of their thraldom ; and 
gives this fubflantial reafon for 


( 45 J Wd* vocabul, Hebr, & St, Philip . in vit, Samfon, ( 46 ) Ant, 

bb, v, c. xc. 

it. 
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nary courage and ftrength ; and the text fays, that the 
Spirit of the Lord began to move him at times in the 
camp of the Donitts , between Zcrab and EJhtaol f , the 
place of his abode* 

How he plagued the Philtjllnes during his twenty years 
government, and was at length betrayed into their hands 
by a treacherous harlot, fhorn, and bereaved of his ftrengtlv 
atV tyes, become the object of they 1 revenge^ 

and how, after near a year's miferaaoffervitudd^he bunel/ 
with himfelf, all the Philijline noblls, under th <f * uin»o f^ 
a magoificent ftru&ure ; we have Meen, in the hiftory 
that nation g. The text adds, thaf he defFrojia of » 

number of his enemies by his deati, than he had done VtT the flood 
his life-time ; and that his friendsj and relations, hiring *1171* 
of it, came and fetched his body away, and^buried ft inBe£ Chr* 
the fepulcre of his anceltors h * • 11 77* 

This extraordinary (laughter of the PhiliJU;*e nobility 
might have infpired the Ifraelit ^ with ^gurage to at- 
tempt the regaining their liberty, hadiJbt their*horrid wic- 
kednefs proved an invincibfc obfta dti to their fuccefs. Eli 0 
their judge was almoft an hundflra years old i ; and his ttvo* 
fons, Hophni and Pkitebas, who a died under him y took 

r Jud. xiii. paff. « See before, vol. ii. p. 534, & feqq. 

%Judg.xvi.30, 31. 1 1 Sam. iv. 15. 1 

it, that he is faid to have our chronofogers V>lace it in 
judged the Ifraelites twenty the time of Debar *1**^$'}* 
years (47), and that he can others, m\dsr Gideon; but the 
icarcely be fuppofed to have mod probable opinion is that 
entered into this office before which places it in the time of 
the 18th year of his age (48). Shamgar , the third judge, 

(R) *Jofepbus places the hi- about 1 20 years after Jojhu* 
ftory of Ruth after the death (52). 

of Sam/on (49), contrary to As for the book itfeif, it is 
the greater part of the Jews plain, it was .not Written be- 
(50), who think Boaz to have fore David's time,\bjfluufe he 
been the fame with Ibzan the is named in the y of 

soth judge of as we hinted Boaz (53), though the flory 

above, becaufe he was of Beth- appears to have happened in 
lebem, and that there is fome the time of fome one of tbe 
conformity in their names, judges, by the very firft verb 
But they are both palpably out of it* 
of all chronology. Some of 

( 4 - 7 ) *v, w* alt. (4S) Vii, UJJer . fvb A. M. 2849. (49) Ant * 

v * c.ii* (50) Targ. in Ruth, Talm, Hiertf. RR, Sal, Kimcb't t Levi, Ben 
David % Abr. Zac cut, % ah ($ t ) Toftat, Tremel. De lye . Gcncbr . & ah 

Ufer, ub. [up, (53) Ruth, r. ult. ver. ult , 

|fie 



fbt HiMy ef.tbt Jew* & j| 

the advantage of his extreme weakncfs, to commit the 
greateft abominations, The Scripture brands them with 
fome of the vileft characters ; fuch as, that they were. 
fins of Belial ; that they knew not the Lord ; that they 
committed fuch infamous irregularities in the fervice of 
the tabernacle , as caufed the people to abhor the offering of 
the Lord ; that they debauched the women that ajfembled at 
d° or rf theSirhgrnacle ; and that their crimes were very 
\^at i ; by* all whi^Mfone may eafily guefs to what ex- 

8 f^rickednefs a V^ople, fonaturaljy prone to it, muft 
run, under fucil profligate governors. Eli was not 
; aid yet, inftead of correft ing, or even 
ding, them, hevcoltented himfelf with giving them a 
gently reproof i and \aling them, not that their aCtions 
wer^ vile and abominable, but only that they were not 
good k . I^S'wonder^J&en, if fuch an expoftulation made 
lo little impreflion \>nthofe twp^rofligate young men (S). 

This remiffa*.^ in an high-prieft and a judge, was lb 
difpleafing<<\jbS%^that Ke lent a prophet to upbraid him 
, f with his ingratituJeVand to„jjj(luie him, that the h^gh- 
^ptiefthood (hould be tak^ri from his houfe ; that his two 
Tons fthould be cut off in One day 5 and that the furvivor* 
of hii\ family {hould pine away in the utmoft poverty and 
mifery*. This heavy fentence was again confirmed by 
God to y<;ung Samuel in a vifion, and by him related £o 

Eft X ^+L 1 S ^ 

Sa mu Il x was another child of age and barrennefs, obr 
the 0 prayers of his mother, dedicated to God 

1 1 Sam. ii. 1 2, & feqq. k Ibid. ver. 24. 1 Ibid. ver. 2 7. 

ad fin. 

(S) Were we to follow the dered becaufe, doth often fig- 
fenfe of our own and fomp nify, and ought, both here, 
Other vtrfions, we fhould be and in feveral other places (5^.), 
apt to attribute their incorri- to have been tranflated where- 
gibieittfe jb what is faid in the fore, or though ; fo that the 
*5 $ h w(U/©f the 2d chapter, fenfe will be, They did not 
Shot they hearkened not to the hearken to their father ; wbere- 
wit* *f their father , becaufe fore it pleafed the Loan to fay 
the Lord would Jlay them . them } or, they hearkened not 
Bat we beg leave, here to re- — though the Lo Rp threatened 
mind our readers, that the to Jlay thy* far their difobe- 
•onjun&ion O chi, which is ren- dience {$$). 

( 54^ Int . al Cat, viii. fti. Jerem, vii. io. Pf. lxxxviii. 19. (55) Vi 4 * 

9uxt0ff, lexic. Htbr. NM. emetrd. part . Heir. Amaru, rrarmat . tubr. 
Ajftsd. Vrrji. U Seen, fg * 1 , * * 

6 tqr 
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by a fokmn vow, and entered into his fervice at 
tbe age Of three years «*, As, he grew up, he was ap*- 
pointed to minifter to Eli in the hoiy fun&ions, girded 
with a linen ephod, and to open and (hut the doors of 
the tabernacle. One looming, before break of day, as he 
lay in his bed near Eli* s chamber, he heard himfelf called, 
three diftin£t times 
thejaft, EH\ finding fomething 
direfted youjig Samuel what an 
vine voice $ and it *vas then that 
the heavv judgments he had 
houfe. Samuel was fearful of dil 
port of the vifion, till ftri&ly 
by him ; after which he became 
the kingdom to the other, to be 

and to be eftablilhed judge in J/m<\ 11 (T). 

Not long after this,v*be Ifraefites \ being (epulfed in 
an attempt againft the Philijlines , wiri^JJjje lofs of 4000 
Inen, refolved to bring the arl^VLG^ into % ^ 5 heir Camp, 
in hopes, at leaft, that « ; .t would ft nee* a terror into theirs 
enemies, and infpire the people^vith more than ordinary* 
courage 5 but the confcquencer of this wild projed^ was, 

* 1 Sam. ii. iii. paff. 

(T) Samuel was of the tribe 
of Levi, of the branch of Ko- 
hath\ but becaufe he exercifed 
feveral prieftly funftions, fuch 
as anointing of Saul aid Da- 
vid, offering up facrifices even 
Ottt gi the tabernacle, his 
wearing a linen ephod, and be- 
ing named by the Pfalmifi with 
Mofes arid Aaron , the prieils 
of the Loap (56), fome an- 
tient fathers have thought him 
to have been of the race of 
dlaron, and to have performed 
the funfi^ion of high-prieft af- 
ter the death of Eli, and his 
two font (57).^ Jtftphusktm 
te hint fomethinglike it, when 
h* lays, that Saul knew him 

/&) Pf* *cix. 6, (57) Augtj&< in Pf* xcviii. font. Fauft* & alfk. 

Cbryjofl, Amir . ah vid. Mtndez in 1 Reg. ii. f 58 ) Ant , hi, vi. c. 15. 
( 59 } "id* Hi, v# u. (6o) I Cbron . vi. 12, & feqg, (bl ) 2 Sum. 

Ti. 14. (W rn int , *U a ##*1 i*. t, 

that 


n 1 Sam. iii. 1, & feqq* 

to be Samuel , hi ap- 

peared to the wit\h of Endar 
in a prieftly vtrft though 

he calls his father a plain Le~ 
wife, where he fpeaks of hit 
birth (59) ; but it appears 
from the Chronicles , that he 
was of the branch of Kahath p 
the fccond fon of Levi (60) $ 
and, as for his wearing an 
ephod, David did the fame 
(61); and Gideon, Mawah, 
Saul, Elijah, and Cn^Fs, who 
were neither priefts nor levitea, 
have facrificed upon particular 
occafions ; and fome prophets, 
and even their difdples, have 
anointed kings (62). 





th at they loft both the battle and the ark 0 , $9<l, f&ft WO 
fonsof Eli that bare it, their lives, all in ^ne day. The- 
old prieft, who waited with impatience to hear of the fucr 
cels of the battle, had feated himfejf on a bench in the 
highway to Skiloh y being under the greateft concern for the 
ark of God | and, as Toon as he heard the neyvs of i$ 


,'\2AUgfc 

shetli 


vhet*timAj/ fell in tramil upon receiving all thefe dreadful 
Views, and teftified tn^ excefs of her grief, by calling the 
Jhild (he was deliverad of Ichabod , to fignify, that the 
tony of Ifrael was mtparted ; and expired immediately 
% afterP(V). m Jl 

^hat befel the arl! of the covenant, and thofe that 
kept it capjJrtte, and i toeing fent back, we have already 
feenq. Itsi wonderland une*p?fcted return to Bethjhtmejb 
caufed an univettel^oy in all the people, who came croifdr 
ing from alKAe 'av^acenr 4 parts tofeaft their eyes with the 
% fight of it, »t bein^ hyen the time of haryeft. The ^ 
( wfc**re it flopped had iit ^ a large ftone, upon which the 
prielfo and levites offereeb up the, two milch kine, that 
brought it, for a burnt-offering. This was accompanied 
with feveral others, which the inhabitants of the place fa-* 
crificed thnre ; after which, the ark and trefpafs-offering 
Year of wey: dtpoL'ed upbn the fame ftone. But their joy was 
the flood foon afteif unhappily turned into mourning, through the 
1172. ^revetemie of th $ Bethjhemejhites y whom an imprudent 
Bef. Chr. curiofity indeed to took into the faerfd fymbol of the 
m 76. divine prefence 5 and for which fifty thoufand and fc- 

0 See before, vol. ii. p. 236. p 1 Sam. iv. to the end. 

* Ibid. p. 237. 


(V) Pbinebat left another 
£>n named Abitub , who is fup- 
pofed to have fucceeded his 


grandfather Eli in the high- 

J rieft’s OTfce, becaofe we find 
is ion Abiab in that dignity 
in Saul* s time <63) 5 from 
whom it pailed to Abimelecb 
his brother, who was killed by 
that jealous prince (64), and 
from him to his fon Abiathar , 
who was the laft of E/Ps race 


that enjoyed it. But, as to the 
government, it was given by 
God to Samuel \ a man of un* 
common zeal and courage^ 
and fit to reduce the Ifraelitn 
from their abominable defect 
tion and idolatry. 'IPhis was, 
indeed, what he applied him- 
felf to with good faced*, being 
feared and reverenced by *U 
Ifrael, who knew him to be 
the cbofen prophet of God, 


mi fyj' & fat* 


( 6y; 1 Sam, ziv. 3. 


ptiiiifhed ,wjth Immediate death (V). 
* ii«# mttyte ft^rghter ftouck fe# terror in^.them >( |hat 
t4% lent toll# inhabitants <xyCirj#tfy-j«frim % aefty in 

E "fifi|hibort|ii'Cffa of BttfyfewJbi and in the prihe of 
d^ftrifcg* Jhat they would fetch the ark away from 
pi ¥ f^hSc&thty accordingly did, and placed it in the 
houfeof one Abinadab^ which flood ojj^ajj^higheft pa/ iJ 
of the city, where it continued tilll~ 
about fevent^jears $ and confecratetJ 
%ar to be the keepef of it T J 

Samuel, who aded by this tirrj 
judge, took occafion, from the pe™ 

t y $ Sam. vi. per \>t. 



both *is prophdf * 

•** AflemUing f \ great 



(V) This is What Ours, a^d 
moil Other verfions, make tffe ' 
Original to fay ; for which 
we have not dared to 
from it, though t» c- 
own* with the learned Bochart , 
that we can neither concave 
how there Could be fuch a mul- 
titude of people in a village 
on the borders of Jzjiea, nor 
ho# it could be confident with 
the goodnefs of God, to make 
fuch a (laughter of thofe men, 
who came jv^h joy to receive 
the ark, fuppofing *fuch a 
number could really have all 
looked into it* 

But vk* beg leave to obferve 
here, that the original is ca- * 
palate of a twofold fenfe, be- 
tides this ill our veriion, both 
Whkih do greatly leffen that 
number, and remove the diffi- 
culty. The firft is that of Bo- 
- abd^e mentioned (6$ ), 
whe ftews, that it ought to 
haveb^n Rendered fifty men 
Itf a ihoufattd, inftead of fifty 
tjaottteod, that Is in all/feven* 
tr } oecaufc* as he obferves 
after $t. Jerm (66), 

Bisbjbmejh* Vi& % ( 


IrmunUc* 

Vc*, IV. 


{•$) ti btb&n. Dan. 


it isSidi*. « 2£J in th ^Hebrew 
to make the jjioufaifds go be- 
fore the i*./rv^\ bersWhen 
the^mri^up a total film, buf 
they r/pftantly be^m with the 
leffaf number, and end^^h 
the greater. Jafephus 1 has 
taken it in the feme fenfe*67), 
and reckons but feventy flain. 

The other fenfii is, that 
there were (lain H enty n *n 
baban^i Oi th * common 
people, and ura fptf CZTW'Dn, 
cbaMijlAAfr elepb ijb *, fifty of 
the heads, or captains of the 
people ; for the word 
iignifies alfo a leader, or cap- 
tun. This feems to have 
been the Opinion of Junius , 
though he has retraced it 
finer, or Tremeilius for him* 
to adheie^o the vulgaj^onc* 
but without giving ft *Jr rca- 
fon for his fo aoijog ,(6B). Ifl 
memory of the mourning 
which their death caufed ft* 
mong the people, the ftonc, 
or roCk, upon Which* the ark 
retted, when they looked into 
it, was called tOtt P~* then 
abeL, the ftone of mourning. 

ejjay enai&W 
ffi) Ant* /. ru c . a. 


0 


i-t li. 
6g) VtJ. 


ipultitudw 



rietiift^dftbe Je#s ‘ fc?i 

multitudes before the ark, to lament their not yet recd- 
jjp\& 4 a- vered liberty, to perfuade them to put away Afhtaroih^ 
llo* h the and the other ftrange deities, from among them, and to 
f t 'pie. f erve |h e Loud alone $ upon which condition only he 
could promife them a fpeedy deliverance from the Phi - 
liejiine yoke. The people readily complied, and afterwards 
felFemhled according to his appointment, where 

\ey fafted^nd pr mji, and exprefled all the tokens of a 
^pentance. Yl'liis unufual meeting gave umbrage 
jo the P bill /lines, I who immediately took up arms, 
and'Vune agamlt the! ; but Samuel , having offered up a 
fyclciiifc lamb fora bignt-offering, by his prayeis obtained 
and lightning, as quite difeomfited 
their enemies, whomFthc Iftaelites purfued with great 
Daughter Wto In memory of this fignal vi- 

ftory, Samuel cauiea a grea£ fjtfne to be erc&cd between 
Mfopeh and which lie called Eben-czer , or the ft me 

ft help ; ttipp th^./dme to Samuel' s death, the Phi- 
] iftines wf-JTo fartr^sp making any further attempt againft 
\ that they fuffcie^them to recover all the cities and 
fortfefles which had been* taken from them, from Ekron 
Year of eveirunto Gath , and the territories about them J . At the * 
\he flood fame time the Iftaelites were at peace with the Amorites y 
1252. fo that tljjeland enjoyed a profound peace all the days of 
Bef. Chr. SimueVtifg^z rnment : whilfl he, to make it eaficr tolfoe 
1096. people, reft P&naby his ufual place of refidence, and the 
^VX^placc of his nativity, once a year to take a circuit round 
Bcth-el , Gilgaf and Mtzpeh , to adminifter judgment ; 
and then returned to his own city, where he had built an 
altar unto God, and whither the people might refort unto 
him at all other times s . # 

By that time Samuel had judged Ifrael twenty years, 
with great integrity and applaufe, he had the njortification 
to hear, that bis two fons, Joel and Abiah y whom he had, 
in h^s later days, made judges at Beerfbeba (Y), fuffered 

r 1 Sam. ibid. & feqq. 6 Ibid. vii. to the end. 


(Y) This Samuel had pro- fepbus adds, that he appointed 
bably done, either to try how the eideft to keep his refidence 
they would behave in that im- at Beth-el , and the other at 
portant poft, or perhaps for Beerjheba , and ordered them 
the convenience of tbofe who to take a yearly circuit at pro*, 
lived at too great a diftance per places fo that each fliould 
from Ramah 5 Beerjheba being have one half of Ifrael to hit 
at one extremity of Ifrael 9 as fhare (69) ; but tne text fay* 
Qpm was on the other. % nothing of it. 

(69) Ant, /. vi. r. $, 


them- 
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thcmfelvss to he bribed to pervert judgment \ upfll whic^ 
account he faw hirafejf furrounded by the eiders of Ifrael % 
who deiired him, that he would appoint to them a king, 
like other nations, fince his fons were not worthy to fuc- 
ceed him in his office. Samuel expoftulated with? them in 
the ftrongeft terms, upbraided them with their ingratitude, 
and fotewarned them of their dagger 5 and, among oth*r 
diffuafives, laid before them all the dwcIHJs and gruV* 
ances they were likely to fuffer fro\Ja kmg.Njn a w^fd,' 
he omitted nothinggthat could pofljoly divert tfrcnC^wm 
their defign ; though all tonopurpoje, till God comraAnf* 
ed him tocomply with them, and/co fetltich a ku^ovV 
them, as he (hould dne£t. Whfjeupon Samuejf hSvjjf?^ 
promifed to comply with their Remand, difmjmed them* 
for the prefent * 5 and Saul was won after^^anftomt&l by 
Go to be the firft king^of IJr & \ 


SECT,. 


Vllf 


vbe biftory of the Jews utr’jr their nt&narchical 

^overnyfent. 




VATJ L the fon of Kijb^ of the tribe of Benjamin , was aSau 7 , firft 
^ very comely youth, well-fhapcd, and ta\kr by thei/ag of 
Jllad and fhoulders than the common fi/e. H] had hecnlhael. 
fent with a fervant, about the time of ^his u< to ^ear of 

feek after fome ftrayed afTes , and, after thfee days ufJef* th* flood 
fearch, Samuel , who knew him to be the pei fon appoint- 12 ~3* 
ed by God to the regal dignity, and was then going to** e * y 11 * 
blefs a facrificc which was held in his city , took that I0 95 
opportunity to introduce him to the feaft, where he ftt 
him in # the higheft place, and diftmguifhed him from ail 
the other gu efts, by a paitkular difh of meat fet before 
him above the reft. He detained him all that night ; 
and, early on the morrow, called him up to reieive his 
directions, and accompanied him fome part of t|^way; 
and, having commanded his fervant to go on befdre u , he 
poured the oil upon his bead, and faluted him king of If- 
raeU Saul behaved, during all this ceremony, with ex- 
traordinary modefty, alleging the fmalnefs of his tribe 
and family, as an argument of his bung unfit for fo high 
a dignity ; butthe pi ophet allured him, that he fhould find 
himfelfendo wed with fuch a fuperioi portion of God’s Spi- 


* Ch ix. per tot. 

nt, 


* 1 Sam, ch viii. 1 , if feqty^ 

D a 
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3 rtr, as %ouk| give him a new heart, fo that he wouJA 
• fhortly feel quite another man. Aroon^ ot$*«r 

things that ifrmuel told him Qiould befal him in nil wif 
home, one was, that he wbuld be met by a company ojf 
prophets, and that he would then receive the fpirit of 
prophecy, and prophefy with theqj. This, as well as the 
came to jpa(s accordingly i and the furprizt, with 
^$hich thofc/wTB^ acquaintance beheld it, occafioncd 
r thV, 7 feyin^f*which\^Ted afterwards into a proverb. Is 
among the \yrophets x ? Soon after this, Samuel 
Cfcll^U all the hgads of \lfrael to Mtzpeh y and caufed them 
pr^eFmt themfelve.s fry their tribes before the Load ; 
^nd,*asbhey palled in Heir order, that of Benjamin was 
f taken ; i&eii were the Families of it called, end that of 
Mafri WiuMakc'.i, and next to that the fon of Kijh y. 

Whi/st thi 5 v^jr-^ivying, Saul had hid himfelf ; and, 
upon his being brought out, Safnuel prefented him to the 
people, as tjje 4^nfon whom God had chofen to be their 
head; and uy.Aedil tlik air rang with the people^ 
fhouts, Lo*l r live the\iz<r'*> ! Here Sa?nuel , who, at their 
'jrirlt i'.>*Aultuous meeting,^ ad forewarned them of all that 
a kin<fi might do in the plenitude Cf his power, and what 
they had to fear from him, now thought it neceflary to 
inform him, before tbeaflembly, of what he ought to do, 
and what avoid j after which he caufed him to 
prodlaimed^Ad anointed king of IfraeL The new king 
returned to his *houfe in Gibeah , whither a number of 
Blave honeft men of Ifrael followed him ; whilft another 
company of loofe fellows, who defpifed his youth and 
comelinefs, and thought him unfit for fuch a government, 
refufed to acknowlege him, or to bring any prefents, as 
the reft did. •• 

But it was not long before lie had an occafion to give 
them an earneft of his courage, and to let them 0 fee liow 
well he could ufe his new authority. The inhabitants of 
Jabe/h^nlead were ftreightly befieged by the Ammonites , 
and upoh* the brink of lofing not only their liberty, but 
their right eye, as a lafting reprdach to the whole nation ; 
when, hairing obtained a refpite of feven days from the 
Ammmtifb king, they fent an account of their di final 
'•ftate to tne elders of IfraeL Saul immediately took a yoke? 
of oxen, find caufed them to be hewed in pieces, and di-\ 
fetched with the utmoft fpced through all the tribes, with 
threatening meflage, that whofpever refufeifto follow 

* * Sam. x. 11. v #er. z\. * Vcr. 24. 

him 
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hitp tip the relief of tkeif brethren of Jabfihgtlead^ Ms 
cattle fhould undergo the fame fate. The pli$)le, alarmed 
at thi$ news, immediately repaired to Be%ek % to the num- 
ber of three hundred thoufand, befides thirty thqpfand of 
the tribe of Judah $ and Saul , having fent the befieged 
word, that he would pome to their, refcue by the next 
morning, marched all that night > and^ ^Jfoon as he came 
near the enemy, divided his afViWinto' *Jhree bodisj,, 
and fell upon them by break of d»y with fucnfuiw yat 
they were forced tb raife the fiegeii and fly with thar jt . 
moft precipitation, and a very ccjifiderable lofs i y^lhp, 
people, elevated with this fignal i|fl:ory, were fo/p^ttiqcj 
to death all that had refufed to a^jknowlegc Sau/f or tReir < 
king ; but he generoufly withft^od it, allcgi tl^at it* 
was not fit to ftain the beginning t of liyr leftyfcV with the 
flaughter of their bretlteen, after vtud had wrought fo 
great a falvation in Ifrael . 'This moderate anfwer pleafed 
the people ftill more ; and &£w/, ccompanied 

Wm to the battle, invited now tlref'/eople tb@i/gal 9 there* 
to Confirm the kingdom unto S^% by an, jniverRUu^mfrnt^ 
fince he had fhewed himfelf fo worthy of it j whiah was 
accordingly performed with great folemnity a. / 
Samuel took this happy opportunity to juftify his ad- 
miniftration, as judge ; becaufe his authority* being de* 
Solved upon Saul , could be no longer a checM to any of 
them from exhibiting their complaint, *if any fuch they 
had againft him. He therefore challenges them, as tye 
was now old, and ready to leave the world, to accufe him 
openly, before their new king, if he had committed any 
fraud, injuftice, or oppreflion, againft any of them, that 
he mfeht now make them reftitution before he died \ and 
he had the fatisfa&ion of 4 being cleared and commended 
by the general voice of the people. However, to con- 
vince them of their ingratitude in demanding a king, he 
recapitulated all the grievous thraldoms which their idola- 
try and difobedience had drawn upon them, firjjfc their 
being feated in that land j and the many fignal deliver- 
ances which God had wrought for them upontheir repent* 
mote ; and, to add a ftill greater weight to his words, 
and aflurethem how highly God wasdifpleafed at them, he 
reminded them, that it was then the time ofharveft, when 
the air is generally ferene, and free from clouds, and 
ftormy rains ; but he told them, that he would, by his 
prayers, obtain fuch an extraordinary ftorm of thunder 
and rain, as (hould convince ^m, that God had been 
* Vol. in p. 144. * * 1 Sam. xi. per tot. 

D 3 highly 
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highly provoked by their ungrateful demand. He did lb 
accordingly jf^and the people were frighted into a con- 
feflion of their wickednefs, and of this particular aggrava- 
tion of it, their afking him for a king. They defired 
him, that he would ufe his prayers to avert the impending 
ftorm and danger ; which he readily complied with, ana 
, tficn aflured djiam, thar he would continue his good of- 
dfyees to th^mas Iqngfas he lived : and that, if they and 
did but arhtinue ftedfaft in their obedience to 
mftcad of corfeiding in theii vita and deceitful idols, 
‘feverjrthing wc-ald gouvell with them ; but that, if they 
. yelapf&J, both he and\ they muft expeft to feel the effc£ta 
of theVvine difplcafure *>. 

^LLVhcfe filings w#h*e tranfa&ed in the firft year of 
Saul\ cn the, next he dilmifled his numerous army, 

and referved ’to hUTffofonly thrtx thoufand men, two thou- 
fand of whonufee put into tfie garifons of Miclriajh and 
Beth-el , awS^v^ther tW;ufarid he left at Gibeab of Ben* 
Jonathan j am in , in vj*r his Jonathan. But this young prince, 
fuiprifes 9 yjrUi'n^ perhaps to atchi *ve fomething worthy the fon and 
*hn^oP~ f uc ^H°rof Saul, went ^ld i mote a Philijiine garifon at 
Geba GtbJ x ; the news of which, having alarmed that nation, 
t * obliged his father to blow the trumpet, and to let Ifrael 
know, that the Pkihjiines were coming againft them with 
a numerous hoft. They had indeed 30,000 chariots, knd 
6000 hoifemen, befides an innumerable multitude of foot, 

<. with which they came and encamped againft Mkhmajh , 
caftward of Betb-avon . The fight of fo vaft an army 
ftiuck an univerfal terror thro’ all Ifrael, infomuch that, 
forgetting their late victory, and the valour which their new 
king had fhewn upon that otcafion, a great part of that 
daltardly people hid thcmfelves in caves, dens, fav£-pits, or 
any lurking-holes \ whilft another part fled to the other 
fide Jordan for lafety, leaving their country often to their 
enemies frrquent and diftru£five incurfions, and their 
k ; ngV> make the beft of the pufillanimous remains of the 
people that ftuck clofe to him. One misfortune, how- 
year of ever > attended them, which may, in fome meafure, 
the flood ( 11 their dcfe&ion ; which was, that the Philijiines had 
1255. taken care to ftrip them of all kinds of weapons, and even 
Bef. chr. °f t hc inftruments with which they ufed to fharpen their 
093 . rural tools, left they fhould ufe them inftead of arms. 
V^yvy They had neither fmith nor forge, and fo naked were 
they at this time, that there was neither fward nor fpear. 


b 1 Sam. xii. per tot. 


but 
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but *hof<$ which Saul and his fon had when hd^irfApT 
raufter bis, lfttlc army (Z). Saul, however, dontimcft 
with them at Gilgal 9 expofling Samuel's ccunlftg according 
Ip his appoSjtttmfent ; but, after he had waited fcvep whole 
that Samuel neither came nor fent, and 
that his little army was almoft dwindled away to # a fmall 
handful, fearing left he fliould be furpiifed by the enemy, 
before he had implored the piotcAmn of «Q]>d in the ufual 
Way of facrifices, he ventured, <r^ fevonth day, to 
Offer up fome peace-offerings, and lylburnt-oftt'jpg^ He 
had fcarce made an end of facriiicing, when Samtel 
came, and blamed him highly foi yhat havhad dorn^fA)* 
Saul exc ufed himfelf upon the piaffing neceflity^n^waS^ 

c i Sam. xiii. 19, ^ feqq. 

(Z) The reft of this fiA’ll waiting mo whcfle tnfle, it ap- 
body were armed, as pne may ' pears of too«Jrnall *a nature, 
reafonably fuppofe, with fuch c^fiderinc* i 'Weight he was 
weapons as they could make _ gi the' ^pnilant defer- 

without the fmith’s help, fuch ~ tion^ A lus army/ Jjjjhavc de~ ’ 
ps flings, flails, clubs, lhves, fe ✓ed a total rejctlionV^nd, * 
wooden prongs, (laves harden- as to the laft, it is fc«*cely 
ed in the (ire, and other rural probable, becaufe he h/d the 
tools : the firft of thefe, the high-prieft Ahiah with him to 
flit gs, in which they were perform that offio}* for him, 
very expert, they might all or to have hindered him from 
ufe at the firft onfet, and the doing it, if ke {jad gone about 
Others, when they came to it. Some authors think (73), 
elofer engagement. therefore, that there is a tranfc 

(A) Itisnoteafy to divine pofition of chapters, and that 
what Sauls crime was, which the crime, for which he was 
drew upqn him fuch a fevere rejedled, was his not deftroy- 
fentence from the prophet, ing the king of Amalek , and 
The Jews, indeed, accufehim, all his plunder, according to 
t. Of pot having waited the God’s command, the ftory of 
fulltime for him* and, 2. Of which we have in the next 
having prefumed to infringe chapter, wherein Samigl re- 
upon the prieftly office, by proves him in the molt fevere 
olkring up facrifices to God terms for his difobedience, and 
with his unhallowed hands tells him plainly, that the 
(71). Jofepbus feems to fay Lord had rejected him from 
tiittfih the fame thing, though being king (74) : but it is 
not in plain terms (73). As more likely, that, in the for- 
fcr the firft of thefe, his not mer of thefe places, the pro* 

(71) Vtd, Murf, in toe. (72) Ant * U vi. c, 7, 

¥r*wl* tn he . (74 ) x Sam, xv, 1 


(71) 

phet 
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Sami re/ if* 5 wither the prophet took it as a prefhge of his 
'0rf».u fy future rafhoefs* and want of faith, qr whether iWs se** 
it safiu U je&ion had been already revealed to him, he told him, 
that he had done a very foolifh a&ion j and tbat his dis- 
obedience to God’s command would caufe the kiitgd$$t. 
to be transferred from him to a more worthy perfon. As 
foon as Samuel was departed from him, to go to Gibem^ 
Saul and his fjjn^pllow/M him thither, with his little army, 
xonfifting adly offioc hundred unarmed men* There they 
Imdd* jnth forrow the Philijline$ y who were ftill eh** 
capped in Michma]h , making a threefold incurfion in 
JffraJy and conamitting great depredations ; one detach- 
/ne^tlywards Ophrah;\ another towards Beth-horon y and 
the thiKjx towards the veilley of Z eboitn d . 

^ona- X Hfi \ we \ e * n ^ di final fituation* when Jonathan 
than’/ moved djvd j^ impulfe, ventured, unknown to 

firatagem his father, Or to^Sfiyone but hU armour-bearer, who ae- 
ro furprife companicd himj' to climb up' on his hands and feet through 
the enemy a couple /Sfeged rp c ck«, and to fall upon one of tne 
enemy’s o uj rguaro^ ^wfie.re he killed twenty of their men, 
*jzj'jp\)£i*&e reft to flight, who ran into the camp, and 
fpretd fuch a panic through the hoft, that it was eafily 
perciived by Saul and his rhen ; who, finding that yoHa* 
than was miffing, eafily gueffed him to be the author of 
it, £tf«/jhad with him the ark of (ion, and dhiah ^he 
liigh-prieft, the great-grand fon of Eli \ and was going to 
delire him to inquire of the L< rd, whether he (hould 
fall on the enemy, when the noife and confufion increased 
fo far, as to afture him, that they were put to the rout* 
He then bid Ahiah hold his hand* and with his few 
men fell on the flying Phitijlines, hib army ftill increafing) 
as well from a number of Hebrew captives, who tpok that 
opportunity to make their efcape, as from a greater num* 
ber of thofe, who, obferving from their lurking-holes 
the fuccefs of their brethren, came and joined their kin^» 

d i Sam. fciii. per tot. 


phefcenly threatens him with 
what he mull: expeCt* unlefs 
he took more heed of What 
God commanded him. For 
it is ‘plain, that Saul was fo 
fhr from being abfolutely re- 
jected, that he not only was 
ttfefted with a great and almoft 
fonraculous victory, immediate- 


ly after Samuel had left hi#* 1 
but that he was likewife very 
fuccefsful againft fever al other 
nations, and above all, received 
that frefh command from the 
fame prophet, to fight and 
deftroy the dmalekites, with a 
promife qf victory* 

The 
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The reader however may fee, By what wo&ave 
of this aftion in a former volume *, that this vi&ory, great 
as it was, might have been more complete, had not Saui% ' 9 m&* \ 
unadvifedly adjured his army not to ftop their purfuit to 
take fome convenient .tefrefliment (B). But what was 
like to have proved worfe than all the reft, was, that Jo - 
natban , knowing nothing ofyhis father’s imprecation^ 
and being quite fpent with that\ay’s toil, had refrefhed 
himfelf with a little honey which he met in his way* 
that, when his tranigreflion came to be found^oulrby 
'urimif Saul woula infallibly have condemned him tjf die, 
had not the whole army oppofed it with^ne confect, aVi 
fworn, that not a hair of his head fliould be hur { \ fn con* 
fideration of the fignal deliverance, which hr .'had been 
the chief caufc of. Saul hOwe\^r returned f 7 ome wi£lo- 
rious, and put himfelf^in a cot> ,: c , '>n ^wpufStii!Sg his con* 
tqueft, not only againfc tjie PhiUJlims , but alfo againft 
the Ammonites , Kloaltti c, bdomites,^^ the kings of 
Zobah and A male k. Hls Ihmu t y»ne* ^ jimtr, the fon^ jW Ama- 
bf his uncle Ncr ; hr had-rilfo ivo ?ons be/ the br ’vt'kkucs, 
Jonathan ; and, next to that of his army, *tTwJis 

to have a guard about Jum, made up of the valiant/ ft and 
ftouteft men he could find in his dominions 

The faered luftoiy gives us no particular account of 
^tnyof thefe wars, that againft Amaleh exceptyd, of which 
we have fpoken in in, piopcr place g ; neither is it eafy to 
guefs at what periods of Saul\ reign^ny of them hap- 
pened. All that we can know is, that he reigned forty 
years h $ that he was a valiant and fuccefsful prince, con- 
tinually at war with fome neighbouring ftatc or other ; 
and that he very much curbed the ftrength of all his ene- 
miest/ound about : fo that, had he not been unmindful 
of Gon’b command with refpetft to the king of Amaleh , 
and the plunder of his fubje&s, he might, in all likelihood, 

• See before, vol. ii. p. 2411, & feqq. * 1 Sam. xiv. paflU 
t See before, vol. ii. p. 185, & feqq. h Afls xiii. Lj. 

< (B) This raih cuWe was like by that time it came to b t 

to have had feveral fatal con- evening, they were fo familh- 
Ifctjuences : for, befides that it ed, that they fell greedily up- 
hindered his weary (bldiers on the fpoil, and would have 
from making fo great a flaugh- eaten fome of the catrie with 
ler of the enemy as they the blood, had not the king 
might have done, and put too timely prevented it. 
tjpeedy an end to their purfuit ; 

ba^e 
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'*lwftre rei^Aed all his life without a rival (C), and have avoid* 
cd the dreadful fentence of rejection, which the prophet 
pronounced againft him ; and which made fc deep an im- 
‘ preffion upon Saul , that he owned his fault, and only beg* 
ged of him, for decency-fake, that he would ftillfhpw fome 
regard to him, and accompany him, whilft he went and 
paid his adoration to GoO. Samuel complied, and foon 
after caufed the proud Analekittjh king to be put to death, 
\*&ofe dcfhrpying fword had bereaved fo many mothers pf 
the> children \ and returned to Ramab y the place of his 
aboak,; and, from that time, never came more to Saul , 

• out ccJi tinued mourning for ton n , till he was reproved 
for ifky'GoD, and commanded to go to Bethlehem , and 
David anoint om of the fons of Jejfe in his room. 
anointed Sa^mueI forced to colour his journey with the 

***g» pretence Jt oSWafg*^ a~facrifice there $ and he accord- 
Year of i n gty took* young heifer with him, both to avoid giving 
flood any fufpicion jORy/; jealous king, and to difperfe the fears 
1285. of the elders at his unexprfted arrival. As 

Bef. Chr. toon as Jhjp<»me to 'Jt'jp's ricrufe, he caufed alibis fons 
1063. to l 5 efor<* him in order ; and when he beheld the 
^Av^>eldeft ?>f them, whom the hifiory 'fhews to have been a 
man of' valour, he prefently fuppofed him to be the per- 
fon chofen to be Saul s fui ceflor : however, God rejedted 
him, as he did alfo the other fix in ilieir turns. Samuel jp 


n 1 Srmfxx. puff. 

(C) But here he adted very 
unlike himfelf, not only in dis- 
regarding the divine anathema 
which had been pronounced 
againft that nation ever fince 
their coming out of Egypt (75), 
and the prophet’s charge in 
parfuance of it (76), but like- 
wife in tlut poor pretence he 
made to Samuel , that he had 
fulfilled his command, when 
every thing about him ftiewed 
him, that he had adted quite 
contrary to it (77) ; and, next 
to this, in meanly excuflng 
his fault, by throwing one part 

(75) Exarf.xvu. 14. (76) 

•ver, 13, 14, to* (7?} Vet * 1 

the end. 


u Ibid. xv. 34, 35. 

of it upon the people’s zeal to 
facrifice the belt of the cattle 
to the Lord (78), and part, 
upon his own fear of r^ftrain- 
ing them from it (79). No 
wonder then, that Sa%uel could 
not, without fome indignation, 
hear a king jpf Ifrael betray 
fo much meannefs of foul, to 
palliate an unjuftifiable adtion j 
nor that he reproved him 
it with fo much feverity, when 
he was authorized by God 4 $ 
denounce unto him the lo 4 
of his kingdom. 


Sam* xv. r, faf. (77) IbM* 
( 79) Vcr* 24, 30, <3 fetf. t* 

furprifed 
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Auprifti »t hi' «&«l their father, v/hethtr theft 5 werejaL 
the ions he hid f who anfwered, that be had one more, 
a ftripling, whowas then keeping his fcoep, and was the 
voungeft of all# He was bid to fend for him ; and, as 
foon as David came in, Samuel was ordered to anoint 
him in the prefence of his brethren ; and from that mmute 
the Spirit of the Lord came up^n him (D). Samuenmtn 
made a feuft to JeJfe’s family, \pd to the elders of th» 
city, and returned to Ramah , and David to his flocks.^f ■ 

Not long aftef this, the Spa it of the Lor it haying 
forfaken Saul, he began to feel htmftlf tormented^ an 
evil one, or by a deep ra&lancholy ; tt^ciifpel wf/dh, V- 
was adv ifld to get young David to play on /the harp 
befoie him, who by this time had gained the Lputation* 
not onh of anexpeit muficim, iut of /fob' difcreet, 
and valiant youth. H^was k*t?' » *< ^rdnfgft;, and x^relieves 
ruddmtfs of his complexiorv, and c michn fs of.his perfon,Saul\r me ~ 
joined with the fweetiu fs of Jus mufti \yo n Saul’s heart fanclwly. 
fo far, that he made him Lkai \ m ^eaii' and obtained 
of his father, that he mi<Jrt-feii continue ik \his perfon! 
Whenever, therefore, Saul’s diftemper came ETp^yTmi?, 

David was oidered n%oi\ut him with his rnufic, 'which 
never failed to give him eaft after which he returned 
homd> and went about hib ufual occupation (L). 

Saul 


0 x Sam. x\ i ult. 


(D) It is hardly to be fup- 
pofcd, that Samuel did then 
explain the whole myftery of 
his agqinting of David ; uhich 
might have had fome fatal con* 
fequence^had it come to Saul's 
ears : but as it was ufual to 
anoint men to the office of 
prophet, as well as to the re- 
gal dignity, it is moft likely, 
that he left them to fuppofe the 
former; as David wasnotmuch 
fcbove fifteen years of age, and 
too neat in gaib, and tender, to 
be taken for a promifing war- 
rior. Jofephus fays, that Sa- 
muel only whifpered the fecret 
into David's and his father's 

(%o) i S tm, xvii. 28, 


ear, and concealed it from the . 
reft. And, indeed, had his 
brethien known, or even fu- 
fpetted, that he had been an- 
ointed to the regal dignity, it 
is not credible they would have 
ufed him with fuch roughnefs 
and ill manners as they did, 
when their father feci' him to 
them to Saul's camp (80). 

(E) At leaft it appears by 
the fequel (81 ), that he flayed 
at Bethlehem during Saul " s 
lucid intervals, one of which 
feems to have been fo Jong, 
that, when he came back to 
court, neither Saul \ nor Ah 
ner his general, could tell who 

(ZjJ Ibid. %er. 

he 
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A { SAtti 1 and bis army were then encamped by the valley 
of Elah, in order to make head agaijm the Pbili/lintt , 
who had perhaps taken frefh courage at the news of SauFs 
diftemper. They had pitched their camp it Epbes-datn- 
mim over- again ft them, which place was between Shoe bob 
an^| dzefah) in the tribe of Judah. A valley parted the 
two armies, which had Contented themfelves with look- 


ing uoon one another'?' without ftriking a blow, during 

B orty days, faving the daily challenges of the 
Viah . But that, which bnd chilled the hearts 
leljtes^ wrought a contrary effe£t upon young 
was juft arrived^ into the camp, being fent 
d JeJJe with provlfions for his three eldeft 
o were th^n in SauFs army. As foon as he 
vA of thij gigantic champion’s having defied 
the^Goo tff Ifrael. ■ he drew a fure omen 
the flood f rom it, that Gqd would deliver him into his hands 5 and 
1285. though Saul\% j^rnifmg h?s daughter, as a reward to the 
Bef. Chr. man t hat (ho jiff fl')r hy/if, had not been able to induce 
,0 ^ 3 * ’‘one IJrael^to engage hinfi? ri during that whole time, yet 
Jrthis young (hepherd at all difeouraged from offer- 
ing himfelf to the combat. At hiO firft prefenting himfelf 
to the king, all that beheld him judged him altogether 


he was, as we read in the very 
next chapter (82) ; which has 
given interpreters* fome diffi- 
culty to reconcile : fome have 
thought this interval to have 
been fo long, that David was 
quite altered, his beard grown, 
features and Ihape become more 
manly, fo that he might not 
be eafily known again (83) : 
others have endeavoured to re- 
move the difficulty by other 
fuppofHjons equally improba- 
ble (84) : whereas his being 
forgot at court may be eafily 
accounted for* if to the growth 
of his fhape, beard, &c. men- 
tioned under the firft head, we 
add, that, when he played be- 
fore Saul, he appeared in a 


drefs fui table, but Was now *4 
his plain fhepherd’s habit, and 
juft come from a journey 5 fo 
that the king and his court, 
who had feen fuch variety of 
faces fince his departure, might 
not eafily call him to mind. 

As for the wonderful eftefts 
which his mufic had upon 
Saul , we need not have re- 
courfe to miracles to account 
for it, as fome commentators 
have done (85), who think 
that he joined fome pfalms or 
prayers with the melody of 
his harp. Every one may be 
fenfible of the power of good 
mufic upon a melancholy per- 
fon, which we take to have been 
SauFs cafe. 


(Sa) 1 Sam. xvii. 25, to th $ end. 
( 84 ) Do bnvid. Tbeodoret, Procop. inlet . 
$rard% Le Clcrc* Ci(iftct , et */, 




unequal to focb an exploit ; but fuch was jfcfs reliance on * 

Goo, tn*t, without any other weapon than a fling, and a 
few pebble-ftones in his fhepherd's pouch, be Tallied forth 
againft this mighty enemy \ and, in a few minutes after, 
brought his head and fword, and laid it at the feet of 
Saul p > 

What effe£l this viflory hsd over the amazed Phi - 
Itjlines , we need not repeat her^p. But David's behaiyJ™ 1 *' 
viour wrought fo much on the generous "Jonathan , Saulfi** 1 ** * 
eldqft fon, that it gave birth to the moft intimatelrrie * fa- fi*** 4 fi*P 
fliip between them, infomuch that the text fays, , Choir t0 
fouls were knit together r j and David etFewhere f,Jils us* 
that it exceeded by far the love of women s . Bu it*faon 
after made a much different impreffion upon Sau^ though 
at firft he Teemed charmed withvhis con/luft »and^avc 
him a confiderable poft in his army. iftf£ired that 

prince with the firft fentin^ents of jealoufy againft him, 
was the indiferetion of a company oi wo*?nen, who came 
to meet them at their return froir bat ‘ with vocal 
and inftrumental mufic , ancHr T their Tongs c rolled Da- 
vid above him, and faid, that Saul had killed iTl& ^iou-* 
fands, but David his%ten thoufands ; which made him 
complain, that they would give him the kingdom next* 

From that time he looked upon him as a dangerous enemy, 
apd himfelf unfafe till he had cut him off. His difeafe David 
now Teemed to be wholly turned into jealoufy, and David^ated bj 
often narrowly efcaped becoming the vl&im of it : forc'd* 
even on the very day after this noble exploit, whilft 
David was endeavouring to eafe his prefent fit, he threw 
a javelin at him with fuch force, that it ftuck againft the ^ 
wall. He attempted the fame a fecond time, but David /• A , 
cfcapeijthem both, £7. 

At length, Saul obferving how well David behaved/ 
and was beloved by all the people, though he dreaded him 
the more for it, he Taw himfelf under a necefllty of acting 
more clofely againft him, by raifing him to an higher poft, 
and expofing him to frefti dangers, in hopes to Tee him 
fall by th? hand of the enemy. He promifed him, at the 
fame time, his eldeft daughter, as a reward of his next 
viftory ; but David had the mortification to fee her given 
to another prefently after. , The next trap Saul laid for 
him was, to get Tome of his fervants to teM him, that the 
king, who defigned in eameft to give him his fecond 
daughter, would accept of 100 Philijlines forefkins in- 

* 1 Sam. xvii. per tot. * See before, vol. ii. p. 242, & feqq. 
r I Sam. xviii. 1. 9 IJbid. per tot, 
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itesui at & dowry. But here David came off again vtflso- 
rbus , and brought him dooNc that number * fb that 
Saul f having no pretence left to excufe himfelf from his 
promifr, gave him Michal in marriage* whofe fincere 
affection, joined to that of her brother Jonathan , proved 
afterwards very ferviceable to him, by defeating their fa- 
ther's bloody attempts a^ainft his life, even at the hazard 
of their own. David/ had again gained a fignal vi&ory 
i^ver the Philijlines , and was fcarce returned to court, 
b^bre* he was in danger of being ftnek to the wall with 
another j lvehn.^ This made him retire to his own houfe, 
v whimu Saul purTued him, taufing the houfe to be befetby 
ibtnt olfchis fervants, where he would have been infallibly 
murdtrek by the next morning, had not his faithful wife 
confrh etfltois efcape, conveying him privily out at a 
win do w/in thread of l.ight, ryfolving to give her huf- 
band timo to go far enough. before he was purfued,. and 
at any rate ti* Var the brunt of her fathers refentment, 
rather than -m? w.nw^ in conjugal affection : fo that 
when thxflen came on liuT next morning to kill him, 
i fhS m tJC\y difmiffcd them, by alluring them, that he was 
very v ill, and confined to his bed, fhewing them at the 
lame time the figure of a man, which fhe had conveyed 
into it, and covered up with bed-eloaths, to prevent dif- 
coverv . They were foon fent back with orders to brihg 
him alive, in his bed ; by which means her ftratagem 
being difcovtreif!| fo exafperated her angry father, that 
fhe was forced to ma! r c him believe, that it was to fave 
her own life, that (he had con fen ted to it. 
flea to David, having thus happily efcaped, withdrew to 
Samuel. Ramah , to acquaint Samuel with the unwelcome news ; 

and thence both went down to Naiothy which \As not 
far from Ramah , where was a fchool of prophets. It 
was not long before Saul fent meffengers to fetch him, 
who were no fooncr come within fight of Samuel and the 
prophefs, than tliev fella prophefying likewife, and fo return- 
ed without him. He fent others a fecond and a third time, 
with the fame fuccefs, and at length refoived to go himfelf 5 
and, when he came, he prophefied likewife, caft off his 
cioaths, and lay down uncovered (H) all that day and night ; 

which 

% 

(H) The words in the ori- (land it in a literal fenfc, Goo 
ginal fay, that he lay naked ; having ftri&ly forbidden all 
but it were abfurd to under- fuch indecencies [88) in oppo- 

fSS; £xs>i, xx. w. nit. £? ai'lf, 

fition 


7 
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*whfch tgtire feh opportunity to David to got off and to 
have a pirate interview with Jettertktin, wherein they , 
fwore to each other a perpetual friend&ip. That gene- 
rous young prince expofed himfelf to his father’s fury for * 
his friendfhip to David * and was reproved for it in the 
bittereft terms ; nay, having once ventured to plead for 
him, he narrowly efcaped being killed by the incenfed 
king. Finding at length, that Sis friend’s death was re/* 
folved on, he went to the ftone Ezel , a place agpoinj,£d # 
by them; and, at %fignal given, David came out to ; 
and, being fully informed how dangerous it was f<> v hijm 
to ftay any longer within the reach of his implacably father, 
they took a melancholy farewel of each othe and 
David halted to the land of Nob, where Abu elech y the* 
then high-prieft, had his refidencey [ • 

David was forced sp difpelfhe furpnzettfe i.igh-prieft David 
was in, at his unexpe&ed arrival, with a.j^reterx:e of being flees to 
fent by the king, upon fame, private bu r inefs of impor- Abime- 
tance ; but, having obferved then' or«e Du, r an Edomite^di* 
and one of Saul's {liepheruT^by whom he Srefaw 
Ihould certainly be betrayed, if he lmdc any n ^ he 
told Ahimelech , that hit bufinefs was urgent^; and begged 
that he would give him fome rcfrefhment for himfelf, and 
the young men that were with him. As foon as they 
#lad refremed themfelves, David alkeJ him, whether he 
could not furnifh him with fome fwords, or fpears ; and 
was anfwered, that the place afforded other weapon 
but the fword which he took from Goliah , which he dft- 
fired might be brought to him ; and, having girt it on, 
he took his leave of the high-prieft, and fled to Aehijh 
king of Gath . He made but a fhort ftay with that prince, 
his efttirtiers having reminded him of what had been (o 


• 1 i Sam. xix. pad*. u Ch. xx. pad*. 


fition to the heathen priefts, 
who were not afhamed to ap- 
pear naked at fome of their 
feafts (89). It is more than 
probable therefore, that the 
words mean no more than the 
catting off that loofe upper 
garment which they ufed to 


throw over them when they 
went abroad, and having no- 
thing upon him but the tu- 
nic that was next the fkin. 
Which manner of fpeaking 
was alfo common to the 
Greeks and Latins (90). 


(89) Vide Tit. Liv. al. de Luptrcal. f$c. £90) VideGiJbert Cupc*. 
obfermat. lib . 1. cat. 7. Ant. Barreman . dialog, lit , at poet. & pioph , Fulia . 
mi feel. tbeoL Hunt Gat. lUmnmd } Lt Were, Le Scent ejfa\ on a ntw vtrj. 

r. 9- §. 1. ' 
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lately furig by the Ifraelittjh women, that Saul had flam 
his thoufands , and David his Un thousands j which when 
David underftood, it made him refolve, if pOlEble, to 
change his hatred either into pity or contempt* His lira* 
tagem fucceeded according; to his wifh, and he a&ed the 
madman fo well, that Achifa thinking him to be really 
fo, was glad to be rid iff him w $ and David went ana 
^concealed himfelf in the cave of Adullam . 

^In the mean time Saul i vexed at his heart, to find thaf 
he^jvas gone out of his reach, was ftqrming at Jonathan * 
and'^t his own fervants, as if .they had all confpired with 
tlie (oh. of Jejje' againft him \ when Doeg the Edomite 
camSand acquainted him with what had paflfed at Nob± 
»and how ylbimelech had furnifhed David with provifions 
and VeapVns, \nd had' inquired of the Lord for him* 
This news put nnn into foch a tags, that, without giving 
himfelf leave to^confider how far that pontif might be 
ignorant of this^Unhappy difference between David and 
him, he orcI^Cd hmi and all his kindred to be brought 
jmmediatg^ to him ; and, aftei many bitter inve£hves 
agaiiur^mem, fwore they fhould all be put to death* 
Ahimelech drove in vain to convince him, that they were 
all really ignorant of Duvul 9 s having any finifter defign, 
whofe behaviour had alwa\s been fo commendable and 
upright, that they reallv believed him to have been feiy, 
upon fome important defign by him. The exafperated 
king would give no credit to them, but ordered his fer- 
vimts, that flood about him, to cut them all in pieces } 
and, when he obferved, that they exprefled an uncommon 
relu&anty againft (tabling their hands with the blood of 
fo many helplefs priefts, he commanded Doeg to perform 
Saul that cruel office, which he immediately did. Sam % not 
butchers contented to fee fourfeore and five innocent perfons butch- 
all the erc d a t his feet, ordered a detachment to go and put the 
priefts and^^ c ity G f t0 t ] le m en, women, children, 

inhabit- anc j cat tJ e . and this was a jf Q executed with fuch barba* 

1 rous fpeed, that none but Abiathar > one of Ahimelech *s 

Abiathar ^ ons ’ ^ S° f)l ^ * ortune to e ^ ca P e » who vvent imtae- 
efcates to ^ ,ate ty to David, and ac quainted him with the difmal news, 
Band. ° raid all he could to comfort him, promifing, that, as 

loon as he was in a condition, he Would raife him to the 
high-priefihood ; and, till then, be his fafeguard, as long 
as he was able to defend his own life. 

* i Sam. xxi, io, k feq. Sac before, vol. ii, p. *4$. 

Amon«| 
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thof«j who fallowed David, w«e his father, ' 
toother,/ brethren, apd other relajicHis, with the prophet 
GW, all probably forced to fly to him for fheltcr from* 

Saul's fury* Bolides thefe, joined him multitudes of di- 
ftreffed an4 difeontented perlons, tq the number of 400. 

£u* the prophet Gad having told him, that it was no 
longer fafe for him to abide in that place, he took hi$ 
parents into the land of Moab , left them under the 
prote&ion of the king, whilft his affairs continued in that 
defperate condition 1 ; and himfelf and his meo> went 
into the foreft of 19 aretb in the land of Judah. How- 
ever, he ftaid no longer there ; but, li^whig refeued* the 
pty of Kellah from the Philijiines , ‘ removed into* the 
wildernefs of Ziph , with his own men, who were *by 
this time increafed to 600. Whilst he wr** larking a^out 
the rocks and caves of this placp, XjWtf beard of it, 
and came to fee him (iT- ' . . 

Not long after, Saul being informed by the Ziphttes , 
that David Jay concealed in thVir neig^b*. u-bood, he was 
fo tranfported with joy at th^^ews, nhat J ° could not 
forbear bleffing them, as the only people that *>ny 

compaffion for him. Bait David , having got fome mtel- 
ligence of it, timely removed to the wildernefs of Maori 
whither Saul fi on puifurd h»m, and pitched over-againft 
him, with a defign to fui round lum ; but, in the mean 
time, news were brought him, that the Philijiines hacj 
made a frefh incurfion into the land, fo tjpat he was forced 
to go back to put a flop to their progiefs v * In memory 
pf this deliverance, David called the rock where he then 
was, Scla-bammahlekothy or, the ?ocb of divifions ; and, 
prefently after, removed with his little aimy to Engedi , 
and concealed himfelf among the iliong holds of that 
place*. Here Saul^ wh> had foon repulfcd the Phi - 
li/lines , fgund him out again, and came agamft him with 


1 See before, vol. ii. p. 135. 41 Dc hoc Sc feqq. vid. 

yql. ii. p. 245 6c 417.. w Ibid. * 1 Sam. xxiii. paff. 


(I) The defign of this dan- 
gerous interview wa^ to make 
iiill furer of Dai. IPs fnend- 


ftip, and to obtain a promife 
from him, that when he had 
gained the kingdom from his 
falser, which he frankly told 
him he was well a {lured he 
would, he plight be the next 
Vox.. IV. 


in dignity to him ; and that, 
in cafe he died before that 
time y David fhould fhew the 
fame friendly regard to his 
children, as he had done to 
him. This covenant being 
ratified with a frefli oath on 
both Tides, Jonathan returned 
to his own houfe, 

£ 3000 
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3000 men 5 but, whilft he was in fearch of bim, 40, 
urgent occafion obliged biin to fetire, for decency* fab?* 
"into the cave where David Jay concealed. David was 
immediately fui rounded by hi* men, who told him, that 
this was now the time in which God had promifed to 
deliver his enemy into his hand, and that he had it now . 
in his power to put a total end, with one blow, to this 
x unnatural war, and frfe himfeif ami them from all their 
Drvid jxiifery* David made as if he had Hftened to their advice, 
gencro-jty an( ^ vithout telling them what he defigned to do, rofe 
u au ’ up, ftole foftly near Saul, cut off the*ikirt of his robe (K), 
Sind* gave himThcreby an opportunity of efcaping alive, 
whilft he appeafed ‘the refentment of his men, with re- 
prefentmg to them, how heinous a crime it was to ftrctch 
forth an hand^gainft jjheir lawful piince, and the Lord's 
anointed. » He 5 Txprdk j d^ven an uncommon remorfeatthe 
indignity, or, at leaft, the wantoi refpeft, he had {hewn to 
the regal dignity*; though bemeant no more by it, than to 
give his futhe&'an ^irrefragable proof of his innocen- y and 
filial dutv v. As Toon, therefore, as Saul was gone out 
'* of ^Hs^lve, lie, in the tendered manner, begged of him 
to entertain no Jongci fuch unworthy fufpicions of him, 
fince he had now given him fo fignal a proof, how much 
his heart abhorred the crimes for which he was fo un- 
juftly pcrfecuted. This humble and affe&ing fpeeqh, 
backed with the infallible tcftimony of the piece of his 
robe, melted^ & ;// into tears of tendernefs and forrow : 
jfie acknowleged his Ton’s fuperior virtue and merit in 
fparing his life, and, in the conclusion, owned that he 
alone was worthy to fit on the throne of Ifrael , which, 
he told him, he was now fatisfied he would (hortly do ; 
and therefore, as a further proof of his unexampled gene- 
rofuy, and filial affe£lion,he defired him to fwear to him, 

y 1 Sam. xxiv. ver. 5. 

(K) The text fays, that know who he was, from his 
Dan; id and his men harboured tirft entering into the place; fo 
in the tides of the cave (91) 3 that it was eafy for David to 
or, as the original imports, in cut off a piece of his robe un- 
crags and holes of it j fo that perceived, efpeciaUy if we fup- 
Saul, coming into it from the pofe it to have been the Mtt 
broad day -light, could not of his upper garment, which, 
perceive them ; whilft they, it is likely, they ufed to throw 
who had been there fome time, by at a fmall diftance, upon 
might eafily difcover him, and fuch occasions* 

(91) 1 Sam, xxir. 3. 

that 
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that he would not revenge the fathers injuries upbn any 
of his ehiWiiwi, *but that he would fhew the fame pity to 
the one, as he had now done to the other. David did 
readily give him that fatisfa&ion, and, after mutual em- 
braces, Saul returned to Gibeahy and David and his men 
to their ftrong-hold z . 

About this time the good old prophet Samuel died a, 
in the 97th or 98th year of his age,\ greatly lamented by ~ afr ' je ^ 
all true Ifraelites y and was buried at Ramah in his own S 
houfe, or rather perhaps in his garden. He had judged , 

Ifrael twenty years, from Eli's deaths and had lived- 
about forty -eight more, from his anoinfffl| Saul totheJ e fCk rift 
fegal dighity. As for David , whether he had any intel % - ’ 
ligence of Saul’$ relapfe, or whether his own feat fug- - 
gefted it to him, he removed farthei .from t^Aeighbo#r- 
hood of Engedi towards the wildemels of rarfit, near to 
Matm or Carmel , which was alfo in the tribe o \ m Judah> 

It feems that David kept his me;n under filth ftridt difei- 
pline, that, inflead of plundering the neighbouring places, 
as was generally done by fuch fugitives, they rather 

a fafeguard to them ; fo that it was ufual for thSu: co 
expeft fome refrefhmentji from the inhabitants, as a gra- 
tification for their watch fulnefs and forbearance. Here 
then David , according to cuftom, fent a civil meffage 
to « wealthy Carmelite named Nabal , who was then making 
a feaft to his (heep-fhearers, and defired him to fend him 
and his men fome portion of his good cticaj ; but the 
man, who was rightly called Nabal , being naturally proud 
and brutifh, lent them away with fuch a churlifh anfwer* 
as would have proved fatal to him and his family, had 
not ^*®P r udent wife made hafte to bfihg him an elegant 
fupply <^efre{hment, which pi evented all further mifdiief, 
and charmed the fugitive monarch with her prudent and 
modelt beha^iour. Abigail returned to her hufband, and, 
on the next day, when fleep had diflipated the fumes of 
his wine, acquainted him with the danger which his bru- 
tiflmefs was like to have brought upon him ; and, as he 
Was of too bafe a nature to think David generous enough 
to forgive him, the dread which then feized him, in a 
few days, broke his heart ; which David no fooner hcard^ 
than he fent for and married her. As for Micbal , Saul's 
daughter, [he had been given to another, during his 
exile 

He was forced foon after tp retire from Maori , into 
the defart of Zipb^ whither Saul , who had by that time 
* 1 Sam. xxiv. paff. • xxy. 1. & feqq. t>Ibid, per tot. 

£ 2 forgot 
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forgot all that pafled at their /taft interview* a^ f mt 
.againft him with 3000 chofen ham, and gav^hixn * limit 
opportunity of evidencing his innocency, o^coflnftg 
with Abijhai in the dead of the night into Saurs camp, 
where they found them all fail: afleep ; Saul in his font, 
with his fpear ftuck into the ground by his bolfter, ana 
Abner his general, ,with the relr of his officers, encamped 
\ round his tent. Abififbi infifted ftrenuoufly, that Provi- 
1 dence had brought his enemy once more into his hand as 
a vi&trn to the ilaughter $ and that, Q if he miffed fo fair 
an opportunity of flicking him to the ground wkh his 
own fpear, he‘ r 'n/ght in vain bewail lus folly. David 
4 feeond flopped hts hand, and, contenting himfelf with carrying 
infiance ,0/away his fpear, and the pitcher of water that lay under 
David’i hi s t head, ^y^erceivnd by any of Saul's men, foon 
mercy to a f ter rea che^ hiS own f ca^np c . o,W, being apprifed of, it, 
&* m - came out, and, in the milefeft terms, acknowleged him- 
felf indebted a l'econd tiir\r, for his life, to his generous, 
though much injured fon-in-law. David had then a fair 
^ occafion complain of his injuftice and cruelty, which 
hOtlJ 1 however, with expreflions fo full of duty and hu- 
mility, reprefenting to him how much beneath a king of 
Ifrael itWcS, to hunt after a poor harmlefs flea, or an 
innocent partridge ; and begging of him to defift from per* 
fecuting a man to death, who was not only innocent, 
but who fhewed fuch a tender regard for his life, when it^ 
was in his pc^wci ; that Saul could not refill fo ftrong an evi-r 
tdence of his Ton’s fuperior virtue, which he muft have 
admired even in an enemv. He (hewed the moft lively 
tokens of remorfc, acknowleged hjs folly and injuftice, 
promifed never to feek his life any more, and parted from 
him with feeming tokens of love and friendihip,,* David, 
Retires to however, not daring to rely too far on his /air promifes, 
Gath. retired once more to Achijb king of Qath y defigning tQ 
abide with him till Providence (hould give a better turn 1 9 
his afFaiis. The hofpi table reception he met 'with from 
that prince has been feen before * ; but here, though he 
found fo generous a friend and prote&or, yet an unex* 
pedted misfortune befel him from another quarter, which 
was like to have proved as fatal to him, as if he had fallen 
into his enemy’s hand. 

During his abode at Ziklagy the place the Gathtjh 
king had allotted him, which was a year and four months. 


• 1 Sam. xxvi, 12. 


P. 24 5, k feqq. 


* Ibid, per tot. 


Vid. fop, vol. ii, 

ther< 



id him fimii of SauTs kinifrad, and multi- 
men and commanders out of the tribes c 
of Btnjsm* and Judah, and feme from that of Gad , 
ventured to pafs the Jordan to come to him, even 
at the time when it overflowed its banks (M) ; befides Year of - 
jfomeof the tribe of Marta Jeh e . With thefe he ufed to the flood 
make incurfions into the countries of the Gejhurites, Geri - 1292. 
zites , and Amah kites (N), unknown to the king*, whomBff. Chr. 
gave to underftand, that he made them into the Jjnd of l *f& 
Judah $ and this gained him fuch confidence, that he 
had taken him and his aimy with Jjj^againft*S^a/g j 


t See 1 Chron. xii. 
H. p. 186 £246. 
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8 i Sam. xxviii. 


See before, voh 
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fjd) The book of Chronicles 
obferves of thefe Gadites , that 
they could handle the ftiield 
and the buckler, that their 
feces were as ftern as thofe of 
lions, and that they were as 
fwift of foot as the wild foes 
(93). The feme author takes 
notice, that when David faw 
fuch numbers of the Benja- 
tninittSy efpeciaily of Saul's kin- 
dred, come to him, he was ap- 
prehenfive they came with a 
defign to furprife and carry 
him off (04). But they foon 
difpelled his fears, by affuring 
him, that they were intirely 
in his inffereft, Sind refolved to 
Ihare his fortune, and to be 
under his command. 

• ‘ As to the time of David * s 
dbode at iiilag, though we 
have followed our Engljjb ver- 
fion, and archbifhop UJber> the 
original fays only, that he con- 
tinued there nv:n**l 
n'Win da ys and four months, 
which feme think to imply 
fome days above, rather than 


a year and tour months ; be* 

• caufe David went tlflther af^er 
Samuel ' s death, and left the 
place immediately after that 
ot 9 Saul \ and they -f-ckon but , 
feven months between the 
death of thofe two perfons 

( 95 )- 

(N) We beg leave to ob* 
ferve here, againfl: thofe who 
condemn David as guilty of a 
great breach of hofpitality, 
that none of thefe three na- 
tions were Philiftines . The 
two former were the remains 
of the old Canaamtes (96), and 
the Amalekttes , the defendants 
of Efau (97), and all three 
under the divine ‘anathema. 
Notwithftanding which, Da- 
vid might think it proper to 
tell the king, that he made 
his inroads into the land of 
1 /raely that he might think 
himfelf the more fure of him * 
and this is the very reafon af- 
figned in the text, for bis 
ufing that pretence (98). 


(9?) 1 Cbron . xii. 8. (94) Ibid, w, iy. (9$) Vid, fu*> 4 M. 

2949. Z Sam* i, vii. & Munfl . in Sam. xxviufub 6. f<) 5 ) Vi<L 

Jojb. xii. 5. fcvi. 3* (97) Vtd.Jup . volAi.p. 1&6. (98) 1 Sam* 

XXvxi, alt. 



54 tfc Hlfajy Jews ftl. 

i'lklat but, whilft they were gone, the AmaUkttts took 7^1 k tag, 
fluffed and, burning it, carried away the women, children, Cat- 
trifyvrntn tie, and all the plunder of the place. When therefore ,, 
jthey were returned from the Bhtlijiine Camp, from which 
they had been difmiffed by the jealous princes of that 
nation, and found what a terrible deftru&ion had beei} 
made of their city, t^ey filled the air with their cries. The 
men began to talk of ftoning Davids as the caufe of this 
nufcLief ; when he, fhll confiding in God, called Ab\a- 
tbar to confult the Lord for him/whether he had bell 
purfue that trt*;^; and, upon his being anfwered, that he 
fbcftild therein be* attended with fuccefs, he fet out with 
600 men, oveitook and dtftroyed the Amalekitijh band, 
a*d recototed all the booty they Imd taken, as we have 
feen elfe^^Kc \ / r 

Atxer this'fignal deliverance, David's affairs began 
to take a bettdi turn ; and'the death of Saul, which hap- 
pened immedutejy after,' not only rid him of an invete- 
rate enemy, but opened a fair and eafy way to the crown, 
at leaft^ over his own tribe. The particulars of this fignal 
defeat, which coll Saul and his three fons their lives, ne^d 
SaulV not be repeated here k . One or two ciicurnftances how- 
•uoretched ever preceded it, with relation to that unh ippy monaich, 
condition which made his condition fo deplorable and defperate, that 
at this wc could not with juftice omit them. He faw hirflfelf 

time. on the eve of Nnng attacked by a powerful army, whilft 

a great number of his own, efpecially the chiefs, were 
gone over to David ; and perhaps he had alfo intelligence 
of his being come with the Pbilijlines againft him : he 
had killed all the pnefts except Abiathar , who was alfo 
fled to David , fo that he could not confult the Lord by 
tirim • Samuel was dead, and not a prophet left’to advife 
him. In this ftreight, he would gladly have fought for 
counfej from witches or \mards ; but he Ifad long ago 
G$n&Us bamflied them all out of his dominions. At lengthy with 
fhe witch much inquiring, they found him out a woman at £ndor % 

4 / Endor. who had a familiar fpirit, to whom he went difguifed in 
the njght; and, having promifed her fecrecy, prevailed 
upon her to raife him up Samuel She did fo accordingly j 
but, when (he faw him appear, either in a different man- 
ner than lhe had been ufed fo (O), or in fuch ^manner 

*9 

1 Sef before, vol ii p. x8^, &c. k Ibid. p. 247. 

(O) It is not eafy to fey, from the extraordinarily of 
yhether her fright proceeded the apparition, or from tfie 

fear 
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as gave her to uuderftand, that it was Saul hin>felf that 
had fct her on work 5 the gave a fliriek, and complained* 
that &e bad. been jmpofed upon. Saul bid her go on, af- 
furing her fhe fhould be fyfe, an d afked what fhe had feen : 
to which fhe anfwered, an old man covered with £ man- 
tle* whom Saul underftood to be Samuel and to whom Samuel 
he bowed himfelf to the ground. Here the apparition, or, as afpean to 
the text exprefTes it, Samvel , afked him the reafon tyhy h ehw. 
had difturbed and called him up ; and Saul owned to him* 
that the diftrefs he vfd s in from the Phihftine army? being 
deftitute of counfel from God, had obliged him to take 
that way to obtain his advice, what hp^fhould yi 0 uhdef 
thofe difficulties. But Samuel anfweied, JFtiy dojT ihou 
#Jk my advice, feeing thy dif obedience to (jroi Ts commands 
hath alienated him from thee , and that tj#\ kingdom is 
given to David f And now, continue# the vitiw, the Lord 
is going to give up the Ifraelites into the hands of dheir ene - 
pnies, and thou and thy font Jhall^be with mt to-morrow (P). 

. At 


fear was in, that Saul had 
only fct her to work, thnj he 
might have occafion to pumfn 
her for it. The latter feems 
the moll: probable, by what (lie 
fJid to him in her fright ; and 
yet it is not impoffible, that 
fhe was alfo furprifed at the 
ftrangenefs of the fight. The 
text doth not fay, how (he 
came $0 know the king hv 
it $ and the notion of the 
Jews, that the fpirits, which 
fhe raifed by inchantment, ufed 
to rife outiof the earth with 
their heels qppermoft, and that 
Samuel came up upon his feet, 
by which (he knew that it was 
Saul that wanted to confult 
him (99), is altogether ludi- 
crous; but if it was the real 
apparition of that prophet that 
fhe faw, as we (hall at lead 
make it probable in the next 
note, that it was, fhe might 
eafily fuppofe, that he would 
not have appeared in that ex- 

( 99 ) Vide JgLunfi % 


traordinary manner to any bat* 
to the king'ol IjraeL For as 
to the notion that it was all 
done by legerdemain and <uen~ 
tt iloquy on the woman’s part, 
and by drength of fancy and 
fear on Sai£ s, v\e cannot by 
any means cotfic into it, and 
fliall give our reafons for di£ 
fenting from it, m its proper 
place. 

(P) There is hardly a pah 
fage in the Old Tedament,that 
has been more canvaflcd and 
tortured, by authors of all 
ages, than this we are upon ; 
and, when a man has read 
them all, he will be forced to 
own, that thereare difficulties, 
in whatever fcnfe he takes the 
hidory of Samuel's apparition. 
We have therefore taken that 
which feems the mod natural 
and obvious, and (hall now 
give our reafons for preferring 
it to the red. 

Fird then, as to the notion 
m I Sam. xxviii. 22. 

E 4 of 
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At thlffelafl: words the frighted k ri?, who had eht nothing 
all that dajt, feinted alva) * and fell flat on the ground, aM 

remained 


bf its being performed hy 'ven- 
triloquy > juggle, or confede- 
racy ; beiides that it doth too 
great a violence to the text, 
it is ndt likely, that fo cunning 
a wotrfan would have been im- 
politic enough to give Saul 
Tuch a’ dv^adful a t r, vcr ; tho’ 
we Should g'»ant, that the was 
fo well acquainted with the 
ba4 circus?! fences of that 
prince, tha^Jic might forefeet 
that it was likely to prove the 
cafe : fuch people are rather* 
apt to flatter thofe that confult 
then! j and the fear Vhe was in, 
when fhe knew Saul \ would 
no doubt have put her upon 
this, rather than upon the for- 
mer. Add to this, that fuch 
a terrible denunciation would 
Only have proved the moft ef- 
fectual means of putting Saul 
upon any expedient to avoid 
it, whether by flight, or by 
by any other way, rather than 
by engaging the enemy. 

This lafl argument is equal- 
ly ftrong againft thofe who 
think, that the devil took the 
fhape, and a&ed the part of 
Samuel \ unlefs we could fup- 
pofc t him fo well acquainted 
with futurity, that he wasfure 
Saul would rufh into his own 
deftruCtion, notwith (landing he 
was fo fignally forewarned of 
it. Again, though we grant, 
that he might forefee, that the 
enemy would be too ftrong for 
Saul and his army, yet he 
fcould neither be fure, that he 
would engage them, efpecially 
after fuch a dreadful diflua- 
five, nor* if he did, that he 
6 


would certainly be killed, hfe 
and his three fobs. The IfraeU 
ties had won many a more 
unlikely viftory, and, at the 
worft, they might have efcaped 
by flight. We need not ob- 
ferve farther, how unnatural 
and abfurd it is, to fuppofe the 
devil, if it bad been he that 
fpoke to Saul, would have 
played the faint fo far, as td 
reprove him for his wickedneli 
and difobedience, but efpecial- 
ly for making ufe of an art id 
raife hilh up, which he irtuft 
have been too fond of, to dif- 
countenance in fuch a fevere 
manner. 

J„ Is indeed urged here, that 
there were two falfities in this 
pretended prophecy, which 
none therefore but either $e 
father of lyes, or a juggling 
old woman, could be tne au- 
thor of. The firft is, that the 
vifton fays to Saul, Thou anil 
thy font Jhall be <witb me —* 
Now, fay they, Saul died like 
a reprobate, by his own hands, 
and could not he where Samuel 
w>is, in the manfions of thb 
bleffed. But whb doth not 
fee, that it meant no more 
than thou Jhalt he dead, or in 
the other world \ as l now am t 
The other is, that the vffion 
fays to-monow , whereas the 
battle was not fought bn the 
next day, but a day or two 
after. But though this be 
granted, it doth not follow; 
txit the word VO ttiahar doth 
pofitively Imply here the very 
next day following ; it doth 
often ftgmfy jhrtiy, and fome- 
timeS 



vit ft imp Babyidtiw vqpmtsy* 

remained fpeechlefs for feme rime. His men, at length, 
came and raifed him up, and the old woman befought . 


times it ft aft dr, in frocefs if 
timti as when Mofes fays, 
When thy children Jhall ajk 
thee, mahar, hereafter , What 
meaneth fucb a ceremony or fe- 
Jlt’val? and fo on — -Welhall 
for once difpettfe with men- 
tioning the numerous authors 
of thefe two laft opinions, to 
avoid filling up near a whole 
page with quotations. 

Upon the whole then, we 
think, with the far greater 
number of learned antients and 
moderns* that it was really 
Samuel that appeared to the 
woman, and foretold Saul s 
death, and tfraePs defeat. 
This teems likewife to f have 
been the opinion of the antient 
Jews, from what we read m 
the book of Etclefiafiicus ( 100), 
where it is faid, that after his 
death he [Samuel] prvphefeed , 
and jbeiued the king his end, 
fcc. We fee but two objections 
that tan be made againft it ; 
and though we have premifed 
at the beginning of this note, 
that %very opinion hath its 
difficulties* yet we hope we 
Stall lefTeit thefe fo far, that 
they will appear inconfiderable, 
in comparifon of thole we have 
Urged againft the other two* 
The firft bbjeCtion is* that 
it were abfurd to fuppofe, that 
the devil has fo much power 
over the fouls of the dead, 
rifpectally of the (hints, as to 
make them appear vifibly, at 
the defire of a conjurer : to 
which it may be anfwered* 
that there is no neceffity for 


fuppofing here any fuch extra- 
ordinary power in the devil, 
but rather thatGop did caufe i 
Samuel to appear to Saul, to 
reprove him for his former,, 
And for this laft fiti ^particu- 
lar, of feeking for helps from 
wizards, contrary to, his (&- 
prefs commands to bring 
him thereby, ff pofliblfc,* *o 
fuch a fenfe p\ his faults, as* 
might preventM making fuch 
a#Jefpferate expand that all 
this happened contrary to the 
woman’s expectation, who could 
not be ignorant, that it was 
above tlfe power of her art to* 
evocate the fouls of the blef- r 
fed, and wanted only to ira- 
pofe one of her familiar fpirits 
upon him, and to fupply the 
reft by policy. It is therefore 
no wonder, that (he was fo 
terribly furprifed, when, in- 
(lead of one «f her imps, (he 
beheld the real apparition of 
that venerable prophet. 

But here it will be objected 
again, that it is very impro- 
bable, that God, who had re- 
filled to anfwer Saul, either 
by im, or by prophets, 
(hould now do it, at leaft 
feemingly, by the miniftry of 
a wicked woman. But here 
it mull be obferved ; i . That 
the text doth not imply, that 
the Lord refufed to anfwer 
him by urim , or by prophets* 
but that he had not the means 
of confulting by them ; for 
how could he confblt by urim* 
when the high*prieft was with 
David in the Philifine army ? 


(too) Ecchts, xlvi. Ultn 


a. Wert 
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Year of him, in the bumbleft terms, that he would take fome fuf- 
:he flood tenance before he went away ; which, after long impor- 
1293. tunity, he confented to: and, as foon as they had $&> 
® e ** ^l? r *freflied themfelves, they went their way, and reached their 
armv before break of day g« A dreadful battle foon enfued, 
according to all that had been foretold to Saul, whofe fear 
bauli , x e* Q f being a ji ve? an j ij| u f e( j [jy j^j s en eniies, rather 
feat anfr t ban the wounds he received from them (Q J, made him 
a * rufh upon his own fword, to put an end to his unfortu- 
nate lif*. Here the viftorious Phihjiines could not for* 

1 Sam. xxviii. paff. 

z. Were it\rue, that God we {hot Id lofe ourfclves in a 
had refufed jp anfwer him in labyrinth almoft as dark and' 
the ordinary 4 ways of jUrim, intricate, as thofe do, who 
and the like, yet it* doth hot fupj?ofe that two fuch re- 
follow, that he mig.'it not do it • markable events, as the death 
in an extraordinary one, mi of Saul and his three Tons, and 
order to make the greater im- the total defeat of the Ifrael- 
preffion upon him, who had itijb army, could be foretold 
all along been but too regard- fo pofitively and exadlly, ei- 
lefs of God's commands, when ther t by a juggling woman* °r 
communicated to him by the by the devil, or indeed by any 
prophet. He might likewife but an omnifcient power, 
be fufFered to feek for counfel (QJ Notwithftanding wh«it 
from a witch, to make him has been faid elfewhere (1), of 
fenfible what degree of impiety Saul* s receiving leveral wounds 
he had brought himfeif into j before he fell upon his fword, 
2nd God fending Samuel tore- for want of attending more 
prove him for it, was a fignat to the original than to ours, 
way of dtfcountenancing fuch and other verfions ; we beg 
a wicked and forbidden pra- leave to obferve here, that ft 
Oice. this place, and in the'Cbrow* 

However, we do not pre- cles, where the account of 
tend to remove all difficulties Saurs death is repeated, the 
that can be raifed againft this root of the verb is bin ehul % 
opinion ; but only to {hew, which fignifies to be in dread, 
that it is attended with fewer, in pangs, and alludes to the 
and lefs, than the other two. travail of a woman, &c. and 
For which reafon we fhall not >bn cballal , to wound, 
carry our inquiry fio farther ; So that it doth not appear, 
whether it were the real foul that he was at all wounded, 
of Samuel, ot an angel aflfuming but only in the extremity of 
his {hape ; whether Saul faw, fear, when he faw himfelf fo 
or only heard him fpeak ; and thick befet with enemies, that 
many others, concerning which there was no way to efcape {2). 
(1) Sup. volt ii. />. 147. (a) Vide Chald. paraph, Munft. Q al, in ioe . 

bear 
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bear venting their refentment on his dead body, and thofe * 
of bis fcns ; they mangled and hung them up upon the. 
ivalls of Beth-Jhfln . But the grateful JabeJhite r, remem- 
bering how Saul had Caved them formerly from lofing their 4 
pyes and liberty, foon after fent fome of their braveft men 
to refcpe them, gave them an honourable burial, and kept 
a feven day’s faft.in memory of their deaths h . 

David had been returned from the flaughter.of the 
plunderers of Ziklag about two or three days, when he* 
received the news of Saul’s and Jonathan’s death, by an 
Amalekite , who alfo brought him Saul’s crown and bra$e-* 
lets. How glad foever David mightjitfto heayof his eife- 
my’s death, yet that of his beloved janathat touched Jiim 
to the heart, and the great defeat of the Israelites caufe 4 
a general mourning and farting in his w1tj,ju army* As 
for the meflenger, ha, having ui^dvifcdlj^retended to 
have given Saul his laft wound at hisrddire, was oideied 
to immediate death, for having lifted up his hand againft 
the Lord’s anointed. David greatiy mourned the un- * V1 / 
happy fate of the father and fon, and their deaths 1 n fpi red ^^auf 
his poetic genius with one of the fiiuft elegies that ever*^^ , du , 
was penned, which h^caufed to be tranfmitted to future m 
ages t. 

As foon as they had done mourning for Saul , he con- 
sulted the Lord, which way he fhould fleer his courfe 
next; and was commanded to remove to Hebion. He 
was there again anointed king over Jm'uh* by thofe of that 
tribe, who came to him in multitudes ; whilrt: Abnci , Saql’s 
general, proclaimed his fon IJhboJbeth , who was then forty 
years old| king of Ifratl at Mahanam. Thus was the 
kingdom divided between thefe two, each enjoying his 
own^fhare quietly, without molefting the other, during the 
fpace of two years (R), the tribe of Judah cleaving to 
Davidy * and the reft, at lcaft for the molt part, to IJb- 

11 Ibid, cap. ulLjgr. 4« See before, vol. ii. p. 247. 1 2 Sam. 
i. per tot. 


, (R) At leaft tlfis feems to be 

{he fenfe qf thofe words, And 
ybbojhetb reigned two years 
(a) ; for it is plain he reigned 
Amch longer, but not peace- 
ably* Much the fame was 
&i 4 of the beginning of Saul’s 


reign (3)* Abner alfo might 
think it proper to take him 
to Mahanaim , which was be- 
yond Jordan , that, being free 
from the Philiftines , he might 
have time to recruit his fhac^ 
tered army. 


(a) 1 Sam . ii. jo, (3) 1 Sam, xju. 1. 


Uj/ir, amt . fub A . M. 2951. 

bo$eth :• 
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£fhbo- bojheth. The firft popular thing David did affir ijjJgL 
/flieth yfcf-was, to fend a meffage of thanks to the inhabitants Jo| 
tfrfir&aL Jabejh-gileadi for the regard they had paid to the bodies 
of the deceafed king and his fori$ fc . After which, he mar** 
ried Maacah , the daughter of Talmai king of Gejhtir , 
by whom he had z.htx'wzxdsAbfahm and Tamar* (S). At the 
end of two years, Abner , having repaired the Jordan with 
his army, encamped on one fide of the pool of Gibeon\ 
and Joab the fon of Zeruiah , David's general, over-againffi 
him on*the other. 

* Hitherto there had paffed no hoftilitieS, nor had any 
war’beeriMeclare^Hetween the two monarchs ; fo that, 
theif Yubjeofe on both fides being all Ifraelites , there wa$ 
a neeelfity of jnaking fome kind of hoftile overture, which 
might bringjRm an engagement : the two generals, there- 
fore, bethought tb^mlelves of thd following ftrange one* 
They agreed to fend twelve brave men out of each army, 
to meet in a proper place between them, under pretence of 
performing fome Warlike exercife ; but they were no 
( fooner come within reach of one another, than each man 
took his antagonift by the head, and Iheathed his fword 
in his body ; fo that they were al Y killed upon the fpot* 
In memory of this bloody feat the place was called Hel~ 
katb-hazzurim , the field of ftrong men ; and a dreadful 
Defeated battle immediately enfued, in which Abner's army waS 
by Davids totally routed, and himfelf forced to fly for his life. The 
general* purfuit lafted till fun-fe.t, by which time they were got 
a^farasthe hill of Ammak> within fight of Giab , along 
the wildernefs of Gibeon . Here the Benjammites rallied 

again under Abner, and, polling themfelves on. the rifing 
of the hill, refolved to make a flout defence ; but their 
general, who was weary of fighting, called to Joaf 9 and 
defired him to put a flop to the flaughter of his brethren, 
whofe deftru£lion could not but caufe bitternefs itf the end* 
foab y hearkening to him, caufed the trumpet to found a 
retreat 5 after which, Abner and his up* rtook the way of 

k 2 Sam, ii. 5. * Ibid. 3. 

(S) But we cannot think, law of Mofes . It is more 
with our learned IJJher , that probable, that he took her 
he contracted an affinity with prifoner, in one of his excur- 
that prince to ftrengthen him* fions againft that country, as 
felf againft his rival (4) $ that we {hall lhew in another note, 
being exprefly forbidden by the 

(4) Sub A M, 29 ro. 

Mahanaitriy 
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MahanaWy and Joab returned to Hebrbn- There were 
but nineteen men killed on David’s fide, but Benjamin 
|oft 360 m 5 and from that time David grew daily ftronger, 
and tjhboflpth weaker ; but the war between thofe two 
did not end till the death of the latter, which happened 
Ihortly after# 

I** the mean time Abner , who had ufed all his endea- 
vours to ftrengthen his matter's party, fet fuch a # value 
upon his own fervices, that he made no fcruple to have a 
criminal intercourfe with one of Saul’ s concubines* named 
Rizpah j and, whdh he was reprimanded for it by IJhbtjr lUbo- 
Jheth, he refentcd it fo highly, that h^fwore he *Would^ ttieth de» 
from that minute, become a friend to Davie} •; and* f$ntf* rte d h 
meffengers privately to him, to contrive a Revolt 5 after Abner, 
which he found out the following pretence Jor goir&g to 
him unfufpe&ed : David had fcnt fc o ijhboJhAb, to dclire 
of him to fend him his wife M'uhal , i/hom Say/, during 
his exile, had married to another; Abner, having ob- 
tained an order from him to demand hpr of her husband, 
took upon him to convey her fafe t <3 David ; apd, ac-^ 
companied with twenty men, went, and prefented Michai " 
to David, and was grjcioufly received by him. But, *as 
he was returning home, Joab , unknown to David, fent 
for him back to Hebron , under fome friendly pretence, 
gnd killed him as foon as he was come to the gate of the 
city, under colour indeed of revenging his brother Afabef s 
death, whom he had latelyTfain ; but much more likely, 
to rid himfelf of fo powerful a rivals As foon as David 
heard of it, he prottfted his innocence of that bloody 
deed, and vented his refentment in imprecations againft 
the author of it ; after which, hecaufed Abner to be de- 
cently buried, and attended his corpfe to the grave with 
all the tokens of forrow and refpe£l n . 

Ishbojheth foon heard of his death; and, as he had 
been the main fupport of his kingdom, both he and his 
pen began to f^ajj^hat David would foon be too ftrong 
for him. This implied two of his captains, Baanah and 
JRecbab, to confpire againft his life ; who, entering his 
chamber in the heat of the day, when he was lain down 
on his bed, barbaroufly murdered him % cut off his head \ 9 Murdered 
with it, unperceived, to Hebron* and prefented it Baanah 
to David, congratulating him upon the death of his com- and Re- 
petfrqjv It was hardly to be expend, that David, whochab. 


m 2 Sam. ii. paff. 
before, vpl. in. p. 174, fab not. 


* a Sam. iii. per tot. See 
bad 
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Year of had piinifhed the young Amdekite with death, for barely 
the flood pretending to have killed Saul , could forbear expreffing % 
* K ' 2 9 %\ much greater horror at this more inhuman regicide, and * 
Bef.C^iy i n fl,£mg a fmtable punilhr^nf upon the authors of it, 
i whitever advantage his affairs might feap from it. Ac- 

^^Ycordingly he commanded them to be immediately put to 
' death, and their hands and feet to be cut off, and hung 
up ovqr the pool of Hebron . As for the head of IJbbo- 
Jheth , he taufed it to be buried in the fepulcre of Abner , 
which was alfo in the fame city °. 

* \David by this time had reigned ove^ Judah in Hebrorl 
aUout* feVeiayears an half ; and, w r hen the refl of the 
trib$» *heardV>f IJhboJbctb’s death, they aflembled, and 
David pme to anoirjt him king over all Jfrael , and to pay their 
reigns homage to Win. Thefe aie reckoned, in another place P, 
over all to have amounted to "the num hereof 320,000 men, and 
the 12 upwards, ?)1 ready ormed, and expert warriors, out of all 
tribes. the twelve tubes} except part of that of Benjamin , which 
ftill adhered to the Ifioufe of Saul. David received them 


^tyith joy, and feafled 'them at Hebron during three days ; all 
that time, not only his own and the neighbouring tribes, 
but even fome of the more diftant 'Mies, pouring in plenty 
of provifions upon them q. 

Z.on On the next year, David went and befieged Jerufa- 

taben by [ cm # a ph C e f U ch ftrength, that it had flood till that time* 
Joab. againft the united force of Judah and Simeon. Here 
Joab fhewed fp rna ch bravery and conduct, that he was 
n^ade head general or ifiael r ; he beat the JebuJites that 
defended it, and carried the fortrefs of Sion 9 or Zion , 
by affault % which David made his refidence from that 
time. He inhrgul and fortified it from Millo inward 
round about, and called it the city of David , whilft Joab 
rebuilt the reft of the city, furrounded it with a ftrong 
wall 1 ; and from that time it became the meuopolis of 
Judea . 

I nt the mean time his fuccefs fo ?Vt>ined the jealous 
PhiliJlineSy that they came fuddenly'upon him, took 
Bethlehem , and put a garifon into it, before he could 
make any refiftance, whilft he was forced to retire to tfie 
cave of Adullam for prefent fafety u . It was here, that, ^ 
having exprefled a longing defire for fdme of the water of' 


o Ch. iv. pa(T. p Comp. 1 Chron. xii. 23, & feqa. with 
ver. 23,6: feqq. ** Ibid. ult. r 2 Sam. v. 8. 

1 Chron. xi. 6. * See before, vol. ii. p. 214. * Comp. 2 Sam. 

v. 9, & 1 Chro 11 . xi. 7, & feqq. " 1 Chron. xi. 1 5, & feqq. 

the 



C, VU. to the Babybnifh Captivity. Sf 

the Well of Bithhehem^ three of his chief worthies ven- 
tured through the enemy’s hoft* which Was encamped 
along the valley of Rephatm 9 and fetched him feme water 
from thence u. Soon after, having received a favourable D?v V 
anfwcr from Goj>, he fell upon and fo effe&ually dif -Jucce'js 
comfited the Philijlines at two different onfets, that they 
were never more able to make head againft him, or any tb'fcb 
of his fucceffors David finding himfelf thus ftrength- hhines 
ened,his army numerous and well difciplmed, under the con- 
duft of more than thirty worthies, who had all figftalized 
themfelves by fome Extraordinary exploits, and his ene^ 
mies fo thoroughly weakened, made a ^irtn alliance With 
Hiram king of Tyre> by whom he was furrifhed wit h 
cedars and other woods, and with expert workmen to 
build him a palace in his own city. He lilcewife 1n- 
creafcd the number of hir wives and c^nrubincS/ by whom 
he had a confiderable number of children borA at Jerusa- 
lem , befides thofe that were bonj to hirn^ ill Hebron (TJ ; 
all which did not a little contribute tc» his grandeur, as 
well as happinefs. 

Such 

« 1 Giron, xi. 17, & feq^. w Ibid. xiv. 10, & feqq. See 
before, vol. ii. p. 243, Sc feqq. 

# (T) David is recorded to excurfions againft the Gejhur~ 
have had fix wives in Hebron, ites , during his abode at Zik- 
befides Sauf s daughter, who""^bg (6) ; tot nothing of his 
was then with another huf- contraAfig-^uch a forbidden 
band. He is faid to have had affinity with their king. Nei- 
a fon by every one of the fix ther indeed is it likely, that 
former; by which is hardly fo zealous a man, as David 
fheant, that he had but one by was, would 'have married her 
each, bit that the text men- before fhe had renounced her 
tions only their firft-born (5). idolatry. But, as to what they 
As for the daughter add, of his forcing her to turn 

of the king of the Jew againft her will, and 

Jews affirm, thaMfe^y had that the ill hap of her two 
taken her captive, anofbrced children, Abfalom and Tamar, 
her tQ embrace the JewiJb re- the former of whom turned 
%ion ; bccaufe it was forbid rebel againft his father, and 
by the law of Mofes to con- the latter was ravifhed by Da~ 
tra& any affinity with the W’s eldeirhfon, was inflicted 
heathens. Either of thefe is on him as A punifhment for 
for from improbable, becaufe that violence (7), we dare not 
we read of his making fome warrant any thing about it. 

(5) % Sam . iff. a, Gf/*#, (6) 1 Sam , », 7, 8. 

ft Sam* iii. J*k not. *, 

7 


(7) Viii Munfi. 

How 
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7 iis gratis &0CH a feries of fucceffes, and the tiniverf^l | ?eace 
tode to. which then reigned through the whole kingdom, iliijajjtti 
that pious prince with the higheft fentiments of gratirtitte 
and religion, and with a define of making his city that 
centre, as it were, of God’s worfhip, by tranfporting 1 
the facred ark thither, which had continued almoft fifty 
years at Kirjath-jearim (V), and placing it in one of the 
beft .apartments in his new palace. He confulted the 
doers and chiefs of Ifrael upon it, aod> being anfweretj 
witu the univerfal approbation of the affembly, he dj- 
<jpat6hed meflengers through the whc£e kingdom to invite 
\\l the" pt lefts an r^evites, and as many of the people, as 
.\]/pv€ fo difpofed, to come to the folemnity* The ark 
accordingly fet upon a new cart, in order to he brought from 
Att&nadab's fioufe to Jetufalem , accompanied by David 
and his bv rod tildes of pr lefts and Levites , whq 

fung an<i ptayed Ipon various inftruments, and by a nu- 
merous conceal ft of people from all parts of the king- 
dom. But their j^y was hifpended by an accident, which 
filled the king and aflcmbly with wonder and fear. The 
ark was come to Nachon’s threfhing-flQor (W), when the 

r oxen 


How many wive-' and con- 
cubines he took afte'- he came 
from Hebron , the i xt doth 
not fay ; but motions only/' 
that he had tefi ft ~ \,vhem , 
by which the Talmudifts gather, 
that he had fixteen in all, be- 
fides Michal , who, being bar- 
ren, was to be exdeptcd out of 
that number. Hence they 
have paffed it into a law, that 
a king ought to have no more 
wives than eighteen (8) ; and 
they believe, that all Solomon's 
mifearriages were owing to his 
venturing to exceed that num- 
ber (9). 

(V) Archbifhop If /her reck- 
ons, that it was onA./e fir ft fab* 
baticalyear that i'Avas brought 
from Gilgal to Shiloh % and, 
that it was iikewife upon fucb 

(8) Vidf<prat. regat, jccxxlu 
( 10 ) Ann.ful A* 2959 . 


another year that it was re- 
moved fiom Ktrjath-jearim % 
to the city of David; ah 4 
that the lxviiith pfalm was fung 
by the people who accompani- 
ed this foiemn pyoceffion (10). 

(W) Though we have fol- 
lowed our verfion, it feems tt* 
u$ more probable, that th# 
word (l-D nacbon , or+iakon, is 
rather a participle than a pro 
per name, and ijgpifies ready 
fitted, or prov«r ; becaufe we 
find th&w'awid flopped at 
.proper outances to otter facri? 
dices ; and perhaps aJfo it might 
be the killing of the vi&uj |$ 
that made the oxen ftaj** 
There was, moreover, a very 
great irregularity in placing 
the ark upon a cart ; which* 
according to the law of Mojee, 

(9) Vide Jup, vol, iii. p* 141, fub rot, 

ought 



5 m thtt drew h, fianiog at famethuig, wert like to 
Ife ovcr-fbt the tart j to prevent which, Uzzah 9 one of 
^foumdab’s fons, who drove it, clapped his hand upon 
jfche ark in a furprize, an 4 was for his prefumption fmittea 
‘with immediate death. David could not forbear expref - j 
fiftg a more than ordinary grief at this feverity, and xt~ 
fpl ved to have the ark depofited in the houfe of Obed-edm , 
the fon of Jeduthun *, where it continued about # thlec 
months. Vavidy finding, foon after, that Goo iad 
blefled that Levite in an extraordinary manner, ever pnccl 
the ark had been under his roof, and being defiijg 
procure a fhare o| thofe divine bleffings, ca 
to be brought to his own houfe. However, * 4 ic « 
care to have it performed in a more regular manner, *by 
preparing a fumptuous tabernacle foi it (Xf, and calling 
the pi kits to bear it af cording to ^jod’s command, by 
offering facrifices at eveiy fix paces, aid bt fhewing an 
uncommon joy upon that fo'lemn occmc*/-, for he put#*' 
on a linen ephod, and danced before thf ark at the found 
of a great number of inftruments, inkmJich that Michaly 
Who Kaw the proceflion through a window, could not for- 
bear defpifing and reflecting upon him, for aCting, as fhe 
thought, fo far beneath I king of Ijrael. As foon as the 
ark was depofited in the tabernacle, be offered a large 
quantity of burnt and peace-offerings $ ^nd, having feafted 
tKe great concourfe of people who 
difmiffed them to their own?i 5 ^wes v 


* I Chron, xiii. 



e to the city, 


y 2 Sam. vi. per tot. 


Hs 


Ought to have been carried by 
the priefts upon their fhoulders ; 
and this lecident made him fo 
fenfible of his error, that the 
author of Itebook of the 
the Chronicles ^^ferves, that 
he acknowleged ittjfe^jgsiefts 
at the next removal of the ark, 
and cauftd them to bear it up- 
on their fhoulders to his houfe 
(n). 

(X) It may be wondered, 
that Dmdd chofe to cred a 
new tabernacle for the ark, in- 
ftead df fending for that which 
Mofis had cauied to be made 

(u) 1 tbfon. xv, II, fttf, 

Vot.IV. 


in the wildojnefs. It may be 
indeed reaionably fuppofed, 
that the precindure of his pa- 
lace was not capacious enough 
for the latter ; and this proba- 
bly is the reafon why it con- 
tinued flill, with the altar, and 
all its other facred utenfils, at 
Gibeon , till Solomon , having 
built his temple, caufed them 
to be brought and depofited is 
it, as we flail fee in its propex 
place (12). ^ 

(Y) The ark being that 
fixed in this new repofitory, 
the next care was to ^paint 

(22) VtdtMtimin, hit btmuUajb. 

F rht 
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He lent ioon after for the prophet Nathan % toconfult 
with him about the building of a ftately temple to ile 
Lord, who at firft highly applauded his pious defsgn, not 
doubting but God would ratify 'and profper it $ but God, 
^who appeared to him that night, dire&ed him to tell that 
monarch, that, though his intentions were highly accept-* 
able to him, yet, forafmuch as he had fo often defiled 
hi&h^nds with blood, he did not think him a proper per- 
foiifor fuch a work, but that he would raife him up a 
♦fontand fucceflor (Z), whofe reign he would blefs with 
i profound peace, and him with extraordinary wifdom, 
VHueiice, and prosperity, and that fie fhould build him 

temple.' He added, that it was upon him that he would 
fettle the tllrone of Ifrael unto the end, and prosper him, 
andfchb fuccelTors, in proportion to their obedience to 
him. Dajid> fujj of tl\£ fenfe of all thefe gracious pro- 
mifes, went ! nd pfcoftrated himlelf before the Lord, and. 
In tliC humbiWund moft ‘pathetic terms, acknowleged 

the clafles of prMs and Le~ text, thy feed, or fin , that Jbctll 
<vites to officiate bc/^re it, ac- proceed out of thy bowels (l$), 
cording to their fevc-al fun- the Jews infer, that the crown 
ftions. He aifo v hofe a num- could devolve neither to Am - 
her of fingers, andtolayers up- mon , Abfalom , Adonijab , nor 
on mufical inftrumeAts, to ce- to any of thofe fons that were 
ltbrate the praifes ol God in born before thispromife (16; 5 
their turns, to fet^di pfalnu^Out as the future is often ufed 
and hymns as fteyW^/^thyr for the perfett tenfe, acco/d- 
infpired perfon, compofed, in ing to the genius of the ori- 
order to have them fung up- ginal, the argument is noway 
on feftivals, and other folemn conclufive, unlefs we throw in-i 
occafions, The^author of to the fcale the obje&ion which 
the Chronicles has preferved us is urged againft the father, be- 
one of them, in words at ing equally flrong againft thofe 
length, which that monarch fons, who, bein^iu warriors, 
Compofed as an euchariftical had, no cjoub{$rembnjed their 
canticle, and delivered to the han<^jn-*d?r6od ; from which 
muficians, to be fung upon Solonwt+4v as to be altogether 
the removal of the ark to his free. This exception is not 
houfe(i4) and which may be indeed mentioned in the book 
juftly efteemed one of thefub- of Kings , but we find it lirg- 
limeft pieces of po My extant, cd in the book of Chronicles , 
whether for itsjSegancy, or as an argument why God did 
for theflrain of pet y and grati- not think David pure enough 
tude that runs thro’ the whole, to ere& fo facred an edifice to 

(Z^JFrom the words in the him (17). 

(14) 1 Cbron. xvi. faff, (u) 2 Sam, \ii. 12. (16) Vtdt Munfi 

Jun. el in Iq;% (17) 1 Cbron , xxii. 8. xxviii. 3. 
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■ r VIL 

is extreme umvorthinefs of All thefe promifed mercie^l 
*and his reliance on his omnipotent goodnefs for the fuj- 
filling of them in his own good time h ; and From thence- 
forth applied part of his care jn making preparations for 
that fumptuous bijilding, and in laying up for it immenfe 
quantities of gold, filver, copper, precious ftones, wooc 
and other materials. For, in thofe fuccefsful wars whig 
he had again# the Philtflines c , Moabites d , Amalekiti 
the kings of Zobah , Syria f , and Edom $ ; of which / 
heft account has been given in their feveral hiftoriesVth^f 
Could be got out of the facred records ; he an^fled Jpcht 
prodigious quantityiof the richtft fpoil, part of /e 

never failed to dedicate to this defjgn, that tlprwejdfh 
which he left his fon at his death is almoft b^orid # bftly f 
His oeconomy was not inferior to his fucq/s ; he found, 
that the keeping of a 'numerous army wouldr either eahauft 
his treafury too much} or cau£r tc® creat a«fhare of his 
fubje&s lands to lie uncultivated j tojpreynt jvhich^ he 
appointed twelve bands, each # of 24,crcj4nen, 
per officers over them, to ferve e J thoif refpeftive 

months in the year ; utter which, th*e\/ were difrmfled vf . 
their own private affairs dtning the gniar eleven months. 
He likewife appointcd*twelve expert prrfons over hi* fi- 
nances, under Azmaveth and Adtmtm ; and judges 
in every tribe, to adminifter juftice tc^he people ; befide$ 
j;hofe of his great council, who had fhe affairs of religion 
and ftate under their cojg^; the folmer under the two 
high-priefts, Zadok the fonj^ A hi t L>f* a rjjl Abimelech the 
fon pf Abiathar (B) $ and the laffe/untler proper office/s, 

among 

b z Sam. vii. paff. i Chron. xvii. alib. c See 

before* vd. n. p. 248. d Ibid p. 135. c Ibid. p. 187. 
t Ibid. p. 301. g Ibid p. 177. bee 2 Sam. viii. paf£ 


(B) already taken 

notice, that two were, 

the one, tidmelyfd^^Sok, of 
the eldeft, and Abimelech of 
the youngeft branch of Aaron's 
family, and that the high- 
priefthood had often ftulted 
from the one to the other ( 1 8) ; 
hut that one of each branch 
fhould exercife the pontifical 


function, at the fame time, it 
what is not to be met with ei- 
ther before or fince. It i? 
probable, that Saul, after he 
had, killed all the priefts in 
Nob, except Abiathar, who fled 
to Da9fd. might fet xvpZadok 
to official in that dignity in 
Jfrael, as Ikleazar did in Ju- 
dah ; and that, when David 


J18) Fi 4 < fup* f>* 71, & . & mt$ 

F z 


came 



0 & 1 , ( the Hiftory ef the Jews &£ 

among which Joab was general of the army \ JeheJh*pb$ 
was cnief fecretarv, Seraiab recorder, Benatab over the 
Chef $t bites and Peletbites (C) ; whilft fome of the king^i 
fons were fet over all thefe officers h. 

Bur neither the cares of the ftate, nor his uncommon 
p /ona\ piofpeuty , could make him forget his affe&ionate engage- 
than’j fo\ ments to his late generous friend Jonathan • He fought 

h See i Chron. xxvii. paflf. 

Ame h> be ldng of all the 1 1 Chcrethitrs, and fb on (23) ; 
trme$/Vt did not think fit to from whFch it is plain, that 
delrive ?^her of thee* office, they mull have been either 
r fifffered frem both to con- Phihjitnes , or fome people that 
«tinue in it, bu^hether alter- dwelt among them, as theGr- 
fiatel/' or fubord nately, certain Jhunte ' did; unlefs we will 
it is, that tht^ are £ill*mciv fupporfe with Tteniellius, that 
tioned together upefi feverai they were a colony of Ifraelttei 
otffcr ovT^iOiis (Sri til the be- that took poflcffion of that 
ginning ot%So/7WL^\ reign* country, after the Philifiines 
•when Zadok's com Author was had been driven out of it, which 
"’’divefted of his dign fy^for hav- we fee no grounds for admit- 
ing gone over to the p^rty of ting For we find the prophet 
Adonijah (20). Ezekiel joining the Chetethites 

(C) It is not eai^ to guefs and Pbiltjlines together, either 
who thefe weie The - Chaldee as fynonymous, or at leaftco- 

C raphraft renders theL words habuers (24). Another pro- 
# archers and flmgers;\nd the^/Lwt exprefies himfelf much 
tabbies underftaxi^^^tfenv -uter the fame manner with 
afefurdly enough, fome th* urvn regard to them and the Canaan- 
and thummim, and others the ttes (25). Thus far concern- 
grand fanhedrin (zi); and, if ing the Cheret bites. 
we have no better'^elps, we As for the Peletbites, we 
may remain in the dark long meet with nothing concerning 
enough. But we have already them, except their being joined 
hinted elfcwhere, that the Che - with them in this plflce, and in 
rethites were PhihJHnes (22), fome chapters x *£ter, where 
and (hall now give fome further they are boj&tfmentioned as ac- 
proofs of it. compai^Mg David when he 

When the Amalekites had fled from his fon Abfalom (26). 
burnt Ziklagt and David , in But, whether thefe two people 
purfuit of them, met with an were captives of war, auxiliary 
Egyptian ; that youth^.formed troops, or a kind of lifeguard, 
him, that they hajf made an we will not venture to deter* 
incurfloninto the<*outh of the mine. 

(19) PI it int. it 2 Sam. Xv. 24, 29. xix. 1 r, ftT it. fcf alii, f&o) t 

Kings ** 7 s *• "• 35, QP altb. ( 21 ) Vid. Munft % in fa* ( 22 ) Vid.fup. 
4 »t 11. p . *23, (I). (23) I Sam. wp*. 14, (*4) Cb. xxv. 16. 

Z*pb$n, u. 5. (2 6) 2 Sam , xv* iS. 

out 
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out bis only fon Mepbibojhetb , whom he Tent for to court* 
after having ftiewed him all poffible tokens of friend- 
Slip and tendernefs, caufed all the lands of his royal 
grandfather to be reftored to him, commanding Ztba j 
his head fervant, to improve them to the bed advantage 
for his mafter $ and appointed him a table in his own ^pa- 
lace, and among his own fons 5 which bound that ydpngL 
prince to his intereft to the day of his death i. * / #*v 
His gratitude to the king of the Ammonites di/ not , 7 ^°^ 
,meet with the fams returns : Nahajh , from whom JbavfsL' liooc * 
had received fometgnal favqurs, being dead, hftchtyin r^p!‘ 
embafly to Hanun lis fon, with offefs of ren^ing # tl^ir ^ r “ 
antient friendihip 5 '.but that weak princyunjuffly^Tu- 37 * 
fpeding, as has beeli formerly hinted k , Jie cmbaf^dors* V ^ rX ^ 
^Vere come upon foi^p bafer defigri, treated them in a 
molt fhamefuj manner, and lent triei^i avdky, This af- 
front, however, turned to David' s 
Was font to revenge it at the ‘head o| ? 7 po^L?ful army, 
who gained a complete vidory agair/t the Ammonites ,• 
and their confederates. The Syrian/ "a/ le agamft hint 
With frefli forces on the next year, \Lfre fo cfftduJly 
defeated, that they fverc glad to uPt.un a peace of 
him, and to become his tributu 1 s. Tpe Ammonites would 
have been glad to have done the fai /e ; but David was 
Too exafperated and too fuccefsful Igamft them, not tQ 
purfue his victory to the%^.<ofl:, b^J^nding Joab to in- 
vade their country, +A did with that 

valpur and foverity, as reduced them to the lowdt ebb 

Whilst Joab was taken up with the fiege of the Year of 
metropolis of the unfortunate children^ Ammon x a place *h e flood 
of fuch ftrength, that it held out two years agamft him, 1513. 
Davict , wholly* relying on his valour and condud, wasBef. Chr. 
enamoured at home of a beautiful woman, whom he had 1035. 
©bferved fa|ftiing herfelf one evening in her garden. She V/V"V-J 
was the daugfe^| v and wife of two of his braveft captains, tin *dui- 
and who weie then with Joab at the^. v - 

fiegej 


1 2 Sam, ix, paff. k See before, vol 
X. paiT. See More, vol. ii. p. 145. 


(E) At leaft we find erne 
Sham in the number of Da - 
Kid's worthies, who was the 



1 2 Sam* 


fon of Ahi&hpkel (29), and is 
fuppofed to have been her la- 
ther. If fo, it is no wonder 




(29) 2 Sam. xxiiii 34. 
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itege j but his paflion proved too violent to admit of any 
check from reafon or religion, or even of a delay* Bti 
iudden pregnancy, and the danger (he was, in, of being 
Xut to death for it, according, to the law of Mofes y fe£ 
tSfe king on an expedient to prevent the latter, by fending 
for yer hulband from the fiege, under pretence indeed ot 
nfolrmng himfclf hoiv it Was cahied on, but in reality, 
i\ hVnes of his fpendmg a night or two with her ; but, 
xihetker * Uriah had any fufpicion oF the wrong done to 
Jyhether, indeed, he thought k beneath the bra^ 
veW OrV^faptain to^o and folace himfdf at home, whilft 
ic^^m'ei'al Wd fellow- fold iers were exf/ofed to the fatigues 
pf a fiege, he r^de this laft his excufe for lying that night at 
the g#te of the lalace with the reft of/he king’s guard. The 
king tried / hiftil>n the wext day, a feeond time, after having 
mad e hi m ^at St hist table, and plied him well with wine ; 
fc h he w^s, fpent that bight alfo with 
the guards ;*\chi&ijade the difappointed monarch refolve 
Jp facnfice his Jifo^o* that of his faithlefs wife. Accord- 
ingly, on the flsp’Siorning, he difpatched him with a 
letter to Joab , \{*hcrc?n he ordered ^hat general, the fitted 
perfon for luch a n’oody deed, to expofe that brave officer 
to fofne imminent t^inger, and to leave him to the fury 
nnd inur df the befieged. Tl^ s was accordingly done ; and David, 
tiff* having received the r\/ws of hjs ^cath, foon (heltered her 
from danger, h£?p£s wife k . We have feen* 

clfcwhere, the Tucft?* or^this long fiege, and tht hard 
fate of the conquered Ammonites * .* all we need to add 
here is, that what is fatd there of their monarch’s crown* 
that it weighed a u&ent of gold, that is, upwards of nj 
pounds, is rather to be underftood of its#worth than its 
werght, that is, that the gold and precious ftones, With 


h 2 Sam. xi. paff. 


that confummate politician did 
lo eafily join in the Ton’s con- 
fpiracy, to revenge the affront 
done to his fajnily byjhe fa- 
ther (29). As footer huf- 
band, he is furnam / 1 the Hit- 
W/f^bccaufe he wdSrof that na- 
tion, aod a profelyte to the 


1 She before, vol. ii. ^14 6, 

Je'wijF'lti igion, or was fd 
called upon fome warlike ex* 
ploit he had atchieved againft 
them (^o). Jofepbtts neither 
mentions this as a furname, of 
as that of his nation 1 but only 
fays, that he was Jwh\ s ar* 
mour-bearer(3i). 


f zg ) mSam* xv. 12, fcqf, vid, Heir commert, tn toe . (30) 

ifrtuyer, witnft* Jun, (g *}, (31) Ant . U vu. c. 7. 



, yil. Babylonifli activity. « 

which it was adorned, was equal in worth to a talent of 


athanV 
raboli- 
i fpeech 

David. 


•Ik the interim God, highly provoked with David for 
two fuch heinous crimes, made choice of the prophet 
Nathan to go and denounce hi$ fevere judgments againft 
him, at the time when that monarch, infenfible of \ M 
guilt, was hugging in his arms the fruit of his adulter 
The prophet, who knew his generous and upright Jielrt, 
in any cafe wherein this new and criminal paflion w:\tfno 
concerned, accofted him with a parable of a wealthy Jhani 
Who had fpared his I wn numerous flocks, and feiz£|vP' 
an only favourite lanb of a poor neighbour, tcy*ean a 
hungry gueft. He felled his ftory with fuchytggrafc^p- 
circumftances, that king, in anger, pronounced Jen- 
tence of death againftVhe peifon who had jpeen guilty of 
fuch an unnatural violaice. Xhe \ro^is 
out of his mouth, than Nathan made nim/fenfibk^ that 
he had pronounced it againft hynfelf, lj/ wfda 

a prophetic boldnefs, that he was the tg l ty er fon , and 
mudimore fo, in that he had not only dented the bed of* 
a faithful captain, but had murdered ifm'y/y an enemy's 
fword, that lie might fake the aduifrefsimto his bofom ; 
and concluded with denouncing the crafts of the divine 
refentment againft him, that Uriah's murder would prove 
«n endlefs fource of bioodfhed in hisiown pofterity ; and 
that his adultery, how pirate fo ever/ fhould be expiated 
by the open defilement oN*\ ftown Pnd concubines, 

by thofe of his own family, aruTTn #he face of the fun. f 

This terrible fentence brought David to fuch a deepJ 7 /j re- 
ftnfe of his guilt, that his heart, full of it, coul tifentance. 
only fay, I have finned againft the Lofr:.* j but the finecre 
remorfe, with which it was uttered, obtained an imme- 
diate alleviation of the punifbment. However, the un- 
happy fon^af BatbJI)eba was doomed to death, and David 
tried in vaur^ obtain a reprieve for him, by prayers and 
tears, by faftiff^* ; ^ife:cloth, lying on the ground, and 
other marks of repentance. As lor tlie other part of the 
ifelttence, which related to his wives, it was ibon after 
fulfilled by his unnatural fon /ib/alow, as we (hall fee 
,|non. The child being dead, according to the faying of 
Sbe>prophct, David comforted his ntV wife for the lofs 
of it ; foon aft^r which fhe* found her^f pregnant, and 
he called the fan, that file then bore to him, Solotnon , a 
name ftgnificative of his future peaceful reign, to which 

* % 

n ’ z Saxn xii. 30. SccBochart. hieroz. Ljs Scen. eflay, & al. 
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Nathan tided that of Jedidiah , or beloved of the bo ***** 
fuch as he proved indeed, at leaft during the former part 
of his glorious and fuccefsful reign. 

But it proved far otherwife with the remainder of that 
f his father, who, what hopes foever he might have con- 
nived, from the birth and promifed glory of this new 
fok^ and from his victory over the Ammontt&y that hie 
ref^ntance had happily di farmed the divine anger, he 
ceafed feeling fonrie of the feverefi and moft fenfible 
foltes cf it, to the laft periods of his life $ not fo much 
rnJjWs enemies without, as fromf his own children. 
Amnon’j eldeft fop, was fcarcely eighteen years of age, 

incejl. *hc 4 *s<vd the foundation of all t/ie domeftte troubles 


teca 


or his too ii 
One his 
Maacahf tli 
whofe be^it 

afhamed tiNj/fc 
« gab, the fon ctf 
*the fatal fecret&du 
niftied him witWn 


Jgent father, by an /Innatural inceft with 
lifters. David har had two children by 
nngyefir of 'Gejhuty *Abfalom and Tamar % 
e the unhappy caufe of this unlawf »1 
as obftrved to pine away fecretly, 
the caufe of his trouble, v/htn Jtma- 

D/vrtt/} 1 * finMna ntiT.nri! 


f eah % David's brother, hiving pun, pc J 
not only cncouiaged !un», hut fut ~ 
atagem to perpetrate tn <i r J Ta- 

mar, acco dingl^L was fcarcely turned into hia bed- 
chamber, before lae, having previoufly lint all his 
attendants far enough, laid hold on her, and, in fpite of 
all her prayers and rimonftrajj^*, ravifhed her. His lull 
thus fatisfied, Jje^wgeiv^5u r ch a difguft againft her, 
that, not being t>fcar her prefence any longer, and 

Ending a juft and modeft relu&ancy in her to withdraw 
\n that deplorable condition, his barbarity rofe to filch an 
height, that he violently caufed her to be turned *out of 
h s houfe by fome of his fervants. Her grjef and con? 
fufiop were fuch, that, forgetting every thing but her 
prefent misfortune, fhe only fought how tox^prefs her 
fenfe of it by the moft lively tokens ; hv<^^ing her vir- 
gin robes, covering her heao with filling the &ix 

with her cries. ,In this manner (he went to Akjahtt^l 
houfe, who, being her brother, both by father and m& 
ther, was the propereft perfon to procure her a redrafts 
if any could be ha#' That prince, who w*s no Jefi 
politic, than haugfty and revengeful, contented him&il 
for the^ prefent ^nth defiring her to conceal her grief 
feeing it was a brother who was the caufe of it, and tc 
fpend the remainder of her days in folitude with him 


* 3 Sam. xii, paff. 


whic! 
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which Ibc did accordingly ; wbilff he, young as he was* 
did fo well conceal his refentment, that Amnon had not 
the leaft fufpicion of it. When the news of this villain- 
ous a&ion came to David's ears, he was exceedingly 
troubled at it, but that was alt 3 Amnon was his eldew 
fon, and he could not prevail upon himfelf to infiift ajiy 
other punifhment on him, than th it of his difpleafure. f 
This remiffnefs did but add fuel to Abfahm's hatrda 3 j 
though he did not find a proper opportunity for hi& deAgftj 
till two years after. • The better to conceal his rev|ifige,/ 
he invited his father tnd all his brothers to a fhectf mea*/ 
ing feaft, which he wis to make at Btfal-bazor* ric eafiV 
excufed the king, wm> declined going, from/a principle 
of ceconomy ; but he mfifled, in particular, upon his bro- 
ther 'Lnwns favouring\im with his jr^fenoniyi thf'lhe reft 
of his brethren, and ealily obtained his conijnt. # ;When 
(.hey w^re come to the place', he recei ic^ *Vi *'* y Ii ^ 
air which fhewed nothing lefs *than hif r/uidn ifig inten- 
tion 3 bn\ as foon as he obferved, that* wiofc had raifed^ 
t tW mirJi to thedefired pitch, he gav-: a fignal to fume 
pf iiis fc-va who immediately fi^uDjn Amnon , and Amnon 
ftabbed him 10 death 3 \lhilft the reft oflrthe king’s fun $ y nmdered 
expecting, perhaps, their turns would/e next, made all b Abfa-# 
poffible hafteto get to their mules, arfl iode away to 
/fijalem* Before they c<mid reach ft, word had been ^ d <[ 0 . 
brought to the king, thatJK^ifcw ha 'U aufed all his bre- ^ ^ 

thrento be aflaffinated 3 who, living this dread- 

ful news, abandoned himfelf to the moft violent expref- ' 0 
fions of grief. The fervants that were about him endea- 
vouredto bear a part in this tragic fcefr>and flood round 
him wi^ji their cloaths rent. Jonadab only, the infamous 
inftrumentof Amnori s inceft, rightly guefled that he alone 
had proved the vi£lim of Alfa lorn's revenge. He acquainted 
the king wiRi^his thoughts, which were foon after con- 
firmed by the itfjVal <jf the reft of the young princes, 
who, fcarcely recovered from their fright, told him all 
that had happened- It was a melancholy meeting on all 
hands 3 the king mourned for fome time the lofs of his 
eldeft fon, whim his murderer, not^sxpedling the fame 
rqthiflhefs from him, went and fhelterekjhimfelf under the 
proteftion of his grandfather the king Gejhur^ wheie 
he continued three whole years 

By that time, Joab , obferving that the king exprefled 
left grief for his dead fon, than uneafinefs for his abfent 

® 2 Sam. xiii. per tot. 
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one, reasonably concluded, that, if he could work upon 
him to recal him by any ftratagem that could but lave hi$ 
honour, it would be an acceptable fervice to them both f 
To compafs this, he inftru&ed a notable woman, whom 
ie had fent for from T ektmh^ a place not far from Jeritfa * 
to addrefs herlelf to the king under the perlonage 
om diftrefTed widow, juft on the brink of being bereaved 
.of vet only fon, who was in danger of being put to death 
having killed his brother in a fray, by which there 
U be a total end of her hufband’s name and family* 
her ftory with fuch pathetiJexpreffions of grief, 
t$at,X)2t4'& moved with compafliof, gave her his royal 
j, thanher furviving fon Ihould^he ftieltered from all 
futipe profe\tion. He had fcarce/6ound it with an oath, 
when, pccQrJng to her inftruftio^, ftw took the liberty, 
though in til hujhbleft ferms, to reprefent to him the 
elf, by fuflering his fon to continue lon- 
ger in hi5 ^inu^n/'nt, feeing that could by no means recal 
the dead, wri^fe^le, once gone, was like water fpilt upon 
’the ground, Vjhich could not be gathered up again. *The 
king, perceivnh;^^ was at the bottom of this, taxed the 
woman with it ; md ihe, in the rfiodefteft terms, acknow- 
leged it, adding, hat the king was as an angel of God, 
from whom it was^mpoffible to conceal any thing* Joab y 
who was prefent ar this while, took this opportunity 'I fcn 
falling proftrate ijjfire hiupf^'emingly to beg pardon for 
his ftratagem,^ 5 i^lSfeii^^ lay hold on his promife in 
ftvour of Abfalom ; and David immediately ordered him 
to be fetched from his baniftiment, but with this condi- 
tion, that he ftyw 1 J not approach the king’s perfon, but 
retire to his own houfe ; fo that he did not ice the king 
for two whole years after his return (H,. But, being 


(H) The text here takes no- 
tice of his excelfive and en- 
fnaring beauty, which fo cap- 
tivated the hearts of the people 
to him, that it infpired him 
with the firft fentiments of his 
unnatural rebellion^/ 

There is a dififilty in this 
place (37), mention 

is made of Abfalom ' s three 
fons, and of one daughter, 

( 37 ) 2 Sam, 2 7* 


named Tamar jy^ttereas it is 
faid, in anpf$er place ( 3$), 
that up a pillar in 

the king's dale, to perpetuate 
his name, becaufe he had no 
male i(Tue. All that can be 
fuppofed, is, that they died its 
that (hort interval, though no 
mention is made of their 
death. 


(38) Ibid cL xviii, 

tired 
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tilled at length with living fo long in difgrace, and haying 
•* feht in vain for Joaby once and again, to come to him, 1 ~ 
fotad no other way of bringing him, but caufmg fome wj 
nis adjacent corn to be fet on fire. Joab foon came to , w . . 
him at the news of this unexpected treatment ; and, after / xo *5* * 
fome paflionate expoftulations on both fides, it was 
that the king lhould be applied to in favour of his foil, / 
which was foon after fuccefsfully done by that politic fj V * 
iteral • / I 

T his reconciliatioif could not but convince dbfalfA of 
his father’s extraordir|ry fondnefs for him ; but th;^u!t^ J 
grateful prince only f\ught how to make the rrj,*^ unaa ,* 
tural advantage of it. \ He immediately procr/cd A iufn~ 
ptuous equipage of cmriots, hoifes, and r<lmnir%~f(tf>t- 
men, to attract the eyes \>f the people y a$id, li\»n * ffe&ed 
popularity, and feeming companion for tho^ M|)jjqSpame 
to the king forjuftice, it was # not loi *b >C'J, ‘pel 
fuaded them, that they would be much li.^piev under his ^ 
government. This he continued doirig * imre yeaVs neieh 

after which, finding himfelf ftrong epo-igh jo break o\it a S utn /^ 
ihto an open rebellion, hg obtained l^Je J his too eafy^ /w - 
father, to go and perform a pretended Jvow in Htbron , °t 

where he had appointed the chief of his Arty to meet him ^efloodf 
others, who were difperfed tf/rough the t r ibes,n^pf 
were ordered to proclaim Idm king, a c Voon as they heard e * r * 
the fignal given by the fcwvl^f tlv ^.umpet. At his 
coming to Helton , he fent for * 7 w itt^^uei (K) ; and the # 

p z Sam. xiv, per tot. 


( 1 ) The text fays forty years 
{39) 5 buj the learned Ujkcr has 
foewed, that it can be only 
meant from David's being firit 
Anointed b and not 
from his reconcih^pn to Ab- 
salom { for this rebt/. on hap- 
pened about four years after it 
(40). That prelate obferves, 
tfet it >was before or about 
WhitfmtiAe* by the new fruits 
and parched corn which Bar - 
ktlki brought to David in his 
flight (41). 

We may likewife obfervfe 
fere, that Alfakm is the hrft 


who intrfcbyed the ufe of 
hoifes in I/tael : till then, the 
kings ufed to ride on mules, 
and the greatelt nobles upon 
afle«, as we have feen in the 
hiitory of the judges. 

(K) We have taken notice* 
in a late note, of the fuppofed 
reafon of his defeftion,naroely, 
his near relation to Batbjbeba * 
and his A&ntment for the in- 
jury done ‘ *,b her by David, 
which he dir*not think fuffU 
ciently recompenfed by his 
marrying her (42). 


(3J,) % Sam . xvi. 7. (40) Ann* tub A . M. ig n. 

kvu, i$\> ( 4 i) Sub nut* (E), 


( 41 ) 2 Sam. 

defe&ion 
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defc&ion of that great politician, who had been>ono of 
David's chief counfellors, did not contribute a little to 
increafe £he number of confpirators. David was then at 
ten news were brought to him of his fon*s 

I , being afraid either of being furprifed in it} 
e caufe, perhaps, of its inhabitants being 
id, he left his palace to the caie of ten or 
and made what hafte he could out of the 
as he came to the next convenient place, 

, to take a melancholy view of the handful 
followed him. jc 
> fe that attended the^cing, were the high- 
and Abiathar , at thf head of a number of 
had brought the of God with them? 
er, did not think £ t, that they fhould fol- 
coihmandcrti them to bear the ark back to 
er&e they might fend him intelligence of 
* ail thaY^^rTeS' ^Kr e, by their two fons Ahimaaz and Jor 
nathan , an4 afSit him with their counfel, as they were 
endued witVi thii^gi ft of prophecy; whilft he went and 
concealed hirWllf fome of the plains of the wildernefs, 
refolved to fu&ijit ti whatever £jod fhould deciee con- 
Ahitho- cerning him. Aj/oon as the priefts were departed, David 
fhel joins received the melairfholy news, that Ahithophef was gone 
in the re - over to his fon ; uj pn which, he prayed earneftly to 
hellion. to confound whatever eg that old flatefman fhould 
give to the went up foon after, he and 

his fmall troop, the ufeent of mount Olivet . The*4n arc h 
was mournful beyond expreflion ; the king, bathed in 
tears, went up wi'h his head covered, and his feet bare, 
whilft his forro&dul retinue exprefled their deep concern 
for him, by the livtlicft expreffions of real grief. When 
they were come to the top of it, and had offered un 
thur prayers to God, Providence fent hin>*0ti old friena 
ramed Hujhai , who came with his cloaflkTrcnt, refolved 
to (hare in his misfortunes. Ddbid, Though fatisfied of 
his fidehtv, did not think fit, however, to take him imp 
his retinue, but rather begged of him to join himfclf to 
that of his rebellious fon, where he might do him much 
greater fervice, thwarting the counfels of Ahithophef 
and by inform^ him, by means of the two high*prieft$» 
of every thing Vnat was refolved among the iebels> Hujha J 
readily accepted the office, and acquitted himfelf of it 
with fuch faithful zeal, that he proved one main inftru- 
ment of their overthrow % 

* 2 Sam, xv. & xvi, per tot. 
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? I# the mean tj whilft the farrowful monarch was 
on hid march, j£/to, the treacherous fervant of Mephiba* 

Jbeth , brought him fome neceffary refrdhments ; and* 
being aflced where his matter was, told him, that he was 
then at Jerufahn , where he expe&ed to be fhortly re- 
ttored to the throne of IfratL An accident* that followed 
Upon the heels of this falfe report, helped to convince/ 

David of Mephibojhctb’s ingratitude. He was feared* 
come as fitifias Baburim , a village not very far diffar/t 
from that metropolis, when he was met by one of Saits 
family, named ShijneL who had the boldnefs to thrSw 
vollies of ftones at nm, accompanied with the brf'Jreft 
curftes and imprecations, for being the* author c? Saul's 
misfortunes, notwithftrnding David was, at *nat tirfifc, 
furrounded by his guard 4 , and all his friends. JThis unqjc- 
pefled indignity fo enrdged fome of.hjs ca^tsyns that 
they offered to go and fmite off rfis head - T but Dayi# re- 
ftramed them, by putting therfi in mind of.Jfu 
natural fon, who fought a tendef father*! li e, y ’Ail ft this 
Benjaminite expreffed no more than a natural foncern for 
Saul's houfe ; adding, that, if his curfes came from God, 
patience and refignation would moJr/eff' ttually avert 
them, than fuch a blood)A refen tmenc. / 

By this time Abfalom and Jhttkophel ycro come lo Je- 
ru jj*l em J an( l ^ ere lt was t ^ iat Hujhai c/me to congratu- 
hrcand offer his fervices to him. Al'falom , who knew 
him to have been a very farVjruI ^rienC his father, ex- 
preffed fome furprize, at firft, at ..w-^e£ted change; 
but wd^infwercd by that confummate politician, that he* 
thought it high time to abandon the father’s intereft, when 
Providence h. d fo openly declared for* fon ; fo that 
he had now no more to de, but to ferve him with the 
lame fidelity, that he had done his father. Such a footh- 
ing fpeech could not but pleafe the proud young prince, 
who admitteifthim into the number of his counfellors, with- 
out the leaft fu»p icion ^ and repofed fuch confidence in 
him, that he foon after preferred his advice to that of 
Abitbopbtly and loft thereby the faireft opportunity of fe- 
curing the victory and his father’s crown to himfelf. As Hh ad - 
fcon as they were well fettled in the* king’s palace, a vice 
council was called, in which Abitbopbet Avifti the prince Abuuom* 
to rear up a pavilion on the top of the hdA^e, and go and 
lie with his father’s concubines in the face ot the fun (L). 

Thk 
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This, as we obferved greateft indignity I 
ire, being efteemed the ottered to a orov 


iuld be 
lead, that 
helhih 




jghr 


for aug 
time in fon 
would^fali 
it w&iltf 
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Th* next thm$ which ^WRIqKLrf^prppofed was, 
be lent at the head of 12,000 chSm men, to fall upon 
*4 David's little army, wbilft they were ftill weary with' their 
hai. flight $ alluring him, that, as foon as the king was tal^en 
off, which himfelf engaged to do, all .the people would 
gladly come over to him as ope Jfnam This cuunfel wa$ 
approved both by Abfalm , and all the elders of Ifrael ; 
1 jt, as it was given in Hujhaih abfence, the prince re- 
‘ to have his advice upon it; and HuJhaL being in- 
led of it, and wifely forefeeing, that, i|ifr were fol- 
David muft be inevitably loft, omitted nothing 
ule him from it. He told thf> council, that David 
officers were men of too / eat valour and expe- 
w fuffer *themfclves to be/thus furprifed : that, 
ae kpew, they had fortfiied themfelves by that 
\ caVerns, or among /ae rocks, whence they 
f*ut ypan thfp withnuch defperate fury, that 
kmpoffible for them to ftand the fhock : that 
1 ’ l unhappily* beaten back in this firft enter- 
Jf David 7 b valour would quickly fpread to 
as 'would injeft an univerhtl terror into all 
d gn e the exafperatcd king the faireft op- 
the confpiracy. For thefe reafons, 
k/>ht it dangerous to undertake any thing 
againft him, till 'Abfalom had wholly dilheartened his men, 
by calling together all Ifrael from Dan to Beerjheba ^^ tnd 
pouring his troops to thic k u& oA them, that neither means 
nor hopes irgg hiM? lefy^^ ricape. His fwollen and af- 
^e&ed fpeeclicftfrl\ ffldifly have failed being being fu- 
Ype&ed, had not Providence fuffered both the younjp|)rince 
and the council to be blinded with it. jthitkophd was the 
only perfon wli^’perceived the drift, and dangerous con- 
jfequencc of it ; fo that, vexed at the heart lo fcQ,HaJhai 7 9 
advice preferred to his own, he ordered hisafs to be faddfed, 
and rode away with all fpeed to his houfe, w^ere, having 

liellilh politician told him, was ^ 

the molt effe&ual means to 
make his men fight defperately 
for him, becauie they would 
then look upon th« breach as 
irreconcileable : §mi it could 
Hot be expelled Jfi hat Abfalom , 
who had already been guilty 
of fratricide, and of rebellion 


prize, 
fuch a degh 
their army, 
portunity of 
he faid, he 


agaifcft his *own father, Ihould 
fcruple to add adultery and in* 
ceil to his other crimes : hf 
readily complied with the ad- 
vice, and thereby fulfilled one 
part of Nathan 7 s prophecy 
againft his adulterous father 
( 43 }. 


(43) * Sty' xvi. 2*4 
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fettled bts hmAy^^ks in the beft manner he could, hefetjw^i 
went and hanged himfelf. and 

Hushai, in the mean time, informed the high-priefts 
of what had pafled, and of the danger the king and 
his men would be in, if they did not crofs the Jordan 
that very night. Thefe immediately difpatched a maid- 
fervant to their Tons, Ahtmaaz and Jonathan , who lay 
concealed for that purpofe at En-rogel> with orders, |tl&f 
they (hould go immediately and inform David of it jr and 
thofe two young priefts halted to David's camp, wherer 
they informed him of all that had been tranfa&ea at * Ah- 1 , . 
falom’s court. Da^Jd loft no time, but crofTed Lb^ Jor- Oavid 
dan y with his little dimy, in the dead of the nigntj and goes over 
on the next morning when he came to Mah'maimfl. 1 Jordan, 
h&d taken a review of them, he found tffat .ney were all 
fafely got thither with^nm. As foory^s the news of his 
arrival had reached that neigtobournmod, 'everai^of his 
friends, came thither to him, »with a timely ibpolvn)/ p r o~ 
vifion for himfelf and his men,* with coshes, and 

other neceflaiy utenfils 8 . On the o;ber han;*, sibjalom , 
hearing that his father was removed* to thi place, cam^ 
againft him with an army, under thf command of Amafa , 
and encamped in the lai.4! of Gileac 

David, having refreftied himfelf and his troops, and 
fugplied the vacancy of thole officers ^/ho were gone over 
Abfaiom , divided his army into thru's bodies, under the 
command of Joab and h\ i ”o brotl ers, refolving to ap- 
pear in per fon again!! his rtu^rw s jut the people 
ilren^ully oppofed it > alleging th<& his life was of too 
great confequence, to be hazarded at a time, when his 
enemy would prefer his fingle death ♦before the defeat of 
his whole army. The king accjuiefccd to*them, and ftay-r 
ed at Xlahanam with a fmall reinforcement $ and whilft 
the re!! of his men marched out before him, under their 
refpeflive oncers, he failed not to give them, a ftri£t charge 
ta be very tender of Abjaloiris life. A fierce battle was foon 
after fought in the forefl of Ephraim , wherein the rebel 
army was difeomfited with the lofs of 20,000 men, who 
Were killed on the fpot, befides a great number of others, 
tvho periftied in the wood, and in t^eir flight : abfaiom 
himfelf, mounted upon a mule, wa$ forced to fly from 
a party of David’s men towards the wood, where the 
bough of a thieje oak having taken hold of his bufhy 
hair, the mule running with full fpeed, left him fufpended 

* See 2 Sapi. xvii. 2?. 1 xvii. per tpt. 


between 





AW*toi& between J||§K*ti \$jjk< informed of tJij$ 

ify accidenf, went himfelf to the place, and ran three darts 
mt$ through his body ; after which* he ^aufed the trumpet 4 
fitted to found a retreat, to prevent a further effufioti of blood* 
h Vgh- Jbfalomh body was taken dv)wn, and ng into a large 
\5Jr»of pj^ an( j CO veted with an heap A of ftonds j and the reft of 
the Rood [^ e ^bels vVere no fooner informed of his death, than 
* 3 2 5 - thtjy fled every man to bis home. All this while the king 
Bet. ^ al( j at t j lc g afc 0 f Mahanaim , impatient to hear the fuc- 
t * y :c f s '°f the action 5 but, in his heart, more felicitous fof 
V ^ Nr j ^he life of his unnatuial fon, than [of that of his friends, 
Davids Vg r eS^ru for his own ; infomuch tha^ when he received 
wuim§b the hewo of his death, not able to jjjpprefs his tears, he 
to ^withdraw himfelf tc the apartment over 
** m f the gate, t<\hufc his extreme wepknefs, and to give a 
full ^ent to he gm4 u. f 

Joa£, wtib eaifly forcfiw the confluence of this,un* 
tirndj/goef^and that it was like to caufe a general de- 
-feftion, no difficulty to go up and upbraid him with 
his me;iatitu&: in fud] infolent terms, though covered with 
%i fhew of loyalty and concern, tnat the afflifled king 
was forced to \fuipcpt), 01 at, leaft conceal his grief, and 
fhew himfelf to\^hc people with r Teeming chearful coun- 
tenance. As foo^ as they heaiJ of his appearing pub-* 
licly at the gate of (the city, non only his own men, but 
even thofe who ha^l followed hfalom , came in croucb, 
and ffrovc who fhouM fhej£ tlr^greateft affeftion to him* 
As foon as thsjSgS^ff^.l.vd, that all the tribc$ were 
ready to biing him back to Jerufalem , he fent to 

the two lugh-prieft% to haften the elders of JuSah to 
come and accompany him back to his palace, and to pro- 
mife to Amafa, Mjalom’s general, that, if he would come 
over to him, he ikould be his chief general in the loom 
of Joab(O). 

Hitherto 

u 2 Sam. xviii. per tot. 


reproved 
by Joab. 


Havid it 

acknQTU- 
leped by 
all the 
tribes . 


(O) Among thofe that came 
over Jordan to meet the king, 
Shimei was one of the firft 3 he 
came at the head of a £noufcnd 
afen of his own tribe 1 and, 
falling proftram <** his fret, 
acknowleged hw crime, begged 
that it might be forgiven, m 
confideration of his being fore- 
moft of all the tribes, to con* 
7 


gratulate him upon his late 
viflory. David's generals in- 
deed thought it a poor reoom* 
ence for his late indignity to 
his prince, and were urgent to 
have him made an example to 
all I/rael $ but the king, wilfc 
ing to fignalfee, as it wer# 
his new reign by an unparaHef* 
ed clemency, not only reproved 



HitheHTO thwiiad appe< rd nothing but rouftiverfel 
etiolation between the tribes, to wipe off the guilt of their 
late defection, by the plaineft tokens of fubmiffion and 
zeal j but the partiality which David /hewed for his own 
tribe, in inviting it tp come foremoft to receive him*, raifed 
fuch jealoufy in the other as ended at length in a new# 
revolt j and t|ie conteft between them grew to fuch ai 
height, through the ohft!n.icy of the tribe of Judah , # 
that Sheha^ a factious fellow of the tribe of Benjamin, • 

took occaiion from it to Mow the trumpet, and to father r \<voh 
all the malcconteuts t»> him, who immediately difclJmc <inft 
all further intereft i v\ { Dav'uf and bid # open defi.mecto ^ a vuh 
thofe that adhered to lira j upon which, li^faw 1 1 i ? r 
at the head of all the .,tui tribes that a^ne of Judah , 
which had occafioncd th-s dekdiion, their kftig 

from Jordan to J era faith. 

As foon as David coittq to his metropolis,* he* or- 
dered his new general to lit out* and ga lufr whap forces 
he copld out or Judah , and to come to mm v/thin three 
days, vvliilft himfelf took that time tci clear his palace of 
his polluted concubines, and . itgued tl/m a f, i tabic main** 
tenance, and another houi* v.f.eie th/> r ini> at Ip.nd their 
days in a kind of v» idov.^ooJ. lJuf An ✓//*/, w ho mec 
with greater difficulty tluift he txpc£tcd, having outftaid 
hife t«ne, the king gave thtlcomnund of his guards, and 

t. • • A . ^ 

their untimely zeal, but gene- ^ v$ c ,'ir' r, g ready to pafs 

roufly (^filmed his pas den ever / oiiia,i y his old friend 
with an oa:h. I'm vcillai came to accompany 

Mcpbilojhctb came next, to him ever that river, and to tak$ 
exprefs his joy at the king’* re* Ins last farew'vkof him. Ija- 
turn, and t® juilify h:mfelf ficni vui would fain ha^ perfuaded 
the bale iifperlions of his trea* him to go with himVto Jerti- 
cherous fei vant. He ga\e i;im ja!cm % that he nughtN&ave an 
indeed fome evident proofs both cpjortunity of rewaidi\g his 
of his fteddy giatitude and h- fuvicus; but the good old 
delity, and of Ziba\ pei Imy ; nun wxcuiid himfelf from ij 
<y th^t the king fcaned to bo ru account of his age, which 
outwardly fa tithed with th'.m ; had rendered him incapable of 
but, whether he was not really tailing the j^eafures of a court ; 
fQ, or that he cared not wholly defiring him, that he would 
to reverfe the grant he had made bellow his favours on his fon 
tq that traitor, he ordered the Chimham t w ho ready to 
lands to be divided between his accompany him thither ; which 
and him. Whilft the was readily granted (50}. 

(50) 2 Sam. x'x. 18, & f«jp 

Or 


Vot, IV* 


f i 



la. the Hijiory tf the Jetfs & I* . 

of thofe few troops he had about him, to Abijhflty Jtab* s 
brothel, another of his generals, who had commanded one 
third of his army againft Abfalom , and ordered him to pur- 4 
fue Sheba before he could get into fome fenced city (P). At 
the great flone of Gibeon the treacherous Joab came forth* 
feemingly to welcome A?nafa ; and, taking hold of his chin, 
with one hand, as if he intended to kifshim, ran his fword 
through his bowels with the other, and laid him dead at 
his leet. As foon as he bad removed his body out of 
flight, which he found to ciuife a general flop of his men* 
he marched with them direflly to Abel, and to Bcth-ma- 
' a chab 9 ftito which the rebel had retired with fome troops ; 
^ and hjd feur^e bcj*un to befiegc th j place in form, when 
? prudent woY.^n fpake to him frcln the top of the wall, 
anA defired ‘himjto .liflen to the /udvice of an inhabitrefs 
of a plac« r whic|p^he might renumber hid been always 
fame/jpr counfel and wiVdom x , and to forbear his hofti- 
lities aoainft a nv ther-citv of Ifrael ; promifing him, 
upon that condition, that the head of Sheba fhould be 
flung to hill ovci**he wall., J»«b confented to the pro-' 
pofal, and, a\foon fshe had* received the arch- rebel’s head, 
lie raifed tberjiege, 1 aid r -turned to Jerufalem . This 
fucccfsful adtioii, vv°ich c 1 uafhe / ! at once a dangerous re- 
volt, and reflorcd an univen'?! peace to the kingdom, 
failed not to raife the credit >of the difgraced genial ; 
infomuch that, though he A ad undertook it withobt 
order, yet the fa \v<rh i n/e 1 f forced to exprefs his ap- 

probation of it, byr&SWmg him to bis former poll, which 
. e he enjoyed till that monarch’s death y. t 

A famine Xwo y ears after this z , began a famine in the land, 
d £ lifted years ; at the end of which, David 

Year of con * u ' tec * ^ T- or d concerning the caufe of it, (j and was 
the flood an f werec V Jt was f° r tne mur( ^ cr °f the GibeoniteSy 
1327. whom Paul and his bloody lioufe had unjuftly caufed to 
Bef Chr. ^ al ‘ A (QJ ; upon which, he fent to know what fatif- 
io2i. faction 




x 2 Sam. xx. ver. 18, 19. y Ibid. xxi. per tot, 
ann. fub ann. mund. 2983, 2986. 
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i 

(P) It is plain by this, that 
Joab was then in high dif- 
grace ; but that did not hinder 
his going along with Abi/bai > 
though not as a commander ; 
and, by that time they were 
come to the great ftone of Gi « 


Lean , Amafa joined them with 
his troops. 

( QJ 1 1 is not eafy to fay when 
this {laughter of the Gibeonitei 
was committed : the few in- 
deed pretend, that Saul had 
taken it into his head, in one 
of 
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'fil&ion they required for the wrong ; who fent him back 
Word, that they defired neither gold, filver, nor any va- 
lqafale confideration, but only that feven males of Saul’s 
fiijnily might be fent to be put to death by them. The 
king loft no time, but caufed them to be fought out of that 
unfortunate houfe ; but gave exprefs orders, that Mepbi 
bojheth fhould be fpared, out of gratitude to his father : t 
and, as foon as they were put to death, the famine*was 
ftayed. After this, David had four fucceffive battles with 
the PhiiijiincS) which the reader may fee in the biftory 
of that nation a ; in the firft of thefe, he hazarded him- 
felf fo far, that he w.<s like to have betiii kill ed bv one of 
their gigantic champions, but was timely tifccourR:'* 7 
one of his own worthies ; for which rea yS, his officers 
fwore, that he fliould n^ver more exj^e his j>erfon # to 
fuch dangets b . Thefe vi&o; icy gave pfrth to*a moft ex- 
cellent euchariftical poem, whidh that Inonarch ccJmpofed 
in memory of his late deliverance, anl i now the xviiith 
pfalm c . 

David had i 
ries, before he 
kingdom, by ta 
numbered. Jo< 
prefented to hir 
The king 

a See vol. ii. p. 248. b 2 Sain. *. per tot. c Comp; 

2 Sam. xxii. with Pial. xviii. 1 


lot long enjowd the t , i»i 
brought an il^avicr pfmii 
king it iimo ijs head/o ! 

X 

v 


kin 
'ib indeed 
1 the clan 
would be 


fuit of thefe vi&o- £ avi( j * 
ifl) ment upon hh„ umbers 
„ h.ve the people feof , 
ickvd as lie was, in vain re- 
r of his difple.ifmg God by it 
ycd ; and Joab, with the reft 

of 


of his phrenetic fits of zeal, to 
Cut them all off (5 1 ) ; but they 
give us nef authority for it : it 
is therefore generally, and with 
greater probability, believed to 
have happened when he Jlevv 
all the priells and inhabitants 
of Nob. For the Giheonites , 
as we havefeen elfewhcre (52), 
were a kind of fervants to 
them, employed in fome of 
the ioweft and moil: laborious 
offices. 

(R) The text fays, that the 
lfraeiites had provoked God’s 
anger againft them (which is 


no great •ponder, that being 
generally the rctiirn they made 
to him, wheneverVthey were 
bleiled with any interval of 
peace and profperity) ;\nd that 
he fuffered David to b<\empr- 
ed to this deed ; or, as t|e au- 
thor of the Chronicles (53) 
words it, fuffered Satan to 
tempt him to it. Not that the 
thing itfel^was forbidden; on 
the contrary, they had an ex- 
prcG permiffion from Mofei for 
it, provided the^ paid half a 
fhckel for every perfon fo num- 
bered (54)- The reafon, there- 


• (S ) Munjl. in he. fab not. a . (52) Vjd.fub, ve \ 96. 

Cbron, xxi. 2. (54.) Vul. h.xoJ, x>;x. 1 2, 1 7. * 

G 2 


( 53 ) 
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of the commiflioners, were forced to fet about it. Thefe 
travelled through the land on either fide Jordan ; and, at 
the end of nine months and twenty days, brought him the 
fum of all the fighting men in the whole kingdom ; name- 
ly, of Ifrael 8oo,oco, and of Judah 500,000 (S). But, 
before this time, David , having probably felt fome evi- 
dent tokens of the Divine difpleafure d , was ftruck with 
a lively fenfe of his folly, which broke out in exprefliona 
Tear of of the deepeft remorfe. On the next morning, the pro- 
the flood phet Cla cl was font to him, to ch^ofe, as a punilhment 
1331. for his Jin, either a feven years famine (T), or to be three 
Be£ Ch rift rn 6 qth s q urfu ed by his enemies, or to fuflFer a three days 
101 7- fwtechcc. humbled monarch owned it to be an hard 
choice ; but/V:onii dering that war and famine feldom 
fal? fo heavy on >Ac* great, ason,Uiofe of the lower rank, 
, 

; d , Chron. xxvii. 24. 


fore, of God’s being Jprovokec 1 
with it, was, in all probability, 
becaule David did *it froir 1 
wrong motives, with mt any f 
neceflity, in time of jV-ofound 
peace, after fo many miracu- 
lous deliverances, with a kern- 
ing confidence in his own ii\ 
Arength, and con^ary t^^iis 


continual profeflions yinfyxft- 
ing in God alone. As for 
that part of the puniflimeuc 
which fell fo heayy upon fo 
many thoufandT of the people, 
it is fuppofd to have been ow- 
ing to th .r ncgled c >f paying 
the aHv'e- mentioned ranfom 
appoii^ed by the Mofaic law 

(ssl-i 

(S) It appears by the book 
of Chronicles (56), that Joab, 
though in no other r?fe icrupu- 
lous, went about (his work 
with fuch an unwilling mind, 
that he prolonged it as much 
as he could, in hopes the king 


would fee his error, and put an 
end to it ; which it feems he 
did ; for Joab came back be- 
fore he had numbered the 
tribes of Benjamin and Levi. 
*1 he account which that gene- 
;Dil gave here, differs lik<£wife, 
t\ fome particulars, from tliat 
In the Chronicles (57) ; fo 


that it is probable the overplus 
was afterwards added to it. 

(T) The book of the Cbro- 
nicles fays three years famine 

(59) ; fo that it is likely the 
prophet means here feven 
years, including that three years 
which was fent upon ac- 
count of the Gibeonites , and 
the next year, which could not 
be very fruitful through fcarce- 
nefs of feed, the PbiliJHne 
war, and, as UJber conje&ures 

(60) , becaufe, the fourth year 
being a jubilee, there ivas to be 
neither fowing nor reaping, 
but for the poor. 


(55) It a rabbin . vide Murjt. NicoL & al. in loc. in Exod. XXX. 
(56) I Chron . xxi. 6. (^7) Corf 2 Sam. xxiv. 9. 1 Chrcit. v, 17. xxi. 

5, 6. & xxvii. 24. (<9) Ibid , xxi, tier. 12. Fid, Munjl . 7 un. & al in 

[60) Att'Jub A. M. 2987, 
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chofe the three days peftilence, as the more equal puniflb- 
ment, and more immediately under the direction of hea- 
ven. No fooner had David made the difmal choice, wkitb- 
than that dreadful diftemper received the divine commif- 
fion, and executed it with fuch amazing fwiftnefs, that^^ ? , 
it had deftroyed 70,000 men before its time was expired, / J 
It was now beginning to fall upon the inhabitants of Je- * - J 

rufalem , when God was pleafed to put a flop to it at* 
j David 7 s prayer ; who, beholding the minifter of divine 
vengeance (V) Handing by the threfhing-floor of Afannah^ 
a prince of the JcbuJitcs (W), hunthly in trea ted . the 
Lord, that he would fparc the innocent people, # and -let 
his anger fall upon himfelf, and thole of his^CTTuTcjH^o 
bore a fhare in his guilt. Whilft lie was /ifering up this 
mournful fupplication, the prophet xi?\,h to him, »r;ii 
commanded him to cre< 9 * an altar on fpot rrf ground, 
where he had feen the deftroj/ng arijel Hand. 'David 
immediately halted towards the* thrtT’iinf*- floor, wliere 
Araunah came forward to give* him a Lfpc&ful meeting ; 
and, as foon as he underltooJj that nwnaich’s purpofe of 
buying it of him, he made him a gererous- offer both of 
the floor, the threfhing-ox'-nl carts, /and ol] the wooden 
inftruments that were up™ it. DMuid thanked him for 
the generous offer, but tcld him, that it did not be otne 
]fing of Ifrael to offer filrifices to God at other peoples 
coft ; and defired him to fc» a pi ice upon it. So Araunah 
fold him the floor, and ah 1, »hat*s^ras ••.p ui it, for fifty 
fliekels of filver (X). David luitea t< # rear an ahar there, 

and 

(V) The text fays exprefly, thefe twoplice^ comparcJ to- 
that David faw the angel of gether, will by l^means ad- 
the Lord, that fmote the peo- mit of an allegoric\fenfe. 
pie (61}; and the book of (W) At leaii he is ^nerally 
Chronicles adds (62), that he believed to have been i'Vh by 
faw him (landing between jjea- Jews and Chrifiians froin the 
ven and earth, with his fword words ,64), AU thefe did\\ 1 un- 
drawn ; and that both he, and nah the king give unto the king ; 
the elders of Ifrael , who were for that is the true fenfe of tae 
with him. fell on their faces 5 original. ^ 
and that Araunah , and his (X) The book of Chronicles 
fons* who were threfhing there, feetns again to cla(h finally 
likewife faw him, and went and herewith thit of Samusf n 
hid themfelves (63) : fo that making the fum, whicn J 1- 
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and to offer burnt-offerings and peace- offerings upon it ; 
and a miraculous fire, which defcended from heaven, and 
confumed the victims, foon gave them a manifest proof, 
that God was again reconciled to the land c . 

^VraV of By this time David , who was about feventy years of 
ihk flood ^ge, had fo exhaufted his ftrength, and natural heat, by 
33- a continual feries of wars, fatigues, and misfortunes, that 
<~'hr. no cloaths could keep him warm ; fo that his fcrvants were 
i cu e. torced to feck out a young beautiful virgin to cherifh him, 
and lie* in his iofom. His declining (late made Adonijab t 
who was next in birth to Abfalom ; begin to look upon 
himfelf'as already invefted. with the regal dignity. He 
got a r ,r%- A * x vUOus Equipage of chariots, guards, and run? 
niri^footmen^ whilif David , out of a natural fondnefs 
fordjis child ren,^/*hrid it without (hewing any diflike (Y) $ 
but his defign bc^g fufoefted by Nathan , Zadok , and 
fome of David's wlirthiet^ who were in young Solomon's 
intereft, the propj*' et went ' and advifed Bathjbeba to go 
and inform the kin*,, of it, and to put him in mind of his 
promife in favour b s \ her for Whilff (he was (fill {‘peak- 
ing, Nathan cameras it 1 id been pre-agreed, and gave 
the king an account of Ai onijah’s feaft, company, and 
of the defign of it ;ridefiriiig nb know, whether it was 

H 

t z Sam. xxiv. iber tot. 


.Adoni- - 
jahV con - 

ffirsry. 


•vid paid to the JebuJi$L(h 
prince, amount* to ooo-ftfckels 
of gold. To reconcile which 
difference, authors, both J '«ws 
and Chriftians , ha^e offered 
various conjectures (65) : we 
think that i they remove the 
difficulty >Vdt, who fuppofe, 
that the/Yxty fhckels of filver 
were p^tid only for the floor, 
oxen, : and wooden inftru- 
ments nd that the 600 (hckels 
of gold were afterwards paid 
ro him for the who 1 /* {pot of 
ground, which Dtivid had 
chofen to build the temple upon 
( 66 ). 

(Y) It plainly appears, that 


i/oung prince had fome fufpi- 
cion, that his father deflgned 
Solomon to be his fucce(Tor ; 
and it was to prevent it, that 
he made what hade he could 
to get himfelf proclaimed : 
fpr, when he firft leagued him- 
felf with Joab and Abiathar, 
and with them invited all his 
brothers, with a confiderable 
numfeer of his father’s offleers^ 
and of the elders of Judah , to 
a fumptuous feaft, which he 
had prepared at Zohehth , in 
order to be proclaimed king of 
lfrael there, Solomon was the 
only one of the royal family 
that was omitted. 


(6 t) Vil\ilpan i. in Fxek. Bo chart, bierom. tom. i. hh. J. c. 38, & a/, 
(to) P’d. L» Seen. & ejjay on a new verf. ft . ii. c. 2. Mftnft. Jun. Calm . 
& a!, m ;oc. 


done 
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done with his confent. The kinj, furprifed with this 
report, ordered Solomon immediately to be fet on his mule, 
and to be carried to Gihon, accompanied with his guards, 
with Zadok , Benaiab , and forilfe others of his chief offi- 
cers, there to be anointed king ; and then to be brought 
back, and fcated upon the royal throne, and there pro* 
claimed his fucceflor by the found k of the trumpet. 

The king’s commands were executed with fuch fyeedj! 
that Adonijah and his company had not the leaft knowlege j 
of it, till they were^alarmed with the univerfal fht)uts*of, 

Long live king Solomon. Jonathan , the fon of Abiathar , 
came foon after to them, and gave them an account of 
the whole ceremony, aflliring them, tint i^w^a* u ’’In- 
formed by the king’s exprefs order, who/iad teftified an 
yncommon joy at feeing his favour ir/., Yon feated ifpon 
his throne before he Wrt the world, v* hi lft the air was 
filled with the acclamations ofifall th people. This un- 
expected news ftruck them wijh fu' h amazement, that 
they all fled with the utmoft ifpeed ; f.nd Adonijah , feeing 
bimfelf forfaken, went and /took frfictu ary at the horns 
of the altar. Solomon , beinp infori/cd of it, fent him 
word, that, if he behaved hlmfelf fir the future like an 
honeft man, he would iV>t Hurt an/iair of his head ; but 
allured him, that his next cJifloyai attempt would certainly 
hrtc punifhed with death. IThis meflage brought Adonijah 
upon his knees to the iVw king ; alter which he was 
ordered to retire to his owh hoo?fi^ f . 

David, now finding himfelf nejr his end, affembled 
the heads of all the tribes, his generals, and chief of- 
ficers, with the priefts and Levites , apd acquainted them s 

with his former delign to have built a magnificent repo-^f t0 

fitory for the ark of God, had not the propAet told him, IS0 v lcns ’ 
that that work was referved for Solomon's peat -able reign. 
Notwithftanding which, he told them, he had n ,}de great 
preparations for it, and laid up immenfe quantitiesVf gold, 

Jilver, copper, iron, afid other materials (Z) ; alllwhich, 

together 

f i Kings i. palT. 

(Z) The book of Chronicles bafer mrtals, they are faid to 
fays, that the gold, which was have been without number 
that of Ophir , amounted to (68). 

3000 talents; and the filver, Dean obferves (69) 

which was of the pureft fort, two things concerning this im- 
to 7000 talents : as to the menfe quantity of gold, which 


f6S^ 1 Cbron> ult. ver. 4. 


(69) Conned* book u 

G 4 


David 
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together with the plans and models of that edifice, the 
order and difpofition of the feveral branches of the divine 
fervice, , the courts of the priefts and LevtteSy of the 
muficians, fingers; and porters, the plan for eftablifbing 
judges, and courts of juftice, with many, other religious, 
t civil, and military regulations e, he now refigned up to 
.Vim to be petfeded and improved, as his wiidom fhould 
direct him. He requefttd them to afllft him in fo defirable 
a work, and that thofc, who were inclined to «contribute 
tovvurd'* that building, fliould bring their free-will-offerings 
into the treafury. This fpccch Itirfed up fuch a fpirit of 
munificence in the rich men of Jfrael , that they out- 
vicd.gjSA^r^fher in the richnefs of their prefents towards 
thtrtfailding Jphe temple ; fo that David had the plea- 
fur £ to fee an nWedj.ble quantity of gold, filver, copper, 
and other* mctul^^befidqs precious ftones, marble, por- 
phyry, and other n^h imperials, brought to him from all 
parts of the kingdom h . ’ T 'he fight of fo much wealth, 
brought in with If :h expet if ion* and alaciity, did, as it 
were, revive the n\ march’s poetic mufe, and made him 
break out into an e .< hariftiyl rapture, full of the deepeft 
gratitude to G d, and goot^wifhes for the profperity both 
of his fon, and of ^»c kirvjdoj 1 5 which were feconded 
with an hearty and univerfal n 9 and accompanied with 


S t Chron. from chap. xxiii. t oj 
t Chiron, ult. ver. 7, & feq^p / 


xxix. paff. 


* ScT 


ftavid dedicated to the; fervice 
of the temple : the firft is, that 
it was that of Opbjs ; from 
which he concludes, that he 
muft have ej^olifhed a naviga- 
tion in his j..me, without which 
it cannot^-je conceived how he 
could hfwe heaped it to that 
degree f for, as for that which 
be got l^utof the fpoil? of war, 
ana his public revenue, it 
makes an article Jw^j/Clf, ex- 
clufive of thefe 3000^. talents. 

His next obfervation we 
lhall give in his own words, as 
they Hand in the note under 
the former: “ This fum, fays 
ki he, is fo prodigious, as gives 
rcaftn to think, that the 


“ talents, whereby this fum 
l< is reckoned, were another 
“ fort of talents, of a far left 
“ value than the Mofaic ta- 
u lents, of which an ^account 
“ is given in the preface. For 
c< what is faid to be given by 
David [1 Chron . xxij. 14, 
155, 16. and xxix. 3, 4, 5.], 
“ and contributed by his 
“ princes [xxix. 6, 7, 8.], 
“ toward the building of tiie 
“ temple at Jerufalem , if va- 
“ lued by thefe talents, exceed- 
<e ed the value of eight hun* 
“ dred millions of our money, 
“ wh ch was enough where- 
“ with to have built all that 
“ temple of folid filver.” 


folcmn 
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folemn facrifices, and other tokens of joy. On die next 
day, the king ordered 1000 oxen, icoo fheep, and the 
fame number of lambs, to be offered up, befides the daily 
facrifices, and a proportionate quantity of meat and drink-* 
offerings, with which the whole company were feafted aj)r ' 
that day, with a magnificence worthy fo great and gooj) a 
monarch h . In this aflembly Solomon was anointed a fe- . 
cond time by Zadok , received the homage of all his bre- 
thren, and of all the chiefs of 'Judah and Ifrael , and was* 
proclaimed king through all the tribes ; Zadok was at the * 
fame time declared foie high-prieft, for his ftri£t adherence 
to Solomon 1 ; and Ahiathar 1 educed to the feCond.rank, 
for his defedion to Adonijah . • * • . • » 

AftIer this, the king fent for his fyf to give nis la ft ^vid’j 
inftruftions ; and, firft of all, he pvt K n in mind, tiat alf^ in ~ 
the gracious promifes* which God ’ made* to him, and 

his pofterity* were only conditional \ and depended wholly to ^ olo “ 
upon their obfcrvance of his/laws ; ;*o that they muft ex- moiu 
pe£l their profperity to rifelami fall mi proportion to their 
obedience. He then proceeded tl>* recommend to hurf 
the family of the good ol’I iPirzilfii, and of thofe other 
friends, who had ftuck to llim in b’s advcife fortune. As 
For Joab , added he, tlt>u |now<f/ how many vile a£lions 
he has been guilty of, lid how treacheroufly he has |pi- 
brued his hands in the Wood of my two brave generals, 

Abner and Amafa. I wai not then in a condition to punifh 
him for it: thou knoweil button well, that he has for- 
feited his life, and on how many accounts he is unworthy 
of it. Shimei doth not lefs defer a violent death, for 
his horrid curfes and indignity to me, when I laboured 
under the deepeft affliction ; but as he to,^k an opportunity 
to acknowlege his crime, at a time wh?» V I thought it 
more proper to forgive than to punilh it, fealed then 
his pardon wjth an oath ; but thou, who art not under 
the fame obligation, mayeft, if thou thinkeft A inflict 
fuch a punifliment his crime deferves. T he Jing died 
foon after, in the feventieth year of his age, afar having 
reigned feven years in Hebron , over the houfi^f Judah , 
and thirty-three over all the twelve trilxrt He left an 
immenfe treafure behind him, befidft that which he had 
dedicated to the fervice of the temple j and was buried 

h i Chron. xxix. paff. i Kings i, & feqq. * i Chron. 
xxix. per tot. 


in 
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In a ftately tomb (A), in that part of the city, which hd 
•had caufed to be built, adjoining to the old Jehus, or Je - 
rufalem K 

Year of { Solomon, being feated on the throne, delayed not to 
th^flbod fulfil his father’s laft injunctions. Adonijah obliged him to 
jjJL g<$ the fooner about it, by an aCtion, which, though 
Jef.Cjriftovjing perhaps to a youthful indiferetion, could not but 
render him fufpeCted of fome further defign, in concert 
i-^T^/with the turbulent Joab . That young prince, obnoxious 
and difgraced as he was, for his late, attempt upon the 
crown, v^as rafii enough to make ufc of Bathjhcha ' s in- 
tcrceffion ? Jo obtain the king’s leave tonrry Abijhag, 
the y^ffg Jsfn&Mjnmitijb virgin, who had i *vn the che- 
dflier of Davur ^>\ d age ; alluring her, th.it he defired 
no otfier recompen^ for tilt lofs of a ci own , which be- 


longed tohinlby ri^H^of pi>imog< niiure. 
perhaps to find, thaj 
at fo eafy a rare, 
her intereft, not doyj 
peCled nothing ltfs th, 
her with all the ma 


' nitbjheba , glad 


• rv' — t ; v 7 tr 

her two’s rival would be fajisfied 
lade ik. difficulty to promife him 
i ting of A’ccefs. Solomon, who cx*r 
1 fuch ^ requeff from her, received 
>nour that were due to a 
of 


.... .... As of if ... _ 

queen, and a mother Abut, when he heard the purport of 
her fuit, he was fo enraged afhifamhitious brother, that 
he*ordered him to be pat to ia imediate death. Jo(ib, 
alarmed at the news, went ant/ took fandtuary at tSie «r 


IJ-^s ii. i — io. 


(A) We have had occafion 
to fpcak heretofore jif this 
fl itcl y tomb, ant}* of the im« 
menfe trcafui/’that had been 
laid up in it jjy him, and hisfuc- 
ceftor, acopdmg to the JewiJb 
hiftcrian/70). The author 
of the htonic/cs adds, that 
his hiftoiv was penned by three 
cotcmporiv^ prophets, Samuel, 
Nathan, and G><J His 
seal, piety, and rq*?ntance, 
are hkewife celebrated in feve- 
ral places of the Old and New 
Teftamen* ; but that which 
xail’es his^hara&er above all 


the reft is, that the promife of 
the Messiah, which had been 
made to Abraham , Jacob , and 
Judah , was fixed to th$t mo- 
narch’s pofterity. According- 
ly the facred genealogifts have 
given us the two lines of it, in 
whom % his birth was joined, 
namely, that of Nathan , from 
which his virgin -mother was 
defeended ; and that of So/o- 
mon, from which was fprung 
Jojeph , his reputed father (72), 
as we ihall further (hew in the 
fecond part of this hiftory. 


( 7Q ) W. i : . p . 446, f qj . W. iii. p , 174, & feq / j . (71) j Cbrott . 
xxix. 1 '£). (72) Cor/p, Ma*iK 1. 1, &7 'yfq. and Luke iii. 23 to 31. 

horns 
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horns of the altar, where he met with the pumfhmcnt ofAdAiijah 
his crimes, and was fucceeded in his port of general by and Joab 
Bfttaiah , who had been before appointed his and Adonijah\put to* 
executioner. The next in guilt was Abiatbar , who had|f*a*£» 
been one of the chiefs of Adonijalf s confpiracy ; but thjr 
king contented himfelf with diverting him of his (hare 
in the high-priefthcod, and confining him to his own ter- 
ritories at Anathoth , in confideration o f his having Car- 
ried the ark before his father, and been a (barer m his* 
affii&ions. The king then fent for Sbtmei , and •told* him, 
that though he thought him worthy of death, vet, out of 
regard to his father’s promife, he would put it in his 
power to five his life, by confining h\m£,U \i* * ^ i ft the 
walls of Jerufalem \ but he allured brm, at the fam$ 
time, that if ever he ftirred out of without his^eave, 
his difobcdience (houltl coft him his., it ad. 'i»he old man, 
glad to come off fo well, tanked ,»the king fyr his un- 
expected clemency ; but, \l;nturin;’» fome years after to 
tranfgrefs his orders, and t/> ride o after two run-away 
fervants, he was put to desfh for it/'at his return n . • * 
Solomon did not thin! it enough, -that he had rid 
himfelf of two fuch powerful enemies as /donijah and 
Joab ; he fought to ftrdkgtlen hir/felf ftill more, by mar- 
tying the daughter of tie king of figypt, who was then 
OJ*e of the molt poweilul princes about him ; and Pha- 
raoh gave her for dowry the city of Gezer y which 
he had taken from the Canaan ard burnt down to the 
ground ; but which, being rehuilt^by Solomon , became a 
very confiderable place 0, Solomon repaired foon after to 
Gibeon , the place where the ark was ^ and, having offered 
a thoufand facrificcs, the Lord appea^d to him in a 
dream, and promifed to grant him whatever he fhould 
a(k. The young monarch, confcipus of his '°nder years, Solomon*/ 
and of the weight of his kingdom, begged om/ for fuch c hoice of 
a degree of wifdom, as might enable him to govern with wljdm 
that prudence and fagacity, as became a king q* Ifrael ; 

Which modeft requeft obtained him fuch a than? of wif- 
dom and knowlcge, as had never been poffejled by any 
inortal, together with a promife %?«ftrtirother earthly 
Weffings, as he had fo judicioufly overlooked. It was not 
long before he gave his people a proof of his excellent 
wifdom and difeernment, in the method he took to pafs 
a right judgment between two women, both contending 
fpr a living child, and declaiming the dead one with fueft 

1 Kings ii. paff. • Ibid. ch. ix. 16. 
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' equal ardour, that it was thought impoffible to adjudge 
A preg- the infants to their right mothers* But he foon found out 
nant proof an expedient to make nature itfelf unravel what reafon 
•f it, t ^could not, by ordering the living child to be divided by a 
Sword between the contending mothers ; which fo alarm- 
ed' the real one, that fhe chofe rather to reftgn him up 
whole to her adverfary, than to fee him butchered before 
her eyas p . After this the aflembly could not be at a lofs 
what judgment to make of their young monarch’s wifdom, 
which was fo much the more furprifing and extraordinary, 
as he was then, at molt, but twenty years of age, accord- 
ing to’ the chronology of our Bibles, and the learned arch- 
bif *4 

His mag- • It became no x j>d*s confpicuous in the choice he made of 
nificence . his officers, and \.the order and magnificence of his 
court, the [frovifioiftVfor his houfe : (C), the number and 
richnefs of his table®, charts, horfes, flails, and equi- 
page (D) ; in th<? fettpng of fi s cufloms and finances $ and 
regulating of hi^tguards, /and his army (E) ; which, 
aflded to the vaft nunfner and va!our of his fubjedts, and 
\ > his 

p 1 King; iii. per to& q hub A. M. 2971 Sc 2991. 

* 1 /a 

(C) Thefe provifions are that} , of feveral neighbouring 

faid to have amounted every kinj whom he obliged to pay 
day to thirty mcafures [each hirr fix hundred fhekels for 
meafure containing about ei^r. every chariot and four horfes ; 
bufhels and an half] of nne and an hundred and fifty for 
flotar, double that quantity of every fingle horfe. He had 
common flour, ten fatted and likewife abundance of yarn, 
twenty pafture o?^n, £nd an linen, and other commodities, 
hundred fheep ; la&iides venifon, brought to him out of Egypt, 
poultry, wild^>wJ, fifh, pulfe, which he fold to his ftfbjedts 
fruit, herbs^afnd other eatable 1 ?, and merchants at a certain 
which wei£ fent to him from price (81) ; all which produced 
all parts <zf the kingdom, under an immenfe reuenue, exclufive 
thedirettnn of twelve officers, of his havy, of which we fhall 
who took N \heir turns, each in fpeak anon. 

his rcfpe£fivfc'«^ontb, and out (E) What flandiog-army he 
of his refpedli ; So) . kept, the Scripture does not 

(D) Solomon was the firll tell us 5 and, being at peace with 
who introduced the ufe of cha- all the world, he does not feem 
riots and horfes in Ifrael, at to have needed a great one ; 
lead to any quantity. Thefe and yet, befideshis i400cha- 
he fent for out of Egypt 5 not riots and horfes, the text fays, 
only for his own ufe, but for that he had twelve thoufand 

(S'j) r Kings iv. 7, 6? frft* ($ 0 Ibid, x. z%, 29. 

horfemen ; 
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his immenfe riches, gave him fuch a powerful fway, that 
he lived in the profoundeft peace, plenty, and grandeur, oF 
any prince of his time ; beloved by his friends and allies^ 
who were conftantly pouring the richeft prefents upon himjl % 
feared by his enemies, receiving large tributes from fevepl 
crowned heads (F), and reforted unto from all parts of 
the world, for his excellent wifdom and magnificence ; 
which brought in a continual concourfe of Grangers to hi^, 
metropolis, and enriched it to fuch a degree, .that gold*' 
and filver feemed t# have loft their intrinfic value, by their 
extraordinary abundance. The very revenue* which his 
navy brought him in, exclufive of his cufto^ 0 amounted 
to fix hundred and fixty-fix talents of go 1 ^'. All tifis while 
his lfracllujb fubjefts enjoyed the fleets not oply of 
peace and plenty, but alfo of an un’.'erfal freedom, there 
being no other flaves*, during his r/“ign, except the poor 
Camanites , and fome captives of Ot ? er nations 

Of all the princes that /fought .Sis friendship, //iVtfwHiram’x t 
king of Tyre, David's ol| friend and ally, was the fir ^ftnbaffy 
who fent embafiadors to congratulate his acceftion to 
crown, and to offer his ferjice to him, as he had formerly 
done to his father. Silen^n retained the embafly, and* onion * 
acquainted him with *»$ defign *of building the temple, 
defiring him to fend himji luflicient number of workmen to 
jofn with his artificers 'for the work ; particularly fome 
that were well {killed in working in gold, filver, and other 
bafer metals, precious ftones, Ic&Vlet, crimfon, and other 
fine dyes, all which was readily granted by the Tyrtnn 
king ; in confideration of which, Solomon agreed tofurnifh 
him yearly with 20,oco meafures of* wheat, and 20,000 

# < 1 Kings iv. 20, & feqq. 2 Chron. i!,. paff. 


horfemen (8z) 5 which fome 
take to have been rather fad- 
dle-horfes, and others his life- 
guard. But, whatever they 
were, it is certain, that fuch a 
multiplying of chariots and 
horfes was exprefly forbidden 
by the Mofaic law (83). Thefe 
he did not keep all at Jenifa- 
lm % but difpofed of them in 
feveral of his ftrong cities, re- 


ferving only a convenient num- 
ber about his perfon,^ither for 
guards or grandeur (^4). 

(F) The text that his 
dominion reache^rom the ri- 
ver even beyond 

it, to the Title > or borders of 
Egypt 1 and that all the kings 
of thole countries were tribu- 
tary to him (85). 


(82J x Kings iv. 26. (83) Vid. Dtnt.zv'ii, 16. 

(85) Ibid, iv. 24. 2 Cbron, ix. 26. 
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( 84 ) I Kings X. 26 . 
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barrels **f fine oil for his houihold, bendes the feme quan- 
tities of barley, wheat, wine, and oil, which he engaged 

f give to hi fervants that were employed in the work*, 
n the other fide, Hiram Was to fend the cedars, fir, and 
£er woods, upon floats to Joppa y there to be delivered 
to Solomon's fervants, to be thence brought to Jerufalem » 
Hofent him alfo a man of his own name, a Tyrian by 
.birth, Who was a fecond Bczaleel , and was fuch an exceP 
lent workman in all kinds of metals, ftones, carving, en- 
graving, embroidery, tape Ary, and in snaking all forts of 
fine cloath*?, that Hiram honoured him with the title of 
father % Hi&^So!omm made overfeer of all the artifts, 
whom fjavi d h\d fo r m e r 1 y procured out of Tyre and Si* 
llon. P±x\ alliance fubii followed between thofe two princes, 
which only glided their lives 
The build- To carry on this n*pend<sus work with greater cafe and 
* n S fpeed, Soltmon cqufcdmn accclmt to be taken of all the 
temple* Cana emit cs , and other A>reigrt iVtves, that were in the land, 

«nd they were found A amouiit to 153,600 ; 70,000 of 
whom he appointed tcjc.irry hardens, 80,000 to hew tim- 
berand ftone in the mountains! and the remaining 3600 
he appointed to be ov^rfeers fvefr them *. Befides thefe 
ft 1 angers, over whom he appoints fome of his chief offi- 
ces, tooveifcethe work, he levied 30,000 men out of 
all If ad, whom he appointed tf work in Lebanon otic 
month in three, ic,ooo every month, under the infpe&ion 
of Achmram : thefe werfiikcwife employed in hewing of 
w<iod, marble, and other (lone, which was afterwards 
wrought by the Tyrian mafonsand carvers, and thence con-: 
veyed to Joppa by water l . Whilft thefe were preparing, 
Solomon , whokrfT been flill adding iinmenfe quantities of 
gold, filver, ^precious ftones, and other rich materials, to 
thofe which David had laid up before his death ; put them 
into pronpr hands, to be wrought into an almoft infinite 
variety <k ornaments. And the vaft^number of hands em- 
ployed, and the diligence of the overfeers and workmen* 
was fuch^Sshat he was able to lay the foundations of thi* 
vaft ftrufture^^ hp ( m?.rth year of his reign, which was 
the fccond after death, and the 480th after the 

cxcxl u. This great work was begun on Monday the fe- 
cond day of the month 7 Aj\ which anfwers to the twenty* 
firft of our April v »', being the fecond month of the fe 7 
cred, and eighth of the civil year $ and was carried ’on 

r 1 Kings v. paff. 5 2 Chron. ii. 17, 18. * I Kings 

v. 9. u Ibid. vi. 1. w Vid. Ussier. an. fub A. M 

3001. 

with 
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with fuch prodigious (peed (G), that it was finiflied in lit- Ti&txiM- 
tie indre than feven years 5 if not in that magnificent man- /»£ finijk- 
ner, in which we have feen it rcprefented in a vaft • 

bef of plans,' and by foni? late models, cxpofed to publics Year of 
vtew ; yet at leaft in fuch a rich and fumptuous manner Hood 
a$ eafily excelled any thing, then extant of that kind. Wbyf ! 3 2 ?* • 
is ftill more furprifing, is, that every piece of it, whether ^r. 
timber, ftone, or metal, was all finifhed before it Was I021, 
brought to Jerufalc?n , fo that there were no other tools 
wanted, or heard, than what were ncccfiary to the «join- ' 
ing them to each ofher x (H). ntTto . 

x 1 Kings vi. 7 . 

(G) This foundation, which as level* fonjc part of the 
took up the whole group of ground. ’ * 

mount Moriah , did likewife (11} IK-ic it will be doubt- 
coft an immenfe labour *to Je- lefs expc&ed, not^only that we 
vel, becaufe it confided of fe- /jho u Id give our readers an exa£t 
veral gibbous eminences, all of t defeript ion ef that wonderful 
them folid rock, except thej edifice ■, but perhaps alfo, that 
furface, fomc parts of which/ we lho t!d make fome improve-* 
were to be confidcrably lower-* ments Jjpon thofe authors who 
ed, and others raifed in pro- have gone before us, and dif- 
portion, in order to bring themj cover, new ornaments and excel* 
to that capacious area ; ^,fo- lencies, which they had over- 
much that Jojephus fays, ‘hit looked. This is, indeed, no 
a man could haidly believC-his more than they pretend to have 
©wn eyes, when he beheld the done with refpeft to one an- 
ftupendoufnefs of that work, ouSr, efpccialiy of Jate years'* 
the very contriving of which not frpm any greater infight 
was enough tohavecrafed any they have gained into the ki- 
brain but that of Solomon ( 86 ). cred Iq^guage and writing*. 

It will, indeed, appear very fur- but from whf^they have fetch- 
prifing* how fuch a foundation ed either out or the defeription 
could be laid, and the materials of the prophetic temple of 
for the building be in fuch for- Ezekiel % or fiom that ot Jo- 
wardnefs, in fo little a fpace fephus , or from what the fezv- 
as four years, as to havg been ijh rabbies have been pleafed to 
finiflhed in the feventh year af- fuperadd of their own * in order 
ter its foundation. But we to raife this facred E/bric to the 
fee no reafon ag^nfl fuppofing, highe nuch, ^^randeur and 
that Da*vid 9 who appears to richnefs* truth is, wliillt 
have formerly fent for a great thofe fublime paper-architects 
number of Tyriatt workmen, can have their work and mate- 
mighV not long before his rials at fo cheap a rate, it is next 
death, have fet them to this to impoiTible to keep a luxu- 
work, and made them pre- riant fancy within due bounds, 
pare ftone and timber, as well in rearing of this ftately build- 
ing. 

(8 /, vain c, a, vij. fuf. vol, ji p. 4 S. 



^5 #6* HjjUry W Jews : B. I. 

Our readers may fee, by what hath been faid in the l$ft, 
note, how difficult it would be to give them fucS a de* 
feription of this celebrated fabric, as fhould at once avoid 

S nning into the extravagancies of the 7 almudijls , and of 
r modern model-mongers, and fupply fuch omiffions as 
iy have been overlooked by the facred hiftorians. But* 
whilft we were deliberating, whether we Ihould undertake 
fo laborious a talk, wc were informed, by a curious en- 
^courager of this hiftory,who ( is as diflaisfied as we with their 
1 borrowing fo much from thofe authors we have excepted 
againft, that he had, fome years ago, prevailed upon a 
learned gentleman cf his acquaintance, to make fuch a 
delin£a?i£!ffis s ^e hate been fpeaking of, out of the two 
facred books abofle-mentioned. He has fince favoured us 
with # fight of tiie plaiB?, and given us time and leave to 
examine and^jonipuit jhem, and their proofs, with the ori- 
ginal text i and, finding hoik much wc approved of them, 
and that they coilid not but # bl very ufeful and acceptable 

iri£. This is thereforclwhnt ft> fay vaftly excelling, that of 
we would carefully avoia, tho’ * ohmon ? Laflly, what difeo- 
at the hazard cf being taxed verics can we hope for in this 
with running into the othci cx- l^fprft from thcTal/nudiJls,znd 
treme, whillt we rejeft their Je-vf/h rabbies, who lived lb 
three evidences, as far as tht^y man* centuries after its final 
jar with, or exceed the acoount ddlru&ion, but what are of 
we have of it in the books of the fame {lamp with thofe they 
Kings and Chronicles. h ve made with refpcdl to reli- 

tfor, after all, who hfis afi gion ; mere pious fables and 
fured thofe authors, that the forgeries, calculated to raife 
temple of Ezekiel, whifch was the honour of their nation ? 
only feen in a and was, And, if Ezekiel , Jofefhus , and 

for aught appears, but a type the rabbies, mull be fet*afide, 
of that fpiritual one under the where (hall we find an author 
gofpel, bore a conllant analogy that has done fo, or a deferi^ 
with that* of Solomon, with re- ption of this edifice that has 
fpett to its members, dimen- not boif owed more from them, 
fions, fynwietry, ornaments, than from the facred hiftorians? 
and the likel^ho knows not, Laflly, what fecurity have we, 
that that of wlifc w fing it that they have hit upon the 

tohavebeenequalimfeftdltty and true meaning of many obfeure 
magnificence to that author’s terms, fuch as mud unavoida- 
defeription of it, had received bly often occur in deferiptions 
fuch confiderable additions and of this nature, written at fuch 
improvements from time to adiftance of time, and in a 
time, efpecially under Herod language fo little known as the 
the Great , as might eaflly ren- Hebrew now is ? 
dfcr it <juitc different from, not 

U 
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tp ttjeciir«^*ih*has Hot onJy made a* a generous offer 
of' the to bo communicated to 1 the world, but has 

mvm m fevej^l opportunities of receiving farther fatisfa- 
mm from bis leaped friend. But, as his demonftration* 
from tbofe facred books* curious and exaft as they are, 
would too fonfibly interrupt the thread of our hiftory, we 
think it will be more acceptable to our readers, if we. 

Join them with the plans of the city and temple, in <hat 
faccimSt and explanatory method in which he has been iince 
prevailed upon to adapt them to this work, in an appendix 
at the end of this volume, that fo both may at one view 
be compared either with each other, or yvitn a ny of tjibfc 
defcriptions that have hitherto appeared in the world. As 
for the elevations of that edifice, we hope it will be 
thought a charge and trouble which # ma^ ftill be better 
fpared, confidering the number a ia variety* we have 
already, and how little reafon r v iere is to be fatisfied with 
any of them. • 

We return to the king of. I fra el , ivho, to celebrate 
the dedication of this new temple wit.i greater magnifi- 
cence, chofe to defer it till the next year, which was the 
jubilee (I), at which Tolenniity there ufed to be always 
a vaft concourfe of people ^oift all parts of the kingdom, 
as we have elfewhere obfciVed n . The ceremony began f/ Je J e J{+ 
on thtfeighth day of the fev^ nth month of the facred year, cation of 
Which was the firft of the civil year, anfwcring to the lat- />, 
ter end of our O ft fiber , and lafted lc «en days, at the end of 
which began the feaft of the tabernacles, which was one * 

©f the three folemn feafts of the Ifrachtes , and lafted like- 
wife feven days ; fo that the vaft concouefe of peop’e wh* 

Were invited by the king, and flocked to tl/v folemnity, 
ftaid at leaft fourteen days in JerufaUm . The ceremony 
opened with a pompous proceffion, in which the priefts car- 
ried the ark from the tabernacle which David had eredled 
for it, to the temple : and de^ofited it in the molt holy 
place, between the two golden cherubim, which Solomon 
had caufed to be made bv Hit am , to be a kind of ^over- 
ing to the ark (K). The king himfelf, a^>w&panied 

. § " bf 

See before, vol. iii. p. 39, 

) (I) This was their ninth ju* (K) We have fpoken elfe- 
#Bee> which, according to abp. where of the fhape and pofition 
opened the fourth mU- of thofe which coveted the 
Imryofthe^orM (90). mercy-feat (93). Tbefe that 

(90) Akn. fub A*M. 3001,(91) mi, fvj>, ml ui.pt x vi* ($£&• & (**> 

Vea. IV. H were 
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by all his thief officers, and the elders of Ifw^ marched 
before the ark ; thefe were followed by a great number 
of priefts and Levites, who fung fome canticles propel 
to theoccafion, and played upon various waftrumenfs. Nefcf 
yto the ark followed another number of fingers and played 
.with other priefts bearing the golden "candlefticks, altar of 
«ncenfe, and other facred utenfils of the fandtuary, whidf 
had1>een brought from Gibeon, where they and the tabeftifc- 
cIq had been depofited till that time (M). Whilft the priefts 

• 

were made by Hiram for the ty cubits in length and breadth, 
mq^hol^ place, differed from and ten in height. The fame 
them, and were of two forts, was done by the altar of per- 
namely, thefe two, which fume, and the tables of fhew- 
fpifad one wing ovei*the ark, bread ; which laii, as well as 
and touched the \£ill with the thtf golden candleiticks, he in- 
other ; *and thofe which were creafed to the number of five 
made in bas-rtlievo, toadoln or fixfold, 
the Tides of the wall, bcir^ Befidcs thefe, there was a 
placed between pal iff- trees like- prodigious quantity of other 
wife in bas-relievo, a fed all of gold and filver veffels and liten- 
the fineit gold. What the big- fils; concerning which the text 
nefs of thefe laft was, we know/ qnly fay?, that they were with- 
not ; but that of the two mai- out number (92); butthe^Vw- 
five flanding ones may be ijh hillorian has given usfucha 
gueffd at by the length of their detail of them (93), that we 
wings, w hich, reaching to the chufe to refer the reader to him 
north and foutli walls wi\n one for it, becaufe we can neither 
, extremity, and joining at lealt tell whence he had it, nor in- 
by the other over tne centre, deed find room enough, dr ufe, 
jnuil have been ea/:h five cu- for fuch vail quantities, 
bits long, ^caufe the place (M) Thefe were not depo- 
was twenty cubits in length and fited in the fanttuar^, becaufe 
breadth ; fo that one may rea- the king had caufed a new fet 
fonably fuppofe the cherubim of them to be made, which 
themfeltes to have been about were larger, and moreanfwcr- 
ten cubits high. al}Je to the fpacioufnefs of the 

There we alfo took notice, that place ; but were laid up in 
Zolonm^mAe ail the other uten- fome other repdfitory prepared 
fils, and%»^j]jmti l ^' the tem- # for that purpole. To add the 
pie, propoFfl^jjbk, both in greater magnificence to the 
bignefs and richnefs, to that of proceflion, the king ordered 
the edifice. The Mofaic altar the ark to flop at proper di- 
of burnt-offering, for inflance, fiances ; and there caufed a 
was fet by on account of its prodigious number of viditttf 
fmalnefc, and another placed to be offered up before it, tilf 
in lieu of it, which was twen- they had reachedlhe fan&uary, 

(92) 2 Cbron. iv. 18 , alib, (93) Anti a, U vii» f, 2, 20 , alib, & 

di Bell \ Jad, c, $1 & alib, faff* 

were 



wttb dcpo^ng the ark in the moil holy place, the air rung 
i^kh the i|tind of 120 trumpets, and with the voices ot 
the Levitts* T who fang the praifes of God, repeating thefe 
words*#! proper, ftanzas, Give thanks to the Lord ; for 
he it good* and ois mercy endureth for tVer. It was then 
that God feemed to come down in a vifible manner, to' 
take pofieffioh, as it were, pf his new temple, by filling 
it with a glorious cloud, as he had formerly done* the 
tabernacle 5 infomuch that the. priefts could not ftand to 
orfFer up the facrifices* which they had prepared upon that 
occafion *. * • 

During this time, Solomon , who flood upon a brafen 
fcaffold three cubits high, and prepared for the purpoTe, 
having commanded the attention of the people, which 
flood in the court, and in the gaHeries round abefut, 
kneeled down; and, fprtadinghis hands f towarcft heaven, 
dedicated the facred building 'o God in an elegant and 
devout prayer, which he then njde in theif hearjng ; in- 
treating the divine mercy to make it its refidence in fa- 
vour of Ifrael* and to be ready frorp thence to hear the 
prayers which his people Ihould direft thither, from what- 
ever part of the world ; and, what condition foever they 
were in, to giant their , “qiicfts, and pardon their of- 
fences. All this while the 4 priefts had covered the fpacious 
altar with proper vi£tims, which, as foon as his prayet 
was ended, were confumed by a miraculous fire, as a 
token of the divine favour and v?ceptant:e. The king 
then turning himfelf about, blefled | the audience, and ( 
retired ; after which, the priefts went aboj.it offering a 
raft multitude of other facrifices, which had been (cat 4 <vajl 
thither both by the king, and by the heads of the tribes ; number of 
infomuoh that they were forced to rear a number of other •victims 
altars in the court, the great one not being fufficient fot 0 JF***d. 
them ( N ). 

As foon as Solomon had finifticd this ’noble ftm&ure* ( 
he fet his artificers to wefrk upon two other buildings, one 

fet 


* 2 Chrpn. v. per tot. . ' 

* (N) On the very fir ft day of were every day. 

this ceremony, which lifted The feaft of * the tabernacles, 
feveti days, they facrificed which immediately followed 
22060 bullocks, and 120000 this, was li ke wife obferved with 
fheep, for peace-offerings, unufual magnificence ; after 
l^rhich ferved to feaft the vaft which, the people were dif- 
concourfc of people, befides a miffed in peace, and returned to 
prodigious number of burnt their homes, with their hearts 
and other offering,, which full of joy, and admiration of 

Ha their 



sioa XbeHtfteryof the Jews 9. I. ; 

Solomcii’/for himfelf, and another for Pharaoh's daughter * y and 
palaces , . fpared nothing that art or riches could furnilh, to nw% 
them to a proportionable fplendor with it (O). He wa$ f 
almoft thirteen years in building them \ fo that he finiQie4. 
thofe three magnificent edifices, with all their coftly fur- 
niture, utcnfils, and ornaments, within the fpace of twenty 
years (P). After this, he fent back a great part of his 
• • Tyrian 


2 Compare i Kings iii. i. vii. 

their wonderful monarch (94). 
At c the fame time,? left that 
young prince’s heart ftiould be 
too elated by this extraordinary 
grandeur, God \y as V ea f e d 
to appear to' him in a dream, 
on the firil night of the dedica- 
tion ; exprefled his acceptance, 
of that fumptuous edjfice ; and’ 
4 renewed his promifes to him, 
and his poflerity, provided he 
and they ferved him with an 
upright heart : on the o‘ther { 
hand, he allured him, that, in 
cafe they provoked him by their 
idolatry and difobedience, that 
glorious building* which was 
now the wonder of the world, 
Should infallibly becorrf 2 a def- 
lation, a dwelling for owls and 
bats, and a proverb of reproach 
among all natiafl's (95). 

(O) One of thefe palaces is 
called the houfe of the foreft 
of Lebanon (96), though it 
was at Jerufalem ; the reafon 
of which cannot be ealily 
guefled «t. The Chaldee pa- 
raphraft iqUs it a fummer- 
houfe, or efrelh- 

ment ; others tSW^fi: to have 
been built in that foreft, after 
Salmon had taken the city of 


8. ix. 24. & 2Chron. viii. 11. 

Hamatb-zobah (97) 5 but the 
general opinion is, that they 
gave the name of the foreft of 
Lebanon to the city of Da<vid t 
by reafon of the prodigious 
quantities of cedar, and other 
trees, which had been brought 
from thence to build the tem- 
pie, and other fumptuous edi- 
fices, infomuch that it feemed 
as if Lebanon had been tranf* 
ported to Jertfalem (98). 
L^pon this account, and 'per- 
haps alfo from the fragrancy 
of the cedar, both the city and 
temple, as well as the palace, 
are called Lebanon by the pfal- 
mift, and fomc of the pro- 
phets (99). 

(P) Thefe palaces were built 
with the utmoft magnificence, 
whether for the prodigious 
quantities of gold, filver, ce- 
dar, and other precious woods, 
marble, and other coftly ftones, 
the ftupendous bignefs of them, 
or the exquifitenefs of the 
workmanihip, or for the rich- 
nefs of their furniture, and the 
fumptuoufnefs of the galleries, 
porches, courts, and apartments. 
Among thefe there was one 
more fpacious than the reft. 


. (94) 1 Kxngt viii. 12 , & Jeqq, 2 Cbron, vi. vii. per tot, (9$) |, 

Kings ix. &feqj, (96) Ibid. vii. 2. (97) Vid. Jun . in loc, 

a Cbron. viii. 3. (9$) It a rabbin, vid. Munft. Calmet . & al. in PM ' 

JttiX, Xcii. 12, 13. £09) Pfal % xxix, puj. xcii. 12, 13, altb. 


which 



tot 


C. V£L 4 i the BabyloniSi Captivity. 

Tyrian artificers ; and, to exprefs his gratitude to their 
prince, Who had to generoufly furniflied him, not only 
with vaft quantities of ftones and wood, but alto with 
great fums of gold, he prefented him with twenty cities 
m Galileo. But Hiram , coming toon after to view thefe,^ 
was lb difgulted at them, that he could not forbear break* 
ing out into tome complaint againft his brother Solomon 9 
and exprefling his diflatisfadtion by his refufal of them, 
and by the contemptible name which he gave fo that 
whole land ; upon which, Solomon built them anew him- 
felf, and planted colonies of IJraelites in themj?. The 
reft of his workmen, whether Tyrians ^r others, together 
with the Canaanitijh flaves, who were by that time pro- 
bably become very expert builders, were employed in fur- 
rounding the city of Jerufalem with' a ftrong and ftatcly 
wall, and fortifying Mitlo , Ha%or^ Megiddo , Gc%cr, Beth - 
boron , Baalath , Tadmor or Palmyra , and other places of 

• 

b Compare i Kings ix. xo. & 2 Chron. viii. 1, & feqq. 


which was called the porch, or 
hall of judgment, in which 
was placed the king s thron 
and bn each fide of it the feats 
of his<ounfellors. This porch 
was by far the moil magnifi- 
cent of all, becaufe it was bocli 
his feat of judgment, and the 
place of public audience, where 
he Ihewed himfelf either to his 
nobles, or to the Grangers that 
retorted to him. It was placed 
in the mSft of a flight of rich 
pillars of cedar, curioufly carv- 
ed and covered, or rather in • 
laid with gold. The throne 
itfelf, which was in the faftnon 
of a niche, was covered with 
ivory, inlaid and intermixed 
with curious ornaments in gold ; 
the afeent to it was by fix 
Heps, each Hep being fupported 
on either fide with a fmail lion, 
and the arms of the feat with 
two large ones as big as the 
li to. All thefe, and even the 


Heps themfelves, were like- 
wi fc covered with gold and 
♦ivory. The richncfs of the 
furniture of thefe fumptuous 
edifices may be gueffed at, by 
the plate and drinking-veflels 
whi"h were ufed in them, and 
were all of the hue it gold. To 
thefe he kidded 300 fhields of* 
the fame rich metal, which 
ufed to be* carried before him 
when he went' abroad, and, 
upon his return, were fufpend- 
ed along the rows of pillars as 
an ornament. Behdes thefe, he 
likewife caufed 200 targets to 
be made of a larger fize, which 
were hurg up in fomc confpi- 
cuous places of *\J temple. 
All thefi^v e/e^’.-Tiade of tome 
precious w 0 u 3 , and covered 
with gold ; thefe latter amount- 
ed to 600 fhekqls each, and 
the former to three pou ids 
weight (ico). 


(ic©) 1 Kings*, 1 6, 17* 


2 Chron . ix. 15* 

h 3 


confe* 
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tonfequence \ befides feveral other ftore-cities for'fc 
chariots and horfes, for his magazines of corn, wine, oil, 
and other provifions and ammunition (QJ. 

SolonioKv To fdpply all thefe vaft expences, Solomon built a navy 
davy. \at Ezion-geber , upon the coafts of the Red Sea f and put 
.it under the care of fome expert Tyrian failors, who, with 
bis own men, went with it to Ophir (R), and in about 

three 


( Q^) He built likewife -of Ophir the fon of Joktan ^ 
fome forp/eftes in Lebanon, pro- who went with his brethren 
bably to 1 ecu re a fiee commu- and dwelt from Mejha toward 
jiication between his kingdom Sephar , a mount of the eaft 
and that of Sytia. Soon af- (6). 2. That the fame fleet 

ter,*- he brought under <his yoke went both to Ophir and Tar~ 
the remainder of tfie Amorites, Jhijh (7), and fet out fifttn 
Hiltites 6 Perizzites, Hi-vites, Euon-geber, a fea-port near 
and Jebu files , « who feem t to Eloth , in the land of Edom 
have remained unconquered upon the RcdSea (8). 3. That 
w till bis time, and ma de them the voyage took them up three 
all tributaries to him (4). years (9). 4. That it brought 

Thefe were alfo probably fore- gold, precious ffoncs, fpices, 
ed to his works with the reft ; ivory, ebony, and almug- 
fer, as for to Ifraelites , the \V00d, peacocks, and mopkeys 
text exprefly fays, that they (10). 5. That Ophir not only 
were exempt from all kind of afforded the greateft quantity 
flavifh bulinefs, and only em- of gold, but that it alfo ex- 
ployed either as overfeei<bver ceeded all other gold in fine- 
# them, or as officers f and fol- nefs and value (1 1). And laftly, 
diers in his army (5). that, according to Eupolemus , 

(R) It is not to expe&ed, an antient author quoted by 
that our rea^prs will be con- Eufebius (12), the Urfht or 
tented with being told, that Ophir , from whenc^ this mel 
Ophir is to us a terra incognita , tal was brought, was ah ifland 
that has been fought in vain in the Red Sea ; not that which 
in all parts of the world, and we commonly underftand by 
through every point of the thtt name, which lieth be- 
compafs. And indeed one tween Arabia and Egypt , but 
would tordly^ believe fuch a the great fouthern ocean, 
difcovervfe dj^.fq di fficult. con- which extendeth between /*• 
fidering the marks by dia and Africa , and waflheth 

which the Scriptures feem to up to the coaft of Arabia and 
lead us to it ; fuch as thofe Perfia , and was called the 
tphat follow : That Mofes fpeaks Red Sea, ' , from the colour 

(4) 1 Ktngs ix. 1 7* & fef?. z Qhron , viii. I, & feqq. See before, moi, ii. 
»i6. (5) 1 Kings ibid, wr, tz, 23. (6) Gen. x. 29, 30. (7) Conf. 

t Kings ix* 28. x. 22. xxii. 48. & 2 Cbron. xx. 36. (% ) 1 Kings ix* 

Of, & alib. (9) Ibid. x. 22, & alib. faff. (10) Ibid. & % Cbron. 
10. ( |J ) Ibid. & alib.paff. (12) Trap, evang. I. ix* 

width 
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tftrte yem time brought him back an immenfe weight 
6 f 'gblcl Snd filver, befides feveral kinds of precious ftones,. 

fpiccs. 


i 1 ft 

which tjbc perpendicular fun- 
, beams give it in thofe hot cli- 
mates (ij). To this let us 
. add, that Jofepbus fays, that 
Ophir was in India, or was 
fince called India > or the land 
§f gold \i\), which may pro- 
bably mean the Aurea Cberfi - 
itefus, now called the ifland of 
Malaca , over-againft Suma- 
tra. Thefe, one would be apt 
to think, might have chalked 
$ttt fuch a chart, as Would 
have directed ns, if not to the 
very fpot of ground, yet at 
ieaff to the region whence all 
thefe riches came ; and yet 
there are fcarce any two au- 
thors that have fleered the fame 
cqurfe. # 

Hut, not to dwell long on a 
fubj$& that affords fo little cer- 
tainty, we (hall content our- 
felves with a bare mention of 
thofe who feem to have vifi- 
bly erred from the point ; and 
then give a fhort account of 
thofe who have fpoken with a 
greater degree of probability. 

Among the firft, we may 
rank thofe who have gone to 
America for it (15), it being 
unconceivable how they could 
fleer thither and back again in 
thofe early days, without 
charts or compafs, with fo im- 
perfe& a knowlege of geogra- 
phy andaftronomy, and know- 
ing no more of navigation 
than bare coafting. If it be 
Aid, that this was the method 


they * fleered by, and that they 
coafted along India , Gbinaf 
and the north parts of Japan , 
to the north part of Amcrito* 
and fo on to Hifpaniola , br any 
other place, whether of 'Me- 
xico or Peru 5 befides that, in 
fuch a cafe, eighteen months 
will fcarce be fuffidept # for 
fuch a prodigious round, how 
many iflands might they have 
met v^ith in India , that\ould 
have fupplied tlffem with all 
thofe commodities, *and efpe- 
cjal ly with gold ? How came 
they at flrff to have fuch know- 
lege of fhofe parts, as to g* 
thither for that metal ? Was 
America peopled fo early ? And 
if it was, which is fcarce cre- 
dible, were either its inhabit- 
ants fuch expert failors as to 
bring thofe merchandizes to 
fome famous emporium '"nearer 
to Afia , or did any of the 
Afiath \ nations fetch them frojji 
thence ? 

2. Thofe who have gone no 
further 'than the coafts of 
Africa , or even nearer, for it 
(16) 5 becaufe, tho* it be pro- 
bable, that fevenal parts of 
Africa might abound with 
gold, fpiccs, ivory, and thofe 
other merchandizes ; or, ac- 
cording to others, that the 
lndiam~m\v}\\ h ing them thi- 
ther s JVrte farthefl coaft of 
Afric was not diffant enough 
from E&ion-geber, to have ta- 
ken- up fo much time as three 


( T 3 ) Vidfup. mol. if, p, 176,(1/). PridtauxconntEl.Hb.u (14 )Ant. 
I vUi. e. lf (1 5 ) Gcntbr. Arr. Mm. Cbrifl. Columb . Vatabl. Pojtet.&ai. 
(™) * n 1 Jteg, ix. tiuet. dijjcrt. dt navig. £aJom, Jtan. dot Sant. 
& $ 



' fplcei*. ebofly, tad other curious Wood, ivory, 'pcieotefc.*-, 
.monkeys, and other rarities «, The §old ittelf amounted . 

to 

f * i Kings ix. ver. ult. x. 22. 3 Chron. viii. 15, &feqq. 

\e&r# though we fhould aU Among thojfe who hive con* 
low that they went to a differ- je&ured with more probability, 
ent fea-port for each merchand- we {hall mention, firft of alt, 
ize ; iriuch lefs to feme of thofe thofe who place it, with JoJe* 
phee/s mentioned by fome of pbus, in fome part of the Eaft- 
thofe authors, which are a Indies (20), though without 
great deal nearer to it. adhering too clofe to the parti- 

LalHy, we may 4 reckon cular place which each of them 
among them that have miffed has made choice of, whether 
the mark, thofe who have fallen in the kingdom of Malabar , 
into \he notion, that *£<zion- or the iflcs of Seylan or Tape* 
geber was ndt on the coails of brand (21), or in Siam (22)* 
the Red S*a> but of the Medi- or in any of thofe neighbouring 
terranean (17).” This thqy iflands or kingdoms beyond the 
have indeed luppofed, in order Ganges (23), or that of Pegu % 

‘ to avoid the difficulty into whofe inhabitants pretend to be 
which Huetius Humbled, by defeended from the Jew* 
making the canal of commu- whom Solomon fent thither to 
nication between thofe two Teas work in the golden mines (24) ; 
to have been opened in David's for we think it labour loft to 
time ; but this has been fully feek for a country that pro* 
confuted by feveral learned duced all the different kinds of 
authors fi8). But, whatever merchandizes which the fleet 
the difficulty be of findiifg a brought into Judea , when they 
gaflage from Ezion-gpber to had time enough to fetch fome 
the Mediterranean , it cannot from one place, and fome front 
be fuppofed to have b«sn fitua- another ; or, which is equally 
ted any- where |>uc on the Red probable, when they might be 
Sea 9 without doing manifeft brought by all Indian merchants 
violence to the text; becaufe from feveral parts of India into 
there is not one fingle inftance fome common emporium. All 
of CT Yam Suph fignify 1 thefe, by fuppofing the fleet to 
ing the Mediterranean , or any fall from the Red Sea into the 
other than the Red Sea ; and ocean, through the Ptrfian 
fecondly, bccaufe E%ion-geber gulph. 
iBfaidto have hectLbcfid^i'/^, Dean Prtdeaux obferves 
which laft is alway^-plhced on next, that it was the voyage to 
th$ Red Sea (19), c TarjhiJb , which took up three 

(17) Gort>p. Beta*. BivAr, Born, aL (iS) Marfh, tan . Mgypt. 

free. 15 . Calm . prohgom. tn Gene f. ( 19 ) Vid. Eufeb . he. Hebr. fufvoc. 

HAafi. Abu (fed. defer. Arab. Plin. Strab. Iiteron. Procop,& al. (20) hue* 
liolft. not. in' Ortel, (21) Vid. Bock art. pbal, (22) Ah Cboih 

in vit. Sahm. (aj) Vid, Li pen, trati, de Qpbir % (24) Vid, Maff. 

& an ft. ab co citat. § 
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cyv$, * /* 

to' 450 &k&ts yearly befidea the profit which lie made 
of all the other commodities. Som^ of thofe precious 

woods 


years going and coming; from 
which he conjectures, that 
Ophir might be much nearer 
Judea, and the voyage per- 
formed in lefs time, if they had 
not been obliged to go quite 
to the former for fome commo- 
dities, which the other did not 
afford i and, consequently, that 
any place in the great Indian 
fea, at the diftance of three 
years voyage, which yielded 
gold, ftlver, ivory, apes; and 
peacocks, might be the Tar- 
jhijb ; and any other, though 
much nearer, where they could 
have gold, almug-trees, and 
precious (tones, might be the 
Ophir mentioned in the Scrip- 
tures. So that if the fouthern 
part of Arabia produced the* 
greateft quantities of the beil 
gold, as he fhews it did from 
good authors, then that might 
be the land of Ophir (25). 

But though it be granted, 
that Ti irjbtjh and Ophir might 
be diftind places, and at fome 
coniiderable diftance from each 
other * yet, if the latter had 
been fo nigh as fouth Arabia , 
and had yielded fuch plenty of 
the fineft gold, almug-trees, 
and precious ftones, it is fcarce 
credible, that they would have 
gone fo much farther for fuch 
inferior trifles as filver, ivory, 
monkeys, and peacocks; it is 
more likely, that they went 
iartkeft for the flneft gold, pre- 
cious ftones, and things of great- 
eft value. 

(*$) Prid* cortneft, book i. 


Laftly, ft late author (26) has 
taken a quite different 
from all the reft ; and /dunk* 
that he has found out the Mg- 
Jha and Sephar, where Ophir 
the fon of Johan went to 
dwell, between mount htajius 
and the mountains of Safbar , 
fomevvhere toward Armenia 
and Media , where are thelfead* 
of the Tigris and Euphrates ; 
whicherivers might be fftbfer- 
vient to this commerce. He 
adds feveral ingenious reafons 
for his conjc&ures, which we 
cannot dwell upon, and may be 
better reftd m the author. Thu 
main objection againft this hy- 
pothflfib, and which we think 
he does not fufHciently anfwer, 
is, that the nearnefs of the 
place does not admit of a three 
> ears voyage, though we Ihould 
fuppofe with him, that they 
tooiv a large compafs about 
from egaft to coaft ; and that 
the three years, mentioned m 
the tex4, might mean only 
three fumme»*s and two win- 
ters, or thirty months. 

Upon the whole, then, the 
molt probable conjedure, and 
beyond which it is impoflible to 
go, is, that Ophir was in fome 
of thofe remote ricJi countries 
of India beyond Ganges , and 
perhaps as far as China or Ja- 
fan ; vt^'ch Jaft ftill abouuds 
with the fineft gold, and with 
feveral other commodities in 
which Solomon's fleet dealt, as 
*filver, precious ftones, ebony, 

(t6) Cat met* proleg. in GmeJ. 


and 
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Amoi^g the great perfons wjjom his fame brought to 
1 4 J* ru / a fo m > the rnoft confiderahle was the queen of She- 

« *$** * § a princefs of fjnch excellent wifdona, and extraor* 


d z Chrcm. ix. ver. is. 


dinary 


and c other valuable forts of 
wood; to fay nothing offpices, 
peacocks, n parrots, apes, and 
othep\fuch creatures (26)5 
and, by its diftance, belt an- 
* fwers to the length of the voy- 

age , . *• 

All that we (hall fay further, 
is, that this Opbir gold was in 
great plenty in j’udea , even in 
David's time ; fince he left 
ijooo talents of it for the fervice 
of the temple, befides the 5000 
talents which the prinqss of 
the people offered for the fame 
purpofe (27). Now, as we can 
hardly believe either of them 
to have been fo munificent, as 
to have given more than a 
certain proportion of it ; fhcmld 
^ye fuppofe it to have b^n even 
a third part, there mull have 
been at leaft 24,000 talents of 
that metal in this kingdom ; 
this prodigious fum could never 
be heaped together from the 
bare fpoil of the neighbouring 
nations j it is moie reafonable to 
believe, that, having conquer- 
ed the Edomites, and taken 
Elotb and Ezion-geber , David 
fet himfelf about, opting a 
commerce from thence, by 
the alfiftance of Hiram's expert 
Tailors ; fo that his fon did but 
improve what the father had 


begun, by enlarging and for- 
tifying thofe two places, and 
peopling them with the beft 
mariners and (hip-builders ; 
and, in a word, by encourag- 
ing navigation and commerce 
to fiich a degree, as made him* 
by fir, the richeft prince of 
his time, and his kingdom the 
mod flou rifhing in the world. 

(S) Jofepbus calls her Hi- 
caulis , and fays, (he wa9 queen 
of Egypt and Ethiopia (28) ; 
and elfew here, that Saba was 
. the metropolis of the latter, 
till Cambyfes called it by his 
fitter's name, Meroes (29). .The 
Ethiopians , accordingly, pre- 
tend that (he was queen of 
that country, and prelerve Hill 
a lift of her fucCeflors (30). 
They add, that (he had a fon 
by Solomon , whom (he font to 
be brought up by him ,• they 
call him Meilik or Mtnikheh, 
and pretend that twenty-four 
of their kings are defoended 
from that prince fucceffively 
dovvfr to B a /Hides, who reigned 
in the middle of the 1 7th cen- 
tury (31). Some ancient wri- 
ters likewife acknowlege, that 
that country was feme time 
governed by women J3 2), 

The Arabians, on t heather 
hand, claim this queen as their 


(26) Vii. Vann. £? al defer. Japan, (27) Vid. 1 Cbron. xxix. 4, <f<£ 

feff. (2 i) d*t. 1. viii. c . z. (29) Ibtd /. il e. in. (■ > 0 ) Vtd, 

Hieu Aim'd & ludo’f.h. brjh M'hip. (~ij fa /;£, £ Ct ® faq. 
f$i) St* ab. lib, xv i. c. 17, Pisa. I iR ' * J a 


owni 


ttls * feancd 0 

fitonarch, by the fumptm>t^hd&%f hter equipage 
the richnefs of her ptefents, and the number of hard 
queftions (he put to him. She brought with her a va(8 
number of camels laden with gold* precious ftones^jfiiA 
fuch rich fpices and perfumes, as had not till thpCoem 
known even in Solomon 9 s cpurt. By all thefe, one rtfay 
guefs at the fplendidnefs of her equipage and retinae j and 
it is not to be fuppofed, that {he would have engaged with 1 
a prince fo univerfally famed for wifdom, if (he Md not 
had fome confiderable (hare of it herfelf ; but, after having 
tried him with all the fubtile and enigmatic queftions (he 
had prepaied for him, {he found in* him fuch a rea*dmefs 
in folving, and fuch a fagacity m explaining his anfwers, 
that he ieemed even to prevent h£r thoughts * ; mfbmuch 
that fhe owned herfelf fully fatisfied, thaf he was not 
without juft reafon efteemed the wifeft prince of his time. 
The king then entertained her wrth a vffew of the temple, 
of his palaces and gardens, and # all the magnificence 
of his court and capital , at which fhe exprefled Ref 
extreme fatisfadhon in the moft rcfpeftful terms, and 
prefented the king with one hundred and twenty talents of 


f i Kings x 3, 


own; they call her BalkiJJ , 
and pretend that Ihe was queen 
of yf>tf&rf,andhadher refidence 
in the city of Match, which 
they make the metropolis of 
the province of Saha They 
nave # preferved alfo her genea- 
logy* as well as the hiftory of 
her journey to Judea , which 
they have {luffed with other 
fables $ among others, Jjiat file 
was married to Solomon ; and 
that, after her return to Arabia, 
that prince ufed to keep an epi- 
ftolary correfpondence with her, 
by means of a bird which they 
called budhud , a kind of lap- 
wing or puet, which ufed to 
carry letters between them 
( 33 )* 


But, fetting afide thefe tri- 
fl ng {lories, the opinion of 
thofe who think, that that 
prindhfs came from Ata- 
faa, feems certainly the moil 
probable of the two ; araopg 
many other reafons, becaufe 
{he is called in the gofpel, the 
queen of the fouth , and is (aid 
to have come from the utter- 
moft parts of the earth (34 ) ; 
which anfwers exadtly to At a- 
hta Felix , which lies fouth ot 
Jud^a, and is bounded by the 
ocean* To which we may 
add, that it abounded with 
gold, precious ftones, and fine 
perfumes, more than any other 
country thereabouts. 


( 33 ) y d Her helot, bill tot or ert, fuh voc* Balhjh* 

4 1* 


$ 34 ) Matt 

gold. 



fumes, 

not to i 

Rhe firongeft proofs of his munificence S. 
i Hitherto we have feen nothing in that prince's life, 
SlitHhat gives us the higheft idea of his wifdom, piety, 
and magnificence 5 but the ifemainder of his reign proved 
fa i otherwife, and Solomon , emphatically called the wife, 
beloved of God, and admired by all the world for fo 
ffis Jtifec- many excellent virtues, became fuch a Have to the 
tion % paffion of love, in his old age, that he ventured to marry 
an amazing multitude of ftrange women, without diftin- 
£Uon< of nation, country, or religion, and without the 
leaft regard to God’s exprefs commands to the contrary ; 
till ate length he but t&o fadly verified the divine warn- 
ing h , by fuffering himfelf to be feduccd into all manner 
of idolatry. The number of his wives amounted to 700, 
befides 300 concubines, o,r wives of the fecond rank $ 
idolatries , a nd his complaifance for them went fo far, as to build 
Ukars and temples to all their deities 5 infomuch that the 
neighbourhood of Jerufalem , if not the city itfelf, was 
filled with idols and temples ; and the mount of Olives , 
which was over-againft it, wis defiled with two altars, 
one to Chemojh the god of Moab^ and another to Moloch 
the god of the Ammonites . Such a fhameful defe&ion 
could not but be highly difplcafing to God ; and Solomon 
toras foon after made fenfible of it, when he appeared the 
third time to him in a dream, and told him, that his in- 
gratitude would cfcft his fuccefTors the lofs of his kingdom, 
the tribe of Judah e^epted, which he would leave them, 
in confideration qf his former promife to Davids for whofe 
fake he alfo forbore to rend the other tribes from him till 
after his death. Whether this fevere denunciation awaked 
him to repentance, or whether he died immerfed in his 
idolatry and luft, the text doth no-where tell us ; what 
the opinion 6f Jews and Chrijliant' is about it, may be 
and death 9 f een j n the next note (W). fie died in the fortieth year 
Year of 0 f 

the flood * , Kings x. 24, Sc fe<$. 2 Chron. ix. 1 , & feqq. b Vid. 
*37 3 * Deut.vii. 3, & feqq. 

Bef. Chr. ( W ) Of thofe that be- his throne 5 upon which, they 
975 * lieve Solomon heartily repented make him lead fuch a ftrange 
^VV/ 0 f all his. extravagancies, are, life, as looks more like a 
among the Jews, the Talmud- phrenfy, than a true repent- 
ijis, who affirm, that God fent ance. As for Jofephus, he 
Afmdeus to ftrip him of all only attributes his vices to the 
his glory, and drive him from weaknefs of old-age, withoift 

faying 


•fgreit number of predoui ftones, and rkhper- 
Si>lme% on the other hand, was too generous 
snake her fuitable returns, and difmifTed her with 



• C, m • § the 

o'# his reign, ana about the Sftyeigtwh.ef his age} a# 

wras 

faying any thing of his repent- not caufe to depart firm $m $ & 
ance (41). / did firm Saul: and much? 

The Chriftians, both antient more tq the fame purpo(eUgJ % < 
and modern, who have esm- It is likewife fcid, iraii^ 
braced the notion, that Solo* other place (46)/ thit Reko- 
mon repented before his death, boom and his fubje&s walked 
are too numerous to be quoted in the way of David and So- 
here: we ihall infer t their lomon but three year»; and af- 
pames in the margin (42), terwards, that he did evil in 
and mention the principal rea- the fight of the t*>*D (47). 
fons which have led them to Solomon' s^w ay, therefore, being 
it. In the frft place, many of put with that of Davtd % and 
them have followed the notion oppofecf to. that of his wicked* 
of fome of the fathers above- fon, srfgu^s, according to*them, 
quoted, that the book of Ec- that it was right *which could 
defiaftes was therefult of hivpe- have been faid of it? if he had 
nitent meditations, after he was d # \ed impenitent, 
returned to a fenfe of himfelfj Some pretend, that the Pro - 

and thefe are very numerous verbs % were written after ht> # 

(43) , There are, indeed, in repentance, and quote two 
that book, a number of ex- places for it ; the one, where 
preffions, which are very like he complains, that he was 
thofe of a perfon who feels a more brutifh than any man* 
fenfible remorfe for his pail ex- having neither underftanding, 
travagances, and is defirous to wifdom, nor knowlege of the 
forewarn others againll them Holy One (48) ; for they pre- 

(44) . tend, that Agur there is Solo - 

Another argument for his mon ; ^je other is Hill widej, 

repentance is taken from the being only, according to the 
promife made by God to his Septuagfotverfion, which makes 
rather ; where, fpeaking of him lay, At length I re- 
Solomon* whom he had chofen pented, and applied my j elf 
to build Jus temple, he adds, to live after a better rule 3 
I will eflabltjh his kingdom for whereas, in the original, he only 
ever: I will be to him a fa - fays, that, having obferved the 
ther $ and he Jhall be a fin jo field of a fiothful man over- 
me : if he commit iniquity , IS run with nettles — he con- 
will chaftife him with the rod fidered well about it, and re* 
of men;--but my mercy will l ceive<frinftru&ion (49). 

(41) Ant. 1. viii, c. 3. (4a) hen. 1. iv. Marcio op. Eppban. dc bare/. 

Baccbi+ir . eptji. de recipternL lapjis. Hilar, in Pf. Ivi. & cxxvi. Cyril , Hterof. 
cattcb. u. Heron, in gosek. xm. & ahb. Greg. 7 bant n. & ah (43) 7 b, 
Aquin . Hugo Cardinal, Paul. Comejior, Gentbrand. Cbrnntt. J. Henr . Heideg. 
Rtymcr, Mercer. Uffer.Jun . Tremel. Q al.plurim. (44) Vid. mt , a/, 

Ecclef. i. x, Gf ftqq, ii .pajf. ill. 17, Gf /eqq. xi. xii. pajfl (45) 2 Sam, 
V1 j# l 3 > 8 P/ah lxxxix. 19, & jeqq. ad 37. £§ alib. Pajf (4.6) a 

Cbron. id. 17. ( 47} Ibid, ml 14. (48) Prov, xxx. a, 3. &J*qq, (49) Ibid, 

Nnfwith* 



Rdo- 

boam. 





feyins fop Rshifoafli 1 (X), 

j, yv ujhsT Solomon fpent the laft yeats of * his lifii p 
lure atul indolence, the feeds of the tiireatehed de- 
fe^on were fowing both in Ifrael, and out of it 5 fo that* 
whenVhis fop Rehoboam came to thetrown* he had three 
patent ^ Iverfaries to encounter. The firft Was Hadad 
king of Edom, who bote a mortal hatred againft Ifrtteli 
'"ever fince David's general had caufed fuch an univerfal 
mafl&re m that kindom. He was now returned from 


• f 1 Kings xi. per toil. 2 Chron. ix. 30, 31. 

o < * 1 

f Notwithftanding all thefe monuments of his idolatry to 
rcaforfc, many learned fibers, continue ? Or, if he had de- 
as well as modern * duties, ftroyed them, why was it not 
have not f fcrupled to call recorded ? or rather, why it 
his repentance in queftion, and it faid, that they fubfifted till 
feme of them even to deny ic Jofiah'% time (53), that i$ ? 
•(^1). We (hall fubjoin fomc of about 350 years after his death ? 
their reafons for this opinion : What proofs are there, that 
1. Solomon's fins of idolatry, the book of Ecclejiaftes was 
and love of ftrange women, not written before his defe- 
are recorded in the ftrongeft 'ftion, rather than after it ? 
terms ; but not a word is men- (X) Jofepbus gives him eigb- 
tioned in the whole Scripture ty years reign, and ninety -four 
about his forfaking them. 2. of age (54}. Were that indeed 
God, being highly offended true, his impieties might well 
with him, actually cut off ten enough be attributed to hisex- 
tfibes from his pofteilfy, ac- treme dotage : perhaps alfo 
cording to what he l^d told was this the motive that in* 
him (52). Would he have duced the Jenvi/b hiftorian to 
executed it fo pun&ually, if fpin out his life fo far beyond 
Solomon had repented ? 3. Da - the text. Solomon is recorded 
k rid) and others, who repented to have written a great num- 
of their fins, had not only part ber of books ; of which we 
of the puniihment abated, but have^jnly his Proverbs , Eccle- 
their converfion is particularly flfles, and the Canticles ; all 
recorded. Why fhould Solo- the reft are loft, as well as 
mon be the only perfon ^vhole thofe of the prophets Nathan 9 
repentance is omitted > Could Abijab , and lddo y who are 
he write the book of Pr overbs , faid to have penned the hiftory 
prof Ecclefiajlesy after his con- of that prince (55). 
verfion, and yet leave all the 

(51) Cyprian, if. unit . ccckf. epijl, 6. ed Rogat, Tertul. lib. in iii, g v, 
eons. Mercian. Origen. Augufl. cm. Faujl, /, xxii. In Pf. exxiv. fijf aiib, 
Gregor. Mag. ‘lbeodoret. Prof per. Be da , deLyra . Toflet. Bellarnu Ptrer. Fife, 
Me lionet. & aU mult . (52) x Kings xi. 9, 6? fttf. ^ (53) a Kings 

xwii. 13. f54) Ant . 4 viii. x, 3. ($f) ’* Ckhn.U, 29. * 

Egypt $ 



dt*8. " * i&* 

%#>hei^fceliy bein food t«*aiTfift»auarjr, duriftfc 
David's and Salomons reigns x . The fecond was Rmn>%' 
fiibjeft of the king of Zobah, who fled likewif* food** 

David's conquering fword, and, having put himfelf at the 
head of a band ot brave warriors, went and eftabWhed 1 
a petty kingdom at D arm feus, and never ceafed annoying 
ljraely and revenging David's old hoftilities oiwie £0- 
beans m . But the moil dangerous ot the thr Jero- 
boam, a young daring man of the tribe of Epbrairp, whom 
Solomon had formeily madje overfeer over his tribe, and 
that of Manajtfih, in the carrying on of his wcy-k^. This 
naan had been told by the prophet Ah 1 jab , that ,Q od 
would give him the ten tribes, whi£h jtere to be rent 
from Solomon's fucceffors ; and, whc|ner /pon this account, 
or tor fome particular mifdemeanojfr, J)t had been forced 
to fly into Egypt , to • avoid the'^cing’s rtfentment; and 
there probably con<eite8 with the king of Edom, about 
caufing an infurre< 3 ion in lfa*l . As foon, theiefore, as 
he heard that Rehrboam Wk> upon the. throne, he returned* 
from Egypt to watch a pioper oppoitunity tor it \ and that 
weak prince foon alter gave lmn iuch an one as his heart 
could with. 

RrHoBoiiAM was gonowith his court, and the elders 
of all the tribes, to receive their homage at 6 bechem ; but 
they refufed to acknowlene him, unlels he promifed to 
lighten their yoke, which, they complained, his father 
had made too heavy for them. The king took three days Year of 
toconfider of an anfwer ; and, as had attained to t^e the flood 
fortieth year of his age, one might mve-expedfed, that he 1373. 
would have hearkened to the wholforAe advice of h»$ grave Bef Clir, 
counfellors ; which if he had, he might hive depuved 97 $• 
Jeroboam, who was at the head of the mutineers, ot an 
occafion of revolting ; but he unfortunately preferred that of Reho- 
fome hot-headed youths, who had been brought up at court ^° am 5 
with him ; and, inftead of Toothing the pe ^ple, on the third^^ occa 
day, he anfwered themT^a haughty tone. That he de-^*y 
figned to govern them witn greater fe verity than ever his^^ 0 
father had done 5 and that*, if thev dared to murmur, he r 
would ufe fcorpions, inftead ot whip** to chaftife their info- 
lence • upon which inconfiderate anfwer, they declaimed 
all further allegiance to the houfe of David ; and, having 
murdered Adoiam , whom the king had fent to appeafe 
the tumult, ten of the tribes chofe Jetoboam to be their 

1 1 Kings xi. 14, & feqq. See before, vol. ii. p. 177* 

* Ibid, ver.aj, Sc feqq. See before, vol. ii. j. 301. 
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head. 



Wh* head. Jtidah aifd however, adhered * 

Je-£eW«, and conveyed him with all $>eed to JeruJiltm^ 
tp avoid his being infulted by the revolters. He iflnme- 
fi * cuately raifed an army out of the two tribes, which mi 3 f* 

~*£; 180,000 valiant men, to reduce the reft to their 

ofcedi£M£es but, whilft they were prepat ing for a battle, 
the projh et Sbemaiab came, and acquainted them, that 
this defedi'Y 1 was from God, and perfuaded them to de- 
r fift j which they readily did for the prefent, though there 
were 'continual bickerings between thofe two kings all 
their life. t Jeroboam , on the other hand, thought on 
nothing but how to fecure his new-gotten kingdom ; and 
took tne advantage \>f that peaceful interval, to rebuild 
Shechem and P*«\//,^he former of which he made the 
place V»f his refideijCc;^ But there was ftill one thing, 
which he feared might, 1 ^ time, reconcile the ten tribes 
to the hoofe of David> namely/' their going three times 
a year to Jerufakm ; to prevent which, <he Tacrificed re- 
ligion to his fafety, and fet up a couple of golden calves, 
tne one at Dan , and tjie oJicr at Bethel , which were at 
the two extremities of the kingdom, to which places he 
commanded the people to repair for the worfhip of Goo, 
without going to Jcrufalem. 1 He likewife built fome 
temples and altars in the high-places ; and, bccaufe the 
Levites adhered to Rehoboam , he made piicfts to 4 iis 
deities out of the lees of his people, without regard to 
tribe or defert ». 

idola - The dedication of the two calves was proclaimed 
try tfctrough Jftaety and*? great concourfe of people had flocked 
to Bethel , when a paophet was fent thither by God, to 
denounce the deftru&ion of the new altar by a futuie king 
of Judah , named Joftah ; and, for a proof of his* pre- 
diction, he told them, that it fhould then receive fuch a 
crack, that the cinders would run out through the rent j 
and the thing happened accordingly upon the fpot. Je- 
roboam was ftandmg by the altafi/oeinir juft going to offer 
incenfe upon it (Y) j and,v r Iien he kcard the prophet 1 * 

threatening, 

n fc&ingfrxii paff 

(Y) Itfeems, by thisa&ion, commodious on account of 
*s if Jeroboam had defigned to their fituation, but had been 
join the royal dignity and the frequented, time out of mind, 
high-priefthood together in his by the people. Bethel was 
own perfon. The places he had in great reverence, as hav- 
made choice of to fet up his ing been reiorted to by the pa- 
two idols, were not only very tnarcb, and coaftcrated in * 

peculiar 



to dty 

tbratttJiung, W ft retched outJKs hand to caufe him to be 
rippfehelrded 5 bar, to his great Apprize, felt it withered 
in aft tnftant. Upon hU fubmiffion, however, he*had 
it reftored again, and invited the prophet to his houfe, 
intending to have rewarded him for the cure ; but W? 
having been cxprefly forbidden to flay in Bethel , eurffn to 
drink a cup of Water, refufed his offer, and ypnt his* 


/ • 

Ktraordinary 


Je roboam was nothing moved at this extraordinary 
event, but continued debauching the people from the 
worfhip of God °. At length, his fon tAbijceh being 
fallen into fome dangerous difeafe,t ha fed t his wife .in 
dlfguife to) /hijah the prophet, who /ad/foretold him, 
that he fhould be king over the ten twesf to know Ae- 
ther be would recover. Ahijah , t^ugh blind # with age, 
knew her at her firft co mjrjg ; i ^t/lf having called her by 
her name, bid her go and tell hdr hufband 4 that fince he 
had proved fo ungratelul to G<Jj, and had filled Ifracl 
with idolatry, the death of the child would be the leaft* 
punifhment that fhould fall upon him'; for that his pofte- 
rity fhould be cut off ; fo that they winch died in the city, 
would become fke food of dogs ; and thole that died in 
the field, fhould be devoured By the crows ; all which was 
verified by the fujuel accordingly. Notwithflanding all 
thefe thieatenings, ‘Jeroboam ptrlifled fiill in his idolatry, 
and gave thereby no fmall advantage to the king of Ju- 
dah 

Whilst Jeroboam was ftiengthenlig himfelf in SLe-i 
chem y Rehoboam was doing the Um&^tfjciufalen ; he 
built and fortified a confiderable number oi places in Ju- 
dah and Benjamin , put ganfons in them, and ffored them 
With arms and ammunition. At the fame time, the m K e 
of Levi) which was difperfed over Ifiacl^ being difpletfid 
With Jeroboam^ came flocking to j emfalem from thur 
refpe&ive cities, belides A^aft number out of die other 
tribes, who abhorred his can^s and ldohtzies, and came 

9 t Kings xiii. per tot. P Ibi^ xiv. i. rd 2i. 


peculiar manner by Jacob , af- which hid hern brought thither 
ter he had feen the glorious vi- from Micab\ houir, and for 
fionWereadof in Qenejts (63) ; Me <tr vourfe of people that 
and Dan was become famous, went af.erwaidK toiacnf.ee to 
or rather infamous, for the idol it (64). 


( 6 *) G?'*. Xxvm, n, ft fr(jQ. Fid, it dap. 
avin paf. Set p 6, & fy?. 
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thither 



1 14 Tbe'Hpory of We Jews V> B$I. 

thither to ferve God acceding to the law of fo 

that he faw his fuhjefts, in a little time, as numerous as 
thrfe of his revolted rival q. But that weak prince had 
fcarce continued three years in the true fervice of God, 
**&^fore befell into the vileft idolatries, and even outdid the 
Year of • rented Israelites r . For thefe, God ftirred up a potent 
the flood advenbry againft them, Shifhak king of Egypt , who took 
13^5. mafriy ^ their fenced cities, and drove the wealthieft of 
ftef.Chrilt Judah ini' > the metropolis for fhelter. Here the prophet 
972. Sbemaiah tv ok occafton to upbraid them with their wicked- 
nefs, v hid, 1 , had brought this diftrefs upon them; he 
threatened the raiinf ot the city ; and his fpeech had fo 
good an effect uf-on them, that they humbled themfelves 
before God ;\and&U>y acknowleging the juftice of this 
punifhment, avoided the fe verity of it s . Shifhak con- 
tented himfclf with*lv r mpmg ^he temple and palaces of 
all thfir golden fhields 'and'veflels, and left them to fub- 
ftitute others in their robin, of a bafer metal. This hap- 
• pened in the fifth year of Rehohoam ; after which he 
Beho- reigned twelve y eats' longer peaceably, except a few skir- 
^ boamV milhes with the king of I frail , and died in the 18th year 
I death. 0 f J 11S reign (Z). ;H 

Abij.ihV Jeroboam had reigned eighteen years in Ifrael , when 
rJon. Abijcun , or A ibijab , u$ he is called in the book of Chro- 
Yearof hiiUs^ came to iheciown. He immediately put 460,000 
the flood* men in aims, and encamped with them upon mount Ze- 
1390. mar aim , upon the borders of Ephraim^ where 'Jeroboam 
Bef. Ch$ niet him with an jr my of double that number. The two 
95^* kings being WiC.?n hearing of each other, Abija?n began 
with upbraiding *nis competitor with his bafe extraction, 

'i 2 Chron. xi. 5, & feqq. r 1 Kings xiv. 23, « See 

2 Chron. xii. pafT. 

(Z) He had 18 wives and he had him brought up under 
60 concubines, and by them^lwn, whiUt he difpofed of all 
, 28 fons and 60 daughters ; jy,% his children in other cities of 
of all his wives, he belt loved his kingdom, to be educated 
ilf^^^thedaught^/,orrather under proper tutors, in a man- 
grand-daughter of Abijhalom ner fuitable to their rank (66J. 
(65), by whom he had four His hiflory was written by $he 
fons, the eldeft of whom he prophets Jddo and Sbemaiah 
preferred to all his other fons (67). 
to fucceed him ; for which end 


(65) Comp, 2 Chron, xiii. 2. & I Kings Xv. 
ad fin , (67} Ibid , chap, xii. 15. 


(66) a Chron , *i. 1$, 
and 



¥||, to tfa Babylonifh Captivity. 

. and bafer a< 9 ions ; in that, being a fervant to Solo* 
man , hte had taken the advantage of Rehcbaatn’s weak- 
jiefs, to deprive him of the Jurgeft (hare of his kingtfbm,z 
pnd had endeavoured to fecure it, by debauching thej 
people from the worfhip of God to the moft abomiiyAWs 
idolatries $ he concluded with telling him 5 that h^?ould 
expeCfc nothing but ruin apd dcftruCtion, as a jufl^unifl>- 
ment for his rebellion to his God, and to his pJmccfwho 
came againff him with an army of nun, whion had faith- 
fully adheied to the fervice of both. Jercbjam was too 
hardened a politic an to fufkr himfelf, oi h/ m«n, tp be 
intimidated by fuch rcpioachts ; an^ whil# he fiemedto 
give him the hearing, he had cunning]/ oi/crcd a body of 
men to file round the hill, and tA/fui/rife him iiythe 
rear, whilft he attacked him in fifn t $# and t^iis was fo 
punctually executed, tlnj^ the of 'Judah faw himfelf 
furrounded by the enemy beHre he was aware of if. This 
furprize caufed an univeifal outcry ^ hisarmv, and would, 
in all likelihood, have occafioncd an usiverfal panic, had*, • 
not Piovidence declared on their fidcs\ ( > that they gained Defeats 
a complete victory over the Ijtaeliujh aimy, of which j ero _ 
there fell 500,000 on the (pot. Ab'jah ptufued his viCto-boamV— I 
ry, and ictook fcveial conlfdcrable places fiom them, army, 
particularly that ot Bitbil , and weakened Jeroboam fo 
much* that he never could uvover hisfirength agi n, du- 
ring the fliort tune of Ins reign, which lalted but three 
years in all (A). 

Asa fucceedcd Ah jam in the twentieth year of Jero- AfaV 
bo am. He was a religious piincc, the ten jniilreign, 

yeais of his reign weie blcfleJ with peadb, he feent a great Year of 
part of that tune in purging his kingdom from the hea- th e flood 
tJicnifli .Tboni mations, which hi* picdc\ eii< is had introduced 1 393 - 
in it. So lincere was hk> 7tal 111 that good work, that ^ ir# 
he depofed his own mothei loi patronizing idolatry, and 955 - 
crofting a giove fot the w ^jh ip ot tome idol ; both which 
lie caufed to be defiioycxl, !1 the other monuments^ t te 0 * 

(A) Abijah left 14 wives, (lead ofJerving Gou >vith the 
and 22 loir, and wasluccecded fame finality that David had 
\oy Afa. His hiltory was writ- done (68). About two years 
ten by the prophet l<jdo < 67). after, Jetoloam alfodied, after 
All that is farther recorded of having reigned in Ifrael 22 
him is, that he followed the years, and was fucceeded by 
fmfiil ways of his father, in- his Ion Nadab (69). 

{67J % Cbron . xiii, 21, £? fcjf, ( 63 ) x Kings xv. 3. (69) Ibid, ver. %c, 

I 2 Of 
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of {religion, except the hki •, l4Ce$, which he 
od in vain to diva t the flople (Stem. He 
Vda$le kingdom in a good poiiure of defence, by* fortify- 
ing fever al important places and entertaining an 
^80,000 men, 300,000 of which were of the tribe of 
famous for handling the target and Ipear ; the 
r reft 7 ^jvhich were moft ot Benjamin, are likewife cel$- 
bra£ea\£or their uncommon dexterity in the ufe of the 
fhield an^bow b . ILs riches mcreafing with his might, 
he likewii^* adorned the temple with a quantity of gold 
and filver \ eflels in the room of thofe which the king of 
#earof Eqypt fiad carried away. In the lecond year of his reign, 
the flood Rfadab fucccat lcdtj& oboam in ljrael\ but nothing hap- 
1 391;- pened remarl^blc^juing his two years reign, except his 
Bef. Chr. cloving to thc^fmkof his father, and his being killed at 
953* the fiege ‘ot Gibl ^/,\y^ortrefs belonging to the Pbilijlincs , 
V^/^v-^by Ba#Jha, a man of tjL'ijBS’ of IJJachar , who, having 
N^ab feized upon 'the kingdom, dfcftroyed the whole race of 
flam. , Jeroboam , according Jo the prophet’s word c . 

* At length, Jja ^ aw his kingdom attacked by an army 
*uitton ^ ,00°, 000 Cujhites , bclides chariots, with Zerah the 
jver the Ethiopian 2X their head (H). Afa, who trufted more in 
CtKhites. God, than in his own length, was nothing terrified at 
Year of this numerous hoft, but came again# him with his army ; 
.the flood and, after a fharp battle, which was fought at MeYejhah y 
1107. totally routed the Ethiopians , and returned to Jerufa - 
Bef. Qhr.lem laden with their fpoil. Soon after his arrival at his 
94 1 - metropolis, he faarificed a confiderable portion of the fpoil 
to the fervice and had the pleafure to hear him- 

felf encouraged by a prophet, and to fee multitudes flock 
to him from feveral of the revolted tribes, whom either 
his zeal or fuccefs drew away from Baaj}ja y the new- 
made king of IfracL 

b Comp. 1 Kings xv. 9, Sc feqq. Sc 2 Chron. xiv. i, ad 9. 
c 1 Kings xv. 27, Sc feqq. S$ 


(B) Archbilhop UJher {t>6) 
placet this falteous ^Kfion in 
the firft year of Aja's reign ; 


Sc ieqq. 

A 


firms, that there was peace 
during the firft ten years (68) $ 
and that Afa offered great fa- 


other chronologers about the crifices at Jerufaktn in the#- 
fifteenth (67 ). We -have foU teenth year ot his reign, as 9 
lowed the author of tlie fecond thankfeivifcg for lit late vi&o* 
book of Chronicles, who af- ry (69). 

( 66^ Ann . fob A* M. 3061. ( 6 y) Kid* & Sir If- Nmtu chronoh p, qa. 

Coinutp fie #/, f68) Clop, xiv, 1* £69) Ibid, vtr, tv, * 

' It 





probably* this cat&Jmd defefiion which cfyufed 
w of Ikjfthiftes ISetweetffne two kings, and obliged 


+Mnfcjgf ikiMhiihes Btetweewrhc two kings, and obliged 
f{£ latter to build the forcrefs of Ramah, to flop the am »~ 
|$umcation between the two kingdoms. He w as theft 
leagued with the king of Syria ; and Aja , afraid of 
gaging two fuch powerful enemies, found no bettw/ex- 
pedient, than to bribe Benhadad to break his alliance with, 
him, and to caufe fome powerful diverfion in Jms king- ^ 
dom. Tq this end, he fcnt him all the gold thj* h$ could Makes an 
find, both in his own treafury, and in that of me temple j alltanc * 
which hac} fuch an influence upon the Syriam kipg, that with Ben- 
he took all the fenced cities of tte tribe *>f Naphta^ had^d. • 
and obliged Baaflm to defitt from nis ^ntwprize, to go 
and defend his territories As fooitjrs be was departed 
from Ramah , Afa iflued out a procl/marjbn, and ordered 
his fubj:£fcs, none excepted, to tr/^fport all the* materials 
pf that fortrefs to Geba o r 'Jfert/hnin, and to Mi%peh in 
the tribe of Judah , and td forti^t thofe t\tfo places with 
them (B). He died in the forty-sfWl .year of his reign jiffi* death. 
and was fucceeded by his foil Jehofbafijat. 

c 1 Kings xv. 18, Sc feqq. See before, vol. ii. p. 302. 


(B) About this time the pro- 
phet Manam took the liberty 
to come and reprove A/a for 
his weaknefs, in feeking help 
from Benhadad, when he had 
been fo lately victorious over 
the Ethiopian hoft ; but the 
king, who was by this time 
grown impatient, by reafon of 
a diftempeir in his feet, proba- 
bly the gout, was fo exafpe- 
rated at his boldnefs, that he 
caft him into prifon. He was 
iikewife guilty of fome cruelties** 
towards other perfons, upon 
what pretence, the tex£ dojth 
not fay ; but it is likely, that 
kis dtfeafe had inclined him to 
it* becaufe it is obferved to 
have lefTened his confidence in 
CpD. and tOihave fcnt him to 


the phyfician for help (70). 

The book of Kings barely 
fays, that he was buried with 
his anccftors (71); but that of 
the Chronicles (72) adds, that 
he was ^bbgjrned, and laid < 
upon a flat|iyT>ed, covered with 
fpices, and odoriferous drugs j 
and that they made a great 
burning for him ; from which 
fome have concluded, that the 
cuftom of burning the bodies 
of princes began from Afa , 
and that they depofitfed the 
and allies in their fepul- 
cr «7 We have endeavoured 
to confu^this notion, and to 
reconcile the feeming contra- 
diction of thefe two accounts 
in a former note, to which \\t 
refer the reader (73). 


(70) 2 Cbrcn. xvi. i2, & feqo» (71) 1 Kings xv, 24, (72) 2 Gbn 

Xvi. / ft , ( 73) Kid. /up . voL iii. p* 173, & ( QJ. 


Baasha 



hi The Htflfry of the Jews 

Year of B a ash a all this while continued in the idokfeigs of 
the flood Jcrzboam, and in conftant^war with the king of 
9 *434* 'sy^en Jehu the (on of Hanant , came from the 3 Lori> to 
Bef. tell him, that fmee he had imitated his predeetffor in his 
* he (honk! like wife (hare in his punifhment, and be 

^ with his poflxrity. Baa/ha died foon after, and 
• wasSUcceeded bv his foil Elah , who afcqnded the throne 
'in jheS^wenty-fixth }ear of Afa's reign : he had fcarce 
reigned tv* o years, before he felt the effects of Jehu’s pre- 
felah* k'tt was then at the fiige of Gibbcthon , where Zim- 

cf ri * who commanded over his chariots, flew him* and 

nmrdcrcd K^cd up.mVis kingdom. Zimri 9 s icign lafted but (even 
by Ziiuri. dSyi ; 0>/.7/Vaniti:/r general officer, being chofen king 
I >y* tlx aimy V)<Sj^>und he time enough, in that fhort 
(pfi-*, to d'flmy tlS wh D race of BaaJJja, even to his 
Ir.rl. ;{ Matrons. left Gibbcthon, and came to be- 

jit* ^ l^-ij ir; 77? zu!> ; he could enter that city* 

‘/.nit'* r ii r* o the ujd I palace, and, fetting it on fire, 
b. f*' 1 il in it 'v however, lie reigned long enough 

‘"to !: ui/v rihy of the kingdom, by his pro- 

pen'i:\ u> /. ■ '■ i> ! ! * f, y. 

O.’vv.i 1 ;» ! * u j uitor, Tthni the foil of Gi- 

nath , whom w p :• m the people had defied king; 
but the party of *, bemg much the ffronger, foon 
perfuaded the red to yo ’ \vk ; * them ; fo 77/v;/ was -killed, 
and (Jrnri reigned ur. rival Ld. I his hippenel m the 
thirty- firft ) ear of Aja’ - reign. 

During the firll fix years of his reign, Tirzah being 
then the royal^p^iee oi icfidence, Omri bought the hill 
of S enter on, or Samaria ^ of one Shemer , for two talents 


of fiiver, and built the city of that name upon it, which 
he made afterwards the metropolis of his kingdom* We 
have nothing more recorded of him, except that he reigned 
another i;x ) cars in Samaria, in all the finful ways of his 
prtdcteflbrs ; and was fucceedtd by his fon, who proved 


(fill more kicked than any of^lflkm h . 

Ahah Ahar began his reign thirty-eighth year of Afd’s ; 

his unlawful man iigc Jezebel^ the daughter of Eth~ 
lirael. baa l, kin* of Zidoff proved a confhnt fource of idoJa* 

Yrar of . • r* I .1^1 rr r rr i i . 1 , 


h fl °d tr * c " 5 an< ^ wicked deeds. He fuftered her to introduce the 
* c 0<xl worfhrp of the Zidonian deities, which confifted in hu- 

i 4 3°. * 

Bef. C hr, 

qi# % i King" xvi. x, & feqq. ad iS, h Ibid. vcr. 21, & 


h Ibid. vcr. 21, & 


man 
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*man facrifices, and in the moft abominable ceremo- 
nies 1 (D). ■'*, 

But whilfl: Ahab and his idolatrous queen were propa- JeiJouia- 
gating their impieties in Ifrael , and murdering all king 

whether prophets or others, who dared oppofe them, 
Jehojhaphat , who fucceeded A fa about the latter 
the fourth year of Ahab' s reign, was defiioying idojafry, . ln ° 
and promoting the pure worfhip of God in his ow^King-^r^ 
doiri, with fuch zeal and application, that it diy/w upon 
him, and his people, the grcaidft prosperity and f#: eejs. 
was thirty-five years old when he began lus reify ; mid the 
firit thing that he fiet about, was the pulling Avuik all the His piety ; 
monuments of idolatry, and fudun.liic^tl \jo\ e^, \v!nV t h 
Ins father had not been able to aboi il\f a:/, m the tid'd 
year of his reign, he feat Ion c of » ?e d < llloe-i o* 
his court, with a competent mu id X* uf/prn „r. 1 7w - 
r y*/fSy with copi -s o( th y/t«> nbi.uci li e u. i * 
tinoughout his kingdom. At*tk (f. nr. /«<- 

all the confide able 1 1 ce.td tl e % \n , ai.r , •> * *!»»• 

in them, as well as in r } ,t/'* wi .J.V: •* :). ? 1 , ■ tJ.* :U 
fiom the king’ of I fun-, lb ' •. tl ; . i ■ i. i n-hll 
numerous :umy of am » f hi p- hi " , ; cmd.Jling 

of above r • • : . ; l ■ » i i. i ; -t il » he le ac- 

counts, iic was i , j i, i 'ip "• \ f\r t‘-' • i..d, th. t none of 
his encm* d/cd d i,.- *, *,» • ^ and 

Z'/V/w \\ « , e f.ibut. i»es him ; .ti.u Ik allies were (till 
inciLUiiiiig bis wealth by their puf nts k . 

T^us it faied with that reh urns pi in e, and h-s fub- 
je£b, wluiti war and famine y,.ie thuifccwaid of Ahab*s 

> . . '4 .ft 

impiety in the kingdom of JJn J. j ** 

1 Sec before, vol. ii. p. 332, & feqq. k 2 Cnron. xvii. paffi 

(D) Thefe were at firft in- him from his wicked courfies, 
troduced into his court, for by alluring him, that God 
which a fumptuous temple, arj would fhortly punifh the land 
altar, and grove, had becn^Vjvith a grievous famine; du- 
built to Baal i 1 Samaria ; but, riK^/hich there (hould be nci- 
as his weaknefs lutfeied him thcrilqjv nor rain to refrefh 
to affi ft at thole hellifh ceje- the eartS^until he obtained it 
monies, fo his example foon again by his prayers ; af cr 
fpread the mfedbon through which, lie went and concealed 
his whole kingdom. How- hunfelf during the fpace of 
«vcr, the prophet Elijah was three years (74). 
lent to him very early, to deter 


(74) I King t xvi. 29, ad jin, xvii.r, & fqq. 
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How- 





Jew* . .A 

Elijah V Howevrr, at the e&d of $ three yta?s fa wh0^SWjftC 
meting came and (hewed himfelf xa Ohadiab, governor 

hcufe* as he was going iix fearch of foiue frelb fprjngs of 
Vf^cer, to fave that little pattle they had left, wHilft the 
king himfelf went another way upon the fame errand, 
iiah was a pious man, and had (hewed an uncommon 

I )D of Ifrael, by faving 100 of his pro^ 
cbeVs fujy, and fupporting them with 
icealment during the whole time of the 
n, "therefore, as he (aw Elijah , he fell* 
and gave him a refpe&ful welcome \ but 
t bid him go after the king, and acquaint 
rival/,' he modeftly excufed himfelf from 
rYjlage ; for, added he, there is fcarce a 
rn vtom which Ahab has not exadled an 
^ , u b<\jc to Sa?naria^ where-ever you >ver$ 
found. But, upon . proniifing^ that he woulc| 

fhew Himfelf to the kirg, * Obadiah went and inioimed 
him of Elijah's rctun^'and his promife of a fpeedy rain. 
r mdA\i?by Elijah accordingly appeared, and the fii ft greeting be- 
i tween Sshah and him was fuch, as might be re^fonably 

\ expected between a wicked haughty monarch, and a per- 

/ * fon of that piuphct’s character. After fome mutual in- 
vcilives on both (ides, Elijah defired that all Ifrael might 
be ga h red at mount Cur.ncl, with all the prielts of BfW, 
whom Jezebel maintained ; which being done accordingly, 
he reproved the people for halting between two opinions, 
and dividing their fervice between God and j tyaal. “ You 
, 4C fee, faid he, tijjh I am the only piophet of the Lorei 
4< that is left, STit^hofe of Baal arc 450 ; let them offer 
iC up a bullock to Baal , anil I will oiler another to the 
“ God of Ifrael ; and let the deity, whofe facrifice is 
“ confuined by a miraculous fire, Be henceforth the only 
4C ol j < 9 : of your worfhip.” A;> foon as the people had 
cx[ refled theiraflent to his prcpofal,thepriefts of Baal were 
ordered to begin. They hewejkiheir bullock in piecefj, 
and laid it upon the wood jfsTthe altar, and called upd& 
Bual from morning till gfon ; and, not finding the Jeaft 
f, mptem of anfwer^rliey began, according to their cu r 
ftoin, to cut themfelves with knives till the blood ran 
down upon the ground a. All this while, Elijah plied 
them with the mod biting farcafms, bidding them to cry 
louder; for Baal* no doubt, was a great god, and would 
fctar them, uniefs he were either afleep, or more ad- 


Elija Vs 

sual 

Mfrainfi 

Baai. 


a 1 King, xviii. 28, ad fin. 


vantageoufljr 



ffcvn. hr the U fo g fit 

taken up. Jlrfcigtb, ' when it wa* com* 
tb*>ut the time of oflfcring#h$ eyeniog-facrifice, be roared 
up m ajw of twelve ftonus* according to the lawj* 
and laid the wood and victim upon it ; and, 
a deep trench to be digged round it, he ordered themes* 
pour water upon the altar once and again, till 
was overflowed. He then called upon Qop whii a loud 
voice, begging of him, that he would (hew ynmfijlfc/eCT 
the whole people, to be the only Goo in alWie •world ^ 
upon which, a lire fell down from heavevff which con-* - 
fumed the vi£Um, wood, and altar, and dried up all the 
water in the trenches ; at fight of whiefaf the people fell 
ppon their faces, and cried out\ The /ord is ws only 
0 op. The prophet then, aeftty fffirg himfelf to the 
people, told them, that if they p^n/ieally perfu^ded’of 
it, they ought to feiz,e on thof > falfe prophets, pointing 
to the priefls of BJqL who 4) <id feduced them from his 
worfhip to ferve that filthy fleity, and # take tltem to the 
brook Kijlm , and put every Vne of them to death there. 

The people readily obeyed the ration ; and sikab, 

{her the late miracle made him approve their zeal, or 
whether he thought it dangerous to obftru£t it, fu&red 
them to be hurried away to death. As foon as Sib&h had 
reached his pal ice,* he acquainted his queen with what 
had happened at Carmel, and what fhameful check her 
favourite deity had received there, in the fight of all If- 
raeL One would expedt, that the long- wifhed Tor rain, 
obtained by the pi ophet’s prayer, might h.ue comforted 
her for that misfortune, and have united Iki with an un- 
common refpedl for his perfon ; Iju/it happened quite 
otherwife, and the death of fo many af het prophets 
threw her into fuch a rage, that fhe vowed to fend the 
author of it after them by the next dav, And Elijah 
was forced a fecond turn to fly for his life h 

By that time slhab had reigned eighteen years, Bertha - 
dad king of Syria at the head of thirty-tuta petty 

and a numeious and laid fiege to Samaria \ 

where, notwithstanding his '-jjeat forces, and the arro- 
gance with which he threateneSHjpth king and city, he 
was beat by an handful of men, wflb fallied out upon him AhabV 
at mid-day, with Ahab at their head ; and forced to fLyviSfoty 
with a prodigious lofs. He endeavoured, on the follow- 
$ng year, to retrieve his credit, and was defeated again by r °f it y- 
the Ifraclitcs with a terrible flaughter, and himfelf in 

1 i Kings xViib paff. xix. r, z, 3 . 

n danger 
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danger of being taken prifoner in the city of Aphek ;but* 
yponhis fending from thence a fubmiffive nqefl’age, Ahah 
received him with an amazing generofity into his chariot, 

I iis pavilion, where they made an al- 
* which, he generoufly difmifled him 
ranfom. The particulars of thefe 
:he reader will find in the hiftory of 
Bcnhadad was departed, one of the 
>refented himfelf before Ahab , with 
with blood and dirt; and complained, 
on a Syrian prifoner had been com- 
> with charge not to let him 

f d^ath ; but that, whilft he bufied 
iW or other, the prifoner was fled, 
airier of being punifhed for his neg- 
ievCT^the fafl tq be really as he told 
it, made no fcruple to prol^ttMy^kim guilty of death ; 
but the prdpher, jviping hiarface, and djfcovering himfelf 
to the king, foon let hin/know, that he had palled his 
ftn/I-nce againft himferf ^and that fince he had let fo pow- 
erful an enemy of Ifratl go free, when God had deli- 
vered him into his hand, his life fhojuld pay for that of 
his prifoner. Ahab was {truck with fuch furprize at the 
boldnefs of the ftratagem, that ne went away to Samaria 
full of grief and indignation m (G) : neverthelels, he 
kept his word with the king of Syria, til) his detaining 
Ramoth-Gilead , a city which belonged to If rad, contrary 
to his promife, obliged him to invade his territories about 
thrte years after n .^JP 

Naboth i j N t h e mean time, J \lhab fuffered himfelf to be feduced 
murdered, by J eze fr e l to an inhuman deed, which proved fatal to 
him and his whole family. Naboth , an inhabitant of fez- 
reel, had a vineyard contiguous to the palace, which Ahah 


1 See before, vol. ii. p. 304, & feqq. 
n See Usher’s ann. fub A. M. 3104. 


1 Kings xx. pafl*. 


(G) Jofephus (73) calls this, 
prophet Micaiah , and ad^f 
that the king caufed hin^to 
be put into prifon for his bold- 
nefs ; which is not unlikely, 
becaufe, when Ahah was after- 
wards going againft Ramoth- 
G Head, and had fent for him 


.3104^ 

. ^Tjehojha 

/T-J 


. haphat' s requeft, Ahab 
expreffed a particular averfion 
againft him, becaufe he was 
ever prophefying evil concern- 
ing him ; and, when he had 
foretold him his overthrow at 
Ramoth , he condemned him to 
the fame puniihment (74). 


(73) Ant. 1. viii. c, 8. ( 74J 2 Kings xxii. pojf. 


offered 



ft we Kjoprruuy, 

offered to buy, or exchange ‘jfer another^iece of ground, 
intending to make an herb-garden of it for his houfe $ 
but, as it was reckoned fdfcndalous to fell an inheritance, 
Nahth Was uncourteous enough to refufe the 
zebel was acquainted with it ; and, at once to procure tp* 
vineyard, and to punifli Naboth for his refufal, fhc Tent 
a letter to the elders of Jezrecl , foaled with tjie king^s, 
fignet, commanding tlieiri to proclaim a faff, Jnd to < Wre 
fome loofe fellows to fwcar ticafon and blaOfiemf againft 
him, and then to ft one him to death for it Vi he Jezreel^ 
ites , not daring to difobey her orders, fen/ her word foon 
after of Naboth's death, :;rd file acqu?/ite<> s- hajb with 
it; but, whilft he was taking Wfllftmi of the g/ound, 
the prophet Elijah came to himlvxn JGod, foretold the 
deftrudiion that this murder 7, :>ul/ bring upc#i him*, 
upon Jezebel^ and upon all w/ Me noufe ; .that the dogs 
fhould lick his blood " , h'; r , r . ’ftcy licked that of Naboth $ 
that Jezebel fhould be dc^ouf^l by dogs. % and afl his pofte- 
rity utterly cut off'. This <lr<?a?ful fentencc, from fo con- 
fiderable a propnet, fj alai n e^tlfe king, that he^nt 
his cloaths, leturncd ' home filled with the deepeft grief, 
and, by a timely repentance, obtained a gracious refpite ; 
fo that the calamities, that were to fall upon his houf£, 
did not happen. till after hfs death 0 (H), 

Att 

6 i Kings xxi. pafT. 

(H) It is probably about death of their fathers, and the 
this time that he is fuppofed to othe&from the time of ttycif 
have made his fon Ahaziah co- beinglh ^Wed to a partnerChip 
partner of his crown, or per- with !hcm. The reader may 
haps only his viceroy, whilft fee an inftance of it proved in 
he lfumbled himfelf in fack- 1 .archbifhop Ufoers annals (75), 
cloth and afhes, to avoid the both in Ahab above-mentioned, 
impending judgment of God and in his cotemporary Jeho - 
(74) ; though this change was Jhaphat * who raifed alio his 
but fhort-lived, and h'i^oon fon Jehoram to be his viceroy, 
returned to his former i fox or partner. 1 1 may be further 
pieties. At leaft this is the ^blervcd, that this method be- 
only expedient by which cliro- cai!b^ very expedient, if not 
xaologifts can reconcile the ana- abfolutcly neceflary, in danger* 
chronifms, which one meets ous wars, in which the kings 
with between the books of ufed to lead their own armies. 
Kings and Chronicles ; the one and often loft their lives, to 
beginning their reign from the appoint their fucceftors, and to 

( 74J 1 Kings xxi. 17, & Eft* (75) Sttb A* M. 3 io r > 


leave 



Hijfap bf tk* Jetfs fi.|. 

All this while Jthojhfipbat had enjpyed a profound 
toiaw* and (pent Ms time partly in ^lengthening his klng- 
«bll4 promoting his naval tilde, and pattly in making 
aAMf^proper regulations for the utter abolishing of ijo- 
ajgry, and promoting the worflrip of God. He is blamed 
orayhjr two thing?, his not totally demolilhing the high- 
olaces, \nd his making alliances and affinity with Ahab (I). 
fit, was irrtanfequcnce of this laft, that he came down to 
jSamarb tchmay a vifit to him, having left the care of 
• his kingdemVo his fon Jeboram. By this time, A bob 
had refolved Jtaon retaking of Ramoth- Gilead from the 
Syrians : he to«c therefore that opportunity ot a iking his 
royal (gueft to a mil hin^ in the enterprise ; to which he 
readily confentedAbuVhfned firft of all, that God might 
be coijfulted 'conoknmk the fuccefs of that expedition. 


AhabV Ahab immediately \atm^ed 400 of f his prophets to the 
Wjfadition gate of Samaria , where tWJtojuof Judah and he fat, 
*Xl** n £. each on a ftately r thione ; Ad, upon his afking the que- 
Wmwth* #j on) they one and all prpoiifed him, that he would come 
ofl&:i&orious ; but the^ did it with fuch Teeming eager- 
nefe and aflurance, as rendered them fufpe&ed to Jeho - 
Jhaphat , who therefore begged, that if there were any 
other prophet of the Lord, he might be fent*for and 
confulted. There was indeed Such an one as he defired^ 
Micaiah the fon of Imlah ; but his known veracity hact 
made him too odious to the king ; however, he was 
obliged, in complaifance to Jebojhapbat , to fend for him ; 
*rld he, being before acquainted with the flattering pror: 
jnjfes of the falfe pr/^hets, did likewife anfwer, in a 
jocofe tone, that toe'yxpedition could not fail of fuccefs ; 
hot the king, obferving that he did not fpeak ferioufly, 
adjured him to tell him the truth in the name of G&D : 

1 upon which, Micaiah told him, that he would certainly 
|bfe the day, with his life ; that his army would be de- 
feated, ana that God had fuftered his prophets to be pof* 
felled with a lying fpirit, that height go and meet hi* 

leave them vicegerents of thfy^Jtbaliab the daughter of Ahab% 
kingdom daring their abfe^t ; a moft wicked princefs, who 


upon which account this whol- proved the author of great 
fame cuftam pt^vailed alfo mifehiefs in Judah (76) ; and 
among many other eaftern na- by whom he had a fon named 
tions. dbaxiab, who afterwards flic* 

(I) This affinity was in fuf- ceeded his father, as we (hall/ 
fering his fon Jehoram to marry fee in its proper place* 


(76) s Charts xxi. 6, fit J e tt' xxJi* /> 


death 
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de^th where he expelled a victory. The king, howtSye^ 

Was fo far from being deterged by this fpeech, that he ran 
l^efolutely upon his own ruin 5 and J*hpJhophat % n 

eafily perfuaded to accompany hun> narrowly efeapStf* 

(haring in the fame fate : we have (ben die ill fuceefe ot 
this expedition in a former chapter p . Ahah % wounded by His 
a random (hot, died in the evening ; and, as &<m s^p&j&cefi 
death was known, his generals caufed a retreay*6 b<* (oyndhJl™dde#tl* 
ed through his army, and both fides witndr^w beiotfif ' °f 

ra$ brought t/ Samaria , and 


night- 

buried 


The king's corpfe was 0 , 

in the royal fcpulcre ; and his *olo%iy armour,- I( W* # 
chariot and harnefs, were brought to a foo\ in that f place 
to be wafted, wheie the dogs ccpiVig to lick his blood, 




verified Elijah’s prophecy againft* Vim.,. 

Jehoshaphat, on the othen'har/, having tHus hap- 
pily efcaped, retui nsd to ^fer'jalem \ and, *in the way^ 
was met by the prophci jew** who reproved him in trte 
fevereft terms, for entering is**o a con&deracy with* the 
impious king of Ifrael \ and thinking, become fenfihl*t°f 
his error by his late danger, enileavoured to retrieve 'It 
by a more affiduous application to every thing that re- 
lated either to religion, or the good of his kingdom. T$ 
do this the more tffcfiuaiy, he took a progrefs through k 
great part of it, diligently examined how the priefts mr 
unified the people, the judges and magiftratesadminiftrea 
juftice ; and every-where exhorted them to their duty, witjl 
a zeal worthy fo good a prince *. *. 

In the mean time Ahaziah^ who had fucceeded his 4 *£ Yea V 0 
ther Ahab both in his kingdom anq!‘ ' 2 *btry, happened tgM* floods 
fall through a grate of his dining-roJm, about the fecoimK 
year of his reign, and was fo hurt by the fall, that 
was defpaircd of. In this extremity, he fent mefleitger* S 896* 
confult Beelzebub , the deity of Ekron y about his* 
very ; but thefe were met by Elijah , who fent them 
with this mournful melTage, that, fmee he had fenrj* 
the god of Ekron , as if there had been none in ijri 
worth confuting, he (h& ^ never ftir more from htl 
besd, till he was carried to his At their return, that* 

acquainted the king, who was furjhrifed at theTuddjmij^- 
of it, that they had met a prophet, who fent, them bahfe 
with a fentence of death from the Lord ; and, upolt 
their describing him, that he was an hairy man, girt with 
a leathern girdle, he knew him to be Elijah , and died on 
after, according to his pfophecy *. During his fcbre 
P See before, vol. ii. p. 306, & feqq. ^ 1 Kings ult. pair. 
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reign, the Moabites, who had % been tributaries to 1 Jr a el 
xsvatf fince Jeroboam's defection, rebelled againft him ; 
ivhy lbre. when his brother Jehoram Came to the crown, 
Jplent to beg Jebojbapbat's afiiftance, who made no 
nfewple, upon fuch an occafion, to go in perfon, and help 
to reduce them. It was well for Jehoram , that he had 
^ii^’good V prince with him ; for, when the army was ready 
to pertfh Vith thirft, Elijfba , at his requeft, obtained a 
^miraculous lypply of water, which 1 at once refrcfhed 
the confederate army, and, by the rednefs it caft at fun- 
rifing towgrd^kthe Midianitijh hoft, fo terrified them, 
that Ifrael gaii^jd a complete vidory over them, as we 
have feen elfewh^ie V\ [ 

Jadah in - 9 At J en gth, tov^ua^ fthe latter end of his reign, Jebo- 
madedi Jhaphai faw his kiVgdo^i invaded by the Ammonites and 
Moabites , with a mixed multit u d e off t her nations, and with 
fuch fpeed, that they were|Zir6ady got as far as Hazazon - 
Tamar , or Engedi , that ^ within 36 miles of his capi- 
jta^befoie he knew any/ thing of it. In this furprize he 
had recourfe to Goo, frocl umcd a flridl and general faff, 
and went at the head of the people, who weie affemblcd 
Jerufalem upon that occafion, to the temple \ where, 
having implored the divine ail^Lmce, in an humble and 
pathetic prayer, he was anfweud by the prophet Jabaziel 7 
that God would fpcedily deliver him from thofe invaders 
in fuch an extraordinary manner, that he fhould have no*? 
Jehoflia- thing to do but feize upon their fpoil. Accordingly, on 
phot's the next morning, t hiking went out againtt them with a 
0 tirAeu/ous(nrdll army, whofflNrf ftiil encouraged, as they went on, 
faceji* to rely wholly upon "God ; but they foon beheld that 
which did it more effe&ually, their enemies feized wi:h a 
kind of panic phrenfy, flaughtering one another 'with 
greater fury than themfelves could have done; till they 
were all cut off. The plunder they found among the 
flain, being more than they could^well carry, they only 
picked out the richeft, which they were three days in ga- 
thering and, on the foiprtfi, they halted at a conve- 
nient valley, to return to heaven foi their vi&ory, 

and from that day the^place was called the valley of Bera - 
kah , or blejjing x . The army, in their return to Jerufa- 
lem , marched at the found of mulical inftruments, accom- 

* See before, vol. ii. p. 135, & feqq. tt See before, ibid, 
p. 136, & feqq. Sc 17 7, & feqq. * De hac vid. vol ii. 
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panted with canticles fang by I^evttes^ after which Jeha« 
foapbat ended his days in p^ace* (L). 

Jehoram, who, as we obferved before, had^fee^g^a Yeartf : 
fliarein the government of Judah towards the latter ei^ t the Hooa^ 
of his father’s reign, no fooner faw himfelf alone upjn 145*9^ 
the throne, than he began to undo all that his pious father Bef. Chn 
had done, and to bring upon himfelf and his houfea l J the ci^rjfes '' 889. 
that had been pronounced againft that of his f?/^ner^n-law. ( J^V , V ( l 
Judah and Ifrael kem now but one kingdom* and oneT.*?™ 1 ?*^ 
fcene of all manner of idolatry and wicked jiefs : they were llra * * m f 
both governed by kings of the fame name i J/horam k\ng^ r y m 
of Judah is influenced by his wife Athafiah , the ittjpious 1 0 
daughter of Ahab ; and JehoranA King of Ifrael , by his 
mother Jezebel : this walks in al" the abominations of hh 
father, and that introduces them int< / his own kifigdom, 
after they had been abolifhed by his two predeceflors 3 both 
bringing down the heavi.u judgments from heaven ; the 
one, by forfaking the ways ot his pious father ; and the 
other, by continuing in thofe of vis Impious one # 

1 2 Chron. xx. 1, & feqq. ad 30. 


(L) Some time before his 
death, Ahaziah , who was then 
king of Ifrael \ and as impioi/s 
as his father Abab 9 obtained his 
confent to fend fome fhips of his 
own to larfhifb along with his . 
fleet; for which JehoJbapbat 
was' feverely rebuked by the 
prophet Eticzer, who foretold 
him, at the fame time, the lofs 
of that fleet, which happened 
accordingly ; for which reafon 
he would never let any of the 
fhips of Iftael mix with his 
own (77). He died in the 
60th year of his age, after he 
had reigned 25 years, and was\ 
fucceeded by his fon Jehoram. 
His hiftory is faid to have been 
written by the prophet Jehu 
(78), which book feems to have 
been loft, with many others, at 
the captivity. 

(M) What was ftill more 


furpriling, whilft the king of 
Ifrael endeavoured fo far to 
reform from him, as to deftroy 
the Phoenician idols whichAhah 
had reared up, and contented 
himfelf with the idolatrous 
worftiip of the two golden 
calver* (70), that of Judah 
was ad jp ling thofe very deities 
in his Kingdom, and even in 
Jerufalem (80). Thus whilft 
the former iorfook the God of 
Ifrael^ and the other did but 
imperfedly return to him, both 
were involved in the fame 
guilt, and in the fame punifti- 
ment ; with this difference, 
"^Iffever, that chat of Ifrael is 
inurSl^ cut off, with his whole 
pofterity ; whereas, in that of 
Judah , an infant is miracu- 
loufiy preferved, to make good 
God’s promife to the houfe of 
David, 


(77) 2 Chron , xx. 36, 37. comp, with T A 7 tf£iXxU. 48, 49. (78) z Chron, 
^hjfup, ver, 31, & 34. ^79 ) % Kingi iil. I, & feqq. (So) M>id, 

viii, 17, feqq, & 2 Chnn, xxi. 11. 

Jehosha- 



imk^r had if /iu.o^W8iff«e, ajldg# 

hf^M his Tons into feveral citnes of Judah, under proper 
ii£^„r«Uh income. M..Me to their nutklbot be 
iS^Scecold in his grave, before his impious fon %«»*• 
the beginning of his leign with an umverfal maflacre 
^them and of all the nobles of his kingdom, who either 
-£% ordiflike hi. cruelty k. After thru bem 8 
w^UvMn^nced by his queen, he gave htmfeif up to ido- 
"latrv ^ancj^fehlifhed the worfhip of Baal , . both in his 
kSom and\metropolis 4 in imitation of his father-m- 
W S For JtheV he was feverely reproved, by a letter fent 
u* fLi\ little before his affumption? } wherein 
£ nmnbet likew4 Retold him, among many other 
«vils,^the almoft total ’jxtirpation of h.s pollenty, and his 
^ ’/t fK l„ an ; durable difeafe in his bowels *. 

'xM 2 wetavf feen Sphere * ingoing, they £ 

US9- rjfied Jfaac’s prophecy, that Efau s pofterity fhould in tune 
Betehr. jSe the yoke of Jacobi At the fame time, lib- 
f»9* belnging to the priefts, in the tribe of WS«d 

the frontiers of Idumea, revolted from 7 eh "*f 
Kwy to Edom, though the text fays not to whom ^ } 

P ► ,kp(> we re only the preludes of the judgments that 
vvere to fall upon him. His kingdom was prefently after 
t j hv .u Pfftthlines and Arabians, and thefe pene- 

Zt7lntjn$U m , and carried off all the riches of 

that metropolis, together with Jehoram s wives, andallh.s 
rr only Jehoahax, who was the youngeff, and 

2 ’ him after his death. Jehoram was foon after 

{33^2^ >" his ^ rt b, h y im 

flux, which lafted two years, and weakened hurt 
to ftc^h a degree, that his bowels came out, and he died 
with extremity of pain (NJ*. Wills* 

Wfc faw. * See before, vol. n. p- I77» & "OT* ® en *' 

3J[i .^>.4*. iChron.vi.S7* d Kings 

viiu a Chron. xxi. 10® 

eafe, and without? the ufoal ce- 
remony of burning fpices, 
other odoriferous drugs# about 
Jlis body, or anyother royal 
pomp. 


fjj) He was buried in a fe- 
} 31 u« nmbablv bv 


paiesv uj r’ , * s 

mSw of the corruption and 
which attended his dif- 
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Whilst Judah was in this difmal plight/ Elijha was 
Working wonqers for Ifrael. We have Teen elfewhere wh$t 
a miraculous cure he wrought upon Nauruan, a famous 
nerql of the king of Syria , and how he difcovered ail tite^ 
fecret defigns of that prince to the king of Ifrael f , and 
by that means prevented the Syrians , for fome, time* from 
fucceeding in their attempts againft him. But at length* 

Be nh a dad came up, not by ambuihes and ftratagems; as for- Samaria 
merly, but with a numerous hoft ; and beficgeu Samaria bej&gedo 
fo clofe, that it began to labour under a very pinching 
famine ; infomuch that an ak’s head was fold for fourfcore 
pieces of filver, and a frnali mcafure of pulfc (O) for five. 

How long this fiege had lafted, is n j>t eafy to guefs 5 but 
what might increafe this grievous famine, was, that it 
had begun fome years before in the landy; infomuch 4 hat 
Eli/ha, who timely fore&w it, fent Ids kind hoftefs the 
Shunammite , of whom werlhal 1 - have occafion to fpe?Jc here- 
after, out of the kingdom, to feck for food wiiere fhe could 

f See before, vol. ii. p. 307. 

pomp. He reigned eight years their various conje&ures (83) ; 

(81) , four with his father Je- we have therefore followed the 
hojhafhat, and the other four (earned Bochart\ verfion (84), 
by himfelf : his difeafe having who proves, that the word, a? 
made him incapable of govern* mong other things, fignifies ft 
ing his kingdom, obliged him kindofpeas, common in all thofe 
to make his fon Jehoahaz , countries, and which the Jews 
otherwife Called Abaziab, vice- in particojar ufed to parch over 
roy, who fucceeded him about the fire fo'- food (85), in the 
a year after, and in the 1 2rh* fame manner as they did their 
of Jehoram king of Ifrael com. 

(82) . • As to what we read further, 

(O) As moil tranflations that ap afs’s head was fold for 

have rendered the word upwards of nine pounds of our 
CMlH'n chirjanim by dove's- money, though ft was an un* 
dung^ they have given com- clean creature, and forbidden 
mentators a vaft deal of trou- by the law of Mof$s ; we muft 
ble to find out fuch an ufe for attrh^ute the eating of it #£ 
it, as might anfwer this excel- that tm*s, to their extreme 
five price, that a mcafure, want of provifion, which, in 
which held but fix eggs, fhould all fuch cafes ? may be allowed 
fell for above eleven (hillings, to difpenfe with law. 

It were endlefs to mention all 

(81) 2 Chron , xxi. 18, & fetf, (82) Vid, UJftr. a fin. fub A. M, 3 iff* 

“ }} l \* ( 83 ) Vfd. l{b . 1 a Seen,. & eff&j <m a nezv verf* 

^ 2, . (fy) Jttiew*, torn, ii. /. hr* 7. C 7. Vi 4 ^ 

* oam, xvii. 28, Ititron, in /or* 

Voj,. IV. K get 
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get it, whilft himfelf tarried in the college of the prophets, 
and now-and-then afforded them a miraculous fupply of 
food till the Syrian army forced him into the city. By 
A great _ time the extremity to which Samaria was reduced* 
^w/wS^feemed either to have obliterated all the former fervices of 
that prophet to the king ; or, more probably, to have ren- 
dered him fufpeited of being iince gained over to the £y- 
rian^ intereft, fince he fuffered the city to labour under 
thefe difficulties, without interpofmg his miraculous pow- 
er/ as he had done upon other occafions. His fufpicion at 
length broke out with unufual fury, upon the following 
dreadful occaiion : The king w«-s taking a melancholy turn 
found the walls of thL* city, when a woman came to him, 
and briged for juflict againfl another woman, whom {he 
hacf admitted toy.* at a {hare of her boiled child, upon con- 
dition that, when they had made an end of him, her own 
fhould«be likewife c! relied to fup|dv their common want, 
and who had 'now hid h/,r own child, and refufed to let 
^her partake of it., S/;ch a fhocking ftory, accompanied 
with all tJie tokens of defpair, could not but fill the di- 
ftreffed monarch with the utmoft horror : he rent his 
cloaths, and difclofed hi* flefh covered with fa kcloth ; 
and, not knowing how vent his grief otherwife, he 
fwore, that Elifim's head fheuld pay for the diftrefs of the 
people; and fent immediately an officer to take it off. 
EUJha was aware of it, and was complaining of the king’s 
cruelty to the elders of Jfracl y who were at his houfe, 
juft as the meflenger of death was entering it. However, 
the prophet fownd means to get him hopped at the door, 
till the king himfelf appeared and then, after he had rc- 
prefented to him the unreafonablenefs of punifhing an 
innocent perfon, for a calamity which was fent from 
above h , he defired him to have but patience till next day, 
by which time there would be fuch a fupply of provifion 
in Samaria , that a bufhcl of fine flour fhould be fold for 
a ihekel of filver, and the reft in proportion. 

The thing happened according to his predi&ion. On 
that very night fom^fpers, who lodged on the outfideof 
the gate, and wete ready to die with hunger, refolved, 
whatever befel them, to go into the Syrian camp, in 
hopes to find either fome lucky fupply of food, or, at the 
worft, a fpeedier death than that of ftarving. They were 
forprifed to find their tents full of provifions and baggage* 

t Comp. 2 Kings \y t 38, & fec^, with viii, i, a, & fiqq. 

but 
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but empty of foldiers. As foon, therefore, as they had 
fatisfied their hunger with what they found at hand, they 
ventured further into the camp, and found it ftili the 
fame ; and prefently after communicated the news tO th^ 
famifhed Samaritans. The king, as foon as he was ac- 
quainted with the ftory, fufpedted it to be a ftratagem 
of the Syrians , contrived to intice him out of the city 
but, upon his fending a party to examine further into th£ 
matter, he found, that they were really fled with* the 
utmoft precipitation, and had left their tents, hoifcs, and 
richeft baggage, behind them , for, on the foregoing night, 
the LoRD caufed them to hear an cxtraordmaiy*noifc of 
chariots, horfes, and armour, which made them conclude, 
that ‘J eh or am had hired the kings *cf Egypt, and other The Jiege 
neighbouring nations, againft them b This fpread/uch raijed. 
an univerfal panic through the whole camp, tin* they did 
not fo much as flay to mount then horfes, but fled in the^f great 
utmoft confufion on foot ; leaving, befides# an imnicnfe/»/r»/ji, in 
variety of rich plunder, fuch a quantity of provifions be- Samaria, 
kind them, thflt a meat Lire of fine flour was fold foi afhJ- 
kel, and the reft in proportion, at the gate of Samaria^ 
according to the word of hlijha. At the fame time, a 
nobleman, who had ventured to declare againft the poffi- 
bility of fuch an unexpected plenty, and had been anfwer- 
ed by the prophet, that he fnould fee it without tafting 
of it, being appointed by the king to Hand at the city-gate, 
to prevent any diforders, was, notwithftanding his care.* 
trod to death by the piefs; which verified E/iJba’s pro- 
phecy k . • * 

Soon after this unexpected deliver .nee, the prophet, 
whether out of difeontent, or by divine impulfe, took the 
Way to Damafcus , where the king lay fide, being quite 
exhaufted through old-age, fatigues, and difappointtnenrs. 

What the defign and refult of the vifit was, the reader 
may fee in the hiftory of Syria k In the mean time the 
king of Ifrael entertained himfelf, during his abfenre, 
with the recital of his wonderful actions, from the mouth 
ef his fervant Gehazi (O) $ wL% among other things, 

\ wa» 

1 See before, vol. H. p. 309. k* 2 Kings vii. paf!*. 1 Ibid, 
viii. 1, & feqq. & ub. fup. p. 310. 

(O) This fervant, we read/ had, for his covctoufr.efs, in- 
two 0 r three chapters before, heri ted lcprcly (87), 


(87} z Kit.^% v, i'cr. ult. 

K s 


Which 
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was giving him an account of his raifing the child of his 
Sbunammitijb hoftefs to life, and of his fending her and her 
family to feek their bread out of the kingdom, during the 
*feveiT years of famine. He had fcarce made an end of 
the ftory, when the woman herfelf came, in a lucky hour, 
to petition the king for her land, which had been confif- 
cated during her abfence ; and gave Gehazi , who prefently 
tailed her to mind, an opportunity of being both evidence 
and advocate for her. So many favourable circumftances 
coiild not but render her fuit fuccefsful $ but the king 
even granted her more than fhealked ; and o r dered, that 
fheihould have not only her land, but likewife the feven 
y^Jars income of it refunded to her 1 . 

Jeho- , By this time HaJhd having murdered Benhadad , and 
ram’/ fe- invrded his throve, according to the word of Elijha , Je - 
cotid expe-horam^ who was then at peace yith the king of "Judah , 
dttion thought it a favourable jun£ture*to try his fortune againft 
gainji Ra- Ra?noth-Gilea /, which his father had attempted in vain, 
moth. He fent at the fame time to Ahaziah , who had fucceeded 
Year f of 4 %' s father in Judah , and invited him to accompany hint 
the flood j n t j lat entcr p r i ze . Ahaziah , who was then but twenty* 
j f rt two y ca!S a 6 e (Q-)> being the youngeft of all bis 
1 L r ' brethren, who had been carried away captive in his father’s 
■ .days, was wholly conducted’ by his mother Athaliah y and 

'^^ s * / by fuch counfellors as fhe pleafed to appoint. And, 

* he followed all the impious ways of his father, he made 

no difficulty to enter into a confederacy with the king of 


1 2 Kings viii. 5,&^eq. See Usser. ann. fub A. M. 3120. 


(< 

which was, according to Eli - 
fea's word, to cleave to him 
as long as he lived and fuch 
perfons were obliged to live 
apart from the reft. It is, 
therefore, fomewhat furprifing, 
that the king of Ifrael would 
converfe with a man, whom 
the meaneft perfon in tljplfing- 
dom would have carefully 
avoided. All that can be faid 
to it, is, either that he was 
made to Hand at a convenient 
diftance, and with his mouth 
covered 5 or that the king s 


curiofity made him overlook 
fuch nice circumftancjs at that 
particular juncture. 

( QJ The book of the Chro- 
nicles makes him begin his 
reign in the 43d year of his 
age ; but that is allowed to be 
an error (90), unlefs we will * 
underftand thofe 42 years not 
of his age, but of the time 
which had elapfed from Omri ' s 
coming to the crown, to the 
reign of Ahaziah , as Tremet- 
Hus does, which amount juft 
to that number (91). 


(9--) See before, W. iii. p* 140,®/^. (9 1) VbL TrcmtL in 2 Cbron. xxtf. a, , 
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Ifrael This expedition feemed at firll more fuccefsfufr 
than the former ; but, in the event, it proved the fatal 
fource of endlefs misfortunes to Ifrael , by giving Hazael 
an occafion of exercifingall thofe cruelties which na 3 beeh 
foretold by Elijha . Neither did it prove lefs fatal to Jeho - 
ram ; the city was indeed taken, but himfelf was fo defpe- 
rately wounded in the attack, that he was forced to return#* i s 
to Jezreel to be cured, leaving Jehu at the head of a num- wounded 
ber of forces, to fecure the place, whilft the kin^ ot Ju- tfftre. . 
dah probably returned to Jerufalem . In the mean jftme 
Elijha fent one of the young prophets to Ramotb> where 
he ordered him to anoint Jehu king of Ifrael privately > Jehu • 
and to tell him, that he was appointed by God to execute anointed. 
his vengeance again ft the whole race of Ahab , even to 
the impious Jezebel , whofe carcafe Iho lid fhortly bt de- 
voured by dogs, whilft*all the reft of his were con- 

demned to perifh by l\is fword. The prophet* had no 
fooner executed his commiffion, .and pourttl the oil upon 
his head, than he fled out of the tent # with all fpeed, Jtp 
, avoid being examined about it. When Jehu came out, 
the officers that were with him a/ked him what bufinefs 
that mad fellow had been tranfaefting with him (R) ; and, 
as foon as he had acquaintcd # them with the fecret, they 
all paid their homage to him, and proclaimed him king 
of Ifrael by found of the trumpet. JBut Jehu did nqt 
think it proper to have the confpiracy known, till he had 
reached JezreeJ and furprifed the wounded king there, 
before he could be in a condition to oppofc him ; and 
therefore rode with all fpeed, at the head of his men,* 
to .JezreeJ which he reached foon after. When he came 
within fight of the place, the watch acquainted the court 
with tbfc news ; and the frightened king fent two mef- 

(R) The Jews rightly ob • add to the uncommonnefs of 
ferve, that there was fomething their figure and behaviour, was 
in the looks and geflures of the oddnefs of their drefs, their 
thefe prophets, which made living by themfeives, and fel- 
them pafs for madmen among doni*i,ppearing in places ofpub- 
thofe who did not know them } lie reform but upon fome extra* 
which is agreeable enough to ordinary errand ; which often 
what we read of Saul > who proved of a dangerous natm c, 
lay' uncovered a whole day, and put them under fome dread 
whilft the fpirit was upon him whilft they went about it 
(9a). But what jnight flill (93). 

(92) I Sam. xix. ult. <vid. L *vol. iv. p. 46. (93) VI d. Munjl . in ^ Reg* 

ix. fob not, a. 

K 3 fengers 
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ftengers fucceffively, to inquire whether they c^me peace- 
ably, or not. But Jehu having made them both turn ber* 
hind Jiis chariot, and the centinel having acquainted the 
king with it, he fent word of it to the king of Judah* 
who was corne to vifit him ; and thefe two went with their 
guard again# Jehtt^ who by that time was known by the 
centinel, from the furioufnefs of his driving. The place 
whe^re they met was the vineyard for which Naboth had 
loft his life ; and here Jehoram afked him, whether he 
came peaceably : but Jehu foon gave him proof of the 
corltrary^ upbraiding him with his and his mother 
Jezebel's murders and idolatries, and by putting himfelf 
in an hoflile pofture igainft him. The frighted monarch 
cried out in vain to jfhaziuh, that they were betrayed : 
befoTe he could turn his chariot about to avoid his enemy, 
The Ungs Jehu pier?ed his heart with an arrow, and ordered one of 
pf Judah his captains to call his body in* Naboth's field, there to 
and Ihaeljje devouicd, ‘accoiding to the word of Elijah . At the 
killed by ^i Tie time the king of Judah ^ frighted at this bloody tra- 
v* gedy, endeavoured to avoid filar ing his brother’s fate, by 
k A flying through the private road that led to the garden- 
e ooa jj ol| f c . k u( - Jehu ordered a party after him, which over- 
Bef^Chr t00 ^ ^im at the afeent of G'.ir, and g ive him fo many de- 
?>$± Operate wounds, that he died of them by that time he had 
reac hed *he city of Megiddo ; and was carried to Jerufa- 
le?n y and buried with his anceftors, having reigned one year, 
and leaving only one fon, a child, who afterwards fucceeded 
him, when he was^et but feven years of age* 

Whilst Jehu's men went in purfuit of Ahaziah y Jehu 
himfelf marched dfre&ly towards the royal palace of Jez~ 
reel , where Jezebel , the queen-mother, who was by that 
time informed of her fon’s fate, was waiting to give him 
fuch an haughty welcome, as did not well fuit with her 
prefent circumftances : but fhe hoped, perhaps, that he 


would fhew fome regard, if not to her quality, at leaftto 
her fex ; perhaps alfo fhe thought, that fhe had ftill charms 
enough, in fpite of her years, to captivate the new mo- 
narch, efpecially aftqt*&e had improved them by art, and 
with the richeft orriaments. She was looking out of a 
window when Jehu entered the palace \ and, in an haughty 
tone, afked him, whether he expefied a milder recompence 
of his rebellion, than his predeceffor Zimri had formerly 
met with.* Jehu ftaid not to give her an anfwer $ but, 
obferving fome eunuchs ftanding on each fide, he com-? 
manded them to throw her out of window $ whigb they 
ejidj and, in the fall, fome of her blood was dafhed again#: 
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the wall, apd her body foon after trampled to death, by Jezebel \ 
the horftWiat were in his retinue (H). killed. 

The prophet's fentence did not flop at thefe three im- 
pious perfops : the whole race of Ahab was included jn it]; 
and he had left feventy fons, who were all brought up 
under governors in Samaria . Jehu, therefore, did not 
think fit to enter into that capital, till he had tried whe- 
ther the chief magift rates of it had courage enough to un- 
dertake any thing for the pofterity of their late king.. To 
this end he fent letters to them, fecmingly to exhort them 
to make choice of one of the braveft of Ahab's fons, and 
to fet him upon the throne. But they, who rightly guelled 
at the meaning of fuch a meffage, chofe rather to facjri- 
fice that unhappy race to Jehu's fuccpfsful valour, than to 
run the rifque of turning it againft themfelves ; which as 
fbon as he knew, he fent them an order to put alP the 
young princes to death, and to bring their head$ # in bafkets 
to him by the next day ; which was pun&ualiy complied 
with. The bloody prefent of fwventy heaeft was fent to Seventy 
Jexreel on that very night ; and Jchiu ordered them lofoty of 
be laid on heaps at the gate of Samaria ; and, on the next Ahab 
morning, the elders of that city came, and prefented killed. 
themfelves before him there. As foon as he faw them, 
he fpake to them to this effeil : “ You do, in all proba- 
“ bility, look upon me as the foie author of all this blood- 
<c filed, as the murderer of your late king, and the ufurper 
“ of his throne ; but, if I confpired againft Jehoram , did 
cc not you murder all thefe young princes, in whofe de- 
u fence you might have flood, if y^u had thought fit? 

<c Know ye, therefore, that neither you nor I have done* 

‘‘.more than executed the fentence which had been pro- 
tc nounced againft Ahab' s pofterity. But I have not 
“ finiffied my tafic, as long as there remain any of his 
kinfmen, counfellors, prieits, or any of the abettors of his 


m 2 Kings ix. pafT. 


(R) The text adds, that, as 
foon as he and his company had 
yefrelhed themfelves in the pa- 
lace, he gave orders to fome 
of JezebeP s fervants to go and 
bury her corpfe, feeing Ihe was 
of the royal blood ; but, when 
wprd was brought to him, that 


the dogs had devoured it all, 
excispt her fkull, the palms of 
her hanfis, and the lolesof her 
feet, he made ufe of that cir- 
cumftai\ce to convince his at- 
tendants of the truth of EH* 
jah's prophecy (88). 


(88) % Kinp ix. 34., 


crimes.’* 
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u crimes/’ This was his next work $ .and M, did not 
leave Jezreel till he had put them all to death. W 

Jehu took then the road to Samaria ; and, in his 
*way, he met forty-two princes of the houfe of Judah i 
who were going down to pay a vifit to thofe of the houfe 
erf A mb, all whom he alfo caufed to be flain B upon the fpot. 
After this, he met with Jebonadab the fon of Rechab (S)$ 
, and 


(Si The Rechabites , fo fa- 
mous in Sciipture for the au- 
ftcre fingujarity of their life, 
wer^’not content to excel in 
cothmon moral virtues, ljut af- 
fected to diftinguilh themfelves 
from Foe relt of the world, by 
a peculiar a&hncnce from wine, 
from dwelling in houfes, from 
poflefling either *houfes, viry> 
yards, or fields, and from all 
kind of agriculture (99). 

Who the author of this in- 
ffitution was, whether the Jc~ 
honadab here mentioned, or 
any other either before or after 
him, is far from being agreed. 
If we may believe a. modern 
critic (100), he hath found the 
etymon of Rechab in the *-D'i 
rccheb, or chariot of JZlijab ; 
and that of the Rharijees , his 
fuppofed difciples, in the 
OvinE phrajhim , or horfes of 
it ( 1 ). So that, according to him, 
the words of EHJba ftiould not 
be rendered, as we do, My 
father , my father , the chariot 
of Ifrael, and the horfes thereof ; 
but. My father Rechab, £jfc. 
He even ventures to prove^hat 
inditation older than tbfcrilood ; 
which, allowing his far-fetched 
etymology, will be no difficult 
talk, if we can but fuppofe, 


that Enoch was tranflated in the 
fame kind of vehicle (3). 

On the other hand, another 
bold critic (4) pretends, that 
it did not begin till about the 
time of Jeremiah ; and that 
this Jehonadaby for whom Jehu 
Ihewtd fuch regard, was only 
a perfon of the fame name with 
the founder of that Rechabitijh 
life ; and that he was too great 
a courtier, and too fine a gen- 
tleman, to be author of fuch 
an unpolite inftitution. What 
he offers to prove the one, and 
difprove the other of thefe 
points, having more of orato- 
rial confidence, than folid rea- 
foning, we fhall not trouble our 
readers with it. Sure it is, 
that thofe Rechabites , whom 
Jeremiah fpeaks of, exprefs 
themfelves in fuch terms, 
argue nothing lefs than the re- 
centnefs 8f their ihlltution 

(5)* 

Between the extremes 6f 
thofe two above-mentioned au- 
thors, are thofe who believe* 
that Hobaby the fon of Jethro * 
of whom we have fpoken elfe- 
where, as he was a Kenite (6), 
was the founder of the Rechab - 
ifes ; that Rechab was one of 
his names, and Jehonadab oni 


(99) 7 *' XXXV. 6 , 7. (100) J. Boldur. rcctrf. ant. leg, l iii. 

c. J6. < ( 7 ) 2 Kings v. 12. (V; Gen.';. 24. (+) &aL 

etoeb. inbieref . Vid. Godwin Mof. 6 ? Air. I i. c. 9. 13, & f e q<r t 

< r ) 'j9'£M.ubifup> ver. S, fif/ty. ( 6 J Vtd. /up, W. ii. p. 153, 

vt 
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and took him up into his chariot to Samaria , that ha 
might b! an eye~witnef$ 6f his fceal againft the impious 
worihipersof Baal. 


6f his descendants ; and la ftly, 
that Heber the Kenite was alfo 
an obferver of the Rechabitijh 
inftitution (6). Serrarius is of 
the fame opinion in moft of 
thefe points ; but diftinguilhes 
two forts of Rechahites ; the 
one militated by Jethro , or 
Hobab , and the other by Jebo - 
nadeb (7) ; but all this is faid 
without foundation. We fhall 
fay nothing of thofe who pre- 
tend, that they were eifjier of 
the tribe of Judah (8), or of 
that of Levi (9) ; or that 
they were Rechabites , or de- 
fendants of Jethro , by the fa- 
thers fide, and Levites by the 
mother’s ; and, as fuch, that 
they were employed in much 
the fame offices of the temple 
with the Nethinims ( 10). It is 
plain, the author of the book 
of the Chronicles calls them 
Xenitet , defended from He - 
math , the father of the houfe 
fcf Rechah (11)5 though it 
does not appear, that all the 
Kenttes obfervcd the inftitution 
of Jhfx>nad(>b, but only thofe 
who were his immediate de- 
fendants. 

For thefe rcafons,for aught wc 
can find, the moft received opi- 
nion is^ that Jchonadaby Jehu* s 
friend, was the founder of it, 
he being the only one of that 
name mentioned in the Scri- 
pture, and nothing urged that 
can give any of the contrary 


As 

opinions the face of probability 4 
Jehu's behaviour to him, and 
his inviting him to be an eye- 
witnefs of his zeal for t^e God^ 
of Ifraely and of the havock*^ 
he was going to make among 
the worlhipers of Baal \ ar- 
gues him to have been an emi- 
nent jperfon, not only for*fenle 
and Virtue, but alfo for his # 
uncommon piety and z^l j and* 
as fuch, he might have fallen 
into this new life, and injoined 
the obfervance ofitfo his pofl> 
c?rity, perhaps, through fomc 
difguft which he took at ceart,» 
or at the idolatries of the If 
raelites, which made it needful 
to feparate from them, by liv- m 
ing in the pure and untainted 
country, to avoid the danger 
of being either corrupted by 
them, or hated for not being 
fo. T he Kenite s not being of 
the feed of Ifrael, many broils 
and dilutes might have arife 
between them about the pof- 
feflion of lands ; which might 
make him difclaim even the 
ufe and culture of them. The 
altnoft continual depredations 
to which I fra el was expofed 
from their enemies roundabout, 
to fa W nothing of famine and 
peililehce, made the paftoral 
lift.fem to him much more 
eligibfc ; becaufe, in fuch 
cafes, it was more eafy to re* 
move into better orfafer abodes, 
in imitation of the antient pa- 


(6; Vi 'A, int. al. jirr. Mont, in Judrc. i. Sat.bl. in Jerrm . xxxv. Mi- 
fttrval. cap. 13, ft??* (7) Sen-ar. 1. iii. c. 2. (8) trt 

I. Par alt p. (9) llegejip. ap. Fufeb. hji ecc/ef. 1 . ii. c. 23. Cal- 

toiet. fnbn;oc. Rechabir. (to) Rabbin. al,q. jp. Sar.bliutii , & Cornel, a 

Lapid. Jenn:, xxx\. (n) 1 Cbton. ii. j 

tuarch*- 


m 
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As (oon as he was come to that capital, he caufed a 
folemn feaft to be proclaimed, pretending a much greater 
zeal for that deity, than any of his predeceflors $ and 
ordered all its priefts, prophets, and votaries, to be pre- 
fent at it, none excepted, under pain of death ; and. as 
fcon as they had filled the temple with them, front the 
one end to the other, he commanded a body pf men to 


go 'In, and put them all to 

’triarchc. •Wine was of too 
enfnaring a nature, and might, 
in time, have tempted his de- 
scendants into a loofer and 
more luxurious life ; for which 
ieafon he thought it neceiury 
to forbiS'the ute of it. Lafily, 
whatever ottfer private mo- 
tives might determine him to 
that kind of primitive life, h<; 
# feenp3, chiefly to endear it to 
his defendants by the profpeft 
of health, eafe, and length of 
days (18). We may add far- 
ther, that their retiring into 
Jerufalem during the time of 
the fiege, which was a breach 
of the injunction, without be- 
ing fo much as blamed for it 
by Jeremiah , is a proof, that 
t^ey were not under an # indif- 
penfable obligation to live in 
tents, and in the country ; tho’ 
even here we think it had been 
much better for them to have 
removed further out of Nebu- 
ekadnexzars way, initead of 
flickering themfelves in the 
city ; where they nor f only 
fullered all the commoq cala- 
mities of a dong fiegd, ^it 
were, in all likelihood, isrrhed 
away captive with the tribe of 
Judah ; for we find fome of 
them, at their return from Ba~ 
byhn > who fettled themfelves 

(l8) ubi jup. Tier, 7, Vid, t 

& a!, in he, (* 9 / 1 Or oft > 


the (word, in the height of 

at JaheJh or Jabesc (19); and 
the Septuagint and V ulgate 
have thefe words in the title 
of the lxxth, which is our 
lxxifl pfalm ; A pfabn of Da*- 
vid to the fons of Jonadab, and 
the firfi captives ; but, as taey 
are nothin the Hebrew , we fhalj 
lay iib farther ilrefs upon 
them. 

What became of them after- 
wards, whether they continued 
to obferve their father’s in- 
j unftion, and whether the fha- 
rifees x AJpdees 3 and EJfenians % 
<vere their followers, is foreign 
to our prefent purpofe ; and 
may, perhaps, be inquired in- 
to, when we refume the Jeavi/Js 
hiftory after the captivity. A 
JevoiJh traveller of the 12th 
century (20) indeed tells us, 
that they arc ftili in being, 
and firi£l obfervers of their 
old inliitution. lie gM|p us 
a]fo a fine defeription ortheir 
country, princes, government* 
and other particulars ; but that 
author is fo well known to deal 
in fables, and the account it- 
felf is fo fully confuted by the 
learned Confantine F Empereur* 
that we fhall leave it to his 
JevjiJh brethren to credit it, 
without giving our readers the 
trouble of perufing it here. 

'et.' Martyr, Alting. R. D. Kimtbi , 
li* w/f. (20) Ben de , Tudel , 
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their worfhip. After this, he took down all the idols and Baal’/ 
ornaments of that abominable deity, burnt them out o ffriefisani 
the temple, and caufed that building to be demolifhec^ tempfade- 
and turned into a common jakes. But bis metropolis was ftroyed. 
not the only place that had reared temples and altars to 
Baal \ for the infection had fpread itfelf throughout the 
kidgdom : wherefore he did not flop his hand, till be had 
intircly cleared it of that kind of idolatry ; and^thi? he 
did with fuch Zealand diligence, that God, highly pleafecf* 
with it, fent him word by a prophet, that the* kiftgdom* 
of Ifrad fhould remain in his pofterity till the fourth 
generation. Happy had it been for him, if t*his promife 
had encouraged him to have extirpated likewife the*wor- 
fhip of the golden calves of Dan and Bethel \ but he; 
unhappily followed 'Jeroboam's politics as long* as he 
lived ; for which reaf$n, God refolved to cut •Ifrael fhort, Yearof 
even from the begirfhing of his reign ; fo that Hazael the flood 
greatly prevailed againft thercv, and took* a great number 1492. 
of towns from the two tribes and an^half on the othe£ fide Bef. Chr. 
Jordan , befides fome other frontier-towns on this fide 856. 
and ravaged all the places he came to, putting all the in- 
habitants to the fword in the molt inhuman manner (V), 
as we have feci j in the Syrian hiftory m . Jehu died in* 
the twenty-eighth year ot his reign, was buried in Sa- 
maria, and fucceeded by his fon Jehoahaz n . 

Whilst Jehu was abolifhing the worfhip of Baal inAtha- 
} fra cl, the impious Athaliah was ufmg her utmoft efforts liah / im 
to root oujt, not only that of the living God, but evenl'wu 
the remembrance of it, out of Judah . The death £>f reign. 
her fon Ahqziah , and of forty- two princes of his houfe, 
followed by that of Jezebel , by the hands of a perfon 

f* 

F See before, vol. ii. p. 3 1 1, & feqq. n 2 Kings x. per tot. 

(V) It is not eafy to guefs at that the crown of Ifrael i hould 
What period of Jehu's reign this continue in his family during 
cruel war happened : VJher four generations, as a reward 
stakes no mention of it till the foj h n zeal againft Baal , yet 
time of his fon (21) ; but we he die* not promife him a quiet 
have ventured to place it nearer reign 5 and his continuing in 
the beginning of the former, Jeroboam' s idolatry made him 
both here and in the Syrian hi- unworthy of it, however it 
1107(22), which is according to might have proved, if he had 
the chronology of our Bibles 5 abolifhed that alfo out of hip 
for thpugh God had promifed, kingdom. 

(aa) Sup, vfb if. p. 311. 

pwfy 


(21) Ann, fib A. M. 314?. 
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newly raifed to the throne of Ifrael by divine command, 
filled her with fuch an abhorrence both for the race and 
faughter the Crop of Davidy that fte refolved not to {heath her 
„ ^David\* fword, till (he had totally extirpated the one, and thereby 
invalidated all the promifes of the other. But whillt fhe was 
wreaking her utinoft fury againft th? r id remains of the 
hojife of Judah y Providence conduced thither Jeb'Jhebay 
, the dayghter of the late king Jorcnriy who was then mar- 
ried to ti\p high-prieft Jehoiada ° ; and that pious princels 
found means to fave young JoaJhy her brother Akazia/Ss 
fon, who vyas then but a year old, from Athaliah* s fword, 
and convey him and his nurfe out of the palace, un- 
perceived by that bloody queen. This infant prince was 
•carried into the temple, where he was brought up under 
JeboiaUd* s care, and kept there with the utmoft privacy 
till he was ieven years old. During thofe fix years Atba- 
liah tyrannized over Judah without controul, filling Je- 
rufalem with blood, and deftroying the fervants of the 
<truv God, that fhe might more effe&ually eftablifh the 
worlhip of Baal through the kingdom. By this time, 
her murders and impieties were grown to fuch an height, 
^that Jchoiada faw himfelf forced to put a flop to them, 
by producing the only remain^ of David's race, at once 
to convince the people, that Gcd was ftill mindful of his 
promife to that holy monarch, by preferving him, as it 
Joafh is were a miracle, from the common ruin. He privately 
fteferved, ca ]] e d fome of the chiefs and ciders of Judahy upon whoie 
valour and fidelity he could depend ; and, having bound 
tfiem under the ftricteft oaths of fecrecy, he fhewrd 
them the young monarch 5 told them by what means he 
had been faved ; and exhorted them to {land now, if 
ever, in the defence of their young king, of their* reli- 
gion and liberty. The defponding chiefs received the 
news of their preferved king with a furprifing joy 5 and, 
to give him an immediate proof of their future zeal and 
attachment, took an loath of fidelity to him, promitng 
the high-prieft, that tj.iey would raife what forces they 
could, whilft he ftrengtbCncd himfelf in the temple, by 
retaining and arming all the priefts, Levitesy and Net hi - 
nirnsy who fliould othefwife have gone out in their courfes, 
to make way for thofe who came to relieve them. All 
this was done with fuch fecrecy and difpatch, that the 
temple wa^ filled with armed men, to whom Jebouda 
appointed their feveral pofts j by which time, the generate 

P Comp. 2 Kings xi. 2. 2 Chron. xxii, 11. 


without 
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without had raifed a fufficient number of men, ready to 
fecond them upon the firft fignal. When the day ap; 
pointed was come, the young monarch was brought out, 
and conduced into the priefts porch, attended with a 
numerous train- of armed Levites j and there the high- 
prieft anointed and crowned him, and adminlftred the and 
ufual oath to him upon the facred volumes. He wa s crowned. 
immediately after feated upon a throne, where he ce- Year of 
ceived the homage and loud acclamations of all th^people,^be flood* 
who made that facred place ring with, Long* live king* 

Joafh ! . . 1 Chr ‘ 

Among the numerous crouds, whom this iroife brought 
to the temple, was the frighted queen, who ventured 
diredtly into the priefts porch, From which her fex and 
idolatry excluded her ; and, as foon as (he faw^ young 
king feated on his throne, attended with fucj? numbers of 
armed men, fhe reriit her cloaths, and, in a defperate 
fury, rufhed in amongft them, crying <^ut treafon, Je - 
heiada,) fearing left his zealou$ Levites fhould pollute that 
facred place with her blood, orderfid her to £e MTxried*AthaHah. 
out of it, and to be put to death. The king was foon isjlairt. 
after conduced from the temple to the royal palace, and 
the news of this happy change proclaimed throughout the 
kingdom. The high-prieft, who by this time was in the 
greateft efteem, both with king and people, took hold of 
this happy jun&ure of the public joy, to root out once 
more the worfhip of Baal. They began with the temple 
of that idol, where having facrificed Mathan , the infa- 
mous prieft, at the foot of the altar? they pulled the whole 
fabric to the ground ; nor did they flop their hand, till 
they had likewife deftroyed all the other temples, altars, 
and pjonuments of that idolatrous worfhip, which Atha - 
liah and her predeceifors had reared up, bofti in Jer x u+ 
falem and Judah. On the other hand, Jehoiada , then 
at the head of all affairs, both religious and civil, was 
making a new reformation at coujI, and in the temple, 
by naming thofe who had fhewed tie greateft bravery and 
zeal in the late revolution, to^thi higheft pofts in the 
government ; and by reftoring that regularity in the divine 
fervice, which had been interrupted during the reigns of 
fo many impious monarchs ; but more particularly by an 
exprefs prohibition to all ftrangers, and idolatrous apoftates, 
to enter into the temple of God, and by fetting porters 
at the gates of it, to prevent all unclean perfons, of what 
kind foever, from entering into it * ; which gives us rea- 
p z Kings xi. paff 2 Chron. xxiii. paif. 


fon 
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(on to fuppofe, that it had been open to fuch fecluded 
perfons, during the laft reigns. 

Joaih *s • ThOs did the Divine Providence preferve the race of 

piety and David ilom the brink of deftrufiiori ; and JoaJh, wfid 
was proclaimed king in the feventh year of his age, con- 
tinued to teftify his grateful fenfe of it, by his uncommon 
zeal for the worfhip of God, during the good high-prieft’s 
life! (^rie of his firfl cares, after he was come to age, 
^was to repair the dilapidations which had been made in 
the temple. To this end, he ordered the priells and Le - 
vites to take their yearly circuits through all the cities of 
Judah * and* to raife voluntary contributions among the 
peopfe, befides the poll and redemption-money, to be 
employed in finifhing of thofe repairs. But the priefts, 
who loSfcJd upon the latter as an encroachment upon their 
revenues, e^lcuted his oiders with fuch fhameful flownefs, 
that he was forced to difeharge tlfem at once, and to 
commit the whole care of r the money and repairs to the 
Jhiglyj?rie&, and other proper officers (W). But JoaJh’b 
zeal did not long furvive Jehoiada* s life. That good old 
Year of prieft died in the 130th year of his age, and for his faith- 
the flood f u j counfej^ as we ll as fignal fervices to the king. and na- 
* 49 ®- f tioxi, was buried in the royal fepulcre of Jerufalcm \ and 
^ F ^ eemec * to ex P ,re the remembrance of all that 

. he had done. Soon after his death, the bafe princes 

q £ j u rf a b 9 tired w j t h diflembling a zeal for God, which 

(W) And, to prevent all diligence, that, without being 
further delays and mifapplica- called to any account for the 
tion, a capacious cheft was or- fums they received from time 
dered to be fet up in fome pub- to time, they finilhed it to the 
lie place in t]ie temple, where fatisfa&ion both of the king 
the money was depofited, till it and people, and refunded the* 
amounted to a fum fufficient overplus into the king’s hands, 
to fet about the work^which This, together with what was 
it very fhortly did, th*o’ the left in the cheft, was by Jeboi- 
generolity of the chiefs, Riders, add* s direftion, employed in 
and other wealthy menAof ^«- making gold and fllver veflels 
dab, who poured in the{ r pre- for the ufeof the temple, fuch as 
fents with uncommon readi- cenfers, trumpets, fpoons, forks, 
nefs and munificence. This and the like, inftead of thdfe 
money was immediately diftri- which Atbaliah had conveyed 
buted among faithful work- from thence into the temple 
men, who carried on the work of Baal (88). 
with fo much uprightnefs and 

(81) Vid , a Ginn, X3u>. 7, 13^ *4, 

that 
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that pontif’s authority had only forced from them, came 
and proftrated themfelves before the king, defiring that 
they might have leave to return to the old way of wor* 
fbip, which they had been ufed to in former reigns*; which 
the eafy king, pleafed, perhaps, with their uncommon ( ’ 
fubmiflion, having too readily v grantcd, they immediately Joalh end 
forfook the temple and worlhip of God, and fet up new£» chief* 
altars to thofe filthy idols, which they had forrnel^y been forfake 
ufed to worlhip in their groves, with the moft abominable*W*« 
ceremonies. This ungrateful dcfe&ion, after fo fignal a 
deliverance, was not however punched, till they had been 
often forewarned, by feveral prophets, of the miferiesvjhich 
it would bring upon them ( Y). But when they proved 
deaf to all thofe divine admonitions, Goi> flirted up the* 

Syrian king againft them, who began to conap&T fevere^ ^ 
outrages in Judea , .whilft the cowardly JTtus^ though^ 
much fuperior in nunfoer, were delivered into his Hbnds,^^, 
as a punifhment /or their idolatry r . \ Hazae /, flulhed Judah, 
with the fucce/s he had had againft Judah , athWifcb, the # Year of 
vaft quantity of fpoil which he had fent from thence to the flood 
Damafcusy came up againft Jerufale?n y and made a ter- 1509. 
rible /laughter among thofe JewiJh princes, who had beenBef Chr. 
the firft authors of that defection. ' The king himfelf * 8*39. 
found no other way to efcape {haring of their fate, but 
by {tripping the temple and his own palace of all their 
treafure, and giving it as a ranfom to the Syrian con- 
♦ queror, who thereupon left Jerufalemy and returned to 
Damafcus s . Joajb, however, did^ not efcape the divine 

* Vide 2 Chron. xxiv. 24. s Comp. 2 Kings xii. paflf. Sc 
2 Chron. xxiv. paflf. See alfo before, vol. ii. p. 312, &feqq. 

( Y) Among thofe prophets, uefs of the place, or of his cha~ 
who dared to reprove the king rafter, as a prophet and high- 
and his nobles, and to aflure prielL or to the great fervicea 
them, that thefe would prove of hispather, to whom he owed 
only the preludes of worfe mif- both f his life and kingdom, 
chiefs, was the high-prieft Ze- HowiVer, Zechariah, being full 
chariah % the worthy fon and of tfoi Spirit of God, foretold 
fucceffbr of the 4 ate Jehoiada 5 to them, as he was dying, that 
but his zeal coft him his life. God would fpeedily punifh the 
The impious king caufed him murder upon the king and 
to be Honed to death in the them ; both which happened 
very court of the temple, with- foon after accordingly (88). 
out regard to either the facred- 


T 


(881 % Ohm, xxiv, 17, 


vengeance 3 
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Joalh it vengeance ; and, though he then laboured under feme 
murdered, grievous difeafe, his own fervants confpired againft 
{iim, and murdered him in his bed, in the fortieth year 
of his *r#gn, and crowned his fon Ama%iah in his ftead (Z), 
Joafh fue\ Amaziah fucceeded him in the twenty-fifth year of his 
reeded by age, by which time Jehoahaz % the fon of Jehu , having 
Amaaiah. reigned feventeen years in Ifrael , had left the kingdom to 
his* (on, Joafh. During this time, nothing coniiderable 
< £ had happened in that kingdom, except that their idola- 
tries Itad 51 fo expofed them to the cruel oppreflions of the 
king of Syria, till Jehoabazh repentance and prayer ob- 
tained a kiftd of miraculous deliverance x ; for the fuller 
account of which, we ftiall refer the reader to a former 
chapter Y . What happened during his fon’s reign, we 
lhall its proper place. In the mean time, the 

young* Icin£*&of Judah caufed the murderers of his father 
to be*put«to death ; but the text obferves, that he fpared 
their children, /according jo the law of Mofes z ; from 
which on'* *'<uy reasonably fuppofe, that all his prcdeceflors 
*were not equally ftrifl obfervers of it. Amaziah had in- 
deed feen fuch fevcrc judgments inflicted upon JoaJh his 
father, and his apoftate chiefs, as made him for fome 
""time afraid to imitate them ; though he forgot them but 
too foon, and, like JoaJh , having begun his reign pioufly 
and fuccefstully, he made as impious and tragical an end 
Ama- of it. His fignal fucccfs againft the Edomites a , promifed 

?iahV to him by God himfelf, did but too much fwell the* 

fucccfs. heart of that young monarch. He had an army of 300,00a 
fighting men, and ha # d hired 100,000 more of the king 
of Ifrael , when he was going upon that expedition ; 
but was at length prevailed upon, by a prophet, tq 
difmifs thefe laft, not without great refentmenr and 
heart-burning on their fide, of which they failed not 
to give an ample proof, by burning and ravaging all the 
countries they went tlyough, in their return home. Thi$ 
broke at once all friendfhip between thofe two monarchs, 

* 3 Kings xiii. 3, 4, /, 6. y See before, vol. ii, p. 311, 

& feqq. z Dcut, xxivl 10. a Sec before, vol. ii. p, 178. 

& feqq. * 

(Z) JoaJh was by this time buried in the City of David, 
in fuch abhorrence for the mur- yet the text lays, that they did 
dei* of the high-prieft, that he not depofit his body in the 
was even deprived of the royal pulcre of his anceftors, but ia 
fepulcre $ for, though he was fome place apart (88). 


( 88 ) 2 Qbrm. 
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and proved the fource of a bloody war. Happy had it 
been for Amaztah , if this had been all ; but that infatu- 
ated prince, after his vifiory over Edom, became fo ftu- ■ 
pidly fond of the idols, which he had taken from them,*?* 
that, as if all his fucccfs had been owing to them, he /;), ‘ 
cauftd them to be fet up in Judah at his return, and went 
fo far as to burn incenfe himfelf before them, and to vent 
feme infolent threats to a prophet fent from Go d to re- 
claim him. No wonder, then, if God left him ttyufh 
into his utter ruin. , # 

Amaziah had indeed caufe to refent the ravages which 
the diflxmded Ifradites had committed in his (jingdom, 
during his expedition againft Edom ; and, had he be^n 
lefs elated with his fuccefs, might have taken more proper 
mcafures for doing himfelf juftice for them. Qn the 
other hand, JoaJh had no lefsreafon to trufl to his>': 0 i va- 
lour; who, icon after hi» acceffion to the crown'Jnad ttecn 
paying a mournful vifit*to the prophet Elijha , who was 
then lying on his death-bed, to reprefent*tQ that holy 
perfon the melancholy fhtc in which, he 
leave the kingdom, which had already fullered (he greatefl: 
calamities from the kings of Syria, during the two ldt 
reigns ; and the prophet, touched with a fenfe of it, had 
prophesied to him, that he iUtould gain three fuccecding 
vi&orics over that domineering nation x . Joajh y there- 
fore, who had by this time given fuch fignal proofs of 
his courage and conduft, by thofe three viftorics which 
he had gained over the Syrians , and by recovering 
all the places which they had takcr^ from his predecef- 
fors (Z), could not forbear exprefling the utmoft con- 
tempt 

x 2 Jungs xiii. 14, & feqq. See alfo vol. ii. p. 312, 

Sc feqq. 

(Z) It is not eafy to deter- after tht beginning of it (28). 
mine the time w lien JoaJh won Archbilftop IJji.fr places it in 
tbefe three victories ; but, how- the fixth/and fubfequent years 
ever, it is more than probable, of his rjign, when, having, as 
that it was long before he re- he fupptjes, taken his fon, the 
ceived the proud challenge brave Jeroboam II. into con- 
front Amaziah , when he was fort (hip with him, he left the 
in the 16th year of his reign kingdom under his care, wbil ft 
(27). The text would even he went out againft the armies 
incline one to believe, that he of Syria (29). 
began to beat the 'Syrians foon 

(27) Fid. Uffcr. am. fub A. M. ^7$- U 2 ) Fid. z Kinit xiii. 22, 

& /*??• (29) Vbi fup.fhb A . M. sitS. 

Vol. IV. ' L The 
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tempt at his arrogant challenge. The anfwcr he returned, 
was couched in the moft fcornful and mortifying terms, 
under the allegory of a defpicable thiftle, winch, having 
* afpirecl to an alliance with the noble cedar, had, for his 
ambition, been crufhed under the feet of a wild beaft : 
he concluded with advifmg him to reft contented with 
his late petty victories, and not fufivi his ambition to 
4 iive him into a defperatc attempt, which would end, in 
all lij^Iihoocl, in the total lull of his kingdom. Amavdah 
was,onl# the more exaf r eiutcd at this mifwer, and huffed 
Is defeat- to go out againtt this tivnl : the two aimies met in the 
ed by the neighbourhood of lletlf'cmcjh, whete '‘Judah was totally 
kitQ of routed. f of'fnus add", tjiat they were feized with fuch 
lfrael. 2 panic, at the vr*iv lit ft onfet, that t!wy turned their 
brks vajihout finking one flmki, and left their king at 
Amaziah ;} 1C of t h' * unqueioi y. /hncrsjuh was actually 

taken fn- taken prifoner, and 'Jn, ;f> in audio* 1 on with him, and lus 
Joner. own arfny, to Jn t'jul'.n, wlieit he obliged him to buy 

4 

• > Ant. I iw c. io 

The remarkable manner in c% was not over-aw ed by any 
whi'di the good old prophet t{ prince, neith* r couhl any 
foretold thelc lignal viCioric% % 44 bring him into fubjedlion ; 
and how exa&ly hiswoubwt re 44 no word could overcome 
verified, the reader may fee in tc him ; and, after his death, 
the place under-quoted (30). <f he propheiied, ( 3 1 } A’ 
As for Eiijha , he died idon The Jews add, that the man, 
after ; and, before the year was thus noraculoufly raifed, wa. 
cout, fomc /'; aciitis, £oing to cal ltd Sat him ; and that he bc- 
bury a corpfe in the ncgnbui b ut fons and daughters after - 
hood of Samaria, perceived a war 

band of Moabites coming to- Some authors, however, not 
wards them, for fear of vs horn, content with the miracles he 
they call the dead bo^iy into w rought during his life, and at- 
Llijha s tomb, and fled ; bat, ter his death, have accom pa- 
ns foon a 0 it had toiched the nied his birth with a remarka- 
bones of the dead proyhcc, the b!e one; namely, that one of 
man revived, and rJn after the golden calves bellowed out 
them. We have Elybeft pa- theft: words, with fuch a loud 
negyric in few words in the voice, that it was heard from 
book of Ecclcfiaft icus : (t Eh- G ilo a l to Jerufalem '» This is 

Jheus , fays that author, was he that is to defray the carved 
4< filled with the fpirit of Eli - idols , and break the molten 
“jab; whil/l he lived, he images in pieces (32). 

(>0} 2 Ktnfs xiii, 14, £f/>57- (5 1) Kecks, xlviii, 12, £? fjf. 

( 32 ) P id. DorctJu Epiphun. iS 1 j.i r, at ir rt. vtnphct . {Jj chro‘/. Pafd'ttl. op. 
Vulm.fub vie, Ztjcc, * 


8 
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his freedom, at the expence of all the gold and filver 
which were found, either in the temple, or in his own 
treafury ; after which, having demolifhed about 400 cu*» 
bits length of the city wall, and taken fome hoftages witb 
him, he returned to Samaria. He did not ouflive this 
victory above one year, after which he was fucceedcd 
by his fon Jeroboam , the fecond of that name, after he 
had reigned fixteen years. As for Jmaziah , though he 
outlived his difgrace above fifteen years, yet we Vead*no 
more of him till the latter end of his reign ;*when, # * 
foaving ciifcovcred a confpiracy that was form*ed againft* 
him at Jcrufaletn , he was forced to flee to Lachijh , 
where he was purfued and murdered by the confpirators. 

He was carried back upon horfes to Jerufalem , an <3 bu- 
ried with his anceftors ; and his fon Azariah proclaimed 
in his Head ' . ^ 

In the mean tinxj, whilft Amaziah fpent^ftie* 

</f his reitrn m a kind of inactive fecurity in Jerujffem, 

J noham il. the brave great # -grandfon of JJchu, feemed Jeroboam 
ordained by Providence to reftore tjie kingly* 1 -***, I fra till' king of 
to its piiitme fplendor and greatnefs. His/reign, which ^ rea h ‘ 

I a fled forty-one years, b elides thofe/teii which he had Year 
fpent in copartncrfhip w'ith his father, gave him time the flood 
more (ban fufficient to perform that noble work, to~ f 54 °* 
whhh he was encouraged by the prophets Jonah the fon r * 
of Annual (A), and Hofea the fcyi of Beni, who were ‘ . 

contemporaries with him, and foretold, that he fhould 
complete the deliveraikc of /// ael, which his father had 

2 2 Kings xiv. pall' to ver. 21. '5 Chron. xxv. per tot. 

(A) This is the fame Jonah, fes, [which he foretold to the 
or Jonas , jb he is called in the king of Jfrael, were commit- 
gofp<?l (34', who was after- ted to writing, and fince loft ; 
wards lent to preach repentance or, kvhich is more probable, 
to the Kin elites Vjbt wertl only delivered by word 

juftly obferves, that he was a of mputh. We have nothing 
native of Gathrpher (36), a left cf him but the book that 
town in the tribe of Zebu/un bear, his name, and which relates 

(37) , in Galilee of the Gentiles tp his being fent to preach re- 

(38) , againft that falle affirm- pentancc at Nineveh, theme* 
ation of the Jews, That out tropolis of /IJjpia, and is 
of Galilee there never arofe a therefore foreign to our prefent 
prophet (39^. It is uncertain fubjeft. 

whether thofe glorious fuccef- 

( 34J Matt, xii. 41. (%$) Jonah iii. pojf. (j(i) : A'/>»r mv 24. 

(^1 I J‘ji j ‘ >tlX ' 1 }• {'jii' 1 lj‘H. jx, J, ( jy) John ui. t>2, Vul. I hjer . 

i’.f jut J. M. 31c-. 

L 2 begun. 
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begun, notwithftanding his cleaving to the idolatries of 
his predecellbis. Accordingly, he took the Syrian capi- 
tal Damafcus , and Hamath , with all their territories ; 
both w^ich had formerly belonged to Judah a, and all 
the country on the other fide Jordan , from Hamath to 
the fea of the plain, or the Dead Sea b . The particulars 
of all thcfe glorious actions are unknown to us, having 
be^n written in the annals of the kings of IJrael, long 
Year of ^ uice ^ied ,n the forty-firft year ot his reign, 

the flood an ^ W* buried with his ancettors in Samaria , and fuc- 
156^. ceeded by his fon Zecha? iab c . Jeroboam's reign was in- 
Bef. Xhr.dced a gloyous one, with refpe<SI to his conquefts ; but 
7 £4. it ftarids branded for various idolatries, and for the in- 
\ssr\J' juftice, luxury, rapine, and other immoralities which 
‘reigned *4t that time : infomuch that the prophets Hofca 
and Any * 10 lived in hfs days, give us a very dreadful 
accoarfft ot^the diforders and debauchery, which were 
committed both in Samaria and in IJrael , and were fent 
to foretel the fad and total ruin, which their fins would 
•fhorc\ Ifcmduflpn the whole kingdom. Amos , in parti- 
cular, was lent from Judah , where he was a common 
fhepherd, to denounce the moft fevere judgments againft 
IJrael^ even to the total difpcrfion of it \ which he did 
under the t\ pcs of grafhoppers, which deftroyed all the 
fruit of the land ; ot a devouring fire ; and laftly, of a 
plumbet-line, and tottering wall ready to bury the idols 
of IJrael under its ruins For thefe prophecies he w 7 as 
acculed to the king, by Amaziah , one ot the idolatrous 
pjiefts of Bethel , and by him commanded to return into 
Judah , and prophefy here \ which he was forced to do, 
though not before he ljiad denounced this heavy judgment 
againft the meflenger/ that his wife fhould become ail 
open proflitute in tlu city, that his fons and daughters 
fhould f^Jl by the fwird, and himfelf die in a polluted 
land e , namely, that /of AJfyria \ whither the ten tribes 
were foon after carrie(l away captive, and he, in all pro- 
bability, along with them. 

Zecha- Zfchariah fuccceded his father Jeroboam : he was 
rial). the great- grandfon of Jfhu ; and fo far was God’s pror 
Year of mifo to this laft fulfilled, that the kingdom fhould con- 
the flood tinue in his family to the fourth generation ; but his threat- 
l 57 &- enings againft that kingdom dfl not lag behind, and we 
Bcf. Chr. ma y t h e downfal of IJrael from the reign of Zecha - 
^72. 

a See 2 Sam. viii. 6. 2 Chron. viii. 3. Sc Numb. xiii. 21. 
b 2 Kings xiv. j, & fcqq* e Ibid. vcr. ult. d Amos vii. pafU 
c Ibid. ver. ult. 
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riah . From that time, we read of nothing but treafons 
and rebellions, of murders, anarchy (D), and univerfal 
defolation : Zechariab had fcarce reigned fix months, be-* 
fore he was publicly mafiacred by Sballum , one of his 
own domeftics, according to Jofephus f , who feized upon 
the kingdom, and, 'after a reign of thirty days, was him- 
felf murdered by Menahem , Zechariab' $ general, -in the 
metropolis of Samaria . As foon as this laft wasVeated 
upon the throne, he returned to Tirzah , a city in the 
tribe of Ephraim , formerly the refidence of Jeroboam I g. 
which place refufing to open the gates to him,* he put all 
the inhabitants to the fword, and committed the flnoft 
horrid cruelties on their pregnant women that ever were 
done by the vileft barbarians. It was not long, h'^vever, * 
before he faw himfelf invaded by Pul king of E ) j 

f Ant. 1 . ix. c. 1 1. s See i Kings xiv. 1*7. 

• ^ #, 

(D) Our archbifhop VJIoer Thofe, wlyoi^iSw'caC /cr- 

(48) obferves here, that there fion of the fe^enty, believe, 
muft have been an interregnum that Pul v/as invited by Mena - 
of eleven years and half before hem to come to his afliilance. 
Zef^W/tf^alcended the throne Some 0/ the prophets up- 
without which fuppofition it braid ijfdced the king and peo- 
will be impoflible to make his pie of Samaria with fending to 
death, and Sballum' s fliort- Affyria for help (5 1 ) ;for which 
lived reign, to coincide with they threaten them with being 
the 39th year of Azariah king . fent whither captives ($z) but 
of Judah, in which it is faid to the Mginal uinrms, that PiN 
have happened (49). came igainft, or invaded, the 

(E) The fame prelate (50) land; and the book of Chto- 

thinks^that this Pul was the nicies fays c\ prefly, that Con 
father of Sardanapalns, called ilirrec up the fpirit of Pul 
from him, Sardan-Pul ; as Me - againl him, as he .$d after- 
rodacb king of Babylon was wardsy>f figlathpilcfer , who 
called Merodach -Ba la dan . Pul carried away the two tribes 
is the firft king of AJJ'yria wc and half beyond Jordan into 
find named in Scripture, from captivity (53). Jofephus rec- 
the time of Nimrod) ar.d may ko»s this invafion of Pul to 
be reafonably enough fuppofed have happened toward the lat- 
to have reigned in Ninenoeb at ter end of Menabe / ’s r.'ign 
the time of Jonah's preach utfL (54) * but Vjber, whom *\e 
and to have been converted ijft; follow, places it in the begin- 
him.~ ning of it. 

(4S) Ann, pub, rf. M. 3220. (ty) 2 X/Vsxv. S, 17, (c; o ) Ulu 

fop (<;f)//o/. v. 1. . viii. Q, 13. x. 6,i_. ( i;t.) Itnf. ix. 

x, & a lib. pojf. ^ 5 3 J Corf, z K*ngs xv. 19. & 1 Ctiro/i. v. uit, 

(34) Ant. U lx. r. zx. 
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and, as he was not in a condition to make head againft 
t him, he was forced to buy his friendfhip at the price of 
1000 talents of filver, which he levied upon the wealthieft 
of his own fubje&s, whom he obliged to pay 60 fhekels 
per head 5 upon which Pul returned homewards, and Me- 
nahem reigned quietly the remaining eleven years of his 
life, apd was fucceeded by hisfon Pekabiah , in the fiftieth 
f 4 * year uf Azariah , or Uzziah , king of Judah \ 

Year 6f The' kingdom of Judah all this whiie enjoyed a pcrfeift: 
the flood peace. Azariah , whom the people had fet upon the 
1*87. throne, immediately after his father Afnaziab’s murder 
Bef. Chr.^ t ^ t as the text exprefles it), in the twenty-feventh 
w year of Jcroboam'% II. *s reign i (F), was then but fixteen 
y earSft age, and was wholly directed by Zechariah , not 
th^pfo^Vt of that name, who lived after their return 
from tl\e captivity, but another,* who is only known for 
Azariah’/ the great wifdpm and piety of his counfeh to the young 
piety ; monwb -• q^that, during the life of that faithful coun- 
felfor, Aza) ia% became equally confpicuous for his zeal 
againft idolatry, r or his pious imitation of his beft prede- 
and fuc- ceilors, and for 'ds great fuccefs againft feveral of his 
cefsi ** neighbours, cfptcn Ily the Phi/i/lines k . He hkewife for- 
tified his own metropolis, repaired the wall of it, which 


had been demolime.1 by the king of Ifrael y and built 
feveral fortrefies and magazines in feveral parts of his 
kingdom, and in thofa countries which he had taken from 
the Philijiincs , Arabians y and Mehumms (G). His army 

' 11 2 Kings xv. 13, a& jp. ' Ibid. ver. 1. u 2 Chron, 
xxvi. 6, Sc icqq. Sec |efore, vol. ii. p. 252. 


(F) That is, as th?‘ fame of Gur-baal , who dwelt in 
Ujher, and the margin of our another canton of the feme pro- 
Bibieyightly obfme,tiie 27th vince ; and, as both were in 
year from hh bring admitted the fame neighbourhood of 
copartner with his fafehcrj^V- Egypt, therefore the text adds. 


hon/h y though but the 16th that Uzziah'b fame was fpread 
fiom his reigning foie ino* abroad, even unto the entering 
uarch. %t into Egypt (551. 

( G ) T hzfcMjknnhns t h e C ha l- We ought to obfcrve here, 

dec paraphraft renders the inha- that thefc wars of the king of 
lifants pyo VvU'OU in the Ji^dah are not recorded in the 
rvildernefs of Mahon, which Jlpk of Kings, where his hi- 
was in that part of Arabia Pe- *T&ry feems flrangely curtailed; 
tr*a toward Gerar and Poa- but only in that of the Chro - 


ran ; for which reafon they nicies (56). 
teem joined with the Arabians 


V : d. Rtchfitt, pba'c^. L n. c. 2? r 
Lo>>p. i C .. i . i. CV'7/‘ - K;>‘£: 


Le C Wt . rrm. in to. . & a,\ 
xiv zf, dr j. t j. 

confiftcd 
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confifted of 307,500 brave men under the command ot Army and 
two expert generals, Maa^iah^ and Hananiab , and o (magazine* 
Jebiel , his fcribe, or fecretary of war, who appointed 
each band their refpedlive turns, according to the muftcr-* 
rolls. Befides thcfc, he had alfo 2600 officers, all fa- 
mous for their valour and experience j and a prodigious 
quantity of arms ot all forts, to fupply his army with, 
which he kept in feveral flrong ftore-cities all o^er hi s 
kingdom. To thefe he added the invention of nev# ma- 
chines for throwing darts, large ftones, and othef deftru- 
dfive materials, from his towers and bulwarks ; which 
are faid to have been contrived by feme of his Expert: en- 
gineers. Whilft he was thus employed in his military 
affairs, he did not forget the bu finds of agriculture $ the 


text fays, that he was a lover of it, that he lf v ;.V great 
herds of cattle, a great number of fields and- f inwards, 
of hufbandmen and viTie-drdlcrs ; and that he byilt tow- 
ers and cots, and digged wells, every- w he for the con- 
venience of his fervants and cattle. So that^vydhr tlier we 
look upon him in peace or war, he feems'to have arrived ' 
at the height of glory and wealth. / ^ 

But all this he unhappily loft by ovfe rafh a£f, his at- 
'tempting to infringe upon the prieftly/office, and to burn 
incenfe upon the facred altar? lie wa/, however, ftrongly 
oppofed by the then high-prieft AzJriab, at the head of 
fourfeore other zealous piiefts, wlfo reprefented to him 


in vain, that it was a province/ which belonged only 
to the fons of Aaron ; the infatuated king would not de- 
fift from it, till he felt himfelf Afltten with leprofy m 
fuch a Hidden and extraordinary \tnaniier, as made him 
fenftble, that it was lent from Go 0, as a punifhment for 
his pwefumption. The pjiefb , as Toon as they perceived 
the firft tokens of that polluting di'eafe appear in his fore- 
head, were going to force him oujt of the teinple ; but 
Azartah was by that time ft nick with fuch terror and rc- 
morle (H), that he faved them that trouble, and made 

what 


(H) The reafon of Uzziab's able circumftance, which ac-* 
being thus miraculoufly Imit- companied this punilhment, if 
ten with leprofy, is only found we may take his word for it ; 
in the book of Chronicles. Jfe- namely, that, while the king 
fepbus (57) adds a very remark- perilled to threaten the priefo^ 

(57) Ant % U ix. c » 12. 

L 4 who 
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what hafle he could, not only but of that facred place, 
hut even out of the city, and went to live in a feparate 
Jioufe, where he continued, infedled with that diftemper, 
feci tided fiom common focietv, and deprived of the regal 
power, unto the day of his death ; and was buried in a 
Hit ^/c^.fepulcre, apart, adjoining to that of his anceftors *. He 
died in the fifty-fecond year of his reign, and the fixty- 
eighthlyear of his age m $ and was fucceedcd by his fon 
Jot ham,' who had taken the government upon him imme- 
diately after his father’s feclufion. The author of the 
Chronicles adds, that Uzziab’s hiftory was written by 
Ifaiah the fon of Amos n ; but we find nothing now of 
him in the writings of that prophet, but his name °. 

T w o years before AzariaV s death, Pekahiah fucceeded 
his faf?ag Menahem'm Ifrael ; and, after two years reign, 
was ArtfleCr in his own palace by P*kah the fon of Rema - 
murdered, l\ a b one of his generals, who afe^nded the throne about 
and fuc - 

a year before ,Jotbam fucceeded his father in Judah . The 
Vlh • thefe two princes was very oppofite ; Pekah 

Year of WaS a ^n nce > followed the fteps of his pre- 

^ 1 2 Chron. xxvi. per tot._ ® 2 Kings xv. z. » 2 Chron, 

Bef 5 


Tekahinh 
kin? of 

Ifrael 


ib. ' 


chr /- ver * 22 > 2 3 * 

who oppofed his impious de- 
fign, God fent a miraculous 
earthquake, which had this 
double effed, that it Opentd the 
roof of the temple, though 
the crack of which that >ay of 
light fell upon his face, which 
covered it with le ( >rofy ; 
and, 2. that it rent a noun- 
tain in two, which floo at a 
final l diftance from Jerhfalem , 
one half of which, 'having 
rolled about four furlongs, flop- 
ped againft another mountain, 
choked the highway, and .co- 
vered the king’s garden all over 
with rubbifh. 

Some of the prophets (58), 
indeed, fpeak of an earthquake 
which happened in Uzziah's 
davs; but, befides that nei- 
ther they, nor the facred hjfto- 


See Ifai. i. r. vii, 1. 


rian, mention any thing of its 
wonderful effeds againll that 
monarch, it is plain, that Jo - 
fephus muft be mitfaken in his 
chronology, who makes it to 
have happened towards the lat- 
ter end of that monarch’s life ; 
for he exprefly fays, that he 
died of grief foon after / where- 
as the former of the prophets 
above-mentioned fays, that the 
earthquake happened in the 
days of Uzztab, and of Jero- 
boam ll. Nowit is plain, as 
the learned Ufier obferves, that 
this was long before Uzziab 
was fmitten with leprofy, be- 
caufe his fon Jotbam , who took 
the government upon him im- 
mediately upon his feclufion, 
was not born till fome time 
after Jeroboam's death (59). 


($$) Amos i, x, Zccbar. x iv. 5. 


( 59 ) Uffcn a nr, Jub A . M. 3221 . 

decellb^ i 
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deceflors ; To that his reign proved troublcfome and im- 
fuccefsful, arid ended in a violent death : Jotham was*Jotham 
twenty-five years old when his father died ; he was a wife^g °T 
and pious prince, and appears to have inherited all his Judah, 
father’s virtues, without any of his vices ; and was blefled 
with extraordinary fuccefs. Pekah , having made a league 
with Rezin king of Syria 9 made an attempt a gain fir Ju- 
dah ; but was foon forced to go back, and defend Vis owii ( 
territories againft Tiglath-pilefer king of AJJyria, m wqo had 
invaded the land of Naphtali 9 taken the moft confider- 
able towns of it, and carried that whole tribe japtive into 
his own kingdom ; whilft Jotham gained feveral corffyJer- 
able advantages againft his neighbours, efpecially againft 
the Ammonites , whom he brought under a year; 1 v tribute* 
of. ioo talents of filver, 10,000 meafures of and 

the fame quantity of barley 0 ; as we have fee n eifewfaire p . 

At length, having repaired and beautified the temple, for- 
tified the city, and done many, other pubi.*' ads 9 Jotham Year of 
died in peace, after he had reigned fix teen y&ft; was jhe flood 

fucceeded by his foil Ahaz. As for Pebah^ after he had I ^°9; 
had the mortification to fee one who^e tribe torn from® e ^ ^r. 
him by a foreign power, and his kingdom, during the Jaft JJjW* 
ten years of his icign, reduced into ar/archy and rebellion, 
be was murdered and fucceeded Ljy Hofljca the fon of 
Elab, in the twentieth year of lus reign 9 , and about 
three years after Jotham' $ death, ( 

However, he was more fucceffful, during thofe three 
laft years, againft Ahaz , Jotham *4 yn worthy fon, whofe 
impieties made his reign as unfortunate and inglorious, as 
that of his father had been gloriouh and fuccefsful. He 
was fcarce feated on the throne, before his kingdom was 
invaddl by the joint-forces of th l kings of Ifrael and 
Syria. Ahaz was then under thclutmoft confternation, Ahaz/ 
at the news of two fuch powerful enemies coming yx$M°lj tr0 ** 
againft him 5 and feems to have expefted nothing 
than the total dilfolution of the Jewijh monarchy $ when ce Jy u 
Jfaiah the fon of Amos (Ij, who had begun to prophefy™ 7 ^*' 

even 

0 2 Chron. xxvii. 5. p See before, vol. ii. p. 148. 

* z Kings xv. palT. 2 Chron. xxvii. per tot. See alfo Usser. 
an, fub A. M. 3245. and the margin of our Bible on 2 Kings 
xv. 30. 

(I) Ifaiah , called from the rage and eloquence for that im~ 
womb to be a prophet (60), portant office (61), is affirmed 
and endowed with fingular cou- by the Jews, and believed by 
( 5 o) \V id* Ifat . xJix, 1, 6? fiff. (6x) Ibid . J, 4, 


many 
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Year of even from the latter end of Uzziah 9 s r reign, came to 
the flood him from the Lord, to affure him, that thofe two princes 
1 V 76. fliould try their ftrength in vain againft Jerufalem , which 
Bef. Chr. they we ie about befieging s . At the fame time, to affure 
^ 77 2 * him, that the final end of the Jewifh monarchy, which 

' he feared, was far enough off, he bid him afk a lign of 

God, though ever fo hard, and it fhould be granted to 
hifti. Here the king, whether out of refpedt, or de- 
4 fpondtmcy and unbelief, refufing to afk for the promifedfign, 
u the pfopliet affured him from the Lord, that before that 
time came, a virgin Jhould conceive and bear a fon , and 
call his ndme Himmanu-el, or God vuith us 3 and fo 
on £K). No 

r *' I# s ^id. v “' ! > 2 * & feqq. 2 Kings xvi. j. 

See vol. ii. p.314, & feqq. f 

many Gbriftiansp to have been (K) 7 ’his vve take to be a 
the crandfqp^T 7 oafh king 6 f much more natural fenfe of 
Ju (h 7 ) 7 HTsfirft vlfion was that prophecy, than to fup- 
about tlie latte^enihof i T zziab 7 s pofe, as fome have done (64), 
reign (62), but hishprophecies that fuch a miraculous child 
relate to his fuccefi&rs ; name- was really born in Abac's time, 
ly , the firft fix chapters to t to affure him of the promifed 
JothaMy the fix nexi to his deliverance : for as there is not 
fon Abax, and the reAto He- the leaft mention of fuch an ex- 
zekiab ; excepting that teveral traordinary birth; fo neither 
of them are interfperfed\vhich do we fee, that there was any 
relate to the Messiah, ^ncl to neceffity for it, in order tocon- 
the fate of feveral forei^i king- vince the defponding king, who 
doms. He is juftly ef cmed could not be ignorant of that 
the prince of the prophf for prophecy of Jacoby That the 
the inimitable loftinefs t dm?.- feeptre Jhould not depart from 
jelly ofhisflyle, as wei is for Judah—//// Shiloh <was co?ne 
the clearnefs of his propl (65 ) ; much lefs, that he was to 

He was highly refpt^lcd by fpring of the lineage of Da - 
the good kings, cfpecially by <vid. But what flaggered 
Hczekiahy who fent to confulc faith, and made him fear, that 
him upon all emergencies ; and the regal power was going to 
as ill treated by the bad tfnes, depart from his family, was, 
efpecially by Manajfeh* by that his two enemies had com- 
whom he is fuppofed to have bined to fet a llranger upon his 
been put to a cruel death, as we throne (66). All, therefore, 
have hinted dfewherc (63). that was wanting to difpel his 

(61) lea rabbin, cm *». T r id. <S? Iheron. in, JJji.paJJf, (62) If.n’.xi, 

T, £? ftqj. (63) Fid fup. •vol. 111. p. 1 1 3, not. (X). (64) Whitb % 

in toe. liteia! propht'C. & al. (65) Gen. xlix, 10* See before, •voL iii. 

p, 317. not, (G). (66) JJai. vii. 5, 

prefent 
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No fooncr had the firft part of the prophecy been ve- 
rified, and the city been delivered from the impending 
ruin, than the impious Ahaz gave himfelf up to the vileft 
impieties and idolatries, in which he far outwent the 
very worft of his predeceffors z ; till God was pleafed at laft 
to give him up to his two grand enemies. Rezin > to make 
himfelf amends for his ill fuccefs againft Jerufalet ^ went 
and recovered Eloth , a confiderable fea-port towrt upon 4 
die Red Sea , which Uzziah had taken from hirrl ; he re- 
paired and fortified it, drove the Jews out of it, and 
peopled it with his Syrian fubje&s ; and from that time 
the Jews never could retake it from his fuccefiors a. 

What havock he made in his territories, we have already, 
partly feen in the Syrian hiftory b . 

The king of IJrael was ftill more invete>^/e fuc- 
cefsful, and it is no£ eafy to fay how far he mjght have 
carried on his conquefts againft him, had not a prophet 
been fent from God to put a "timely flop H z A great 
had already killed in one fingle ba’ttle^ 120,000 of hi $fl au ghter 
braveft fubje&s, befides Maafeiah y Ahaz' s fon , and fame 0 / 
of the nobleft that were next his royjd perfon 5 and ha dj e & s - 


2 2 Chron. xxviii. 3, Sc feejq. 
before, vol. ii. p. 315. 



6 . 


b See 


prefent fears about it, was for confiijbi our fenfe of the pro- 
the prophet to affure him from phecy, and that the words 
God, that this Shiloh , pro- ougl\t # to be thus rendered : Fyr 
mifed to Judah and David, (or ruher, as the particle *0 
who was to forerun the total chi fe<*ms to import here, nay), 
excifion of the Jewife polity, btfori, this child can know good 
was tef be born in a miraculous from Yvil, this land, which thou 
manner, and with a divine cha* ( ip not abhorreft , as our 

rafter ; and other remarkable verfion renders it, but) art [0 
circ urn fiances, fuch as, he might felicitous about , or giveft up for 
be eafily fatisfied, had not as 'loft, {hall be bereaved of both 
yet happened in his kingdom. her kings ; by which, we 
As for that part of the pro- thijjk, ought to be underfiood, 
phecy, which is commonly not the kings of Syria and If 
urged on the other fide, name- rael, for the former could not 
ly. Before this wonderful child be called her ( Canaan's) king ; 
Jhall know good from evil , the and the latter had but a (hare 
land which thou abhorxef Jhall in it, at beft ; but the kings of 
be forfaken of both her kings Ifrael and Judah , as it really 
(67) ; we think, that, if it be was before the coming of the 
rightly underftood, it will rather Messiah, 


(«/0 fe 
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. likcwife taken 200,000 captives, whom they were carry- 
ing away to Samaria ; when Oded, that was the prophet*$ 
name, flopped them fhort, and afked them, whether they 
did not think it enough to have made fuch a horrid and 
imiverfal daughter of their brethren, unlefs they carried 
away a much greater number into flavery. He added, that 
thougly the idolatries of "Judah had drawn thofe heavy 
' judgnrfcnts upon that unfortunate tribe ; yet, if they per- 
fifted* to* carry thofe innocent prifoners into captivity, 
their cruelty would bring down much feverer ones upon 
themfelves. He concluded, with exhorting them to be 
contented with the rich plunder they had got, and to fend 
their captives back to Jerufalem ; which they at length 
comply with. This fpeech even worked fo far upon 
thenwmi**hey did not difmifs them without fome fignal 
, tokens of pity and humanity u . 
theH rael Whilst a ff a ‘ rs were in this difmal plight, the 

ites 'n ~ Edorn ites Phi li/lines ' invaded other parts of his 

made him ^ anc lT the former of whom carried away a great number 
* of captives, ahd the latter recovered feveral confiderable 
frontier-towns frohi him x . In this extremity, he had 
recourfe to his old ally the king of Ajfyria , whom to 
gain to his afliftance\ he made no fcruple to ftrip both 
temple and city of alk^the gold and filver. Tiglatb-pilefer 
received his prefents, hut, inftead of coming to affifl him 
againft the confederateikings, he turned his whole ftrength 
againft that of Syria, under pretence of caufing a diver- 
fion (L) ; and, havingr killed Rezin , and feized upon his 
capital y , Ahaz came thither to pay a vifit to him, upon 
whatdefign is not eafy oguefs ; and, at his return, notonly 


* z Chron. xxviii. frdm ver 
ii. p. 315, & feqq. y z Jbhron. 
vol. ii. p. 315, & feqq. 

(L) This is, at leaft, the 
belt way to reconcile the book 
of Kings and that of Chroni- 
cles; the former of which ftys, 
that he came to Ahaz" s aflift- 
ance ; and the latter, that he 
did not, but rather {heightened 
him (68). 

Among the curiofiteis Ahaz 
faw at Damafcus , he was fo 
taken with the elegance of an 
heatheniih altar, that he caufed 


6 to 16. * See befol-e, vol. 

xxviii. 17, 18. See alfo before, 

a model to he taken of it, 
and to be fent to Urijab the 
high-prieft, with orders that he 
fliould caufe one to be made after 
it, and to be fet up in the temple. 
Urijab dared not difobey, bu£ 
caufed the altar to be made, 
and to be placed in the room of 
the old one, which had been 
fet up by Solomon ; which laft 
was put by on the north fide 
of it. 


( 63 ) Conf. 2 Kings xv\ 7, & fefl. 2 Chrsn, xxviii. 20, 2J. 
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offered up incenfe, and a vaft quantity of facrifices, His ido/a- 
upon his new altar ; but foon after caufed the temple to 
fhut up, whilft he reared others in every corner of Je- • 
rufalem , and every-where elfe, to the Syrian gods, which 
he faid had been fo fuccefsful againft him ; and, liaving 
abandoned himfelf to the moft abominable idolatries, fi- 
nifhed his impious reign in the thirty-fixth year of his ag death* 
and was fucceeded by his fon Hezekiah : he reigned fix- ^ ear °f 
teen years and was buried in Jerufalem , not H7 the 
fepulcre of David , of which he was efteemed unyvorthy, r%ac Z A] 
but in fome other place by itfelf z . * 2 ^ lr * 

The kingdom of Jfrael , all this while, was in no better 
plight than that of 'Judah : Pekah had paid dear for .his ^ 
iuccefs againft it, being murdered by Hojhca foon after 
his return ; that is, in the fourth year of Ahaz . This re- 
volution, however, proved fo diftafteful to the^ P?«elites 9 
that it caufed a kind of anarchy, which lafted almoltl*ine 
years; during which ’time, Hojhea found it a 'difficult Hoihea 
tafk to keep himfelf upon the throne : and, after he had ^ 
quelled thefe commotions, and began to reign nioic pw..ce- - rae ’ 
ably, we do not find, that he made any noftile attempt, 
either againft Ahaz , or his fucccflor (H). 

In the mean time Hezekiah had afcd*nded his father’s 
throne, in the 25th year of age, and in the 12th, or, 
as the text hath it, in the thiid year of Hojhea* s reign ; good reign. 
that is, abating the fit ft nine years of anarchy, which hap- 
pened in the beginning of his reigif 3 . It was not diffi- 
cult for him to difeover the fource hf all Judah's misfor- 
tunes, and the moft effectual meAijp to retrieve them t. 
this is what he fet about with the utmoft diligence and 


y 2 Kings xvi. 2. 
ub. fup.* 


z 2 Chron. xxviii. ult. a See Usher, 


(H) He had, indeed, other 
bufmefs upon his hand ; Shal - 
manefer had, by this time, fuc- 
ceeded Tiglatb pilefer in djfy- 
ria 1 and whether Hojhea had 
been forced to make ufe of 
his afliftance to fettle him- 
felf upon his throne, or whe- 
ther his predecelTor had com- 
mitted any hoftilities againft 
IJrael, during his alliance with 
Ahaz , Hojhea was, by fome 

( 70 ) 2 Ki’igi 


means not mentioned in the 
text, become tributary to Af- 
Jyria (70), and was endeavour- 
ing to free himfelf from that 
yokfi, by courting So, king of 
Egypt , to an alliance with him. 
This attempt proved the fource 
of new Roubles, which ended 
at laft in the total excifion of 
the IJraelitiJh monarchy, as 
we fhall fee very foon. 


Xvii. 3 , feqj m 


application. 
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Thetem « application. He began with opening the temple, and 
fie opened commanded the priefts and Levites to renew the daily 
and furi- worfhip of God, according to the law of Mofes. This 
fod. 'good work was begun on the firft day of the year, it being 
the fa£bath b , and was finifhed on Saturday the 16th of 
the fame month. The king then affemblcd the elders of 
Judah on the next morning, and went with them to the 
temple, attended with the priefts and Levites , and a nu- 
merous croud of people. Here they began to offer up 
the proper offerings to expiate the fins of the nation ; 
after which, they facrificed fuch numbers of burnt and 
peace-offerings, that the priefts, who affifted at the cere- 
marly, being infufficient for the fervite, were obliged to 
call in the Levites to their affiftance, and thefe accepted 
the office with the utmoft readinefs and joy. All this 
wbileT^he air was filled with the found of the trumpets, 
and'other mufical inftruments, and with the voices of the 
fingers/ who accompanied the ceremony with pfalms and 
hymns fuit^Ke to that * extraordinary folemnity, which 
was -p tTjTTuude(l with expreifions of the utmoft joy and 
fatisfa&ion, both in the king and people. It could not, 
indeed, hut be a pleafing fight, to fee a king and nation 
fo fuddcnly turned from the worfhip of the filthieft idols, 
to that of the living God c .„ One misfortune there was, 
however, that the feafon was paft for celebrating the paff- 
over ; that folemnity was to begin on the eve ot the 14th 
day of that month, find it was now the 17th ; hut their 
zeal pointed to thenran expedient out of the law of Mofes , 
p where it is prefcribe^, 1 that thole, who, by reafon of any 
legal impediment, could not celebrate that feftival on the 
firft, fhould do it on the fecond month d . The good king 
poftponed it accordingly, and made ufe of that interval, 
to fend circular letteis through his whole kingdom, to 
A fclemn invite his fubjeJls to be prefen t at that feaft, on the 14th 
fujfo'ver of the next month. His piety went further \ and the 
celebrated miferies, under which the idolatrous Ifraclites groaned, 
infpired him with a defire of endeavouring, at leaft, to 
woik a reformation in that unhappy kingdom : to this 
Ifrael /«. end, he fent a moft pathetic letter to them, wherein he 
lifted to ,/difcovered to them the fourceof all their misfortunes, and 
ly the king exhorted them to return to the worfhip of the true God, 
and to prefent theinfelves before him at the enfuing fo- 
lemnity, as the moll effectual means, not only to avert 

b 2 Cbron xxix. 3, & feqq. c Ibid, per tot. d See 

before, p. 21, & ieqq. & not. 
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his future judgments, but even to obtain from him the 
gracious recalling of their unhappy brethren, whom the 
kings of AJfyria had carried into captivity c (N). 

Whilst the king’s mefTengers took their progtefs from 
Dan to Becrjhcba y the "Jews were taken up with burning 
and demolifhing of all the idols, altars, and other idola- 
trous monuments, which had been reared in Jerufaletn ; 
fo that that metropolis was thoroughly purged, before the « 

appointed feftival was come., By this time the city was ^tveralof 
filled with people, not only from all the parts of \h£king- f ^ m come 
dom, but alfo from that of IJ'rael , out of the tribes 0 {tothefipfi 
Ajhcr , Zcbulun , Manajjeb , and IJfachar (O)T This fo- 
lemnity, the like to which had not been obferved fincc 
the latter end of Solomon’ s reign f , infpired the people with, 
fuch uncommon zeal, that, as foon as they \ etc dif- 

c 2 Chron. xxx, 6, ic feqq. f 2 Chron. xx*. paiT. 

(N) This fhevvs, that TV- of his fubjedts, ""ho ramc to 

ghtb-pilefer , or hi^ fucceffor, the feaft, either had not had* 
had invaded part of Hojhcct s time enough to purify them- 
kingdom ; and it is probable, fclves, or, which is as proba- 
that it was at this time that he ble, the very memory of thofe 
laid it under a tribute ; unlef# ncceft'ary preparatives had been 
we will fuppofe, withfomeau- quite obliterated in Ifrael , du- 
thors (77), that it had begun ring fo long an interval of dif- 
in Pul\ time, [bee the next ufe, lb that they ventured to 
note.] eat the paffover with the reft, 

(O) Thefe did not indeed without regard to the illega- 
come in fuch numbers, there lity oT it. Some, therefore, 
being many, even of thefe tour acquainted Hezekiab with it ; 
tribes, as well as of the other but the king, who had nothing 
five, who made a jeft of the more at heart than to cherifti 
king's pious invitation ; not their pious zeal, cafily over- 
that Hojbea did in any way op* looked that circnmiianre, and 
pofe it, for it doth not appear piayed to God to do the fame, 
that he did. On the contrary, However, for the fake of thofe 
as he is recorded to have been of his own people, who were 
far lefs wicked than any of his alfo unpurified, among whom 
predeceffors (78), it is proba- werefcveral prieiis and Lc<vites, 
ble the bad fituation of his :tf- he ordered the feftival to be cc- 
fairs may have induced him to lebrated another feven days, 
embrace any means that would that none might be excluded 
render Providence more propi- from it. 

tious to him. However, thofe 


( 77 ) Wd' Caftnet, hiji, V, T. tern. Hi, clap. 47 , aS jin. 
Jtvii. a,, 


(•*) a 

jniflid 
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miffed /rom it, they went about deftroying all the old 
relka of idolatry, each in their refpe&ive countries, the 
king himfelf encouraging them by his example, till he had 
Utterly cjeared his kingdom from them. Even the very 
brafen ferpent, which Mofes had caufed to be fet up in 
the wildernefs g , Hezekiah ordered to be broken in pieces, 
becaufe he found, that the people had offered incenfe to it ; 
and, in contempt, called it Nehujhtan j that is, a piece 
f< of # bra§' h . 

\ Hi% next care Was to reftore all the branches of the 
worfhip of God, to make an exa& fcrutiny into the 
genealogies pf the priefts, Levites , and muficians, in order 
to fettle their feveral claffes, according to David's model. 
He provided for their maintenance, by reviving the laws 
of Mofes concerning the firft-fruits, tythes, redemption, 
vo ws, Snf fuch-Iike, relating to the Lcvitical revenues ; 
fo that, by'Oftober following, whgn all the fruits were 
brought in, they had received their income, and proper 
diftribution h^dbeen made of it among them K Hezekiah y 
Hezeki- € a ]j thiV while, was blefTed with fuccefs equal to his piety ; 
ato/ac- and> 

as foon as v he found himfelf ftrong enough to free 
€9 f Sm himfelf from the tribute which the Ajjyrians had forced 
« from his predeceflbr, he with-held his hand from paying 
it, and turned his forces again!} the Philifiines , over whom 
he got fuch confiderable advantages, that he regained, 
with ufury, all that they had got during Aha%\ unhappy 
reign k . • 

Ifracl in- It fared quite otherwife with the kingdom of Ifrael ; 
vaded. apd Hojhea , little dreaming how near it was come to its 
final period, was only thinking how to free it from the 
AJfyrian bondage. But Shalmanefcr , who kept, no doubt, 
a watchful eye over him, foon difeovered and broke all 
his meafures. To work his overthrow more effectually, 
he took care to fecure the land of Moab y by razing their 
two chief cities according to Ifaiah’s prophecy de-, 
nounced three years before m , and laying wafte all that 
land, and that of Ifracl , till he was come to the gates of 
Samaria Samaria , and had laid clofe fiege to it. Hojhea had, how- 
befieged ever, fo well fortified hfmfelf in that city, that it held 
mnd taken. out alinoft three years againft the AJfyrian king. The 
text gives us no further particulars, cither of this fiege or 

s Num,xxi. 8, &feq. i Kings xviii. 4. 1 2 Chron. 

xxxi. paff h See before, vol. ii, p. 253. 1 Ibid, 

p. 138. See alfo Usher’s ann. fub A. M. 3280. ® Jfai. 

XV. 1, & feqq. 
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war, exctpt that, after the takihg of that metropolis, ijxtfbe fad 
reft of the kingdom was forced to fubmit to the conqueror \ond of tit 
and that both the king all his fubjeCts were carried awayJfraelicilh 
into captivity, and difpofed of into the fame provinces of &**gdom. 
that empire, whither their brethren had been fent in a °f 
former reign (P) ; but we have a dreadful account of it 1 
in fome of the prophets, who deferibe the diftrefs of ^ 

people iri the ftrprigeft terms in ; The Ajfyriam committed # * Tm 
the moft horrid cruelties againft their captives, rippiqg up Al. 
their pregnant women, and dafhing their children againft 
the ground n ; and, having reduced Samaria iqto a heap 
of rubbifh °, and laid wafte all the land, returned home 
laden with the fpoil of Jfrael. As for the land, into which 
the ten tribes were carried, it has been fought with no fmall 
pains by the learned of all ages : what the rnoft, probable 
conjecture is concerning it, will be beft feen in the next 
chapter. This was the fad and fatal end of the Ifiaelitijh 
kingdom p, after it had flood divided from that of Judah 
254 years 9 . It happened in the 6th«year of Hezaliah^ 
and in the 9th of HoJhea . A great number, however, 
of the Ifraelites efcapcd with their lives, fome into 
Egypt , and a much greater number into the kingdom of 
Judah ; where they weaned jhemfelves, by degrees, from 
their former idolatries and rebellion, and became fubjcCts 
to Hezekiah , and his fucccfTors. On the other hand, the 

^Hofh. pair, n Ch. x. 8, 14. o Micah i. 6, 
p 2 Kings xvii. paff. * Vid. Us.sej. ann. in A. M. 3283'. # 

See alfo vol.iii. p. 238. 

(P) The fitft book of the 
Chronicle* tells us, that God 
ftirred up Pul and Tiglath-pile - 
fir, kings of Affyria , againft 
the impious Ifiaetites } and that 
the latter carried away the 
two tribes and half from be- 
yond Jordan , and fent them 
wto the countries of Ha/a, 

Habor, ind Hara, 2nd to the 
river Go*an (78). And the 
book of Tobit adds, that the 
tribe of Napbtali, of which 
Tobit was, "being carried away 
by Enemefar , who is the fame 

(78) I Cbr$n t v. ult. 

Vql. IV. 


with Shalmanefer , was placed 
in the province of Media, and 
himfelf in the capital of it, 
called Rages , where he left ten 
talents with his kinfman (79). 
What thofe countries were; 
which we mentioned out of the 
Chronicles, and how they ate 
underftood, belongs to another 
chapter 5 but it is plain by 
this, that there was at leaft 
a double invafion of the land of 
lfrael by the Jjfyrians, and a 
double captivity. 


(- 9 ) Cap . I pajjl 

M AfTyrianS) 



m 


t . TtoMMy Sft fcje** . . "'mvf. 

jtfiyrJahs, Jofephus fays Sbalmanejer % but it was mere 
probably Sennacherib^ fent colonies from federal of their 
provinces, but chiefly from Cutbak> to repeople the land 
of j tfrael, from whence thefe new inhabitants came to be 
called Cutheans 8 ( QJ. * 

Hezekiah Hezeki ah all this while had enjoyed a profound peace 

revolts, in his kingdom ; and Sennacherib , the new king of AJfyria, 
Ydar of contested himfelf with the tribute which both he and 
the #006 pr^decelTor paid to him ; but, as foon as he found him 
to fail in it, he came againft him with a powerful army, 
Bef.Chnft an( j f^ om him a great number of fortified cities, in 
V 3 - fo flaort a time, as feemed to threaten nothing lefs than 
the total ruin of the whole kingdom. Hezekiah , who 
by Senna- ^ aw ^ crror t0 ° ^ ate ? had no wa y left to retrieve it, but 
cherib. by a fpde 4 .Y fubmiflion ; he fent an embafiy to Sennacherib , 
acknowledging his fault, and promising him to fubmit to 
whatever* terms he fhould impofe upon him ; and accom- 
panied it with * the richeft prefents, for which he was 
forced to ftrip the temple, and his own treafury, ofalltheir 
filver and gold. This wrought fo well upon the con- 
queror, at leaft for the prefent, that he returned with his 
army, without infliding any other penalty, than a yearly 
tribute of 300 talents of filver, and 30 talents of gold. 
But this refpite, though fo dearly bought, did not laft 
long ; for the treacherous AJfyrian king, who continued 

r Ant. J.ix. c. 14. • 2 Kings xvii. 24. Vid.Jo- 

jsifh. ubi fup. j 

(Q) The text adds (8c), from their refpeftive countries, 
that thefe new colonies were And here began a new kind of 
like to have been deftroyed by religion, not unlike that of the 
lions, Jofephus fays, by pefti- 1 /raelites ; confiding in the 
lcnce(8i), opon their very firft worfhip of the true God, and 
fettlement, for their difregard of a number of falfe deities, 
to God ; fo that they were Hence fprang that mutual ha- 
forced to fend into AJfyria, to tred between the Jews and Sa- 
delire the king to give them maritans , the former abomina- 
' fome Ifraelitijb priefts, to in- ting even the name of the lat- 
ftruft them how to worihip and ter ; and thefe always difown- 
appeafe him. This being com- ing any kindred with them in 
plied with, they fet themfelves time of adverlity, though for- 
immediately about it, but with- ward enough to claim it in time 
out forfaking that of their own of profpenty (82). 
gods, which they had brought 

(80) a Kinvi Xvii. 15, (£ fiff* 

(8?.j Idem ibid. 


(81) Ant, f,ix, e. 14. 

ftil\ 
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ftill at ttichijh, foon after f|^t his army, under the 
command of Tartan , Rabfaris, and RabJhakeh> dire&ljr' 
againft Jerufalem ; fo that Hezekiah faw himfelf in much, 
greater danger than ever of loiing his kingdom and liber- 
ty, if not his life. 

Whilst thefe were coming againft him, the king Prepara* 
made all proper preparations for a brave defence $ he factions 
tified the city, repaired the wall of it, furrounded it with againft 
another wall, fenced it with towers, and laid in*good 
ftore of arms and provifions for the fiege. HeMikfcwife € 
caufed all the fountains about the city to be flopped ; and 
the courfe of the brook Gihon, which watered all^tha* 
region, to be turned another way, to cut off, as mucR as 
poffible, all fupply of water from the enemy. This done, 
he called together all his chief officers to one of tH gates 
of the city ; and exhorted them, in a grave and pious 
fpeech, to rely wholly* upon God, to behave ith be- 
coming valour, and by no means to be difeouraged at the 
number and ftrength of the faitfilefs (Tyrians b (R). 

The 1 

b 2 Kings xviii. 13 . & feqq. 


(R) It is not, indeed, eafy to 
determine, whether all this was* 
done before his recovery from 
a dangerous illnefs, or after it ; 
more probably the latter ; and 
that his imminent danger, and 
the treachery of Sennacherib , 
brought it upon him ; for about 
this time he was feized with a 
dangerous difeafe, and fore- 
warned by the prophet Ifaiah 
to fet his affairs in order, fmee 
he would certainly die of it. 
The good king, who about a 
year or two before had received 
a fevere reproof from that pro- 
phet, and probably alfo about 
the fa'tne time from Micah the 
MoraJhite> for trultmg too 
much upon Egypt, and lacking 
for help from thence (1), re- 
ceived the dreadful fummons 


with inexpreffible grief, not 
doubting, in all likelihood, buc 
he had provoked God by it to 
fhorten his days, he being then 
but in the 38th year of his age 

(2) . Jofephus attributes this 
exceflije forrow to another 
caufe, namely, his dying then 
without an heir to fucceed hin* 

(3) ; which is riot at all impro- 
bable, becaufe his fon was but 
twelve years old, when he 
afeended the throne (4). As 
loon, therefore, as the prophet 
was gone, Hezehiab turned 
himfelf towards th^wall, and 
addrelfcd himfelf to God in the 
moll humble and pathetic 
terms, accompanied with a 
flood of tears ; which proved 
fuch powerful Advocates with 
the divine mercy, that the pro- 


(i) Comp. 2 Kings xvih. ii. 2 Cbtorr. xxxii. 14 , £? feqj. Ifai. xxxvi. 3f 
jefq, & Jertm. xxvi. ii>, (2} Comp 2 Kings xti:\ and the ls$ note- 

(3; Ant . /. x. 1 . 1 . (+) See z Kings xxi. i tJ 

M z phet. 
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The glorious promifiw made him on this emergent 
occafion by Ifaiiih % and which we have mentioned in the 
# laft note, did not, however, gain a full and immediate 
credit with the defponding king ; he could not eafily re** 
concile two fuch different meffages from the fame pro- 
phet ; and therefore thought, that he had a right to infift 
upon fo me more lignal proof to affure him of the laft* 
The prophet foon obtained, by his prayers, fuch an au- 
theme proof, as fhould at one convince both him and 
his v/holb kingdom, that it was backed with the divine 
fandtion. It was a retrogradation of ten degrees of the 
fun’s fhadotv, by the dial of the royal palace (S) ; after 
4 which 

pliet, who vVasfcarcegot out of he fell ill in the 14th year of 
the palace, was commanded by his reign, which was the year 
God to return, and carry the in wlpch the king of AJfyria 
dying monarch the joyful news began to invade his kingdom 
of his recovery, \vh ; ch would (9). 

prove jo fpeedy, that he fhould (S) The text runs literally 
be able, within thtee days to thus in the onginal ; And the 
go to the temple, and pay his Lopd It ought hock the Jhadvw 
thanks to God for it. And, of the peps , o> degrees, •whieh 
as a farther proof of the cili- nvas gone done hy the dial , or 
cacy of hisprtycr, Ifni ah was ‘degrees of Ahaz, ten degrees 
bid to affure him, that his ]>fe or jleps (ro) ; which wc pur- 
fhould be prolonged fifteen pofely take note e of here, at 
years, and himfelf and his king- we did before of a parallel mi- 
dom be delivered from tne im- racle (11), to Ihew that the 
pending danger ($). This lacred hiiloiiap had expreffed 
lickneff of the king is, indeed, himfelf in fucli terms as were 
poflponed in the facrcd hiilory , within reach of the vulgar, 
and related after that of his dc- and >et very compatible with 
li vcrance from the AJfyrimt ho (l the folar lyilem now commonly 

(6) : but it is plain, that it mull received. 

Jiave happened before it; 1. it is true, that Ifaiah, who 
Becaufe the prophet affures relates the llory in almoft the 
king, fiom God, both of that fame w'ords, and mentions only 
deliverance*, and of his ie- the (hadow, when he put it to 
covery ; and, 2. Bccaufe the king’s option, whether it 
he promifes him an ad- fliould go backwards or for- 
dition of fifteen years reign wards, add.>, that the fun went 

(7) . Now Hezekiah reigned back ten of the degrees which 
but twenty-nine years in all he had gone (12). But it is 

(8) ; from which the fifteen be- plain, that he intends no more 
fag fubtradled, it is plain, that than the rays of it. Thus the 

( $J 2 Kings XX. 1, & f'qq. If at. xxxviii. per tst . ( 6 ) Ibid. (7) * 

Kings xx. 6. ( v ) Ibid, xviii. 2. (9) Ibid, vir. 13. K ’d. Uffir t 

, j*b*A. M. 3291. p. 70. (10) 2 Kings xx. 11. (n) KiJ. f*p> vd. 

, in. p.qh Mt.(G). (12) Ijj. xxx via. 8 . Pfalmifl 
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which the king happily recovered by the time appointed, 
and composed that noble pfalm, wherein he exprefles the 

e^quifite-* 

Pfalmift fays, fhe fun /hall not now the molt received, becaufe 
hurt thee by day , nor the moon attended with feweit diflicul- 
by night (89) ; and in Jonah, that ties, will lave us a great many 
the fun beat up on his head (90), needlcfs inquiries; fuch afe 
by which can be only meant thofe that follow : Whrft por- 
his beams. The words, there- tion of time is implied by thofe 
fore, of the prophet may be ten degrees : How much the 
naturally rendered thus ; and day was lengthened by- # it : 
the beams of the fun (being Whether this miraculous irre- 
miraculoufly indebted) caufed gularity was afterwards reco- 
the fl^adovo to go back over ten vered, and the courfe of na- 
ff/ the degrees, or dept, which turc was again h* Ilened, by 
it had puffed upon Alias's 1 * dial, fame miraculous power, to 
or flight of lleps. its priftine harmony* either 

For to fuppofe, that the bjf fub trading as much from 
whole fabric of the \inivcrfe the night as had been add- 
went back, or that even the c d to the dav, or by any 
earth alone did fo, was unne- other way : Whether the mi- 
cdTary, becaufc the bufinefs rade was felt all the world 
was not to lengthen the day, as # over, or only in Judea : and 
it was in Jojhua , but only to many more of the like nature, 
put the fhadow back fo many Archbilhpp Vjher, who be^ 
degrees. Befides, by the tenor lieved that the whole frame of 
of the whole hiitory, it feems heaven went backward at this 
as if the thing was done in an time, doth yet obferve, that 
inftant, and not gradually, the Divflne Providence fo or-« 
What need, then, is there to de red it, that the conitant and 
fuppofe, fhat God interpofed ever felf-like motion and bar- 
his miraaulous power, to caufe mony of the heavenly bodies 
fuch a rctrogrc(Iion,even in the received no hindrance from it ; 
bare earth, when the end he proves it by three previous 
might be aniwered by the foie cchpfes of the moon, out of 
inflection of the fun’s rays ? Ptolemy, whofc calculation, be- 
To fay that either of them was ing traced back from this time, 
equally eafy to an omnipotent coincides as exa&Iy with the 
power, is true, but unphilofo- Cbfildban account, as if no 
phica!, becaufe it were abfurd fuch retrogrcllvm had (upperi* 
to fuppofe, that Gon acts with ed in nature (91). 
lefs ceconomy in his fuperna- But what confirms (till far- 
tural, than he doth in his na- tlier, that the whole mira- 
tural works. cle conliiled in the bare rever- 

This hypothecs of the in- (ion of the fun’s beams, is, 
fle&ion of the rays, which is that if either the fun or the 

Pfalm exxi. 6. (90) Jentb iv. 8- (91) Sub J. M» 3291* p- 7 *' 

M 2 earth 
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exqufoteneft of his anguifh and grief, ac^nOWlogw fche 
infinite mercy of his divine deliverer, and promifes to be 
* ever- 

earth be fuppofed to have gone when we ean find fo many 
back fo many degrees, jt muft footlieps of the fun’s ftanding 
have been perceived all over ftill in JoJhua% time, that is, 
the world. But the contrary upwards of 730 years before 
feems*pl$in to us, from the (93). For thefe reafons, we 
embalty which Merodacb-Ba - fhall wave all farther inquiries, 
tadan fent to Hezekiah , to in- which refult from the other 
form himfetf about this mira- fide of the queftion ; and only 
culous phenomenon (91); for add fome few remarks con- 
if it had been feen at Babylon, cerning the molt probable fi- 
there would have been no ne- gure of the dial in the text, 
cefiity for* fending into Judea And here it is commonly 
to know the truth of it ; and obfer/ed, 1. That the original 
it is hardly to be fuppofed, that JYPyO meghaioth, doth fignify 
he fent thither to be informed no more than lteps or iuirs. 
about the caufe of ’it. The 2. That the Seftuagint and 
Babylonians were much better Chaldee paraphrafl render it, 
aflronomers than the Jews ; or the former and 

rather, thefe laft were known the latter by pfc 5 a Jioue 

to be perfectly ignorant of that a of time , accordingly. 3. That 
fcience, as we have feen clfe- the Jews did not reckon by, 
where (22). Ir feems then or had even a name for hours, 
much more probable, that this before the captivity (94). 4. 

xetrogreilion was only felt a- That the invention of gnomon 
bout Judea ; and, if fo, it dials is reckoned of much later 
cannot be better accounted for, date, it being attributed to 
than by fuppofmg an inflection Anaximander, whs didnotflou- 
©f the fun’s rays. rifh till almofl 200 years after 

We need not add, that if it fjezekiab. And, laltly, that 
bad been felt all the world there is not a word of a fun- 
pver, or even beyond Judea, dial in all the writings of Ho- 
we ftiould certaiply find fome mer . All which are looked 
footfteps of it in profane hiflo- upon as a ftrong prefumptioq 
ty ; it being hardly to be fup- at leaft, that it might be no- 
pofed, that fo remarkable a thing elfe but a kind of afeeot 
change could go unobferved, or leading up to the gate of the 
unrecorded, at a time when palace, and marked at proper 
the world yielded fo many diftances with figures, fhewing 
good aflronomers f and hiflo- the divifion of the day, rather 
rians, or that the memory of tfian a regular piece of dial- 

Jhould be flnee intirely loll, work. Notwithflanding al| 

(91) Vid. t Cbron. xxxii. 3T. (92) Vide fup. vot. iii. f. 31, & ftp 

( 93 ) x. 12. See alfo before , ibid. P. 464, & leaf. (94) Vid /fup. 
p, zy., 1 

^vhich* 



C. VH, . to tbs Babylomfii Captivity. 

^verlaftingly thankful for It. Tibe next part of the pro-, 
phet's promife, the deliverance ftom the Ajfyrian power* 
did not remain long unfulfilled. The generals prefented 
themfelves at the foot of the city- wall, to demand a par-* 
ley with Hezfkiah's minifters j and as foon as thefe ap- 
peared upon the battlements, attended with vaft crouds of 
people who came to hear the purport of their meflage, -K aA- 
Jhakeh addreffed himfelf to them in an haughty and threat- 
ening fpeech, filled with the moft bitter inve&iv^s, and # 
opprobrious language, not only againft the kmg, .buj cyen J 
ngainfl: the God of Ifracl. It was fpoken in the Hebrew 
tongue, to inje£t the greater terror into the liftening 
people ; and when they were defired to 1‘peak in Syriac 
to them, inftead of complying with their requeft, they 
only renewed their threatenings of reducing the kingdom 
to the word extremities, unlcfs they prevented it, by a 
timely yielding of tltfmfelves captives to the great Senna- 
cherib *. * 

This vapouring fpeech wa?, by the king’s order, an- 
fwered only by a deep iileiicc ; but *the Ajjyrian generals# 
being foon after infoimed, that their matter was foiced 

2 2 Kings xviii. 17, to the end. 2 Chron xxxii. 9, Sc feqq. 
Jfai. xxxvi. 2, Sc feqq. 'xxxvi;, i, ad io. 


which, we cannot but think, 
that the divifion of the day into 
34 equal parts was of much 
older date, as we have fticwn 
in a former note (94), though 
%hc Jews had not adopted it j 
and that there might be fome 
kind of dials invented by that 
time, which ihewed that dif- 
ference, and which king Abax % 
who was not fcrupulous about 
fuch matters, as wc lately faw 
by his new heathenilh altar, 
might introduce into Judea , 
Accordingly we have a much 
finer defcription of it in Gro- 
tius 9 out of one rabbi Eh ah 
C homer , who pretends, that it 
was a regular globe placed in 


the centre of an hollow hemi- 
fphere, on which were drawn, 
at proper diftances, the feveral 
lines which divided the day in- 
to twenty -four parts (95). We 
give it only upon his authority, 
without entering farther into 
the difpute ; for, whatever the 
form of the dial was, all that 
is meant by the text is only, 
that the fun’s ftiadow went back 
fo many degrees 5 and what por- 
tion of the day each degree 
might contain, is what cannot 
he? determined. Thofe read- 
ers, who defire to be further 
informed about this fubjeft, 
may confult the authors quo- 
ted in the margin (96), 


(94) See vo /.111. p. 230, & feyf. (M). (95) Fid, Grot . in loc. (96) Cynt, 

Ah** & Huron, tn loc. & tn If a, xxx\iii. $. Scahg . Grot, Vatnkl. Munfi, 
Stlmaf, Gafpar , San&ius> Lc Cicrc , Calmet , & al % 

M 4. la 



*tbe Bijtry Jew* 3. f. 

to go back to defend his own territories againft Tirbakab, 
king of Ethiopia , who was then invading him, they left 
Sennach t^Jerufalem, and marched direftly after him. But, before 
rib's proud Sennacherib departed from Lachtjh, he fent a threatening 
letter. letter to Hezekiah , to afliire him, that, if he ftilf perfifted 
* in his refufal of yielding himfelf his captive, hd would 
fhortly come again with double fury againft him, and 
make him feverely feel the effects of his own folly, and 
* vain confidence in God, whom he fhould find as weak 
and impotent againft his irrefiftible power, as thofe of 
many other nations had hitherto proved. As foon as the 
king^ had lead the letter, he went up to the temple, ac- 
companied with his chief minifters, and fpread it before 
the Lord ; and, in the humbleft terms, befought him, 
that he would make good his late promifcs, and vindicate 
his honour againft his infolent and blafphemous enemy, 
who had dared to level the GoV of heaven with the 
fenfelefs idols of the more fenfelefs heathen. He had 
fcarce ended his prayer, when he received a gracious an- 
fwer by the prophet lfaiah , importing, that though Sen- 
nacherib would certainly bring back his forces againft Je - 
rufalem , yet Goo would fo proteft it agunft them, that 
they fhould not fhoot an arrow againft, nor open a trench 
before it ; that this proud infuiting enemy fhould be forced 
to flee with fhame and lofs, and fall at length by the 
fword in his own land. This prophecy was likewife.fpofl 
after verified. Sennacherib returned againft Judah , flufhed 
with his late victory over the Ethiopians a , and breathing 
death and d eftru 61 101* againft the whole kingdom ; but, 
before he could have time to commit any hoftilities againft 
it, the beft part of his army was fmitten by an angel in one 
Vis mira- night, Jofepbus fays with peftilence b , infomuch that 
eulous 185,000 of them were found dead by the next morning. 

over- This dreadful judgment fo alarmed the proud AJfyrian 

throw, monarch, that he retired with the utmoft confufion and 
fpeed into his own capital, where he was foon after aflafl- 
floated by two of his fons, and fucceeded by a third c , as 
will be farther fecn in thq next chapter. Thus was IfaiaWs 
prophecy exactly fulfilled againft that blafphemous tyrant d 9 
and the kingdom delivered from the moft imminent dan- 
ger. As for Jlezeliahy he fuffered himfelf to be To elated 
by all thefe extiaordinary bleflings, that he brought a train 

* See Usher’s ann. fub A.M. 3292. etlfai. xxxviii. paff. 
b Ant. 1 . x. c. 2. c 2 Kings xix. 1, Sc feqq, to the end. i 
Citron. xxxii. 1, ad 22. Iflai. xxvi. xxvii. ptx tot. Ibid 1 ’ 
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of evils" ufcon himfelf and kingdom®. He had, about thi$ 
time, received a fpecial embafty from Berodach y or, asj 
ffaiab calls him, Merodach‘Baladan y king of Babyloft y 
to congratulate him upon his late fuccefs and Tecovery, 
and to inform himfelf about the prodigy of the fun’s re- 
trogreffion f ; and, as his fuccefs^ and the fpoils of his ene- 
my, had made him exceedingly rich, he took a particular 
pleafure in entertaining the embafladors with a fight of* aJJ 
the wealth, grandeur, and flrength of his court.an^ king-* 
dom (V). This brought IJ'aiab to the king, who ha 3 no 
fooner acquainted him with his own weaknefs and often- 
tation, than he received this dreadful meflage from^#OD ; 
that thofe very Babylonians , whofe eyes he had glutted 
with all the glory of his kingdom, would, in a fhort 
time, not only ftrip it of all that was valuable in it, but 
even carry away captive fome of his ofF-fpring, and make 
them eunuchs in thefr monarch’s palace ; at which Hezc - 
kiah was brought to fuch a fcnfe of his overfight, that 
he acknowleged the mildnefs of the fentence, fince he# 
was fuff'ered to end his days in peace g . Among others of 
his public a£fo, he is recorded to have made a large pool, 
and a conduit, to fupply Jerufalem with water ; and to 
have been an encourager of hufbandry, himfelf having 
numbcrlefs flocks and herds in his own pafture-grounds, 
befides vines and arable lands. He died in peace, in the Year of 
54th year of his age, and 29th of his reign, according to the flood 
the words of the prophet, and was buried in the chief eft 1655. 
of the fepulcres of the Jons of David. His funeral obftj- Bef. Chr. 
quies were performed with uncommon magnificence, not 693. 
only in the citv, but alfo throughout the whole kin^- V /YsJ 
dom h (W). " & 


Manasseh 


c 2 Chron. xxxii. 25, 26. 
xx. 12, & feqq. Xfaiah xxxix. 
Icings xx. 20. & 2 Chron. xxxii 

(V) The jubilee year feems 
likewife to have been about 
this time (97 }, at which fo- 
Jemnity there flocked a vaft 
concourfeof people to Jerufa - 
km i which could not but add 
very much to the magnificence 
of that court and metropolis, 
$>ecaufe, upon fuch ©ccaiions, 

, (97) ViL VJfcr , in J. ftf. 3295. 


f Tbid. ver. 32. *2 Kings 

per tot. b Comp, z 

. 32, & feqq. 

th^ wealthy men of the kingv 
dom were ufed to pour their 
rich prefents into the tem- 
ple, cfpecially after fuch fig 
mil fucccfles and deliverances 
as they had lately had ; and the 
text fays, that they did fo ac- 
cordingly (98). 

(W) Befides the prophets 

(9S) % Chon, xxxii. 23, & fay. 



*7* W* fflftw th*}w% y & l, 

Maoaf- Manasseh Was but twelve years of age when he fuo 
fch’s <wic- ceeded Hezekiah ; and, whether he Was naturally vicious* 
hir*ig*> or fell into the hands of wicked counfellors, we may date 
the dow$ifal, both of the kingdom and religion, from the 
fatal day of his afeending the throne. He feems not only 
to have ftrovc to outdo all his predeceflors in wickednefs* 
idolatry, tyranny, and facrilc-ge, but even to have ftieweq 
an. impious emulation to undo all that his pious father had 
JiisJacri- done, t .,a n d to a£t in direct oppofition to him (X). But 
thc«inoft execrable piece of wickednefs and fucrilcge was, 
his introducing thevileftof idolatries into the very temple 
of God, and caufing a gr aven image of the grove % a filthy 
idoli worfhiped with the vileft ceremonies, to be fet 
up in the moft facred place ; as if he had defigned to 
drive the God of If rad out of his habitation, and to 
difclaim at once all thofe great bleffings which he had 
promifed to David and Solomon , and to all that wor* 
Aliped him there *. 

For thefe abominations he was often and feverely re- 
' proved by feveral prophets, and threatened with the moft 
dreadful defolations upon himfeif and kingdom ; all which 
only exafperated him to exert the moft horrid cruelties 
againft them, and as many as dared to ftiew a diflike to 


1 2 Sam. vii. 13. 1 Kings viii. 29. ix. 3, & al. paffi 


Ifaiab and Micah , of whom we 
have hadoccafion to fpeak, Na- 
hum likewife prophefieckin the 
days of Hezekiah. It is he 
who foretold the dreadful de- 
ftruttion of Nineveh, which 
happenedafterwards in the days 
of Jofiah , and deferibes it in 
the moll lively colours (99). 

(X) Iiezekiab's firft care had 
been, as we have lately feen, 
to root all idolatry out of his 
kingdom, and to reftore* the 
fervice of the temple to its pri- 
stine order and fplendor. His 
gracelcfs fon, on the contrary, 
made it his ftudy to bai^fh re- 
ligion and morality out of it, 
to revive all the old idolatry. 


and to introduce new and un-t 
heard of deities, idols, and ce- 
remonies; befides witchcraft, 
forceries, and every wicked cu- 
flom that was ufed among the 
heathen far and near. Baal 
became now the favourite ob- 
ject of his worfhip ; the fun, 
moon, planets, and a vaft mul- 
titude of other heathenifh gods, 
had alfo their altars and groves 
eredted to them, both in Judah 
and Jerufalem . Moloch , and 
the valley of Hinnom , became 
more frequented than ever, 
the impious king encouraging 
his fubje&s to facrifice their 
children there, as Ahaz had 
done before. 


(99) Nab. pajf. & c. iii. 8 , & feqq* 


bis 



liis impieties. Jerufalem becirhe foon after the feene of HU wur- 
the moft horrid butcheries, which Manajfeh , now become dersand 
% tyrant of the firft magnitude, caufed to be exercifed oe tyranny* 

E ' rophets and priefts, nobles and people, indifferently, till 
e had filled that metropolis with blood, from the\>ne end 
to the other k. At length, Providence was pleafed to 
put a fignal flop to his bloody career, by delivering him 
into the hands of fome of the chief commanders of the 
JJJyrian army, who came upon him fo fuddenl\^ thatf< 
feeing no way to efcape, he went and hid himfelf tfl £ 
thicket. He was, however, foon brought out of it, and 
Joaden with chains, carried away into Babyloh , anchjhere 
caft into a dungeon by Efar-haddon , or JJfaradin , ktog 
of Affyria , who, according to Ptolemy* s canon, had made 
himfelf matter of Babylon about fix years before, and was 
by this time become /ole monarch over both empires 1 . 

The text neither tells us how this ^as done, His mifer- 
whether by an open invafnyi, or, which feems more able captb 
likely, by fome fudden incurfion,. nor in what year of<yi/y. 
Manajfeh' s reign it happened : the Jews affirm, that ft 
was in the 2 2d year, in which they are followed by the 
generality of our annalitts. However that be, the di- 
ftrefled king foon opened^ his eyes to all his mifearriages 
and impieties, which his profperity would not fuffer him 
to fee ; and, in the bitternefs of his foul, fent fo many 
deep fighs to heaven, and fuch earned prayers for mercy 
and pardon, that heat length obtained both that, and an 
happy deliverance out of his captivity (Y). How long his 

imprilbn~ 

k See 2 Kings xxi. I, ad 16. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 1, ad 10. 

1 VTd. Usser. fubA. M. 3323. 

(Y) Thefe remarkable cir- that the kingdom of Ifrael had 
cumftances are not mentioned not been fo far emptied of its 
in the book of Kings, which inhabitants, but that there was 
fays only, that he reigned fifty- a confiderable remnant of them 
five years, without taking no- jeft behind, the far greater 
tice either of his captivity, re- part of whom were carried 
pentance, or reformation. All away captive about the fame 
thefe particulars are only found time, and, perhaps, by the 
in the Chronicles ( 1 ) . fame forces which took Manaf- 

Archbiffiop VJher obferves feh prifoner. This laft and 
(2), from the following chap- total captivity that prelate 
ters out of the fame author, thinks to have been foretold by 

( 2 ) Sub A. M, 33^7* 

lfaiabj 


jl) 2 Chron. xxxiii. Il, & fiqp 
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Re pored to innprifonment lafted, or by what means he regained his 
ih liberty, liberty, the text doth not fay ; thus much is plain from 
His repen* ft, that from the greatcft finner, he became the great- 
trance and e ft penjtent (Z), and, from the bloodieft tyrant, one 
'teforma- pf the heft monarchs. So that after his return he 
ti° n * beftcAved his whole time and application in repairing the 
damages which his impiety had caufed, both in religion, 
and in y his kingdom. One of his firft cares was to clear 
' the far&isary, and the court of the temple, of thofe idols 
which he had caufcd to be fet up there, and which the 
priefts hacftnot had the courage, or power, to remove 
during his abfence ; and to rcftore the fervice of it to its 
antient Older and fplendor. lie then fent circular letters 
throughout his kingdom, exhorting his fubje&s to follow 
his example, and to demohfh all the groves, altars, and 
idols, which had been reared duriifg the former part of 
his reign f and this was readily complied with alfo by the 

tlfaiah, about fixty-fiv<? years could not lift up his head. But 
before, againft Ifrael , under the we have a more authentic proof 
name of Ephraim (3). We of thefe, the wonderful change 
read, indeed, of feveral lftael - that was wrought m him ; tho* 
stijh tribes being invited to the we (hould be loth to deny, that 
paflbvcr at Jet nfuhm in a fuc- this prayer was compofed by 
ceeding reign ; but we take him during his imprifonment, 
them to be thofc who came and becaufe we find an exprefiion in 
fhelteredthemfelvesintheking- the book of Chronicles (4^, 
dom of Judah during the fiege which Ihews, at lead, that there 
o f •Samaria, to efc.ipe being was fome fuch prayer of his 
carried into bondage by the Af- compofing kept upon record ; 
Jj’ian king, as we hinted under and it is fcarce pofiible to pen 
the laft reign. one more exprefiive pf h» mi- 

(Z) We have a prayer a- fery and repentance, than this 
mong the apocryphal books of we are {peaking of. 
the Old Tefiament, intituled, It was alfo about this time. 
The prayer of Ivianaffeh king or foon after it, that the fiege 
of Judah, when he was holden of Bet hulia happened, at which 
captive in Babylon ; which, if Holof ernes was treacheroufly 
it was penned by him, exprefiift murdered by Judith ; but, as 
the greatnefs of his guilt, re- the ftory is apocryphal, and has 
pentance, and mifery, in the no connedlion with the hiftory 
tfrongeft terms : particularly, of the kings of Judah , w? 
with refpedl to the laft, it has fhall fay no more of it here 
this exprefiion, that he was fo (5). 
loaded with iron bands, that he 

(3) IftJtab vii. 8. VidAlfftr.vbi f:tp. Calmet hifl V T. hb r*. 

Au t /.x. c. 4, (4.) ? Cor on. xxn». 19. (%) D* ,n f . al. Pud , 

eonnifh 

people 



C. VfiV to the Babylonish Captivity* 
people evefy- where ; only th^ high-placfti were left un» 
touched, the king wanting cither power, courage, or 
zeal, to go through with thefe, by reafon of the people's 
©bftinate fondnefs for them. He took the fam^Care to 
repair and fortify the city, and other places of h® king- 
dom ; and, having reigned peaceably about thirty-three 
years after his return from Babylon , he died in the 55th Ms death. 
year of his reign, and 67th of his age (B). / . Year of 

Amon was but 22 years old when he came to tne^^flood 
crown, fo that he could have obferved nothing in nk 
tlier's example, but the greateft tokens of piety.and good- *; ^r. 
nefs ; and yet fo infatuated was he, that he g^ve himfelf , 43 y 
up to all the vile idolatries of the former part of his fefgn. 

He began even to give fome early proofs, that he defigned AmonV 
to outdo him in his mod abominable debaucheries; but, idolatry, 
before he had reigned two years, a confpiracy was formed 
againfthim by fome his chief officers, who alTaffinated an ddt 9 .th m 
him in his own palace, and buried him in the ftmc gar- 
den with his father. They did not, however, go long 
unpunifhed : the inhabitants of 'J er nf ale m r who had had 
no fhare in this rebellion, rofe up in arms immediately upon 
the news of it ; and, having icvenged their king’s murder 
by that of the confpiiators, they placed his fon Joftah 
upon the throne, who wa* then about eight years of 
age ft. 

It is amazing to think how the whole kingdom could 
be over-run with all kind of wickednefs and idolatry in 
the fhort time of Amort s reign, after it had been fo tho- 
roughly purged from them by his father ; and yet it wag 
grown to fuch a degree of impiety when Jcftab came to 
the crown, that the prophet / epbaniab , who was cotem- 
porary with him, gives us a moll dreadful catalogue of tlieli- 
centioufnefs and irrcligion that had then vvtrfpread the whole 
kingdom (C) ; and in this fad and degcneiate condition it was, 

when 

n 2 Chron. xxxiii. ver. 21, to the end. 


(B) He was buried in his (C) Among the princes, 
own houfe or garden, probably j udgfes, and magiftrates, leigned 
by his own choice ; the fenfe injultice, oppreliion, cruelty, 
of his former mifearriages not and all manner of debauchery ; 
fuffering him to think himfelf among the priefts, pride, ava- 
Wdrthy to be depofited among rice, corruption, and & fhame- 
his anceftors ; and was fuccced- ful traffick of religion ; among 
od by his fon Amon (6). the people, ignorance and k*- 

(6) 2 Cbron. xxxiii# 20. 

religion ; 
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Jofiah’j when this infant 'monarch took the reins of it 3 fo that it 
good reign, required nothing lefs than a miracle to reform it* But Jo- 
jlgh had been miraculoufly promifed, above 30 O years be- 
fore, by/i prophet fent on purpofe to Jeroboam at Bethel 
as one who was to work the greateft reformation that ever 
was done in the land, fince it was to reach through the 
two kingdoms, though his tender years would not permit 
hln: immediately to undertake any thing, except perhaps 
sJvifmg with his pious couufellors, about what was to be 
liu'nJ, Sncf the propereft means of accomplifhing it. He 
v earof mariied in 'the 15th year of his age, and, in the i6th, 
tht^lood j ie |-| a foh and fucceflbr born to him, whom he named 
I 7 ° 7 * E Halim ( 15 ) ; after which he fet about his premeditated de- 
Jset. v-hr.^g n ^ w i t ]j a Zca j ? diligence, and intrepidity, which, confi- 
4 lm dering his years, and the arduoufnefs of the talk, could be 
owing to nothing lefs than a fupernatural impulfe. His 
A total re- extraoi dipary fuccefs and expedition* and the univerfal de- 
formation ftru£tion he made both in Judah and IJ'rael , not only of all 
inhisking' the idols, altars, groves, and other idolatrous monuments, 
dom. # hut alfo of the high-places, which feveral of his predeceflors 
had in vain attempted to abolilh P, Ihew indeed that he was 
ailiffwd by the fame divine power that had infpired him 
with the delign. The more effectually, therefore, to cure 
this obftinate evil, JoJiab caufed all thofe places to be pol- 
luted with dead mens bones ; and ordered all thofe priefts, 
who had aflifted at that unlawful worfhip, to be for ever 
excluded both from all facerdotal functions, and from the 
Year of privilege of eating any holy things. He likewile ordered 
the flood aH the wooden idoh, £itus, and oilier combuftible mate- 
1718. rials, which had ferved to any idolatrous purpofes, toge- 
Bef. Chr. thcr with the chariots and liorfes which had been dedica- 
6 3 o. ted 

0 1 Kings xiii. 2. * 2 Kings xxiii. paff. See before, vol. 

iv. p. 1 12, fcqq, 


religion ; men fvvearing with 
the fame breath by the Loro, 
and by Malcom ; altars reared 
every 'where to Baal \ to the 
whole hoft of heaven, and to 
all the other deities of the hea- 
then (9) \ the very fan&uary 
itfelf was again polluted by 
the filthy idol of the grove, 
and its court furniflied with 
(9) Zefban. pajf. iii, l, (g> ffjf. 


male proftitutes, and with wo- 
men wiio wove hangings and 
tents, to hide the unnatural 
and abominable ceremonies of 
its votaries (10). 

(B) Probably, in full confi- 
dence, that God would profper 
his defign; C3'p'i>j» tliakim 
fignifying, God Jhall eftablijh, 
naif to proffer , See. The text 
(id) See 2 fo.rgs xxiii. 4. 6, 


does 



C. VfL to the Babylotiilh Captivity. 

ted to the fun (C), the velTels where the perpetual fir* 
was kept to his honour, the imageof the grove, and all that 
he found of that nature in the temple, to be burnt, *and the*' 
afhes of them to be thrown over the graves of thw vota- 
ries ; and thofe, that could not be burnt, he caufel to be 
flung into the river Kidron. J 

From Jerufulem he went to the mount of Olives ,c£herwife 
called the mount of Corrupt ion p , and demolifhed yddefilecf 
all the altars built on it by his predeccflors, and at tkevaI-< 
Icy of Hinnom , a place infamous for the horrid cruelTR? 
that were pra&ifed by the worfhipers of Mbfoch ; and 
thence marched di redly to Bethel , the place where Jtyo- 
boam y the firft king of Ifrael , fet up one of his golden 

P See before, vol. ii. p.405, (A). 

does not indeed menti<Jn the tions (12). We cap fee no 
time of his birth ; but it is ea- reafon, therefore, why fo many 
lily inferred, from his being learned commentators fhould 
25 years old when he begun fcruple *to fuppofe, that the 
to reign (7); for his father Jews had adopted this, among 
died in the 39th year of his other far worfe heathenifh ido- 
reign (8), and was fucceeded latries; efpecially confidering 
at firft by Jeboahax , who was. how foon the prophet Amos y 
younger, by two years, than and, from him, St. Stephen 
E Hakim , whom Pharaoh- Ne - (13), charges them with having 

cho let upon the throne fome carried about the tabernacle of 
three months after (9). Moloch , that is, of the fun, as 

(C) Thefe chariots and we have Ihewed more than once, 
horfes, the text fays (10), and tlie ftar of their god Red- 
flood at the entrance into the phan. 

houfe of the Lord ; but whe- What convinces us farther, 
ther they were real, or only that thefe were real chariots 
carved or molten, is not eafy drawn by horfes, and bearing 
to determine. We ihall have fome image of the fun, is, that 
occafion in the fequel to (hew, the text exprefty fays here, that 
that the antient Perfians ufed JoJlah did not burn chariots and 
to confecrate white horfes and horfes, as he would have done 
chariots tothe fun, with which if they had been only carved 
they adorned their proceifions or fainted, but that he took 
(1 1 ) ; in which they were imi- away the horfes, and burnt the 
Uted afterwards by other na- chariots (14). 

(7) Kid. 2 Kings xxiii. 36. (8) Ibid, xxii. I. (9) Ibid. XXlii. 31 , & 

fig, (19) 2 Kings xxiii. it. (ri) Kid. Herodot. lib . vii. Xenoph. 

Curt . ul. & Ovid, /aft . lib. i. JuJI in. 1 . i. §. 10. f Kid. & Redact. 
kitroK.pt. i. /. ii. r. 10, & al. (iz) Ktdn Kydt reJ . vet. Per ft 

Koppingant. Rom. ( 13 ) Amos v. 2$.. Ads vu. 43. (* 4 ) 2 Kings 

ii* U. 

calves ; 
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•aitas'i which wPdeftfoyed, together with the groves* idols^ 
and altars, caufing the bodies of the idolatrous priefe to 
dug yp, and burnt upon them. It was upon this occa- 
Jfion, having obferved a kind of monumental infcrip- 

tion upon one of the tombs, he was informed, that it wa$ 
that of yhe prophet who came from Judah , to denounce 
to Jerod^ain that total deftru&ion of idolatry, which he 
wvs thenVu Willing ; whereupon the good king ordered* 
,«that a parfccular regard fliould be paid to his afhes : by 
v dr.* means thofe of the lymg prophet, who had been the 
caufe of hj(f difobedience* and untimely death, and had or- 
dered, his tfody to be bufied clofe by him, efcaped being 
difturbcd, and, perhaps, being burned with the reft. After 
this, Jofiah took a circuit through all the cities of If r a cl y 
many of which lay almoft defolate ; and deftroyed every- 
where the idols and altars, which either the Ifraclites , or 
the colonies, had fetup ; aird put all their idola- 

trous pi lefts to death ; and, having thoioughly purged both 
kingdoms from every kind of idolatry, he fet himftlf about 
Veftoring the woifliip of Got), and the ufttal fer\ ice of the 
temple fD). 

The temple t ^ 1,s t,me Juf ih had attained to the 2.6 th year of 

repaired. a g e > ant ^ l8t h of his reign ; and beheld v/ith regiet the 
dilapidations of that facred place: to repair which in themoft 
effectual and expeditious way, he oidered the great coffer* 
into which the poll-money, and free-will offerings, ufed to 
be depoiittd, to be opened, and the money to be diftri- 
buted among fu'ch faithful overfeers, as would fet about 
the work out-of-band^ and, to encourage jbem to be 
doubly diligent in it, he told them, that he would depend 
upon theii fidelity for their right management of the mo- 
ney committed to them. Whilft this was doing, the 
bigh-prieft, who probably prefided over the work, fent 
word to the king, that he had found the book of the law 

(E), 

(D) It is very likely, that miah ; the main fcope of their 
the king was encouraged .to prophecies being chiefly level- 
thisgood work by the prophet led againft the various abomi- 
Jeremtah , who began to pro- nations committed in Judah 
phefy in the 13th year of his and JeruJalem (16); and both 
reign (15). were probably defigned by Pro- 

sepbaniah likewife prophe- vidence to exhort the people to 
fied m the fame reign, and much imitate the king’s zeal and 
to the famepurpofe within?- piety, and to prevent their 

(15) Jercm/u I. (16) Zcpb. i, 1, <fc? / q, ii. iii. paff, 

murmuring 
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(£), whidi he had fent to hittt by the fec&tf7 °f ten*- fhbookoj 
pie. 3*fe*h deUyed not to read it ; and‘, When he faw the la&r 

* what/erffo 

tnurmurhigagainft,orobftru&- bleffings and curfes, whilh fo 
kg his reformation. alarmed the pious monaJch. 

(E) This is generally agreed But if either this fh<yt epi- 
to have been the archetype tome, or even the whole IMeutero- 
written by Mofes, and by him aw»y,wasa]lthatthehi^-pneft 
ordered to be depofited, with found hid in the temple* w£qt 
the ark, in the moil holy place was the reft of the Pentateuch 
(20), but which feme pious recovered ? If it be f§m, that 
high-prieft had caufed to be there might be foitte copies*dr 
thus hid, in the reign of Aha% this laft itill extant, then this 
or Manaffeh , to prevent it be- fummary muft hwe been in it ; 
ing deftroyed with all the other and it will be furprifing, that 
copied of it ; for it plainly ap- fome one or more Ihould not 
pears by the tenor of the hrifo- have been brought to fo # good 
ry, that this was the only per- a king, after he had given 
fedt one left (21). fuch Tignal proofs of his piety 

But it is much difputed, and zeal; and, if any fuch had 
whether it was the whole Pen - been prefen ted to him, he muft 
tateuch 9 emphatically called be fup] ofed to have negleded 
minn hathorah , the law, or the leading of it, elfe he could 
only Deuteronomy , or even n^ver have been under fuch 
barely the xxvmth, xxixth, furprize and fear at the reading 
xxxth, and xxxift chapters of of that which the liigh-prieit 
it. Jofephus , by calling it the fent to hyn* We therefore 
facred books of Mofes (22), think, with the far greater 
feems to declare intirely for the number of Jews and Chti* 
firft ; others have declared for Jhans ( 2 that it was the 
the iccond (23), bccaufe the whole Pentateuch ; and that 
book of Deuteronomy is a kind there might be Itill feveral lm- 
of repetition or epitome of perfeft and mutilated copies di- 
the Mo/aic Lrw ; laltly, a late fpeifed here and -there, which 
commentator, among fome might be now rectified by this 
others, holds the laft of thefe prototype, after it was thus 
three opinions (24) j and brought to light. » 
th^pks that nothing more is If it be allied, how the king 
meant here, than that ftiort could run o\cr thofe five books 
fummary which is found in tne fo quickly a$ to come prefentiy 
xxviith, xxixth, xxxth, and to thofe bleffings and curfes, it 
xxxift chapters of that book, in may be anfwered, that, as their 
which are contained all the manner was to write upon vo- 

* 


Dcut. Xx<i. o\, jeqn. (zi) Jud fer omn, Vid. lb . 

mttxacborj, (42) sMt, l. X. r. c. (23) Prjcop . Gaxen. & 

mL ap. Patric. in he. (2* ) Calmtt c r mm. in Io\ & hiji. V. SO 

* v. c. 8. . (23) htz Muvfi. Gut. Jun. UJTer . Le Clerc, Patuc. Pn * 

4 *aux, & at. mult. 
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wfaat dreadf||^ judgments were denounced in it, againft 
thofe very abominations with which he had found the whole 
land over- run at his firft coming to the crown, he rent 
his deaths, and expreffed the moft lively tokens of grief, 
not /oubtmg but both he, and his whole kingdom, would 
foonlfcel the effe£ts of thofe threatenings. There lived at 
that Kme, in one of the colleges of jerufalem , a famed 
t prophvtefs named Huldah : to her, therefore, Jpftab di- 
* fpatchc^l fome of his prime officers, with the high-prieft at 
„ th(^r heLd, to inquire what would be the fate both of the 
king ana people \ and thefe brought him word back from 
her, tlftj God would not fail to inflift all thofe fever e 
~ plmifhments upon his faithlefs and ungrateful fubjc< 3 s 5 but 
that, as for himfelf, the concein and remorfe which he 
had lately expreffed for it, had fo far fufpendtd the divine 
vengeance, that he fhould be happily gathered unto hi$ 
fathers in peace, before the nation felt the dire effe£t$ 
of it.* 

It was in this fame year, and probably upon the 
reading of this fatied hook, that Joftah became fenfi- 
ble, that they had be^n guilty of a fhameful negleft 
of the three grand hftivals mjoined by Mofes. To 
retrieve this fault, Le aflembled all the heads of the 
people, from all parts of tfce two kingdoms, to the tem- 
ple, where, having mounted the ro)al tribunal, he ac- 


1 times of a confiderable length, 
which were rolled up round 
one or two flicks, it might fo 
happen, that thele *laft chap- 
ters proved on the outfide , and 
that the king, impatient to 
know the contents of it, might 
have curiofity to read in it, be- 
fore he had unfolded a round 
or two. We arc, however, 
veiy far from reje&ing the no- 
tion of the Je*ws y who believe, 
that Pi evidence di reded him 
to that very part (29)! Some- 
thing like which we find hap- 
pened under the gofpel (30). 

What appears moft furpri- 
fmg, is, that all the copies of 


the Scriptures, which the good 
king Hezekiah feems to have 
cauied to be written, and di~ 
fperfed about his kingdom (31), 
fhould be io foon vanifhed, that 
neither Jofiah , nor the high- 
prieft, had ever foen any of 
them, till this one was brought 
to light. All that can be faid 
in the cafe is, that Manaffeh , 
during the former part of his 
reign, had made fuch havock 
of them, that, if there were 
any left, they were only in 
a few private hands, who pre- 
ferved them with the utmoft 
caution and fecrecy. 


(• 9) See m he* 

M as, sr/vr* 


2nd. ccnneSI. lib . i. 

(3 1 ) XXV. I, 


(30) Luke iv. xft 


quainted 
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quainted them how they had' happily recovered the volulfie 
of the Mofatc law, ana read it himfelf befbre them j he 
then informed them of his defign of expiating, asimuch 
as poflible, their former negledfc, by a more careful roferv- 
ance of it $ and, as the folemn feaft of the paffoven was ¥he jpa/ f± 
near at hand, which he refolved fhoulct be celebrate® 1 with^rj#^/. 
the utmoft folemnity, ho exhorted them to follow Jfis ex- of 
ample, and to prepare themfelves for that grand Aftival. *ro|flootl 
Whilft the people were purifying themfelves, Jofifh cto->| 2 5- 
manded the priefts to make a more ftri£t fearch Jpto 
temple, and to caft out and deftroy all the profile an d/{jr ^ 
idolatrous lumber that was found in it, and to taring t 
ark, and all the facred utenfils, which had been re- 
moved out of it in fome former reigns, and to depofiy 
them in their former place an<v order. All thefe wire 
readily complied with both by priefts and people ; after 
which they went, in ddb time, about killing the pafchal 
lamb ; all which was obferved witji greater zeal and mag- 
nificence than had been done by any of his predeceflors 
fincc Samuel’s time. After this, the king took a fecond 
progrefs through the kingdom ; expelled all th0 wizards, 
inchanters, and fuch-likc dealers in dark practices, out of 
the land j fettled couits of judicature every-wfecjj?e, giving 
ftrift charge, both to the magiftrates, and alfo to the 
priefts and Levites , to fee that the people were {nftru&ed 
in, and kept obedient to, the law of Mofrs r . 

Thus did this good monarch endeavour, with the fin- 
cereft zeal, to reftore the pure worfhip of God through 
his dominions, and to clear it from all the dregs of fu- 
perftition and idolatry ; in hopes, if poflible, to avert his 
impending judgment from falling upon them. But for 
ail this, die text obferves, that his anger was not abated 
In the leaft againft the people ; who, though they fo far 
complied with their pious monarchs, as to (hew art out- 
ward zeal for Gon, were yet found to be ready to re- 
lapfe into the vileft abominations, whenever they met with 
dny encouragement for it under a wicked reign. Thefe 
forced reformations, therefore, could not but render them 
more odious in the fight of Got> ; fo that, having de- 
nounced a total deftru&ion againft the land, by his pro- 
phet Zephaniab s , and by the prophetefs Huldah , he hailed 
to take the good prince to himfelf, according to his pro- 
mife, that his eyes might not behold the dreadful cala- 
mities that were to fall upon his nation. 

r z Kings xxii. & xxiii. paff. t Chron. xxxiv. Sc xxxfi 
P*C • Zeph. i. i. Sc feqq. 

N a JosiaH 
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J^fiah *J 0SIAH kSS by this time reigned 31 years in profound 
f/wft+fy peace, when Pharaoh Necho came upagainft the Ajfyrtans^ 
oftwoundea* or racier Babylonians , as far as the city of Carchemijh , 
at Megid- whicfc was fituate upon the river Euphrates *. It is not 
3g- , eafy to fay, whether Joftah looked upon the defign of this 

u a < ?^A ex P c ^i t * on t0 be levelled againft his own territories ; or* 
theflWjd w h, c hr s fljjj more probable, whether the kings of Judah 
*were lA^dcr a kind of tribute and obligation to thofe of 
^Bajylojjh ever fince Manajj'eh had been reftored to his 
kingdonjfj; which would have made it a breach of faith in 
H Jojiah (3 have fuffered an enemy of theirs to pafs thro* 
territories in an hoftile expedition againft them ; but he 
1 came with a powerful army againft him, and encamped 
Sn the valley of Mcgiddo . Here Pharaoh endeavoured in 
v^fn to diftuade him from concerning himfelf m the war 
between him and the Babylonians % by afluring him by his 
embafiadors^that he had no hoffllc defign againft him : 
Jofiah would not be perjuaded ; but fallied out, as if his 
chief defign had been to fight him in perfon ; but, before 
he could reach him, he received a mortal wound, and was 
forced to he put into another chariot, and brought out of 
the field of battle. He died as foon as he had reached 
JeruJalem M , v in the 39th year of his age, greatly lamented 
by all his good fubjech ; particularly by the prophet Je - 
rejny , who is fuppofed to have compofed that moft ex- 
cellent elegy, known to us by the name of the Lamenta- 
tions , upon his death w ; wherein he expreffes the mourn- 
ful Rate of the kingdom, with an energy and pathos , 
which we can betftr feel than deferibe (F). There was 

indeed 


1 See 2 Chron. xxxv. 20. 
29, & fcq. & 2 Chron. xxxv. 
vol . ii. p. 84, & feqq. w 

Usser. & al. 

(F) This is the only poetic 
piece of that kind in holy writ, 
for length and method : the 
compofition is of the acroftic 
kind ; and, as the fubjeft of 
the whole is mourning, which 
is always moft naturally and 
freely vented and exprefled, 
when confined to number, fo 
here evely verfe is a fentence. 


Comp. 2 Kings xxiii. 
20, & feq. See alfo before, 
Vid. Hi eron. praef. in Thren* 

which abounds Hill with fonte 
new, ftrong, and lively image 
of the deepeft grief. The text 
fays accordingly, that Jeremiah 
compofed a lamentation, which 
was lung by a number of ling- 
ing-men and women, both at 
his funeral, and pafled into ufe 
afterwards upon all snournfal 
occafions ; and that they are 
written 



Fbegun* 
feign 
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indeed the greateft caufe to lament fo goodlt prince’s fall, 
fince with him expired at once the religion, happinefe, 
and glory of the nation. " * < 

J03IAH was fuccceded by his fon Jehoabaz , wh\n the jehoaha:*. 
people fet upon the throne in the 23d year of hi^age 5 hu Jhort 
not in right pf fucceflion, for he was the younglit 
Jgfwb's fans (I), but bv downright facii >n. i 

to give them early proofs, that lie defigned to 
wickedly as fome of his predecefiors had don. 
whkh account, "Jeremiah was at fi.ft fent to \ 

Gqd, to exhort him to imitate his father’s pictv^adding,^ 
that, if he did not, he fhoulcl be carried away captjv^ 
and die in a ftrange land \ Pharaoh Necho came accord- 
ingly againft J erufa!em y in his return fiom the Affyria^ 
expedition, and dethroned him in the third month 
his reign ; and, having fet his e'Jer brother E liakim , whofe 
name he changed inuf that of Jehoiakim (K), ugon the 

throne, 

x See Jerem. xxii. & fcq. 


written in the Lamentations bifhop VJher, who thinks that 
(35). And Jofephus adds (36), the people chofe him in haftc, 
that they were llill extant in Jell Pbai aob-Necbo fhould fur- 
histime; by which he feems # prill them without an head, 
to mean the fame with thofe fuppofe^ that they exchanged 
we have now under that name his name Shalhim , which they 
And the prophet Ezekiel was thought unfortunate, becaufe 
ordered by God to write like- the only king of Ifrael of that 
wile another fuch upon the name had been murdered in the 
feme occafion ; though this Jail fix it moifth of his reign, for 
is much inferior to the former that of Jehoabaz, which they 
in beauty and eloquence (37). thought carried a more pro- 
(I) It. appears by the firlt mifing omen (41). 
book of Chronicles (39), that (K) The fame learned pre- 
JoJiah left four fons ; the late fuppofes this change of 
youngeft is there, and by Je- names to have been defigned by 
remiah , called Sbal/um, but is the Egyptian king, as an ac- 
Jthefame with Jehoabaz (40) : knowlegement, that he owed 
It is plain, moreover, that he his vidlory over the AJfyrians 
was at leaft two years younger to the^Goo of Ifrael, by whofe 
than his brother E Hakim, who command he had undertaken 
was twenty-five yearsoldtyhen that war againft them (42) ; 
he fucceeded him, which lie being a kind of abbreviation of 
did three months after. Arch- dy HID’ Jehovah jakim r 

( 35 ) *Cbron. xxxv. 25 . ( 36 ) Ant. Ux. c. 6 . ( 3 -) SA 

Exek, xik. i, & fcqp. (39) Cb.m. 15. (40) Jerem. xxii. 

Xi > Js * - ( 4 1 ) Sub A.M. 3371 . ( 42 ) Sub /l. M, 3394. 
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jLi carri- throne, and him under the yearly tribute of 100 ta- 
ga%r$frve ients of filver, and one talent of gold, carried his captive 
jntoE gyfc* broths into Egypt t where he ended his day»y (L). 

Toiakim was nothing terrified by this from follow* 
unhappy brother’s fteps, nor the people from coin 
to his wicked ways ; for this Jeremiah was or-* 
|>y God, in the very beginning of his reign, to 
l^e his fevere judgments againft them, unlefs they 
The time chofen for this was the feaft of 
‘Usfefci'n&l”*., when there was the greateft concourfe of 
^people f/om all parts of the kingdom ; and the place, the 
W^iirt or the temple. He threatened them, among other 
\ things, with the ddtruftion of the city and temple $ and 
Jciemiah \br this he was feized by the priefts and people, and ac- 
aecufed, Afcd as a feditious peifon, worthy of nothing lefs than 
death. He was, however, acquitted by the nobles, as 
a perfon who fpoke by divine co/nmand z ; and found a 
powerful protestor with the king, in Ah\kam y the foil of 
Sbaphan , who had formerly been in great credit and au* 
thority under Jofidh> and found means to fereen him from 
the fury of the king and people a ; though he had fore- 
told, about the fame time, the accefiion of Z edekiah to 
the crown of Judah , and of Nebuchadnezzar to that of 
Babylon b . ♦ 

?7*Baby- About four years after, he foretold the deftru&ion of 
lonifh cap- Jerufalcm , and of the temple, and the Babylonijh capti- 
tivity vity under Nebuchadnezzar , which he faid would laft 
foretold, feventy years $ foon after which, that monarchy would 

be' 


y 2 Kings xxin. 31 , Sc feqq. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 1, 2, 3,4, 
&Ezek. xix. 1, 2, 3, 4. 2 Jerem. xxvi. ad ig # 

* Ibid. ver. 20, ad fin. b Ibid, xxvii. 1, ad 11. 

thatis,TheGoD of Ifrarlhdih, into Egypt, laden with chain t 
or fhall make it profper, fcfr. (43). 

(L) The prophet Ezekiel From this paffage the 
represents that young prince Jews conclude, that as foon 
as a courageous undertake- as he had got himfelf cho* 
mg youth, under the fi- fen king, he put himfelf at 
gure of a young lion ready the head of an army, refolving 
for the prey i and con- to revenge his father’s death, 
dudes with this expreflion, The and that he was overpowered 
nations heard of him ; he was by the Egyptian king ; bur, 
taken in their Jnare>and brought whether he camp to Jtrufan. 




(ft) Ezck, xix. %, 34 4 . 
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be at an eiid, and the land become defo)at#i (&1). And 
in the fame year," being (hut up in prifon, he caufed 
Baruk , who was his fcribe, to write from his moudi the 
tenor of the fame threatenings, and to go and readVhem 
in the hearing of all the people, who were then aflernbled 
at the temple, it feems, upon fome fdemn faftfN)., 

Baruk obeyed, and fome of the chief minifters, Jbeing 
informed of it, got the roll from him, and bnyght it - 
to the king, who had fcarce read a column or twM in*it, JekJIa- 
before he cut it in pieces, and flung it into the fifc 
withftanding the endeavours of thofe that were pr^ent t0 $y * 
prevent it. Jeremiah and his meflenger had, doubtlefs^Y 
felt the effects of his fury, had they not, as it were by / 
a miracle, been kept out of his reach ; however, his im -J 
piety did not go long unpunifhed. The prophet was oi* 
dered to write the fame denuntiations again d , which 
were foon after fulfilled* *by the coming of the Babylonijhtunijbed* 
king with a powerful army, and a more effectual com* 
million from God, againft him, and his whole kingdom ; 
as we (hall fee in due time. 


c Jerem. xxv. i, 2, & feqq. d Ibid, xxxvi. 1, 

& feqq. 


lem 9 or Jthoahaz went out 
againft him to Carcbemijh> they 
are not agreed ; tho’ either of 
thefe was enough to induce the 
conqueror not only to dethrone, 
but to carry him away prifon- 
er, left he (hould, in time, 
undertake the fame exploit 
againft hftn (44). 

(M) This captivity was like* 
wife foretold, though not in 
fuch plain terms, by Ifaiah 
(45), under the type of Tyre ; 
and alfo by Habakhuk . This 
laft, expoftulating with God 
about the incorrigible hard' 
nefs of the Jenvs> b anfwered, 
that they would be Ihortly in- 
vaded and captivated by the 
Chaldeans (46). He likewife 


foretold the vaft fucceffes of 
Nebuchadnezzar ; and when he 
repined at the profperity of that 
wicked prince and people, he 
is anfwered, that they alio 
fhould, in due time, become the 
fcorn of other nations, and a 
prey to thole whom they had 
fubdued. 

(N) Probably, that of expia- 
tion, which, as we obferved elle- 
where, happened on the 10th 
day of the month Tifri\ an- 
fwering to the latter end of 
our September j for it is here 
obferved to have been towards 
winter, and we do not find, that 
they had any other fall before 
the captivity (47). 


( 44 ) $*»&• & Munji. sn 2 Reg, xxiii. 3?. (4$) !]<*• 

’xxui. 15, & feoa, (4.6) Habak, i. 2, (**) Vid jup, 

ii. 44, Cdfiif. 
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v Neither ^ere idolatry, and contempt of God’s 

worftiip, the only crimes with which Veboktiut 1*3 reign 
t is, branded ; added to them the molt horrid crudes 
and ty/annies, rapine and bloodlhed j building and adorn- 
ing t|e moft fumptuous palaces by violence and oppref- 
[fion jtperverting juftice, inventing charges agiinft the in- 
Siocentto put them to death, and many more fuch-liko 
jmpietrta $ befidcs his being deaf to the admonitions of 
fo man\ prophets. For thefe, Jeremiah pronounced at 
JUflfeiAicadful fentence againft him ; That he ftiould be 
given utf into the hands of his moft dreaded enemy, even 
Nebuchadnezzar ; that he ftiould die unpitied and un- 
^ISmientcd ; that he ftiould have the fepukure pf an afs, 
^and that his carcafc ftiould rot upon the ground e . By 
t\jis time alfo, two fingular predi&ions of that prophet 
had been fulfilled, which ought both to have added weight 
to the reft, and opened the infatuSJed prince’s eyes to his 
imminent danger, Jeremiah had fome time before fore- 
warned him from relying upon the afliftance of the king 
of Egypt , whofe army was ftill at Carchemijh y fince it 
would be totally overthrown by the more fuccefsful arms 
of the young Nebuchadnezzar the prince pointed out 
by Providence to fubdue, among many other nations, 
that rebellious one of the Jszvs. This happened accord- 
ingly in the fourth year of Jchoiakim' s reign, when that 
young vi£taiious piince was tent againft the king of Egypt , 
and gave him an intire defeat at Carchemijh , took the 
place, put the whole garifon to the fword, and beat back 
# the troops that camc^to it; afliftance s. 

This victory proved the unhappy prelude of Judah * s 
misfortunes : the conqueror marched direflly againft Je - 
Jerufalem ru fa lent , and took it (O) ; rifled the temple of ks moft 
taken. precious furniture, and the royal palace of its n\pft hope- 
ful and beautiful young princes, to be made euajMcb# in 
his own court, according to lfaiah'% prophecy to fieze- 


€ Jer. xxxvL 30, 31. comp, withch. xxii. ver. 13. xxiv. to 
the end, f Ibid, xlvi. 1, Sc feqq. l See before, 

vol. ii. p. 84, & feqq. Usser. fub A. M. 3397. 


(O) This UJher proves to calamity. This is the more 
have happened in the ninth worth obferving, becaufe the 
month from the anniverfary feventy years captivity, foretold 
fail, which the Jews have kept by Jeremiah, muft be reckoned 
ever fince, in memory of that from this epoeha (48). 

(48) Vi J. UJfer. ubt'fi<fra t 
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kiab * ; and the city of all its choice# youths, whether 
for blood, leariiing, wit, or beauty, to be likewife fent^ 
to Babylon. Among thefe laft were Ddfaicl ant his thr<£ 
companions : Jehowkim was at firft put into fcx\ds, and 
designed to be fent away with the reft ; but uporlhis fub- 
miffion, and promife of paying a yearly tribute jrto h«k* ' 
the king changed his mind, and left him as a kiijfi of vice-M 
roy under him over the kingdom. But, vj\\\\{fiNebuchJf!£- j 
nezzar was taken up with his other conquelLK h eyfo u ndl 
means to rebel againfthim, after a three y earTfubjea f(^sl , 
and continued about three years without payii\* him a/'V 
tribute ; which fo cxnfperated that monarch,* that hejMit 
an army into Judea , confifting of Syrians , Cbaldeajs y 
Ammonites , and Moabites , who wafted the whole king- 
dom, carried away 3023 prifoners (among whom, yofi- 
phus fays, was the prophet Ezekiel h ; but it is more likely 
that he ftaid at Jefufalem till the next reign) took and Jfnoia- 
murdered the unfortunate Jf/joiakim, and dragged his^ im j 
carcafe out of the city-gates, where. they left it unburied , ™ atj - 
according to Jeremiah's prediction. 

He was fuccccded by his fon Jchoiachin , called alfo Jehoia- 
Jecboniah , and in contempt Coniah (P), who was then but c h* n ’ i,U7 ’ r ' 
eighteen years old $ whether he took the crown contrary kedragn^ 
to Nebuchadnezzar's mind* or had endeavoured to flnke e:l i^ °* 
off his yoke, the text doth not fay, but only obferves, 1 e 100 
that he was as wicked as his father. However, that mo ' £ e f 7 Qrift 
rnrch advanced againft him before be had reigned three 
months : Jehoiachin came out to him, not in an hoftile, 
but fubmiffive manner, attended fly his mother, and Ms ^ndcafti^ 
whole court j but they found him inexorable, and were ^7^ 
all fent away captives into Babylon , and died there, accord- 
ing to the prophet’s prediftion. The temple, palace, trea- 
fury, and the whole city, were a fecond time ranfacked 
and ftripped of all that was valuable in them ; he likewife 

g Dan. i. 2, & feqq, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 7. h Ant, 

1. x. c. 8. 

• 

(P) He is called by this laft and his mother fhould end 
name in Jeremiah, who uttered their days in a ftrange coun- 
ting dreadful prophecy againft try ; wifhing ftill, in vain, to 
him (49),’— That he fhould be return into their own land 5 as 
given into the hand of the king it happened accordingly, not 
of the Chaldeans ; — that he long after. 


(4?)' CL xxil« *4, & fill* 


tranfported 
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' tranfportcd id,ooo men, famed either far their valour or 
wifdom ; befides 1000 of the beft artificers ingo!d,filver, and 
other metals and materials 5 in a word, he left fcarcely any 
behind bu# the very common people, to cultivate the land. 
Among ms captives of note, was the famed Mordecai , 
Tpn^U as A molt generally believed, the prophet Ezekiel . 
\fftfer this we fet Mattaniah , who was the fon of Jofiab , 
Iik^ uncle Vo the unhappy Jcboiacbin , upon the throne, 
Lrd cha*ige\his name into that of Zedekiah ; and, having 
HhMm urwier a certain tribute, and taken an oath of 
t nL Jity and^ubjc£lion *, returned into his dominions. 
ZedeSj- ^%j>ekiAH began to reign in the 21ft year of his age, 
ah 's reign* ani proved as impious as his late predeceflors ; however, he 
Year of continued faithful to the king of Babylon fome few years, 
the flood (J ur jn£ which, he received fome embaflies from the kings 
*749- of Ammon , Moab y Edom , Tyre , and Si don y who were all 
Bet. Uir. un( j er ^ f ame w i t h hmi ; feenflngly indeed to con- 
. gratulate him upon his acceflion to the crown, but in fail 

to enter into a confederacy with him again# the Cbalde~ 
am k . The young prince give but too much heed to 
their propofal $ but Jet emiaby who was warned of it, 
lent to every one of the embafiadors, chains and yokes, 
which he bid them carry to their refpe&ive mafters, ad- 
vifing them, in the name of God, to fubmit themfelves 
willingly to the king of Babylon , and not provoke him to 
lay a much feveier yoke upon them, by giving credit to 
their lying foothfayers and ftar- gazers There were. 

Deceived at the fame time i njerufale?n y feveral pretended prophet*, 
ht*ff a y e yfoo endeavoured to pevfuaao the too credulous king, that 
prophets. t | le ca p t i v ;ty would be fhortiy at ail end, and that the 
facred veffels, which had been carried away, would be 
all reftored to the temple ; to which 'Jeremiah replied, 
that thofe few, on the contrary, which had been left be- 
hind, would be carried off with the reft. Thus, for fome 
years, there was nothing fcarcely to be heard, but pre- 
di£tions of vi&ory and deliverance on the part of the falfe 
prophets, and of defolation and ruin from the mouth of 
Jeremiah. This raifed Jiim many a bitter enemy, not 
only in Judea , but even in Babylon : for he had taken 
the opportunity, as often as Zedekiah fent his yearly tribute 
thither, to write letters to the captives, exhorting them 
to bear their yoke patiently, and not to expeft a deliver- 
ance before the feventy years were expired j and they, in 

1 2 Chron. xxxvi. 13. Ezek. xvii. n, Sc feqq. * See 
before, vol. ii. p. 86. 1 Jerem. xxvii. paff. 


return. 
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return, wrote letters into Judea , to dcfire that he might 
be apprehended and pum&ed as a dangerous enemy to his 
country, who uttered^iot what the God of Ijrael, but' 
the king of Babylon , dictated to him l . A 

This cpnteft lafted fome years, during which, Ihis en c-^ f/ a < 
mies caufed him to be imprifoned. The infatuated king^fy/^ 
was at length perfuaded, by his falfe prophets, tcJfhake 6ii i^chad- ” 
the Babylonijh yoke ; and that rafh enterprise hmened tbc^Vzzar. 
total deftru&ion of temple and city. He vuis then ij xT 
the ninth year of his reign, when NcbuchaJj^pzO^&t\^^ ^ 
with a powerful army, wafted the whole couilry, feizrd/ * 

» upon his fortrefles, and at length laid clofe fiege to Jtpfywfyem 
falem , before Zcdckiah could make any provilion, eithir hefiegd. 
for his own defence, or efcape m . It was then, that, firc- 
ing his error too late, he fent privately for Jeremiah 4 to 
confult with him what to do ; but the prophet onlv told 
him, that the city andnemple would certainly be deftroved, 
and himfelf and all his fubje&s carried into captivity n (Qj, 

In the mean time Pharaoh Hophra 9 or Jpries 9 came with 
an army againft the behegers : Jofiphus fays, that Zede- 
hah had made an alliance with him, before he ventured 
to throw off the yoke 0 , if fo, he was the only one that 
kept it with him ; for, as for all thofe other princes, who 
fent their embafladors to him at the firft, it is plain that 
they were fo far from aflifting him, that they rather be- 
came his enemies and accufers. However, Nebuchadnez- 
zar did not think fit to let the Egyptians come up to him, 
but raifed the fiege for the prefent, and marched dirc&ly 

• • 

1 Jerem. xxvii. m s Kings xxv. 1, Sc feq. Jerem. 

xxxix. 1. & Joseph, ant. 1 .x. c. 10. n Jerem. xxxiv. 1, 

Sc fe<j. # 0 Ant. ibid. & fup. p. 86, Sc feqq. 

( QJ About the fame time, didlion, Jofephus tells us (55), 

Ezekiel prophefied at the daggered the king’s faith, and 
captivity ( 54 ) much the made him give the lefs heed 
fame things that Jeremiah to them ; but the difficulty 
did at JeruJaletn ; only with was rather how to reconcile 
this difference feemingly, that Ezekiel to himfelf, who add?, 
the one faid, the king fhould that he fiould die there , though 
never fee Babylon ; whereas he did not fee it. However, 
the other faid cxprefly, that Nebuchadnezzar found out the 
he 'fhonld be carried thither way of - doing it, by putting 
prifoncr, and end his days that unfortunate prince’s eyes 
there. This feeming contra- out. 

(54) End. xii. 13. xxiTi J, & fe$p (55) Ant . 1 . x. 1. ie. 

againft 
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agaimft them. This fpread fuch an infatuation among the 
.people in the city, that, lookingflbpon themfel^es as al- 
Aady ou# of all danger, they ventured even to force into 
their fer/ice thofc very fervants whom they had but'lately 
jdifmiffecl, it being the fabbatic year ; not fo much out 
of rcgarl to the law of Mofes , as out of the fear they 
t.were in, Vf their revolting to the Chaldeans. The king* 
iK(tvvever,Vent to defire Jeremiah to put up his prayer^ to 
jppi and the nation ; but was anfwered by him, 
L$at Tne Cfaldeans would renew the fiege with frefh vi- 
gour ; ancf that his Egyptian allies would leave him to 
ttoar-mercy, and return into their own country. Nebu - 
cftodnezzar, accordingly, having routed the Egyptians , re- 
turned to the fiege, and carried it on fo vigorouily, that 
the ^habitants began to labour under fuch great fcarcity 
of pr#vifions, that they found it imgoflible to hold it out 
longer. ^During this laft fiege, the* king fent often to 
Jeremiah , in hopes of receiving at length fame comfort- 
able news ; but neither his refentment, nor the grievous 
things which he had fuffered, could make him fend a 
better anfwcr, than that they muft be all carried away 
into captivity. Happy had it been for them, if they had 
taken, his counfel, and tried to fof'ten their conqueror by 
a timely fubmiffion ; but, inftead of it, the king, to avoid 
the threatened captivity, endeavoured to make his efcape 
by night, attended by his nobles and guards (R). The 


(R) Jofephusi ays, that the 
Qbaldeansy having enterftl the 
city about midnight, went di- 
rectly up to the temple; which 
gave an opportunity to that 
unhappy monarch,and his men, 
to make their efcape through 
fome ftreight pafles, through 
the adjacent mountains, and 
had gained the plain of Jeri- 
cho, where he was overtaken, 
and brought back; whiclf is 
pretty near what the text fays 
(54). The Jews, however, 
pretend, that he efcaped thro’ 
a long fubter ran eous way, 
which reached from one end 


of his palace to the plain above- 
mentioned ; which is not im- 
probable, fmee Dio CaJJius 
mentions feveral fuch, through 
which the Jews efcaped at the 
laft fiege of this city (55). But 
what they add of his being 
difeovered by a deer, which 
kept the fame track above- 
ground, which the king did 
under-ground, and, being pur- 
foed by the Chaldeans , brougft 
them to the very fpot wherfc 
he came out, may be rather 
looked upon as a Jewijh fable, 
than a piece of true hiffory. 


(54) Conf, am. Ax. c. 11, & z Kings xxv. 4, feq?. 
lib. lxvi. 


( 55 ) Dio, 

Chaldeans , 
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Cbaldeatfo who were foon apprifcd of it, purfued 
theflfi, imd brought them back to their exafperated mo- 
narch, at Riblah ; where he glutted his revenge upon tfceZaJeW. 
unfortunate king of Judah with the utmoft cWlty, by ah\r 
caufing all his children to be butchered before Ihis eyes, ables*Jf 
and ordering them immediately after to be put lut, that Year of 
no obje£t might afterwards obliterate the idem of that die flood, 
bloody feene. This happened towards the md of Ah/ *760. 
eleventh year of his reign : he was foon af tjr fent into Bef.Chr* 
Babylon , loaden with chains, and ended K^dfyVii^ .S 88 - 
prifon. 1 . ' 

The city was at length, after two years*and an^jb/f 
clofe and ftrenuous fiege from without, and a devouring 
famine which raged within (Joftpbus adds like wifi/ a 
grievous peftilence n , which had lwcpt away a vaft num- 
ber of the befieged), entered by the vi&orious Chaldeans 
on a JVedmfday thoTith of the 4th month, anfwering 
to our 27th of July , in the year of the worfd 3416 % 
according to the exprefs predi&ions of Jeremiah , Ezekiel , 
and other prophets lately quoted. The facred hiftorians 1 
have left us but few particulars of this liege, and even 
omitted fome of the molt material ones $ which defeft, 
though eafily overlooked by fuch of our readers as are 
unacquainted with the art? and trade of war, cannot but 
be regretted by the more curious fort, who are better 
verfed in it. The advantageous lituation of Jerufalem 9 
the height and ftrength of its walls and bulwarks, the 
ftoutnefs of its warlike inhabitants, whkh caufed this 
fiege to be fo long-continued, difficult, and bloody, nectf- 
farily raifes a curiofity to know, in what manner, and by what # 
warlike engines, £sf<\ a place ofr’fuch ftrength and confe- 
rence was forced to yield. By what we can gather of 
it from the infpired writers, it plainly appears, that Ne- 
buchadnezzar did not intend at firft to take it by afl’ault, 
but contented himfelf with blocking it up with lines of 
circumvallation and contravallation, to prevent at once 
any fuccours being thrown into the city, and the befieged 
annoying him with their Tallies. # By this means Z>edekiab 9 
who commanded within in perfon, was effe&ually hinder- 
ed from coming out at the head of his forces, and join- 
ing the Egyptians , who were marching with all fpeed to 
his afliftance ; and the Chaldean monarch had time and 
opportunity fuffitient to meet, them, and give them a 
total defeat. This is what may be gathered from the 

n Antiq. I.x. c.u« • Vid Usser. in,an. 
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ftcred hiftorian, who cxpr dty fays, that the J j StV Con- 
^tinned in that condition, that is, befieged and 'fjjsroiirided 
with thofl vfafls, ditches, and other forts call round it, 
till the /ith year ot Zedckiah It appears moreover, 
from fevtral of the facred books, that thefe lines of cir- 
cum ammcontravallation were not uncommon, even in 
'jhofe carlV days p ; fomething like which is implied in 
ihTsfe directions which Mofes pteferibes to the JewSy for 
f^ryiru^ onLfjuch long and difficult fieges <1 ; fo that it is 
-IQkuchadnezzar* s defign, at his firft invefting 
this city, yas rather to tire and ftarve it out, as he a£lu* 
ahrtsdu), thah to lofe his men in deftroying its fortifica- 
tions. 

jbUj t, when he had obtained that fignal viflory over the 
Egyptians , he feems to have altered his method, though 
the Hebrew books take no particular notice of it, to 
have purfyed the fiege with new vigoui , and to have been 
as ftrenuoufly oppofed by ,the belieged ; at leaft this is 
what Jofephus exprefly affirms, who fays % that he reared 
very high towers againft them, which could command 
the town, and beat off the defendants on the walls. He 
adds, that the befieged were no lefs intent in preparing 
againft an aflauit, and in taking all proper means to elude 
the effe£ls of the Chaldean machines and ftratagems, op- 
posing one invention againft another, as if the difpute 
had been matter -of fkill and art, as well as force. This 
is in great meafure confirmed by the prophet Ezekiel* 
who, in his fevcral predictions againft Tyre , fpeaks of 
Nebuchadnezzar's builfling of forts, calling of mounts, 
/etting his battering rams and other engines of war, againft 
it, demolifhing her towers and ramparts, and opening a 
breach for his numerous hoft, his horfes and chariots, to 
enter into it * ; and if he did, in all likelihood, make ufe 
of all thofe deftruCtive engines in his thirteen years fiege 
of that city % who can doubt of his doing the fame againft 
this of Jerufale?n ? And thus much may fuffice for this 
famed fiege. 

Tie city In the mean time the Chaldeans , having entered the 

tendered, place, plundered the temple, palaces, and noblemens 
houfes, and feized every-where upon the richeft fpoih 
Nebuzaradany who commanded them after Nebuckadnez- 

° 2 Kings xxv. i , & feqq. p Vid. comment, in Polyb* 
Polar, de ta&ie. Hebneor. & al. * Deur. xx. 19, & feqq, 
* JosEi'ii. ant. 1 . x. c. 10, & feqq. # Chap. iv. 2. xxi, 22. 
xxv*. paft Sc alib* * See before, rol. ii. p. 372* 
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zar’s denature, caufed the. two br alert colu;rms, that ftood 
in the < 3 $«t of the temple? to be broken, in pieces (S), 
and all the gold, filver, and coftly furniture, t 4 | be taken 
away, whillt the reft of his army made the faitif havock 
in the city 4 and on the third day after his entrance into 
it, which was the tenth of the fourth month, oiifivering 
to our Augujl 27 p . and a fabbath-day, he ordered the. 
temple, palace, and the whole city, to be fet on fire, an &andhmt. 
burnt to the ground. The walls, towers, other fmp, 
tifications, were next ordered to be demolifhectariS ail md 
JeivS) down to the very common people, tabe carried 
away prifoners, except fome few of the bafer'fort, 
he left to till the land q. As for Jeremiah, Nebuchadnez- 
zar had given his general fuch charge concerning him, 
that he was well treated, and fet at liberty ; and went and 
lived with Gedaliah (T), whom that general left as a 
kind of governor ov^r the miferable remnant there. 

This was the dreadful end of that glorious kingdom, 
and of the Ifraclitijb monarchy, after it had ftood 468 
years from the time that David began to reign ovetf it,* 

388 years from the revolt of the ten tribes from it, and 

p Usser. fub A. M. 3416. q 2 Kings xxv. pafH 

2 Chron. xxxvi. ix, 6c ieqq. Jercm. xxxix. paff. Joseph. 
ant. 1. x. c, 1 1. 

(S) The fame which Solomon ther of gold, filver, or cop- 
had caufed to be made by the per. 

famous Hiram (56), and which (T) This Gedaliah was the 
will be farther fpoken of fon oS Ahican % a perfon in fuch 
in the promifed defeription credit in all the latter reigns, 
of the temple (57). Thefe, that he had been able to fereen 
together with the large molt- that prophet from the refent- 
en fta, lavers, and many ment of the king, and fury 
more of the like nature, tho’ of the people ; fo that it is 
all of them are matter-pieces very probable Jeremiah , in 
in their kind, had hithefto gratitude tQ his father, obtain- 
been fpared by other conquer- ed this favour for him from 
ors, but became now a prey Nehuzaradan . And this might 
to the fury or avarice of the alfp be the motive that induced 
Babylonijb general, who caufed him to go and live with him in 
them to be all carried away, Judea , rather than to go into 
with a vaft multitude of other Babylon , when that general put 
facred utenfils, fuch as cal- it to his option, not without fome 
drons, cenfers, tables, tongs, coniiderable encouragements to 
forks, and many others, whe- invite him to the latter (58). 

(56) 2 Chron. iy. 11, & faj. See the appendix following, 

($•8) See Jertm, noti*. u, & Jeff* 

*34 
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134 years frQm the excifion of the Ifraeliiijh *jommoiW 
wealth v $ and had continued under the funfbiw' of the 
divine protection, which nothing could have eclipfcd, but 
their almpft conftant and horrid ingratitude, and invincible 
itch of imitating the idolatries and witcheries of other 
nations ^crimes, which, tho* become as abominable to 
God, as they were univerfally pra&ifed by mankind, yet 
deemed to have flowed from a purer fouice, though cor- 
mpted by ^rees to this vaft height, by the amazing dc- 
> gchefaCy mankind ; but for this we fliall refer the 
reader to tire appendix to the laft former volume s . How 
t\*t&Jcwifl)‘ Captives fared in Babylon , will be feen in 
a fubfequent chapter : all that remains to be taken 
notice of, with rdpeft to the Jews that were left in Ca- 
naan ^ is, that treacherous and bloody action, which was 
committed upon Gcdaliah , tlie Jcwijb deputy, by one of 
the princes of Judah. % 

His name was JJhmael \ he had efcaped the common 
fate, by taking timely refuge with the king of Ammon . 
fc Aftcr Ncbuzaradan\ departure, he obferved that great 
numbers of difpcrfed Jews flocked to Gedaliah , who gave 
them a kind reception, and plenty of provifions to fubfiib 
upon, till they could have time to cultivate the land ; 
and, being moved with envy, anti inftiguted by the Ammon* 
itifty king, came to him with ten refoiute fellows to Aliz- 
pch , with a defign to aftaffinatc him. Gedaliah was in- 
deed warned of his intent 5 but was fo far from giving 
credit to it, that he entertained him with all the tokens 
ofr friendfhip and refpeft, and gave thereby the treacherous 
Ijhmacl an opportunity of murdering both him, and all the 
brave Chaldeans he had about him. Two days after, meet- 
ing with about fourfeore If ra elites clad in mourning, who 
were going to bewail the 1 uin of the city and temple, and 
to oiler up their devotions there, he by fome means en- 
ticed them to Mizpch , where he murdered them, and 
threw their carcafes into a well. He was returning into 
the land of Ammon , with a number of prifoneis which 
he made at Mizpeh , ameyng whom were fome princefiVs 
of Judah , whom the Bahylonifb general had left with 
Gedaliah 5 but was purfued by Johanan , and fome other 
Hebrew captains, who rofeued all the prifoners, and forced 
him to fly for his life, With only eight of his men. 

This barbarous action made the JevAfh officers, and 
the reft of the people, fo afraid of the Chaldeans refent- 

r Vid. Usibr. ubi fup* « See vol. iif. p. 485 , & feqq. 

ment, 
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men t, that begin to think of fleeing into Egypt fot 
fafety, Thswf jcotuulted Jeremiah about it, who gave 
them this ifrom the Lord ten days after, that if 

they tarried ]Kjniea % they fhould be protected from the 
Chaldeans i mb that, if they perfifted in their defignof 
going down iftto Egypt % they (hould all inevitably pcrifh 
there, and fbare in the dreadful calamities of that perifhmg 
kingdom. This fpeech, however, was fo far from deter- 
ring them, who were always bent upon difobedience and 
contradi&ion, that, fufpefting him to have been inltigated by 
Maruk, rather than infpired by God, they both Ventured 
to go down, and to force thofe two to go Along with 
them. As foon as they had reached the city of Taphnes , 
Jeremiah began to foretel the taking of that place, and 
the defolation of that kingdom by Nebuchadnezzar \ 
which happened accordingly .foon after, as we have feen 
elfewhere % and fhaihhave occafion again to mention in 
the next chapter. What became of Jeremiah ,* is not 
known ; fume fuppofe him to have # been ftoned by his 
countrymen ; but that is mere guefs-work, and it is not 
material enough to inquire further about it. 

7 he explanation at large of Solomons 
temple , and of the city of Jcrufalcm, ac- 
cording to the facred hijlorians. 

F OR the right underftanding the defeription in the 
foregoing plate, we (hall lay diwn the following pre* 
liminary obfervations : 

I. Fir ft. The temple of Solomon being our chief and 
proper objefl, we give the plan or ground-plot of it (which 
we declare to be our otily tajk) whole and complete, juft 
as we contoive it to have been : but Jerufalem we repre- 
fent oitly with an eye to thofe parts, which bore fome re- 
lation to the temple ; fuch as the palace on the fouth, 
$ nd the fuburbs to the weft, the valley between both, the 
horfe-gate towards the eaft, and the like. 

•, II. Secondly , We pretend to no other knowlege of the 
temple, but what we have from Scripture in term inis, or 
the clear fenfe of it ; and where that fails, we only beg 
to be allowed the ufe of criticifm , and reafonable or plau- 
fiblc conjecture ; for, beyond thefe, we have no other 

* See before, vol, ii. p, 34, & feqq. 

Vdi. IV. o 


evidence# 



m 


Appendii to ifa H$ory of the Jews* 

evidence a . How great foever the learning of feme mo- 
derns may be, much greater we own, than any we pre- 
fend to * yet what they aflerfc has no weight, unlefs they 
can bring fuch manner of proof, as that which we our- 
felves intend to ufe* Whether they or we befj: ftand the 
teft, muft be left to the judgment of the reader, who will 
be at the pains of perilling thefe fheets with fome atten- 
tion, and of comparing our plan with any other now ex* 
tant. As for antient authors , we have none to produce 
befides « Jofephus , and other Jews , rather of a later date 
than he. Now all we might leafn from them, that has 
no foundation in holy writ, to us is no evidence at all. 
Much they knew, or pretended to know, from tradition $ 
but that, we prefume, is not to be depended upon. We 
know no monuments they had, befides thofe we have out- 
felves : and the Hebrew tongue , properly fo called, being 
hfort oftdead language at the time thofe authors wrote, it may 
well be doubted, without frnning againfl modefty, whether 
they, who had no Qther books to learn it by, than thofe 
that are now in ufe, could underftand it better than thofe 
that ftudy it at prefent. Nay more, it might be Ihewn, 
we dare fay, that J of e finis underftood not fome of thofe 
Hebrnu words he pretends to explain in his hiftory of the 
Jtws (A). 

a See before, p. 95, (II). 


III. Thirdly , 


(A) This is the more to be 
Wondered at, becaufe fofepbus 
boldly afTerts,at the end of his 
JewiJh antiquities (1), that 
there were none of his coun- 
trymen fo perfect in that fort 
©f learning as he was. But 
we are not alone in our opi- 
nion of him i though the late 
editor of his works, taking 
his bare word for it, fets him 
off in the margin (a) as a very 
learned Hebrean . Bochart ( 
and Huetius (4), not to name 
any more, have openly de- 


clared themfelves quite oppo- 
fite to that eulogiom of Jo- 
fephus by Dr. Hudfon . Some 
indeed have tried to bring him 
off, upon a fuppofition hi* 
writings were interpolated ; 
which is not unlikely in fome 
inftances (5) : and truly he 
himfelf fhould not be charged 
with the blunders of either his 
tranferibers or tranftators. We 
fhould think what is read i* 
his manuferipts (6 ), that 
the Hebrews call the ark Heo- 
ron , and many fuch other 


(1) Lib. xx. c. 9. (2) ffepbut in "Bebrais Uteris wrfetrjfimut. 

(3) ttitrex,' lib, ii. cup. <)» f. 154* (4) Bern. evong, prop, iv. p, 

179 * J 99* (5) b hi* r. 7. Dt vrfl. facerd. & vi to, 

etym, ( 6 ) Lib, iii. c, 6 . 


ftrange 
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Ill Thirdly , We do admit of Ezekiel as a divinely in* 
ffmed prophet ; but then wfe take it, he has not given us* 

a dc- 

ftrange names (7), is no fault brew word, or chetboneb, as the 
of the hi dorian, but of thefe Chaldeans pronounce it, may 
that copied his writings ; and be alfo a coat of wool. Not 
the fame we judge of the to obferve the chethoneth of 
tranflations. The French one, many colours Jofeph Wore [ 1 o), 
though much valued, fays, or that which hung like a robe 
The ark was made of an incor- about Tamar { u)b, poflibly 
ruptible wood, the Hebrews were not of linen, thofe moft 
call Heoron ; and truly fo the furely our hrft parents were 
Latin has it* which the French cloathed with are faid (12) to 
exa&ly followed, though pre- be of fkin. Accordingly, vve 
tending, in the title, the tranf- are told, thofe of the priefts 
lation was made froift'the were of linen (1 3), on purpofe 
Greek original ; and Sir Roger that they fhould not be thought 
VEfirange here treads in Dan - offome ofher fluff. But,finding 
dillf $ fteps heartily. How- chethon , or kethan % for linen, 
ever, to us it is probable, that in the vulgar language of Je» 
Jofephus , being about to give rufalem , Jofephus thought che- 
i n Greek the word inHebrew for thoneth in holy writ to fignify 
the ark, he wrote n et p&>v ; • a coat of limn ; which indeed 
or, as Dr. Bernard of Oxford does not look fo ftrange as the 
would have it (8), vJifpw. etymology he feems to give 
Now pronounce it either way, (14) of Jerufahm being a 
Aron with the Hebrews , or compound of the Greek Hieron, 
Eton with the Chaldeans , the a facrec[ thing, and the word 
word itfelf fignifies a trunk , Solyma, unlefs this alfo be an 
as was the ark ; and Jofephus interpolation. And the fame 
is right enough, though others one might fay concerning Be- 
have wronged him in relating %etha, which Jofephus (15) 
his words. But what feems makes to fignify the New City , 
thereabouts (9) to be Jofephus' % when no fuch thing can be 
own fault, is the interpretation framed out of that word. But, 
of what his manuferipts and if it be worth while to guefs 
editions both call Chethmene ; at it, DD2 Bafath > as it is a 
which, he fays, fignifies a root, or radical word, feems 
linen coat , becaufe it is chethon to be preferved in that well- 
we call linen: now, begging known derivative among the 
his pardon, cbetoneth , the He - Turks, Viz. Bojlangi , a garden- 

f*P<6vuu'*v, Upnwn/ap sptvwAa* ($) i»/v. 

Shew. p % 160. 4. (9) Ubi fup • num. 2. (10) Gen. 

xxxvii, 3* (ii) 2 Sam • xiiii 1#. (12} GcneJ* lii. 21. 

i ?3) Eteod. xxviii. mix* *ajf (14) Arttiq. I. vii, c. 3. (15) Bell, 

hd. lib , v. f. 4. 
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a defeription of the temple of Salomon, but of a prophetic 
or emblematical one, which never exifted, but in his 
prophecy. He himfelf fays % In the viftons of Q op 
brought he ?ne into the land of Ifrael — and faid unto me 9 
Behold with thine eyes 5 for to the intent that I might Jbew 
unto thee art thou brought hither ; and fo on# Now it 
does not feem probable at all, that there wanted fo much 
care and folemnity to fliewthe prophet a temple he had him- 
felf feen an hundred times over and over 5 he being a prieft * 
who had 1 there officiated, and had no need of divine in- 
fpiration to’ tell his countrymen, the Jews , what moft of 
them could not be ignorant of. And if it fhould be 
urged, that this might well be forgotten in a captivity of 
70 years (B), we will readily allow it, and all that can be 
drawn from this conccffion, provided it be proved, that 
any ufe was made of this fo folemn a defeription, in their 
building of the temple, after the*return from the capti- 
vity \ but fo far was it from it, that at the fight of this 
many tears were fhed on account of its being much infe- 
rior to that they had feen of Solomon’s building c ; and 
what then, if compared with that of Ezekiel ? For this 
temple (and that is the thing we dare rely upon) had no 
proportion, as to its meafures, with that other of Solomon . 
Whether any body has ever apprehended Solomon’s temple 
to have been of each fide above 500 cubits (C), we do 

not 


* Ezek. xl. 2—4. 
iii. 12. 

er; and among the rabbins 
in bujlon , sl garden. So that 
it is not unlikely, that part 
of Jerufalem which lay north- 
ward of the temple, m, Be- 
zetba, before it was built into 
Greets, was the gardening- 
place for the city, and kept its 
antient name, as is ftill cuitom- 
ary among ourfelves on fuch- 
like occafions. 

(B) Though this revelation 
was made to Ezekiel in the 
20th year of the faid captivity; 


b Ezek. i. 3. c Ezra 

and but the 14th of the taking 
of Jerufalem by the Babylo » 
tiians ( 16 ). 

(C) The temple may well 
be taken for the whole ground 
on which it flood, with all its 
courts ; and truly that name 
mull be taken in this latitude, 
in our tranflation of the gofpeV; 
in Greek it is Ufh', which might 
be properly turned into Englijh 
by a confecrated place, , or 
ground (17) ; and the Jews, 
who commonly call it Har- 


(16) MxeK xl. 
& at. J>a£. 


(17) Mettb, xxi. 12. Mark xi* 6. Cd* 17* 

beibbaith) 
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not know : but that would be nothing to Ezekiel' s, which 
was 500 reeds d , that is to (ay, 3000 cubits, for it is well 
known, that a reed was fix cubits (D) 5 fo that here is « 
difference, as of fix to one 9 in their capacity or inclofure, 
which is impofiible to be thought or faid of one and the 
fame temple. But you will fay, it might be the fame, 
except the inclofure : Ianfwer, no, bee aufe the mountain 
had no proportion to fuch an one, no, not by any jettes, 
or other ways you can imagine : for the fquare being 2000 
reeds, will not give you lefs than 12000 and dB(l cubits, 
or about 4500 paces. Now Jerufalem itfelf was never 
fo large (E). How then can we fuppofe thfc temple to 

have 

d Ezek. xliii. 15. 20. c Ezek. xl. 5. 


babbaith , mountain of the 
houfe, fay it was a iqfiare of 
500 cubits (18). 

(D) What thefe cubits were, 
has* been obferved, chap. 7. of 
this hiftory (19), to be almoft 
equal to 22 inches, which is 
far from improbable. Some, 
indeed, would increafe the cu- 
bit to a greater length, and 
others reduce it to ours of 1 8 
inches ; which yet could not 
affed our argument, becaufe, 
whichfoever of the divers hy- 
pothefes be the nearer the 
truth, it makes no difference 
here in the main, the cubit not 
being confidered in itfelf, but 
comparatively to the meafur ing- 
reed, (aid to be (20) fix cubits 
by a cubit and a hand-breadth , 
or, according to the Septua - 
gint, fix cubits and one hand- 
breadth befides. 

(E) Though we know what 
Jofepbus relates out of Heca - 
t*us> who, in the reign of 
Ptolemy Lagus , makes the cir- 


cuit of Jerufalem almoft 50 
ftadia mvIriKovIc c pakis'*. (21) 
raJW Toy -xspi/uslpft', which 
indeed he does not feem to 
correal J yet he himfelf does not 
reckon this renowned city’s 
1 argeft extent to have been 
above 33 ftadia, 7 «V to A£*>>' ’j 
b r 7TUC 5 itS^lCOV li v 7 p/tf- 

Koflet Tf lav (22). Now a fta- 
dium, as is well known, being 
125 paces, 33 ftadia will pro- 
duce 41 25 paces, which would 
reduce the whole extent of 
the efty to three ftadia, 375 
paces lefs than that of the tem- 
ple. There is, indeed, a book 
written in Dutch (23) by the 
learned Camp. Vitringa, where- 
in he undertakes to make void 
this our argument, by obferv- 
ing, That the 2000 reeds are 
to be underftood only of fo 
many cubits, as the Septuagint 
have exprefled it in their trans- 
lation ; and, to make it anfwer 
in the Hebrew text, he fup- 
pofes the word there (24) to 


( 1 8) Trail. Mid. e. 2. cut tie* PIO "Ml* (19) See before, •vol, ii. 
p. 46s, (Fj. Vi d. Cumberland' s e/fjy on weights and men Cures, p. 39, 

{ 20 } Ezek. xl, 5. ( 21 ) yip. Jofepb. cont. dp. bet . Jud. lib. i. 

( 2 ~) Jyfiph. amt. j$p. bfl. Jud. Itb. v. c, 4. (23) Den 'Temp el 

E^cbieVs, cap. 41. (23) ,T 3732 l bikneh, with a ned } or with 0 

jmajunng reed. Ezek. xlii. 16, £V, 1 
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have been fo, that was *but part of that city ? Btfidev, 
Jefephus f , in the dimenfions he gives u$ of Herod's temple ^ 
•that be had himfelf feen, and was by far the large# of the 
three, does not exceed 4 fiadia , or 500 paces. In a word, 
never any real temple, built upon Moriah, was any thmg 
hear fo big as that temple Ezekiel faw and delineated by 
inspiration, 

IV. A fourth obfervation,very neceflary to be attended 
to, is tHfe true fituatton of Jerufalem , as to its two prin-; 
cipal parts, well known by the names of two mountains, 
viz. Sion ind Acra s, on which ftood the upper and lower 
city ; for Sion ftood a good deal higher or loftier than 
Acra, They rofe like two huge heaps one againft an- 
other,- with a valley between them, by which they were 
‘ever, and are ftill parted, though not, as it is eafy to 
imagine, without fome very great 1 alteration in their par- 
ticular form or figure. The temple was built upon mount 
Moriah h , which w?s either part of mount Sion, or an hill 
oflefs compafs near it. That Moriah ftood to the eaft, is 
not difputed j but, whether Sion was on the fifth, or the 
north , has been a queflion among the learned. This an 
eye-witnefs could eafily have determined, if any one had , 
favoured us with a map exactly drawn, or aufwpred the 
queftion in exprefs terms : for all this, wo could try to 
clear it by the help of the facred monuments, w hich, 
thanks to the learned Reland would prove an eafy tafk, 
but too prolix for this performance ; and therefore we 
chufe to refer to that 4 author for a full fatisfa&ion about it. 
However, it is pretended, that Ifaiah k leaves room to 
think, that Sion lay northwards of the lower city : for, 
fays the king of ftabylon, as he is introduced fpea{cing by 
the prophet, I will fit upon the mount of the congregation 
in the fidei of the north . But it is not faid here, mount 
$ion lay on the north of Acra \ what is faid, feems to be* 
that the conqueror would eftablilh his dominion where thri 
king's pa face yyas, bordering upon the fouth pf the temple^ 

f Aniiq. xv. ult. I Vid, Hierof. defeript. ap. Jofeph. 
bell. Jud. lib. v. c. 4. h 2 Chron. iii. 1. Comp, 

z Sam. xxiv. 18. & 1 Chroti.xxi. 18—28. xxii. 1. * VidL 

Palaeft. illuft. p. 839. * k Ifa, xiv, 13. 1 « 

fignify, by an ellipfis, cubits of one rfced, But, whether this 
a reed, that is to fay, fuch cu- wilt fatisfy, we mu ft leave to. 
bits, fix of which make up the judgment of our readers. 

and 
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£nd fttuate on the northern fide of mount Sion. There 
the Babylonian thinks himfelf fecure, and in full poffeflion 
of the city. But, fays the prophet to him, alluding no 
the valley bordering upon mount Sion , toward Acra> Thole 
Jhalt be brought down to the ftdes of the pit r This fituation 
of Sion , which might be further proved from Jofephus \ 
befides our judicious traveller the Rev. M x. Maundrel^^ 
and the Paris citizen Anthoine Regnault % we did infill 
Upon, becaufe very great men * have appeared on the 
oppofite fide, who, by their uncommon leaning, may 
draw others into the fame error, • 

V. The fifth obfervation will give us the true fituation 
of the temple . It is known, that when the Hebrews did 
worlhip, they turned themfelves towards the moft holy 
place or temple P. Now we learn from what Ezekiel faw, 
that it lay weflward pi its door or entry. His words are 
very plain, Behold \ fays he •?, at the door of thf temple 
were about fiyc-and^twenty men , with their backs towards 
the temple , and their faces towards the eaji ; and they wor- 
Jhiped the fun towards the eaji ; therefore the front of the 
femple was turned towards the eaji (F) : and this is con- 
firmed by Jofephus r , who fo far mull be right, the temple 

1 Ubi fup. m A journey from Aleppo, &c. p. 

67. 76. 78. 86. 99, ipo. n Difcours du voyage 

d’outremer au S. Sepulcre, 1573. p. 47. 92. 140, &c. and 
Le Brun, voyage au Levant, tom. ii. c. 53. 55. 0 Drus. 

advoc. N. T. voce Sion. Lzghtfoot, Cellarius, Cal- 
met. p 1 Kings viii. 48. Pfal. exxx. 12. Dan. vi. 

10, Sc paflf. * Ezek. viii. 16, r Antiq. 1 . viii. 

c, 21, &feqq. 

(F) Tbeo 4 oret t itfeems* gives ing their faces towards the eaft 
a very good reafon for itj'vifc. in their worlhip, the Pagans 
that as the Israelites were upbraided them with adoring 
commanded to worlhip Goo the fun (25). But the author 
alone, they might have the of the apoftolical conftitutions 
fun behind their backs, turning knew well how to put it in 
themfelves towards the taber- another view; for the holy apo- , 
node, and not adore the fan, fifes are introduced by him, 
but ms maker 1 and truly, faying, rr^oauyjcricj Ii K&rd 
when the cuftom prevailed *. 7 . 'a (26). 

among the Cbriftitm of turn- 


(*5} Stlemcredunt dcum noflrum, fays Ter tut. apot. cay. i 5 . (26) Lib. 

vii, f.44. 

O 4 having 
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having at firft been in the fame fituation he faw it in 
afterwards. 

VI. Lq /Ify, Though our proper inquiry be into what 
appears to us to be ftri&ly true, as to this matter of 
morC $ temple, yet we do not pretend, that all that is true 
of it has been faid by us, becaufe it is poffible many things 
about it may have been omitted by the facred hiftorians ; 
and therefore, as has been intimated, cannot in any wife 
be faid by others. Neither do we aver, that all we intend 
to fay is exa&ly true or certain $ but, if our weak en* 
devours are not fatisfa&ory, we (hould be very glad, if 
they might put others upon gratifying the world with a 
fcheme more accurate, wherein all things appearing better 
connc&ed, might alfo better anfwer, or be more agreeable 
to, the feveral paflages or texts of holy writ here under 
confideration. All then we engage on our part, is, 
carefully to diftinguifh between thofe things we have a 
full proof of, and thofe things wherein we only try to 
make fome near appYoaches towards the truth ; and upon 
this foot will now be explained the feveral particulars 
the plan before us, according to the indication of them 
by the letters in the margin, for the greater conveniency 
of finding out whatever may ifeem to want a review, or 
deferve to be more narrowly looked or inquired into, 

We begin with the trade (G), where God fpake from 
between the cherubim * : accordingly it is called the 
evade of bis holinefs , or, as it is otherwife tranflated, bis 
holy oracle towaids which the Ifradites turned them* 

8 Exod. xxv. 2. Pfal. xeix. i. r Pfal. xxviii. 2. 

(G) In Hebrew , debir , moft holy place , Heb. holy ; or, 

as if one (hould fay locator ium t as the Septuagint (27), holy jo/ 
pr fpeaking-place. For there /W/V/jandjasitistranflated^S), 
it was that God ufed to fpeak, concerning the tabernacle, the 
or give his orders or inftru- holiejl of all (29). 

#ion$ to his lieutenant, if one The Septuagtnt have kept 
inay fo fall the judge or prince, the Hebrew word, reading , it 
and to the high-prieft, his firft or <T«e&p, except jn 

minifter. Befides, it was called ope place, where it is tr^jif- 
the crade of the houfe , and lated vaos, or temple. . 

(27) ExoJ.xxv. 2z. Num . vii. $9, (28) 1 Kings viy, <jr, ;Ffah 

XXyii. xxuii. 2, (i$} Hcbr % zx. 3. 

fclvos 
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felves when they worfhiped u ; and this was a lquare room 
of 20 cubits, as appears from i Kings vi. 2. 20. 2 Chron , 
iii. 8. • 

The holy place, or fanSfuary , 40 cubits long, and 
20 broad, as is plain from 1 Kings vi. 2, and 3. where it is 
alfo called the temple of the houfe. For the houfe (H) 
might properly be the n^me of the two apartments w ; 
but that of the temple (I), the proper name * for the fc- 
cond apartment : however, the length of both thefe to- 
gether, being the houfe and (K) temple of God *, was 
fixty cubits, 1 Kings vi, 2. 

Before the fanftuary ftood a porch . Twenty cubits 
was the length thereof, and ten cubits was the breadth there- 
of, as is faid ver. 3. and fo far we have a certainty from 
the books of Kings and Chronicles . To which we might, 
if needful, add the authority of Jofephus 2 , and numbers 
of others. , • • 

As for the wall between the porch and the terhple, any- 
one fees it ought to be there admitted, though never 
mentioned in fo many words by ’the facred hiftorians. 

u See before, and comp. Pf. xxviii. 2 w 1 Kings vi. 5, & 

pafT. x Ibid. ver. 17. y Pfal. v. 7. Comp, xxviii. 2. 

* Ant. ubi fup. , 

(H) rvsn habbaith, or moft frequently, and fome- 
baitb 9 an houfe (30), by way times 

of excellency. It was the houfe (K) Weil might it be called 
of God ; and, in fome fenfe, fo, when it was the place of 
that of the 1 /raelites alfo: his refidence among the Ifracl- 
wherefore they fay (31), Our ites. So fays Solomon (34), l 
holy and beautiful houfe , where ha<ve furely built thee an houfe 
our fathers praifed thee . How- to dwell in ; a place ; a fettled 
ever, the houfe of the Lord is place for thee to abide in . And 
Indifferently taken for the therefore the Jnvs have given 
whole, or part of the build- the name of Skechinab to this 
ing. habitation not improperly 5 for 

(I) b>n hecal is properly there was God’s lymbolical 
a palace 5 witnefs the [hecal"] prefence upon the ark (35), or, 
palace of Abab (32); and by as it were, his throne; and 
this name feem to be called there alfo was a real prefence 
the different parts belonging confpicuous by its operations, 
to the tabernacle (33). The we mean by the oracles which 
Septuagint tranflate it mor* God delivered there. 

(30) 1 #«grvi 1 i. 16. ($ 1 ) Ifaiab Ixiv. 11. (*?.) r Kings 

XXI * i* # (33) 1 Sam . i. 9. i»i. 3. (34) j Kings viii. 13. 

(45) x Sam* iv. 4, 2 Sam, vi, a, PfaimUxx . z. 

8 W<? 
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We fay it appears to have been of great ufe, not oojy 
better to fuftain the building, but alfo to feparate the 
tepiple from the porch belonging to it $ that fo this temple 
might ftand wholly by itfelf, and alfo be fhut up phm 
# there was occasion for it. 

*The en - But further, our conje&ure is flrengthened by thi^ 
trance . plain inference, that the temple had doors. Thus it is 

laid % For the entering of the oracle he made doors b fat 
alfo made he for the entering (L) of the temple polls of 
pfive-tree-r ttad the two doors were of fir-tree. Now a 
door fuppbfes a wall, where-ever a wall appears neceflhry, 
as was here. And ftiould it be objefted, that the oracle 
had a door as well as the fan^uary, though we do not 
conceive a qy wajl between them, it might be anfwered, 
that there is nothing upon recorcl concerning fuch a 
wall (M) ; that we fee no neceffity for one ; and, lafily, 
that there might be fomething elfe in |/eu of it. 

Veil. For a* very rich and ftropg veil was made to fepafate 
the moft holy from the holy place c , the fame we fuppofe 
as St. Matthew calls the veil of the temple that was rent 
in twain Jofephus e pqfitively tells us, that Solomon 
made a partition-ivalf different from the veil ; though it 
is not fo clearly expreffed in the facred books. *The 
tranflation indeed fays f , He matfe a partition by the chains 
of gold before the oracle ; and accordingly we may under- 
hand, that there was both a partition and a veil, the' par- 
tition being fixed, and the veil hanging before it, fo as 
to Removed like our curtains. But we do not warrant, 

• 

* i Kings vi. 51. b Ibid. 33, 34. * 2 Chron. 

iii. 14. d Matth. xxvii. 51. e Ant. lib. viii. 

c. 3. £ 1 Kings vi. 21. 


(L) The word in Hebrew is 
nno, petacb, the fame as for 
the oracle above ) and there- 
fore entering ought to be kept 
in Eng lift, not door, as in our 
tranflation ; although petacb, 
an entering, is in other' places 
tranflated a dpor, by a true 
analogy. 

(M} This mull be under- 
Hood of holy writ, wherein no 
mention a made of any fuch 
•wall ; tho’ indeed our tranfla- 


tion fays, as to the door of tho 
oracle, “ the lintel and fide- 
“ pofts were a fifth part of thft 
" wall." But thofe laft words 
are not in the Hebrew, and 
another interpretation is given 
in the margin, vit. that they 
were five-fyuare; however, the 
reading in the text may well 
be admitted relatively to 
height of the oracle ; To that 
this is meant, that the lintel, 
& c. were five cubits high. 


that 



B. I. Explanation ef So&monVTmtpfe. jb$3 

, Itbat thi$ is the true fbnfe of the Hebrew (N), which is 
rather. He -placed chains (bars or belts ) acrofs the oracle : 
however, there was a doer to it, as we have feed alreidy. 

And although we may eafily conceive a door without a 
wall, propeily to called, we muft fuppofe fomefuch thing 
as a partition. Befides, what bolted this door, or went 
acrofs before the oracle, was of gold, and therefore not 
the veil itfelf. At leaft the Hebrew text allows us to fay, 
the oracle was (hut up with golden bolts ; yet whether 
fhere was a pai citron befides the door of each* fide or 
whether , the door itfelf ferved inftead of a partition, we 
fhall not determine (O) ; but conclude this article by 
faying, that the d :ors of the porch are mentioned as fuch 
in one paifage and called the doors of the houfc of the 
Lord in another i. 

What we hive now to confider arc the chambers* Chambers. 
built againft the Waft of the houfc round about, both of 
the temple and the oracle, the nethermft faid to be five 
cubits broad \ and alfo five cubits .high k ; but of their 
length we find nothing in the books we refer to. It teems 
they were fquare rooms : Jofephus tells us J , they were 
thirty in number all about the temple; which, it may be, 
be toojc from that of Ezekiel m , who fays. The fide - 
chambers were three , one over another , and thirty in order : 
fo that thirty being multiplied by three, according to the 
number of ftories in $he £rft book of Kings , tliofe cham- 

* i Kings vi. 31. h z Chron. xifxi. 7. 1 Ibid, 

xxviii. 24. k 1 Kings vi. 5”, 6. 1 Antiq. 1 . viii. 

c. 3. m Ezek, xli. 6. 

(N) niiTmn -Qyni vajt- “ ftrange has it ), was a 
habber beratikoth, which is, “ great flrength and feettrity 
verbatim* he made pa/s with <c to the building.’* 
chains f fuppofing ratikotb to (O) It will hardly be ex- 
be chains ; for that word occurs pe&ed we Ihould here take par- 
in no other place but this, and ticular notice of thole fa- 
may be as well tranllated bars , cred veflels and utenfils, that 
or bolts , or any thing equiva- adorned this holy houfe ; vi*. 
l?nt(3S). Hence, then, it feems, the ark and cherubim, the ta- 
jefepbus (36) inferred 44 the in ble of fhew-bread, the golden 
** and outfide of the temple was candleUicks, £sf c . fince wecould 
? All lined with cedar 5 and hardly add any thing to what 
44 that the cramping of the ce- hath been already obferved in 
44 dar together with ftrong the courfe of this hiftory (37). 

“ chains (not irons t as L'E- 

(%$)De bis confer 1 Reg. vi. 12. Ifal. xl. ?o. & Esaek, vfi. 23. (36) AuU 
viU, r. 3*. ($7) W. iv. f. 3;, & ftp (K j. 

1 " bers 
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bers will amount in all to ninety, called the mtberm ofl 9 
the middle, and the third. And fuch a number may 
eifily be placed about the houfe, fuppofing them to have 
been each of five cubits length, as well as height ; for in 
the breadth they differed from five to fix, and from fix tp 
feven ; the reafon of which is there given* Upon this 
fcore they will undoubtedly appear fomewhat fmall ; and 
fo indeed Jofepbus n calls them. However, if their ufe 
was well known, that might give fome light into this 
matter. < But, concerning their ufe, we find only that 
JoaJh was hidden in the bed-chamber (P) belonging to the 
temple. Taking it then for granted, that they were 
chiefly or frequently intended to lie in, we may venture 
to fay, that they wefe fufficient for that purpofe, efpecially 
thofe of the middle and third* ftory ; . befides that the 
bed-chambers among the Jews were generally upper rooms, 
as has already been obferved in this Univerfal Hijiory P. 

One thing more remains to be attended to about the 
temple, properly fo called. It is faid 9 , Ttbe door for the 
middle chamber was in the right fide of the houfe ; and they 
went up with winding-flairs into the middle chamber , and 
out of the middle into the third . Where we may well 
imagine an opening was left in the thicknefs of the wall 
for a pair of flairs, to go up lo the fecond ftory of the 
chambers about the temple, and alfo a paffage from the 
temple to the porch ; for there might be feveral occafions 
that required the minifters of the temple to go up to thofe 
chambers, as well as in and out of the temple, of which 
we fuppofe a detail is not here expe&ed. 

n Ubi fup. 0 2 Kings xi. 2. p See before, 

vol. iii. p. 177, (T). * 1 Kings vi. 8. 

(P) In Hebrew , VC1 heder> ceffible but to himfelf and Con- 
or cbederi and feems to be un- fort. Thefe rooms we find alfo 
derftood of one of the three called inner-parloun{^6)j where 
ftories about the temple (39), for parlours the Hebrew hath 
where might be the beds for ebadarim; and there difling uifh’d 
the priefts in waiting; and from the lower apartments^*#- 
among thofe rooms, or cham- fakim (thetreafuries in our ver- 
bers, one, or more, efpecially fion), and from the tfp|»er rooms, 
referved, or fet apart for the So as we have here the federal 
high-prieft 5 which alfo ought parts of the jatxiagh there 
therefore to have been a rc- ipoken of(4i) by their proper 
tired place, and not eafily ac- names. • 

(39) Set t Kings vi. 5, & feyp (40) j Cbm, xxyiii. n. (41) 1 
Kwi ubi Jup, 

We 



B. I. Explanation of Solomon** Temple.' *105 

We are now come to th e perch, where we meet with fVc^» 
thofe celebrated columns , or pillars, Solomon adorned it 
with. It is faid r , He Jet them up in the potch of tfie 
temple , and • he made before the houfe two pillars and 1 he <0 i mn ^ 
reared up the pillars before the temple \ which expreffions 
taken together fufficiently feem to imply the pillars were 
before the temple in its porch. But it is not quite fo eafy 
to aflign the height of them. In one place it is faid of 
Solomon u , He cajl two pillars of brafs of eighteen cubits 
high apiece. In another x we read, He madeo two pillars 
of thirty- and five cubits high . This feeming indonfiftency 
between the two facred hiftorians we (hall prefently re- 
concile ; only we will firft beg leave to take notice, that 
this is an inftance of their not combining together, of 
their not being corre&ed or amended by one another. 

Now let us only fuppofe the pedeftal or bafis of the co- 
lumns to have be^a 17 cubits high, this, added to the 
18 cubits (i Kings vii. 15. Jer. Iii. 21.) for *the (haft, 
will, added together, makfe exaftly 35, the number 
mentioned 2 Chron. iii. 15. Laftty, taking from 1 Kings 
vii. 16. five cubits, being the height of the chapiter, vie and cba\ 
(hall have the true height of the pillars, viz. 40 cubits./**"*- 
It is true, that, in another place r, the height of the 
chapiter is faid to have been three cubits j but here we 
apprehend we have the dimenfion of the chapiter only, 
ftriftly fo called, cothereth in the Hebrew , or crowning , 
which 19 expreffed to have been three cubits ; and there 
is left to be underftood the wreathen work on it round 
about , which was two cubits more 5 both which Aims, 
added, make that of five, the number fet down before 
by the fame author. We can fay but little concerning 
the thicknefi of the (haft of thofe pillars, only that a line 
of twelve cubits compajfed either of ( QJ them round 

about m 9 

r 1 Kings vii. 21. 9 2 Chron. iii. 15. c Ibid, 

ver. 17. « 1 Kings vii. 15. x 2 Chron. ubi fup. 

y 2 Kings xxv. 17. 

{QJ Some will fey the Hr- Eighteen cubits was the height 
brew differs from our tranfla- of the firft column , and a line 
tion i for ‘what is here either of twelve cubits did encompa/s 
of them , is there '3 Wrt bajbt - the fecond ; which is an elliptical 
ni r the fecund i and we acknow- expreffion, where, in a period, 
lege this is a feeming, though one branch of it, not ex- 
no real difference. It is Cud, prefled, is under flood by what 
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about % ; and therefore the diameter was four cubits, which 
is the proportion of 12 for the circumference. But ft 
may be further dbferved* that one of the pilfars was to 
be feen on the right of the ,porch $ and called Jachin , and 
T/Uv ot ^ er °h the left* called Boaz *. Now Jachin fignifies 

names eftabltfi, and Boaz, Jlrength is in him . By which 

whence. ** f^ems Solomon would give to underftand, that he de- 
pended only on an Almighty Power for the continuance 
and duration of this temple^ But, by way of conjecture* 
one might Yuppofe there was an inferiptiott in fome fuch 
fenfe upon the bafts of each of the pillars, that on One 
beginning with the word Jachin , and that on the other* 
with the word Boaz ; from whence the pillars might have' 
their denomination $ as we fee the books of Mojes called 
by the firft word they begin with b . kaftly, as to their 
fituation ; we take it they flood before the temple c , irt 
the porch of the temple * : fo fays otfr transition ; which 
we chufe fjere to follow (R), 

Going 

* 1 Kings vii. 15. • 1 Kings vii. 21. b See 

before, vol. iii. p. 4, (A). c 2 Chron. iii. 17. d 1 Kings 
vii. 21. 

• 

the other exprefles (42). So by in ; fo you read hrouach 
here the height of the frf co-> (43), in tbt cod of the eve- 
lumn gives you the meafure ning; lekijfe (44), in the throne t 
of the ficond. and the thick- and fuch-like expreftions (45 ). 
nefsof the ficond the meafure Betides, the Vulgate has in 
of the firfi. But this not be- porticu , and the Septuagint do 
mg agreeable to our itiie, an- not much differ as to the fenie : 
other turn ought to be took, they tranflate, he fit up the 
which is ufuaT and intelligible pillars of the porch 3 which 
In our way of fpeaking. Teonas to imply, that the pil- 

(R) One reafon is, thedif- lars were an appurtenance of 
ference to be obferved between the porch, and therefore v$ry 
the two particles in the texts of properly ^ placed in it. Jofi* 
Chronicles and Kings, In that phus 9 as to this, lays only (46), 
it is na-py, al pent, which Solomon placed one pf them 
cannot otherwife be tranflated on the right poft of the parch, 
than by be fire. But in this it and the other on the left. The 
is b U, which may be tranfla- French and FngUJh traaflatioas 
ted feveral ways, and cfpecially add, at the entrance . of \ the 

(42) Vid, Pm, X. 1. 7 / 41 . xxxil. 3. Dent. xv. is, 4* 

Corf. Jerm> Iii. si, as. * (43; Gen, iii. 9 . (44J Pfatm 

ix 4* (45) Pfiim pr i. to. Don. ii. I, Hof. ?, i*« Zopkpm.oa, 

15. (46) Antif. /. viii. c. 3. 

7 porch « 



B. I. Explanation of Solomon** Tempi*. \qj 

Going now out of the porch, we muft take notice Altmrl 
firft of the altar (landing before the parch * f dr before the 
houfe % as in the Hebrew , not improperly tranflated yie 
forefront of the houfe : and there it teems to have flood 
in the middle of the court (S), of which court afterwards. 

This altar for burnt-offerings anfwered to one of the 
fame ufe in the tabernacle, whereof we have fpoken at 
large f . What remains for us to obferve, is only the 
new altar, which was in length two cubits , and as many 
broad , bejtdes ten cubits high g ; and lince no Jleps were 
allowed in the tabernacle to go up to the altar h J it ought 
to be fuppofed there were none for that ufe in*the temple, 
but only an eafy afeent up to the altar. 

Of the court itfelf we muft own, it is our opinion, Court's Ji- 
that it went at firft all about the temple. Thus was th t mtn fi ons ^ 
court about the tabernacle an oblong fquare, the length 
thereof being an hundred cubits , and the breadth fifty every- 
where i. Now, as we find no dimenfion of tho court in 
the temple, all we can well db to go fomewhat by a ferip- 
tural rule, is to make this laft court twice as big as that 
in the tabernacle, becaufe it fufficiently appears king Solo- 
mon kept pretty near to that proportion in the building of 

d 1 Kings viii. 64. Coll.* 2 Chron. vii. 7. xv. 8. « lb. 

f Ubi fop. * 2 Chron. iv. i* h Exod. 

xx. 26. 1 Ibid, xxvii. 9. 22. 

porch . We have declared our and at a convenient diftance ; 
opinion to be, they were with- ib that our tranflation feems to 
in t but, after all, if one likes be very right in faying by( 50) 
them better without, we would and at ( 5 1 ) it, which could not 
nottnuchoppofeit, fincebmay be well otherwift, the court 
figntfy at i as where it is faid being of a fraail compafs. But 
of Zebuhm (47) “ He (hall .as that in the temple was much 
“ ftand spnS? at the haven of larger, the altar might here 
94 the fea,” or for, as in the (taud in the middle of the court • 
very fame expreffion, viz . . and this further appears from 
our own interpreters its relation to the kings feat, 
have taken it el&where (48), which was in the midft of the 
and rendered it for the porch. other court, and before this 

(8) In the tabernacle, the altar, as will be feea hereafter 
altar of burnt-offerings was to (5 2). 
be placed (49) before the door , 

Ten, xhx. 13* (48) I Kinrt vii. 11. ( 49) Bxed. 

(50) Lcvit* U *, (si) Uil v. 7, «. (>*) 

W- 


Jt' 

m*”* 


the 
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the t ttpMp|nH; _ Again, as in that oblong iquare the 
WnPiPlnw w«ft ward, and that, by that means, the 
dhitt %M on ; %:^ two third parts, fir more, of the 
emote ff toiifieiVe the court in the temple, as 
'Sihmm'it finf 'mfilt’tt, .to' have been much the fame.- 
Wall. 4 But.' a wall isplacfd Here on the weft fide of the court 

before the port®,' for which no warrant will eafily 
be' foui*8 ‘ jjrir^iwt' part of Scripture which was to be 
our guljfe'lri'”6Hf’ ptefent inquiry, and therefore does 
not feemlfi^C htiilt Upon any fure foundation ; but yet 
what wfi haVe to' fay for it may be feen in the next 
note (T). ' ‘ ( - 

The new A NSW court is plainly mentioned in facred hiftory. 
court. Thus we read ’, That Jeholhaphat flood in the congrega- 
what. t ' m 0 f Judah a^d Jerufalem in the houfe of the Lord, 
before the neiu court (V). That here, • by the houfe of the 

‘ r Lord, 

1 2 Ckron. xx. ?. 

(T) By this, we of the temple ; though others, 

would not be under i wholly with fome probability, under- 

to deny there might be fuch a Hand it of a porch before the 
wall in Solomon's time ; for we queen’s houfe. 
read ($ 3 ) cencetting the houfe (V) The name given by the 
foe his qaeen , The Srptuagint to this court deferve* 
great court round about was fome attention : they, call it 
with three tews of hewed avAno 7 u< run vn<, the court of 
fltstes,ttni*romt of cedar- the tabernacle ; which, well 
beams, aa ifir the timer court underftood, feems to be a very 
of the houfe of the Lord, and proper name; for the houfe 
far the ford of the beuft. fn.- in Solomon ' 3 building anfwered 
Head of ms, our tranflation the tabernacle of Mofes, and 
fenders both, the Hebrew 1 me, here-and-there equally was the 
whole ordinary fignification is Jhechinah, of inhabitation of 
and. " Batk in the Way of a the Divine Majefty ; to which 
comparifon (as it plainly ap- St. fohn alfo feems to have 
pears 'CO l wPTO» i, BMi‘ r tP t we an eye, when he lays, tie 
. confufreuf ttiMfdH in other *iryoe word oexivomttv is n/Xi v 
places (54 Jj itwonld, we think, dwelt among us ( 5 5)* 
he nftoto pfoperly rendered by Now this fitudtion of the 

as. HoWtS^it, the wall for new court being allowed, «we 
the porchmf She houfe may, may, by it, farther explain 
it feems, tfe ande ri too d of this and fix the (dace .where Zeehee- 
wall that ffcod before the porch riah, the high-prieft’sfon,was 

(53) * Kmgi yii. r». Ix.‘ *4, &fyj. * Cbron.- viii. 1 ,, Q ffija. (U) 
I Sam. xii. fj. Pm. x. is- (55) 7-bn\. 1 ^, V 


killed. 



B. I. Exptanatidfc of Solonpfcm’j Tfemple. ao< 

Lord, is underflood the whole compafs of the temple, 
with ' its feveral courts, wants no proof, after what h*is 
been laid above. But what that new court is, we are 
now to confidcr. Some will have it to have been tbe 
court of pricils impaired , as indeed the altar was, by king 
Jfi and therefore called the nnv court . 

But though, by the analogy of the temple with thzThewrw 
tabernacle, the court of priclts feems to have been round court % 
about the holy and moft holy place, and not divided by nvbat. 
a wall ; yet afterwards fuch a wall being foun*d conve- 
nient to be made between the altar and the porch, that 
part of the court about the temple, becoming now a fort 
of a court by itfelf, might be called the new court, the 
old name, viz. the court of the priefts, remaining with 
that part where flood the altar. Now whether this will 
be judged a rational.conjedure, mult be fubmitted to the 
reader. 

We have a few words to* add concerning the other. Court- 
but undoubted wall of the court of the priefls. It is faid ° y <wal/. 
Solomon built the inner- court with three rows of hewed 
Jfoney ami a row of cedar -beams. It is el fe where p called 
the court of priefts, and bore the name of the inner, be- 
caufe of another round about it. But what thefe rows 
were, is not fo eaiy to explain. Some indeed do not fpare 
buildings that coft them nothing, and of thefe rows make 
lb many ftories ; but whether the Angle Hebrew word, 
tury i. e. rowy will uphold fuch ail heavy building, we 
very much doubt : to us * there appears no more than a 
kind of parapet-wall, of fame four or five feet high 
(confining of three rows of {lone, one upon another, 
and a fourth of cedar-beams over them), fufficient to keep 
off the people from being an ‘hindrance in the court of 
priefts, but low enough for the Ifraclites without to fee 
all the priefts were doing within. 

One thing remains to be confidered, which is, the Entries t 
feveral entries into the court ; for though we Ihould not where. 

a Cbron. xv. 8* f 0 i Kings vi. 36. vii. 12. 

* 2 Chron* iv. 9. 9 Ibid. 

killed. It is faid this happen- which mad be as he came out 
ed in the court of the houfe of of the temple mro this new 
the Lord (55), - between the court , towards the wall before 
temple and the altar (56), the porch. 


(56) Ma tb. xsui. 35* 

find 


( SSJ & e bo: z Cbron. ix. s. 

Volo IV. 
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find any mentioned as they are fufficiently S, they muft 9 
in *he nature of things, have been there 5 and we therefore 
place them where we find it moft proper, viz . over-againft 
the gates that are faid to have been in that court where 
the people met for their folemn devotions. 

Great and Now this court (X) was called the great court % be- 
f mall court caufe of its bignefs, comparatively to that of the priefts, 
which was a good deal lefs ; both of them being faid to 
be the twoc courts of the houfe of the Lord *. And that 
Solomon himfelf built the one, as well as the other, 
we read in thefe words, Furthermore he made the court of 
the priejls , and the great court , and doors for the Courts 
and overlaid the doors of them with brafs. Jofephus , not 
thinking this metal valuable enough, has made a trans- 
mutation of it into filver 6 5 and has, at no other expence 
than his fancy, built a large court upon a mount raifed 
on purpose 400 cubits high. It is eafy to prefume he 
has fpared neither columns, nor porticoes, nor all the em- 
belliftments a fruitful imagination could prompt him to 
adorn it with (Y). 

Haste 


* 2 Chron. iv. 9. r Ibid. • z Kings xxi. 5. 

* Antiq. 1. viii. c. 3. 


(X) The Septuagint call it 
avkw where /£<>» ought 
not to be taken for hecal com- 
monly rendered, as has al- 
ready been obferved (57) by 
another Greek word, but ne- 
ver, as we know, by kpoi\ 
This laft word, as made ufe 
of, both by them and Jofe- 
phus (58), fignifies either the 
whole of the building, or feme 
out-part of it, and is properly 
a facred place, or confecrated 
ground $ the court of Ifrael 
being its proper court, as it 
on compared round about im-* 
mediately that of the priefts, 
and mediately the temple it- 
felf and oxaclc. 


(Y) His words are, €i Be- 
yond this partition was an- 
other fquare court {Greek, 
sepoy) or building, with large 
porticoes or galleries a- 
bout it, and four ftately 
gates, that opened eaft, 
well, north, and fouth $ the 
doors all plated and in- 
laid with gold. This place 
was common to all the peo- 
ple — The ere&ing of this 
“ outward building was fo 
u ftupendous an undertaking, 
that no tongue can exprefs 
“ the difficulties of railing it $ 
“ and a man would have 
u ado to believe his own 
44 eyes that law it. Such h*§* 


($7 ) * Cbreu xxix. 4. all. £zek. xlv. 19, ($BJ dntfo. h viii, 

{op. 2. 


** lows. 



B. I, Explanation of Solomon\r Temple. 

Haste we now to fix the gates. There were three 
on three fides of the temple, eaft, north, and fbuth % s 
befides two on the weft fide. Thefe gates were kept hy 
wardens, trufted with power and authority, who had 
under them numbers of Levites \ for we read u, «« Among 
thefe were the divifions of the porters, even among the 
<c chief men, having wards one againft another, toferve 
,c in the houfe of the Lord m 3 and they oft lots, as well 
<4 the fmall as the great — for every gate.” We hav& nothing 
remarkable to fay concerning the north and eaft gates ; 
but, juft by that to the fouth, we find the houfe of Afup- 
pint x ; and what this houfe was, is not eafy to determine : 
however, as this belongs properly to our fubje&, we 
fhall make our beft endeavours towards a difcovery that 
way (Z). 

• • .It 

* i Chron. xxvi. 12, 13. # * Ibid. ver. 15. 


** lows, fuch depths to be fill- 
“ ed up, as a body could 
“ hardly have looked upon, or 
€t but fo much as fanfied/ 
M without turning his brain 
“ 400 cubits to be brought 
44 up to a level with the top 
44 of the mountain, only to 
44 make \he work regular, 
t( and the ground even. This 
44 port was incompafled a- 
44 gain with a kind of double 
44 cloyfter, and two rows of 
44 pillars, to fupport it ; eve* 
44 ry pillar being cut whole 
44 out of the rock ; the 
44 doors were all filver-work,” 
&c. 

(Z) The radical verb Afap 
fignifies to add y affemhle y or 
gather together y and the Seve- 
ral nouns derived from it keep 
all this primitive fenfe ; fo that 
it to be prefumed it is alio 
preferved in the word afuppim ; 
but, as this idea is indefinite, 
we muft try to fix it by the- 
ufc of this word, to be found 


only in the place already 
quoted, and a little lower (61 )> 
and in Nehemiah (62). In the 
firft quotation, the tranflation 
is word for word the houfe of 
Afuppim ; but the fenfe feems 
rather to imply each of the 
two houfes, for fo many there 
were under the direction of 
Obed-edom and his fons. in 
the fecond text, the tranflation 
fays, toward Afuppim two 
and two ( adding the word 
and , which is not in.the He* 
brew ) ; and, as far as can be 
judged, the true fenfe is this : 
There were (out Lenities trufted 
with the care of the A } uppim f 
two to the one, and two to the 
other. This feems to be con- 
firmed by the third paffage, 
that in Nehemiah $ for one reads, 
according to the Hebrew y For* 
ters keeping the ward at the 
Afuppim of the gates . In the 
verfion it is at the threjholds ; 
and, in the margin, treafuries 
or ajfemblies . It would have 




(61) 1 Chron* xxvi, 17. (62) Chap . xu> 15. 
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Apart* It will be pertinent enough, before we go the other 
#entt* gate, to put here together what we have more to fay 

concerning the other apartments we have delineated iii 
this court of the people. Upon which two things are 
very diftindlly to be confidered : the firft relates to the 
form and particular fituation of thefe apartments; and 
this, wemuft frankly own, we are ignorant of. But, as 
it was abfolutely neceflary to place them fomewhere, 

t 

been befter to have preferved is to fay, a prophet ; and its 
in the tranllation the Hebrew fituation is faid to have been 
word Afuppim, which, though next to the chamber of the 
a proper name, is there a cafe princes , or chief men; which, 
governed. And if the three in the temple, can be under- 
above-mentioned paffages are Itood only of the priefts, or 
carefully compared together, chiefs of the Levites. Befides, 
it will pjainly appear, that there it is 'faid, that this chamber 
were near the gate we have was above the chamber of Maa- 
been fpeaking of, two houies, feiah, the keeper of the door . 
or diftinft apartments, one on It was an upper room : and it 
each fide of this gate ; where is well known, that about bu- 
either the priefts or th cLevites, finefs of moment they met in 
or, it may be, both orders, af- • fuch rooms among the Jews, 
fembled at times, either about which was Hill a quftom in the 
bufinefs relating to the temple, time of the apoftles ('>4). Let 
or depofited all things of ufe that be as it will, there are 
in that confecrated place, fince feen here in the fame houfe 
gathering and ajfmbling are large rooms, different or di- 
equally an apt tranflition of ftinft both in relation to the 
the word Afuppim . Befidcs, we ufes they were put to, and the 
find in holy writ, that there perfons that occupied them, 
were fuch apartments or hou- whether they met or lodged 
fes within the inclofure or in them, in order to be of fer- 
precinft of the temple, or vice to the temple, or its mi- 
its courts. So, for exam- nifters ; or whether, in parti- 
pie, Jeremiah (63 } brought the cular the lower part, or ground- 
Rechabites into the houfe of the floor of thefe houfes, ferved 
Lord, into one of the chambers , as ftorehoufes, or treasuries, 
where he did put before them which, it feems, may be ga- 
pots full of wine, and fo on. thered from what is, related 
This room, which for that elfcwherc (65), That Anutziai 
very reafon, we may fuppofe took all the gold and fiher, and 
to have had feme extent, be- all the <vcffels that were found 
longed to the offspring of Ig- in the houfe <f God with 
daliah , a man of God, that Obed*edom. 

(63) Jer f xxxv. 2, (64) Ml u (65) o, Com. 

xxv. 24. 
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B. I. Explanation «f Solomon’.* Temple,' jij 

\*e have difpofed of them in the plaineft manner we could 
to the four corners of the temple, leaving to every one 
to fix apd reprefent them, as may be thought molt pro- 
per* The fecond thing we have to fay about thefe cham- 
bers, is concerning their real exiftencc, of which there 
is no room to doubt. For, fetting afide what has juft 
now been inftanced of the Afuppim , and apartments men- 
tioned by Jeremiah j and fuppofing them to be different 
from thofe we are now fpcaking of ; it is plain from holy 
writ d , that David gave to Solomon the pattern of the 
courts of the houfe of the Lord, and of all the chambers 
round about , of the trcafurics of the houfe of God, and 
of the treasuries of the dedicated things ; and this order 
was executed ; for c Ahijah was over the treafures of the 
houfe of God, and Gver the treafures of the dedicated 
things (B). To this it may be added, that in the temple 
of Z orobabely in Neh*emiab\ time, when, to be fiye, there 
had been n6 thoughts of exceeding Solomon's temple, Eli - 
djhib f the priejl having the overfigbt of the chamber , or 
rather of each chamber (C), of the houfe of God, had 
prepared for T obiah, one allied unto him y a great chamber , 
where aforetime they laid the in cat-offerings the frankin - 
cenfe y arid the vcjfels y and the tythes of the corn y the new 
. wine , and the 01L and tb* offerings in the courts of the 
houfe of G on. 

We would have thefe Lift words to be attended to, 
becaufe thefe chambers Ihould be carefully diftinguifhed 
from tbofe already mentioned which immediately joined 
the temple* For, befides that thefe laft, as has been feen 
Were very fmall, and did not feem to have been capacious 
enough for thofe ufes the others were pul to ; the dif- 
ference of their names makes it probable, that thefe cham- 
bers were different, Thofe about the temple arc called 

d r Chron. xxviii. ta. c Ibid. xxvi. 20. f Ne- 
Jiftn. xiii. 4, 5. g Vid. fup. p. 203, 204, h Ibid. p. 204. 

(B) It may not be unwor- be the four Hebrew chara&ers 

thy taking notice, that the fame there /“"DOT are not rightly 
word HI oszroth is equally punctuated for lifbcetb> in the 
in bdth texts, though it be fingular, a chamber , but ought 
differently tranflated, *>/*.//**£- to ha /e been fo for lejheuotk 
furies and treafures . in the pluial, chambers. Yet 

(C) According as has been one way 01 other, the fenic is 
obferved above, though it may much the .ame. 
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jatziagh (D), and thefc in the courts Ujhacoth ; and 
th^y were the chief porters that were over thefe cham- 
bers, or, as in the margin, ftorehoufes and treaftiries of 
the houfe of God 1 ; and very large they ought to have 
been indeed, fincc in one of them, the chamber of Ge - 
mariah, in the higher court (E), which was that we are 
about, Baruk did read the words of Jeremiah in the ears 
of all the people k ; which cannot well be underftood but 
of a confidprable number there met together (F). 

Wefi gates Let us now confider the gates to the weft, which de- 
ferve a particular attention. Thus fays the facred hifto- 

1 i Chron. ix. 26. k Jerem. xxxvi. 10. 


(D) r we take to have 
been fomewhat like the Italian 
corridorc, which fome derive 
from currere , where one may 
run in, round about an houfe, 
as you have fome furnilhed 
with bed-rooms in our hofpi- 
tds and colleges. And truly 
t he Hebrew word comes up to 
that notion, for jatzagh , 

is to lay f, and yW 1 jatzuagh , 
a bed, PfaL cxxxii. cxxxix. 
However, in the jatziagh be- 
longing to the temple, the 
rooms were of a fmaller fort, 
but ritOU/b lejhacoth, the lar- 
ger of them, like our dining- 
rooms, parlours, or halls. And 
indeed in that emblematical 
temple of Ezekiel, where all is 
reprefented in the height of 
grandeur And bignefs, far above 
that of Salomon's temple, there 
is no mention of any luch thing 
as jatziagh , but, in its Head, 
fo mady lejhacoth, Yet it may 
be objected, that David gave 
t® Salomon the pattern of the 
court of the houfe of the Lord, 
and of all the chambers, lejha • 
eotb, round about (64). True, 
they were luch rooms, but not 
* 

(64) x Chron . xxviii. 12. 


joining to the houfe, as the j*- 
tziaghs which Solomon built 
againft it ‘(65). 

(E) This is an expreffion 
that occurs but once, and ia 
therefore the harder to be un- 
derftood ; though of itfelf a 
plain one, which feems to be in 
relation to a court that flood 
l<*wer. But, it may be, no 
more is intended, than thereby 
to figni fy the great court. 
However, if higher mull be 
taken in the proper fenfe, to us 
it appears, it is the new court 
that is here called the higher , 
becaufe thereon was the tem- 
ple, in the eaft of the hill, 
where it is commonly fuppofed 
was its top. 

(F) It may be faid, indeed* 
he might read it out of a win- 
dow or balcony, which we are 
not willing to oppofe ; but 
then we further remark, that 
this chamber, out of which he 
read, was at the entry of the 
new gate , fuppofed to be the 
eaftern ; and near it, in either 
court, might be targe apart- 
ment). 


(65; 1 Kings vi. 5, 10. 
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B. I. Explanation.,*/ Solomon* j Temple. it| 

rian *, To Sbuppim and Hofah the hi came forth tuejhuard, 
with the Shallecheth, by the caufey of the going 
ward againjlward ; and m at Parbar wejlward , four at the 
caufey , two at Parbar. As to the firft at fouth-weft, the 
name may be applied, according to its etymology, to 
what comes out like a pri jifture, as we call it from the 
Latin , or a jutting or leaning out in a building. The 
word is found only in two places of Scripture, this of 
Chronicles , and another n , where it is faid of oaks, whofe 
fubjlance is in them when they cajl their leave!* fays our 
verfion ; but the Hebrew be-Jhallechcth , where the particle 
be ftands for in ; and Jhallecheth we Ihould fhink to be, 
what is rifen , or above-ground \ for here fuch trees very 
well fland or fubftjl (G). 

However, when the name of Shallecheth is given to 
the gate we are here fpeaking of, we fee it at the fame 
time joined to zcattfly. This was ajettee, bank, terrace, 
or bridge, that led up to the jemple. And here it feems 
ihould be placed the mifghad ma(je for the temple by 
the king 0 . The tranflation calls it pillars in the text, 
but in the margin rails (Heb. a prop) ; and in another 
place it bears the name of p mefilloth , rendered by terraces 
in the text, but in the margin Jlaysifleb. high-ways) ; the 
fenfe of all which comes tb one j for the ground without 
the temple feems to have been very uneven ; and, in order 
to make the coming to it not only commodious, but de- 
lightful, Solomon contrived an avenue over the valley, one 
end of which anfwered the gate Shallecheth , and the other 
the palace, over-againft the fouth-fide of the temple, to 
the north of mount Sion . It is in this difpofal or order 
we are to confider what is called <1 hit afeent , by which^tyt 
went up into the houfe of the Lord ; which afeent was 
v built by Solomon in fo coltly a manner, that it was looked 
upon with admiration by the queen of Sheba . Thus have 
we affigned a caufe why this gate Ihould be called Shal- 
lecheth i and as there was the greateft concourfe of thofe 

* i Chron. xxvi. 16. m Ibid. ver. 18. n Ifaiah 
vx. 11. '0 i Kings x. 12. p 2 Chron. ix. xi. 

1 * Kings x. 5. 

(G) This, to us, appears mazebeth , the fubfiftence, pro- 
to be the true notion tne Ik- perly , or fubfiftmgof a thing: 
d/re<w text gives of what wc wherefore it fjgnifies a p i>ar 
have feen rendered by the word and monument, Gen. ^exxv. 
fubjlance , which is 14. 20. 
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about the, court, and in general from the high city, bcr$ 
were two diftin<ft guard-houfes, parallel tt> one another, 
ofife under Sbuppim , and the other under his co-partner 
Hof ah. 

, But the fecond to the weft, towards the north of the 
temple, was for the inhabitants of that part of the city 
that has fince been called the lower $ and this gate was 
called Pavbar (H), the way leading to the fuburbs from 
it, named in facred hiftory Parvarim r . Now, as the 
temple might be more expofed on that fide than any-where 
elfe, and there was a very great concourle of people, the 
outlet of the road near the gate was guarded by four 
Levitts, and the gate itfelf by two more. But now let 
us return to the temple by the terrace-gate. 

Covert of Here we find the covert for the fabbath , and the king's 
the fab- entry adjoining to it ; for we read in facred hiftory s , that 
bath. king Ahaz cut off the borders of the bafes , and removed 

the laver from off them, and took down the Jca from the 
Irafcn oxen that were under it, and put ir upon a pave - 
?ncnt of Jiones : and the covert for the fabbath, that they 
had built in the houfe, and the king's entry without, turned 
he from the bcujc of the Loup, for the king of Afiyria. 
We prefume fomewhat of a commentary on this paflage, 
as to the two things here mentioned, will not be unac- 
ceptable to the reader. 

Jtffufee. We muft firft form to ourfelves an idea of this covert , 
called in Hebrew mufac . Sacah is to cover, and mafac 
a covering or veil. As for the thing ilfelf, wc muftlook 
for what may relate to it among thofe things built by Sola* 
man in the temple. At the time of its dedication one 
finds * he had made a brafen faff old (in Hebrew it is kior) 
of five cubits long, and five cubits broad, and three cubits 
high 5 and had Jet it up in the midjl of the court \ and upon 
it he flood ; and fo on. Here it is eafy to imagine a raifed 
Op place, where flood the king. It might be in the ihape 
of an hemifphere, or hollow veflVl, almoft like the concha, 
or triumphal car, of the Romans $ but whatever might be 

* 2 Kings xxiii. n, * $ Kings xvi. iS, 1 z Chron. 
vi. 13, , * v 

(H), Which word the targum fince %arbar had its iflue, or 
expounds by that of ba~ outlet, into the then out-parts 
rd 9 i. e. without ; and this of Jerufalem . 
ftnfe of it feexns very probable, 
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B- 1. Expiation ^Salomon’* Tempi#. $ tf 

this kior y it muft of neceflity have relied upon, or beeit 
fupported by, a pedeftal or column. This the Vulgati , 
following the Septuagint , expreffes by the word baft, In- 
Head of the Hebrew kior. Much the fame figure there- 
fore would have been made ufe of, both in the text and 
tranflations, where the whole takes its denomination from 
a part of the throne. W e fhall try to diftinguifh every 
every one of them that made up this royal feat. 

Firjiy We take notice of the bafe or column ; for it 
is faid of Jcajh, when- he was proclaimed king \ He Jiood 
upon the pillar : this is the true meaning of the Hebrew x j 
the fame turn of expreflion already made uf<? in relation 
to Solomon , although in the tranflation it is by a pillar ; 
and, what is very remarkable, the text adds Cammijbpbath * 
according to the manner, that is, as the kings were ufed 
to do in the temple, in their ufual place or throne. Ac- 
cording to this, Jojfiab , in order to renew the covenant 
Jiood upon the pillar , according to the text ; and this fame 
pillar the king flood upon, is- even in our tranflation * 
called his place ivherein he Jiood. It is plain to be feen 
this place was very fit and proper for the king, who ap- 
peared there at the head of the Ifraclites , in their courts 
jn the midjl of which the facred hiftorian has fixed the 
throne » before the altar b ? But it will not be amifs to 
pbferve, that the king did not ftand or fit there, when he 
ipame to the temple in the form of an humble fupplicant 
to the God of Ifrael , or to afk his counfel ; for in this 
cafe it feems the kings were mixed and confounded among 
the croud of their fubjedis (H). However, the throne 

was 

V 2 Kings xl 14. * IIDy Homed al-ha- 

moud, y 1 Kings xxiii. 3. z a Chron. xxJtiv. 

31, * Ibid. vi. 13. b Ubifup.Yer.i2. 

(H) At leaft it is faid of not ; for that, when JeboJha- 
Stzeiiah (1), after he had fhat before him (2), in fear of 
received the threatening letter the Moabites and Atmwmites % 

Of th$ Afyrian king. He went had proclaimed a faft. He 
ttp into the houfe of the Lord, jiood in the congregation of ]\i- 
and fpread it before the Lord, dah and Jerufalem, in the 
and prayed , Sec. where no men- houfe of the Lord, before the 
tion is made of his (landing new court, and there frayed ’ 
upon the pillar. And we are There the king would not ap- 
the more apt to judge he did pear upon his throne, but went 

(1) 2 King s xix. 14. (2) 2 cbvon. xx, 5, 

as 
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was the ordinary feat upon all folemn occafions, when ihe 
king appeared before the altar. And there alfo it was, 
ytfung JoaJh was featcd in ail the pomp of a king at his 
inauguration. So the hiftorian fays % 7 he king flood upon 
its pillar at the entering in, and the princes and the trum* 
pets , &c. Our tranflation here again is flood at his pillar ; 
but we do not chufe to vary where the text is uniform. 

Secondly , Upon this pillar was a fort of alcove, or fmall 
gallery, made, as we have hinted above, much in the. 
lame fhapfe as our pulpits . This refted on the central 
point of its convex fide, upon the pillar : there the king . 
might either fit or ftand, and turn himfelf about to the 
temple, altar, or confecration, as he had occafion, as is 
obferved of Solomon at the confecration of the temple f . 

Thirdly , The kior feems to have been covered, as is 
at prefent the throne of our kings, and for this reafon it 
was called mufac , which may be explained by canopy or 
cloth of # ftate, this third pa;;t denominating the two firft. 

But it is not eafy to conceive for. what reafon, to the 
idea of covering, is joined that of fabbath . The word 
fabbath properly is reft* and figuratively the folemn day 
on which one did reft. If you take it in the firft fenfe, 
it mult only be underftood, that the mufac covered the 
place where the king refted, t>r fat down (I), every one 
elfe Handing 8 : if you take it in the fecond fenfe, it may 
imply, that the kior , or throne, was covered with the 
mufac , or cloth of ftate, only on the laft day of the 
week, the day of reft or fabbath ; and then it was laid 
up till the next fabbath -day, unlefs fome high feftival 
intervened, that required the king’s prefence in the temple 
<K> It 

e z Chron. xxiii. tj. f i Kings viii. 14. 2 Chron. 
vi. 3. 12, 13. 6 2 Chron. vi. 3. 

as near to the temple as he fenfe; for they tranflate the 
well could ; which, in our covert of the fabbath by rb 
opinion is intimated by his KettjiPpas, the 

Handing before the new court ; foundation of the chair. Or 
for we have feen this court feat, 
was inuriediately next to the (K) It may give fome air of 
temple; whereas the court of probability to this fetond con- 
the priefc, properly fo called, jefture to take notice, that the 
before which flood the throne, mufac was furely a very rich 
was farther off. and valuable piece of work, 

(I) The feventy interpreters fince Aha% made ufe of it with 
feern to have taken it in this a defign to glut the avarice of 

6 the 



8. 1. Explanation of Solomon** Temple. ai, 

• It will now be proper to fhew the agreement between Kings en+ 
what we have been fpeaking of, and the kings entry with- try. 
out. In order to do this, it will be needful to confitfer 
what is written in the New Teftament concerning Solo- 
mon’s porch : Chrift ufed to walk then in the temple 
the apoftles were all with one accord there alfo k , and all 
the people ran together unto them in the porch that is 
called Solomon 9 s ] . Now, that this king had built fuch a 
porch, Jofepbus acknowleges m ; but placeth it eaftward, 
which teems to be an error, unlefs he meant, tffat it went 
eaftward, which is true, in our opinion. However, the 
authority of St. Luke and St. John is fufficient to make 
us conclude, that, among the feveral porticoes the temple 
was adorned with in their time, one in particular was 
looked upon as Solomon ’s ; a fure fign that it was fuppofed 
he had built one, which fufficeth for our purpofe. 

We {hall not he’re undertake to deferibe exactly the Solomon^ 
firuQure, nor even the fituatioa, of that built by Solomon. porch. 

It only appears in general, that it might reach or extend, 
itfelf from the gate, where ended the terrace by which the 
king went up from his palace* to the temple, and that it 
was carried forwards in a ftrait line, as far as over-againft 
the mufac \ but then to ^o to the mufac joining to the 
wall of the court of priefts, one muft turn to the left, 
and that turning will ffrecifely be the mebo y or kings 
entry. It is to be fuppofed the porch from the gate Shal- 
lecheth y as far as this entry, might be a common paffage 
for the ufe of the public, as well as of the king ; but 
from the turning to the throne, as has already been ob- 
ferved, it was the king’s entry properly fo called $ which 
confequently was adorned and enriched much more mag- 
nificently than the reft. For which reafon Ahaz made 
ufe of it, as well as of the covert of the Jabbath , to buy 
theaffiftance of the king of AJfyria. Not that we are 
to think, that Ahaz deftroyed the whole building, which 
was not neceffary ; but as we read of Hezekiab ”, that he 
cut off the gold from the doors of the temple of /A* Lord, 
and from the pillars which he had over- laid y and gave it . 
to the king of Aflyria \ Ahaz now did the fame, taking 

1 Johnx. 23. k A&s v. 12. 1 Ibid. iii. si. 

m Antiq. 1. xx. c. 8, & bell. Jud. 1 . v. c. c. 11 z Kings 
xviii. 1 6. 

the king of A 'fyria , whom he his aid againft the king of Tar- 
had very imprudently called to mafeus ( i), 

(i) a Kings xv i. 7. £? 18. 
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ettvety a portion out of the houfe of the Lori> via. The 
kirijfs entry and covert for the Jabbath i juft as Hezekiah 
did the reft abovefaid. 

Bvt what may be of more weight in this inquiry is, 
that this hypothefis of the fituation of the mufac , or 
royal throne, will clear up a circumftance in JehoaJh\ 
inauguration, otherwise very difficult to be underftood p. 
It is well known, that that prince, by Jeboiada* s means, 
having be^i proclaimed in the temple, the noife was heard 
by Athaliah in her palace ; upon which fhe, in hafte, ran 
to the temple by the terrace-walk, which for her was the 
readieft and fhorteft way (K). She went in at the gate 
Shallecheth , and crofled what we have called the portico, 
or porch of Solomon , at leaft that part of the court, where 
Hood in arms the Levites , according to the dire<Stion$ of 
the high-prieft They, feeing the cjueen, but having no 
particular orders concerning her, did let her advance, fo 
that fhe drew nearer ; and, coming as far as the kin ft 
4 « 

• 2 Chron. xxviii. 21. p 2 Kings xi. pafr. z Chron, 
xxiii. pafH * 2 Kings xi. 5. II. 

(K) We confcfs no place of the higher city, orcityofZWiV. 
Scripture gives the fituation of ftnd then at the foot of this 
this palace, fo as to fix. it ex- mount,onapl^in,orlevelfurface 
a&ly. However, it is proba- to the eaft, you meet with the 
ble, the ground it flood upon palace of Solomon , though not 
was called the middle city , as in a low place ; for, to the 
we have it in the margin of north, a large valley lay be- 
our tranflation, though in the twixt it and the temple, fland- 
text, middle court (66). The ing itfelf upon that other hil- 
truth of which is, what is lock called Moriah . further* 
written in the Hebrew, called, it appears (67), that the 
ketib, is -Vyn hahir, the city ; place Hood in the eaflern part 
but what is, according to the of Jerufalem , where was the 
Maforitesy called keri, is court of the prifon, the wa- 
hazer , or chazer , a court, ter-gate, and the horfe^gate 
Now fuppofmg, as is likely, that led to the palace, #hofe 
the true reading to be hahiry front looked up to the temple, 
this Ihews where the palace both places having am eafy 
flood; for nothing could well communication by the cele- 
fce called the middle city , but brated terrace, or afcent, late- 
what had weft ward the top of ly mentioned, 
mount Sion, whereon was built 

(66) 2 Kings XX. 4. (67) Nciem. iii. 25^—28. Conf. a King$ 

xi. 16. 2 Cbrcit. xxiii. 15. 
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entry , or direflly over-againft it, it is laid «*, She looked* 
and, behold , the king flood upon his pillar at * the tntring in p 
and the princes and the trumpets by the king. — Then mha~ 
liah rent her clothes , and [aid , Treafon ! Treafm ! Here- 
upon the high-prieft, Jehoiada , ordered the commanding 
officers to have her forth of the ranges x $ which, accord- 
ing as their armed Levites were polled, could not more 
conveniently and with greater furety be done, tb&ft in 
opening the ranks towards the gate of Afuppim^ which 
was over-againft the king’s entry to the loutB.(L). By 
this gate then Athaliah was thruft out of the temple im- 
mediately ; and, the better to hinder her fro*hi returning 
to her palace, they conduced her towards the fields, 
through the eaftern gate of Jerufalem , called Miphkad* 
or priton-gatc u ; then, turning to the right by the corner 
down to the horfe-gate eallward of the palace, there- 
abouts flie was killed 1 . Soon after, the high-prieft brought 
the king from the temple to the palace, by tfie way of 
the gate of the guard (M), and thence through the great 

or 

r 2 Kfngs xi. 14. s 2 Chron. xxiii. 13. t 2 Kings ubi 
(up. 15. Sc 2 Chron. ubi fup. 14. u Nehem. iii. 31. xii, 

3. 9. x Jer. xxxi. 40. * y 2 Kings xi. 16, 2 Chron. 

xxiii. 13. Nehem. iii. 28. 

(L) Being divided in three king coming to the temple 
parts, the Levites had three through this gate, any one 
different pofts joining to one may fee, that there was their 
another (68) ; one third part proper llation in the avenue, 
was to guard the King's houfe , It is alfo called the gate of 
or apartment, next to the tern- foundation , becaufe of the pro- 
pie, Southward; another to jetture there made with the 
be at the gate of Sur t or turn- terrace, as has been obferved, 
ing f which feems to be that of (M) So fays the Jirft of the 
Jfuppim, whereat the king facred hiftorians (70), mean- 
turned to his throne. It is, ing, as we take it, the gate 
indeed, called by another name* that before has been .called 
but very like it in the Hebrew, the gate beyond the guard, 

*vix. the gate of Sippim, where Shallecheth, or foutb-weftern 
pur verfion has doors or thre- gate. But if one. had rath^ 
ft old . The laft was at the that the gate of the. guard, 
gate beyond the guard , or run - here, which is fomewhat dif- 
nfrs (69), which feems to be ferent from the other, fhould 
that of S bailee heth. For the Bonify the fame with the high 

(68) See z Kings xi. 5, ($c. z Chron. xxiii. 4, ($c. fS(j) See of 

them, a $*m. xv. 1. 1 Kmgs i, 5. aoiv. ^7. (70) % King* xi. 19. 

gate 



M i* Ajjpfcndfat to tht Hijlory of the Jews*. 

or high gate of that palace *. This w$ reckon is the 
true Fcnte ; though feme would underftand by this high 
gate, a gate of the temple ; but there was no fuch gate 
in the temple till the reign of Jotham , of whom it is 
laid in exprefs terms *, He built the high gate of the 
houfe of the LokD 5 which is generally taken to be that 
towards the eaft (N). But let this fuffice : poflibly we 
have launched out too far, and ventured upon too many 
conjedures ; but we hope the reader will do us the juftice 
to acknotflege we have kept our word, in carefully diftin- 
guifcing between probable opinions, and things of greater 
certainty. 

We beg leave to conclude the whole with one remark. 
It is allowed, that the main fcope of the facred writings 
was not fo much to fatisfy our vain curiofity, as to infpire 
US with the love of all Chriftian virtues ; and therefore, 
though we may juftly expert, that every thing which re- 
lates to this latter, which* is the eflential of religion, 
Ihould be delivered with all poffible clearnefs, it would 
be abfurd to expefl the fame fatisfa&ion about the former. 
Thofe lefs important points, many of which are well 
worth inquiring after, make a branch of Chriftian philo- 
logy, in which every man, heing forced to fupply the want 
of evidence with probable conje&ures, is intitled to differ 
from others, whenever he thinks his own better ground- 
ed. But though, in points like this we have been upon, it 
be almoft: lawful to err, yet thofe are more excufable, who 
keep a conftant regard to the facred original above all 
things, than thofe who manifeftly depart from it to follow 
their own fancies, or the fabulous accounts of the Jews . 

* 2 Chron. xxiii. 20. .* 2 Kings xv. 35. Sc 2 Chron. 

xxvii. 3. 

gate in Chronicles , where the (N) This we do remark, be- 
guard of the king’s houfe caufe Ezekiel { 71) fpeaks of 
flood ; this will make Ho va- the higher gate that lieth to- 
riation in the main ; for, as it <1 vard the north , the fame, it 
is rightly fuppofed to have feems, with that which Jere- 
•been in th. front of the pa- miah (72) calls the high gate of 
bee, it wat the firft gate they Benjamin, •which •was n ’33 
nit coming from the Lord's bebeth, in or hj the houfe, tf 
to the King's houfe over the the Lord. 
terrace, or afeent: 

OtJ Csf. XX. t. 

Now, 


{71) Cep. ix. z. 



A Defer* f time/ J«ru&lem* * 

Nbw, as we have drawn the greateft part of oar lig^t 
from the former, we are fenfiblc, that tnofe, who have 
blest converfant with all the pompous deferiptiont we 
have extant, will be furprifed to find this come fo vaftly 
(hort of the boafted magnificence of that facred building. 

But let it be remembered, that ? as this was defigned to 
contain no more than could be met with, or fairly de- 
duced from the facred writings ; fo the reader will at 
leaft reap this benefit from it, that he will now be # better 
able to judge what is, or is not, authentic in other'plans 
of this ftrufture, than he could have been without it* 


A c Defcriptkn of J erusalem. 

AFTER the accous /c we have given of the holy city’* 

** greateft ornament, the templevf Solomon, we have 
thought it would not be unacceptable, for a more com- 
prehenfive view of the whole, to fubjoin a defeription of 
the city itfelf, according to the facred hiftorians. 

It is a general fuppofition, though, as we prefume, 
without any fohd argument to fupport it, that Melchife-™^ ******** 
dek* s Salem flood in the fame place, where afterwards was 
built the city, the fubjefl: of our prefent inquiry (A). We 
will not, at this time, undertake to decide the queftion ; 
but fhall only take notice of the habitations of the Ca - 
naanites , who dwelt here, and in the adjacent parts, being 
called Jehus and Jehufi \ David , having taken from 
them the mountain, upon the top of which was their 
jlrong-hold , made it his place of refidence b ; and this is 
commonly called Zion, or the city of David c . Under 
Solomon the name of Jerufalem either firft began, or firft 
got the better of the other ; but there being no fure rcafon 


• Jofti* xv. 8. xviii. 28, & alib. 
Pf. xlviii. &paC t Chron. xi. 5. 


* 2 Sam. v. 7— 9* 


(A) What is generally al- 
leged, that the tabernacle 
was in Salem ( 1 ), proves only 
that it was the Shortened or 
abridged name of that city, 
like that of Solyma. Some 


even have faid Solymus fox Hit* 
rofolymitanus (2). 

Solymo mgr ant em pulvtrtfr+t 
trtm . 


( 1 ) Pfalm Ixxvi. 3* (a) V*ltr. TUv % /* i. Arg$nsut, 


affigned 





HoBnefs . 


Extent* 


4 Defcriptim o§ Jerufalejn; 
aligned; -for this, nor any determined ilgnification affixed » 
•to the name, we will dwell no longer upon thefe uncer* 
taintie9 e , but enter into the matter in hand, by confide*- 
irtg Jtrufakm . 

In regard to it$ holinefs 5 we muft not imagine this 
attribute has been given to it by the rabbies only, or by 
the legend of the lhekels, which is fervfaiem the holy K 
Jfaiah e tells us, that the Ifraelites call themfelves of the 
holy, city* Nebemiah twice qualifies it by that title * $ all 
which* doth fufficicntly fticw it was generally called fa. 
In the New Teftamcnt g the fame title is feveral times 
given to it. Befides, it is well known, that in the P films 
it bears the name of city of Goo h 5 in the prophets 1 we 
read, that it (hall be called the throne of the Lord ; our 
Saviour himfelf calls it the city of the great King k , as 
being hallowed and confederated in a particular manner 
by God’ 9 refid ence in the temple* The rabbies add, that 
there was a penalty fof bidding the leaving a dead corpfe 
in it the fnace of a night, and that the importation of 
dead mens bones was unlawful : notwithttanding this, in 
it were contained the tombs of the royal family m . It is 
further added by the rabbles, that within its walls were 
not, to be feen gardens, tiees, dung, or lime-kilns, or 
even cocks. I11 it no houfes were to be lett ; and this, I 
think, means only that the inhabitants were obliged to 
exercife hofpitality by entertaining their brethren, on whom 
it was incumbent to refort from all parts to Jerufalem on 
the days of the great fejlivals* 

It is no eafy matter preciiely to determine the extent of 
this city in its different changes. Its mod antient ftate of 
perfe&ion was under the flou riffling reign of its founder's 
fucceffor, we mean Solomon ; in whofe time this city, be* 
fore embellished by his father David , appeared in its 
greateft luftre and beauty $ and there is no great likelihood, 
that it was enlarged by thofe that came after him. Thj 
general and indeterminate deferiptions, to be found in the 
authors of thofe times,* will not permit us, as we have 
juft now hinted, to fettle, with any exadtnefs, the bounds 

c De hoc nomine vide fupr*, vol. ii. pag. 465, (C). 
* mmpr I BPW1V. See vol. Hi. pag. a 15. « Ifa. 

3 e!t m. t . * Neheib. xi. 1. 18. * Mat*. iv. 

5, &paff, * Pfel. xlvi. 4. 1 Jerem* iii. 17. cbtl. 

Ezek. xxviii. 2J. Joel iii. 17. 7 ech.viii. 3. k Matth. 

v. 35. coll. PC xlviii. 3. 1 In Gemara Bava Kama & 

libro Siph’ra ap. Rfland. ® Vid» Joseph, ant. vii. fin. 

ifehem. iii. 16. See before, vol. ii. p. 446, Sc fcqq. 
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B. I. A Defaipticn of Jeruflfem. , 8|| 

. of it. We wifi, however, venture to fuppofe its circum- 
ference, at firft, to have been about feven or eight ftcmia y 

or a Roman mile. It was certainly twice, or proDabfy threfe 
times, as large under Solomon. After the captivity , this 
city, being rebuilt, took up much the fame fpace as before $ 
as may be gathered from Nebemiah 9 s n defeription of the 
ruins of the city, and its condition after it was repaired. 

This defeription of Nebemiah we fhall take particular no- 
tice of ; and, at the fame time, fhall not let that of Jo- 
fephus ° pafs unheeded. According to this hifto*ian, the 
whole circumference of Jerufalem was 33 Jladia p ; which 
is about four miles and 125 paces. But Hecatcns, who 
has deferibed it fuch as it was in his time, under Ptolemy 
Lagus^y gives it no lefs than 50 Jladia r , probably include- 
ing the out-parts , which properly did not belong to it 5 
for there is no reafon to believe, that there was any con- 
fiderable decreafe fronf the time of Hecateus to that of 
Jo fephus \ fo that w/ muft ftand to the meafure of the 
Jaft of thefe : we will only add,*that Hecateus y s aflertion, 
that there were in Jerufalesn one hundred and twenty thou - 
fand inhabitants, is very probable (B). 

The fituation of this capital city of Judea has always Situation* 
been extremely advantageous. The agreeable variety of 
rifing grounds with which it was incompafled % the fruit- 
ful meadows that lay between, interfperfed with clear 
•rivulets, and wholfome ftreams 1 ; the hills on which it 
flood, which rofe gradually one behind another, and looked 

n Nehem. ii. iii- & xii. 0 Bell. Jud. vi. 4. p Ibid. 

N°. iii. q Diod. Sicul. lib. i. r Apud Joseph. 

C. Apion. * mb nuD Cjnn abw rv pfai. cxxxv. 2. 

1 2 Chron. xxxii. 3, 4. 

(B) His words are, twelve dit, Jofephus adds, as an un- 
/Smyriads ; now a ihyriad is doubted proof, that in Ctefas's 
10,000 ; and 120,000 inha- enrollment at the paflover were 
bitants may feem rather too reckoned 25 5,600 lambs. Now 
few for fuch an extent as had there were not lefs than ten 
Jerufalem of four miles. We men to each lamb ; fo that the 
fee that in the fiege perifh- number of thofe that were pu- 
ed, according to Jofephus (8), rified according to the law, be- 
1 100,000 men, iauuxJ'ssmclIqv fides the reft, muft have been 
Kccifitta , befides 97,000 taken two millions five hundred and 
prifoners during the war ; and fifty-fix thoufand. 
that this may gain more cre- 

( 8 ; De bell. Jud. Lulu 

a 


Vol. IV, 


like 



A TkJcrtpHon <of Je^ulafan. 

like a natural amphitheatre , made up as pleafing and de- 
ligimful a profpedt as can well be conceived. 

• Of thefe lulls the two largeft, Zion and Jcra 9 were 
dire&ly oppohte to each other ; on Moriah , whofe oom- 
paf> might be about thiee quarters of a mile, Solomon bulk 
the temple. OF the two firft we will take a more di- 
ftindt view, beginning by mount Z ion. 

This hill, as has already been fhewn *, bounded to 
the fouth the whole circumference, and reached from 
weft to eaft. The weftern fide was higheft, and bounded 
by the vfillev of Hinnom (E), as the eaftern was by that 
of Jehojhaphat u , which, it is thought, joined the other 
towards the fouth w . Here were fcveral fprmgs, particu- 
larly that of Gihon *, or Shiloah y, which ran very plen- 
tifully with exceeding good water. To the north, Zion 
had another \ alley that lined it from one end to the other, 
named by fofephus ' the valley of \/je ebeefemonget s \ pro- 
bably the fame as that diftinguifhemin Zephaniah a by the 

L 

x Sec above, vol. ii. p. 401 (S), 465, & feqq. • Jotl 
iii. 2. w Kimciii in loc. x 1 Kings i. 33. 2 Chron. 

xxxii. 30. y Ifai. viu. 6. John ix, 7. * Ubi fup. 

in ecphrafi. a Cap. 1. 11. 


(E) W*gg htnnom , fo 
it is called (9) in k )ojhua> where 
Hinnom is a man’s name. In 
another place \ 10) it is the 
nj alley of the fan r or children 
of Hinnom; and it is laid, 
that in this valley was Topheth , 
where the children were made 
to pafs through the fire in ho- 
nour fo Moloch. Upon this 
account it is thought this place 
took its name from the tears 
the children Ihed whilft burn- 
ing, and from the noife of the 
drums which were kept beat- 
ing. in order to drown their 
ihrieks. But the text in Jofhua 
fhews, that the valley bore 


this name long before it was 
put to fuch an ufe, if ever it 
was put to it at all. At leaft, 
if we believe Maimon , and 
other rabbies, the children 
were made to pafs through the 
flame only, as being, by that 
ceremony, confecratcd to the 
idol ( 1 1 ). However, in later 
times, the carrion was thrown 
into this valley (12}: and, 
when it did not wafte away 
fait enough, frequently burnt. 
This has given room to fix 
upon the word Geema (which 
reprefents in Greek and Latin 
the Hebrew word) the notion 
of hell-fire (13). 


* (9) 8 . (10) 2 Krnpxxm. 10 . 

dtn by is, (ynt.u cap . 6 . (12) z Kwgs ubi fup . 

% 2 . 29, 30, pafj ind. fup % W, ii, p» 413, 


( 11 ) SM do 
(13) Mattb. v. 


epithet 
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epithet of the Machthefb (G), trsnflated by the Sfytua- 
gint tw KctTAKiKQ^kvm^ that wits cut into , or made holow 

(H). 

Ac"Ra (I), with the faid valley to the fouth, flood to Acra. 
the b north of Z ion ; its declivity was equal on every fide, 
as Jofephus fays c ; according to whom, Jcrufalcm was 
built upon the two hills, Z ion and Acra, dire&ly oppo- 
fite one to another, and feparated by the valley of the 
chcefemongrrs . The firft war higher, and its length form- 
ed a much ftraiter line than the fecond. Upon that is, 

Z ion, flood the high city , in the author’s time called the 
high market-place. The lower city flood upon A era $ but, 
before that, bore other names, as hath been already ob- 
ferved in the description of the temple d . 

Let us now examine thefe mountain?, in relation to 
their different wards ob quarters, flreets and public places, 
as vveli as palaces, an/ mofl remarkable buildings. 

b Ubi fup. in ccphrrfi. c Ibid. d Vid. fup. p. 216. 


(G) Which word fignifies a 
mortar, or any hollow thing. 
Thus the T WrCQ, whjch 
fo fcafonably refrefhed Sam fori** 
thiril, is univerfally rendered 
the hollow of the rock Icchi , 
fo called from its relcmblancc 
to a jaw-bone [20). 

(H) In the fame manner, 

2 6 aw. xxiii. 20. bailor *(in 
our ti .inflation a pit , in which 
Binaiuh , in tune of (how, 
few a lion ), literally the pit , 
was probably a known place, 
fo named from its cavity and 
hollownefs, and may very well 
be the deep valley here men- 
tioned. . Whatfccms to favour 
this conje&ure is, that Benaiah 
was one of David's mighty 
men or captains. Now, it is 
very pollible, that be, being 
upon duty at the gate of the 
city of David, on mount Zion , 
and hearing, in the valley at 


the foot of the palace, the 
roaring of a lion , whom 
want of food, in time of /novo, 
had brought thither, defirous 
of iignalizing himfelf by fo 
lingular an adlion, immediately 
went down, encountered and 
ddboyed the hungry rapacious 
beak. 

(I) This name feems to be 
bon owed from the Greek c*- 
epci 9 an eminence ; and fome- 
times a citadel, or fertrefs 
(21). It is well known, 
that there was one built up- 
on this hill by Antiochus , and 
afterwards laid even with the 
ground by Simon (22). And 
to this reafon it mufl be afcri- 
bed, that Acra had been fmee 
diihnguilhed by that name ; 
notwithllanding the Aargum 
(23) makes fome times ufe of 
this expreflion, the Acra , that 
is, the citadel, of Zion . 


(?l) I Waccab. i. y. 
(23) On 2 Sam. v, 


0.2 


(20) Jud. xv. 17, &T 
Joftpb. ar.tif. & xui. 


(22) S;e 

The 
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Wards . The principal quarter was called the city of David e , 

on fhe top of mount Zion , towards the weft. This was 
a fortification which inclofed that king's palace ; and it 
is likely that near this, afterwards, flood that of Herod f 
which ferved as a citadel f . To the weft of the fort was 
nBirn Mizpah y or Mafpha : the difficulty would be to 
prove that Mizpah was a part of Jerufalem y it being fure, 
that near it was a fmall town that bore that name 
Thefe are the words of Nehemiab II : (C Sballum y the fon of 
4< Col-hofe, ruler of the^B Pelec of Mizpah , repaired the 
cc gate cf the fountain." Now Pelec in Hebrew is a ftaff *, 
and fo may fignify a diftridl, ward, or quarter, fuhjed 
to a particular jurifdidtion or infpe&ion, in the fame 
manner as rtottJ Jhebet , a rod, fignifies a tribe. The 
Chaldee dialed! makes ufe of Pelac , and Pileca, in 
the fame fenfe as is here given to Pelec . The Arabians 
give this name, which they pronounce Price , to a fphere ; 
fo that it would be a pretty good tnuiilation of ^ctpo/juot, 
parijb , as it denotes the neighbourhood round about. The 
Septuagint tranllate it here part , or portion ; but every- 
where elfe in this chapter it is a circumference 

of land , a diftridt of more or lefs extent. We (hall there- 
fore venture to fay, that Mizpah was one of the quarters 
of Jerufalcm , and that it was divided into two parts ; 
that we are fpeaking of, to the weft, and the other, 
where flood the arfenal , and where Ezer was ruler k , to 
the eaft of the fort refs. 

Another quarter, divided into two parts, bears the 
name of 'Jerusalem *, which had two rulers, each of half 
a quarter. 1 hi^ is the part which Jofephus m calls the 
city, with rdpedt to the citadel ; and both together 
made the upper city. There were three other quarters, 
which, it feems, might be looked for in Acra, viz. Beth - 
ukerem , Bethzur , and Keilah. 

Streets. As f° r ejheets, in Hebrew rvmn Hhouzoth ", all 
we know concerning thole of JcrufaUm , at that time, 
is, that as therd was one bearing the name of Haophim y 
i. e. Baker s-Jlrcet ° \ fo there might be others, which 

e 2 Chron. xxxiii. 14. Nehem.xii. 37, & alib. f Bell. 
Jud. & Jerem. xl. 10. h Nehem. iii. 15. 

1 2 Sam. iii. 29. k Nehem. iii. 19. * 1 Ibid. 9, 

& 12. m In eephrafi, & bell. Jud. 1 . vi. c. 6. n pf. 
cxliv. 13, Prov. vii. 12, & alib. 0 Jerem. xxxvii. 

ver. ult. 


bore 
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bore the names of other trades ; thus the valley, in 
pbus’s time, was called Tyropeon p. ^ , 

Dim Rebob properly is an open place (KJ : in the Re- Placet* 
hoboth , according to Ezekiel % were built tne high places. 

In the book of EJlhcr r , an officer of the king of Perfta 
goes out to Mordecai , in the Rehob of the town, over* 
againft the gate of the palace, which feems to have been 
made ufe of by the courtiers to walk it. In the Rebob 
of Jerufalem % Hezekiab affembled his generals, and 
made a fpeech to them. The people were gathered to* 
gether by Ezra 1 in a Rehob of the temple, and the priefts 
and Leviies by Hezekiab u in the eaftern Rebob ; we muft 
fuppofe thefe two to have been parts of the vacant fpace 
that furrounded the courts of the temple. Laftly, there 
was a Rebob near the water-gate w , which muft have been 
vaftly large, fince it contained all the people of both 
fexes, that flocked tiuther from all parts, in order to 
hear Ezra read the law, upon a fcaffbld, or ftage, eredled 
upon this occafion at one end of the place, in fuch a 
manner, that Ezra had the whole affembly facing him. 

If we have not yet taken notice of Millo , it is 

becaufe we do not find it in Scripture diftinguifhed by 
any of the above-mentioned names, or indeed by any other 
name than Millo. When David took from the Jebufites 
the top of mount Z ion, he then built round about from 
Millo and inwards , fays the text of Samuel x , where it 
is eafy to underftand, a caftle was built on this mount, 
furrounded with ftrong walls, and probably of a circular 
form. This building had on the eaft what is called Millo , 
and on the other fides was bounded by the hill itfelf ; in- 
fomuch that the city of David was within mount Z ion 
on the north, weft and fouth, but was bordered eaft ward 
by Millo (L). Although it is faid in the text y Solomon 

built 

P Bell. Jud. ubi fup. ** Ezek. xvi. 24. r Efther 
iv. 6. 1 2 Chron. xxxii. 6. c Ezra x. 9. u 2 Chron. 

xxix. 4. w Nehem. viii. 1. 4. Add the Rehob of the 
gate Ephraim, ibid. 16. x 2 Sam. v. 9. coll. 1 Chron. 
xi. 8. y Vid. 1 Kings ix. 15. 24. & xi. 27. 

(K) The root 3 m figni- (L) Without doubt Millo 
ries to inlarge j fo that Re - doth fignify fomething either 
bob is literally a large place, full , or to be filled ; at leaf!, 
and is made ufe of to iiguify this may be deduced from the 
the place , or fquare t of a two Hebrew words that come 
town. Judges xix. 1 j. ' nearcft to it, melo, fulnefs, and 

3 miluath , 
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buHfyti ye^tfoe context fhews, that he only made mehd 
of* it, or repaired it; and as much did Hezekiah in hial 
time *. Who the firft was that built it* we do nbt 
know ; but it fecms to have been a work of the febufitei^ 
whofe government was almoft a democracy , like that at 
Athens . 

Buildings . j^ ET us next vifit the public buildings in Zhn : the 
rirfl that offers itfelf is the palace of king Davids on the 
top of ttye mount in the midft of a fortrefs a . There 
was a flight of fleps to go up to it b ;-to the north of 
thefe fteps, or flairs, flood the tomb of David , of which 
fofephns tells many wonderful florres at the end of the 
fe-venth book of his antiquities. At the bottom of the 
Heps was the houfe of the Mighty c . This, in my opi- 
nion, ferved as a guard-houfe toothe pJace, or at leaft 
was the ilation of fume chief Yommanders, without 

whofe leave no one was permitted to go up to the houfe ; 

* 

2 2 Chron. xxxiih 5. a 2 S3m. v. 9, & feqq, 

b Nehem. iii. 15. c Ibid. 16. 

mluath , beazel, or collet, in would be no abfurdity in fupi 
which are inch. a fed precious poling it to have been a fpa-* 
fh>nes. So Mo/h , receiving cious open place, fuch as the 
orders about the brcaft-plate, Campus Mar tius at Rome, where 
is bid to fill the beazel, mi - the people met for their re* 
luath, with a flone (24), that ci cation, on feflival and other 
the flones fhall be fet in gold rcjoicing-days, or about pri- 
in their inclofings (25), and vate or public affairs. It may 
that they were inclofed in be placed at the foot of the 
ouches of gold in their inclo* city of David, going to the 
fmgs, bemilluotham (26). So valley between Zion and Jcra, 
then Mil/o was hmzihmg filled in the centre of the whole 
up ; and this we are very ready circumference of Jerufalem . 
to allow ; for, to make it fit Others imagine it to be a 
for the ufe we have been fpeak- Jlreet , beginning at the fleps 
ing of, it was required, that, of the city of David, and 
Sti fome places this fpot of reaching as far as Acra , or 
ground ft odd be .made level, Moriah 5 or elfe a wall along 
and in others filled up, in or- the valley betw?en the two 
der to its being uniform, and hills ; and laftly, the valley 
of a piece. itfelf. But this feems lpfs pro- 

For this reafon, and. from bable than wmat we at nrft 
what is laid in Scripture, there hinted. 1 

(14) Exod, xxvii;. 17, 05 ) Ibid, 23. f 2 6 J Ibid . xxxix. 

fuch 
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fUch as we fuppofc the thirty-one worthies d , among wljom 
War Uriah the Hittite . • 

Next was the arfenal , or armoury e , at the turning 
of the wall f , in Hebrew called Mikzoah (M) ; but the 
arfenal itfelf, by a compendious expreffion, or way of 
fpeaking, was called 'Jtfon Hanneftoek , for Nejbek is a 
weapon, or arms. The word haith % a houfe, muft 
therefore be underftood. 

Not far from the at fenal , and more towards the middle 
of the city was, if not the palace of an high-fa ieft, at 
leaf! a pontifical place r then in the pofTciSon of EUaJhib L 
Nehemiab mentions it only occafionally, when he fpeaks 
of the repaii s of the walls of the city ; but even from 
the little that is faid of it, wc may gather, that it was a 
fpacious building. Lower, at a very little diftance, we 
find the houfe of Azcpiab, a man of diftin&ion of the 
tribe of Benjamin h .« But it is time to come to the i>a - 
lace or palaces . * 

And here the books of King* indeed mention three 
houfes built by Solomon ; the iii ft tliey call the houfe 
where he dwelt * ; the fecond, the houfe of the foieft of 
Lebanon k ; and the third was that whLh he made for 
Pharaoh's daughter 1 ; but this laft I take to have been 
only a fpacious apartment (N) added to the fiift houfe, 
whofe fituation it is not very difficult to fix. For on ' 

d 2 Sam. xxiii. 8, & feqq. e Ibid. 39. f Ne- 

hem. iii. 19. & Ibid. 20. h Ibid. 23. 1 1 Kings 

vii. 1.8, k Ibid, 2. 1 Ibid. 8. 

(M) yypD is properly the zoah ; Behold , fays he (z8\ 
opening of an angle, which in every ytfpu coiner of the 
confequently forms a fpace ; court there *was a court . 
but H 33 pinnah is the point of (N) Beth is often taken in that 
angle, or, as it is called by fenfe, as when Rebckah runs to 
artifts, a faliant angle; fo her mother’s betb (29), apart- 
the wall had a turning out here, ment $ or lodging ; ana fo is the 
and this juftifies the tranflation ; houfe of the women (30) t? 
and any one may fee, that it be undei flood in the book of 
formed a corner, or open place, E fiber ; the faid houfe pro- 
in the interior angle. For this bably not being feparate from 
reafon, ‘fuch* an opening in the king’s, but part of it. 

Ezekiel's temple is called Mik- 

(28) EkjL xivi. 2i. (29) Gen. x>uv. 28. (;0 EJiber 

ii. 9. 

, 4 one 





4 Description of 

oneAde, this palace was almoft parallel to the Watergate 
anit!f on the other, there was a communication between it 
ahd the temple, 1 >y means of the terrace built by Solemn 
over the valley n . I in) apt to think that the fecond wad 
a fummer- retirement, fince we have it upon record, that 
Solomon built it in the foreft °. But yet I would not con- 
tradict thofe who are of opinion, that it was only another 
wing or apartment of the palace, which very probably 
took its name from the cedars of Lebanon , that may be 
fuppofed^to have been the chief material employed in 
it p (O). 

Not fai from this palace, I think, was the Mattara , 
tranflated Pi if on q ; but, if it was one, it was only like 
the Tozver of London , or like our courts of law, or even 
the main corps-de-guarde at the avenues of the palace. 
For, in the court of this Mattara , Xeremiab was confined ; 
but at the fame time was allowed aVpood deal of liberty, 
fince it was hcic he maeje the purdiafe of an eftate in 
prefence of feveral witnefles, who figned the deed of 
agreement, and of all the 'Jews that lived there r . We 
read moreover % that afterwards the prophet was taken 
going out of Jerufalem , and by Zeddiab\ order tranf- 
terred to the Mattara again, wheie x he piophefied in 
the hearing of all the people ; and the prophet remained 
in the above-mentioned court till the taking of Jerufa - 
tern u (P). 

There 

m Nehem.iii. 26 n 1 King, vii pafT. *Ibid.ix. 19. 2Chron. 
yiii. 6. p See before, vol.ii. p. 397, & 470. q Nehtm. iii. 25. 
coll. Jercm. xxxii. 2. r Jerem. xxxii. 12, &feqq. s Ibid. 
Xxxvii. 12. c Ibid, xxxviii. 1. u Ibid. 28. 


( 0 ) The following confides 
sition adds a great deal of 
weight to this fide of the que- 
Jlionjw2. That in this houfe 
(31) were placed the targets and 
fhields of beaten gold j for the 
diflance from Lebanon to ft- 
I'ifahm would have made it 
x*ery tr ublefome to burg them 
up wh< never they weie want- 
ed, behdes the nfk of being 


taken, to which fuch coftly 
armour would have been expofed 
by the way ; and indeed they 
w ere carried away by Sbijbak 
when he came up againft the 
city (32). 

(P) All this fufficiently (hews 
the Maitcn a to have been dif- 
ferent fj om aprifon commonly 
fo called But it is not fo eafy to 
determine the fituation of this 


(31) 1 Kvi«i x. 17. (32) Ibid.* \v, 25, 26. 


building, 



B. I. 4 Wfription of Jerufclem: 

There are tw% diftinfl: indications of the rep^ations 
made t>y Palal in the wall mentioned in the lafrnete, 
one near the turning of the wall going up to the water- 
gate, the other near the adjoining tower ; and the fituation 
of this tower is fpecified as well by its diftinguifhing 
height, as by its relation to the palace , and the neighbour- 
hood of the court in queftion. So that, to fix this to a 
point, we muft look upon thefe buildings as being within 
the verge of the court, and under the immediate cogni- 
zance of king Solomon , and his fucceflors. 9Aen were 
there intirely under their prote&ion, neither could they 
be meddled with but by the kings exprefs command ; al- 
though it was by their orders only, they were reftrained 
within the bounds of thefe buildings. 

We are now come to building^ much lefs remarkable 
for their dignity, magnificence, or embclliftiments ; but 
$vhofe fituation cannot well be omitted in the particular 
defcription we are about ; I mean the ftation or poll of 
the Nethinims x . It is faid indeed they dwelt in Ophcl, eaft- 
ward, near the valley ; but their nunfl mojhab, or dwelling, 
fhould not, we prefume, be confounded with their houfe, 
ITQ beth , or, as in our verfion, their place. Then fol* 
lowed the hall, or place of the merchants or retailers, 
barokelim y , who, I believe, are the fame as the Colly 

x Nehem. iii. 26. 31. y Ibid. 


building, although it feems 
Nehemiah has undertaken to 
deferibe it exactly ; and, if to 
us he does not appear to have 
fo well fucceeded in it, the 
fault lies neither at his door, 
nor at that of the language he 
wrote in, but to its being a 
dead language, many expref- 
fiops of which are not fo fa- 
miliar to us as to be perfectly 
intelligible. However, Nebe- 
tniah, as wc underftand him, 
fays (33), “ That Palal re- 
4 ‘ paired the walls of Jerufa- 
“ km, over-againft the turn- 
“ mg of the wall, and the 
“ tower belonging to the king’s 

(33) Hthtm m 


“ houfe, the high tower that 
iC was by the court of Mat* 
“ tara But, though it be 
well fufceptible of this fenfe, 
when joined to that fequel of 
the king’s houfe, this phrafe 
may well admit of another 
fignification, when without it ; 
and this fignification we then 
take to be that of a great ex- 
tent (34) ; fo as the Mattara , 
its court included, being called 
by the name of this high tower, 
that fet it off exceedingly, was, 
it feems, a long feries of build- 
ings and walls, diftant about 
fifty paces on the weft fide of 
the water-gate. 


( 34 ) Jtrem , XJtxii. pnJJ* 




Gates. 


vftkffiipiion of $ 

^7f/r,|or money-changers *, a fort 1 ^; 3 ealt?rs very ufual 
at the gate of the temple, whither a&indance of ftranget* 
reforted from all parts*.,. 

Little is faid concerning the walls of the city ; but 
that little which is faid, we will here put together: 
*Tis well known, after D-avid had taken the flrong-hdd 
of ® Zion, he called it the city of David, and dwelt in 
that fort) having built round about from Millo and inward f . 
Solomon and his fucceflbrs took no lefs care to improve 
thofe wonts, and to add new ones round the city ; con- 
cerning which the facred hiftorians have left us no parti- 
culars worth mentioning, excepting that Hczekiah built 
tip that part of it which had been demolilhed by Joafh 
dicing of lfrael ; and added another without g. Ma - 
Tiaffch like wife is recorded to havi? built a wall without 
the city of David, on the weft fide c/'Yiihon, in the valley , 
even to the entring in at the fifh-gate , and compaffed about 
Ophel h . Here you have /mioft the whole circuit of Je- 
rusalem) from fouth. to north- by^weft, and to the fouth- 
catft. Now to one of thefe latter buildings the prophet; 
feems to allude, when fpeaking of the breaches of the city 
of David, he adds, the houfes of Jerufalem were broken 
down to fortify the walls 1 ; though it may alfo be taken 
for a prophecy of the calamitous times that were to fol- 
low. Laftly, it is reported, that when the city was broken 
up by the Chaldees k , the foldicrs fled by the two walls by 
the way of the king’s garden) which was on the fouth 1 j 
one of thefe walls being built by David or Solompn , ad- 
joining immediately to the city ; and the other, the new 
one without, by Hezekiah or Manaffeh. We read alfo, 
the army of the Chaldees brake down the wall of Jerufalem, 
round about m , which was left till Nehemiah’ s » time with 
Open breaches on every fide. 

In antient Jerufalem the gates, QnyW Sbaharim , were 
ten in number 0 , viz . five from weft to eaft-by-fouth, and 
five others by north: here aie their names, as they are 
to be found in the text and tranflation ; 


* Matth. xxi. ver. 12. and parallel* in Mark and John. 
« 2 Sam. v, 7—9. f Ibid. * z Chron. 

xxvii. 1. xxxii. 5. h Ibid, xxxiii. 14. * 1 Ifaiah 

xxii. 9, io. k 2 Kings xxv. 4. Jerem. xxxix. 4. 

l Nehem. iii. 15. m 2 Kings xxv. 10. » Chap, 

ii 1 2. k. 0 Ibid. conf. iii. & xii. 


By 



6. Ii, 


AlfynpitH of Jerefelem. 


By fouth, i. £>Af)g-gate, 

2. Fountain-gate* 

3. Water-gate, 

4. Hx>rfe-gate, 

5. Prifon-gate, 

By north, 1. Valley-gate, 

2. Gate of Ephraim, 

3. Old-gate, 

4. Fifhgate, 

5. Sheep- gate. 


Haafpoth . 
Haain or 
Hamnwjim » 
HafouJJtm . 4 
Hamiphtad . 
Havgai or 
aim. 

HaicJhan.j 
Hadagghn * 
Hazon. 


?3T 


Nov/ as to that which is called 0/* f/;i? valley, the entrance 
was on the weft : by this gate Nthcmiab went out of the 
c tv, in order to vifit^thc ruins of 'Jcrufalcm ; he likewife 
placed himfelf upon *diis gate, or upon the will dole to 
it, when he made the dedication of the rebuilding of Je- 
rilfalem , by a double proceflion of the people, one half 
going to the light, 01 fouth, the Qther to the left, or 
north, in orJer to come by the eaft to the temple. As 
they did not go through this gate, from which they fejt 
out, no mention is made of it in the account given of the 
places through which the proceflions palled r, but only 
where the particulars are given of the repairing the walls 
and gates of jperujalcm <1. Neither in this account of the 
proceftions is the borf e-gate mentioned, probably becaufe 
the rubbifh flopped up the pafiage, which was the reafon 
that they turned to the left to go to the temple. This 
pate is placed to the eaft b y Jeremiah r , and it was through 
it that Athaliah went from the temple to the palace : but 
we muft confefs it is not fo eafy to aflign the caufe for 
•which the dung- gate is omitted on this account : however, 
it is fpoken of in the rebuilding of the wall $ and when 
Nehemiab viewed the ruins, it is again mentionqjJ by the 
name of the dung-port *. 

A s to the water-gate turning to the eaft *, it is likely 
that it anfwered the fouthern part of the palace, by the place 
or f ware in which Ezra read the law to all the people u . 

The prifon-gate is in Hebrew Mipbkad w . This word, 
which is kept in the tranflation, fignifies vifttation, and 
by dedu£tton, judgment , correction, ward , prifon , It is 


P 'Nehem. xii. 27, & feqq. q Ibid. iii. 13. r Jer. 
xxxi. 38. * 2 Kings xi. 15, Sc feqq. conf. with Ne- 

hem. xii. 37. Sc iii. 14. t Ibid. iii, 25. viii. 1. 

* Ibid. xiii. 1, & feqq. xv Ibid. iii. 25. 


alfo 



r A Defcription of h&dk frlem.' 

alfo (jailed the gate of Mattara (S) ; 5n our tranflation, 
pri fort- gate x . It flood eaftward of the palace and city 
both. 

It is plain the gate of Ephraim took its name from its 
joining the highway leading to that tribe. This may ferveto 
afcertain the truth of the fituation we have given of the 
city. 

The fbeep-gate furnifhes us with means of explaining 
the word in the gofpel according to St. JoknY , 

where our f tranflation has, there was a pool near the Jheep- 
market , in the text, and gate in the margin, viz . a,yo$et 9 
or, itvm. And the tranflation in the text feems the moft 
probable ; for a Jheep-market was there near the gate of the 
fame name, and feems to have been between the gate and 
* the pool, that of BetheJ'da , on the $orth-eaft of the tern- 

p le ( T )- ' 

Lastly, the fiJh-gatc L anfwered,, to one afterwards 

built in the new city y and called the gate of Joppe y a fea- 
port on the Mediterranean . 

* Nehcm. iii. 25. y John v. 2. Neh. xii. 39, & al. 

r 2 Kings xiv. 13. 

(S) Of the Mattara itfelf (T) Though Jo/efhus does 
we fpoke above, as being near not mention it by name, yet 
the palace that lay northward he (42) places a pool there 5 
of it : and what feems to have and thereabouts Mr. Maun - 
given the name of either Mat - dr el found a large empty ba- 
tara or Miphkad to this gate, iin, of which he gives the 
is, that thofe words well agree folowing defcription (43}: “ It 
in their general notions ; which “ is 120 paces long, 40 broad, 
reafon appears to us more like- “ and at leaft eight deep, but 
ly, than that the great fanhe - “ void of water. At its weft 

drirn had there its ordinary “ end it difeovers fome old 
fittings, it being at leaft du- “ arches, now dammed up. 
bious whether at that time “ Thefe fome will have to be 
this court had any jurifdi&ion, “ the five porches in which fat 
or even exifted. Yet we do “ that multitude of lam^{sf c, 
not deny but that courts “ The pool is contiguous on one 
of juflice were kept at the “ fide to St. Stephen's gate, on 
gates (41) ; and therefore pri- “ the other to the area of the 
fons might be there alfo, and i( temple.” 
houfes of corre&ion befides. 


(41) Vid, Deut . xvii. 8. Amos v. 15. Zech . viii. 16, & al, (4a Bill, 
Jud. 4 v. c, 2. (43) t See bis jcut ney t (£c, f, 107. 



B. I. 4 S^riptkn of Jeru&lem.' 

These, we think, are all the gates of Jerufaleki , ei- 
thcr as it flood before the captivity, or as, after tMb je- 
turn from it, it was repaired by Nehemiah. It cannot 
be denied, but a few others feem to be mentioned in that 
fpace of time ; but we take them to be only different 
names given to thofe already mentioned. And firft, the 
corner-gate *, which, in our opinion, mull be the fame 
with the old-gate, as may be gathered from Jeremiah’s 
occafionally giving the circuit of Jerufalcm ‘ from the 
north-eaft, over-againft the temple, [/. e. hop*, the tower 
of Hananeel] unto the gate of the corner (U), going aloncr 
to the north-well, where Hood the hills Garcb and Goath * 
(X), afterwards called Golgotha , or Calvary. Then, ac- 
cording 

a 2 Chron. xxfi. 9. b Jerem. xxxi. 39. 


(U) Although the* transi- 
tion here fomewhat differs from 
that above, the word in both 
places in the original is bap- 
pinnah. It is true, in Zecha- 
riah it is read bappinnim, as 
if one Ihould fay the corners ; 
but the fenfe is the fame, if (44) 
tranflated the corner . Laftly, 
this our tranflation, in the pa- 
rallel to Kings , anfwers (45) 
the Hebrew word Happoneh , 
where the margin has the gate 
of it that looketh ; which is 
not eafy to be underftood, un- 
lefs, by fuppofmg it to be an 
elliptical cxprelfion, the fenfe be 
made up what we find added 
ellewhere (46), viz. Zapbonab , 
to the north, which is a true 
indication of the faid gate. 
However, it may be thought 
this various reading»is owing 
owing to thp carelefnefs of the 
tranfcriber, as it feeras may be 
collected from the Septuagint's 
having here orti/ais yavi&t. 


garner-gate ; yet notice Ihould 
be taken that this gate did lie 
towards* the <rx.oTos. By this 
name was called (47) not only 
the eminence, from whence 
coming from the north, one 
firft difeovered Jerufalem , but 
alfo the plain next to the city 
on that fide. Now that in. 
Hebrew would be Phoneh , or 
Haphoneh , which we leave to 
our readcr’sconfideration. 

(X) As the word nnj;3, 
may be better pronounced ei- 
ther Goath a or Gotha ; and as 
the word V?, admitting of two 
founds in the compontion of 
known names, Galhed and Gil- 
bad, does as naturally found 
GqJ ; we Ihould think the ety- 
mology of Golgotha is found to 
our hand, and its figniheation 
moft plain, viz. the heap of 
Gotha . However, the great 
likenefs the found of this fame 
word Golgotha had to Ga%ul- 
tha , in Sytiac (which dialed is 


J44) See above, p. 2,1, (M). (4 c) 2 Chron.r tv. 21 

Yiu. 3 . ( 4 7 ) Ktd. J ofeph. de belt. Jud, ubi fup. 


% 


6) Ezeh. 

called 


2 # 



cordirt^to the dire&iom in die pro»pfet% one turns to~ 
wa*ds#tlie touth, through the valley of Hitimm, and the 
foulh-eaft fields called die fullers fields, unto the corner bf 
the harfe-gate to the eaft b. So alfo in Z echariah c , All 
the land Jhall he as a plain to Riinmon, fouih of Jerufalem* 
and inhabited from Benjamin’y gate (\ ), unto the corner- 
gate, and fro?n the tower of Hananecl unto the king's wine - 
prejjcs. Here firft you have fcrufalem , on the fouih, an 
hilly country there, to he turned into a plain \ which is 
eafily apprehended to be figuratively fpoken. But further* 
the northern fide is traced here from a gate going to the 
neighbour- tribe of Benjamin d , to the old gate, here called 
the firjl ; the following words unto the corncr-gatc being 
an explanation of the former unto the firjl gate. So you 
go up to the call by the tower there, returning to thefbuth, 
where was the royal garden. Another gate is mentioned 
by feremiah % where he is hid to gb forth unto the valley 
of the fan of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the call 
gate , but mould be rather the brick- gate (Z), or of the 
* brick* 

b Jerem. xxxi. 38—40. c Zcch. xiv. 10, d Jer* 

xxxvii. 13, &c. * Ibid. 

called Hebrew in the gofpel that led into the land of Ben- 
(48), becaufe a mixture of jamin, and ii further called the 
both was what was generally higher gate, which lieth to - 
fpoken at JeruJalemj , it fcems wards the north (52). 
to have been commonly under- (Z) It may be thus tranfla- 
itood, as having a near rela- ted, fuppofing only here; 5 3) 
tion to Gulgaltba (19), a fcull, aneafy and common permuta- 
and therefore well expounded tion of letters, as appearsjn the 
by Calvary (50). pronunciation of Sibbolcth for 

(Y) There is a gate called (54) Shibboleth. This is the 
the high gate 0} Benjamin (51), more probable, becaufe there is 
which is faid to have been by already in the text a various 
the houfe of the Lord. It reading of Harfouth for Harfi 
might alfo be tratiflated, in Jith : however, Heres, in the 
the houfe. If this fenfe be Hebrew ’*i/ ’•<’», is a brick, and 
followed, the gate is none of Herefs , in Chaldee DID, the 
the ten we are inquiring about ; fun. So we chufe to take it 
if the former, this is the gate here, as if it was written 

(48) Jobfi'X ix. 17. (49) on Kings lx. 35. (50) Mat* 

xxvii. 3*. (5 j) Jerem, xx. z. In Hebrrv it is •which is read in 

that fenj*,JVum* xx&vi. 37, 38. Jerem, xiii. 5. xxxii. & al. (52) 
£zeh ix. 4. (%i) Jerem* ix. 2, f 54J Ju d t xii. 6. 


nrnnn. 
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brick-bats, it beidJg the feme with the dung^ate^fhtm 
was the valley of afhes f . But we do not take the ckf* 
gate 6 to be one of the ten of Jerufalem> but rather a gate 
of the city of David , or Zion , to the north-weft, leading 
to the valley-gate, and fince called Zion~gate K 

The fituation of ("pnn Shahar Hattavech) tbe 
middle-gate , may be deduced from what is ’faid in Jem* 
miah * ; Ntbucbadnezzar's army, after having entered into 
Jerufaletn by the north, advanced as far as this middle 
gate ; of which 7 *edckiah being informed, hp made his 
efcape, as has already been obferved k , througnnis garden 
to the fouth. This plainly iliews, that this gate muft 
have flood in the midjl of the valley between Acra and 
Zion. 

A word or two more concerning the towers , as related Tow, 
by Nehemiab . Therr were four. Indeed, it is faid of 
tJzziah *, “ He built towers in ferajciUm , at the cor- 

ner-gate, and at»the valley-gate, and at the turning of 
<c the wall but how many ne built, is not faid. How- 
ever, the names of the faid four tow’eis were Maah , eaft- 
ward \ Hananeel , north- eaft- ward ; Hattanourim , of the 
furnaces, weftwatd ; and Ophel , fouth-eaftward. The 
firft-named of thefe was alfo the firft built 1 " ; near this 
they patted going to the fheep-gate, in the dedication of 
the walls n ; the fecond called Hananeel , lay more to the 
north ; and the third quite to the weft. From beyond 
this tower it is faid ° they, in the dedication, went to the 
broad wall . Laftly, from the fourth, Ophel , a ward fo 
called r, and the wall itfelf joining to it q, took their 
name ; but properly it is a tower r , and fuppofed to be 
very high (A), and we fhould think was m^de ufe of as a 


f Jerem. xxxi. 38, & feq. * 2 Chron. xxxii. 6. h See 
Maund. ubi fupra. 1 Jer. xxxix. 2, & c. k See 

above, p. 234. 1 2 Chron. xxvi. 9. ™ Nehem. iii. 

z. n Ibid. xii. 39. 0 Ibid. >ii. 38, p Ibid, 

iii. 26. * Ibid. 27. r Conf, ibid Sc Ha^ 

bak. ii. 1. 


rW“\n, looking upon it as the 
dang-gate; that opened into the 
valley of Htnnom , and that of 
mjhes . 

(A) This foems to appeal* 


by the very etymology of the 
word; for which we are be- 
holden to the prophet’s faying 
ophln (55), for what is in the 
tranllation lifted np. 


(551 ad, Yu 4. 


7 


watch - 



A Defmption of J emftlem. 

watch-tower « } from whence one might fee and obferve 
afar o|F. It is faid king Manaffeh raifed it up to a great 
height and of this tower Jofephus fpeaks, when he fays* 
66 That the wall, paffing through Ophlas , was carried oh 
<c fo as to join the eaft portico of the temple ,l ”. 

Of the waters and fprings in or about Jerufalem we 
we have had occafion to fay fomething before w ; but for 
a further knowlege of the fame, it will be proper here to 
add what Mr. Maundrell tells us concerning the pool of 
Gihon: <c fit lies, fays he, about two furlongs without 
€ ‘ Bethlefieni gate, weftward $ it is a ftately pool, 106 
“ paces long, ‘and 67 broad, and lined with wall and 
ct plafter, and was, when we were there, well ftored 
« with water.” This helps to underftand the better 
what is related of Hezekiah x : cc He ftopped the upper 

watercourfe of Gihon , and brought it ftrait down 
<€ to the weft of the city of David Thefc naturally 
ran to the fouth and eaft out of thevity ; but the king 
turned off the courfe of this ftream, in order to make it 
run towards the weft in Zion . According to the Tar gum , 
Gihon is the fame as Shiloh ; neverthelefs it is plain there 
were there two pools, fmec Gihon is named the up- 
per pool. Now as there was a lower pool , this laft might 
be Shiloh , of which the upper was the fpring. Not- 
withftanding, one might be apt to think, that Gihon was 
only a bafon or refervoir, into which the water came from 
En-rogel, that is to fay, the fullers fountain , where Ado- 
riijah offered his facrifice y at the time of his afpiring to the 
throne. But it is poflible, this may have no other foun- 
dation than the fituation given to Gihon in the fullers field. 
And although the word rogcl may fignify a fuller, yet the 
word z DIO, which is made ufeof, more properly implies it. 
However, fince in the time of Hezekiah the water of 
Shiloh , or Gihon , was brought into the city, and, in all 
appearance, when the city rofe again from its ruins, it 
was reftored to the fame advantage ; it is no wonder, that 
a Tacitus places here fontem perennis aqua. 

The king’s pool is mentioned in Nehemiah *>, as being 
near the fountain-gate, that is, to the foulh-weft of Z ion. 

s See Ifti. xxxii. 14. in the margin. T 2 Chron. 

xxxiii. 14. u Bell. Jud. vi. 6. w See before, 

p. 226. & vol. ii. p. 440, & feqq. * 2 Chron. xxxii. 30. 
y 1 Kings i. 9. z 2 Kings xviii. 17. • Hill. 1 . v. c. 12. 

* Cap. ii. 14. 



jfD&lpttiS JcrtCtem. , H 

It ir fcaHcd by Jofephm * p*l of Solomon* Itof 5 l»ki 
(which corned to one} winding towards the eafti ^fjabb^ 
fpeaks of the old pool , whofe water had been made to rtm 
between the two walls, and might be the fame as that 
made by Hezektah^ barely called the pool made*, which 
might be named the artificial pool ; not but that it was a 
natural fpring, but becaufe art had been made ufe of in 
order to make it water the eaftcin parts of Zion . How* 
ever, one of the moft renowned waters of Jerufalem waa 
the brook of Cedron , ’whofe head-faring did noyun very 
plentifully, for in fummer it was generally <Vifo[up $ bdC 
in rainy weather the quantity of waters fafting from the 
mountains increafed it fo prodigioufly, that it looked ra* 
ther like a river than a brook. In the Hebrew its name 
is pronounced Kidron , as our tranflation has cxpreffed it ; 
as where it is faid, “ r Cmg David puffed over the brook 
u Kidron , toward the way of the wddernefs What 
the word fignifies feertis not of great confequence ; yet it 
may be remarked, that, according to St. Jerom 6, it is 
ftiled a tenebris ; and truly Tip kadar is to be dark or 
black. Accoidmgly Jofephus k, who often calls Cedron a 
valley, fays it was very deep, and at the foot of the mount 
of olives on the eeft 1 ; hut in one place k he names it 
X^ a l a nd in the New Teflament we find it called 

T« Kifp&y \ 

To conclude ; we dare flatter ourfelves we have faith- 
fully reprefented Jerufalem as it antiently flood, from 
about the times of David to the Babylon: jh captivity : for 
though it may be obje&cd, that Nebemiab> from whom 
moft of our proofs are borrowed, lived feveral yeais after 
the return of the Jews to the holy city, yet it muft be 
allowed, that it was not railed upon any new plan, but 
only rebuilt upon its antient foundations. The walls, in- 
deed, had been pulled down, the gates burnt to afhes j 
but the remains, or at leaft fome marks or out-iines of 
them all, were ftill to be feen, and parts of feveral of them 
were ftill fubfifting. So, as we read in Nekemiab rn , the 
breaches were Jlopped > the buildings re-edified, and the 
whole city reftored, as much as poffible, to its former 
condition. 

9 Inecphrafi. *Chap.xxii, ix, * Neheau 

iih *6. f 2 Sam. xv. 23. * In Jerem. xxxi. 

4°* . h Bell. Jud. 2 . vi. c. 7. 1 Ibid. 1 . vii. 

* Antiq. viii. * John xviii. t. ® Chap. iv* 7* 

toll, vi. 1. 

Vox.. IV. 
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The Hi/lory of tfo Asians. « Jk I* 

CHAP. VIII. 

The htjlory of Assyria. 

SECT. I. 


The defcription of Assyria. 

hsnume . TTT^.ojfe already accounted for the name of tb» 
YY country, deriving it from AJhur^ its firft planter 
* * after the flood a ; and have obferved b, that its 
name extended very far weftward over the whole country 
of Aram , or Syria (A), which at this time gives appellation 
to moft of the country between the\E ttphrates and the Mi* 
diterranean. Eaftward, fouthward, and northward, if 
mull: alfo have extended its name whtre-ever its monardis 
had eftablifhed themfelvesSy the fortune of their arms (B)* 

lr 

* See vol. i. p. 368. b Ibid. p. 255, 


(A) Bocbart ( 1 ) divides th* 
Affyrtans into two forts, the ie 
properly fo called, beyond the 
Tigris, and derived from AJ) w , 
and thofe on this fide the Eu- 
phratis , who derived their 
name from "tty Sur t or Ty? e, 
(a), by means of an article 
prefixed thereto, as in 
Haffuritn ; but, whatever there 
fhay really be in this, it will, 
»pon examination, be thought 
to be pf no great weight. The 
defcent of the two nations is fo 
different, the one from A/bur , 
the other from Aram , and 
their diftancc from each other 
fo wide, that we can never think 
fo flight an accident as an arti- 
cle prefixed to Sur, fhould 
caufe the gotent and ancient na- 

(1) Phltg, /. iv. c. 34. ( 1) 

rHtH, ex fed, /. vil. f* 453 


tion of the Aramites or By k 
; tavs to be called by all the 
nations around the Adrians ; 
and particularly when there is 
fo much to be faid again# it as 
may be found in the next note. 

(B) Where-ever this mo- 
narchy extended itfelf, it is 
apparent, that it extended ic- 
felf together with its domi- 
nion : to Mt/opotamia , the A- 
ram Nabaram of the Jewjb 
writers, is faid (3) to have 
been called the Mid AJfyria ; 
and fo alfo Babylon and Chal- 
dea were reckoned to be a part 
of that co untry (4), as well as 
the reft, we may fuppofe, that 
owned fubje&ion to the kings 
of Nineveh, In conformity 
to this, we are told by Trogps 

See vol, u. f, 322. (3 J Ar- 

(*t) An man, Marcel, 1, xxiis. r. 


Pmpeius, 



C. VIII. Affyrians. , t . 

If we confider the in&wchy*of AJfyria gsogra|Jjically, 
it camprifed fevcral countries, which we have alreadjfds* 
fcribed \ and others, which we (hall hereafter defcribe in 
their proper places. It is not therefore our defign to give 
here a defcription of the monarchy or empire of AJfyria, 
but to confine ourfelves to the Proper Affyria, agreeably 
to the method we have hitherto purfued. * 

This country was bounded, according to Ptolemy , on 
the north by part of Armenia , and mount Niphates i on the 
weft by the Tigris ; on the fouth by %fdbA/iand, on 
the eaft, by part of Media , and the moun|un J Choatra 
and Zagros . The country within thefe limits is, by fome 
of the antients, called Adiabene a (C), and, by others 

with 


* Plin. 1. v. c. 12. Ammian. 1. xxiii. c. 20. Stra- 
bo, 1. xvi. fubinit. 

Pompcius (5), that the AJfy- the weft,, and the river Indus 
riant, by contraction, came to on the caft. 
be called Syrians . It was the (C) The whole countjy has 
firft great monarchy, and its been fomerimes called by the 
name grew venerable in pro- name of this part of it. So 
cefsoftime, even to thofe who Pliny obferves (10), that the 
had formerly fuffered by its country of Adtabcne was in 
power ; and hence, out of va- former times called AJfyria : 
nity, or from a long fettled cu- the fame fays Ammianus Mar - 
Horn, the nations round about cellinus (11), who (12) derives 
affeCted to call themfelves Af the name from two rivers of 
fyrians 5 or elfe others affeCted the country, called Diaba and 
to call them fo j or, thirdly, Adiaba, rejecting the common 
they may have been com opinion, which derives it from 
manded fo to denominate them- the Greek word J\aCduvtt? 
(elves by the conqueror. To tranfite, fid 70 ilveu nrKttw 
difmifs this, we would take Trcja^#* evdu]*, jj} 
notice, there feems to be no- pat> iroitiv 7 \v judCa.cn/, be • 
thing more uncertain than what caufe of the many rinsers which 
the Greeks and Latins mean by make it difficult to travel or 
AJfyria and Affyrian ; they are pa/s (13). Thus is it alfo 
m fuch comprehenfive latitude that Suidas ( 1 4) accounts for 
with thefe writers, as to take this name ; to which he adds 
in all the country and people fabuloufly, that here is the 
between the Mediterranean on mouth of Awrnm, which fends 

(5) Jnft'I i c, 2. See mol. ii. p. 254. (10) Htft. nat. 1 . v. c. la. 

(xi )Ubifkp> (12) Ibid. (13) rid* Bociart. Fla leg* 

/. m c . 19. (14) Jd vocem >}» 
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The Hijlory^ of the Adrians. B. I. 
witlj thS-tranfmutation of one letter, as. Dio Caffius ob~ 
ferves, Aturia , or Atyria L (D). It is divided By Ptole- 
my tnto the following provinces or diftri&s, Calachehe ot 
Calacine , Arrapackitis , Adialene , Arbelitis , Apolloniathy 
Sittaienc , and Chalonitis d . Calachcne was bounded on 
the north by the mountains of Ay menia and Arrapackitis ; 
on the weft by the Tigris ; on the eaft by the Lycus ; 
and, on the fouth, by Adiabene . It contained the fol- 
lowing dtiys/ Marde y Calajh , Beffara , Refen ; Calajh, 
built by as we read in holy writ e , gave name to 

the whole province. Bochart takes this to be the fame 
city with Halah , where the king of AJfyria placed the 
captive Ifraclttcs It flood probably upon or near the 
Tigris ; for, of the two other cities, winch were built 
by the fame perfon, and at the faiue time, viz. Nineveh 
and Refen , the former, we know for certain, flood 

c Dio in Trajan. a Ptol. I.vj. c. 1. c Gen. 
c. x. vei. 1 1. f f 2 Kings c. xvii. ver. 6. 

up fo pefliferous a vapour, extended itfelf over the whole ; 

, that no bird or beaft may take and, aco rding to Bochart ( 1 9), 
in the leaft feent of it, but was a name fynonymous with 
death mud be the unhappy AJfyria, allowing only for the 
confequence ; and that hence difference of dialed ; the for - 
alfo it was called Adiabene , or mer being the Hebrew , and 
impajfable . To pafs over other the other the Chaldee way of 
©bfeurities concerning the de- writing this name ; the Chal - 
rivation of this name ( 1 5 \ dees conftantly coaverting the 
Bochart (16) gives it an Ajfy- Hebrew VI 7 fen into the H tau ; 
rian or Chaldean origin, form- fo that what the Hebrews pro- 
ing it from the Chaldee mn, ©ounce AJfyria, they pro- 
jpr H’Hn, Hadjab, or Hadyah , nounc eAtyria. Whatever there 
fcsit is called by lYi&Talmudifes, may be in this, the Greeks 
and the Chaldee interpreter; plainly took Aturia, or Atyria, 
as alfo nn Hadjaba , or to be no more than a province 
Hadjava ; whence he deduces or diftrid of AJfyria. Strabo 

(17) Atnmtanus Marcellinus's (20) divides Aturia fi om Ar - 

(18) Adiavena, which whence behtis by the river Lycus ; 

it became the name of this whence it is plain it was by 
part of AJfyria , may be ob- the Greeks reckoned as a part 
ferved anon. only of this country, however 

(D) This alfo, though but a the name may have been com- 
fmaiidiftrid of this country, montoallof it. 

(15) Vtd. Cellar . geogr. anti*, vol, ii. /. ir. c . 17. (16) Pba • 

ubt fup, (17) Ibid, (18) Ubt jup . (ro) Pba- 

leg. ultfup. ( 20 ) L.b. xvi. meant. 


upon 



C. Vm. tteWfory bf the Adrians. 

upon or near that river j and that the latter had the like 
fituatjpft* is highly probable, fince it is placed fijr Q'fojes 
between Nineveh and Calach , or Galah 8. Bochart con- 
je£fcyre$ Re fen to be the Lariffa of Xenophon , which, ac- 
cording to that hiftorian, flood near the Tigris^ had been 
formerly a great city, and inhabited by the Medes ; but 
was then quite deftitute of inhabitants, and lay in ruins K 
Of Marde and Bejfara we know nothing befules* their 
names. 

Arrapachitis, the moft northern of Af- 

fyriciy is only mentioned by Ptolemy ; am® 35 | towns he 
places in it, are to us, and feem to have be«i in like man- 
ner to the antient geographers, utteily unknown. *1 'his 
country was watered, according to Ptolemy , by the 
Gyndcs . 

Adiabene was tfle chief province of Aj Jyria , and 
fometimes gave its name to the whole country, as we 
have obferved above?. It was Ip called, according to Am- 
mianus as we have already obferved^from the two ri- 
vers Diaba and Adi aba. Ptolemy anil Arnmianus k place 
Ninus or Nineveh , Gaugamela , and Arhela , in this pro- 
vince ; and with them Strabo agrees ; for, though he 
places Ninus arid Gaugamela in At aria , and Arhela in £ 
diftrift of its own name, yet he makes both Aturia and 
Ar belts parts of Adiabene h Pliny too calls Ar bells part 
of Adiabene m : fo that this province had Galachene to the 
north, the Tigris to the weft, Apollomatis to the e.ift, and 
Sittacene to the fouth. Stephanas and Tzetzcs 11 confound 
Adiabene with Mefopotamia . In this part of A/tyria , and 
near or upon the Tigris , flood the famous and fo much ce- 
lebrated city of Ninus* as the profane writers call it, or 
Nineveh , as it is ftyled in holy writ. It was founded by 
Ajhur , as we have hinted above, and flull have occafion 
to relate anon. The extent and grcatiufs of this city t$ 
fufficiently deferibed by the prophet Jonah Strabo al- 
lows it to have been much greater than Babylon P ; and . 
Diodorus Siculus tells us, that it was 480 ftadcs in circum- 
ference, or 47 miles, and that it was furrounded with lofty 
walls and towers ; the former being 200 feet in heig <t, 
and fo very broad, that three chariots might drive on them 

8 Gen. x. 12. h Xenoph. exped. Cyr. Min. J. iii. 

P- *82. 1 Ammian. 1 . xxiii. c. 20. k Id in 

ibid. J Strab. 1. xvi. fubinit. m Pl*n. !. vi. 

c ij. ^ n Tzetz. X*ycoi’H. Altfxandr, ad ver. 704. 

9 Jonah, c. iii. ver. 3. v Strab. 1 . xvi. 

R 3 abreaft* - 
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abreaff j and the latter 200 feet in ^eight, and 1500 in 
number#* That hiflorian was certamly miftaker^ or ra- 
ttfer nis tranfcrib ers, in placing Nineveh on thc£up$] rates i 
fmce all the hiftorians, as well as geographers, who fpeak 
of that city, tell us in exprefs terms, that it Hood on th^ 
Tigris T . It was ruined by the Medes , as had been fore- 
told by the prophet Nahum 8 ; for Strabo tells us exprefly, 
that Ninus , upon the downfal of the Syrian , that is, the 
Affyrian empire, was utterly ruined c . Salmafius finds 
fault with f plenty for reckoning it among $hc cities of 
JJfyria tnruvjittrc ftill ftanding in his time. He might in 
like manner Stave found fault with Tacitus « and Amtni- 
anus w ; for they both fpeak of Ninus as ftill a city, at the 
time they wrote. A new city was, no doubt, built out of the 
ruins of the antient, which bore the fame name, as it hap- 
pened to Troy, and other cities without number. In Aturia , 
that is, in the part of Adiabene lying between the Tigris 
and the Lycus , was the town, or other the village, of 
Gaugamcla , as Arrian ftyies it x . It was at this place 
that Alexander gained* a complete vidiory over Darius y ; 
but of this glory it was robbed by the neighbouring city of 
Jrbela 7 , the conqueror choofing, that his vidiory fbould 
be rather named from a city of note, than from an ob- 
feure village. Arbela flood in the fame country, 600 
Hades eaft cf Gaugamcla *. Ptolemy places it on the river 
Capros , but Strabo , at an equal diflance from that river 
In d the Lycus , near mount Nicatorius*> , fo called by Ale- 
xander, from the above-mentioned vidlory. It is called 
a village both by Diodorus Siculus c , and Ctertius d ; but 
Arrian diftinguifhes it with the name of a city e . It 
mull have been in thofe times a place of fome ftrengtb,' 
f^ce Darius kept his treafures there f. From this village,' 
ox, city, the neighbouring country was called Arbelis and* 
Abidins. 

A Pol lon 1 a t 1 s lay eaft of Adiabene , and was fo called 
from its metropolis Apollonia , which is placed by Ptolemy 
between the rivers Gorgus and Silla. Both the country 

« Diod. Sic. I* ii. c. 3. r Isid. Ptol. Strab, 

ibid. Plin. 1 . vi. c. 13. Sc Herodot. 1 . i\ c. 193. Sc 1 . if. 
C. 150. 8 Nahum, c. iii. per totum. T Strab. ib. 

u Tacit. I, xii, c, 13. w Ammian. 1 . xxiii. c. 20, 

* ARRiArt. 1. vi. p. 399. y Strab. ib. & ArKian. f. 

iii . p. 273, z Arrian, ib. Sc 1 . vi. p. 390, « Tdem 

ibid. b Strab. ib. c Diod. Sicul. 1 . xvii. 

f c. 53. : d Curt. 1 . iv. c. 9. ' e Arrian* 

£ vi. p. 399. f Id. 1 . iii. p. 193. * - 
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arid the tbwn are mentioned by Polybius 8, an &St$jbanus 9 
who reckons Apollonia the twentieth town betwdH Btobyt 
Ion arid Sufa. Art emit a 9 called by Strabo a city of great 
note, flood in the fame province, 50© ftadefi eaft of Se- 
lettcia h . It is mentioned by Tacitus *, Ifidofus Charace - 
nusk 9 Stipbanus , Pliny Ptolemy , &c. Ifidorus places 
ft on the river Silla* Pliny was certainly miftaken in rec- 
koning it among the towns of Mefopotamia «*. Both this 
city and Apollonia were, without all doubt, of Greek ori- 
gin, as is manifeft from their names. Tfcw^ber cities 
placed by Ptolemy in this trafi were Charramvw> Thebu - 
ra 9 Arrapa 9 &c. but we find no mention made pf them 
by other writers. 

Sittacene, or Sitacenc 9 lay fouth of Apolloniatis 9 and 
had Sittace for its metropolis. Sittacene and Apolloniatis 
were, according to Strabo n , but different names of one 
and the fame province ; and Pliny extends the name of 
Sittacene to Arbelis and Palcjlwe There is fomc dif** 
agreement among authors concerning, the fituation of the 
city of Sittacene . Ptolemy and Pliny* place it at a great, 
diftance from the Tigris ; but Xenophon , who travelled all 
over that country, and had been himfelf at Sittacene , tells 
us in exprefs terms, that the great and populous city Sift 
tacene flood only at the diftance of 15 ftades from the 
Tigris p. The other cities in this province are utterly 
unknown. 

Chalonitis was the moft foutherly province of all 
Ajfyria . In this part of AJfyria Hood the cities of Cbala 
and Ctcfiphon . All wc know of Chala is, that it gave 
name to the province Ctcfiphon flood on the Tigris , a 
little below Seleucia , and on the oppofite bank. It be- 
came, in procefs of time, the metropolis of the Ptrfi** 
empire, as we (hall fee in the fequel of this hiflory. rto* 
lemy mentions feveral other cities in this province, but 
none that deferve particular notice. 

This country lay between the 33d and 39th degrees 
of north latitude, and muft in its happy times have been 

* Polyb. 1 . v. c. 43. Sc 5.1, 52. h Strabo, Cxvi* 

p. 51 z. j Tacit. 1 . vi. c. 41,. u Isidor. Cha* 

Bac. p. 3. 1 Plin. l.vi. c. 26. ® Pun, ib* 

■ Strab. 1 . xv. p. 503, 0 Plin. 1 . vi. c. 27. p Xk- 

noph, Arabic, 1 . ii. p. 167, edit. Steph. 9 Isidqr* 

Char. p. s v 
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Tbe HiJlory of the Affyrians. B. I. 
.aland of plentv (E) ; but has, almoft ever fincc the fall of its 
qmpire^teen decaying ; a misfortune which has been par- 
ticularly incident to it, by the very nature of its fituation, 
which has, at times, made it the feat of war between po- 
tent empires and nations ; and it is now become a wil- 
dernefs, 'a defert, excepting fome little land that may be 
cultivated about the few and inconfidcrable towns which 
ftancl within its borders 0 , fo that there is but little to be 
fcid of its prGdu&ions and properties. 

Awoir-fV'; rivers of A[Tyria y w c may jufHy reckon the 
Tigris (lf),^not only becaufe it bathed all the weftern 
A fkirts 

c Rauwolf’s trav. part ii. c. 9. 

(E) A land of plenty and captives he made and tranf- 
pleafure it mult undoubtedly planted, 
have been ; but this may not (F) Said to have borrowed 
have been the country def;g- this nahie from the number of 
nated in Scripturp (6) by a tigers on its banks; and the 
land of corn and .wine, a rather, as there are two other 
land of bread and vineyards , rivers in this country, the Ly- 
a land of oil - olive, and of cus and Caprus , which feem to 
honey , as Bochart thinks (7), borrow their names from a 
‘and Rauwolf (8) ; for Rab- caufc of the fame nature, the 
fiakeb' s words, who fpcaks of one being denominated from a 
this (9), may be under hood wolf, the other from a goat 
of fome of the new-conquered (25); others derive it from a 
provinces of AJfyria, and not Ferfian word, fignifying an 
of AJfyria itfelf, properly fo arrow (26) ; by this, and the 
called ; fo that this does not former, importing it to be 
jamount to a pofitive proof of rapid and violent in its courfe, 
what is afferted concerning the But this is contradi&ed by 
fertility and amenity of the Pietro de la Valle (27), who 
proper AJfyria ; though indeed fays it is a flower ftream than 
it mull be confeffed to be a very the Euphrates ; and Th eve not 
ftrong circumitance to make us (28) feems to aflign a reafon 
believe it was n<?-ways inferior why the Tigris fhould not be 
to the country or countries in- fo very fwift, faying, it is not 
tended by the text above. We only very crooked, and full of 
may cafily conceive the con- meanders, but alfo choaked up 
gueror would have feized on with iflands, and great banks of 
the belt for himfelf, and not flone. Bochart derives it from 
have bellowed it on the foicign its old Hebrew name Hiddekel \ 

(6) 2 Kinps xviii. 32. (1 ) Pbiin*. I iv.r. 19, £8) f n 

ki* tia*>*ls, fart ii. c. 9. (9) 2 ubt fup . (25) Vui. 

Cellar, ub. Jup* (2*6) V id. Gregor. p«ftiva, p. 189. ( -T) 1 * 

bis u at els, (i 3 } In bis travels, part ii. c. 13. 
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fkirts of this country, but alfo becaufe all the OtHerrivers 
of this kingdom fell into this ; as al fo, becaufe 
cities of this kingdom Nineveh, Gtefiphon , and others, 
were fituated thereon. The other rivers of lefs note were, 
the Lyots, the Capras , and the Gorgus (I), at almoft an 

equal 


h Vid. Cellar, geogr. antiq. tom. ii. 1 . iii. c. 17. 


and the Arabs, at this day 
call it Dijlat. The inhabitants 
hereabouts call it Hiddekel to 
this day (29). 

(I) The Lycus and the Ca - 
prus, according to Bochart 

(30) , are the two rivers % Duiha 

and Adiaba , or Dia<va and 
Adiava. NT’! Dinva, he 
obferves, is lupus, or lupinus , 
wolf, or wolhfh ; » diva 

being Chaldee for a wolf ; and 
hence he derives the Gieek 
Lycus, which fignifies the fame. 
Jiaidaba, the name of the ether, 
he derives, or at leait is ready 
fo to do, from an Arabic word 
fignifymg fwift ; but this is a 
molt obfeure point ; and there- 
fore we proceed to take no- 
tice, that thefe two rivers are 
aow called, or fuppofed to be 
fo, the great Zab and little 
Zab* According to Bochart 

(31) , this latter name is cor- 
rupted from Diaba , or derived 
from the Hebrew z.eeb , 
which differ but in dialed. 
Thevenot (32) calls thefe ri- 
vers Zarb , but fpeaks as of 
but one, which he faw fall 
into the Tigris ; he calls it a 
large river, makes it above 
half as broad as the Tigris, 
and obferves that it is very 


rapid, that its vvhitifli, 

and very cold j^hith he would 
feemingly account for by its 
falling from the mountains of 
Curdijtan, and being merely 
fnowr water. This agrees very 
well with Bochart ’s thoughts 
of the fmaller of the two ri~ 
vef^above, the A diaba, which 
he would have to derive its 
name Trpm the fwi/inefs of its 
courfe ; but, for dimenfion, 
might, one would think, bet- 
ter agree with the larger. And 
here, by the way, our tra- 
veller illullrates, in foine fort, 
a pa Huge in the Nubian geo- 
grapher ,33), who, as he is 
tranflued, ftys, the two Zabs 
are great rivers ; and, when 
united, equal to above one 
half of the Tigris ; though he 
fays a little before, their mouths 
were fix-and-thirty miles from 
each other. It is 2 iked, how 
in this cafe thefe two rivers 
ever fhould unite; and whether 
or no the true meaning might 
not be, that both together 
would be above one half of the 
Tigris, or fill the fame river 
one half fuller than it would 
be without them. Tkevcnot 
feems to anfwer this quellion 
by affirming they do. • 


(-9) Rawzvo/f's travels, part ii. r. 0 - ( 30 } Phal vh’ [up. 

'31) Uni. * (l~) In l;s trivets to tie Levant, pM t it. ebay. 13. 

33) dim. iv. part vi. 


Bochart 
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equal diftance from each other, and fuppofed to have been 
alia bitween the two cities of Ninus or Nineveh and &- 
leucia . 

Concerning the natural and artificial rarities of this 
once famous land, we find nothing worthy of notice* and 
therefore fhall clofc this fe&ion. 


SECT. II. 

Of the ffi'Jkuity* Government, Laws , Religion^ 
Gujtom , warning, and Trade, of the Afiyrians, 


Antiquity. ASSYRIA \ which ftands the foremoft of all in pro- 

jfi f ane accounts, is in Scripture the fecond moft amient 
kingdom after Babel, or Babylon . It was founded 
by AJhur, and not by Nimrod, as fome have contended 
(K), who embrace th eyGteftan fyftexi * and was in the 
v < * beginning 


Boehart (34) alfo feems to 
think the Gorgus and the Ca- 
pras are two names in Ptolemy 
for one and the fame river ; 
and particularly, becaufe he 
finds none but the two above- 
mentioned elfewhere; but De 
Life's maps have three, one to 
the northwaid'of the two 7abs t 
which is the weftermoft of the 
three, and therein differs from 
Ptolemy's, which make the 
Gorgus the eaftermoft ; we leave 
the reader to take his choice. 
Hardouin would have this ri- 
ver to be the Zerben of Pliny 
(35). Cellarius (36) knows 
not what to fay to it, obfervmg 
only that Tcpyds is Pelox; which 
might have tempted Boehart 
to think it the fame with his 
Jdmba , which he would have 
to be denominated from its 
fwiftnefs . 

(K) The text (37), which 


mentions the firft foundation 
of this kingdom, is varioufly 
interpreted; cither. Out of that 
land went forth Afhur, and 
huilded Nineveh, as it ftands 
in our Bibles, as well as in the 
beft veriions of the Greek , the 
old Lattn , and the Dutch ; or, 
He [meaning Nimrod ] went 
out into AfTur, and huilded Ni- 
neveh ; as it ftands in the mar- 
gin of our Bibles, and as it is 
tran dated by V at ablus, Junius , 
Boehart , Cocceius , Sc hot an , 
Heidegger , Sfanheim , and Li 
CUrc. Now the whole of the 
controverfy (38) turns upon 
this, whether the word 4 /hur p 
in the text, fignifies the fon of 
Shem, or whether it fignifies 
the country of AJfyria ; for 
both ways it is often aflumed in 
Scripture. Thofe who are 
for the laft interpretation, are. 
judged to force the text, being. 


(54) Ubifrp* (*35^ Htji . nator. U vi. c. * 6 . (36 ) Cto - 

gt*ph, antif* vot. V . h iii. c. 17, (37) GitrJ. x. 1 2. '(38) Vid* 

Pertasn. origin. Boh) lot- c. 4. p, 37. 

obliged 
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ginning a kingdom diftin£t from Babylon , though in 
procefs of time they coaiefccd into one, in confequonce 

' 'of 


obliged to {apply a defeft ip 
ihe Hebrew, by infer ting' a 
particle [into] to ferve their 
purpofe ; white thofe who vin- 
dicate the other, follow the na- 
tural order and confiruCtion of 
the words of the original, as 
^hey (land. But, not to dwell 
on thefe grammatical niceties, 
wc choofe to recur to fuch ar- 
guments as may be reafonably 
offered to fet this matter in a 
clear light. 9 

It is on all hands allowed, 
that the land of AJhur* or Af 
fjria , derived its name from 
AJhur the fon of Shcm ; and, 
according to what we read in 
Scripture (39), it muft have 
been he that went out of the 
land of Shinar , where all the 
defcendants of Noah were at 
the tune of the difperfion, in 
order to plant or take pofleifion 
of the country fince called by 
his name ; and can any thing 
be more natural, than to fup- 
pole, that the text before us 
is meant of this migration of 
his ? And who fo likely to have 
founded Nineveh, and the other 
cities, as himfeif ? except we 
can imagine it likely, that 
Nimrod made a con quell of 
this country before AJhur had 
well fettled himfelf in it. If 
this had been the cafe, the 
country, it is likely, would 
have been known by his name, 
rather than by that of his 
great uncle. We eifewhere 
(40) read, indeed, that AJhur 


founded Baheh but np-where 
is it even fuggefted, that Nim~ 
rod went \rtioAJfyria 9 and found- 
ed Nineveh. 

It is obje&cd as an improba- 
bility, that 'Mobs fhould intro- 
duce a pafiage%^fc<tng to a 
branch of Shemf wSen he was 
profefledly writing about that 
of Ham i but this is frivolous. 
Parenthefes of this fort are 
common enough in Scripture i 
as in that concerning Mepbibo- 
Jheth (41), and in that con* 
cejtfl^g Hiram* s fleet (42} in- 
troduction .the midfl of an- 
other dficourfc. A late author 
(43) affirms, the Scripture ex- 
prefly calls the land of AfTyria 
the land of Nimrod. Bochart 
(tewed him the way, and this 
would go hard againfl us, if 
the thing were really fo ; tho\ 
if it was truly the cafe, we 
might cite the text in Ifaiah 
in the note above, in opposi- 
tion to the text in Micab % 
which feems to favour this no- 
tion. Micah expreffes himfelf 
thus (44), They jhetll voafit the 
land of AfTyria with the /word , 
and the land of Nimrod m the' 
entrance thereof. By this the land 
of Nimrod feems to be quite 
diftinguifhed from the land of 
AfTyria : fo far is this text, as 
pretended, from proving they 
are but one and the fame ; for 
the and is Tome times taken 
disjunctively ; but in the paf- 
fage before us nothing requires 
it. Several exporters {45), 


(39) Gen. x. if. (40) I fa: . xx IH. 13. (41) 1 Sam. 4v. 4. 

(4a) 1 Kings x. (43) Bedford, in bit Script, chren. dmonfr. p. 773. 

(44) Cb. v. 6. (45) Pennon. ubi ftp. p. 47. 

bpth 
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of mutual cdnquefts. /tjhur departed front the hnd of 
fhhtar 1, upon Nimrod’s ufurpation, and built Ninetteh^ 
and other cities, as Rehobotb> Cala , and Refen $ in k Ni- 
neveh it is likely he refuled, and thus ercfled a new king- 
dom, which, borrowing his name, was called J/Iwr^ or 
Affyria. We have nothing, therefore, to object againft 
the antiquity of the Ajfyrian kingdom, even a$ delivered 
by Ctejias . But we mult make a wide diftindion between 
this Ample kingdom, and the grand monarchy which 
reared many ages afterwards, and that, for reafoai 

to be foJWfe the enfuing fedHon. 

Govern* Being fo* deftitute as we are of fufficient authorities, 
aunt. we can fay nothing in particular of the government of 
this people, except what may be gathered from the con- 
du& and deportment of their princes, in the very little we 
have of their hiftory. That they were a fmall kingdom 
under hereditary chiefs for many ages, is not to be doubted, 
no more than that th^ government was very Ample, in 
conformity to wh?* oas been obferved and related of their 
neighbours the Syrians and Mefepotamiam (L), When ? 

in 

* Genef. x. 10. k Ibid. ver. 11. 


both Jewijh and C hr if i an, 
underhand thereby the two 
countries of djjyria and Baby- 
lon, which were both united 
in th t Ajfyrian monarchy about 
{be time of this prophecy ; for 
Manajfeh , the fon of Heze- 
liah, under whom Mi cab flou- 
rifhed, was carried away cap- 
tive to Babylon by the army 
of Jffjria, when Efarhaddon 
was king both of AJfyia and 
Babylon , as will be feen in the 
courfe of this hiftory. 

The author (46) we have 
been contending with, reviv- 
ing to wreft the thing his own 
way, and citing the text in 
I/aiab, which we think makes 
for us, viz. Behold the land of 
Chaldeans ; this people was not 


till the A ITyrian founded it for 
them that dwell in the wilder - 
nefs ; takes the liberty of in* 
fercing the word Nimrod after 
the word Ajfyrian, diftinguilh- 
ing it by an Italic letter, and a 
comma after it, as if it could be 
a part of the text. This is in- 
tirely inexcufable in him, who is 
quite angry (47) with Sir Ifaac 
Newton for a little preemptive 
addition of the fame fort (48). 
Sir Ijaac Newton , indeed, had 
an bypothefis to ferve, and fo 
has our author; fo that one 
would have thought he might 
have overlooked a liberty in 
Sir Ijaac , which he refolved 
to take himfeif. 

(L) There is a difficulty . 
which offers itfelf with regard 


( 46 ) Bedford , vbi fttp . in his preface to the reader, p. t, ($l) Bid* 
( 48 ) In his cbronol. of anu kittgd, amended, p. 68 , & 117 * 


to 
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in after-times, they rife up to the fublimity of empire, 
their government feems to have been truly defpotic, tanjl 
the empire to have been hereditary, which is all we can 
f&fek fay of it. ' 

We have nothing to build upon, or to fay in particular, 
of their laws. They were in ail likelihood few, and de- Laws* 
pehding upon the arbitrary will of the prince ; for thefe 
emperors, affe&ing even divine honours, as will be feen 
in their hiflory, and fetting themfelves above all the gods 
of the people they vanquifhed P, and fomcti|i^Sjequiring, 
that none other under heaven fhould be v^jn^ilpeni but 
themfelves 9* and even prefuming to pafs fentence on the 
whole worjJ r by the word of their own mouth ; it 
cannot be imagined there could be any fettled form of 

* 2 Kings xviii. 33/&C. * Judith iii. 8. Ibid* 

ii. ver, 2. 

* A 

to Mefifotamta , which feems kings ;^»nd that, according to 
to have been very early united Eufebius\ computation, he 
under one monarch, and to fhould have been cotemporary 
have affe&ed to rule over its with Belocbus , the nineteenth 
neighbours by the violent AJfyrian king according to 
means of conqueft, when C«~ him (53}; and though Jofe - 
jban-rijbathaim came over the phut (54) calls him Chufarth 
Euphrates , and made conqueft king of Affyria , milled by the 
of the children of Ifrael , ex- Ctefian hiftory, he does not 
acting from them tribute for fee why we fhould depart from 
the fpace of eight years. Scripture to pin our faith upon 
Who this. Cujhan ■ rijhathatm him. It is impoffible even to 
was, and how he came to be fuppofe fuch an inaccuracy in 
fo great a king as he feems to the Scriptures, as the calling of 
have been at firft, is a deep this man an Arandte of M*fi>» 
obfeurity. But by the Seri- potamia , if he had been an 
pture (50), it appears, this AJfyrian . All we would add 
Mcfopotamian kingdom, as for- is, that this Mefopotamiau 
midable as it may have been at kingdom or monarchy was but 
firft, foon mouldered away, (horc- lived, and, in all Jikeli* 
and perhaps became extinft, hood, foon broke into the many 
by the fucceffes of Otbniel petty royalties we have ob- 
againft it (ci). LeClerc( 52) ferved there, in the precedii^j 
obferves, there is no mention part of this hiftory, many ages 
madeof this Cujban-rijhathaim , afterwards (55 ). 
in the Ctefian ierics of AJfyrian 

($0) Jud. iii. (51) Ibid, (52) In Judic , cep. iii. S. 

(;3) $ se f cries of the /IJfyiian kings in the following fc& ion , ( $+) An* 

tip Jud. /. v. c, 3, l$$) See vet, ii. p, 301. 
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law* tor the government of this people, except vre fupgofe 
tfaei j kings to have approached fo very near to the divinity 
tKcy would have impenoufly arrogated, as never to changed 
but to continue always the fame, which cannot' 'be flip- 
pofed. 

Religion. We are alfo pretty much in the dark as to their re!i- 
gion : in general we know they were idolaters, and that 
they had their idols and temples. Nifroch is likely to 
have been their principal god, at lead at one time $ but 
Selden declarer r he knows nothing at all of hiift (M) ; 
and theref^jlilfany inquiry after fo palpable an obfcurity 
would be nee^lefs. Nergal was not properly, it feems, 
an Ajfyrian deity : AdrameUch may perhaps be properly 
termed a god of this country, and is faid to have been 
represented as a mule, or a peacock* (N) : Anamelech[ O), 
in like manner, is faid to have been reprefented as an 
horfe, or a pheafant, or a quail 1 ; but thefe are all rab- 
binical dreams, and o^ht to be looked upon as fuch. 
For this fmall p*rt a? their religion, and fomething more 
which we (hall recoiled in the religion of Babylon , which 
may have been the very fame, we are beholden to the 
Scripture, and the Jews : the reft we muft more im- 
mediately trace out elfewhere 5 and accordingly look back 
to the fuperftitions of the Philijlines , Syrians, arid Pha~ 
nicians . 


r De diis Syris, fyntagm. ii. c. 10. s Vid*eund ibid, 

c. 9. 1 Vid. eund. ibid. 


(M) All that can poflibly be 
faid of him is mere conjedui e. 
Beyer (56), who takes upon 
him to fupply, in this refpe£t, 
what is wanting in Selden , fup- 
pofes he may have been Saturn 
of Belus , or, with Kircber 
(57), that he was reprefented 
in the form of a fhip, in re- 
membrance of the ark ; but 
this is mere fancy, as we fhall 


have occafion to fhevv in the 
tourfe of this hiitor) , and that 
of Babylon. He is, in the 
Septuagint , called Mefatach 
and Afaracb . 

(N) Hence he is thought to 
have been related to Juno (58}. 

(O) Both Adtanitkch and 
Anamehcb aie fuppofed to 
have been the fame with Mo - 
heb (jf))- 


(56) Inadditam . Seld. fyntagm. 11. cap, 10. (s?) In fattfbe*. 

( 58 ) Beyer, addittm . ubi fvp, c, 9, (59) Sibt'n de Ju: byn^ 

fyntagm. ii. f. 9. 


DtRCSTO, 



|f)t who* Recording to Ck//2<w inuft 
^v$ 1 tton wi JJjm* 4 *ky f has been fupppfed to be the 
PMT$m ®0g*n i but we have denied it w, and ak&djr 
$f^\'.thc reafons for our rejecting this nothin j* \ and 
thoughwe have ventured to call her the goddefs of Afca- 
fan 7, we confidercd the country then in (ub)ei 3 ion to the 
Ajfyricms. Derate, as the Greeks call her (what her 
AJfyrian name may have been, we cannot guefc), is plainly 
an AJfyrian deity, of an inferior order, and particularly 
in fubje&ion to a goddefs our author * calk Venue, who 
may have been the Syrian goddefs at or the 

Phoenician Aftarte on mount Aphac K. ah us .we con- 
jecture; but this AJfyrian Venus will be more regularly 
fpoken of, when we are to treat of the religion of Baby- 
Ion , which was doubtlefs the fame with that of AJfyria , 
being derived from one origin, as the two nations were 
cqnftuered to have been by Ptolemy , who calls the kings 
of Babylon, in hi s jiftronomical j|anon, AJfyrians . We 
fh^il therefore only for the prefent^ferve, that the AJfy- 
rian* c , and Syrians paid particular* devotion to fifties, 
in memory, as we are told, of the goddefs Derceto , of 
Afcalon , who was wholly, or partly, metamorphofed into 
a creature of that fort e ; and that they honoured Semi- 
ramie in the form of a dove, or pigeon, either becaufc 
fhe was nurfed by them when expofed after her birth 
or bccaufe they attended her at her death, when it is 
labled, (he was changed into a bird of that fore g ; which 
is all we can fay of the AJfyrian religion, without repeat- 
ingwhat we have faid before K 

Their cuftoms, arts, learning, and trade, muft ccr- cm- 
tainly have differed but little, if at all, from what will ftomsjzrts* 
be found of the fame concerning the Babylonians ; fo that &c * 

* Aptid Djodor. Sic. 1 . ii. w -See vol. ii. p* 222^ 

* Ibid, in the notes. f Ibid . in the text, p, 223. 

* Diodor. Sicvl. 1 . ii. * See vol. ii. p. 283. 

b Ibid. p. 338, note ( N ). c Diodor. Sicul. aoi fup. 

* See vol. ii. p. 286. t Diodor. Sicul. ubi fop. 

f Idem ibid. * Idem ibid. h See vol. ii. p. 

a8j. ' 

(P) She is called by other further of her till we come to 
names, ae Adergatis, Atarga - treat of the Babylonian Vi- 
ta, Atirgatis , and the like; nus, 
but we Audi forbfcar faying any 

wt 



256 The Hijlory of the Affyrians. 8. 

we (hall fufpend what might be gathered in relation there* 
to, till we come to the Babylonian affairs, only referring 
Their lan- the reader back to the language of Syria % and th$ alpha- 
guage and be t of the Syrian chara&er, for the language and chara£tcr 
alfoabet . of this people, which we have declared to have been the 
fame *. 


SECT. III. 


Of the t Ap^YRiAN Chronology , to the Fall of the 


Empire . 


w 


' E (hall doubtlefs be cxcufed, if we are very ample, 
and even diffufe, in our refearches after the Affyrian 
chronology, it being not only of {he greateft importance 
towards the fixing the chronology of antient kingdoms, 
but alfo for vindicating, the authority of Scripture, which 
is quite averfe to the jrtfnvnon profane account. 

The caufes firft we* v'Juld premife, that the caufes which 

why the may have induced Or mifled hiftorians fo to err, when 
antient t h e y treat of the antiquities of nations, were apparently 
profane hi - 0# ignorance and vanity. Their ignorance muft have 
fory is fo principally proceeded from the lofs of records, and the 
mot f 6tand ne ?l c< ^ ear ^^ft people of the more antient nations, 

C °'alfe In keep an Y ^ ort °* re g*ftcr of what concerned them. 
J <wbat re- ^hc wo: ^ was Peopled by fuccefiion, and the progrtfs of 
sards Af- wea ^> power, and learning, was gradual, taking rife in 
iyria, i£c- more ear ty P arts > ^ ;lt nothing is more natural to 
affert, than that fbrne nations began to keep records before 
others were in being. 

Some nations there were, who never kept any records 
at all, as may have been the cafe of the Scythians , and as 
appears by their conteft with the Egyptians for antiquity k ; 
and thofe who did, could not poflibly do it at once, or 
from the beginning, for want of letters, and other mate- 
rial conveniences ; and befidcs, fuppofing them to have 
been ever fo early in a condition to regifter their affairs, 
they could for a long time have had nothing worth pre- 
fixing, and much lefs reading. The firft ages muft 
have been employed in hufbandry, and providing for the 
neceflities of life ; mankind increafing into multitudes, 
and nations growing populous, contefts, it is likely, arofe 
among them about property and dominion ; and thefc 

* See vol. ii. p. 293, 294. k Just. 1 . 2. c. 1. 
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broilsroayfor ages have diverted their thoughts from any 
thing eMe. In ihort, we itnift fuppofe the world to have bser* 
in a calm of peace, and fome nations to have made great 
progrefs in learning, before we can, with any reafon* 
fuppofe aiiy hiftorical monuments, truly fuch, to have 
been taken in hand ; and^ ere this, the traditions concern- 
ing the origin of the world, and the rife of themfelves, 
may have been quite perverted, Or totally loft. 

But, fuppofmg there may have been other nations b«- 
fides the Jews , who had* preferved their primitive tradi- 
tions intire, they may have perifhed by various ‘means. 
Thefe nations may have, as it were, become extindl, or 
their records may have been deftroyed by the malice, or* 
what is the fame, the zeal of parties, whether religious 
or civil. Kings have been known to deface the memory 
of their predeceffors, thkt they might, without a rival, 
be admired by pofterity ; of a humour with that Ckinefe 
emperor, who reigned about 209 *vears before Chrift 0 ; 
or perhaps, to eftablifh an aera, as PtabmaJJhr P. 

Sucri may have been the interruptions of the regulat 
defcent of hiftory to us ; though Wars, whether foreign 
or dbmeftic, mu ft have been more particularly fatal to 
the archives of all nations in general. It has been almoft 
ever the policy of conquerors to deftroy them, to oblite- 
rate the remembrance of what the vanquifhed may for- 
merly have been ; as alfo to remove all monuments, which, 
by the fight of them, might excite to rebellion and 
revolt. Conquerors alfo there have been, who were 
moved merely by ignorance or fuperftition to do the 
fame $ as may be obferved of the Mohammedans , when- 
ever their arms have prevailed. And though it may be 
faid, that the Romans were, in this refpe&, favourable to 
the Greeks , we do not underftand, that thefe laft were 
over and above indulgent to thofe they conquered, the 
Egyptians excepted, whom they may have fpared for the 
fame reafons they themfelves were fpared by the Romans ; 
becaufe they beheld them as their matters in literature and 
knowlege^ 

1 1 then we call to mind the many revolutions which 
every nation has in its turn undergone, we need not 
wonder why the antiquities of the fcveral parts of the 
world are fo utterly unknown, or, what is next of Jrin 
ter it, fo deeply involved in fable* 

0 Martin, hift, Sirric. I. vL p. 239. Cqvpl. tab. chron, 
Sinic. p. 17. f Synceli.. p.207. 

Vol. IV* S The 
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fix Hijiorf of , tty Myrians. t \ » 9. J* 
■ The Babylonians , or Chaldees f are allowed once to 
hav^ had a regular body of genuine hiftory fipin the ori- 
gin of things, and by the fragments of it* lye u^erftand 
it to have been agreeable to what we read in the jMopucal 
writings, which perhaps may have been tokei^froitt.t^ 
Chaldeans , from whom the Jews were defcencLfd. But 
this Babylonian account has been long fince deftroyed, and 
abfurd traditions, and ridiculous tales, have taken its place ; 
which is the more to be regretted, as we are affined by 
JofepbuS' 9 it was greatly to be valued. 

For c tl& to have received any tolerable account of the. 
origin and remote hiftory of nations, they ihopld, from 
the beginning, have communicated their records with 
each other j and the hiftorians of every country ihould 
have been as fedulous in colle&ing and digefting the affairs 
of the neighbouring kingdoms and ftates, and actions 
they knew, as of their own : and in this cafe nothing 
but an univerfal rui^ could have, made the defolation 
their fucceeding generations have beheld as well as we. 
But the nature o\' things would never allow of this, as 
may be obferved by thofe who are converfant in very an- 
tient tranfa&ions ; and particularly that ridiculous vanity, 
which may be faid to have begun with the world, and 
will, it is likely, end with it, has at all times rendered 
it impra£Ucable. 

A country no fooner began to flourifh and refine, 
than vanity, that darling folly of men and nations, took 
birth, and increafed with its fplendor and profperity ; and 
prefently it could admit of no competitor, but muft look 
on all its neighbours round with contempt i this begets 
a. national pride, than which nothing is fo unpardonable, 
nothing more repugnant to reafon and good fenfe, ajnd 
nothing, in the main, fo definitive to the peace and 
happinefs of mankind. And this vanity, added to the 
complete ignorance of what has paft in the preceding ages, 
has been produ&ive of the monftrous births, which are 
a reproach to hiftory. 

We might point out many glaring inftances of the 
ill effects of what we are here complaining of ; but ffiall on 
this head juft touch upon the Greeks , to whom W£ are 
chieflv indebted for the antient profane hiftory, confining 
ourfelves to what at prefent is before us, till we have oc- 
Qafion to refume them hereafter. They, we n&ay aver 

1 £on tr, Apion, 

tf 
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thcfh» Itffere more infcfted with this folly or vanity* or 
at lefctt stir nludi as any nation that has ever fubfifted., \t 
is ^arfaiti thfe^ defpifed thehiftory of all other nations befides 
their bwri, never concerning themfelves therewith any 
^rfther "thaft it interfered with themfelveSj and even then 
they introduced it rather to adorn their own chara&er, 
than to preferve any thing to us by way of information. 

Awn this* in nothing appears more plainly* than in 
their flighting, and even deftroying, the Perftan records* 
when they became matters of that empire ; nq one of 
their hiftoriahs, that we know of, ever confultfng them 
to Complete a feries of the Perftan affairs : nor was there 
a hation they were folicitous about but the Egyptians, who 
affeftfed a deep filence, and cared not to fatisfy their curi- 
ofity; Some of the Greeks indeed, whofe good fenfe got 
the better of their national pride and prejudices, as Era - 
tojtbenes , Hecateus the Abderite , Menander the Epbejian , 
may be quoted, as oxceptions to what we have been fay- 
ing, as well as fome foreigners, fuch as Berofus , Manetbo , 
aiKWome others, who were encouraged to write the hifto- 
ries of their refpe&ive countries for the ufe of the Greeks . 
But all this only adds weight to the guilt of that af- 
firming people. It is plain, they did not in the leaf! 
regard them ; for not one of them has reached our days* 
nor fo much as one Greek that had made any large ex- 
tra&s 1 from them, if we except Jofephus, and the Cbri - 
Jfidn chrbnologers, Africanus , Eufebius , and Syncellus , 
if they rftay be allowed to have been of the number. 

No polite nation has ever been more egregioufly faulty, 
in mixing truth with fidtion ; and yet they feem to have 
thought no riation fit to meddle with hiftory, though their 
own, but themfelves j as may be feen by Diodorus Siculus * 
Who, in writing of the Egyptians and Chaldeans * never 
mentions a word of Berofus and Manetbo , preferring his 
bWn crude indigeftions, to any thing in them. And fo, 
With regard to Affyrta , inftead of reforting to fuch as 
might truly inform him, he takes Cteftas for his guide, 
a moft fabulous writer* as will be amply* demonftrated in 
the courfe of this feftion : but, being a Greek, he was 
preferred by the vain partiality of his countrymen, and 
hfrhiftory has had the good fortune of reaching down to 
u§ 9 while others have (tittered the fate which Cte/iar md 
Dhdbrus had deferved j the fate which Tragus has under- 
gone, who* by hii cpitomifer* is not much to be la- 
mented. 

S z 
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These writers were like moft of our moderns, who, 
for what concerns the Mohammedan hiftory, confult the 
Byzantine hiftorians; or, by liftening to the lame relations 
ot ignorant travellers, give into endlefs errors they might 
have avoided, by looking into the tranflations and extrads 
the learned would furnilh them with, if they would be at 
the pains of inquiring after them. 

And now, to return more immediately to our point ; 
there have been great and powerful nations, who have 
for many ages pait been no more : of this number are,, 
the djjyfjans, Babylonians, and Lydians . Their records 
and their’hiflorians have long fince been annihilated. The 
Greeks , by a vain negligence and infolent contempt of 
them, knew little or nothing concerning them j and no 
other nation, the Jews excepted, can tell us any thing 
about them. Hence, and for ^eafons to b.e hereafter 
fubjoined, we make no account of the common hiftories 
of thefe nations, and particularly of the Jjjyrians . We 
are now to enter upon an obfeure tafk, which has con- 
founded fome of the beft chronologers, who have been 
driven to endlefs fhifts, to make out what they adhere 
to. But, as our defign is to {hew they have been all 
milled, fome few excepted, as Mar/ham , Newton , Cel- 
larius , Montfaucon , Du Pin , and fome others, we fliall 
take little or no notice of them. 


STABLE of the fuccejjtons cf the Assyrian 
kings, according to Eufebius and Syncellus. 


According to Eufebius. 

Years. 

♦ * * * * 

According to SyncellllS. 

Years, 

1 Beilis reigned - - ce 

l N/nuS reigned - 

* 52 

2 Ninas 

* 52 

2 Semi rami s - 

42 

3 Semiramis 

- 42 

3 Zameis, or Ninyas 

38 

4 Ninyas , otZames 38 

4 Anus - - - - 

30 

5 Arias - - 

- 30 

5 Aralius - - . 

40 

6 Aralins - - 

- AO 

6 Xerxes, or Baleus 

3 ° 

7 Xerxes - 

“ 3 ° 

7 Artnamitrcs - - 

38 

8 Armamirbres - 

- 38 

8 Bel-ocbus - - - 

35 

9 Belocbus - - 

- 35 

9 Bal eus - - - 

52 

10 Balaus - 

- 52 

10 Altadas - - - 

32 

11 Set bos - - * 

- 32 

ji Mamittis - - - 

' 30 

1 2 Mamy tbits - 

- 30 

12 Manchaleus - - 

32 

13 Jfchalius - - 

- 28 

13 Sfberus - - - 

20 

14 Spbfrus - - 

- 22 
Mu- 
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According to Eufebius . 

Years. 


According to Synce!i#s, % 
year*. 


14 Mamitus - 

• - 

30 

15 

15 Sparetus - 

- “ 

40 

16 

16 Aftacadis - 

- “ 

40 

17 

17 Amyntes * 

- - 

45 

18 

18 Bel ocbus (0 ) 

25 

i 9 



(R) 

19 Bellepares 

- “ 

30 

20 

20 Lamprides 

- 

3 2 

21 

21 Sofares - 

- 

20 

22 

22 Lampares 

- 

30 

2 3 

23 P any as - 


45 

24 

24 Sofarmus 


19 

25 

21 Mitreus - 

• -• 

27 

26 

26 Tautanes (S) 

3 2 

27 

27 Tewteui - 

' « 

40 

2f8 

* * * 

% *r 


29 

* * * 

* * 


3 ° 

* * * 

* * 


3 1 

* # # 

* * 


32 


Mamylus - - - 30 

Sparthceus - * 42 

Jfcatades - - - 3** 

Amyntes - - - 45 

Belocbus - - - 25 

Belatores - - 30 

Lamprides A - 30 
Sofares . - - - 20 

Lamphraes - - 30 

2^** - - 45 

So far mus - - - 22 

Mitkraus - 27 
Teutamus , or Tin- 7 
(T) - - 1 3 2 

Teutons - - - 44 

Arapeltts - - - 42 

Cbalaus - - - 45 

A?iebus - - - 38 

B alios (V) - - 37 

28 Tht - 


( Q_) Or Bolochus ; he had 
a daughter called AtoJJa , as alfo 
S emir amis, who reigned with 
him twelve years (60). 

(R) Bion and Alexander Po- 
lyhifior (6 1 ) divide this feries 
of kings into two dynafties, 
which we have diftinguifhed by 
this chafm. This Belocbus , 
who finifhes this dynafty, is 
called by the fame authors (62) 
Belleus the Dercetad ; and in 
him*, fay they, the race of <SV- 
miramis became extinft ; when 
Beletaras , Beletores t or Belle- 
fares , the king’s gardener, in a 
moft extraordinary manner, 
feized on the empire for him- 
felf, and delivered down the 
fame to his fuoceflors, till it 
fe|l under Sardanapalus. The 
firft dynafty of thefe kings. 


then, ending with Belocbus , 
muft be called Dercetad# A rom 
Derceto , the mother of Semira- 
mis (63). 

(S) According to Eufebius 
(64), under .this king 7 ><?y was 
taken. 

(T) Syncellus^ 65) tranfcribes 
the fame from Eufebius in the 
note above, obferving it was in 
the year of the world 4124. 

(V) Though Syncellus, in 
the note above, teems to agree 
with Eufebius , as to the reign 
of the king who was on the 
throne of AJfyria when Troy 
was taken, he brings that event 
down to this reign. Ha ob- 
fervcs(66\ that this king was 
by the Greeks called Tithon , the 
father of that Memnon , who 
was by his father fent an au>i- 


(6c) Ettfcb. Pampb , chronic . lib. p'fler, p. 80. ((61) Apud Agatb, 

ltb.\*. pag. 63, (6z) Ibid. (^l) Vidor. Sicut. lib. li. 

(64) Uh fupra , p. go. (65) Chronograph, p. 151. (66J Ibid. p. kj. 
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According to Eufebius . 

* Years. 

28 *Thin0u$ * - 30 

29 iDercilus - - 40 

30 Eupales - - - 38 

31 ^aoflhenes - 45 

32 € Pyriatides - 30 

33 Ophrateus - * - 20 

34. Ophratenes • 50 

35 Ocrawpes - 42 

36 TonoiConcoleros , 1 

by the Greeks , > 20 

Sardanapalm V 

Total - 1240 

liary againft the Greeks, and 
fell by the hand of Achilles . He 
tells us the copy of a letter 
from Priam to him was handed 
about in his time ; and alfo, 
that he was called Taut an es the 
Second, This ftory is borrow- 
ed from Ctefias (67), who calls 
this king Teutamus , with $y#- 
cellus , bat makes him a diftindt 
perfon from Tithon the father 
of Memnon . This romantic 
author [Ca?/£w] tells us, he 
fent 10,000 Ethiopians , with 
as many Sufians , people widely 
diftant from each other, to- 
gether with 200 chariots, to 
the fuccour atfd affiftance of 
king Priam, who was his tri- 
butary. Tithon , according to 
this feme author, was at that 
time governor of Pcrfia, in 
high favour with the king; 

(67} Diodor, Sicui, biblictbec bid, 
ibid. 


the -Arffynaoj. .11.4. 

According to Syncellus . 

Years. 

33 * * * , * ,* , 

34 Dercylus - u ~ 40 

35 Evpdcmes - 4$ 

36 Lacflbenes - - 45 

37 TPertiades - 30 

38 Ophrataus ~ - 21 

39 Epheceres - T< 7 52 

40 Jcraganes - - * 42 

41 Tbonos Concolerol 15 


Total - 1460 

and his fon Memnon , who com* 
manded thefe^auxiliary forces, 
was theft in the flower of his 
days, and had built a palace in 
the caftle of S«/Jr, which re- 
tained the name of Memnenia 
to the times of the Perfians , and 
had paved a public way, which 
preferved his name many ages 
afterwards. But it feems (68), 
the Ethiopians next to Egypt 
denied all this ftory ; and pre- 
tended Memnon W£s their coun- 
tryman, and n^ade (hew of his 
palace, which, in our author’s 
days, they continued to call 
Memnon ia. More is (aid in 
contradiction to Ctefias's ftory : 
but we may perhaps have an- 
ticipated too much upon this 
head ; and therefore drop the 
fubjeft for the prefent. 


ii. p, 77# (68) Vid, *und m 
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A TABLE of the fucctfftons of the Assyrian 
kings , according Jo the canon of Scripture, and 
as they Jiand iq this biftory. 

According to Scripture. According to this hiftorj’. 


1 ‘Pul. 

2 Tiglathpilefer. 

3 Shalmaneser . 

4 Sennacherib . 

5 Affar-haddon- 

* * * * * 

***** 

***** 

• 

It is ftirprifing how many fagacious and inquificiveT^js 
men, hiftorians and chronologers, both in antient and table. 
modem times, have blindly given into the errors, and 

f enera! forgery, of the firft t*b’e. To reconcile it with 
criptu,re, to which it is quite repugnant, they have .raifed 
fuch hypothefes as are contradictory to all hiftory facred 
and profane, though at the fame time nothing is eafier 
than to detect the whole impofture, fo grofc and pa’pable 
it feetiis to be. The two Itfts, which form this firft 
table, are derived, notwithftanding the variations in them, 
from one formed by Ctefias , who concluded his hiftory 
of the AJfyriam with a lift of kings from Ninus to Aria* 
ieerxes *. Cajior copied him, who was again copied by 
E'ufibius * $ and Eufebius begins, as Ctefias had taught 
him, with Ninas, while Syncellus , on the other hand, 
begins with Belus, and affigns him a reign of fifty-five 
years, though Cajior l , whom in this he follows, de- 
clares the length of Bolus's reign to .be uncertain. But 
this is not the only difference between them ; Syncellm 
has in his lift four kings, which are wanting in that of 
Eufebiusy and which are no-where elfe to be met with : 
whence this might arife, we {hall forbear to inquire ( W) ; 

and 

r Phot, bibliot. p. 134. tmemat. 72. Vid. etiam Diodor. 

Sic. 1 . xiv. 1 Vid. Marsham, can. chron. fecul. 17. de 
#g{b. Aflyr. 1 ApudSYNCEU.. p. 206. 


1 SP#/. 

2 Tiglathpilefar. 

3 Shalmmejer^ 

4 Senntcherib. 

5 MJar-haddm.' 

6 SaofducheUrS) or Nabu- 
chadonofir. 

7 Chyniladan , or Sarac. 


(W) Though it maybe in ing interpolation of no lefs than 
vaia to inquire after this feem- four kings in Syr.ceiltn, we may 

S 4 offer 
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and the rather, as we ihall endeavour, with the concur* 
rqpcg of fcvferal great men before r mentionedj £o ‘deftly 
f he whole on both fide* j but firft we would o^fejrv^ fhafc 
''Syncellus exceeds all the reft in the number of years he 
allows for the duration of the Ajjyrian monarchy j for 
while St. Augujlin u allows it but 1305 , Cajior 1280 , 
Eufehius 1240 , Velleius 1070 ,' Syncellus gives it 1460 , 
therein greatly exceeding his original author Ctefias, and 
his two tranfcribers Diodorus and Tragus, who ifientipn 
but about 1300 . 

Since ’" therefore thefe computations are prjtnarily bor- 
rowed from Ctefias , and lengthened and lhortened ap- 
parently to the fancy of the feveral writers his fuccpffors, 
it will be abfolutely neceflary for us to inquire what foun- 
dation he builds upon, whether his (uperftrudturc be raifed 
upon truth or falfhood. Arijlotle } who was almoft his 
contemporary, declares him a writer unworthy of credit $ 
and whoever perufes his Jndica , muft immediately con-: 
elude him to have been a man of no fincerity : Ari/lotty 
was not the pnly one of the antients that has declared 
againft him ; nor are his Indtca the only proof we have, 
that he was a fabulous writer, as may be gathered from 
what is to follow. 

Were his chara&er much better eftablifhed than it 
is, his lift of the Ajjyrian kings would, be no proof of the 
duration of that empire ; nothing being eafier than to 
invent names, and to add what lengths of reign we pleafe 
to them w ; and erpedally'for a man who pretends actu- 
ally to have feen fuch things in India as never were, and 
never can be. Upon this the queftion might naturally 
enough be afked. Might not Oejtas as well forge his 
Ajjyrian hiftory, as create the world of monfters he talks 
of in India ? And might not we as juftly fufpeCl him of 
falflioqd, when he pretends to have compiled his Hiftory 

u Decivit. Dei, I.xviii. c. 2Q. w Du Pin’s hiftor. bib* 
both, des hiftor. p. 284. 

offer it a§ an argument to prove truth. As the whole muft have 
the unfettledneis of the whole been a fable, thofe who treated 
Series. It was certainly a vague of it ufed it as fuch, by altering 
“ period of Hiftory 5 and, from it as they thought fir ; or elfc 
the variations of it, may be we Cannot fee why the feveral 
ftirewdly fufpe&ed of being authors and' tranfcribers (hould 
raifed upon no fure foundation, not agree together in efleatials, 
uppn nij fuch folid bafis as which we find they do not. , * 
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from original records, as when hp gravely avers to have 
been an eye-witnefs of what no -mortal man alive* ciii 
believe ? 

And this queftion may be the more pertinently aflced, 
as, both •his relation of the Indies , and his hiftory of the 
AJynans, are equally marvellous, and equally impoflible. 

Who can fee Ninus at the head of millions of men, at a 
time when the earth muft have been but thinly inhabited, 
when mankind muft have been a gpod deal in a ftate of 
fimplicity and nature ; who can read this withoA arraign- 
ing the ’ hiftorian of falthood and forgery? Or who cap 
read his ftory of Semiramis ; her mighty valour and he- 
roic deeds at the age of twenty, or thereabouts $ her two 
millions of men employed in the building of Babylon } 
her 300,000 lkins of,black oxen, made up in the form 
of elephants, and other things of this nature ; and not 
conclude, that wha^ contained it was no genuine hiftory, 
but a moft barefaced romancef? In a word, his Ajjyrian 
hiftory, as it ftands in the next fe&ion, is nioft evidently 
calculated to aftonifh and amaze, anci to ftrain credulity 
beyond all poffible bounds. 

What particularly argues his lift of the AJfyrian kings 
of the grofleft forgery, is, that it is a medley of Greeks 
Perfian, Egyptian , and other names. Spb^rus y Lam- 
prides , Laojlhenes , Dercylus , are Greek names, and very 
common ones. Amyntas is the name of a king of Ma- 
eedon ; Anus is the name of a king of Sparta . Piritiades 
is regularly, as Ibould feem, formed from pyritis, a me- 
dicinal herb, which Cteftas , as a phyfician, muft have been 
well acquainted with. Xerxes , Armamithres , Mithraus % 
are Petfian name*. Sofarmi/s y according to himfelf, is 
the name of ja king of the MedeS y which how it fhould 
have happened, may not be fo very unaccountable, con- 
fiderrng the empire pafied from the Ajjyriam to the Medei ; 
but how Sethos , the name of an Egyptian king , fhould 
alfo have been the name of an AJfyrian^ is what we are 
wholly at a lofs for. Nothing is more obvious to thofe 
who have dipt into genuine hiftory, and efpeciallv the 
Scripture, than the wide difference between the Ajfyritty 
names and the Perfian , and the (till wider between the* 
fame and the Greek; fo that nothing can be faid in his 
behalf, except that he tranflated feme of the original n&mcs, 
which is abfolutely falfe ; nay, he is confeffedly fo igno- 
rant in this particular, that he had even no notion at all 
of the AJfyrian names, how they were pronounced or ut- 
tered 


> IQ far was he from knowing how they were corn- 

pounded, 
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pounded, and whence they were formed ; a moft glaring 
inftance of which w.ill be feen anon. . •» 

Again, in all long lifts of kings, the fame names, or 
fome fuch, are obferved often to return ; and this is no- 
where more remarkable than in the five names e/ the 
AJfyrian kings, which are all that are recorded in the ca> 
iton of Scripture. Pul, or Phttl, Tiglatb-pilefer, or Ttglatb- 
fyl-ajfur, Sbalmanefer, or Shalmn-aJJur, Efttraddm, or 
AJfur-baddm. For th cAJfyriani* tpall appearance, borrow- 
ed their names from their own gods *, or from the gods of 
other natfdns in repute among them. Thefe gods feem to 
have been, Bel, or Put, Cbaddon , Hadm , Adm , or Adorns, 
Mylecb, or ^Moloch, At fur, or AJfur, Nebo, Nergat, Me- 
rodacb } as for inftance m the following, befides the names 
above, Adro-meletb, Sbar-ajfur, ffabonajfar, or Nebo- 
a don sffur , Bel-adm , Cbyniladm, or Cben-el-adon, Nebo- 
ful-affur, Nebuchadnezzar, Nobucbodoaofor, or bkbo- 
cbaddon- offer, Nebuzaradan. , or Neho-ajfur-adon, Evil- 
merodacb, or Ilvoradamus, and many more that might be 
brought to illuftrate this point. After this, who call- forbear 
rejecting the wild and arbitrary names in Ctefias*. who is to 
ignorant, as to fuppofe Sardanapalus to have been the 
Greek name for the laft AJfyrian king, though fo naturally 
derivable from AJfer-adon-ful, while he pretends his Af- 
Jyrian name to have been Toms Concoleros, a name which 
bears no manner of relation to the AJfyrian language, ©r 
any other that we at prefent are aware of ; a name moft 
evidently coined to amufe and catch the ear. 

If in feven AJfyrian names, all that are mentioned in 
the canon of Scripture, five of them belonging to lb 
many kings, and two to the two fons of Sennacherib, 
there appear fuch fimilitude and near relation, would not the 
fame, in all likelihood, have been often repeated, -with (bme 
variation,, in a long lift of 36 of them, according to Ett- 
febitu , or 41 according to Syncellus ? but nothing of this 
kind is in either of them to be obferved ; the names of all 
are different and independent, except in a cafe or two ; and 
to crown all, in neither is there a tingle name belonging to 
any of the AJfyrian kings in Scripture. To fuppole thefe 
names unknown to the Greeks, would be next to'fup- 
poting they , were perfeft ftrangerato the’ AJfyrian affairs \ 
and fo alf that Gtefias has written, and others after him, 
would, fan felf-condemned to the ground. But this is 
what we can very fafely contradict they were actually 

* Vid. Sei.de n. dc diis Syr. 
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known to the Gratis, or themdft curious of then, and 
particularly to Herodotus, who, though he mentions hut 
-one king of Affyria, calls him exactly by his true namq, 
the termination excepted, Sennacherib ; and we n)ay 
thence very fairly conclude, that, had 'he completed jjlc 
htftory o {' AJJyria he promifed, we fhould have read the 
names of the reft of the Ajfyrian kings in him 'with as 
' much-aectiracy ; and the rather, as we have jjie experi- 
ence of his conforming with Scripture, ip the' names of 
feveral of the Egyptian kings : in confiderationjof which, 
and the coptradiaory writings of Ctefias, it may bejufthr 
wondered, why Herodotus ihould labour upcler fo much 
obloquy and contempt with many of great learning and 
judgment, while all the abominable untruths of Gtefias, 
though obvious to ev,ery fenfe, are fwallowed, ana re- 
ceived for granted, even though be in every particular 
claims with. Scripture, while the former confirms it, 
whefe-ever he happens to fpeak of things there handed 
down, to us. A monftrous partiality fome of the beft 
and moft religious of us have been guilty of ; a partiality 
never .to be excufed, but in thofe who have nothing to 
plead in their behalf, bur ignorance, and want of difeem- 
ment 1 , 

The 'great antiquity of the Ajfyrian empire may alfo 
be urged again ft: Ctefias, and particularly, as he writes in 
dire£l oppofition to the Scripture. Ninus, according to 
him, tonm have reigned befort the days of Abraham, and 
conquered Perfia , Media, Egypt, Affyria , and all Afia ; 
and bis wife Semiramis, his immediate fuccelTor, adds 
Libya and Ethiopia thereto. But what trace do We find 
of all this in the book of Genefis ? The Canaanites were 
under their own kings or patriarchs, ages after Abraham % 
the Moabites, the Ammonites, the Midianites , the Edem~ 
ites, the Amaickites , the Philiftines , were fubjedi to no 
foreign yoke,, and free from ftrange lords, till they began 
to he persecuted by the fword of Ifrael, Egypt feemingly 
enjoyed a profound peace, apprehenfive of no danger 
from without, till Sennacherib, bent upon eftablifhing and 
inlarging his empire, moved towards Egypt with defign 
to invade it. In proof of. all this, we need only refer to 
the bidories pf thefe nations in the former part of this 
work. It appears then, that no Ajfyrian enemy was in 
thefe parts for many ages after die pretended dates of 
Ninus and Semiramis ; and that all Syria and Mefepotamia 
were free alfo from any fubjc&ion to AJfyria , may be as 
plainly proved. 
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the Hifiory of the Aflyrlans.' B. I. 
The Syrian monarchy was confeffedly ‘older than the 
Affyriany and extended on both fides of the Euphrates , 
under Hadadezer king of Zohah ; and rofe afterwards to 
it$ meridian under the race of the Damafeene kipgs, and 
particularly in the days of Benhadad and Hazael * : thefe 
ruled a mighty empire. Where then were the Affyrian 
moharchs, fo extenfive in their command, and fo jealous 
of their power? David 9 before thefe, was mailer of a 
cfcnfiderable extent of all on this fide the Euphrates z , and 
had no Ajfyr'tan to difpute the honour with him. The 
Phoenicians continued in independence and freedom* till 
the days of Shalmanefer , who was fet at defiance by the 
Tyrians a, though he was the third of that fortunate and 
conquering race. Confult the hiftory of Judea % Syria 9 
and Phatnice , and you will peredive no glimpfe of an 
Ajfyrtan monarchy till the days of Pul. 

Having endeavoured to deftroy the credit ojf Ctefias , 
and therewith the firft table of the Affyrian kings from 
Eufebius and Syncellys , we will proceeq to fettle die chro- 
nology of the AJfyrian empire in the belt marker ,we arc 
The fecondd&e 9 by taking into confideration the fecond table. By 
tablf. the hiftory of Syria , and the neighbouring countries, it 
appears, the JJfyrians had no power in the weftern parts 
of Afia till the reign of Pul , who made his firft appearance 
on this fide the Euphrates , in the decline of the kingdom 
of Damafcus : what they had before that time done in the 
eaft, does no-where appear; but that the foundations of 
the monarchy were laid by Pul , or fome near predeccffor 
of his, by conquefls nearer home, is not to be doubted. 
The AJfyrian monarchy cannot be dated much back- 
warder than the days of Menahem \ and this is not only 
to be demonftrated by Scripture, and Ptolemy's aftrono- 
mical canon, but by feveral of the moft unexceptionable 
profane writers. 

Herodotus *, that venerable apd much injured hi- 
ftorian, obferves, that the Ajjyrians had been matters of 
the Upper Afia 530 years, when the Medes tlvevv off 
their yoke ; and that the empire of the latter fubiifted no 
longer than J50 years, inclufjve of the 28 years, ^during 
which the Scythians ruled Afia . Thefe two fuins, added 
together, amount to 670 years, for the whole duration of 
the two monarchies of the AJfyrians and Medes ; which 

y Vol, ii. p. 302. * Ibid. p. 249, & feqq. * Mejian. 

apud Jofeph. amiq. Jud. 1. ix. c. 14. Vol. ii. p. 371, 1 L. i. 
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being added to the epoch of Cyrus before Cbrijl, which 
is uniyerfalty Hated at 559 years, will make 1229, the 
whole interval between the firfl rife of the AJfyridh rfio- 
narchy and 'the birth of Cbrijl ^ which cuts off j^iout 1000 
years from tne common profane accounts j , though it will 
exceed the sera of Nabohajfar by 45B years, and there' 
fore Herodotus’ % numbers, as they Hand with ys, are 
doubtlefs too long, though fo much fhort of thofe of 
Ctejiets, and his followers. But, by the way, we would 
add, that Herodotus ' s computation is not above .200 years 
later than the days of Cbujban-rifhathaim, kijjg ,©f Ade- 
fopotamia, or Aram- Nabar aim, who kept the children of, 
Ifraei m fubje&ion for thefpace of eight years, till they 
Were delivered from him by Othniel m . In what fenfc 
this Chujhan-rijbathaim may have been considered as an 
Ajjyrian , we take ncy upon us to fay ; but it is certain 
that he was not, properly fpeaking, of that nation, feeing 
he is in Scripture " called a Mejopotamian , and feeing we 
might With a? rnucfii juftice call Cbedorlaomer an AJfyrian % 
though he. is exprefly faid to have been an Elamite or 
Petjian : and this care in the facred penman, thus to di> 
ftinguifh the men, who, from the beginning,, made in- 
roads upon the countries on this fide the Euphrates , ex- 
prefly faying the firfl: was an Elamite , the fecond a MeJ'o- 
potamian, and exprefly calling Pul an Ajjyrian, leaves us 
no room to.imagine, that the two former were kings of 
AJJyria : but that Herodotus fhould not be quite exa£t in 
his datej will not perhaps be wondered at by thofe who 
rightly corifider what we have urged in the former part of 
this fe&ion. 

Again, Herodotus tells us °, that S emir amis, who, 
according to Diodorus Siculus p , or Cteftas rather, was 
the wife of Ninus, was but five generations before Nito- 
eris, the mother of Labynetus [Nabonadius] the lafl king 
of Babylon : as five generations, by the largefl computa- 
tion, cannot exceed 200 years 91 , fhe may have been the 
wife of fome one of the kings in. Ptolemy ' s canon, and 
perhaps of Nabonajfar himfelf. 

F or thefe reafons is Herodotus much to be relied on j ’ 
and for the fame are we much to regret the lofs of hjs 
hjftorv of AJJyria, if he ever publifhed it. He adhially 
travelled into the country, and converfed with the natives ; 

“ Jttd. c. iii. ver. 8. * Ibid, it ver. 10. * Ubi fup. 
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Which though a latt authof ' mates fllgKtdfj prefuming 
the iahabitamaf’ Might be itfiftafcerf theftffelves,ahd con- 
fecj\tcfttly lead- hint inter trt 6 rS ; yet it ftiuft be acknow- 
fegtfd tot Mate greatly in favouf of Hef addins, hhee hi; 
codld poffibly havehadnobetrer means of information, 
except he had had an opportunity of Confuting the na- 
tional records themfelve*. > 

H e is fupporied and followed by forive* of the belt 
among the antierrts. DknyfiUs Of HalicamnJJus '• takes 
notice, that the AJJytiart antiquities' are run tip Into fable j 
that, thotigh the monarchy Was antifint, it did not extend 
ova# a very gfdatpirt ef Ajia ; and that if Was hot fb po- 
tent as the empire of the Medes, Which afofe' upon its 
ruins. Appiff/t * affirms the duration of the three empires, 
the Ajfyrian, the Median, and the Per ft an, to have made 
up no more in fum than OoO yeart, which, beiiig added 
co 336 , the epoch of Alexander before Christ, will 
feihove the rife of the Ajfyrian monarchy' to the diftance 
of 1436 years before ChIust, which will exceed the 
chronology of Hcrofotus above, by no more than feven 
years ; upon which, we cannot but wonder St. Jerom ”, 
who follows Ctcftas , fhould rOuhdly aflert, that Ninas 
was the firft that ruled over all Afsa, and that all the 
Greeks , as well as the Barbarians , were of the. fame 
Ihtnd. 

Such are the fentiments of the moft judicious of the 
profane hiftorians, concerning the duration of the Ajfyrian 
monarchy $ and they feem to have the concurrence of , 
Hamer on their fide, who, in recounting tlie moft potent 
princes of the earth, at the time when Tray was beueged, 
is quite- filent as to any AJJyrian monarch, though after 
the rate Ctiftas reckons, that ten years war was waged 
within the Ajfyrian dominions. 

By what we have faid agairift the firft table of the Aj- 
fyrian kings, according to Eufebius and SyncelluS, and 
the preparatory arguments we nave been uung in behalf 
of the fecortd, according to Scripture and this hiftory, it 
mult appear to an attentive reader, that the Ajfyrian mo- 
narchy is of late date, in companion of what has been 
imagined^ even by fome of the molt learned j as alfo, 
that it is ifl Scripture that we have the' neareft view of 
the rife- Of the monarchy before US 5 the rather, as Ptole- 
my's canon reduces the Ajfyrian sera very near the bounds 

r Bedford, in his Script, chronol. p. 774 . L, f. . 

* In prsefat. p. j. “ In Hofeam, c. ii. 
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of Scnpture*hiftory. For, though Pul himfelf will not 
fall within the compafa, he will fo little exceed it, that, it 
may be offered as a very powerful argument, to oviAcc 
he was the firft cofjfiderable monarch in thefe parts : hut 
this teihg what we may have occafionto refume hereafter, 
we proceed to what we have more immediately under 
confederation. 

To fix the exaft aera of the Ajfyrian monarchy is what 
we cannot pretend to, except we do it relatively to our- 
felves in the weftern parts ; and in that cafe we muft com* 
pute from the year of Pul's firft appearance <jji this fide 
of the Euphrates f which was about the fecond year of 
Menaherrjy twenty-four years before the aera of Nabonafi 
f ar * l S 77 years after the flood, and 771 years before 
Christ. 

Taps far it is no,difljcult matter to afeertain the be- 
ginning of this empire. Its end may perhaps be. more 
nearly fixed, though that is what We cannot fettle beyond 
all poffibility of difpute. Tho texts of Scripture, which 
give us fo near a profpeft of its beginning, and relate to 
us fome of the remarkable tranfa&ioris of five of its moft 
potent princes, drop us on a fudden ; fo that we arc 
obliged to refort to the Apocrypha , and Ptolemy’s canon, 
for the fucceflbrs Of the great Efarhaddon. The book of 
fudith fo very nicely correfponds with Herodotus , in 
what he fays of the war between the declining A jjyriam % 
and die riling Medcs , that we have not been able to avoid 
.adding faith thereto 5 and feeing the reign of Nahuchado - 
nofor moft naturally coincides with that of Saofducheus , we 
have ventured to pronounce them to have been one and 
the fame king : as for Sarac , which name we borrow from 
Polybiftor*! and whom we alfo call Chyniladon and Sarda - 
napalus , from a fimilitude of his ftory and unhappy end in 
the fame hiftorian, with what is related thereof by Ctefias 9 
we muft confefe ourfclves confiderably in the dark, as we 
may note hereafter in the body of our AJfyrian hiftory* 
In the mean time it may be objected to us, that Polyhijhr 
is a follower of Ctefias , and as fuch we have confidcred 
him ; but we anfwer, with Sir Ifaac Newton r. That 
there may be fomething of truth at the bottom of tfie 
Ctejian hiftory, as there ufes to be in romances \ as that 
Nineveh was deftroyed by the Mcdes and Babylonians* 

* Apud Syncell. y Chronolog. of ant. kingdoms 
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Bat whence 'it is, that we have no fitch 1 name as Sf-‘ 
rac iti thtiNdkenbjfaran canon, wcfhsfi here forbear 
to %$iire j feeing we may have a more convenient op* 
portwrity of offering our conjeftures concerning Km, 
whin we come to the hiftory of his reign j ahtf therefcte,' 
fince nothing pofitive can be afcertained, as to this laft 
ftage of the AJfyrian monarchy, we here conclude this 
few ion. 

SECT, IV, 

2*be hiftory of Assyria, According to CteftaS of 
Cftidos, and bis followers* 

ALTHOUGII we have condemned whatever is 
here to follow as forgery and falftiootl, yet, as it has 
been lb long received for truth, by molt of the wifelt 
and moft fagacious hiftori^is and chrtmologers, and, as 
we may fay, from all antiquity admitted into the body, 
of hiftory, wc are wilder an indifpenfable obligation of 
producing it here in all its particulars, as it is with great 
folemnity, and all poffible confidence, handed down to us, 
j N inus (X), a prince of martial genius, and immenfe am- 
bition, 

(X) We will not take upon fane; and will allow with fe- 
us to fay, there never was veral, that Nimrod may tfe' ‘ 
fuch a king as Ninus, or as his Belus, and JJhur , Ninus j or 
pretended predecefTor Be/us ; let Nimrod, as others (/o) 
but, it is very likely, thefe think, be the fon of Belus 
names were forged by the (whom they will have to be 
Greek}, pr others, to account Cujh), ana Ninus the fon of 
for the bulldingqf the two great Nimrod ; but then let their 
cities, Nineveii'fiod Babel, or works and exploits be fuiuble * 
Babylon. However* thus far with the early times they lived 
we know ; he cannot have been in, not fuch as we read of in < 
Nimrod , or JJhur rather, their Diodorus Siculus (71) ; let the 
ages not at all agreeing (69); cities they build be plain, and 
and therefore it is iinpoflible without art and coft; let 
Niaus fhouid have been the them reign agreeably to the 
dr ft king.. We would do all ftate of things in the firif agei, 
we fafely could to reconcile the without pomp, without luxu - { 
fccred hiftory With the pro- ry 5 let k them Wage War, tut 

(69) Set befin, p. *50, (70) PetaVn de doffr t iemp&, 

(71) Uibhotb , biftor, /. ii, 
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bition, refolved to make a conqueft of the nations round 
about, and ere£t an empire over them : with this vievjha 
aflembled together the moil robuft of the youth in. his 
dominions, diligently trained them up to the exerciff of 
arms, inured them to hardfhip and labour, and fitted 
them for war * (Y). 

Being now in a condition to execute his ambitious 
defigns, but apprehending he might he flopped in bis 
career by the Arabians , whom alone he dreaded, as a 
bold and refolutc people, jealous and tenacious^of their 
liberty, he entered into a league with Ariaus their king $ 
whereby, if he did not obtain his immediate affiftance, 
he might, at leafl, fecure his neutrality and connU 
vance (Z). But Ari&us. joined him, and marched with 


Apud Diodor. Sicul. bibliot. hiftor. J.ii. p. 90 — 95. 


let it be in their neighbourhood, 
not in far di/lant countries ; 
with a few thoufands under 
their command, not with mil- 
lions $ with undifciplined men, 
not with regular bodies of 
trained foldiers. 

(Y) We cannot forbear 
thinking, that the whole ftory 
of Ninus is, with fome varia- 
tion, a copy of that of the 
great Egyptian Sefojlris (72); 
and the rather, as we actually 
find them confounded together 
as one and the fame perfon ; 
for 'Ttxetx.es (73) exprefiy 
calls Sefofiris king of Ajffp ia, 
and obferves he is the fame 
Diodorus Siculus calls Sefoojis 
(74) ; that he was monarch of 
the Affyrians { that he ruled 
over all lands ; and that he 
yoked khigs to his chariot. 
In fhort, he at length re- 
lates the Hory >ve have upon 


the fame occafion told of the 
Egyptian •Sefojlris (75), with- 
out the leaft variation, except 
that he calls him an AJfyrian , 

The parallel is plain ; Ante* 
nophis trains up a number of 
youth to the fatigues and ex- 
ercifes of war, to ferve under 
his fon in the conquefts foretold 
of him (76) ; Ninas does here 
the fame, and with the fame 
intent, except that thofe he 
trained were defigned to ferve 
under himfelf. 

(Z) It is made an objection 
to the Ctefan hiftory of AJfy - 
ria t that it introduces a king 
of the Arabians before the 
Arabians were a people ; our 
author (77) fuppofing them 
originally defended of Ijhmacl 
the fon of Abraham : but !this 
cannot hold good; for the coun- 
try was before planted by Jok* 
tan ( 73 ). But what is more 


(72) See voU ii. />. 47, (73) Cbil. 3, v. 83. ad calc, edit . GaU 

llcrodot, p . 676. 774 ) See rJ0 ” *'♦ P* 47 * (7:>) Ibid. & fcj. 
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him into Babylonia (A). The city of Babylon , fo famous 
£nce, was not at that time in being ; though the province 
ltfen was ftored with cities, whofe inhabitants, unfkilled 


material and unanfwerable is, 
the queftion that might be 
asked concerning thefe antient 
Arabians , How it was they 
were in Ninus 9 s days fo famed 
for war, and love of liberty ? 
How cz&fiNinus to know this ? 
We underftand by this hiftory, 
that Ninus was the firft that 
invaded the rights of his neigh- 
bours; and tyranny and fla- 
very feem by this hiftory to 
have been at thefe times un- 
known. If then thefe Arabians 
had never been invaded, tliey 
never could have diftinguifticd 
them f^lves in thefc refpe&s 
from the reft of the nations ; 
and if they had been invaded, 
it is plain, Ninas was not the 
firft warrior or conqueror. We 
read, that Sejoftris king of 
Egypt fubdued the Arabians 

(79) ; and in this particular, 
indeed, our parallel between 
him and Ninus is interrupted. 
But is Se/o/lris older in thefe 
parts than Ninus ? Our author 

(80) infinuates, that he is not. 
According to profane authors, 
they mult have been nearly of 
an age. Now, if Sefojh-is con- 
quered the Arabian r, it is no 
great fign they were invincible. 
What other conqueror there 
fhould have been in thefc parts, 
before thefe two, we perceive 
not. Jujlin (81) reckons them 
the two lirft that difturbed 
the peace of the world in Afia. 
If Afia had been free from war 
till the days of Ninus , and if he 


was the firft that affc&ed to 
rule over his neighbours, the 
Arabians muft, to all appear- 
ance, have been as ignorant in 
martial affairs as other nations. 
On the other hand, if Ninus 
was later than Se/ojlris, and if 
this laft actually fubdued the 
Arabian s, what had Ninus to 
fear from them, that he muft 
court them after this rate, and 
lay e himfelf under the obliga- 
tions he afterwards does to 
their king ? The inconne&ion 
and fof'gery is palpable. It is 
wonderful, that luch abfurdi- 
tics fhould ever have pafted 
with men for hiftory : they 
fcarce deferve the name of a 
romance, which ought to be 
the fhadow of truth and pro- 
bability at leaft. 

(A) If Ninus refided in the 
country we now call AJfyria * 
and if this mighty Arabian 
Arttcus ruled over the country 
we now call Arabia , he could 
not with more convenience 
have joined his Affyrian friend, 
than by marching through the 
kingdom of ^Babylon. Now, 
if thefe Babylonians had been 
fo feeble as here reprefented, 
our warlike Arab might have 
fubdued them in his march, 
and made a prefent of them 
and their country to Ninus, 
upon their firft greeting ; and 
the rather, becaufe it would 
not only have redounded to 
his honour, but have fayed 
time and expence aifo. 


(7?) See vel, ii* /». 59. (lo) Ditticr, Sicul, /. ii, (Si) Lib, 

bc.t. 
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in the arts of defence (B), fell an eafy prey to the afpiring 
Ninusj who impofed on them an annual tribute ; 

cai 


(B) Why the Babylonians 
ihould have been fo particular- 
ly ignorant in martial affairs 
beyond their neighbours, is 
what we can no more con- 
ceive, than why th e Arabians 
Ihould have been fo particularly 
verfed therein. If the Ara- 
bian had been what he is re- 
prefented/ it is very ftrange 
the Babylonian Ihould not have 
dreaded fo turbulent a neigh- 
bour, and provided for his own 
fafety againft him. And here 
we mull obferve, that, accord- 
ing to our author (82), and by 
what has been faid in the note 
next above, the Arabians mult 
have been famous warriors, 
before the Affyrians themfelvcs 
were acquainted with that art ; 
and if fo, it would be but na- 
tural to fuppofe, that the Baby - 
Jonians , who lay between them, 
Ihould have improved them- 
felves in the art of war before 
the Affyrians ; and that for feve- 
ral reafons, and particularly be- 
caufe it behoved them to be on 
tljeir guard againlt l'uch an 
enemy as the Arabian . But, 
as natural as this may feem, 
we are here told quite the re- 
verfc; the Babylonians knew 
nothing of the art of war, and 
they were fwept away at once. 
They, it feems, knew not the 
Arabians were fuch a people 
as we are told, and contracted 
no jealoufy from the extraordi- 
nary preparation^ and proceed- 
ings of their neighbour the 
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king of Affyria ; and fo •nei- 
ther took the field, nor walled 
their cities. How likely this 
is to have been, we leave the 
reader to judge; and fhall only 
add, that this accounf clafheS 
very remarkably With two 
very exprefs and important 
paffages of facred hiilory re- 
lating to the Babylonian king- 
dom, which reprefents this 
country to have been the firft 
after the flood where any great 
buildings, as cities, and the 
lika, were erected, and parti- 
cularly the tower of Babel 
(83) ; and»the people to have 
been a warlike and enterprifing 
nation, fo early as the days 
of Abraham , when we read 
of a king of Shinar or Baby- 
lon making excurfions upon 
the Canaanites and others in 
company with the king of 
Elam (84'. This Babylonian 
king was plainly a warrior ; 
and, according to computation, 
could not have been much, if 
at all, later than Ninus. The 
city of B a fir a was, we find by 
our author, fo llrongly walled, 
as to be in a manner impreg- 
nable. But Babylon , it feemsj 
was as yet not in being, and 
the whole province, and its 
more antient cities, were fub- 
dued at once. How this 
agree" with the Scripture, we 
leave the reader to judge ; it 
flatly contradidls it ; as may 
be more amply obferved here- 
after. 
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carried away their king, and all his children, whom he 
ifti^wards put to death (C). He then fell upon Armenia 
wit i a mighty hand, bore down all before him, and 
ftrurk fuch a terror into the hearts of all the people there, 
thattheir king Barzanes himfelf waited on him with rich 
gifts, and made fubmiflion to him $ which had this cffe&, 
that Ninus courteoufly left him in poffeflion of his king- 
dom of Armenia ; but upon this condition, that he Ihould 
be to him as a vaJTal, and ferve him in his wars, whenever 
he fhot{}d require it (D). Encouraged thus to proceed, 
he makes an attempt upon Media , and overthrows its 
king Pbarnusy though at the head of a mighty army, 
Moft of the army o? the Medes he flew : the king him- 
felf was taken prifoner, together with his wife and feven 
children, and crucified a (E). 

And 


a Apud eund. ibid. 


In the preceding note we 
have endeavoured to expofe 
the abfurdity of this pofition ; 
but though the Babylonians 
Ihould have been more ignorant 
in war than the nations around 
them/it muft have been be- 
caufe they had never known 
what war was. In this cafe, 
it muft be fuppofed their neigh- 
bours, not excepting any, muft 
have been as ignorant therein 
as themfelves. One warlike 
nation always makes another. 

(C) What this prince Ihould 
have done to provoke Ninus 
to ufe him in this cruel manner, 
may be very hard to come at ; 
but it is plain he Could give 
him no great offence ; his 
weaknefs and inactivity feem 
to have been the only crimes 
to make him obnoxious to the 
Affyrian ; and that the/e were 
the crimes he fuffered for, may 
be unnatural to fuppofe. In 
a word, it feems to have been 
the firft thing that came up- 
permoft, and to have been faid 
at a venture j perhaps for va- 
riety-fake. 
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(D) This king of Armenia > 
it is plain, at firft, made fome 
refiftance ; but, finding himfelf 
unequal to his adverfary, fab- 
mits to be his vaflal ; and, in 
confideration of this, his life 
is fpared. This looks as if he 
not only refifted at firft, but 
made terms for himfelf after- 
wards ; or we cannot pofiibly 
perceive why he Ihould be fuf- 
fered to live, any more than 
the apparently innocent and 
inoffenfive king of Babylon ; 
whofe cafe, if true, muft have 
redounded much to the difho- 
nour of this new conqueror ; 
and, if not, muftrefleft highly 
on the judgment of the relater, 
who could make his hero fo 
cruel and undiftinguifhing a 
man ; fo that here Ninus does 
not make the figure of even a 
common hero in a romance, 
who is generally propofed for a 
pattern of true juftice, and mag- 
nanimous prowefs. 

(E) If there be any cohe- 
rence in the narration thus far, 
it is in refpcCl to the refiftance 
made by thofe three nations 

that 
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And now he muft make himfelf matter of all AJta 
between the Tanais and the Nile ; and that he m®h£, 
with the more fafety, enter upon this enterprize, he lom- 
mits to an intimate friend of his in the government <m his 
new conqueft, Mediae while he marches away again" the 
other provinces of Ajia , which, in feventeen years time, 
he reduced, all but Baftrta and India. The number of 
the nations he fubdued, it feems, are no-where enume- 
rated, or the battles he fought by any one defcribed and 
reckoned \ but thus far, we are told, is known ** he made 
himfelf matter of the fea-coafts, as well as of the inland 
parts, conquering Egypt , Phcenice , Ccele-Syria , Cilicia , His c$n+ 
Pa?nphylia 9 Lycia , Caria , Phrygia , Myfia , Lydia , Troas y quejif. 
and Phrygia upon the Mellefpont , the Propontis , Bithynia % 
Cappadocia , together *with the barbarous nations from 
Pontus to the Tanais ; the CaddufianSy TapyrianSy Hyrca - 
mans, Dacians , DfrbicianSy Carmaniansy Choramncans y 
Borchaniansy and Parthianiy i!ot excepting Perfia y the 
Suftanay and what was called Cafpianay which he pene- 
trated by the palTes called the Gafpian S\ freights (F). Other 

nations 

that were fir ft attacked, upon menian and Babylonian were 
the fuppofition, that the world too weak ; the whole has the 
in thofe days, knew not what air of untruth and inconfift- 
war was. The Babylonians , ency. 

who were firft attacked, make (F) Such was the extent of 
no refiftance at all : the Arm e- this youthful monarchy, ac- 
nians, whole turn was next, cording to our author. All 
make fome faint Ihew of re- thefe conquefts were made, 
fiftance ; and now the Medes y with uninterrupted fuccefs, by 
who come third in turn, re Ninas ; and thefe numerous 
fift indeed. For here we find nations, and other?, were ever 
they had regular armies in the after confidered as parts of the 
field to cope with Ninus ; and Ajfyrian monarchy, till its dif- 
a moft bloody battle is fought, folution ; a fallhood which may 
Pharnuiy according to this, be proved by what we know 
muft have made a very extra- of the hiftory of every one of 
ordinary progrefs in the art of thefe nations ; who, if they 
war, and > muft have been a were in very early days conquer- 
furious enemy $ and might ed by any antient Ajfyrian king, 
have been a rebellious valfal, Ninus , or any other, their fub- 
and a turbulent neighbour, if jeftion can have been but for 
he had been permitted to live i the time, We know, by the 
and fo he is put to death, hiftory of the feveral nations 
with all his family. But this that precede in diis work, that 
Mede feems to have been as they were free from an Ajfyrian 
much too ftrong, as the 4r- yoke, from the firft times wo 

T 3 know 
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hations of lefs account he now fubdued, but found it im- 
pfradlicable to make any notable impreffion on the BaSin-* 
<m,lwho were fecured by the difficulty of their pafles* 
pnd the numbers of their hardy warriors (G) ; and there- 
1 fore 


know of, down to the days of 
Pul ; an interval of many ages, 
during which no AJJyrian mo- 
narchy exited on this fide the' 
Euphrates . So that if $ny 
fuch there had been, and if its 
duration was fuch as Ctcfias 
and his followers report, it 
mull, according to the Hebrew 
computation, or the Samaritan , 
have taken rife many ages be- 
fore the deluge, and have end- 
ed about the time thefe na- 
tions, and particularly all on 
this fide the Euphrates , began 
to have any being that we 
know of: for, from the days 
pf Abraham down to Pul, there 
is no veftige of an AJfyrian 
power extended over the weit- 
ern parts of Afia. This is 
plain, and is enough to prove 
this monarchy took birth in 
the per fon of Pul, the firll 
AJfyrian king, according to 
Scripture; after him, thele na- 
tions, or many of them, and 
paiticulaiiy thofe on this fide 
the Euphrates , did con felled ly 
pay obedience to the AJfyrian 
throne ; which before that time 
they certainly never did, at 
lealt for any continuance ; fo 
that there could have been no- 
thing of this pretended AJfyrian 
monarchy from Abraham to 
Pul, which is an interval of 
about 1 225 years, which, be- 
ing added to the years of the 
inlpryal between Abraham and 


the flood, will remove the rife 
of this monarchy fo near to 
us, in comparifon of what pro- 
fane authors tell us, that we 
may reckon it to have been of 
late origin. 

(G) How thefe B a Brians 
camp to be fuch very hardy 
warr jors, feems unaccountable i 
they could never have had the 
experience of a fingle campaign 
before they had to do with the 
ambitious Ninus. The fame 
arguments may be brought to 
prove, that Ninus could not 
poflibly know what foldiers 
they were, as we have, a few 
notes above, offered to demon- 
finite, he could know nothing 
particular of the martial capa- 
city of the Arabians ; for if 
we fuppofe, with our author, 
and Trogus (86), that Ninus 
was the firft real warrior, we 
cannot allow there can have 
been any nation famous for 
arms till after his conquefls ; 
and though fome nations, du- 
ring his progrefs, may have 
put themfelves in a poflure of 
defence, and gathered together 
in the natnre of an army, Ni- 
nus could know nothing parti, 
cular of them till he had tried 
them ; and could have nothing 
to apprehend from them, ex- 
cept he judged by their flature 
and flrength of body ; which 
may, it is moft likely, have 
been the fame in all thefe 


JS6) Juftin. l i. (, 1. 


neigk 
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fore he defers his war with them, till he Cbould be bettcf 
allured of making his attempt with fuccefs b . • • 

Leading his army back again into his own cotfctry Return* 
[Syria 9 as it is called] (H), he determined to raife mi m-into his 
felf as great a name for his magnificence at home. Is h town com - 
hoped he Ihould enjoy for his warlike exploits abroad 5 try . 
and, with this defign, marked out a fpot of ground where- 
on to ereft a city, which, for extent and ftatejinefs, 
ihould not only far furpafs all that had ever before been 
in the world, but alfo be fuch as Ihould, with the greateft 
difficulty, be equalled by any other prince in ages to 
come (I). Having difmiflcd the Arabian king, who had Difmiffes 
followed him in his wars, with high honours, and noble the king <f 
gifts (K), and having # got a multitude of hands about Arabia, 
him, and amafled a tre^fure proportionable to his under- 
taking, he laid the foundations of his intended city, which 
rofetothatftupendous degree of grandeur, as was never after 
beheld inany city whatfoever. This city, which he honoured Nineveh 
with his name, Nimis [ Nineveh ], he gave for a pofleffion built, and 
to the moft eminent of the Ajjyrians\ L), with liberty, dejtribcd. 
at the fame time, for thofe of any other nation to fettle 
there, adding to it a large territory 

This work being difpatched, in what fpace of time Nimis a - 
we are not told, Ninus takes the field i-gain to {uh&uzgainmakef 
the Baflrians, whom he had left unconquered ; and, tU3a r with 
though in this expedition fuccefs and triumph crowned ^sBadtri- 
his endeavours, it is for nothing more lemarkable, that| ana * 


b Apud eund. ibid, c Ibid. 


neighbouring nations. In Ihort, 
confidering the’ advantage he 
had of numbers and experience, 
as alfo the torrent of his victo- 
ries, it were ridiculous to fup- 
pofe he could dread any one of 
thefe nations more than an- 
other. 

(H) We have already ob- 
ferved, that Syria and Aft 
fyria are promifcuoufly ufed 
for each other, and that this 
is the caufe of much confufion 
in geography. 


(I) This is Sefofris exactly ; 
thus he, returning from the 
conqucft of Afia , applied his . 
mind to fuch fiupendous works , 
as might immortalize his natnr % 
and everlajlingly contribute to 
the public good ; 89), 

(K) Thus alfo did Sefifiris 
to his army (90). 

(L) This again is alrooft 
the very (lory of Sefoftris , wha 
fettled certain portions, by lot % 
of themojl fertile land Egypt* 
on his whole army ( 91 ). 


(90 ) Ibid, (91) Set *<$/. ii. p, 6©* 

T 4 fQI 


(89) See vol % ii. y, 64. 
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Semira- for his Carriage with Semiramis ; which leads us to fay 
mis, fc/mfthing of the obfcurity of her birth, and the fubli- 
her birth, tn itjiof her elevation. Her birth and extra&ion were, 
to bajfure, more than merely mortal ; for fhe fpraijg from 
a goddefs, Derceto by name, who had a temple erected 
to her near a fifty lake, not far from Afcalon in Syria (M), 
and was reprefen ted as half a woman, and half a fifh (N), 
upon the following remarkable occafion : this goddefs is 
faid to have laboured under the difpleafure of Venus , who, 
to punifh'fter, caufed her to fall impatiently in love with 
a youth, who, among others, happened to be offering 
facrifice to her ; and, unfortunately conceiving by him, 
fhe Was delivered of a daughter ; but, aftamed of her guilt, 
and defirous to conceal it, fhe murdered the youth, and 
expofed the infant among the rock* of a defert, and, over- 
whelmed with grief and dishonour, threw heifelf headlong 
into the lake, and became a fifh fO). The unhappy 
infant was miraculoufly ftflained and nourished by a flock 
of doves or pigeons (P), which kept her warm with their 

wings. 


(M) As much as this city 
was in Syria , it was a city of 
the Proper Palejiine , and be- 
longing to the Pbilijlines (95) : 
fo, by this account. Semi - 
ramis was a Pbtliftine by birth, 
and confequently could have 
no manner of relation to the 
king of Affyria , either as his 
fubjeft or his vaffal, till after 
the conqueft of that country 
by the fucceffors of Pul many 
ages after this pretended time. 

(N) Hence (he is taken to 
lave been the fame with the 
Pbilijline Dagon , who is com- 
monly fuppofed to have been 
pi&ured in fome fuch manner ; 
but this we have endeavoured 
to confute (p6). Befides, Da - 
gon was not the peculiar god 
of Afcalon , but of AJkdod or 
Azotus (97) ; and therefore very 


unlikely to have been the Der- 
ceto of Afcalon . 

( O ) Hence, perhaps, the 
worlhip of fifties at Hierapolis 
in Syria (98), where near the 
temple of the great Syrian 
goddefs was a lake for preferv- 
ing them, which we have at 
length deferibed (99). But, 
whether Afcalon or Hierapolis 
was the original feat of this 
fable, or any other place, is 
quite uncertain. 

(P) Hence it fhould be, that 
Afcalon was fo remarkable for 
flocks of pigeons (100), not 
only in the roads and fields, but 
about every houfe; which the 
people here religiouily abftained 
From, on account of an old tra- 
dition concerning the unlawful- 
nefsof the contrary (1). 

There are thole who are 


(95) P/cl, /. v. & Strabo, l xvi. p. 522. (96) Vol. ii.p. 221, 222. 

(9T) Ibid* (98} ibid, (99) Ibid, p. 286. (loo) Ibid. p. 290. 
(i) Philo , aptid Bufeb, prtepar, evangelic. /. viii, />. 398, 
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wings, and fed her with milk from the neighbouring cot- 
tages 5 when* at a year old, the child required a j* 
fubftantial food, they were obferved to convey chelfe to 
her. The neighbouring fliepherds having thus differed 
her, they took her home with them, and fent to the 
chief of the king’s fhepherds, Shnma by name (QJ* who* 


ready to believe Semtramis may 
have borrowed her name, as 
Diodorus infinuates (2), from 
a word in the Syrian tongue, 
fignifying a dove (3) i but 
others (4), finding no # fuch 
word in that language, rejeft 
the notion as groundlefs." And 
thefe are molt likely to be 
right, whatever may Ire offered 
to the contrary, upon a fuppo- 
fition, that the word may, in 
length of time, have been ob- 
literated (5). From all this, 
and more, it is afferted, that 
the enfign armorial of AJfyria 
was a dove (6) ; and it has 
been ventured to blazon the 
AJfyrian fhield in thefe terms ; 
Hhe field Sol, a dove volant 
proper (7). So that S emir a- 
mis is reckoned (8) to have 
been the origin of coats and 
crefts. Hence it is fuppofed 
(8 1 , that in the Vulgate we 
read (9), Quia fatta eft terra 
eorum in defiolationcm a facie 
irre columbte ; where, in our 
tranflation, inftead of the anger 
of the dove , we read, the fierce - 
nefisof the opprejfor ; and, in the 
Septuagint , d * rj r TP 0 <rci) 7 r'<s r us 
the face of the 
fiword } which, in a very an- 
tient Saxon tranflation in the 


being 

library of Cbrtft-Cbureb in Ox- 
ford (to), was thu/taken, The 
face of the fiword of the culver . 
That the dove was a peculiar 
diftin&ion of AJfyria, may be 
collected from Hofea ' s (11) 
dove out of the land of AiTyria. 
In fine, it is by Cornelius a La - 
pide, and others who follow 
the interpretation of St fiferotn, 
related, that God calls Nebu- 
chadnezzar a dove (ia\ What- 
ever there may have been in all 
this, others have thought the 
Syrian dove was hieroglyph ical 
only (13), and expreflive of the 
lafeivious nature of this queen ; 
and this may appear by the 
fhamelefs figure of her, in the 
temple of the great Syrian god- 
dels at Hierapolis , with a dove 
on its head (14); all this is ex- 
tremely dark. 

(Q) The name of this man, 
Simma , has made fome mi flake 
him for Sem or Shem ; and fo, 
according to them, Semiramh 
mult be the daughter of that 
fon of Noah (15). This is 
giving her antiquity enough, 
and allowing her to have 
been born before any- body 
who is, by the various au- 
thors, fuppofed to have laid the 
foundations, either of the king- 


(2) Biblictb. hi ft. /. ii. (3) Gregor . in p ft hum. p. 235. {4) Jofepb. 

Scalig. in not, adj'regm . P. 43. (5) rid. Gregor, ubi fup . (6) Vid. 

tund. ibid. (7} Ibid. (8) Ibid. p . 2 36. (8 ) Ibid. 

( 9 ) Jertm, xxv. 38. (10) Vid. Gregor, ubi fup , (11) Chap* 

xi. 2. (12) Vid, Gregor, ubi fup. (13) Pter. opud eund. 

\i$) VqU ii, p. 285, (15) Vid. Gregor, pofth.p. 235. 

dom 
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bejne cbildlefs, adopted her, and called her Semtramu , 
borrowed from a word in the Syriac tongue, lignifying 
doveJor pigeons (R), which the Syrians ever afterwards 
adore| as divinities d . 

Is marri- She grew up, and, as flie far exceeded all of her fex 
ed 9 and for wit and beauty, no wonder {he captivated the heart 
carried tooi one Menon , who was fcnt to furvey the king’s cattle, 
Nineveh, though at the fame time no lefs than chief of his matter’s 
council, and governor of all Syria. Menon had fight of 
the divine 'Semiramis at Simma’s houfe; and, not without 
great difficulty, obtaining her confent, conduced her to 
Nineveh , where he married her, and had two fons by 
her, Hypates and Hydafpes (S). In fhort, {he governed 
her hufband, who did nothing but by her advice, and 
with her participation, and grew into great fame for wif- 
dom c . 

Having faid thus much, by way^ of introduction to 
what is to follow, we mutt leave her for a while, to follow 
Ninus in his Battrian war. Senfible he had a talk of the 
greateft difficulty to furmount, he made choice of the 
ableft and ftoutett men in all his dominions ; and, refolving 
not to mifearry this time, as he either did or thought he 
Ninus’j {hould before, he muttered together 1,700,000 foot, above 
extraordi- 210,000 horfe, and no lefs than 10,600 fithed chariots. 
nary pre- Our author tells us, thefe numbers may feem incredible ; 
par attorn but that we {hall think them nothing, if we do but con- 
for the fider a little the vaft extent of JJta ; and efpecially if we, 
conquejt of at the fame time, call to mind the 800,000 men Darius 
/Z* Ba&ri-] C( ] againft the Scythians , and the numberlefs army that 
followed Xerxes into Greece ; things of late tranfaflion, 

. ■ y and what every body in his time, in a manner, knew f . 

vtcre 1 e . Having by this, and other arguments and examples 
of the fame kind, endeavoured to get the better of the 

d Apud eund. ibid. e Ibid. f Ibid. 

dom of AJfyria > or of that of the limits of th tJJfyrian em* 
Babylon. pi re. 

(R) This was particularly (S) Thefe are the Greek 
the pra&iceat Afcalon , as may names, void of all affinity with 
be gathered from what we any names, either Affyrian or 
have cited, a note or two Babylonian . Hydafpes y/ as, 
above ; though it is certain to according to the LXX. the 
have been a cuJlom, more or name of a river not far from the 
lefs, with all the people within Tigris and Euphrates (16). 


(c6) Vid. 0 1 t:I, the four, gcov-apb, ad vgeem , 


incredi* 
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incredibility that might ftart up to the difadvantage c| this 
part of his hiftory* he proceeds to tell us, that Jminits, 
as he advanced towards the ftreights and paffes into Bahria , 
was obliged to divide his army into two or three colifnns ; 
and that fo he made his way into the enemies country 

But, before we proceed, wemuft, by the way, takeBa&ria « 
notice, that Baftria was, in thofe days, adorned with populous 
many large and noble cities; that the capital was called and well 
by the name of Baftra ; that one Oxyartes \^a$ at this \firtified 
time king there ; that he called in all his fubje&s that were ^ ountr y* 
able to bear arms ; and that, in confcquence of this, he 
gathered together an army of 400,000 men. With thefc 
he marched towards the paffes which gave admiffion into 
his country, and quietly fuffered Ninus to enter with 
part of his army ; butj perceiving their numbers to fwell. 
confiderably, he fell on them in the plain, routed them, 
forced the JJfyrians mto the mountains, and killed 100,000 
of them. Thus was Ninus repulfcd by the Baftrians ; 
but he had his turn of conqueft, overpowered the Baftrian 
yvith numbers, and broke and difperfed his army, which 
ran to the cities to defend them againft the invader. Ninus 
with eafe enough reduced all the cities and ftrong-holds, 
but the h city and fortrefs of Baftra itfelf, which held 
out a long and tedious fiege (T). 

During this fiege, Semiramis's fond hufband, then Semira-' 
attending the king, was taken with an impatient defireims^w 
to fee his wife ; and, fending for her, (he, as defirous to^ camp 
difplay the fuperiority of her underftanding, and other ex-^ r * 
cdlencies, as her hufband was of her company, fet out^ ra * 
for the camp, in a habit fo prudently contrived, as at once to 
preferve her beauty, and conceal her fex, and at the fame 
time to be fit for agility and adtion ; a mode of dr ell 

& Apud eund. ibid. h Ibid. 

(T) This, according to our impregnable by art. All this 
author, mull have been the hrfl is purely {aid co exalt the va- 
warfare thefe Baftrians were lour and might of Ninus ; tbo\ 
engaged in; and yet, by this if it had been alked, how in 
llory, one would think they had nature it could be poifible for 
k ccn old and experienced in the Baftrians to be 10 extreme- 
all the branches of that profef- ly well prepared to witbitand 
fion. Here you have a vaft the enemy, it had been a que- 
army of well-difciplined troop*, ftion Ctfjias could never have 
a wife and prudent king at the anfwered with any propriety or 
bead of them, a country well confiflency. 
defended by nature, and a city 


which 
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which fo took with the fancy, that the Medes are faid to 
have Iflumed it when they came to empire, and the Per * 
fans llfo *. 

* She no fooner arrived before Baftra^ than (he made 
remarks on their manner of conducing the fiege ; and 
particularly took notice, that they amufed themfelves 
with aflaulting the weakeft places, and never fo much as 
thought of making an effort upon the citadel, and other 
parts of more ftrength ; and that for this reafon the be- 
iieged negfe&ed them, to defend the places more defencc- 
lefe. Obferving this, fhe took with her fome, who had 
a particular dexterity at climbing up rocks, and with thefe 
She is the fhe got pofTeflion of part of the citadel, and immedi- 
caufe the ately made fignal to the Ajfyrians to give the affault in that 
city is /^-quarter : the city, being thus thrown into the greateft con- 
ten. fufion, was immediately reduced k (U). 

Ninus/r/ Ninus, aftonilhed at this aftion, at fiift rewarded her 
j mitten as fhe deferved, and prefently fell a Have to her irrefiftible 

•with her ; beauty, endeavouring by all means to perfuade her hufband 
to furrender her up to him, and particularly tempting him 

1 Apud eund. ibid. l( Ibid. 


(U) Whoever refletts on the 
hiftory of this woman hitherto, 
mull at once conclude the wri- 
ter of it to have been no bet- 
ter than an arrant romance- 
writer, and an aukward one 
too. Her extraordinary birth, 
her miraculous prefervation by 
doves, and now her behaviour 
at this fxege, are all circumftan- 
ces completely and feif-evident- 
ly romantic. But the ftory 
had been imperfett without a 
woman. Thus, in the tale of 
Sefofiris, his daughter Athyrte 
is the advifer of his conquers, 
and a Bures him fuccef6 would 
attend hiny in his wars (17); 
and has, aSit were, the honour 
of all his conquefts. So is it 
now with Semiramis ; fhe here, 
by her fagacity and intrepidi- 


ty, performs what, without 
her, perhaps had never been 
brought to pafs. Where is the 
difference between Athyrte and 
Semiramis ? The one advifes, 
the other executes. They look 
very much like the fame perfon 
in different employments ; nor 
mull we wonder that Tzetzes 
talks, after this, of an AJfyrian 
Sefofiris ( 1 8), or if any other 
fhould write of an Egyptian 
Ninus . We would now add, 
that the Ba&rian king, who 
is here called Oxyartes, is by o- 
thers( 1 9) called r Loroa fires) con- 
cerning whom, or the name at 
leaft, we (hall have fo much to 
fay in a more proper place, 
that we (hall not here antici- 
pate any thing concerning him. 


( 17) ii. p. 59. 
L i. <. 1. 


(1$) Ibid, in the rote:, 


(19} 

with 
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with the promife of giving him his daughter Sofand in 
marriage ; but, this making no impreffion on him, Alimt* 
changed his note, and threatened to pull out hts pyes* 
which threw poor Menon into fuch a fit of rage aid de- 
fpair, that he immediately difpatched himfelf. TIto was 
it that Ninus became pofleifed of the incomparable Semira- 
mis (V), who was now advanced to the imperial dignity h marries 

Ninus, now lord of Battra* returned with immenfe b*r » 
fpoil, particularly of gold and filver ; and fome time after- 
wards had a fon by S emir ami s, called Ninyas , .whom, gthas a /on 
his death, he committed to the care of his wife, appoint- h her. 
ing her regent of the empire (W). She depofited her 

hufband 

1 Apud eund. ibid. 

(V) Sealiger (20) wiH have underftand, that, as great as we 

it, that Semi rami s was married are taught fhe muft have beeit 
to Aflmr the fon of Sbem ; which in the eyes of the people, (he 
is much the fame as making was afraid they fhould know 
her the daughter of Shew, as who ruled them, though in 
we have obferved fome would right of the minor her fon : 
have her to have been, a note that, to conceal this, lhe 
or two above. His reafon for cloathed herfelf fo as not to be 
it is (21), becaufe the name of known from her fon, with a 
her fon Ninyas better agrees long robe on her body, and a 
with the Hebrew way of wri- tiara on her head ; that, to co- 
ting the name of the city of ver the deceit, fhe commanded 
Nineveh, than that of her pre- the people to drefs after thefame 
tended hufband Ninus ; a name fafhion ; and that thenceforward 
he will have to have been im- they retained the habit. This ac- 
pofed by the Greeks upon the count of the drefs which fhe is. 
patriarch Afljur, the grandfon faid by Diodorus (25) to have 
of Noah (22). According to brought into fafhion, is much 
this notion, Sbem himfelf rad more likely to be true, than what 
have been the vulgar Belus, the the fame author (26) relates 
fuppofed father of Ninus, and concerning the habit ; that fhe 
not Nimrod, who was three ge~ aflumed it to preferve her beau- 
nerations later, and defeended ty, and to qualify her for ac- 
from Ham . The abfurdity of tion, which requires a fuccin& 
all this, though our author dreft, rather than that which 
pleafes himfelf in it (23), we may be feen to have been the 
have demonftrated already by mode of thefe parts afterwards 
feveral arguments. in Babylon and Perfepolts ; for 

(W) Thus was it then that the former of which, we, for 
fhe became queen of AJfyria ; the prefent, refer the reader to 
but by another author (24) we Herodotus (27) ; for the latter, 

(20) Net. in fragm. ad calc . emend, temp. p. 43. (’s.'s) Ibid. 

(z'l) Ibid. (zjJ Ibid. (24) Jujl. I . i. c. 2. (2;; JSibl/otb. 

bijior. I, ii. 67. (26) Ibid, (2/) Lib, c 19 

to 
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hufband in the palace, and raifed over him a mount of 
eafthjpf wonderful dimenfions, no lefs than nine ftadcs 
in hetht, and ten in breadth (X), confpicuous over all 
* the pLin, where the city of Nineveh flood, which it 

long Arvived, remaining a ftupendous monument many 
ages after the fubverfion of the empire m . 

Semira- S/.miramis, as may be gathered from what has been 
mis’* r ha* faid before, was a woman of an afpiring mind, and immenfe 
ratter } ambition, and now thought of nothing lefs than eclipfing 
her hufband’s glory (Y) j to which end fhe determined to 

ereft 


** A pud eund. ibid. 


to the fculptures of the ruins of great Ninus , that fhe obtained 
Perfepolis, of hirp to let her fit on the 

The flory of her pretending throng and command, for one 
to pafs with the people for her day j and that, perceiving all her 
fon Ninyas, is exploded by Sir orders to be molt exadly exe- 
Walter Ralegh (28) ; fincq, cuted, fht at lull ordered her 
according to the hillorian, Ni- guards to feize on Ninus him- 
nyas mult have been but a child felf, bind him, and put him to 
when his father Ninus died, and death ; and that thus it was fhe 
nothing near to the ftature of became queen of Afia (30). 
his mother ; who, being fup- This fame fiory, with fome va- 
pofed to have been a comely riation, is alfo told by others, 
perfonage, could never, by any If the former part of this be 
arts of concealment, have pafT- true, fhe had fomc reafon to be 
ed for a child. aftiamcd of her extradion ; and, 

(X) Or a mile and a quarter, if the latter, it was but policy 
allowing eight Hades or furlongs in her to endeavour to outdo 
to the mile. And by the fame her fond prececefTor ; who, ac- 
rule it mult have been a mile cording to this, mult have been 
and half a quarter in height. fucha Ninus deferibed by Phce- 

(Y) Collin luppofes Hie want- nix Colophonius (31), who is 
ed to cover the meannefi of reprefen ted exadly as another 
her extradion, by the great- Sardanapalus , and may, it is 
uefs of her deeds and enter- likely, have been meant for 
prifes (29). But his hillorian the fame ; for we cannot con- 
warrants him in nothing of the ceive how fo very effeminate a 
fort, that we can perceive. An- charader can fuit with the 
other writer tells us, that fhe great Ninus the conqueror, 
was a Syrian by birth, a fer- A mean and fcandalous prince 
vant-maid to otieof the king’s fhe might have outdone, and 
for vanes and the king’s concu- kept her ground after fhe had 
bine ; and that at length Ihe dellroyed him ; but, for fuch a 
got fuch an afccndant over the prince as Ninus is on all fidos 


( 2 $) Hlfi. ef the worttj r. 12 . §. 2. ( 29 ) RoIIin, b.ft, da Atfyr. 

few. li. p. 26. B (30) Plutarch, E p* 75 * (31 J Apud Atbwe„ 

tttp'mpph. U xu. p. ^39. 


allow'd 
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erecft a city in the province of Babylon ; making incr t-refofoesto 
dible preparation for the work, and aflembling together build Hz* 
two millions of men to affift therein. This city, rs (hebylon, 
contrived it, was divided by the Euphrates , and fhe^ fur- 
rounded it with a wall of 360 ftades in circuit (Z), of 
fuch thicknefs, that fix chariots might drive a-breaft there- 
on, and of height beyond imagination, no lefs than fifty 
orgyas, or fathoms, and adorned with 250 turrets, in 
due and proper proportion thereto, the whole a folid body 
of brick cemented together with bitumen 5 an4 between 
this wall and the houfes was left a fpace of two plethra, 
or 200 feet n . g* 

That this enormous city might be creftcd with the The mcm* 
difpatch her impatience required, (he allotted a fpot of a nerjbecou* 
furlong, to as many of (her truftieft friends as the greatnefs tr 'w*d ta 
of the furface requirefl ; aligning to each every thing have the 
that was neceffary for the undertaking \ by which means, C /*J 
though file allowed* no more than die fhort fpace of 
year for the completion of the whole, her commands tvnt ' 
were punctually obeyed. She highly approved of the 
work, and, to join the divided parts of the city, the 
ordered a bridge, which was as ftrongly built, as artfully 
contrived, and as beautifully adorned, as any that fince 
then has ever appeared in the world. The ftones of it 
were firmly clamped together with iron, and the paflage 
over was on a floor of cedar, and cyprefs, and palm- 
trees ; but the breadth of it, feemingly too fmall for the 
length, which was five ftades, amounted to no more 
than thirty feet. On each fide of the river fhe raifed 
a wharf, or key, of the breadth of the walls, and an 
hundred ftades in length > and at each end of the bridge 
fee erefled two palaces, whence fhe might reciprocal- 
ly furvey and awe both parts of the city. The Eu- 
phrates paffing through the midft of Babylon , from north 
to fouth, thefe two palaces flood, the one to the eaft, the 
other to the weft ; both of them fumptuous and magnificent 
to the utmoft. The weftern was furrounded by a lofty 

n Apud eund. ibid. 

allowed to have been, we can- city, we here confine ourfelves 
not apprehend it could have to what Cttfias relates of ir, 
been in her power, either to regardlefs whether true or 
have pacified her new fubjefts, faHe ; which we referve for a 
or to have jeclipfed him. particular inquiry, in the hi- 

(Z) As we (hall have occa- ilory of the Babylonian king- 
fion hereafter to deforibe this donu 

« wall 
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wall of brick, full fixty ftades in circuitg^within Which 
Wa& sf fecond, wrought and adorned with figures, as it 
were from the very life, fo curioufly were they formed,' 
and fcl naturally coloured. This magnificent wall was 40 
ftades 1 in circumference, 300 bricks thick, 50 fathom 
high, and thereon were raifed towers- of 70 of the famer 
meafure in height. Within this there was a third wall, 
or inclofure, far furpaffing the fecond in height and 
breadth ; on which, and its towers, were reprcfeilted all 
manner of living creatures, as before ; and mofe efpe- 
dally a great hunting of all kinds of wild beafts, each four 
cubits in hei^hfl^nd upwards ; in the midft of which 
appeared SmirMus herfelf, mounted on a fteed, darting 
through a leopard, and her hulbajjid Ninus near, in clofe 
combat with a lion, whom he pierced with his lance ; 
this Wall was 30 ftades about. To this palace fhe had 
three gates, under which were rooms of brafs, for the 
celebration of feftivals, which were opened by a mecha- 
nical contrivance Q. 

This palace far exceeded that on the other fide of the 
river, both for dimenfion and magnificence ; for the out- 
ermoft wall of this was no more in circumference than the 
innermoft Wall of the former; and, for decoration, the 
whole was much inferior to what we have defcribed. So 
our author tells us, though with fome feeming incon- 
fiftency, when in the fame breath he informs us, that 
beftdes the brazen ftatues of Ninus , Semiramis , their great 
officers, and Jupiter , whom the Babylonians called Belus 9 
there were not only whole armies drawn up in battalia, 
but likewife the reprefentation of various kinds of hunt- 
ing, to the great delight and fatisfacftion of the beholder p. 

7 be lake All this being completed, Se?niramis funk a vaft lake ; 

Jhe dug . each fide whereof was 300 Jladia in length, the whole 
lined with brick ftrongly cemented with bitumen, and 
no lefs than 35 feet in depth. This lake was funk on 
purpofe to receive the waters of the Euphrates , which fhe 
diverted, while fhe erefted a covered pafTage, or vault, 
acrofs the bottom of the river, whereby to have commu- 
nication between her two oppofite palaces. This vault 
was 20 bricks thick, 12 feet high, and 15 broad ; a work 
ftnifhed within- the fpace of 260 days, when the river was 
again reftored to its antient courfe and liberty. At' the 
ends of this vault fhe had brazen gates, which continued, 
fay they, to the time of the Per fan conqueft < 1. 

• Apud eutid. ibid. p Ibid. * End. 
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In the midftafrthe <ity, though ©nwhicb fide k notTenple of 
ft id, foe built a temple to Jupiter Bti*s> cboctrmn^Sehis. 
vs^hich our author has nbthiiig^articiilar Wfclate f except * 
that it mtift have been of a furprifing height ( A) t that, like . 
the rpft: of the city* it was built of brick and bitumen ; 
and thati on. the top of it, Smiramh placed three ftatues 
of beaten gold, viz* of Jupiter* Juno, arid Rhea, The 
ftatue of Jupiter was upright, and, as it were, Walk- 
ing $ forty feet high* and weighing 1000 talents of Ba- 
ts Ion ; the flitue ofRbea was of the fame Weight, and- 
fat on a golden throne, With a lion ftanding at each knee, 
and near them two very great ferpents of filver, weighing 
30 talents apiece : the ftatue of Juno was ereft, and 
weighed 800 talents ; foe, with her right-hand, grafped 
a fcjpent by the headland, in her left, held a feeptre- 
cnriched with gems. Thefe deities had a table, or altar,* 
common to the three, made of beaten gold, 40 feet in 
length, 15 in breadfh, and' weighing 500 talents. On 
this table flood two flagons, dr goblets, of 30 tale^ti^ 
weight, and near them two cenfers, but theft weiglpil* , 

500 talents each ; as alfo three drinking- bowls, or vafeV 
of which that dedicated to Jupiter weighed 1200 talents 
of Babylon, the other two 600 f (B). 

All this, and a great deal more, is aferibed to Sernt^ Builds fi- 
lms. Babylon was not the only city foe raifed ; foe built ,w«/ d- 
fcveral others on the banks of the Tigris , arid t he E uphrates,****- 
for the fake of commerce and communication with the 
remote parts of her empire, and to exalt the majefty- of 
the great capital ; which foe farther diftingui&ed by a 
moft extraordinary obclifk, hewn out of the mountains tier obe- 
of Armenia , 125 feet high, five broad, and five deep Aijk. 

This (he Removed from its native place, by multitudes of 
oxen and affes 5 and thence {flipping it oh, the river; con- 
veyed it to Babylon , and eredted it in a ‘remarkable part 

i 

* Apudeund. ibid. 

(A) We have, as well as we back to what we have formed/ 
have been able, determined the faid about it (34). 
height of this tower, which (B) PlinyX( 35) takes notice 
was raifed looga&er thefe pro* of S mi ramies bowl or goblet, 
tended rimes by NebuebaJnez- which weighed no lets than 
zar s and usuit refer the reader fifteen talents. 

(? 4>1 ^ 33», & S*tt* f35) Bifl* nat, U xxxiv. e. 3. p. 5? 4, 

edit. Front, 
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of the neighbourhood of this city ^ an$ it is by our au* 
t thor reckoned one o t the feven wonders of the world 8 . 
Wars upon ^HF.n Se?nira?nis had done all this, (he huts herfeif at 

f the Medes. the head of a vaft army, marches into Media> and there 
encamps near a mountain called Bagijlan , where foemade 
a plea fan t garden* of i2ftadesin circumference: it was 
in an open champain country, and plentifully fupplied with 
water from a neighbouring fpring. This mountain was dedi- 
cated to Jupiter , or Belus , and 17 ftades from top to bot- 
tom, which (he is faid to have 44 afeended from the plain 
44 to the top, on the packs and loads carried by the beafls 
. 44 of burden that followed her.” At 1 the bottom of this 
rock flie caufed a ftatue of herfeif to be hewn out, as at- 
tended by 100 of her choiceft guards 
. From hence fhe marched till flie came to Chaon , a city 
of the Medes ; and there encamping on an eminence, *flio 
took notice of a very lofty rock, on the top of which alfo 
(he formed a very fine garden, and erefted (lately edifices, 
whence fhe might command a view of the beauties of the. 
(pot, the wide extenfion of the place, and the whole 
camp of her army. Here fhe is faid to have wafted much 
of her time, and to have given herfeif up to wanton dal- 
liances and amours (C) ; for, jealous of h$r power, and 
high command, fhe would take no partner to her bed, but 
chofe rather to admit the comelieft men of her army to 
her embraces ; which were fat. 1 to all that enjoyed them, 
for all fuch fhe immediately doomed to death u (D), 

Moving from this place, flic advanced towards Ecba- 
tan , and in her way levelled the mountain Z arcaum^ 
which was many ftades in extent ; and, for its frequent 
precipices, im pa (Table but by much labour. This fhe did 
to add to the glory of her name, and to facilitate the paf- 
fage to all who fhould have occafion to travel that way (E). 
She did it with infinite labour and expence, and hence the 
work came to be called Semiramis’s Road or Wav;. 
When fhe came to Ecbatan , (he there built a mod mag- 
nificent palace, and did more than fhe had any-where 

Apud eund. ibid. Ibid. Ibid. 

(C) Authors are divided in Ninus, and putting him cruelly 
their opinions of her chaftity, and ungratefully to death. 

ms may be remarked here- (E) Plutarch , as we (hall 
after. ^ ebferve a little farther, com- 

(D) This is of a piece with pares her with Sefoftris for ti- 
the dory, five notes above, of lour and magnificence. 

her circumventing her hujband 
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elfe done. Thsy:ity, till then, had laboured under want 
of water ; a defefl: which fhe amply fupplied witji ber 
ufual toil and expence *. 

From* Media fhe continued her progrefs through Per - 
fita, and the reft of her Afiatic provinces, leveling both 
rocks and mountains before ber ; and, on the contrary* 
in plain and champain tracks* railing hills to vary and 
adorn them, and at the fame time to ferve for monuments 
to her captains and chief commanders. In fome places 
Ihe built towns and cities, and was conftantly ufed to 
mfc an eminence, thereon to ere&her own pavilion, that 
fo Ihe might have a profped of her whole army. Many 
of thefe things are faid to have remained a long time aftet 
her in Afia , *nd to have been commonly called Se mira-* 

Mis’s WORKS x . I 

Having thus vifitea her dominions in Afita, Ihe next 
went to Egypt, furveyed that kingdom, and added the 
greateft part of Libya to her other acquisitions* She then 
paid a vilit to the temple of Jupiter Ammon ; and, inquiring 
how long fhe had to live, the oracle made anfwer, 44 She 
44 fhould vanifli (ron) the light of men, and obtain ioir 
44 mortal honour and vvoifhip from fome of the Afiatic 
44 nations, aj fuch time as her fon Ninyas fhould plot 
44 againft her life.” How fhe took this, we ate not told ; 
but from hence fhe made war upon Ethiopia ; and, having 
fettled things there, and taken a view of the rarities of 
that country, fhe marched back into Afia , and halted at 
B a fir a r . 

Here fhe for fome years enjoyed herfclf in peace; but Be/ohes 
at length* impatient of fo quiet and calm a way of life , t0 invade 
Ihe meditated a war againft the king of India . As fhe had India, 
been informed of the tranfceqdent amenity of the coun- 
try, its double fertility, its immenfe riches, and matchlefs 
elephants ; fhe refolved upon nothing Id's than the conquclt 
of that moft extenfive part of the old world. But, being 
apprifed of the difficulty qf the Undertaking, flic ordered 
all her governors to feleft the choiceft of the youth in 
their provinces, to arm them completely, and to take 
care they rendeivoufed at a place appointed in Baftria , 
within the fpace of three years. She fen* for fhipwright$ 
out of Phoenicia Syria , and Cyprus, and other maritime 
. places; and, preparing a ftore-of timber anfwerable to her 
defign^ 0x$ ordered, th^t they fhould frame her a certain 
luuqber of veJTels, to be tranfported in pieces by land* 

w Apud eund, ibid. * Ibid* y Ibid . 

U 2 where- 
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wherewith to crofs the Indus , whofe adjacencies wdre de- 
ftitujc of wood *. 

Her mock- She in the next place confidered, that (he laboured 
elephants t under a great dihdyantage for want of elephants, in which 
Stabrobates , the king of India y at that time was mighty 
. and ftrong* How to get any, (he knew not $ art therefore 
muft be ufed, and me ordered a number of counterfeit 
elephants to be contrived, thinking to terrify the Indians 
by this ftratagenf, they being poffefled with a notion, that 
the elephant wafcno-where bred but in their country. Ac- 
cordingly *300,000 black oxen are flaughtered, and their 
flefli diftributed to poor people, who were to make up 
their hides in the form of elephants, which wfere to be 
fluffed out, and carried by a camel within* and guided 
each by a man without. The people who wrought at this 
were lurrounded by a lofty inclofure, and riobody fuffered 
to go In or out, that none might know what they were 
afyout* and convey the news to the Indian king «. 

Her Veffels and elephants being ready, and all in two 
years, (he, in the r third, rendezvoufed her army in the 
kingdom of BaSfrid^ to the amount of three millions of 
foot, 200,000 faorfe, 100,000 chariots, and 100,000 men 
on camels, who wielded fwords four cub^s long* Her 
tranfports were 2000 in number, and carried by camels 
(F), as were alfo the mock-elephants, which the horfe- 

men 

2 Apud eund. ibid. * Ibid. 


(F) Thefe numbers, fays 
Bui das (35), Ihe levied by her 
lieutenant Dercet^us , who, by 
his name, fhould have been 
her kinfman. The fame au- 
thor (36) exaggerates thefe 
numbers moft monftroully, wri- 
ting, that fl(e thus gave orders 
to the feid Dercetaus, “ Go, 
and prepare for an expedition 
in t%r ee y ears > beginning 
from the Hellefpont and Li- 
bya, to BaBra 5 and levy 
three millions of foot, one 
million ; of horfe, 100,006 
fithed chariots, and the 
like number of men to light 


*' upon camels; 200,000 ca- 
mels for other ufes ; and let, 
there be 300,000 ox-hides 
prepared, and 3000 fhipi 
built in Balin' a , with bra* 
sen prows, and manned by 
Syrians , Phoenicians, Cy - 
priots, C ili dans, and others 
on the fea-coafts, quite to 
* the Hellefponi This, is a 
notable addition to the Ctejiaw 
ftory, and a great inllance of 
credulity or preemption in the 
writer ; and ‘ tempts vis to fayi 
that the Greek hiftorrani feed* 
to have been parricnterly fohff 
of the marvelous, arid to have 


madef 


(3 ) M wftt* Zfutfcm'i- 


^6) nu. 
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men endeavoured (o familiarize to their fteeds, that they 
might not take fright at them when they came to battle *. 

Stabrobates heard of this, and prepared for theStabroba- 
ftorm i and firfl, he built 400® boats of the great canes tm, binge/ 
[bamboos] which grew in the rivers and fens of India 5 India, />r*- 
and with great diligence gqt together a far greater army t ares t0 
than that of Semirams. He added to the number of e\e- r I ct ‘‘ ve 
phants he had before, capfirig numbers to be -taken fot** r ' 
that purpofe, aj)d to be apparelled with every thing that 
might make them dreadful to an enemy; that* by their 
number and armour they might be invincible by any hu- 
man force. Thus prepared, be fends embafladors to Se~ 
miramis, then on her march towards him', wjth complaints 
and reproaches, for offering to make war upon him, with- 
out the leaft provocation ; ny a private letter, at the fame 
time, .he. upbraided her with her infamous life, vowing by 
heaven, that he would crucify her, if he conquered, 

She perufed this letter, fmiled at the contents, and an- 
fwered, “ The Indian fhould ere long be better acquaipt- 
“ ed w*th her by her carriage and adtihns c .” 

When fte came to the banks of the Indus f fhe dif-Semira- 
. covered the enemy’s fleet drawn up again# her; Where- mis on she 
upon /lie prepared and launched her own, which the/*"*' «f 
manned with thebraveftof her people, and gave'battle, Indur. 
ordering it fo, that thofe on Ihore might be aiding and 
afTi fling on occafion. The fight was obffinate ; but Sf- 
mram 'n in the end came off victorious, funk 1000 of the 
Indian barks, and took a multitude of prifoners. Elated 
with this, fhe • fell on the cities and iflands of the river, 
and made 100 , oqo captives' 1 . 

Upon this Stabrobates draws off his army, as if afraid, Stabroba- 
but, in truth, to decoy Semiramis ov.er, the river ; and fhe, tes / e ‘g KI 
ignOraut of bis meaning, no fooner perceived his retreat , a rttreai - 
than fhe ordered a broad bridge of boats to be flrctched 
acrofc the river, and matched over her army, leaving 
only. 6qt»qop. men to guard the bridge, while fhe went in 
purfuit of the flying Indians. She marched with her 

b Apud eund. ibid* * Ibid! • , * Ibidf* 

made a greater merit of mag- no fpot on the face of the earth, 
iffy mg things, even beyond all could have iuilained thefe mul- 
bounds, than of reprefcitf ing ti tudes, though every, man 
than ai they jeaHy were. For and Jbeaft had fed uppu nothing 
b#e \% is obferved (37), that but graft. 

* 

( 17 ) Ralet’sPs kjftt of the 1 toorld t v&ifujt, 

: Vs 
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mod^, elephants in the front, thefeb| todeceive and* inti^ 
initiate the enemy ; and it feems th 3 t herein (he didnot 
contrive amifs ; for the Indian fcouts, miftakiftg them for 
real, gave a dreadful account pf theft multi aides', and 
{truck a terror into their countrymen, who cdkM not 
conceive whence the AJyrfans Ihould have furftifhed 
: felves with thefe tremendous animals : but 'the deceit Was 


foon difeoverij *, for fome of Settfiramis’s people 1 , defer ting 
over to the Indians, for fear' of punHhnoent they esepefted 
for negk&of duty, revealed to tbBm the whole fallacy, 
and Stabrobates immediately ordered proclamation thereof 
to be made throughout all his army e . ' *■' *• 

Semira-' Semira^mis, m the mean titnei advanced 5 towards the 
mis on the Indian irmy,‘with her falfe ele^rts in front, which time' 
ether fide up with the inAiaii horfe f 'atid ^chariots, difpofed UtTOme 
of the In-diilance Before the main body of the foot, ahdthe elephants, 
das. They charge, and the Ihaifn hork^l ’’frightened arid of-* 
Her fight f en( j e( 3 at the feent of the*hi< 3 cs, either threw 1 their riders,' 
•with the or carJ: i c d them into the mid ft of the jfjfiyrians. * Semira- 
mis t perceiving the advantage, with a choice body of tfipn 
India. attacked the di {ordered Indians , completely routed them, 
and drove them back agajn ,tQ the grofs of their army. 
Stabrobates , in fome corllternation, charges With ,his foot, 
fuftained by hfs elephants, himfelf mounted on. fc ftat^ly 
one in his right Wing, opposite to S emir amis then in’ her 
left. The m6ck was Violent, and the daughter great, 
caufed particularly ’By the elephants. Semiramp's mock 1 ; 
elephants no# proved lifdefi^nd cumBerfomif andthfc 
whole Affiyrian army betook them to a precipitate flight*. 
Her over-J*} m *dft °f ^ ls battle, the AJfiyrian tyueen and Indian 
throw and^h & /ought Mnd 1 to hand ; disking wounded her firft 
jiighe. in the.arih With am afrbw, add’ then witlfadart in the 
ftoulder^ as the was'tuthing about to fly; frdm him ; for 
ftp {fed lj* the, end, and tf ie whole antty wift Iter f * 

: \yH‘Eft'iliey came to the fridge, the riilotfg Was fttch, 
that inan^ wto had* cfcaptd the hand of ,itheencmyj vyere 
miferably' pre/fod to death,' or perifhed undeP foot, v being 
thrown down and trampled, upon, qr pufhed into the river. 
Sctnir ami's, when the body of her army had crofted the 
river, ordered the bridge to ber cut down* whUft chiefly 
laden wh# Indians, and many' of them perifijedubj; this 
means. And now fhe was fate from farther danger^ tbe 
river was between her and the enemy 5 and, bendes, the 
Indian was admonilhed not to eager ifl*the putfitft, by 

V * 

* Apud e:nd. ibid. f Ibid. 
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the intervention of prodigies. An exchange of prifoners 
was afterwards made, !Jmd Smiramis returned to ttmftfa 
with fcarce a third pah of the army fhe had carried out 
S(G;. . . ; . . . ’ ‘ 

And now, under thi,s eclipfe of glory, fhe draws near 
her end j the time foretold is *come j and in eunuch at- 
tempts, to affafonate her, unnaturally employed by her 
ion (H) j and thereupon, calling to mind unfwcr fhe, 

Vi * had 

' » < > * '* 


* Apud eund. ibid. 


(G) Arrian (37) and Strait 
( 38) fay (he died in the tmdil 
of this expedition, and j irai 
returned oat of India ; tnlfcgh 
|>y. this, (3^) (he (ho 5 d 
have made her eicape, but with 
no more than twenty* men in 
her retinue : but Sir Walter 
Raleigh thinks this number tod 
finall a remnant of fuch an in- 
finite multitude. 

. (H) Having thus condu&ed 
this fombus woman through' a 
long coarfe of incredible urtr 
dertakings and exploits, which 
we have forborn to animadvert 
cm apprehending we have 
faid ; abundautly enough in the 
former part of this fe&ion to 
prepare the reader fop a dif- 
belief of what was to follow ; 
which indeed were a needlds 
task, had not this piece of hi- 
ftory received the fim&ion Of 
fomjp of the greuteft men in 
all ages 1 we muft how inouire 
into nejremk and particularly 
how it ftfotild come to pafs, 
that her foft Niuyas fought her 
fee* We are told (40), /that 
<ihe would > unnaturally’ have 
tempted him to commit inceft 
? with.her irand that thereupon 

s-». - ■ . 

» ( 37 ) Indiear , 

( 39 ) bift* tf tbe world, ujp fup» 

v (4>) A^ud Pbot, bibliotl?, f>, 427, 


hfe conceived fuch an hatred of 
her, that he could not best* 
foe ihould live any longer, and 
therefore murdered her, Dia* 
dorm, or hi% author Ctejia $ 
rather, here tells us her (bit 
employed an eunuch to di- 
fpatch her, but that foe efcaped, 
and vanished from fight. We 
have feen, by the fame author, 
that (he gave herfelf up to 
wanton dalliances in the* plains 
of Medico and cruelly facrifiqed 
her gallants to her furious luljL; 
but no mention at all is by him 
made of uhy attempts of her to 
feduce her fon> Now, accord 
iftg to the courfe of this hift% 
ry, there feem to have been 
two provocations that may have 
ftirred up Ninyas to get rid of 
her: the one, her , fcandaleus 
way of life*; and the other, 
her ufurpation of his right, as 
king and fovereign; which, 
how he (ho eld fc long have 
fobipitted to, 4$ what we can* 
not account for > though we 
mjjy juft touch on it anon, * Jt 
b hece fotnewhattoouv pur- 
pofe, that Canon (41) calls her 
not the wife, but the mother 
of Ninus' t and that lying with 

( 38 ) Oe^grafh. /. xv. p. 686 , 722 . 

. ( 4 v) 'juft. l.Lc,%. 

U 4 him 
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had received from Jupiter Amn\m<> fhe fupprefled all 
droughts of revenge for what had been caufed, as it were* 
by a divine fatality ; {he forgave her fon, furrendered up 
every thing to him, commanded all her fubjedta to pay 
him duty and homage as their king* and w«t$ translated 
from the fight of men, as the oracle had foretold. Jt was 
fabled the left the world in the Form of a dove or pigeon, 
together with a flock of that kind, which fettled upon 
her palace jul at the time ; and, fay they, it was hefice the 
JJfyrtans were addicted to the worfhip of a dove (I), In 
* ^ " ' * fine, 

him by accident, (he hfterwards ported, is impoffiblc to believe, 
acknowkged him publickly Her birth, her elevation, her 
for her husband. According reigu, and her death, are alt 
to this reading (42), Ninyas extraordinary, and unnatural, 
fhouid be the perfon meant 5 nay, and iinpoffible, as related 
blit Sir Walter Raleigh acquits bv the bulk of hiftorians ; but, 
her of all faults of this kind, above afl, her antiquity, which 
and aferibes them, as his words is exaggerated fo monftroufl/ 
run, to the enViouS And lying by Jo/eph Scaliger (46) and 
Grecians (43). Gregory (44) Reined us (47), is a matter fo 
Would offer it as an argument cafily dilprovbd by the circuits 
of her chaftity, that (he, as llances ofherbirthandcoun- 
^Swiw/tf»»5relates,firftinflituted try, tliat it wqre fufficient to 
ctrtiucha to attend her in her deftroy whatever other extra- 
bedchamber. vagatice is advanced of her. 

(1) Concerning the Semira - Conon (48) makes her to have 
midan dove, we’ have treated been the fame with the Atoffa 
largely already (45) ; and may or S emir amis who reigned 1 2 
have oeeafion tb refume the years with her father Be loch us, 
fubjett hereafter, when we are the 1 8th king of AJfyria, ac- 
to (peak of the Babylonian re- cording fo En/ebiui (49), and 
ligton s and the rather as in the fame place chlls her the 
miramis is more likely to have daughter ' ana not the wife of 
beeri a Babylonian than an Aft Ninus ; though copies, it mull 
fyrian. And now, that there be confeffed, differ in the read- 
wasfuch a wdman as S emir amis, ing, and have (bltt£titt}e« (50) 
we doubt not in the lea ft ; but mother ' inftead 6 f , daughter. 
that thenrf ever Was a woman But this latter is to be pre- 
of any n*me' that performed ferred, bUtaufe of its congruity 
any thing like what is here re- with the authors meaning, 

(4*; Vid. Gregor- pofthum. p. 234. (43) ill ft. of the world, chap. 

X't. §. 4. {44) hn pofthum . ubi ftp. (45) See before, p. a€o, fP). 

(46) Ibid. p. 285, (V). (47) Apud Gregor, pofthum . (4$) Apud* 

Phot, bibh tb, p, 427. (49) hte before, p, 161, ( QJ (50) Vtd, 

Gregor, pf hum, p, 234 . , * 
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fine, Ibe wa$ 4 u een ot all *AJia^ India excepted $ and con- 
tinued in the light of men fixty-two years, forty-two x>f 
which Ihe reigned h . 

Ninyas (K) filcceeded his mother Semtramis ; and,Nmyas. 
taking neither after father nor mother, fie chofe to enjoy 

himfelf 

h Apud eund. ibid. 

who makes her the of Rkea{ 54). She may be com- 
Belothus, who were confeffedly pared with the Egyptian Ijts, 
daughter and father (51) Be- and the Phoenician Aftarte ; as 
lochus then rnnft have been the herhufband Ntnus may with the 
Nwus of Ctefias ; and he, in- Egyptian Ofiris, Sefaftris, &c. 

(lead of being the firfl or the (K) He is aUo called Zames 
fecond king of Ajfyria, ii ac* (55) : the German writers will 
fording to Eufehm {52), the have him to have been called 
eighteenth king: this takes Treheta, and to have built She 
much fipm the annuity of ci|y pf Treves (56) j he is al- 
|>oth ,* and we are ready to fub- fo called Tbounas ($7), or 
feribe tp tlie fame, and the ra- Tkouras (<8), or Ares [Mars] 9 
i her, as it may be obferved and is faid to have had the hrft 
hereafter, to quadrate with ftatue erected to him, which 
Herodotus , and is much more they called DatatA Qibv, Lord 
conformable to what we know God. «In fhort, he is faid to 
of the true and more certain have waged war, and to have 
hiftory of this monarchy. T9 flain the tyrant Caucafus of the 
conclude, had this queen done tribe of Japhet, or Iapet$u f 
but half what is reported of and to have been consecrated 
her (53), or even a tenth part, into the planet Mars {59)^ 

Ihe would have been worthy How different is this character 
of the gre&tfeftTame, and even, from that of the flothful Ni+ 
according to the genius of thofe nyas in mpil other authors? 
times, of deification itfelf. A No extremes can be at a greater 
moil extraordinary perfohage diftance from each other* The 
ihe mult nave been, nor do we authors we have cited make 
wonder, couriering the ro- him the fucceifor of Ninas, 
mantic humour of the times, without any mention of Semi* 
that ihe fliould be (aid to have ramts, which feems to have 
difcovCred and invented the ioxne fort of agreement with 
ufe of metals, to have been what we have from Eufehius 
the ftrft queen, and, in ihort, obferved in the note above, 
to have been called the goddefs that ihe was the very Atojfq, 

(51) See before, p. 261. (§») Ibid. (53) Raleigh, lift. of 

the wwdft nbifup. $. 4. (54) Stud, ad voctm Tmipafifo (55) See 

***$© (56) Vtd, Gregor, jxflbum. p. 239. <57) fy 

MSS s Gr. anonym, apud Gregor, pojibum. p. 2x6, 239. (*8} Suid. ad 

vocm ©a fpa$. (S9) Idem ibid . via. ttiam Joan. Male l. P. 20, &c. 

crifflor* p* »s- 
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liimfclf in peace: and, indeed, if what we have related 
©Hiis parents be true, he could .only make W|r upon his 
fubje&s or vaflals *. A war with /W/V had been found by 
experience impra&icable ancj dangerous. Having, therefore 
NinyasV nothing to do abroad, he locked himfelf up iif his palace, 
JPotb. unfecn by any but his eunuchs and concubines, and con-r 
traced fuch an h%bit of flpth and vice, as has tainted his 
'memory to aU fucCeeding generations. However, lie was 
not fo fupinpfy negligent, as totally to negleft his-fotereft 
Hu policy. fecurity. It was a cuftom wuh him, every' year, to 
levy an army, by a certain proportion of men out of each 
province, tinder their refpe&ive generals, while he ap- 
pointed* focb governors oyer, the fevcral parts of his domi- 
nions as he could moft fafely confide in. This army ferved 
a year in;the city, and about it, wfc may fuppofc $ and was 
then relieved by another, raifed in the fame manner ; and 
the former, having taken an oath of fidelity to him* 
were permitted to depart .^ach tp thd place of his abode. 
By this flop of policy he thought he might befl keep 
his fubje£to irl awef and order ; and, at the fame time, 
prevent any difturbance from his officers, who, having 
Ytarce time to be at all krtbton to their foldiers, could have 
it the lefs in their power to afpire at any thing to his pre- 
judice (L). All this he concerted to fecure himfelf front 

infults 

* yid. }vsr.l i. c. 2i 5c Dion. Sicui,. 1 . ii. p, io$, 

foe daughter of Beloehus i and Me his mother eafed his ihoul- 
that ihe reigned with her fa- ders of (62). $>ut that he was 
ther, as his collegue and af- not fo poor n Wretch as this 
.Mant, for jthe fpace of \z amounts, to, will, amengother 
years oply (60). And this things, be obferved fo the 
feems the rather to have been next note. * * t 

the truth of the cafe, as we (L) DUforuj, Athen<*#s t Ju- 
cannpt! help wondering with filn, and others, reprefcnt 
Sir Raleigh (6i] # how him, as we have feeo^afiothful 
Jhe ihpuljd, h*ve been able to inactive, and lafoivious king $ 
keep tlfci, reins in her own to have locked. himfelf up in 
hands, in prejudice of her fan, his palace \ fo nave fequdfored 
who was her lawful fovereign. .himfelf from the fyts of his 
He has no way to account for fubje$$ ? duel to have hid com- 
this, but.by fuppofing he had m unication with them ’, butj by 
regard to pis pleafures only, meifages ; tq haveeven turnfcd 
apd cared not how much trou- wofoan, and tp haVe cbnvtJf&d 

(60) See before, p. i6t. <61) Ffif. ef the vivid, chap, 2. 

(6.i Ibid. 

with 
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irifultsand rebellions) while he willowed m lafeiftoulhefs, 
within the walls of hb palace j in Which he was a n # un- 
worthy example to Ms fucceflbrs ; concealing himfelf From 
the eyes of wien, as fomething more than mortal k . 

’ A TVRk this manner reigned all ‘his fucceflbrs in the 
gr^af eit^re of ' fo that they have left little or 

nothing to be recorded oT'tfeni,' except that they Jived 
and died in their pfalaceaf Nhievih (M) ; and hence it is, 
thatWft m^fl*abruptly proceed to thb very laft of them 1 . 1 

• Sak 1 * 

lr Apud. eofil. ibid. 1 Ibid. 

with ppn^bfijt that fex : and yet * which muft appear* even by 
we feeh^here confukipeand the inconfdtentJ cbara&er ow 
confri\dng- 50 preserve tbelehiv author here gives of him. To 
pireJbis parents had loft Khn*. which we wouW add* that,, if 
ap4 whiph, M:\ the >nat#re p£ the fame i^hod oi reftrain- 
thirty he . could not* ppfi&ly; ing the empire were the pra- 
irdarge. fee him here aft- ftice of Nwymt- 31*4 his foccefr 
jpg r th? paft of a refolute ty- fors, as *>y our author it ap- 
r40% j.nd< confummate .politic pears, what is ^meaning we 
ciapf fM?4m a y thence conclude, perceive op foatfteps of it any- 
th^, if there had been my pof-, where within .our knowlege, in 
$We, Wor ; lc. pf the fort lejfjt for the very long-interval, of 1200 
hihv.<tp, do, he would have yean at leaft, between Ninyas 
tunned. put a conqueror. Upon and Sardanapalus P We appre- 
thp^holp we would remark, hend that nobody can give us 
thaj, {according to. . this, he a fatisfe&ory aofwer to this, 
piuft have been an haughty and And here we cannot but won- 
appl^ic prince by nature^ and der how Sir Waiter Raleigh 
ope that,,, to .all appearance, fhould ever take it into his 
wouW *AOt bafe furred his head, that this Ninyas, this 
jpioth^r torule for hUn, or ra- mighty Affyriak monarch, might 
ther over him, for the, {pace of be the petty king of Skinar* 

S yO|rs. ^ Jiis retirementmay Amraphel in Gentjis (63) ; or 
o$Ff red as an argument of that he fhould, if he repofed 
$tjde v W policy vi and this any confidence at all in profane 
regulation for the duty and Writers, imagine the monarchy 
armies* max be had, even in Abraham's time, 
favour . jftrongly of evee in its very infancy, •*»- 
..and love of ceived a downright fail, as be 
the perfon that Mi- calls it (64). 

9 * 8 $ . it r 4 AH this we have (M) This vaft chafin of in- 
1 ^%. 4 'oii^^p prove that he aftion in, the. AJfyrian nto- 
Semnmu in narchs, from Ninjas to Sarda- 
the mawaneroor hiftorian writes; napalus , a vacancy, as we may 

(63) Set his bift, of the world, c , 1 . §. 9. /. jj» (64.) (bid 

ealJ 
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•Sardana- Saedanapalus (M) exceeded; all his prcdeceffurs, fot 
palus’x fldth^and luxury. He funk into fuch a depth of depravity, 
fhar* 8 er. that, as far as he could, he changed his very fexand nature; 

he cloathed himfelf as a woqian ; he fpun anaidft'Hbe com*- 
panic? of his concubines 5 he painted bis face, and deckcd 
hipafelf out with all manner of enticements, and? eueey 
way behaved more lewdly than the lafcivious harlot ; 
he imitated the voifce of a Woman i and buried Ktmfelf in 
the filth of an unbounded fenfuality, quite regardlefs of 
fex, and the di&ates of nature * (N). 

■ * v ;• t • ^ ■ Under 

* Apud eofd. ibid. 

call it, of af leaft 1 200 years, is be, made. So many pacific 
as firong a proof, that the pro- ages*, fuch a feries of the 
fane accounts are fabulous, as eit peace, both from within 
any of the many we have of- and from without, may Jhocki 
fared to prove them fo. Is it the eafieft credulity# .Themo* 
probable, that, in fo long°a narchies which fuccceded this 
fucceSpn of princes, there were offhort duration in com- 
fhotiM have beeh one only, that parifon of it ; and why the 
did any thing worth the record- AJfyrian fhould have the foie 
ing? Orispoffible, that, in fo privilege of (landing fo long, ii 
very long a fucceffion of years, not eafily accounted for* Great 
there fhould have arifen no man monarchies have been always 
at all,who had ambition andcou- objects of commoo hatred :h- 
rage enough to take advantage mong men, and fubjeftto fuch 
of the Doth and fupinenefs of fudden and violent convulfiotts 
the/e kings at Nineveh P Where as this monarchy certainly un~ 
were the other kings of the derwent. ^ 
world all this time, and efpe- (M) This name is not the 
daily fuch as were vaflal s to this only ©ne.feid to belong to him, 
throne? Bid they glory in he is alfo called Tone* Cencok- 
their chains, and the burden of roj, Cont&leres, Mafmokroti 
their tribute ? Or did they all and by other fuch names (65). - 
fink into a lethargy with their (N) Die Cocceianus (66) hea 
mailer? Was there no king of taken much pains to fefc us 
Ba&ria, no king of India % to know he w$s the ipo^.; libido 
roufe them from their lethar- nous and abandonedwretchthe 
gy i Had Ninus deftroyed the fon ever (hone on s and feys,, 
race of mankind, fo name- That no one could teUwhot he 
rous in his time, to that de- did, and that mhmf would, 
gree, as not to be able to re- bear to heat it 'though he de- 
cruit again", in all that length feends to feveral particulars bad 
of years, tf take vengeance on enough , hut, as 1 they jfea f bo 
his fucceffors for his fake? Many built upon no folid foahd&tiofy 
more queries of this kind may merely traditionary/ and" 

( 6 *) Fid. Qevr. Syncs!, Zujtb. Pamp* ( 66 ) In excerpt. Vattf* 

,p* 76 z. 4 . * ' 
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Ukder this wretch (O) happened the downfall of the HU reigi* 
Affytian monarchy. He grew odious to his fubjcfts, an#, 

parti- 


(ides unfit for os tb relate* we 
pafs them over. Nicolas of 
DamafcUs (67) is more mode- 
rate,, and accufes him chiefly 
of paffing his time with his 
women, and contending with 
them about* drefs and orna- 
hient, in thfe very words ufed to 
the fame purpofe in SuiJas 
(68). Trogus (69) alfd feems 
to have deferibed his way of 
life mufti tA the fame purjofe. 
Durst '(ybj'fays; he turned wo* 
man, dreifed a$ fuch, painted 
himfdf/andfpun ; all to the 
fame purpofe, and therefore 
wt need fay no more about it. 

? ( 0 )' A man of pleafure and 
lewdnfts he may have been, and 
doubtiefs was it being impof* 
fible to think otherwiie of mo- 
narchs of this fort, as expe- 
rience teaches us ; and, for 
the proof of which* we need 
go rto farther than Ctmfianti - 
nopie to thke a view of the 
great Turk : but neverthelefs 
he may have been a man, who, 
at feme interval?, minded bufi- 
nefs : fuch a man, we are told, 
he was ; for' he is faid to have 
built Tar/us and Anthiale in 
one day (7 r ) j in teftimony of 
Which he had this infcriptron 
on histomb, SAPAA^AHA- 
AOS -ANAKTNAAPASEa 
ArxiMHN EAEIME KAI 
TAHRON, MIH HMEPH, AA- 
AA W!^TE0NHKEN- Sar- 
dfUiapduv f £* fan of Anacyn- 


darlxis, built Tarfus and An- 
chiale in one day ; but now is 
dead. This is a grave epitaph, 
and might befit any prince; 
but we And it varied a Hide to 
dif&dvantage ; for, in (lead of 
the three laft weirds* we have 
this addition to this magnifi- 
cent exploit of having built 
thefe two dribs in a day, 
E20IR, rJINE,fTAIZE, 
t’aaaa Terror otjc 

A HI A* Eat , drink , and bo 
merry 5 for the refl is not worth 
the ftitip of a finger ; which 
w&s fignified by his flattie here; 
in aft of fnapping its fingers 
(72) : this monument and fta- 
tue are faid to have been not far 
from Anchiale . A modern au- 
thor (73) fappofes thefamein- 
feription and flatue to have 
been at the other eity Tarfus / 
where St. Paul was born ; and 
thinks the apoftle alludes there- 
to, when he writes, Let us cat 
and drink } for to-morrow we 
die . However, there feems to 
be fuch incoherence between 
the former part of this laft in- 
feriptien, and the latter, , that 
we know not what to think of 
it ; there is no manner of re- 
lation between the aftion re- 
corded, and the reflexion that 
enfues. In the firtt, indeed* 
there is a becoming gravity 
throughout, and a perfuafive 
tp virtue and humility, by re- 
prefenting,that even the mighty 




w”A-' ,; ' r .C" w”" r* 4 a 4 * (^) Ad vocm Xaftcu/a TUKoq* 

, JWO- l hJC. 2. (70) Apud Atkin, deipnojipb. i. xji. p., 529. 

{ll) Atptnseut deipnafopb. I. xii. p. 529'. Vid. ttiam Gtcrg, Synced, ebrono - 
graph, p, 165. & Eufeb, Pampk , ebron, can . p. no. fyz) AtijUi. 

*p*d Alfa ukifap, p. 53©. (73) Qngr, in pfibm. p, a 43. 
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particularly to Arbaces the Mede* and Belcfis the Babylo- 
nian. Belefts was not only a captain, but a famous prieft, 
and great aftrologer ; and by the rules of bis art he took 
on him, as is faid, to affure Arbaces , a ifian of valour and 
prudence, 44 That he fliOuld dethrone Sardampa Air* and 
fc4 become lord of all his dominions.” Arbaces harkened 
to his friend, and promifed him the chief place over .fid* 
by Ion, if his prediction proved true t at the fame time he 
took care to cultivate the friendfhip of the other governors 
of the provinces then at Nineveh, and began to affeCt po* 
pularity, wherein he fucceeded to his wifli. But, above all, 
he endeavouted to get fight of the emperor, that he might 
behold his courfe and manner of life, and deferibe him 
accordingly. This he brings to pafs, by the prevalence 
of a golden cup he prefented to an eunuch, who introduced 
him into his prefence. Arbaces faw him, and, : conceiving 
Medes *he contempt of him, was more and more encou* 

Babyloni- ra S e ^ t0 re ty on Chaldean friend/, and, impatient to 
ans and P ut * n execution his defign, he difpofes the Medes and 
Perfians Perfians to an opei\ revolt : Belejis does the fame with the 
revolt. Babylonians \ and the matter was difclofed to the king of 
Arabia n . v f 

The year of duty was now expired, and frelli troops 
arrived to relieve thofe who had ferved it \ but the 
Perfians , Medes, and Babylonians , affifted by the Ara- 
bians, came not with defign to guard Sardanapalus , but 
to fub vert the empire. Their number amounted to 
four hundred thoufand men ; and, being all combined 
together in one camp, a council of war was called, to 
deliberate upon what was beft to be dorie. Sardanapalus , 


n Apud eofd. ibid. 


king, who could build two 
cities in a day, was equally 
mortal with the reft of his 
kind i but the latter is merely 
calculate to encourage idle- 
nefs and vice, Eat, drink , and 
be merry ; tie reft is not worth, 
caring for. If this was any* 
where the genuine infeription, 
itmuft have been in deriftonof 
him after his death, and upon 
a prefumption, that he was the 
idle effeminate wretch he is 


painted. Callifthenes ( 74.) 
writes there were two Sarda - 
napalus* s, the one a bold, the 
other an effeminate, man. Q- 
thers do the fame, as we fhall 
have occafion to obierve here- 
after. Suidas (75), who gives 
this infeription according to 
the laft of the two copies above, 
thinks it may belong -ta the 
mafculinc Sardanapalus , tho*, 
with what propriety, we Jbstjr 
confide* a little feather. 


(74) dipud $md : tdwom 'Sdfi&vxi 


MM*.';*- 

apprued 
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apprifed of this revolt, and refolved to ftifle it In its.in*Sardana- 
fancy, leads out the troops of the other provinces agjinftpalus 
the confederated rebels ; and, coining to a battle with them, **k*s *b* 
he routs them with great (laughter, and purfues them t ofiAd a- 
certain mountains about 70 ftades from the city of Nine*g aw fi 
veh . The rebels, however, drew out again to engage 
the emperor, who, juft before the a&ion began, caufed^f 7 ^ 
proclamation to be made of a reward of 200 talents oi th€m ' 
gold for the man who fhould kill Atbaces the Mede ; and 
twice that fum, together with the government of Media , 
to the man who fhould take him alive ; and the ‘fame was 
proclaimed concerning Belefis th 0 Babylonian* This pro- * r * 
clamation being made without any effect, a fecond battle 
was fought, and the rebels were again flaughtcred, and reevo [{ eri 
put to flight towards the hills.. This vidtory had afiured* rf a ^ aln 
Sardanapalus in his throne, had it not been for the obfti- routed. 
nacy of Belefis , who perfifted in it, that the gods would 
certainly crown their labours and perfeverance with fuccefs 
in the end ; thereby reviving their drooping fpirits, tho’ 
in defpair they h?.d called a council, .the refult of which 
was, that they fhould difperfe, and every man return to 
his home. They fight a third battle ; and Sardanapalus , j third 
1 vidfor, as twice before, drives them into the mountains battle \ the 
of Babylon $ though Arbaces did that day all that man r waiter* 
could do, he was forced to retreat confiderably wounded °. beaten 
Sardanapalus had now certainly put an end to the again . 
war (P)*, if Belefis , who had been all night in deep con- 
fult with the ftars, had not with all imaginable affurance 
. perfuaded them the next morning, that if they kept to- They hold 
gether but five days longer, they would be joined and out jiili. 
Supported by unexpected afliftance ; for that the gods had 


0 Apud eofd. ibidi 


(P) It feems a little ftrange, 
that fo degenerate a wretch 
fhould have the courage and 
ability thus to defend himfelf 
againft thefe revolted, who 
fhould. have been of much 
greater experience and capacity 
than himfelf. Indeed, accord- 
ing to what this author and 
moft others % of him, he 
could have underflood nothing 
relating to war ; and yet, being 
forced W &e field, we find 


hyn behaving and defendihg 
himfelf as well as if he had been 
Ninuty or even Semimmis her* 
felf. From this diffimihtude of 
Sardanapalus from himfelf, it 
is likely we have the two men- 
tioned by CaUifibenes in the 
note above, Sardanapalus the 
warrior# and Sardanapalus the 
woman. This, as every thing 
•of our own, we offer as con- 
jecture only. 
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fo fignified to him by the afpedt of the heavens : he in- 
treatgd them, therefore, to ftay but fo mmy days, and 
in the mean time to place a confidence in the gods. Being 
thus perfuaded to wait the event, and the time being 
near expired, hidden advice was brought of a mighty 
power at hand, fent to the king from Badr'uu Arbaces y 
upon this, difpatched the molt refolute and expeditious 
men in his army, with orders to prevail on the Battriam 
to revolt, either by fair means or foul. Liberty was the 
bait to allure them ; and by degrees, from officer to fol- 
The Ba- dier, it prevailed, and the Radrians joined Arbcftes ; a 
drians /r-tranfaftion unknown to Sardanapalus , who, prefuming 
cvolt to he had now nothing to fear, was returned to his ufual 

them. way of life (QJ, and preparing for an extraordinary fa- 

Crifice, and an high feftival for t^ie entertainment of his 
victorious army p . 

They at- Itf the mean time the negligence and riot in the impe- 
tack the rial camp was conveyed to the ears of Arbaces , who, in 
imperial confluence thereof, fell fuddcnly on them in the night, 
camp by made his way into the camp, and drove out Sardanapalus, 
furprize. anc j a jj ]}j s lir my, with great (laughter, which continued 
almoft to the gates of the city. Whereupon the king 
commits the cure and condud of his army to Salemenus , 
his brother-in-law,* undertaking to defend the city in per- 
fon. His forces were twice (ideated, once at iome di- 
ftance, and once under the wails of the city, when Sale- 
menus fell, and almoft all his army was cut off, and forced 
into the river, which was tindured with the gore of the 
flain for a long whiles. 

They be- Sardanapalus was now clofely befieged : many 
fiege Sar- other nations, eager for liberty, revolted to the confe- 
danapalus derates ; and the king, perceiving things at fo dcfpeiate 
in Nine- a p a f s> f e nt away his three fons and two daughters, with a 
veh. very great treafure, into Paphlagonia , where one Cotta , 
a particular friend of his, was governor (R), ifiuing out 

orders 

p Apud eofd. ibid. * Ibid. 


(Q) There is feemingly feme 
inconfiftency in this, if we con- 
fider what follows; for by that 
it appears, that he took on him 
the part of a grateful and be- 
neficent prince, who would re- 
ward and feaft with his army 
after their fucoefsful toils.— 


It feems a little uncharitable to 
think otherwife of him in this 
cafe. 

( R ) Where t his Paphlagonia 
ffiould have been fituated, and 
who this Cotta , a more modern 
name, fhould have been, we 
forb^ir to inquire, as favouring 
too 
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orders at the fame time (S) ? for all his fubje&s to haftett 
to his affiftarice (T). But though* hfs fituatiojt may fteih 
to .have been quite deplorable, he, it feemS, did not fuc- 
cumb, fully pofleffed ivith notions of a prophecy, That 
Nineveh could never be taken* till the river became her ene~ 
which, according to his conclufion, amounting to 
an impoffibility, he looked upon himfelf as fecure, how* 
great and imminent foever the dangers might be that 
threatened him r . m 

W hile* Sardandpalus pleafed himfelf with th ; s ima*Y% take 
gmatiot, the confederates, elated with their lath fucccls, the city* 

r Apud eued. ibid. 


top.grofly of fable j but, by 
the way, we cannot help 3 fk 
ing how this Cotta, (hould have 
been fo particularly his friend 
and faithful fervant, vvhen no 
one governor had ever feen his 
face, before Arbaces the Medt 
bribed his way to a fight of 
him : this does not hang at all 
*with the other parts, all incon- 
fiftent within thcmfelves, of this 
(lory of this hift king of Nine- 
veh i nor & it even eafy to 
conceive, how he ftiould have 
feat away any part of his far 
rnity and treafure ; the enemy 
^having, as we may well fup- 
pdfe, certainly fecured the pa(T- 
es. To mend the matter, an- 
other tells us (76), who men- 
tions our author Ctejitu as if 
he quoted him, that Sardana* 
pah/, perceiving himfdf fore 
prefied, and ruin comoig with 
hafty (trides upon him, lent 
three Tons and two daughters, 
together with 3000 talents of 
gold, 'to the king of Nineveh, 
What city of Niyeveh this ( an 
have been, belides the city he 
bimfoif 'was * belieged in, we 
are quite* at a’ Id’s for ; and fo 
we wave this palpable obfcuVity 


as, we find it, except we infer, 
that, through this Teeming mif* 
take, the error fprang of mak- 
ing two Sardanapaluss, as well 
as two Nineveh 'h which we 
m$pt with no -where elfe. 

(S) How he could do this, 
clofely befieged as he was, is 
hard to conceive 5 arid whfe 
need he had of doing it, will be 
as difficult, if tVe consider what 
follows. 

(T) Why (hould he have 
been fo felicitous about his fa- 
mily, himfelf, or the dry, if 
what follows be true, that he 
was perfuaded the place could 
never be taken ? Why in this 
cafe ihould he have cxppfed his 
children and treafure by fend- 
ing them away, when, accord- 
ing to liij belief, they coul^no- 
where have been in more lafc- 
ty t and why (hould he be fo 
bufy with his orders, and call- 
ing m his people to his abid- 
ance in the fiege ? They cotll^ 
have been of no ufe in inch 
an ife pregnable place as was 
pr6o?ajptmfl: every thing, even 
famine it$:Sf,but the wafers? of 
the rivtfr. 


i x&f* 529 * 

Vox.* IV. X 


con- 
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confidercd their work as completed, tho\ in thofe days* 
they could make no impreffion on, futh wails, ignorant as 
they were of the engines afterwards invented for that pur** 
pole* Sardanapalus having taken care to be well ftat&J 
with what was neceflary to enable him to hold out a long 
time, the confederates fat two years before the city with- 
out any vifible efFe&: but in the third year the river, 
fwcllcd by unufual rains, came up to the city, and over- v 
4 owed a great length, no lefs than 20 ftades of the wall* 
The unfortunate Sardanapalus, now fenfible of the com- 
pletion of what had been foretold of the rivcr*s erilfrity to 
the city, had no farther room for hope ; and, dreading to 
fall into the hands of the enemy ? retired into his palace, 
in a court of which he caufed a vaft pile of wood to be 
raifed ; and, heaping upon it all.his gold and filver, and 
royal apparel, and at the fame time inclofmg his eunuchs 
and concubines in an apartment within the pile, he fet jfire 
thereto, and fo deftroyecLhimfelf and* the reft (V) $ which 
' . the 

(V) This was the end of gold, and ten thonfand my- 
the unfortunate Sardanapalus ; riad3 of Giver,* together with 
but the circumftances are moil riche9 of apparel and farm* * 
prodigjoufly exaggerated by ture unfpeakable : that he dr- 
Atbenaus, who feems (77) to dered this pile to be fet on fire ; 
borrow what belays fromCfe- and that it burned tto lefs than 
Jias, whom Diodorus, perhaps, fifteen days together ; that, by 
abridged, and Athenms tran- the fmokc, thofe without 
lbribed at length. He fays, thought he had been fafcrih- 
Sardanapalus within his palace cir.g ; and that, during the * 
c* refled a pile of four jugera, time, the whole was A fecret 
or acres, in dimenfion ; that to every body but his eunuchs, 
therein he placed 150 golden Suidas ( 78) feems v to intimate,* 

. beds, and as many golden ca- that he was accidentally burnt 
bles^that, in the midil of it, in his palace. A manias (79) 
he buJlt an hall or room of 1 00 relates there vv# a great mount 
feet $ in which he had beds for in Mnevek raifed, as tradition 
himfelf and his wife, and others went, as a fepulcral monu- 
for his concubines ; that it ment to Sardanapalus ; the 
wasall a fotid piece of timber* fame, we may fafely fuppofe, 
work; arid that it was fo fenced that is faid to have been creft- 
about with huge timbers, that eft by Semirar^is in honoris of 
nobody could get out; that Nfaus (80) ; and that, on ftone 
within this were no lefs than sr pillars, the following epitaph 
thouland myriads of talents of was engraved in Chaldee cha* 

(ll) Athtn* ibid. (78) Ad vocem (70) Aptit 

Albert ubi (80) See brfin, />* stfc, 

rafters ; 
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the rebels hearing, entered the c|ty by the brekfi, and 
became lords of the place. * The inhabitants werenreated 
5 with 

rafters i why net AJfyrim ? been known under the ferns 
■ which were thus rendered into name afterwards : and, fecond- 
Qretk by Cheeritus the poet ly, Sardanapalus having been 
(81), EH2 AE EBA2IAET- reduced to allies, we can fup- 
KAI AXPI EQPQNTQT pofenomonument tohaveitoen. 
HAiOT fcQS# EI1ION, E$A- railed profeffedly * over him ; 
rohie^eoAteiASA.EiAfls nor would any Remembrance 
TON TE XPONON ONTA of this fort have been, it is 
BPAXTN, PN Z02IN OI likely, propagated of him, at 
ANOPftnQIjKAinOAAAS an immenie expence, on the 
EXONTA MET ABO A AS, fpot where Nineveh was to 

KAI KA1COI1A0IA2, # KAI ftand no more ; and, befides* 
f2N AN KATAAinn ArA-, this mount* or whatever elfe it 
QiiN* AAAOI EHOTSI I AS may be called, is not only laid 
AHOAATSEI2, Alp K Aril jo have been erefted ir^ honour* 
HMEPAN OT AEMI A N HA- «f a former king, at leaft fame 
PFAinONTOTTOnOIQN- generations before him (83), 
/ reigned, and , while 1 enjoyed but alfo to have been deftroyed 
the light of i the fun, 1 drank , by Cyrus (84), who, fo far as 
/ eat, and gave my f elf up to wc apprehend, had never any 
women, knowing how fort a thing*to^Jo in the demolition 
time man has to live, how full of Nineveh. This may bo 
of cares and trouble ; and that enough to cqpte a di/belief In 
the joys , I leave behind, pafs USj of f 0 extraordinary and 
* n t0 others \ knowing this, 1 unufual a method to fpread the 
never miffed a day from plea - {frame of this dubious prince ; 
Jkre. This inferiptfon, or epi- dubious, we fay, the rather 
taph, if any fuch there ever was, becaufe we find him deified in 
is very likely to have been the the temple of Hierapolis in Sy~ 

' tW™ of f be lecond we have r ' ia ($ which it is not likely 
given fome notes above, and he fiiould have been, if he had 
my be confounded with the been fo much the objeft of 
feme* which if. alfofaid to have contempt as he is reprdented. 
been erefted at Nineveh (82) ; Perhaps his whole crime was* 
but wc may fairly fuppofc there that the Affyrian empire was 
*4>*ver was any fuch as- either diffolved in his time ; and this 
ftf tlwtn erefled at that place : we fay not without ground j 
tor this amient city was con- for we are given to underiland, 
f'fledly deftroyed, whatever that, though he was defpoiled 
pla?e elfe may have rifen and >0 f thC'empire of Syria, or Jf- 

^ Apud 'At hen, ubt [up, (8a) Suid. ad vocem lap^Si^TMKAoc* 

(8 3) $4£rlefore, p, 2,8 6 V (84) Atnynt . apud /It hen, neipr.cfph, ubi 

tW- (85 ) iUp, 2B5. 
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with great humanity, though the great and mighty city 
bf* Nineveh itfelf was kid level with the ground. And 
thus ended the JJyrian empire, fubverted by the Medei 
and Babylonians , after it had, according to our author C/r- 
fiasj fu Willed no lcfc than 1400 years *. 


SECT- V, 


The Hiftory of Assyria, according, to Scriftufe^ 
and the more approved Authorities f : 

\ ea J of , YU E now comfe to the true and only hiftory of Affyriu 
the flood VV t hat ma y ^ depended upon. Pul (W), the feem- 

Bcf? Chr ^ oun ^ cr °i t ^ IS monarchy, mrfkes his fir it appearance 
771. m 

KzSVKJ Apu$ eund. ibid. * 


fyria, he died in a good old 
age (86). From thefe very 
different accounts of the death 
of this famous, or, as the vul- 
gar opinion has it, infamous 
prince, it may be that we have 
another reafon why it (hOuld 
tie through niifttke imagined 
^there were two kings of Affy - 
riaof this name (87). Suidas 
( 88 ) talks of a Sardanapa- 
lui flain by one Perfeus : he 
has two qf the name; and, 
though he. endeavours* to inake 
them different men, he plainly 
means the fame. To conclude, 
whatever the bulk of profane 
authors tell us, concerning the 
xcign o f Bardanapalus t and the 
reft of the Ajfyrian Jhiftdfy* 
is too grofs tp he .called ro- 
mance, nof defer vfng to be 
called even tradition, though 
certainly b^flt upon very true 


hiftory, as we fhall endeavour 
to prove in what is to follow. 

(W) He is 4 fo called//^/, 
and by the LXX Phua , an inac- 
curacy in the , trenferiptiofy 
and owing to the very near re- 
femblance of the Greek A lamb- 
da, and A alpha ; fo that it is no 
great wonder this name fhoult}, 
in die Greet chaita&er, b^ve 
been written Phua , in- 

fteadof 4 >OTA Phul (89). He 
is the hr ft king of AJfyria men- 
tioned in Scripture from the 
time that land^was planted by 
4/hur. t and not to beacon- 
founded WLth jthe kings of the 
Medes and xtienabylomanS) as 
the cuftom ufually is (90). 
This Phul was by his name a 
pure^r/aft, and not z ChaJ- 
dean or Babylonian (91), as he 
lYmiiftaken to iave been by 
feme (92}, who wjpuid have 


( 80 ) QkitmL fipuJ A’ben. ubi frp. '(87) Set before k the notet { 

, . (88) Ad vt m Sajtev&roAac. * i^) Fid 

in . 2 trt t' Xv ;I wr J 9 - (9*) Md. Vq A Fid 

'W- dt am « (i ' k v >* f* 577- (9-) SoePutrkk 

xv* 19.^ r * 

* him 
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Scripture in the reign of Menabtm king of Jfmet, 
wh5 juft about the fame time had forced his way ft* the 

throne 

him to have been the Belefis cortfecrated atl their kings into 
of Ctejlas, who, in conjun* deities. It was the cuftpm of 
flion With Arbaces, overthrew the antient Syrians, long before 
the Afyrianyawr, than which them, to deify their kings 
no pofition can be more grofs. ( 97) : we have feen their Adad, 
*3* J? e was the firft king of king of gods, was no # more than 
AlJjrta* appears by his name, their dead king fynhadad If. 4 
which is fimpffc, and not com- (98),' or perhaps his unfortu- 
pounded, as the reft we read of nate fucceftor Hazael, who, as 
*^e.‘ The Ajfyrian names are, a king of Syria , was alfocall- 
ftv the moll part, compounded ed Adkd, or Hadad (99). We 
of the. Ample names of 'their have already aflerted (100), 
gods (93) ; and' the name of that Adad, and Cronus , and 
this king we find a primitive, Aft arte, ar$ of late date in 
as we may call it, compounded cmparifon of what the learned 
nan * cs other princes have generally thought ; and we 
in thefe parts, as in J Lfclath- now fay the fame of Belus, 
Pul-AJfur , Nebo-Pul-Agfr, and who was no other than the Pul 
the like. From this circum- before us, and confequently 
ftante, and the affinity of the later than the antient gods of 
‘ *teme itfejfj he is with feeming the proper Syria . Thus it is 
certainty faid to have been t he natural to conclude from all 
Ajfyrian, Syrian , or Tyrian circumftancea^ nor can webti| 
Betas Pul is pronounced fuhfcribe to it, without re- 
Pol, and Pal (95) ; whence^ je&ing the. plain evidence olP 
Without atfy ftraining of the Scripture, for the idle tales of 
pbint, wemay derive the Bal, profane authors, who confound 
Bel, or Betas, of the Greeks rather than inform us. It 
and Latins . That he ihould were odd, that we fhould rely 
have been the Betas of Syria, on what are confeffedly fables, 
Phoenicia, And other places, in contempt of what can be fo 
will not be wondered at by felf-evidently gathered from 
thofe who coaf der, as will be the text of Scripture-hillcry 
ft? n in the courfe of this fe- (1). To 1 well on the various 
ftipn, that the Ajfyrians im- opinions of chronologers and 
pofed their own idolatry and hiftorians concerning this man, 
religion oh all th? nation they would draw u£ into a tedious 
contjuercd^ as alfb that they length : we fhall therefore pafs 

, ( 93 ) Pi/b Scafig. ubi pup. SM de diis Sym. (94.) Sir If. Nrwt % 

c ~ r0n ' ft kingdom. intend, p. a 7 9 # (95^ l)em. M'ntfauc . apud ut? 

JV* tohtinb. unrverf. des bft. p 185, (97} See up. zn. 

(9s} Ibid. p. 283. , ^99) Bid, in the notes. ( iooY See u v, 

p- W » 33 /* in tkojpiu (1) See Sir If Newt, c bruml ft on:. ling* 

X 5 then) 


309 



3 io The Hiftcry of the Affyrians. B. I. 

Year of throng of that kingdom* by the murder of SW/p tt t 
the flood His march into the country {truck the tottering ufurper 
1577- * with 

•Bef. Chr. » 3 Kings xv. io. ( . 4 

77 1 * 


Vp/’VVJ them over with this bare ob- 
lervation, that, by embracing 
th tCtefian fable, and endea- 
vouring to conned' it with the 
hiflory of Scripture, and by 
their fcrupulous adoption of 
each others hypotheses, they 
havealmofl: all run into mo ft 
intricate mazes, and endl^fs er- 
rors. Our bufmefs, then, is 
to prove this man to have been 
the firll founder of the Affyrian 
monarchy ; which having been 
done to our hands by a late 
chronologer ( 2 ), wp (haft 
here only exhibit his argu- 
ments, None of the pro- 
phet?, who preceded Pul, and 
foretold the liabilities which 
the people of If met after- 
wards fuffered from the Af- 
fyjrikns, ever name*thatr nation, 
(jut only fpeak Of a people that 
is to be railed up again ft Ifrael. 
Thus* Jonah , who propheiied 
about* fixty yedrs before the 
reign of Pul, mentions indeed 
the king of 'Nineveh, but no- 
where that of Affyria. The 
city of Ntnekteh liacj frme time 
before (hakea off tV Egyptian 
yoke, and was governed by a 
king of its oWn t but his terri- 
lories were "of ( 3 ) no great 
extent, as isplaiih fromtlui faid 
prophecies j "neither was he 
called Viftg of Affyria, but only 
of Nineveh. m Amos propheiied 
about ten or twenty years be- 
fore Pul began his oonquelts ; 
mi foretold, that God would 
raife up a nation, that fhoulcj 


humble the houfe of flrOf/, at 
that time elated with their 
fuccefs agmib Paka/cuf and 
Hamath 5 but what nation,' ho 
names not. In the prophecies' 
of If at ah, Ezekiel, nofea. Mi” 
cah , Nahum, Zephaniab , and 
Zechariah , which iwere writ* 
ten after th sAJfyrian monarchy 
was grown powerful, it is 
openly named on all occafions. 
Therefore, as Jonah and Amos, 
who propheiied before the 
reign of Pul, never mention 
the AJfyrians , tho’ thofe who 
flourifhed after his reign, fre- 
quently do, it is pretty plain, 
that, in the days ol the former, 
the AJfyrians made no great fl-> 
gurem the world, but were to 
be raifed up againft Jfrael ; 
and, by confequence, rofe id 
the days of Pul, who is the 
firfl; upon record that fulfilled 
the prophecy of Amos, threat- 
ening Syria and Ifraet withcaj^ 
tivity . Befides, we know from 
Scripture,’ that,, till P«/made 
hiaappearance on this fide the 
E up hr at el, not only Syria and 
Egypt, but many other neigh- 
bouring nation^ wfere governed 
by their own kings, ^ejae and 
Memnon were great conquer- 
ors, J$xd fu bailed Chalice a, 
Affyria, Media, Perjta, Bat* 
tria , &c. but, in their hifto- 
ries,. no mention is jnade of 
any oppofiti$n they met with 
from an Affyrian empire then 
(landing. Homer mentions 
thus mkMemnon kings ofEgyp^. 


(2) Idem ibid. 


{i)^ Jonah in. 6, 7, 
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with fuch dread, that, to prevent the hoftilities he might 
have iiieditated, Pul received from h!m 1000 talents of 
filver. Hereupon he feems to have taken the kingdom of 
1 frael into his prote&ion (X), and returns from out of tfie 
land w . What elfe this king did in particular, is no- where, 
that we know of, exprefly recorded ( Y). But from hence 
we delay venture to infer, as we have already, that he 
either conquered, or received voluntary homage from Sy+ 
ria^ and the other nations in his march, as he did now from 


1 fratl 5 and that he became the founder of a very great 
empire* ^ ^ . 

Tiglath-pileser fuccceded diim { Z ) ; and is fup-Tigiath- 
pofed, upon good grounds, to have been his foil (A), pilefer, 

*. Upon Year of 

the flood 

w 2 Kings xv* 19. 1601. 


and Perfia, but knewjaothing of fyraeh but this they be- 74.7, 

of an Aflyrian empire (12). here upon a very flight foun- 
Whence it is manifeft, that the dation (13). 

AJfyrian empire, which Ctefas (Z) He isaho called Tiglatb* 
makes as antient as the flood, pilntfor, Tkeglath-phalafarflbe- 
did not begin till the reign of glath-phellafor, Tbilgamas (14), 
P#/,who reduced all the above- as fuppofed, and alio Nimts ju- 
mentioned nations. nior, according to Cafior (15). 

(X) Here we may perceive PrUeaux (16), by an unac- 
the firfi; progrefs cf this mon- countable inadvertency , take* 
archy. It was now in it* him for Ar bates the Mede, 
infancy, and was rather to Some (17) are willing to dc# 
llrike fear into the nations, by rive the flrfl: part of his name 
barely Chewing itfelf, than by from Dijlat. one way of pro- 
pretending to over-run the no tinting a name belonging to 
world by dim of force. How the river Tigris (18} ; others 
much more natural is this (19) declare, that nothing but 
that what we read of* the fort conje&ure can be offered about 
concerning the pretended AT/- it, and that it is quite uncer- 
nus l Pul feems rather to have tain. , 
laid the foundations of the Af (A) Some are fo far from 
. fyrian moflajehy, than to have thinking him to have been the 
erected it,: that he feems to fon of Put, that they make 
' haye left to his fucceflors him a flranger to his line, a 

>(Y> Some Jews think he Mcde, as we have feen in the 
began to. transport the children note above. Rolling miffed by 
r/ , * * * 

(ia) $re Sir jfrac Newton's chronoi of antient Kingdoms, p, 265, 

( T 3 ) ***. ?*****}' * comment, upon z Kings >.v. 19, and upon 1 Chon, v* zto. 

(14) ASftanJwft* artirn , 4 Xii. c. ai. ( 15) Apud Bufeb* ebrm 

Cortitefl . of the Old anddNUw 'Ttjl. book J# parti, at the beginning, (17^ 

See Patrick, ubi fup, ver, 29. ( 15 ?) See before, tn tpt notes, p> 548, 

$4$. (y) GJfric* u bijvp* com* 29% 

' X 4 
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Year of tlpoi; what particular motive we know not, he fell upon 
the Hoed the # kingdom of If a el, and took Ijon, and rfbd*htk~ 
* 608 . Mwcbuh) 

Bcf. Chr* P 4 . v ; 

74.0. that great and otherwise learn- Medes are true, of their hayiijg 
guide archbifhop Vjher\zt>), held the call under fub]eftio|i 
makes Pul to have been the one after another, therfc c&n 
father o fSardanapaltts (21), be no kftowiftg the meaning 
by atfextraoj'dinary inattention of the words; adding, that 
in the archbifhop, who thought the learned are now fenfible 
it muft have been fo, becaufe, there were feveral forts of 
in the name of $*rdan&palus t independent kingdoms in thofe 
or S$rdan+Pul, he could per- days to the call ward p£ the 
ceive a relation between this Euphrates 5 and * that forfie- 
laft and thi^ Rr&Ajyrian king * 4 times one of them was upper* 
forgetting, that, for the fame mof^ and fometimes another 5 
reafon, Tilgath'pul-qffur might that at this time it hap- 
have appeared -his fan, efpe- pened, that the AJfyrians were 
dally as he is the king of Ajfy- moil powerful ; who, now 
ria, who is exprefly faid to have cr offing the Tigris, had carried 
fuccceded him in Scripture. By their arms through Mefopota- 
what byafled him above to mia , and from thence over the 
make this miftake, he might Euphrates into Syria and Pale- 
alfo, and very naturally, have J line (25). In a word, we 
concluded, that Tiglatb-pul-af- cannot but reckon this king to 
fur , and Sar dart-pul, were one have been the fon of PuJ. From 
and the fame peHbn, and fo the time of Pul's appearance to 
have put an end to the monar- the firft of this king’s appear* 
chy, ere it had well a beginning. ance, is a {pace, according tp 
The fir ft and fecond monar- VJher himfelf (26), of but a- 
chy, according to the fell erne bout 24. years; fo that they 
of aithbifhop VJher (22), ad- very naturally fucceed one ad- 
opted by Prideaux and Roll in, other. It is, therefore, an eye- 
fo intirely repugnant to all hi- fore to fe# them fo disjoined as 
ftory, facied of profane, may thfcyare in Rollin from; 
ferve to fhew how irreconcile- whofe judgment, as he is con- 
able the latter is with the for- verfant in the .labours ?m$l im- 
mer in what concerns this em* provements. of the later "wri# 
pire. A late commentator (23) ters, we might have hoped for 
is fo fenfible of this, that he better things j but, as we hare.* 
declares, when he comes to the been hitherto cautious of paff- 1 
text of Scripture (24) which ing any cenfure upon him, we 
hrft makes mention of Tight h- ihall for the'Tuture avoid the 
pile/er , that,if rhe common fa me, as he is a gentleman who 
accounts of tStf Babylonians and does not profcifedly writ$ to 


f-°) Annul ref . Trf. adjt.M, 3233. , fu)' lift. Jjf u . torn. 


*v. 20. 
-fa;} utii. 


. (2;) J«un. Cleric, in % fig, ib d. 


(2ft) tftifopi 


inftruft 
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maatbah, and Janoah* and Kcdrjh, and Hazor* and CiV 
liad^ and G&lilee, and all the land of Napbtali, and* car- 
ried them captive to Ajfyria ?, thereby, a» we may fup- 
, jpofe, the better to fec^irc thefe diftant, parts of tl^e em- 
pire in their allegiance {B)* t For f«c.h a captivity muft na- 
thrajly have weakened them, and, was rightly calculated 
tp tbe reminder from incurring fo hard a fate y and, 

’bn this other han<j, may hayeu e^ntrihuted the inoreafe 
of his power, by peopling fume tradl more immediately 
under his eye* But, whatever may have been «his view* 
at this time, he thought himfelf obliged to do much more 
of the kind foon after. For, receiving an embaflyjfrom 
Aba% king* of 'Judah *, with a tender from him of ho- 
mage, and a prefent of all he had, to deliver hint from 
the hands of Rezin king of Damafcus , an &P*kah king 
of Ifrael* who were in confederacy agdmft him ; upoi* 
this prayer, ‘and prefent, and acknowlegthient from the* 
king of Judah } Tigfatb-pihfer marched againft Dmafeus, 

took that city, tranfphnted the people of ii: to Kir (CJ* 

♦ • 

y 2 Kings xv. 29. 2 See vol. ii. p. 315, $16. ‘ 

inftruft the mind as to the re- (C) Thqje are printed co* 

* ality and confiftence of fa&s, pies of th zSeptuagint, which 
as to form it to virtue, and a fay not whither the people of 
good life. Dama/cus wej*e cranlplanted 5 

(B) Tight b-pilefer here exe- others haye It, the place was 
cutes what his father had pro- Kvpibtt, or Cyrene* in Africa* 
jfcdled, and only fetched out. deceived by feme fimilkude of 
Thiitvis the moft extraordinary the names ; but it is impofiible 
method that could poffibly be to (uppofc the king of Affyrm 
taken to fecure the empire un- could fend them into.thofe parts, 
der due fubje&ion, an^ was the when he was not yet matter 
conttant pra&ice of his fuccef- even of Egypt £28). Jofrpbu* 
ibrs, as we may fuppofej for the (29)make$ita place mthelfppcr 
fame reafbns. This their con- Media. Bach art (30J labours 
Bant praflice is in all its cir- the point a little, but to no 
omittances fo affefiing, and fixed purpofe. Jt will be in 
ipulft have c$ufed fqch utter ob- vain for us to think of fettling 
liviCnof the original nations in with any degree of certainty * 

4hofe parts, that, if Cttfias . the fite of this, and many other ■ 
had' known any th|pg perfectly places, hereafter to be mention-* * 
of the Affyrian affairs/ he ed, equally and mote obfcqre 
could never have omittjgji it, or than thUj but weMhail plfe 
forbohi Jtb have improved it by -and-by our conjectures con- 
after hitman ner, which we ceroing lodie of them, ** 
no-where fin&ihat he did. 

(*8) Vide yean. Cleric . in toe. uhi fip r . ( Jirtif. Judt l i*. 

. iy (30) rht/if. /, IV. 32. 

fuW , 
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flew Rezift 9 and fo put an end to that antient king-* 
dom 1 (D). 

Shalma- was Succeeded by Shalmemfer (IJ), who obliged, 

► aefen on what pretence we know not, Hojhta king of Ifratl to 
Year of become his tributary b. Some years after, Hojhea refolved 
the flood to fliake off the AJfyrian yoke, and courted, with that 
162#. view, the alliance of So, tnenkiug of Egypt* But Shai - 
Bef. Chr, mane/er , apprifed of hisdefign before he could put ^in 
728. execution, entered, at the head of a powerful army, the 
^VN^land of ffrael j and, having laid it wafte to the vegr 
gates of Samaria, clofely befieged that metropolis. The 
place^held out almpft three years, but was, ip the* end, 
obliged, with the feft of the kingdom, to fubmit to the 
conqueror, who carried the king, and all his fubjedh, into 
captivity (FJ, replacing them with*ftrangers from Babylon, 

Cujhah , 

z Kings xvi. 7, 8, 9* b !s Kings xvii. 3. 


(D) So that the ra£e of the 
antient Syrians became, as it 
were, excindi in this coan try ; 
which gives room to aflert 
what we have only furmifed 
formerly, concerning the alter- 
ation the old religion of this 
country muft have undergone, 
when conquered by die Jjfy- 
rians (31). How is it to be 
imagined, that the (hungers, 
who were brought to take pof- 
feffion of this country, ihould 
continue the aritient rites and 
fuperfhtions of its firft inhabit- 
ants ? Well may we fay, then, 
that Adad now gave way to 
BeluSy and other AJfyrian gods 
(32) unknown on this fide of 
the Euphrates till now. 

(E) His name alfo is va- 
riously written, as Salmanefar, 
Salmanajfar ; he is called Ene- 
najfar by Tobit (33) j and is 


fuppofed to (34) be the Salman 
or Shalman of Ho/fa (35). 
Molt chronologers confound 
him with Nabonajfar (36) ; 
which we fhMl not here dif- 
cuft, 

(F) We promifed, in the 
laft chapter, where wc gave an 
account of the fad excihon of 
the Ifiaelitijb kingdom (37), 
to point out to our readers the 
moft probable countries into 
which iti captive tribes were 
carried. The text only fays, 
that they were tranfported into* 
AJfyria , and placed in Halah 
and Hubor , by the river of 
Gozan , -and in the cities of the 
Medes (j), beyond the river 
Euphrates $ and that the coun- 
try was rc-co!onied by peopjg 
from Babylon, Cut bah, At; a, 
Hamath , and Sebharvaim (2) : 
from which flioruccount three 


(u) S t f woL is, p. 283. * (V) Mi. 4 ($3) ct>. u J*. 

(3 a) See Sir N wt chronOt of ant hngd, amend, p.277. (*5) Cb, 

X. 14. (36) Vid, Gtegor, Pojlbum, p % 246, (& Gregor. SyneelL tbron. 

P« z r 4 * ^ e f ,re > ^*161. (1) 2 Kings xv ii. 6. xvm* 

%Cbf*v. v. ult, - t (2) 2 Kings xvui. II, 34, 

principal 
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Cujhahy Ava , Hamath, and Sepbarvaim c . This wag 
theiatal end of the kingdom of Ifrael, as we have re- 
lated more it length in the hiftory of the Jews* 

He 


aJfingsxvii. 18—24* 


principal queftions have been 
darted by the antient fathers, 
anckother commentators ; 

1 . Where thole countries lie, 
whither, the #en tribes were 
^ carried.: 2. Whether they con- 
tinued there, or returned along 
with that of Judah at the end 
of the Bahjlonijh captivity : 
and, 3. Who thofe Cutheans 
were, who Were lent *to re- 
people the cities of Samaria. 

As to the firft, we have for- 
merly hinted, we are much in 
the dark concerning the true 
•fituation of thofe countries ; 
and Jofepbus, who makes ex- 
prefs mention of this captivity 
(3) is fo far from offering any 
conjecture about them, that 
he doth not fo much as name 
thofe places out of the facred * 
liiltorians; but only fays in 
general, that they were tranf- 

C rted into Media and \Jh&fia ; 

that werauft be cauSnt jvith 
the belt conjectures which the. 
learned have been able to give 
us of thofe provinces or ci- 
ties, L 

The firft named in the text 
is that of Ha/ah, or, as the 
Hebrew writes it, Chalah ; 
uAxdh is, not without great 
probability, fuppofed to have 
been t^e metropolis of Cbd- 
lac end, and to have given 
pame to the whole province ; 


and this was fituate 0$ the 
north of Knritfian, between 
AJfyHa and the Qordietm 
mountains* Habor, or rather 
Chabar, by the Greeks Cfaba- 
ras f andb f Ezekiel, who dates 
his prophecies from thence, 
Ghebar (4), fcefl&s to be a 
long traCt in Mefopotamia, or 
Kurdifian ; and running along 
the. banks of the river, of^ts 
name, from which it was fo 
called, and .which empties itfelf 
into t htEupbrates on the eaftern 
or farther fide. We know but 
Jittlwof its true fituation, ex- 
cept that it wasbetweenu^r/7* 
and Media. We can give t 
better guefs at the land of 
Gazan , which is mentioned 
by the facred hiftorians (5) as 
a country, or rather as one of 
thofe provinces which were 
conquered by the Afyrians, 
fcjd was probably fo called from 
the river of its n^me (6). Ac- 
cordingly Ptolemy places , the 
province of Gauxanitis in Me- 
fopotamia , and mentions the 
city of Gaazan% as capital of 
it; and Pliny takes notice of 
a province, which he calls Eloti 
Gazina, which fpread itfclfnp 
quite to the head-fpring of the 
Tigris* We Jikewife redd of 
a traCl named Gatizan, in Me- 
dia, % faid to ve been fituate 
between the rivers Cyrus and 


( 3 ) Arth. /, ix. c. alt, (4; Cb. i. i. ($) Vjd. inr. at. % Klnp 
3 fe« If*' 14. ? Kings xriU 6. xyui. si. 

Cam* 
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H £ afterwards invaded Phcenia $ but, a peace being fouif 
concluded between him and the Phoenician^ he qtiittaf 

their 

Cambyfes ; and this* is all that king Hezekiah, as provinces 
we <&n meet with in amtient lately conquered by the kings 
authors : from all which we his matters ( 8), and immediate- 
may conclude, that Gozan,* or ly ifter that of Gis^.^’Now 
Gauzania, lay near the Caf» Hardn, or, as the £&£r**i#jhath 
fian fea, if not upon it, and on it Char an, and die Greeks, Charr 
the northern parts of Ghilan res, was a famed city of Me/#** 
in Perfta, as Media did on the tamia, and featcd between the 
fouth and weft coaft of the Cbabor and the* Euphrates a- 
fame fea. And thus far we bove-mentioned. Rezeph, man- 
may extend our conje&ures tioned by the fame {acred hi- 
concerning the countries into ftorians,and by others called^r- 
which the Ifraelitijh trifcfs were fifth, Refapba , Rizapha^ and, 
tranfported. As for the Jews, by Ptolemy , Rhadzapha, was a 
it ijf m vain to cctofult them ; city of Syria , according to‘ 
fmee, among other rabbinic Peutinger , and the Notiti* 0- 
{lories, they pretend, that the rientales ; and is by Ptolemy 
rtver Gozan , from which that placed in Palmyrene . Hamath 
country takes its name, is the is reafonably fappafed the fame 
fame with the Sabbatic river, with the antient Emeffa on the * 
which they affirm never to O rentes. The other cities or 
have run on the fabbath, but countries of Ava, Scpharwaim, 
to be guarded on both tides all Sec, out of all which the Affy~ 
the way, by a miraculous fire, rian monarchs fent their new 
to prevent people’s approaching colonies into the, Samaritan 
it. A fabulous traveller of theirs, kingdom, were all feared on the 
who affurcs us, that thofe ten fame route ; fo that thofe con* 
tribes are ilill injiatuquofin&go- querors feem to have fwept 
verned by their own kings, and away all thofe countries, as they 
ilri&obferversof thcMo/aichw, lay in their way to Palefiine* 
adds, that Gozan is in Media , and to have exchanged their 
*bout four days journey from captives from the one to the 
the city of Hemdau (7) ; but other; among which the Jfi* 
that author isntoo weB known raelitijb tribes were fent into 
to deal in Jewijh romance, to the moil remote parts rrom 
deferve any credit from any * their own land, 
but lus brethren. Ail that we The next queftion is, whether 

{hall add to wh|t has been faid, they returned into it with tile 
]•>, that Rabjhakeb the AJjfyrian Jew either under Cyrus , or 
general mentions the countries any of his fucceffors, or whe- 
of Haran , Rezeph , Hamath, ther they continue ftill there. 
&c. in his threatening letter to The generality of both Jews* 
* * * 

(-) Ih*j, tt TuM itherct, (8) If a. xxjtyii. n* a Ktngi xW, 

J h&J'f- 

and 
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their cjountry* and returned home with his army. Not 

long after* the cities of Sidm t Ace> and Palatyrus , \^ith» 

feverai # 

and Ghriftians have declared anf ty. Accordingly St. Peter 
for the latter opinion ; but we addrrifes his firft epiftle teethe 
ihali have occafion in the* fe- Jews difperfed in Pontus% Ga~ 
quel, When we refume their laiia , AJia, & c. foon after 
hiftory from the Babybnijk re- which we find them in greater 
turn* to (hew, that great num- number, not Only in Afia, but 
bem cf them Came back into in Europe and Afric, though all 
Judea along with Ezra and blended under the general name 
Jsehemiah, and are accordingly of Jews, as the Europeans are 
mentioned by thofetwo infpired in the TeriJ^dominions under 
writers, who, in their account the name of Pranks . 
of that memorable tranfa&ion, But. with refpefr to the ten 

and qf feme others that hap- tribes, ^whatever portion o€ 
pened foon after, feem to in- them might* come back with? 
cludeall thetwclve tribes with- Ezra and Hehmiah * or cyen 
out exception. And it is in- fince ; for it is plain, that num- 
deed plain, from the tenor of bers kept foil coming from all 
the feverai prophecies concern- parts, perhaps enough to veri- 
ing their captivity and return, fy the prophecies above^men- 

• that the Ifraelites, as well as tionid ; yet it plainly appears, 
the Jews, had a (hare in the that a much greater number 
promifes of being recalled, and (laid behind ; and, if we may 
dwelling again in their own believe the JewiJh hiftorian, all 
land. However, it plainly ap- the ten were foil in Media am! 
pears upon the whole, that but Perfia in his time, and fe nu« 
a (mall part of any of the ten meroua, that thfey could not be 
tribes, nor even of thofe of computed (9). All the reft of 
Judah, Levi, and Benjamin , the Jew, in confequence of 
did return, in cossrparUon of their expe&ing an univer&l re- 

* thofe who chofe to continue in ftaurationof their whole na- 
the land of their captivity,* and tion, not only believe, but &£■ 
that thofe of the former loft, firm, thofe ten to be frill ex- 
ia ; procefsof time, the diftin- tant, and diftinguiftied by their 
frion of their particular tribes, particular names under their 
and became incorporated with refpe^jtive heads, and all under 
the latter, and comprehended « one common prince, or fupreme 
.under the common name of monarch They tell us wonders 

Jvw* ; whereas we find them concerning the* regularity and 
frill difperfed, both before and fplendor of his government, 
fince the promulgation of the But, as they do the fame con- 
go(p*l, in moft provinces of cerqing that of Judah likewife, 
Afia, fee, and that many of which appears to be amerefa- 
them were converted to Chrifti- bulous kingdom, invented only 


to. 


(9; 4 nt\f l, u. c 5. 
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fcveral others* revolting froitl the Tyrians, to whom they 
•w^re fubje&, fubmitted to him. This encouraged him 
x to attempt the reduction of Tyre itfeif. But of tine bad 

to keep up their faith in Ja- the borders df the SRW! irj Muf 
cob's prophecy, of the feeptre epvitts, and Perfiansfztzr the 
not receding from that tribe Cafpianfcz^ and haveiahdfeit- 
till the coming of the Mbs- ed thofe parts during $ tong a 
siah (10) ; and as they differ feries of ages, as to have loft 
greatly in their accounts of all accounts and femembtfrace 
both, and have fluffed them how they firft came thither, 
with many rabbinic fables, fit What confirms ourconjedure, 
only for a ^Jewifh creed ; we for we only offer it as fitch, 
fhall forbear facing any^ jnore that they are the defendants 
of them : thofe, who are cu- of the ten tribes, rather than 
rious enough in fuch^things, of* that of Jfudah carried away 
*jmay, among the many authors by Nebuchadnezzar into Baby- 
who have written upon that Ion, is their northern fuuation 
fubjeft, iconfult dtalmet' s rdif with rfcfped to the land of fa - 
fertation concerning the return le/ine ; agreeable to which, the 
of the ten tribes. All that we prophet Jeremiah , fpeaking of 
Jhall add to this fecond point is, the general return of Judah and 
that we are not without fome Ifrael intolheir own land, fays, 
better evidence than that of the that they fhall come together out 
Jews* that there are Gill great , of the land of the north f to the 
numbers of their defendants, land which I heme given to 
inhabiting thofe lands of their 'their forefathers for an inherit- 
captivity, who, we are told, ance (i 2). But, whether he there 
obferve the law of Mo fit % and fpeaksbf the Babylonifb ca.pti- 
fpeak the Hebrew as their mo- vity, or, aa others think, of a 
ther-tongue, though they car: future oncu at the fecond corn- 
give no account how they came ing of the Messiah, at the be- 
into thofe parts. Among others, ginning of the millennium, ia 
z late traveller through the a point too much controverted, 
aerthern and eaftern parts of and out of ourprovince,to dwell* 
Europe and Afia ( 1 t), who has longer upon. * - . 

converfed among them,- tells The ‘third queflion, viz. 
us, they arc called ¥ Kuba or who thofe Cut hems, and other 
Kubazin, and that they inha- colonies, were, whom the Af 
bit a mountainous trad near * fyrian monarch flint to repeople 
Derbent, whofe territory is the kingdom of Samaria, more 
known to be aAtooil contiguous properly belonging to the fe- 
to that of Sbirvan, which was cond part of the Jewifh hifto* 
formerly part of the antient r>\ will be examined in a fob* 
Media ; fo that they live near fequent volutpe. 


* fyt) JP* fror <id. fuh to/, lii. ^ J 7, & out. fC). (i>jl Strahku 

berg’s defer, of tfc north -caji parti of Europe uni Afa t p. 398. (12} Jcrem * 

iu. 12, V ii. 

8 fuccefey* 
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{needs that attended him itt the attempt, we f have fpoken 
already «. # • 

Shalmaneser was fucceeded by Sennacherib (M)#> 
who, finding that Hezekiah king of 'Judah failed in the 
payment of the trihate which both he and his predeceffor 
had paid to hiit% marched againft him with a powerful 
army, and reduced a great many of his fortified towns. 
But hereupon Hezekiah^ acknowleging his fault,* agreed 
to pity to the AJfyrtan a yearly tribute of 300 talents of 

* filver, and to of gold* Though this was all he demanded, 

, yet he foon after fent his army, under the command of 
Tartan Rdbjaris (N), and Rhbfoakeh (O), to invert Jem- 
falem . Thefe, prefenting themfelvcs at the foot ot the 
city-wall, demanded a parley with ' Itezefiab's minifters ; 
Which being g^n ted, JRabjhakeh addreffed them in an 
haughty fpeecb, fetting forth thetpower of his mailer, 
and treating with the utmoft contempt not only Hezeha 9 y 
and the king of Egypt (P), in whom hf : fuppofed liezt- 

c See vol. ii. p. 371, 372.. 

(M) H{s Hebrrnv name is to the ftory we have of it in 

* Sanherib ; and it is feldom or tierodotus (48)*; but, however 

never, that we recoiled*, writ plaufible this may feem (49) at 
with any greater variation, ex- firft fight, it is feemingly con- 
cept that he may, by contra- tradi&ory to the text, which 
dion, have been called Jareb fuppofes him, if we are right, 
(4*5). to be bufie.d in the fiege of La~ 

(N) This is thought to have chijh. * He had not made his 
been rather the irnme of an attempt upon Egypt yet. We 
office, though commonly taken think we have a more natural 
for the name of aperfon, fig- account to give of the contempt 
nifytng, fbe chief of the eu - here expre&d againft the Egy» 

* touch (46). ptian ; for Set bon was then king 

(O) The^famc is obferved of of Egypt, who, being recorded 

this* as in the name above, it to have been a prieft, and to 
fignifying, The chief cup -hearer have mfhded nothing but the 
(47). ■ , functions of that office, and to 

(P) It. is tjlbught this was * have hated all military men 
done more out of mere rage, (50), it can be no wonder Sen- 
than any thing elfc, Scnnache - nacherih , Or IWs fervant for 
rib difdaining to have been dif~ him, fhould ridicule and dcfpifo 
appointed and baffled in his at- the then king of Egypt . . 
tempts upon Egypt > according 

( 45 ) H°J ca V. *3. & x. 6 . (46) T r id. Joan. Cleric . m loc* (47) Vi d* 

tund, ibtd . (48) Set W. ii. P, 79, (49) fid. Joan. Cleric . in 

(50) Sec vp/, ii, ibid. 


kiah 
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kiah to havc*placed great confidence, but even |he Gpp 
of Iff acb y observing, that as the gods of Hamath aroj. of 
drpvady the gods of Sepharvaim % Henah, and lwh {Q\ % 
had not been able to witbftand the Ajfyr'um power, Jo 
neither would theirs.^ But, in the mean time, Sennacherib 

(QJ Sir Ifaac Newton (51) ors ; and, with a current of vi+ 
ufes this* b$aft concerning the ttories, had newly overflowed 
nations, and their gods, as an all nations round about Aflyria, 
argu 1 ent for the novelty of the and thereby fet up this monarchy 
AJfyrian monarchy in thefe (53). This is a juft remark, 
days, obferving that this defo- , tending toprove what we have 
lation is recited as frefli in me- hitherto contended for, con- 
mory, and to terrify the Jews cerning the latenefs of the Afi 
(52). All the above-atidna - fyrian monarchy, in comparifon 
tion hady fill now, their five- of tjie common computation ; 
ral gods, dnst each accounted his and may account for what we 
god the god of his own land , and have as good as aflerted ($4), 
the defender thereof againji That the religion of the P ber- 
th/ gods of the neighbouring nicians and Syrians , as known 
countries , and particularly the to the Greeks, or even to them* 
gods of AfTyria ; and therefore fe Ives, to all' appearance, was 
they were never till now united of AJfyrian Origin* ; which may 
wider the Aflyrian tnonarchy , not only be "amply proved by 
efpecially fiuce the king 0/ AfTy- the ftrange nations who Were 
ria doth not boaft of their being franfplanted thither, but front 
conquered by the Affyrians oft - this Way of proving the gqd 
ener than once : but thefe being of the prevailing nation to 
(mail kingdoms , the king of Af- be ftronger than the gods of 
fyria foon overflowed * them : the vanquiftied ; which, as fal- 
Know ye not, faith Sennache ■ lacious an argument as it may 
rib to the Jews [2 Chr.xxxii, feem toils ^5), was, inthofe 
*3- ! 5*]* w ^ at * arK * m y f a " days of idolatry and fuperfti- 
thers hive done unto all the tion, found and indifputablo 
people of other lands ? . . . . dodlrine : fo Belas , or Pul f the 
for no god of any nation or AJfyrian god, having proved 
kingdom was able to deliver his himfelf too ftrong for Adad 
people out of mine hand, and the Syrian god, the former gives 
out of the hand of my fathers: place to the latter, of tourfe ; 
how much lefsftiall your God and Belus* thenceforward be- 
del iver you out of mine hand ? comes the god of the Syrians , 
hie and his fathers , therefore, in Head of the unfortunate Adad 
Piil, Tiglath-pilefer, and Shah (56). 
manefer, were great conquer* 

($l) jCfroj^t. of ant. kinjd awn<t. p. 2^3, 276* ($2) Bid. p. 

2?4* (^3) Ibid, p. 276,^277. (54) & 'tfW.il. p. 2S3I Vid. 

Ja$n t Ch’ic, tunmttt, tn he* See W. ii. p* *82, 

• P ‘ being 
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being informed, that Tirhakah (R) king of Ethiopia was 
in lull march to invade his dominions, he haftened backlto 
defend them ; and his generals, leaving Jerufalem, marched 
with all expedition after him (S). Sennacherib, before his 
departure, font a threatening letter to lExekhih, adding to 
the nations he formerly mentioned to have been conquemi 
by Affyria, Rexeph , and the child ten of Eden , which we ie 
in Ththfar * (T). He returned foon after again il'fuJah; 

but 

r z Kings xix. 8, 12. * 


( R) According to the coarfe 
of the Egyptian hillory, this 
Tirhakah can have been no 
other than the^Sabbaco (58) of 
Herodotus , who was an Ethio- 
pia, n, a great warrior, and had 
fome time before conquered 
Egypt, and held it 50 years 

(59) : he retired from Egypt 
at the expiration of that term 

(60) , and returned into Ethio- 
pia ; and by that means Sethon 
the prieft of Tulcan , as he is 
called (M), came to be king 
of Egypt . Sethon being more 
ftriftfy a prieil than a king, 
and Tirhakah , or Sabbaco , the 
great Ethiopian, confcious Se- 
thon could not pretend to make 
head again ft lo formidable a 
conqueror as Sennacherib , and 
perceiving Egypt to be in immi- 
nent danger of fubje&ion, he 
puts hirnlejf at the head of his 
army to protect Egypt , and at 
the fame time fecure his own 
country Ethiopia . Sabbaco , 
though an m Ethiopian, mu ft 
have had a great concern for 
the liberties of Egypt, not only 
as it was his barrier, and next 
neighbour, but alio as he had 
refided fo long in it as lord or 
king. He may have been ftill 


alive, though he muft have been 
a man in ye$rs ; for he did not 
die bn the throne of Egypt, but 
left it of his own accord (.62), 
We do not pretend to give this 
for certainty, but it has fuch 
an air of probability, or at 
lea ft correfponds fo nicely with 
what we read of the hillory of 
Egypt in Script u re, that vve fanfy 
the reader may be tempted to 
think this tranfa&ionmay have 
been a* we have here fuggeil- 
ed, if he would give hiinfelf 
the trouble of comparing what 
vve here fay therewith. 

(S) The hillory of this his 
war in thefe parts is very clou- 
dy : we only know in general, 
that betook fcveral cnies be- 
longing to the king of Judah , 
and perhaps fome otheYs; that 
he beiieged Lachijh ; fent to in- 
fulr Jcrufatem , and its king, 
alter he had accepted his tri- 
bute and homage in feemmg 
good part ; that he was under 
fome apprehenfiom about Tu- 
hakah king of Ethiopian and 
finally, that the grofs of his 
army was miraculoufly de- 
ftroyed. 

(T) The moft probable opi- 
nion is, that thefe places were 


f>8) See vcl. if, p . 77 . (<;9) Hut, p. 78. (00; 

( 61 ) Hid, p . 79 , ( 62 ) Ibid \ p, 7 $, 

Vqi. JV. 


Ui 
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but his army being fmitten by an angel (U), and 185,000 
of "them found dead next morning in their carripn (W), 
he marched back into Ajjyria , and took up his abode at 
Nineveh™,; where finding himfelf fallen in the efleem 
of his people (X), he grew fallen and tyrannical ; parti- 
cularly venting his rage againlt the captive Hebrews in 
his dominions, many of whom he unmercifully put to 
deaths, in revenge for his great downfal, which he may 
have attributed to them. In fhort, he behaved in fuch a 
manner, that he was grown odious in the eyes of his own 
funs, two of whom, Adr mtmclech and Sharezer (Y), flew 

him 

u 2 Kings xix. 3;. w Ibid. ver. 36. * Tobiti. 18. 

fomewhere in Syria. There is part under himfelf, and part 
a city called Refiph in Mefopota- under Rabjhakeh (75); and 
mid, near the mouth of the confequeijtly whether it was 
river Saacoras (7? ) ; and a the army under himfelf, or 
city called Rejaph, in the Pal- that under Rabjhakeh , that was 
tnyrene of Syria : w*hich of thus fwept away, or whether 
thefe may have been Rezeph , they both fuffered. After what 
we decide not ; the other cities we have already faid, we leave 
are not fo eafy to be found. the reader to fatisfy himfelf 
(U) This is a figurative ex- about this obfcurity. 
preflion common with the Jew. (X) Returning fo baffled. 

Some fuppofe this havock to wilh fuch fhame and diflionour, 
have been made " by a plague, his people could not but think 
“ or perhaps by lightning, or meanly of him, in companion 
“ a fir y wind, which blows of his predecefifors ; though 
“ fometimes in the neighbour- Shalmanefer, his father, does 
“ ingdeferts, or rather by be- noLfeem to have been very for- 
ing furprifed by Sethon and tunate in the latter part of his 
“ Tirhakab ;for the Egyptians, life. We have feenhim fhame- 
u in memory of this adion, fully beaten by the Tyrians in 
“ eroded a flatue to Sethon , a fea-fight, and his army five 
“ holding in his hand a moufe, years before their city without 
* € the Egyptian fymbol of de- any effed (76). 

flrudion (74).” (Y) It i9 fuppofed he had, 

(W) Where his camp was in the midfl: of his danger, 
at this time, is no very clear threatened to facrifice them to 
matter. It is alfo uncertain, his god ; and that they took 
whether his army was all to- this opportunity of facrificing 
gether at this time, or divided, him, that they might npt be 

(73) Etulcm tab . Jj.geograpb. iv. . (74) Sir If. Nt.<zvt, ebron. of 

tint, tnnvd. amend, p. 2S2. See alfo P* 1 faux's connect, of the Old and New 
"I 'ft. bcok i. pau u p. 24. ^7;) S'* Pan tek uln f up. {- b] See vol. p , ii. 3 71. 

facrificed 
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him as he was at his devotions in the temple of his^od 
Nifrocb , in a ftiort time after his precipitate return from 
Judea . They flew him, and fled into the land of Arme~ 
nia \ perhaps to avoid the punifhment due to their parri- 
cide (Z) : thus was he flain in the temple of his favourite 
god (A), and his third fon Efar-haddon reigned in his 
ftead z (B). 

Esar-h addon (C) [may be faid to have fucceeded toEfar-had* 

don* 

* 2 Kings xix. ver. 37. • 

facrificed themfelves (76) : what mention of Sennacherib{ 1 ), and 
grounds there are for this, we tells us, that, as he lay before 
know not. We no-where read, Pelufium with his army, fuch 
t^at any fuch unnatural fuper- fwarms of field-rats and mice 
flition prevailed among the entered his camp one night, as 
Affyrians : we may inquire in- deflroyed all their fhieldsftraps 
to this, when we coii^e to treat and bow-ftrings. This, biftiop 
of the Babylonian religion, Patrick , with feme feeming 
which rauft at lead have inclu- pad ion, calls an horrible lye(z)i 
ded that of AJfyria. and a lye it is, or rather afalf- 

(Z) If the fuppofition in the hood ; but neverth clefs confirms 
note above be true, they had in fome degree what is written 
reafon to fly for their difobe- concerning the fudden deftruc- 
dience and murder,' but, if rion of the Affyrian army (3). 
not, 'we cannot perceive but Herodotus calls Sennacherib king 
they might have juflified them- of the Arabians and Affyrians % 
felves with the people, who perhaps becaufe the Affy riant 
may not have been very forry at that time, with Peraa> or 
for Sennacherib's death, upon the land of Gilead , and Ha- 
the principle of felf preferva- math or Iturea , poflefled great 
tion ; which might have ferved part of the neighbouring Ata - 
fora plea of fome validity, if hi a. It is plain from Scripture, 
it had interfered with no part that they were, in Sennache* 
of religion or fuperttition. rib's time, matters of I*vah( 4), 

(A) We have it from Jofe- which was, according tofu* 
pbus(jy), that Ni/roch or Araf- mn$ ( 5), a province of Arabia 
cut, as he calls him (78), was Deforta. 

his moll efteemed god. Con- (C) He is alfo called Afar - 
cerning his hiftory, we have h addon y Afordan by the Sep* 
laid all we thought neceflary, tuapnt, Ajfaradin in Ptolemy' $ 
in the former part of this hi- canon, Sarchedon by Tobit 
flory (79). * "(Bo), S argon by Ifaiab (81), 

(B) Herodotus makes expreft and Afnapper by (8a). * 


(76) Patrick upi fup ♦ (77) Aptiq , fud. /. X, c. a* (q%) Ibid * 

( 79 ) See before, p, 254* (1) Heud. L iu c. 141!' "(2) Comment * 

up'iti 2 Kings xix. ( 3) See jftfepb. anti/. L X. c. 1 . ^(4) z Ktnyt 

X/ju. 34. XIX. 13. (?) fun. 2 Ksnrs xvii. 24. f lVbit 

i il* (3i) Ifaieb zu (8i) Ezra i\, xo* 

Y 2 the 
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Year of- tht; ruins, as it were, of the Ajjyrian monarchy founded by 
the flood Pul , ^nd enlarged and iftablilhed by Tiglaib-pilefer . Un- 
1638. der Sennacherib it fell to decay, either by his imprudence 
«8ef. Chr. or ill- fortune, or a mixture of both. The Medes> taking 
7 10 * advantage, it is likely, of his long and diftant abfencc, 
01 * 5 perhaps, upon the news of the fudden and general de- 
ftruflion of his army, revolted and were never after, it 
feems, reduced to the AJfyrian yoke, though Efar-haddon 3 
in the courfe of his reign, feems to have been both a va- 
lorous and fortunate prince, as well as ambitious of fupport- 
ing and enlarging the empire. He was, to all appearance, 
a mild and a gracious perfonage, and particularly kind to 
the who had been fo cruelly abufed by his father, 

Year of after his hafty return to Nineveh . He, in the beginning 
the flood of his reign, feems to have conti n fled quiet in his capital, 
1667. an( * Perhaps had enough to do to fupport his dignity at 
Bef.Chr. .home ; till after fome years, his kindred race of the Ba~ 
68 1. byhnijh kings being extinft* or fome other caufe producing 

inter* reign in that kingdom, he laid hold of the oppor- 
tunity, and united ft to the crown of AJfyria r . 

Year of Grown potent by this union, he pioceeds to eftablifli 
the flood his tottering power over the more diftant parts of his ein* 
1671. pire; and marches into Syria, and againft the remnant of 
Bef. Chr .Ifrael, and the kingdom of Judah . The remnant of 
677. ifrael he tranfplanted s , as he may have done by the rem- 
V^v^nant that may have been left of Syria ; fo that they now 
utterly ceafed to be nations ; and, in their ftead, he in- 
troduced a fupply of foreigners (H), according to the po- 
licy of his predeceflors. Having thus quite expunged 
Ifrael and Syria from the lift of nations, he proceeded to 
the reduction of the kingdom of Judah to the ftate of 
dependence it had profelfed in the time of king Ahaz % 
took Manaffeh their king, bound him in chains, and font 
foim captive to Babylon 

Elated by this flow of fuccefs, and nothing difeou- 
raged by the unfortunate attempt of his father, he conti- 

* Tobiti. 15., r Ptolem. can. aftronom. • Eara 
iv. 2, 10. * x * Chron. xxxiii. 11. 

(H) His being now called of Ifrael, recorded in the reign 
king of Babylon has been the of Skalmanefer , to his time ; 
caufe that commentators have concerning which we have de- 
joftponed the tranfplantation dared our mind already (82). 

(6a) See be ft re, in the fietft, 313. 
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nues his march, refolving to invade Egypt and Ethiopia Year of 
(I), which he did accordingly ; and, having fubduefj both the flood 
countries, and carried with him into captivity great nun> 167$. 
bers of the inhabitants, he held thofe kingdoms in fub- Bef. Chr. 
je&ion to him three years c (K). In the courfe of this war, 673. 

h e^W 

1 Ifaiah xx. 4. 

(I) Having, as we have other ; the former adding (87) 
feen, fubdued ail Syria and Pa* to what is above, ^iSo Jhall the 
leftine in a more effe&ual man- king of AiTyria lead away the 
Her than any of his predeceflors Egyptians prifoners 9 and the 
ever had ; he was the better Ethiopians captives, young and 
qualified to invade Egypt and old \ naked and barefoot ... .to 
Ethiopia. Befides, YirJ^akah the Jhame of Egypt. And they 
or Sabbaco , may have been [th t Jews'] Jhall be afraid and 
now dead ; for, according to ajhameu of Ethiopia their ex - 
the hiftory of Egypt, (83), he pj SI at ion, and of Egypt their 
muft, by this time, have been glory: and the latter (88), who, 
a very old man. He had no- prophefying the deftru&ion of 
thing then to fear from that Nineveh, and fpeaking of the 
warlike prince, and very little calamity of Egypt as a tranf- 
from Sethon (84), who was action of late date, fay s % Arttkou 
now unfupported ; and whofe better than the populous No 
kingdom, as it is reprefented [No Ammon ], that was Jituate 
to us, feems to have been, at among the rivers, that had the 
this time, in the moll proper waters round about Jt, whofe 
condition to be conquered. rampart was the fea, and her 

(K) This redu&ion and cap- wall was from the fea (89) ? 
tiVity was foretold by Ifaiah All this, in our opinion* can 
(85) ; In that day Jhall there have been effefted by no king 
be an high-way out of Egypt of AJfyria, Efar-haddon ex- 
into Affyria, and the Affyrian cepted. Archbifhop XJJher (90) 

Jhall come into Egypt, and the and Prideaux (91) afcribe the 
Egyptian into Aflyria, and the conqueft of Egypt to Sennache-r 
Egyptians Jhall ferve the Affy- rib his predeceflor. But, from 
rians. In this war the city of what we read in Herodotus (92) 
DiofpolisjNor- Ammon, or Thebes, we cannot help concluding him 
which had till then flouriihed to have fuffered fome confider- 
in great glory, is thought (86) able lofs before Pelujium, and. 
to have been miferably wafted, to have been thereby deterred 
$mdledintocaptivity, according from any further attempts upon, 
to the fame prophet and an- Egypt. t gefides, as he had not 

{%x)^ VqI 3i, p. 78. (84) Ibid. p. 79. (S$) IJaiah xix. 33. 

f 86) Set Prid. connect . of the Old and New Tejl. bwh i f part i. p. z z. tit,#. 

(87) Ifaiah xx. 4, 5. (88) Nabmn iii. 8, 10. (89 > Ibid. (90) Ujh. ^ d 

A . M. 3192. (91) Prut, connetf. /. i. parti . p . 2 &% e~/t. 

(32) Herod, I. ii. r. 141. 

Y 3 jet 
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he particularly took, by his general Tartan , the city of 
Ajbdo$ or A%otus u, which coft Pjammeticbus fo much 
Year of time to wreft from his fucceflors w . Thus did he extend 
the flood his dominions (L), and once more fpread the terror of 
‘ 1680, the Ajjymn name far a'nd. near. After a reign of many 
B#Chr*fty&irs, glorious efpecially in the latter part of it, he died; 

668. and feemingly left a character behind him equal to the 
V/vV rank he had while living ; whence, and for other rea- 

. fons. 


\ Ifaiah xx. 1. 

yet thoroughly fubdued Syria 
and j Pakjiine, he had erred 
again ft the rules of common 
prudence and policy, in at- 
tempting the redu&ionofiTgyp/ 
before he was mafter of thofe 
countries. To Afar-haddon 
a moil: favourable opportunity 
offered, after the redaction of 
Syria, to invade Egypt, that 
kingdom being then divided 
into twelve principalities. Of 
thisdiviflon E far-haddon, in all 
likelihood, tookadvant?ge, or 
of the difturbances attending 
it, and made himfelf mafter of 
Egypt. Tartan, who took 
Afhdod, was, as Prideaux ob • 
ferv£s (S9\ one of Sennache- 
rib's generals ; but we cannot 
well conclude from thence, that 
JPvvas takert in his time, fince 
Tartan might have ferved in 
■that qualify, both under Sen- 
kachetib , and his fon EJar-had- 
don , according to us, the S ar- 
gon of If af ah' (go). 

. (I.) The extent of his domi- 
nions at this time, which muft, 
one would think, have been 
more than that of any of his 
predeceiTors, is not a little 1 ' un- 
certain ; though Sir Ifaac New 
tan, in a manner, ventures to 

f $9) PriJ. ib. ( 90) JjaL XX, 

amend, f. 283. 


w See vol. ii. p. 8 3. 

deferibe it, in thefe words’: (t In 
“ the reign of Sennacherib and 
c< Afferhaddon, the Affyrian 
* empire leems arrived at its 
c greatnefs, being united under 
one monarch, and con tain - 
ing AJfyria , Media , Apollo - 
niatis , Sufiana , Chaldea , 

Mesopotamia, Cilicia , Syria , 
Phoenicia , Egypt , Ethiopia , 
and part of Arabia , and 
reaching eaftward into Ely - 
“ mais and Parttaeene , a pro- 
i( vince of the Medcs ; and if 
c< Chalach and Chabor be Cob* 
(( chis and Iberia , as fome 
ic think, and as may feem pfo- 
“ bable from the circumcifion 
“ ufed by thofe rfations till 
the days of Herodotus , we 
u are alfo to add tilde two pro- 
<c vinces, with the tw>o Arme * 
“ nias , Pont us, and Cappado ** 
" cia , as far as the river Ha - 
“ lys ; for Herodotus tells us, 
“ that the people of Cappado* 
“ cia , as far as to that river, 
“ were called Syrians by the 
* * Ore eh ( 9 0 . ’ * Media was not 
at this time fubjeft to the Af* 
fyrians. The Medesh<\d thrown 
off the yoke in. his father’* 
time, and were never after- 
wards thoroughly reduced, a3 

I» {91) Chrzr.zh of art. Amgd. 
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fons(M), we cannot be induced to think he can be, in any 
refpeft, the Sardanapalus of Ctefuis , there being no l ike- 
nefs or analogy at all between the representations *of the 
two men. 

He was fucceeded by Saofduchinus , or Saofducheus , tl>e Saofdu* • 
Nebuchadonofor of Scripture, a warlike and active prince, chimis. 
particularly remarkable for the great advantages he gained 
over the Modes , who, after fubduing feveral of the neigh- Year of 
bouring nations, had, under the conduit of their fecond the flood 
king Phraortcs , invaded Ajfyria* Nebuchadonofor raifed a 
powerful army to oppofe them, fummorting* the whole ^ hr. 
force of his wide-fpreading dominions, and hunting other 
nations of the eaft to his affiftancc. Though moft of the k/vO 
nations he fummoned received his embafladors with con- 
tempt* (R), yet he took the field in the 12th year of 
* his 

* Judith i. 5? & fcq. 

we fhall make appear in the ttion before this. The other 
hiflory of that people. we may. difeover hereafter. 

(M) lie is ililed the great (R) Herodotus confirms this 
and noble Afnapper (92). It very plainly, telling us, that 
is impoflible he ihould have the AjJyrians, Thole 1 mean, 
been reprefented as a flothful fays he (96), who lived at A 7 - 
and effeminate prince, whole neveb, who had formerly been 
life feems to have been a life of the chief of all, but were now 
the moft unwearied afti on. He deferted by their friends or vaf* 
may, it is poflible, have been fals, though neverthelefs in a 
known to the ancient Greeks good Hate to defend them- 
by the name of Sardanapalus , felves ; againft thefe, fays he, 
or AJfar-baddon-Pul (93) ; but did Fhvaortes the Mede make 
then he muft have been the war. This Pbraortes is the dr- 
great one who is called a war- phaxad above, aj» we fhall hkv* 
rior (94) ; and is faid to have occafion to oblerve in the In- 
built Tarfus and Anchiale in ftory of the Medes. It appears, 
one day, and to have died then, that Nebitchodonofor had 
peaceably in his bed (95). He led a quiet and peaceable life, 
may have been one of the till the 12th year of his reign, 
princes called Sardanapalus ; when, perceiving himfelf and 
for there were two of the fame lus kingdom in danger from the 
name, very different from one vi&orious and infuking Medes) 
another, as we have noted in he takes the alarm, and* m vices 
the flory of the Sardanapalus all the nations of the call to 
of profane authors, in the fe- his afliitancc. No two hiitori- 


()?*) Fxra iv. 10. (9;) See before, £.301. 

Fjor,', in the notes, p. 36% 307. (yj) /««/. /.joi. (yd) L . i. 

* 
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h \ s reign (S) with whlat forces he had ; and, joining battle 
with Phrmrtes in the great plain of* Rag#** defeated his 
cavalry, overturned his chariots, and, pur filing the king to 
the adjacent mountains, whither he had made his retreat, 
took him, and put him to death. After this vi&ory, he 
entered Media* took many ftrong*hoida, and, pufbtng on 
his conqueffa, {formed the famous city of licbatan^ and 
levelled it with the ground. . Flufhed beyond meafure by 
this perhaps more than expected fuccefs, he returned to 
Nineveh , where be feafted and revelled with thofe who 
had attended him in this expedition, for the fpace of 120 
daysb(T). ' ' ^ . 

And, now refuming his martial fpirit, he talks of no- 
thing lefs than being avenged on the whole earth ; and, 
chooling Hokfernes for the inftrument of his vengeance, 

b Judith i, 5, & feq. 

cal pieces can, fo far as they Paula and Eujloclium. Bat the 
are concerned together, more author pf the Greek verfton, 
i Hull rate each other than He - after telling us, that Nebucha - 
rodotus , and this book of Ju r donofor waged war with Arpha- 
ditb. And here, by the way, xad> or Phraortes, in the great 
we may, in this didrefs of Ne- plain of R<%au, in the 1 2th 
huebadonofor , perceive fome year of his reign (i), contra- 
hkenefs of the cafe of Sardana - ^i6ts himfelf in the fame chap- 
falusy who, when he was be- ter, faying, that this war was 
iieged in Ninweb, is faid to waged, the victory obtained, 
have fent out to all the n^- and the king of the Medes 
tions to come to his fuccour 5 killed by Nebuc hadonofor^ in the 
though thereupon we have tyth year of his reign (i). 
noted, that, in his cafe, it Thefame raiftake is to be found 
ihuft have been quite impra- in our verfion. 
dicable, if not impoflible, for (T) This fuccefsful war of 
him to do it (9). He fhould Saofduchinus , or Nebucbadono- 
have done it before he was for, again!!: the Medes, is ex- 
blocked up in his city ; upon adtly almoft What Ctefijis writes 
the whole, $hjs muft be the of Sardanapalus (3) : it is the 
ftory which is there told by the fame ftory inbft carelefly toH 
romantic hiftorian Ctefias and this feafl is certainly the 

(S) Thus we read in the fame Sardanapalus is faid to 
latin trahflation of the book have given hii victorious army 
of Judith done by Jerm from (4), 4 ‘ ’* ,f * 

the Chaldee , at the requeft of 

( 9) See before , p. 304/305. (l) Judith u I. (a) M 4 . 

W- l h *4*, (3) See before, p. 303, (4; Ibid . p. 304, 
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as he was the commander in chief of his troops, he orderi 
him to go forth at the head of a powerful army, (a put 
all to the fword who (hould oppofe him, and referve fuch 
as fubmitted to be punifhed by himfelf c . ,As to the 
cruelty with which thefe orders were executed ; the dread 
and. terror that mercilefs general ftruck into the countries 
through which he marched ; the courageous refolution 
taken by the Jews to withftand the mighty conqueror ; 
the great (freights to which the city of Betbulta, and the 
whole nation', were reduced ; their miraculous deliverance; 
and, laftly, the (laughter of the Affyrian army'}* the reader 
will find a diftinft and minute account of thefe particulars 
in the book of Judith, and to that we rtftr him i . 

Saosihjchinus was fucceetjed by Chynalydan , or Sa- Year of 
rec (Z), as Bofyhijtor calls him. In his reign the Medes, the flood 
having Cynarcs, the fan* of Phraortes, at their head, a young 1 7 °°- 
and warlike prince, not only recovered what the Affyriam ^hr. 
had taken from thpm after their vi&ory in the plains of ® 4 8 - 
Ragau, but utterly defeated them in a pitched battle, and 
obliged them to (helter thcmfelves behind the walls of 
Nineveh their metropolis, to which they laid clofe fiege. 

But they were foon obliged, by the irruption of the Scy- 
thians, to abandon the enterprize, and employ their arms 
in the defence of their own country e . 

"In the mean time NabopalaJTar , a Babylonian, whom 
Chynaladan had entrufted With the command of his troops 
in Chaldea , taking advantage of the low ebb, to which 
the AJJ'yrian power was reduced, revolted from him, and 

B Judith ii. i— 13. f Ibid, i,— — ay. « Heroo. 

1. i. c. 104. 1. ii. c. 1. & 1. vii. c. 29. 

(Z) This name may have Suidat (18) diftingudhed, the 
been contracted from Sarche- one as a warrior, the othw as 
Jan, as Sarchedon was from an effeminate man (19). The 
Aferbadon, AJferhadon-pul, or great AJftrhadm {20) was the 
Sardana pah u •'( 1 6). Here we former; and this king, who, 
fetming ly fee, then, whence according to our fuppofidon, 
we are to derive the two Sar- muff have been the fecond ef 
d an a p alus's in profane authors the name, was the latter. 

1 1 7), and particularly thofe in 

(i< 5 ) Sir If. Nrwt. eim. tf ant. k'mgd. amend, f. 295. (17} See 

before , in the notes, p, 300. ( 1$) Advocem XdtpXav&Ta ( l $) & {S 
hfire, in the notes, ibid \ ( %c) Set before % f t 3*3* 

(avKoti 
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^hynala- feized oh the kingdom of Babylon for hinrfelf b . Chynala - 
dan bums dan , f terrified at the news of this revolt, and dreading the 
his palace calamities ready to befal him, fet fire to his palace, and 
and him - wasconftuned with all his wealth in the flames c ( A). The 
V eI f- AJJyrian 

b Polyhist. apudSyncel. chton. p. 210. etita Graec. Eufeb. 
Seal- p. $8, 39. c Id. ibid. 

( A ) He dreaded perhaps the no fuch great wonder, that they 
fury of fuSh implacable ene- ftould take the moil effectual 
lilies as thefe may have been, way to deftroy both themfelves 
and particularly of Cyaxares , and what belonged to them, 
the fon of Phraortes (35), who that the enemy might not 
was determined to avenge his quench the thirit of his rage 
father’s death, who mud have witheheir blood, or enrich him- 
been the fame with the Arpha - felf with their fpoils. The 
xad of the Apocrypha (36) 5 or motive to this, in thofe that 
perhaps the efxcefs of his pride have fuffered it, may be aferi- 
was iuch, that he could not bed to the higheft fort of re- 
bear the thoughts of captivity, venge ; it being the only me- 
or a private life, but chofe ra- thod they could take to difap- 
ther to undergo the moft cruel point the enemy, and make him 
jofdeaths,evenburning himfelf. a fufFerer even by their de- 
Itisobferved (37) to be very ftruftion. 
extraordinary, thajt fo many We have made it our buli- 
havc voluntarily undergone nefs, in feveral preceding notes, 
this moft exquifite torment, to fliew, that there are two 
when they had it in their choice Sardanapalui s in profane wri- 
to put an end; to life fo many ters ; and that thefe two can 
other ways. In the cafe of have been no other than the 
thofe who have burnt them- great Afferhadon king of Af- 
felves merely to put an end to Jyria (38), who may have been 
their days, without any fort of the fecondof the name, as the 
eonftfaint, after the manner of contra&ion of the prefent, 
the Indians , religion or fuper- which is all we have of it, feenis 
ftition may be urged in their to imply.* The profane ac- 
behalf, than which nothing has counts, as we have feca, re- 
a more powerful effefl upon the prefent the one to have been a 
minds and tempers of men. great magnificent prince, and 
Bat, in the cafe of SareUmapalm to have built even two cities in 
and others, who may have dread- one day, as Tarfus^ and Ancbi- 
cd a fevere conftraint of per- ale, and to have died peaceably 
fon, ora lofs of life by the hand and quietly in his bed (39); 
of a remorfelefs enemy j it is the other a lUggard, who pe- 

(3$) Herodot, /. i. f. ioa. (36) Judith i. 1 (37) If. Cafaub. 

in not . ad At hen . /. xii. c. 7. {38 ) §cc before, in the notes, p, 323* 

(39) Ashen, deipnof /. xii. p. 529. 


riihed 



C VIII. Tbs Hijtory of the AffyriansJ $ 3 1 

Jflyr'tan empire fubftfted ftveral years after his death Year of 
(B) 5 but, as to his fuccefTor$, we are left quite in «the the flood 
dark. All we know for certain, is, that It was in die end , 7 22 * 
overturned ' by the Medes and Babylonians, Thus fell tbe® e ^ 


rifhed in the flames that con- 
fumed his palace, his fervants, 
and his treafures (40). The 
former then mull have been 
the great AJJerhadon, or Sar - 
dan-pul, of Scripture, and the 
latter mull have been this ob- 
fcure prince Sarac , Sarchedon , 
or Sar don-pul. 

(B) Joftphus was of this opi- 
nion ( 1 ), and likewife St. Je- 
rom (2); and it is intirely 
agreeable to the computation 
of the bell chronologers, tHofe 
efpecially whom we have fol- 
lowed, For, according to 
them, Chynalzdan , or Sarac , 
came to the crown of Affyria in 
the year of the world 3356, of 
the flood \ 700, before Christ 
648 ; and reigned, according to 
Poly hi ft or, 22 years ; fo that 
he mull have died in the year 
of the world 3378, of the flood 
1722, before Christ 626. 
Now that the kingdom of Af- 
fyria fubfiiled many years after 
his death, ismanifeft both from 
Scripture, and profane hillory. 
From Scripture we learn, that, 
when Jo/tab was -killed by Pha- 
raoh -is echo king of Egypt , 
there was Hill a king of Aft 
Syria { 3) ; and his death hap- 
pened 16 years after that of 
Cbytudad in. Among the pro- 
ftne hiftorians, Heiodotus tells 
us ,(4), that Nineveh was not 
taken, nor, of courfe, the Aft 


Syrian empire overturned, till 
the Scythians, who had broken 
into Afia, were driven out ; and 
their expulflon happened 20 
years after the death of Chyna - 
ladan, that is, in, the year of 
the world 3398, of the flood 
1742, before Christ 606. 
In that very year a war broke 
out between the Medes and Ly- 
dians, which laded five years 
($). During that time the 
Medes were not in a condition 
t? renew their attempts againll 
the Affyrian empire, which 
had been interrupted by the 
fudden invalion of the Scythi- 
ans 1 and the revolted Babylo- 
nians had not yet fufficient 
flreagth to reduce that power 
by themfelves. -But no fooner 
was a peace concluded between 
the two nations at war, than 
the Mede and Babylonian, that 
is, Cyctxares and Nebuchadnez- 
nar , his father Nabopalajftar 
being then dead, entering into 
an alliance, marched with their 
combined forces againll Nine- 
veh, and, in the end, made 
themfelvet, mailers both of that 
metropolis and empire ( 6 
And thus have we fettled the 
time of this great event, which, 
according to this computation, 
happened in the year of the 
world 3403, of the flood 1747* 
before Christ 601. 


( 4 °) Sec before, p. 306. (1) Jofeph, ant : q. 1 . ix. c, II. & l XX. f. 6. 

(2) Hic>. prafjt. in Juiiam* (?) 2 King* xxiii. 29. (4 J Ilricdot. 

l. 'u e. 106. ( 5) Id, ibid, c. 73, 74, (6 ) Id. hi. c. 106, 

Ttkitc. alt . ver, tdt. 
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The Hijlory of the Babylonian*. * B, f, 
empire of Affyria , or in fome fuch manner, purfbatit; to 
what Aad been foretold by the prophets m , who can he 
imderftood of no other tnan the monarchy founded by 
Pul, wHo firft began to affiidt I/rael and Judak % and the 
neighbouring nations $ and whofe fucceffors were the firft 
that attempted to extingui(h the great nations on this fide 
of the Euphrates y but were in the end extinguished them* 
frfves ; fo that AJfyria being expunged from the book of 
nations, and her records long fince no more, falflhood has 
been invented and propagated to preferve her the honour 
which truth could not pay her. Concerning her w<| 
fhould have had next to nothing of genuine to relate* but 
for the plain affiftance of Scripture, and the moft ineuima^ 
We concurrence of Ptolemy's agronomical canon . 


CHAP. IX. 

• • 

The Htftoty of the Babylonians. 
SECT. I. 

The Defcription of the Country of Babylon, on 
Chaldaea. 

T HIS country was known, in the moft antient times, 
by the names of Shinar , Sbinaar , &c. The name 
of Shinar it feems to have retained even in Daniels time 
As for the name of Babylon , it is univerfaliy fuppofed to 
have been borrowed from that of the tower of SabeL 
and the name of Cbaldaa from the Chaldaans> or Chafi 
dim b . 

These two names Sometimes extend to the whofe 
country, being indifferently taken for each other, and 
fometimes are limited to certain parts ; by Babylon , or 
Babylonia , being meant the country more immediately in 
the neighbourhood of the city of Babylon ; and by Chal- 
dea. that which extends fouthward to the Berfan gulf. 
Cbaldtea is ufed by thefacred writers, for the whole country < ; 

“ See'Bai. x. c— 20. xiv. 25. xxx. 32. xxxi. 8, 9. Ezek., 
xxxi. 3, 17. Nahum iii. 18, 19. * Dan. i. 2. See 

vol. i. p. 323. b Jofeph. antiq. 1. i. c. 7. See vol. i. 

p. 368. * Jerem. xxiv, 5. xxv. 12. 1 . 8, &c. Ea»h. 

ill. 13. 

and 
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and Babylonia , generally fpeaking, by the profane d . It 
lies between 30 and 35 degrees of north latitude ; gn<f 
was bounded, according to Ptolemy*, on the north by 
Mefopotarnia , on the eaft by the Tigris, on the weft by 
Arabia Defer ta, and on the fouth by the Perjian gulf, 
and part of Arabia Felix. Li Babylonia , properly fo called, Citm •/ 
or as a diftinft province from Chaldea , were the following note in Ba- 
ri ties ; Babylon , the metropolis of that kingdom, which by lam, 
we (hall defcribe in thf reign of Nebuchadnezzar , to 
whom, in great meafure, it owed its grandeur ; Y°l°gtjt* 
or Vologefocerta , built on the Euphrates by Voldfcefts king 
of the Partbia ns in the time of Vefpafian { \ Barfit&t % 
probably Strabo's Borftppa h , facred to Diana and Apollo, 
famous in Strabo's time for a woolen manufacture, and 
the feat of a certain feft .of Chaldeans , thence called B#* 
rifippeni * j Idiccara on the Euphrates , and the borders of 
Arabia Deferta j Coche in the ifland Mefene , formed by 
the Tigris, Sura , and Pombedithc , of which the fituatioa 
is very uncertain. 

In Chaldea Ptolemy places the following cities ; Spunda , 
Batracharta , S ha la t ha, Altha, and Teridon , all on the 
JTigris . In the inland country were, according to the 
fame geographer, Chuduca, Chumana, Bethana , Ore hoe * 

Biramba, and feveral others, equally unknown. Same 
will have Orchoe to be the Ur of the Chaldeans, where 
Abraham was born ; but others, perhaps upon better 
grounds, fuppofe the Ur mentioned by Ammianus Marcel- 
linus k, and placed by him between the Tigris and the 
city of Nifibis , to have been the birth-place of that pa* 
triarch l . ’Tis true, that the Ur mentioned by Ammianus 
flood in Mefopotamia ; but, that part of Mefopotamia , 
namely, that which lay on the Tigris , was antiently com- 
prifed under the name of Chaldea , appears plain, not only 
from profane writers, but from Scripture *. 

In antieat times the Babylonian name, extending far be- 
yond the limits both of Babylonia and Chaldea , comprifol 
all, or the greater part, of the provinces fubjeCl to the 

d Diodor. l.ii. c. 11, 12. Strabo, l.xvi. fubinit Comn. 

I. v. c. 12. c Ptol. 1 . v. cap. ult. f Idem ibid. 

Plin. 1 . r. c. aj£>. Ammian. 1 . xxiii. c. 20. * Ptql. 

ibid. * Strabo, 1 . xvi. p. 509. 4 Idem ibid. 

* Ammian. 1. xxv. c. 26. 1 Vid. BocharT. Lii* 

ph*leg. c. 10. & Grotivm in Gttief. i>. 31. m Sec 

A$fl ?ii. a, 4. 
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Babylonian empire (L). But as we have already defcribed 
fomc of thofe countries, and fhall fpeak of the others 

in 

(L) The limits of the Ba - €t Zeugma upon Euphrates $ 
by Ionian empire were much the ,c and a large region on this fide 
fame with thofe of the Af - fi the Euphrates, inhabited by 
fyrian empire, after the revolt <e the Arabians and Syrians, 
of the Modes ; and hence the “ properly fo called , as far as 
Baby Ionian % name was almoft “ Cilicia, and Phoenicia, and 
as widely extended as the A ft “ Libya, dnd the fea of E- 
fyrian ; and indeed they are fre- u gypt, and the Sinus Ifiteus.” 
quently ufed the one for the a little after, defcribifjg^ 
other, though this latter feems the extent of the 
the moft generally to have had region, he “ bounds it onfcfctt 
the afcendant and pre-eminence, “ north with the Armenimt& 
as being prior, and, as it were, “ and Modes , unto the mem* 
fuperior to the former. “ Be- u tain Zagrus ; on the weft' 
Ct rofus faith. That Nebuchad - “ fide, with Sufa, and Ely - 
“ nezzar held Egypt, Syria, “ mass, and Paratacene , in- 
“ Phoenicia, and Arabia ; and “ clulively ; on the fouth witlji 
“ Strabo adds Arbela to the ** the Perfian gulf, and Chal- 

territories of Babylon ; and, “ d#a ; and, on the weft, with 
“ faying that Babylon was an- “ the Arabes Scenita , as far as 
“ tiently the metropolis of Af ** Adiabene and Gordy tea." Af- 
“ fyria, he thus deferibes the terwards, fpeaking of Sufiana 
“ limits of the AJfyrian em- and Sittacene, a region between 
“ pire [or more properly the Babylon and Sufa , and of Pa - 
“ Babylonian ] : Contiguous , r&tacene and Goffaa, and Ely - 
*« faith he [i. xvi.], to Perfia tnais , and of the Sagapeni and 
“ and Sufiana are the Aflyri- Siloceni , two little adjoining 
“ ans ; for fo they call Baby- provinces, he concludes [lib. 

4 ‘ Ionia, and the greatefl part xvi. p. 745.], ^ And thefe are 
u of the region about it ; part “ the nations which inhabit 
“ of which is Atturia, wherein (( Babylonia eajlward : to the 
“ Ninus [or Nineveh], and C( north are Media and Arme- 
“ Apolloniatis, and the Ely- “ nia, exclufively ; and weft* 

“ means, and the Paractacie, (i ward are Adfabene and Me* 

“ and Chalonitis by the mom - “ fopotaraia, inclullvcly ; the 

“ tain Zagrus, and the fields “ great eft part of Adiabene is 
u near Ninas, and Dolomene, (C plain , the fame being part of 
“ and Chalachene, and Cha- “ Babylonia : in feme places it 
“ xen e,and Adiabene, and the f( borders on Armenia ; for tht 
“ nations of Mefopotamia near (t Medcs, Armenians, and Ba- 
“ the Gordyaeans, and the My- u bylonians , warred frequently' 

“ gdones about Nifibis, unto “ on one another (60).” We 

(60) Sir If. Jtiewt. ebron, of ant. kingd. am:nd, p. 324, 325, 

here 
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in their proper places, we have confined ourfelves here 
to Babylonia and Chaldaa y properly fb called. # * 

This country enjoys an air very temperate and whol- Climate 
fome for the moft part, though at certain feafons of the andferti - 
year no air can be poffibly more dangerous. The heats lity. 
are fo extraordinary here, that the richer fort were ufed 
to fleep in tubs and citterns of water p j nor could they 
bear* to live without this pernicious practice, which ftili 
continues, as is well known to all, who have travelled 
into thofe parts: at certain feafons this country is # cxpofed 
to, a peftilential .wind, much talked of by modern tra- 
vellers. It feldom or never rains here for certain months 

the year ; ip that the inhabitants in the northerrooft 
tmb generally all over it, are at great labour and 
rtogvble Jn watering -their lands, the engines and. wheels 
they make ufe of for that purpofe being fo nu- 
merous, especially along the banks of the Euphrates , as 
fometimes to hurt the navigation of the river This 
drought continues commonly eight months of the year a ; 
nay, it has been fometimes known not to have rained 
here for two years and an half together ; and the inhabit- 
ants reckon, that, if it does but rain* twice or thrice in 
*the year, it is enough for their purpofe b^: this is remarked 
by Herodotus c , who fays, that in the land of the AJfyrians 
it feldom rained ; and that, though the country was quite 
like Egypt , its fertility was not caufed by the inundations 
of the river, as in that country, but by die painful labour 
of the inhabitants, who either actually watered it by 
hand, or dug trenches, and other conveyances of that 
kind, for its refrefhmcnt and fecundation \ though, how- 
ever, the fame fort of labour is neceflary even in Egypt d . 

The foil being rich, the climate in general excellent, and 
the induttry of the inhabitants what it ought to be, this 
country for fertility ufed to vie with any other fpot on 
ths face of the earth. We have feen it compared to 
Egypt) as above j and the fouthermoft parts of it between 

* PiuTAitcii. fympof. 1 . iii. p. 640. * See Leon. 

Rau wolf’s travels ip to the eaftern country, part ii. c. 6. p* 

160. 1 Vid. Porch, pilgr. vol.i. c. iz, p. 62. b Raw- 

wolf ubi fup. p. 152. c L. i. c. 193. Vid. & St ran. 

I. xv. p. 692. * See vol. i. p. 416. 

here fee Affywa and Babylonia empire, butts the feme count- 
moft remarkably confounded try. 
together, net only as the fame 

the 
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the rivers may be particularly compared with the Delta of 
that country, it being, like that, made up of endlefs 
iflands, feme formed by nature, and fome by art ; land is 
befides almoft under the fame parallel of latitude : nor is 
the other part of it, Chaldea properly fo called, between 
the Euphrates and the mountains of Babylon , as they are 
commonly termed, much left watered by rivers and canals 
conduced from the Euphrates , and large rdervoits or 
lakes borrowed from the fame river* And hence it is that 
Herodotus « compares this country with Egypt \ and heiicd, 
together With the excellence of its foil, it was fo fruit* 
ful, that the fame author f thinks that what he could fay 
on that fubieCfc would appear incredible to fuch as bad not* 
like himfelf, been eye-witneffes of its fertility; he adds* 
thar, for the plenty of its productions, it was reckoned to 
be a third part of Afia , that is, of the Perjian empire ; and 
that, in the fame year, it yielded three hundredfold, but 
two hundred moil commonly. * « 

Product- Being a country well watered, for the moft part low 
ortsn and flat, it may* have abounded with willows : whence 
it came to be called The valley of willows, as Prideanx 
« would, after Bochart , mend the text h . The palm alfo 
flouriftied naturally all over this land, and chiefly that of 
the date-kind, as we underftand our author *, Which af- 
forded them, as he exprefles himfelf k , meat, wine, and 
honey, though the vine, the olive, and the fig-free, were 
what this otherwife happy country could not boaft of ** 
no more than her After Egypt . But, for grain, it exceeded 
every other land ; the millet and the fefame fhot up here 
to the fize of trees, and the leaves of the barley and wheat 
were ufually four good fingers broad m . The fefame af- 
forded them oil, inftead of the olive ; and the palm wine* 
inftead of the grape n . In fhort, for vegetable productions 
it may be jultly compared with Egypt % and to dwell on 
them would be little better than repeating what we have 
already laid 

Rivers, All this fertility mult have been greatly owing to the 
canals, rivers Tigris and Euphrates , which in the months of Jme t 
July % and Augafl, overflowing their banks, laid the coun- 
try under water ; the fnow in thofe months melting in 
great quantities on the mountains of Armenia* But thefe 

* Ht rod. 1 . i. c. 193. e Ibid. f Conned, of the 
hilt, of the Old and New Tcft. part i. book i. p. ioj, 8vo* 
* Ifai. kv. 7. * HsRODOT*,ttbi flip. k Ibid. 1 Ibid* 

» Ibid. a Idem ibid. • See vpl* i. p. 417, fcfeqq. 

; 7 inundations 



C AX. the Hi/lery of tbt Babylonians. 

inundations proving very detrimental, the inhabitants 
guarded againft them by numbers of artificial river* and 
canals, whereby the waters were diftributed, the country 
in general benefited, and an cafy communication effected 
between the inhabitants. As to thefe canals, the amients 
are nqt only conftifed, but often contradid each other, 
in the descriptions they give us of them. We (hall, how- 
ever, tranfcribe here what we have been able to gather 
from the moft exaft geographers of antiquity concerning 
them. The Euphrates , according to Ptolemy t * f above 
Babylon near a town in Mefopotamta called Sipphara, di- 
vides itfdf into : two branches, the one running t&;Bdby- 
hn, and the other to Seleucia, where it falls into the 27- 
gris. ^The tatter was, if we believe P//ny% partly* at 
Jeaft, artificial; for he places Seleucia at the confluence ©f 
the Tigris and- the Euphrates, adding, that the Euphrates 
was conyeyed to it by a canal. But a modern learned 
writer, upon his authority, fuppofes that branch to have 
been wholly artificial, and ranks it among the ftupendous 
works of Nebuchadnezzar r. Between the two above- 
mentioned branches, an artificial chanel was cut from 
the Euphrates above Babylon to the Tigris at Apamea , 60 
° miles and upwards, below Seleucia . As this chanel was 
fo large as to be navigable by great veffels, it was thence 
Called, in the Chaldaan language, Naarmalcha , which an- 
fwers Ptolemy' s« Bafileios Pc tamos, or Royal River, In- 
ftead of Naarmalcha , we read, in Jfidorus Characenus 
Narmacha \ in 'iojimus c , Narmalaches \ in Abydenus v, 
Armacales ; and, in Pliny w , Armalachar. But Ammianus 
Marcellinus * calls it by its true name Naarmalcha , which 
he rightly interprets tbt Royal River . From the Naar- 
malcha the emperors Trajan and Sever us, in their wars 
with the Partbians, dug a new canal to the Tigris near 
Coche on the weft* and Cteftphm on the raft fide of that 
river y , As theft canals were all dug by kings or em- 
perors, they all juftly claimed the title of Naarmalcha ; 
but mo$ authors agree in beftowing it, by way of pre- 
eminence, on one only, Pliny \ Ammianus \ and Po- 
lybius b , by thtNaaimalcba feem to underftand the branch 

f Prox. tv. c. 17. q Pun. L vi. c. a6. r Ptin. 
conned, book ii part i, p.,103* 1 Ism. Charac. inStath. 

Parth. * 2 , 0 s , 1 . iii. 0.34. tt Abyd* apud Evseb. 
prsep. I. ix. c. 41. * Pljn. 1 . vi. c. z 6 . x Amm* a*. 

i. xxiV. c. zi. V Zos, 1 . iii. c. a*, * Pun. ubi 

fopra. 4 Ammi ak. ut>i fupra, b Pobyb. 1 . v. c. 5 1. 

Voi.IV. 2 ■ * 
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of the Euphrates , that fell intp the Tigris at Seleuciq. 
But Ptolemy** Naarmalcha, or Bafileios Potamos , extended 
from* the Euphrates to the Tigris.. zt Apqmea c \ and with, 
him Bocharty and moft of the modem geographers, agree. 
This canal was dug by Nebuchadnezzar Abydenus in- 
forms us d , to convey the waters of the Euphrates, when 
it overflowed, into the Tigris before they leached J Bhbj:Un$ 
One of thefe chanels is mentioned by Ezekiel under the 
name of Cbebar* % or, as the Greek versons have it, Cho* 
bar, which moft interpreters fuppofe to ha.ve been hpr? 
rowed fit^m Gobaris or Gobryas, the name of the gover- 
nor, who was appointed, as Pliny informs us r * to oyer-, 
look the work, and probably the fam e Gobryasy .who af- 
terwards revolted, from the Babylonians to C^V^ f ^as will 
be related in a more proper place 5 which of the abpve-men- 
tiohed chanels the prophet {poke of under t^t name^wewill 
not take upon us to determine. At fome dipnoc to the 
weftward of Sipphara was another river, called, byPr^roy S 
thtNaarfareSy but, by Abimianus 3 the 9 Marfes oxMarftas K 
This too was, according to Jftolmyy a branch of the Eu- 
phrates , running weft of Babylon , and mixing again with 
the Euphrates near Vologefia. Bochart fuppofes this river 
to be the Nurraga , mentioned byP//«y *, among tbeftrearoso 
that watered the country of Babylon . At the diftance of 
800 furlongs from Babylon to the fouth was another canal, 
called by Arrian Pallacopas k , and by Appian Pallacotta l > 
derived from the branch of the Euphrates that pafled 
through Babykn* and conveyed to certain lakes or marches 
in Chaldaa . On this canal or river, as Arrian calls it, 
Alexander failed from the Euphrates to the above-men- 
tioned lakes m . Strabo deferibes the courfe of this canal, 
though he does not name it n , as will plainly appear* if w# 
compare what he writes of one of thefe canals, with what 
we read of this in Appian and Arrian . But it wpuld be 
labour m vain to attempt the tracing out, even with the 
Belt helps, thefe and the other numerous branches and 
canals, ' which watered the antient country 0 i Babylon. 
Many pf .them that have been formerly confiderable, 
now no mote 5 and others have been formed finpe, that 

• Pt^x.. L v. c. 17. d Apug Euseb. ubi, fup, , ® Ewfc. 
1.3. &tii. 15, 23. f Plin. 1 . vi. c. 26. 8 Ptol. 

1. v. c. to. h Ammian. 1 , xxiii. c. 21. * Plin, \, vu 

c. 26. * k Arrian, exped. Alex. 1 . Vii. J Appian. 

bell, civil. 1 . ii. fub lift. • Arrian, ubi fopra. ® Strabo, 
); xvi p. s i 9 » . ■' / 
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were not in ancient days $ for a country fo prodigioufly 
watered, fo low Withal, and fo fubjedl to the violence 6f 
extraordinary inundations from two fuch great rivers as 
the Tigris and Euphrates , and fo negle&ed, as it hap 
been for feveral ages, muft have often and coofiderably 
changed face fince the time Ptolemy flourished $ and it 
is next to impoflible to deferibe it, fuch as it was while 
the, feat of empire, or when it had flrength and riches 
fufScient to take care of its numerous banks, and to keep 
them in repair. 

Thus far of the branches of the Euphrates y we lhall^r Eu- 
now fpeak of the river itfelf. We have already taken no-phrates. 
tice of its name y : as for its fource, it fprings from the 
mountains of Armenia , continues its courfe fouthward, 
wafhing the eaftern fkirts of Syria , fouth-eaflward divide- 
ing Arabia ftofri Mesopotamia , and north -eaft ward, fepa- 
rating likewifc Chaldea and Babylonia from Mefopotamia , 
till, mixing With tts^fellow-travejlcr the Tigris > it fells at 
length into the Perftan gulf. This great river is flow, 
for the moft part, in its courfe *, and, not well adapted 
throughout for navigation, fome parts of it being fhoal, 
and fome rocky* It is not navigable, we are told, by the 
larger fort of barks, lower than a place called Roufvaine a j 
but the fmaller craft may go down quite to Balfora . Beyond 
Roufvaine there are rocks which are dangerous for the lar- 
ger veflel$ b , butdafily avoided by the fmaller. Our author 
is of opinion, that the Euphrates might, with very little 
trouble, be made -navigable, even by great barks, quite to 
the Tigris , only by clearing the chanel of the ftones with 
which it is choked up in fome places. At Roufvaine , a vil- 
lage at a fmall diftance from the Euphrates , the goods are 
put afbore, and carried upon camels to Bagdad , a day’s 
journey diftant, where they are embarked on the Tigris , 
and conveyed to Balfora c. The Euphrates , in fome places, 
divides itfelf into fo many broad branches, that the pilots 
are at a lofs what way to fleer <*. Though it is not, as we 
have obferved above, rapid in its courfe, its water is fo 
continually foul, that there is no drinking it till it has fettled 
ftk a time, or been paffed through a cloth or a flrainer * ; 
and then it is lighter, and preferable to any other in thefe 
parte : whence the river is known to the neighbouring peo- 

y See vol. i. p. 1 18. 2 Rauwolf ubi fup. part ii. c. 1. 

p. 1 26. 2 The venot. voyage au Lev, part i. c. 9. p. 40. 

» Idem ibid. c Rauwolf ubi fup. 44 Idem ibid. 

• Idem ibid. 
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pie, by a name which fignifies the water of defire 1. The 
fifh of the Euphrates are alio reported to be excellent in 
their kind ; and particular notice is taken of one ibmewhat 
like a carp, which fometimes weighs 17 or 18 pounds m . 

The antient way of navigating this river has fomenting, 
very lingular and extraordinary in it. The veffels thpy u&d 
were round, without diftinftion of head or ftern, and no 
better than great wicker-baikets coated over with hides, 
which they guided along with two oars, or paddles. Theft 
velTels wgre of different lizes, and fome of them capable of 
carrying i burden of palm- wine, or other merchandize, to 
the weight of 5000 talents, having, according to their fize, 
afles on board. When they had thus fallen down the river 
to Babylon , andmnloaded their cargo, they fold the velfel ; 
but kept the hides, and, loading {heir aflcs with them, re- 
turned home by land, the rapidity of the ftream not allow- 
ingthem to return by water n . 

The Euphrates now difembogue9 jtfelf into the Tigris^ 
below Bagdad j and the rivcrj made up of thefe two 
joined in one, is called by the Arabs Schat-al-Aarab, that 
is, the river of the Arabs. It is highly probable, that the 
Euphrates at firft emptied itfelf into the fea by a mouth of 
its own ; and that its waters were afterwards conveyed, by 9 
art, partly into the Tigris , and partly into the marlbes of 
■Chaldeea, which we have mentioned above. Of this opinion, 
among the antients, was Pliny, who, fpeaking of the Eu- 
phrates and Tigris, tells us, that the mouths of thefe two 
rivers were, according to fome, 27, according to others, 
only 7 miles diftant ; that they were both navigable j but 
that the Orobenianst and other neighbouring people, had 
king ago flopped the courfe of the Euphrates , to water 
their lands •, Co that it was no longer conveyed into 
the fea by a mouth of its own, but by that of the Pafiti~ 
gris ®. jBut of this river, before it was branched out by art 
into the feveraJ chanels we have mentioned, we can give no 
tolerable account, having been left quite in the dark, as to- 
its primitive ftate, by the facred as well as the profane wri- 
ters. The former only tell us, that there were feveral ri- 
vers at Besbylon v; and that one of them was called Chebar r 
as we have obferved above ; an account of that river, in 
the more early times, being foreign to their parpofe. , As 
for the profane writers, fome of tbofe chancls were more 

1 Thevekot, ubi fup. 01 Rauwolf, ubi ftp. » Ha- 
ve, dot. 1. i. 0,194. 0 Pun* 1- vi, c, *7. F Waft 

caxxvu. . 
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stotiettt than the meft early among them, who confeqttent* 
ly muft have been no lefs in the dark ftan we are. 

This country is particularly remarkable for having in- 
ciofed, ‘according to the rooft rational opinion, within its 
limits>.at teaft great part of ParaiifeX Here alio was the 
great plain of Shinar , now Sony Jr , where the whole race . 
of mankind were gathered together in one body after the 
flood, and whence they difperfed themfelves over the face 
of the earth r . The mins of Babylon , and whaV remains 
of the tower, as fuppofed, of Babel, tnight here claim a 
place, had not another more proper occurred in the former 
part of this work *. 


SECT. II. 

The Antiquity, Government, * Laws , Religion, Cu- 
Jtoms , Arts, Learning , and Trade, of the Baby- 
lonians. 

‘ ISABEL is the firft kingdom we find mentioned in Seri- Antiquity. 

pture, and, in point of antiquity, was prior to that 
of Affur , though, according to the common courfe of hi- 
ftory, it muft appear after it. Nimrod was the founder of 
it ; but, for many ages, it evidently appears 'to have re- 
mained a petty royalty, till the AJfyriams paved the way to 
the empire it attained. Should it be allowed, that, even 
under Nimrod, it rofe to any height of power, nothing 
feems more natural than to conclude, that it fuddenly fca 
down to a level with its neighbours, and even below fomd 
of them, and particularly the famous and antient kingdom 
of Elam , or Ptrfia ; for, fo early as the days of Abraham, 
we meet with a king of Sennaar, the antient Babylon , in 
the army of Chedortaomer king of Elam 1 , as a vaflal, 

• feemingly, and a tributary. The arguments we have for- 
merly ulcd to deflroy the boafted antiquity of AJfyria ", 
might be alleged here to deftroy that of this empire : but,' 
not to repeat what we have fo fully urged, and which muft 
of courfe afEsdjt this empire, as it confeffedly rofe upon tlte 
ruins of the former, we fell only obierve, that the Scri- 
pture makes no mention of any king of Babylon from the 

r « See vol. i. 115 , & feqq. r Ibid. p. 322, te feqq: 

• Ibid. p. 329. 1 Genef. jriv. 9. " See before, in the 

preceding chapter, paffim, 
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Kn^of Shinaar above in the arm y of Elam, till the days of 
Merodach-Baladan , who was contemporary with Heze- 
kiah x ; as alfo that, by the feveral hiftories of the nations 
already fpoken of in this work, it is plain, that no Baby - 
Ionian prince awed any of them, till many years after Afe- 
rodach-Baladan . So that though we confefs this to have 
been the moft antient kingdom of the world, yet we can- 
not allow it to have attained the imperial dignity till what 
we may jail very lately, in comparifon of what has been 
vainly Wfted, and. unwarily believed. 

The Babylonians , or Chaldaans y however, laid claim 
to a moft extravagant antiquity, unwilling to be behind- 
hand with the Egyptians , or any other nation. They pre- 
tended to have regiftred the tranfa&ions of 150,000 years^, 
according to fome, or 473,000 years, according to others % 
reckoning down to Alexander , from the time they firft be- 
gan to obferve the ftars * a monftrous fable, which needs 
no refutation, though it may deferve fome animadverfion 

/•ft 


x z Kings xx. 12. y Vid. Syncell. chronogr. • 

* Diod. Sxcul. bibl. hift. !. ii. p. 81. 


(M) This extravagant and back, as to date the reigns of 
fenfelefs defire of feveral na- fome of their printes many 
tions to be thought antient, has Centuries before the creation, 
not only been, in good part, the and to transform them into 
deftru&ion of hiftory, but has, gods. Of this vain pretenfion 
to all appearance, alfo been we have given a glaring irl- 
confiderably hurtful to reli- fiance in the later Syrians, 
gion. Vanity, as we have who, as Josephus obferves, ce- 
ihewn (61), firft introduced lebrated the memory of their 
the forging of records to fupply kings Hadad and Hazael, in 
the want or lofs of them. As his time 5 and, carrying their 
antiquity was thought the moft ftatues about in proceffion, 
honourable diftindtion of a peo- vaunted their great antiquity, 
pie, the Babylonians and Egy- though they had not been dead 
p tions no fooner came to be above 1 100 years ; but by this 
great and powerful, than, a- they certainly meant no more 
Siamed of the mean figure than to fet off the gods of their 
their predeceffors had made but own country ; for though they 
a few years before, and fcorn- were ftrangers in Syria at firft, 
ing to be inferior, in point of and introduced to fupply the 
antiquity, to any other nation, place of the natives, who were 
they removed their origin fo far carried away captive, they had 

( 6 m) See before, f* % 56 * 
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The government of this nation, if the chara&er yvbfch Their go- 
generally prevails concerning its founder Nimrod a may be vemment. 
relied on, was, in its Very infancy, tyrannical and dcfpotic ; 
bfct that it continued fo, is not to be fuppofed, except at 
the fame time it be conceived, that its firft prince was fuc- 
ceedecl by kings exactly of his own chara&er. After him 
it certainly fell to a level with the petty kingdoms of thefe 
parts, till the Ajfyrians y in procefs of time, laid the foun- 
dation whereon it afterwards exalted itfelf as thfyueen of the 
eajl. And, as from the former it derived it$* luftre and 
majefty, nothing is more likely, or indeed more certain, 

• See vol i. p. 388. 

then been in the country many to the notion of the world’s be- 
ages, and reckoned themfelves ing eternal. For fome philo- 
as the original proprietors \ tho’, fophcrs, at a lofs for the origin 
in reality, they had no manner or things, and deftitate of a 
of relation to the antient kings guide to direct them, had re~ 
of their country. By vaunting courfe to Talfe principles, and 
of their gods Hadad and Ha- groundlefs notions, each of them 
( %ael 9 they meant to refledl a taking his own imagination for 
dilhonour upon the AJfyrians his guide. Hence arofe that 
and Babylonians , whole gods disagreement among authors, 
they knew by tradition or hi- never to be reconciled ; and 
dory to have been younger ; hence the variety of opinions 
and hence you have Adad y the concerning the antiquity of 
firft of gods (62). different nations, driving to ex- 

If the want of regular hi- ceed each other, as they have 
ftory was not, in fome meafure, been partly colle&ed (63) to 
the fupport of idolatry, which our hands, and as they here 
it certainly mud have been, it follow ; 
was doubtlefs what gave birth 

Years. 

Zoroafter lived before Plato's death - - 6900 

. . . before the Trojan war - - 5000 

Chaldees had accounts of - 470000 

From the firft Chaldaan aftronomer to Alexander 43000 
• Bats in Egypt had chronicles of 8000 

Athens built before Sais - 1090 

Vxom fulcan to Alexander - - - 48863. 

Kings of Egypt before Amafis, reigned - - 13009 

From O fir is to Alexander - - - 1000O 

Or - - - 13O00 

Men reigned in Egypt after the gods . - - 15006 

(6a) See before , in the notes, p, a 82. (63) Ludcv, Viv. in not* ad 

Auguji . civil, Dei. *ii. 1 r.. See the appendix f9 Whijionj ejfay t wards re- 
vering the true text Scripture » 
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than that it adhered to the practices of its founder ; and the 
rather, as thefe Babylonians themfelves were Affyrimt^ de- 
fcended from Pul the great A/Jyrian $ who immediately gave 
rife to both the empires, as will be amply made appear in 
the fequel. The government, therefore, of BabyUn^ like 
that of Affyria b , was haughty and defpotic, and the fccptrey 
it feems, hereditary. The whole centred in the perfon of 
the king ; all decrees iflued from his mouth c : and how 
could it be otherwife, when he affe&ed even deity, and di- 
vine worffiip, as the e cuftom was with thefe princes i And 
here, by the way, it may be obfcrved, that this political 
and impious arrogance was but natural to men who had no- 
thing lefs in view than to lord it over the whole bulk of 
mankind. It was one of the raoft effe&ual means they 
could think of, to intimidate the nations who had not yet 
owned their power, and to reftrain thofe Who did, from 
aflerting their right to be governed in r what manner they 
pleafcd. For, without fomfc fuch bridle upon the fuperftt- 
tious minds of men* it had been next to impoifible to main- 
tain dominion over parts far remote from the feat of the 
imperial refidence ; and no doubt the argument they ufed, 
of haying prevailed againftall the gods of the nations, and 
of being mightier far than they, carried a convi&ion with 
it, which not only ferved all prefent, but future purpofes. 
And hence it muft have been, or upon principles of the 
fame fort, that the great conquerors of the eaft have always 
affe&ed retirement from the immediate commerce of others, 
as too glorious to be beheld by vulgar eyes ; a kind of ar- 
rogance which implies a fuperiority not much inferior to 
what was claimed bf thefe firft monarchs of the Affyrian 
race, as well on the throne of Nineveh , as on that of 
Babylon j and is, as we have faid, one of the moft politic 
methods of keeping in fubje&ibn a number of nations of 
different languages, complexions, and manners, to a man 
His ojfi - who muft be a ftranger to almoft all of them. Thefe proud 
ceis, civil potentates, however, adminiftred their government by 
and null- officers of feveral forts, civil and military ; and accordingly 
tary. we find them divided iilte three cJafTes, and fuppofed to be 
cbofen from among the graveft and moft noble perfonages 
in all the empire d : the firft had the charge of virgins, and 
their dtfppfal in marriage $ and were to judge in matters of 
adultery^ and the like ; the fecond took cognifance of 

b See before, p. 253. > • See Dan. iii. hr. 6. 

* Strab, 1 . xv*. p. 45. 
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thefts $ and the third of all other crimes We find die 
fubordinate powers under this mighty emperor divided into 
princes, governors, captains, j udges, treafurers, and coun- 
sellors f ; fo that itispkin nothing was wanting to keep peace 
and good order in the empire, and that the civil and mili- 
tary Geconomy was under fevere regulation : as for what 
relates to religion, and fuperftitious matters, that will faU 
under another head. 

This great king of kings B had an houfbold equal to Hisbuf- 
the fublimity of his flation, the chief officers of which fecra hold. 
to have been the captain of his guards, the prince of hia 
eunuchs *, and the prime minifter *% in the nature of the 
Turkijh vizier, who more immediately represented the per- 
fpn of his great mailer. The firft of thefe had the execution 
of the arbitrary and fan^uinary commands 1 ; the fecond 
had charge of the education and fobfiftence of the youth 
of the palace ^ ; and the latter fat in the king’s gate, as it 
was called B ,to bear complaints, and to pafs judgments. Bo- 
lides thefe, there feems to have been \ mailer of the ma- 
gicians always at hand°, to fatisfy the king upon any thing 
he might want to know, with regard to futurity and pro 
gnoftication. None was allowed the honour of ferviog in 
his prefence, that was not remarkable for beauty of perfonP, 
and excellence of parts (N) ; and his wives and concubines, 

which 


* Vid. eund. ibid. f Dan. iii. *, 3. * Dan. ii. 37. 

h Idem ibid. ver. 14. 1 Idem, i. 10. " Idem, ii. 

48, 49. 1 Idem ibid. ver. 14. • Idem, i. 7, 8, 9, 

10, &c. 0 Idem, ii. 49. 0 Idem, iv. 9. r Idem, 

i. 4 — 10— -20. 


(N) This has always been 
the cuftora in the eaftern coun 
tries ; and, at this day, “ The 
“ youths that are defigned for 
“ the great offices of theem- 
“ pire [in Turky] . . muftbe 
“ of admirable features, and 
“ pleafing looks, well-ihaped 
** in their bodies, and without 
“ any defeat of nature ; for it 
“ is conceived, that a corrupt 
“ and fordid foul can fcarce 
inhabit in a ferene and ip* 
“ genuous afpeft ; and I have 
“ obferved, not only in the fe- 


“ raglio, but alio in the courts 
“ of great men, their perfonal 
“ attendants hare been of 
“ comely Judy youths, well* 
“ habited,' deporting them- 
“ f|kes with lingular modefty 
“ ana refpeft in the prefenCe 
“ of their mailer. So that 
**' when a paiha, aga, or fpa- 
“ hee travels, he is always at- 
“ tended with a comelyeqnip- 
“ age, fbBowed by flourithing 
“ youths, well-cloathed ana 
“ mounted, in great numbers ; 
“ that one may guefs at the 
" greatneli 
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which were doubtlefs the moft beautiful of their Tex* feem 
to have been in very great numbers 

But though thefe kings feem to havedaimed fuchhigh 
honour, to have placed themfelvcs at fuch a diftance from 
the greateft even of their officers and fubje&s, and to have 
confidered the whole world as created for their .ufe and fer- 
vice 5 yet we underftand,that they fometimes condefcended 
to banquet and revel with their lords and chief men of their 
dominions, of whom we read that a thoufand were at one 
time enteftained by fieljbaxzar** The common ftylc of 
accofting this mighty fovereign was, O ting, live for ever * / 
and the man, who was fo happy as in a particular manner 
to gain his favour, was cloathed in purple or fcarlet, ad- 
orned with a chain of gold about his neck, and inverted 
with fome government 

Lmus. The laws of this empire, as we have hinted above, 
muft have been quite vague and uncertain j yet there was 
one which feems to have # been irrevocably fixed : it was 
calculated to increafe the number of the inhabitants, and to 
oblige all, especially the poorer fort of people, to marry, left 
they fhould choofe rather to live fingle, than be burdened 
with a wife and family. By this law no man had it in his 
power to beftow his own daughters in marriage u $ but they 
were to be difpofed of by the king, or his officers, in the 
manner we fhall relate hereafter. 

Ttmijh- As the laws were vague and changeable, the punlihments 
ments. feem alfo to have been unfixed, arbitrary, and rigorous, in 
proportion to the tyrant’s pt efent rage and fury. Behead- 
ing w , cutting to pieces*, turning the criminal’s houfe into 
a dunghilr, and burning in a firy furnace*, are puniftunents 
we know to have been executed by the order of the kings 
pf Babylon . 

q Dan. v. 2, 3. * Idem, v. i. * Idem, ii. 4, 

v. 10. * Idem, v. 7. u Vid. Herodot. 1 . i. c. 196. 

& Strab. 1 . xvi. p. 745. w Dan. i. 10. x Idem, 

ii. 5. y Idem ibid. * Idemiii. 19. 

“ greatnefi of this empire, by u have not obferved (no not 
the retinue, pomp, and num- “ in attendance of princes) 
Sf ber of fervants which ac- “ fuch oflentation in fervants 
“ company perfons of quality “ as is amongft the tfurks , 
** in their journeys ; whereas, t€ which is the life and orna* 
€ * in the parts of Chriftendom u ment of a court” (64), 

“ where I have travelled, I 

{64) Sir Paul Ricaut's prtf. ftatc $f the Ottman empire, c, 5. p. 46. 

The 
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The religion and boafted learning of the Babylonians me Their re- 
fo blended together, that we hardly know how to feparat etigion. 
them into diftmft heads 5 for the Chaldees , properly lb call- Chaldees, 
ed, were not only their priefts, but alfo their learned men \ their 
whole whole fcience feems to have been fubfervient to the/ r, V J * 
purposes of fuperftition and infatuation* Thefe Chaldaanx 
were perhaps more diftinguifhed from the people than the 
clergy aije from the laity with us ; and were as ’much re* 
vered in their country, as the Egyptian priefts were in theirs; 
and are faid to have enjoyed the famf privileges*. They 
were wholly devoted to the bufinefs of their fuperftitious 
religion 5 and pretended to prophecy, and to the gift of pre- 
diction by the rules of augury, the flight of birds, and the 
infpe&ion of victims ; they explained dreams, and all the ex- 
traordinary phenomena of nature, as portending good or evil 
to men or nations ; and were thought, by their inchantments 
and invocations, tojaffeCt mankind either with happinefs or 
mifery b . Having, by their fituation, been early addicted to ce- 
leftial obfervations, they, infiead of conceiving, as they ought 
tohave done, juft not ions concerning the omnipotence of the 
creator and mover of the heavenly bodies, and of being con- 
firmed in a due belief and practice of what had been handed 
by tradition down to men by Noah and his fons, fell into dr* the 
the impious error of efteeming thofe bodies as gods, and ^ hors of 
the immediate governors of the world, in fubordination, ^ Sabian 
however, to the Deity, who was invisible, but by his works r digio** 
and the cfFeds of his power 6 . They concluded, then, 
that God hadcreated the ftars, and great luminaries, to go- 
vern the world ; that he had accordingly placed them on 
high, and fubftituted them his minifters 5 and that it was 
but juft and natural they fhould be praifed, honoured, and 
extolled ; and that it was even the will of God they fhould 
be magnified, feared, and worfhiped ; juft as a king de- 
fires his fervants fhould be refpefted in honour of him- 
felf d . 

Persuaded of this, they began to build temples, otFirjl flag* 
facella y to the ftars ; to facrifice to thern, to praife them, of idolatry 
and to bow down before them, that, through their means, 
they might obtain the favour and good-will of God c ; fo 
that they eftcetned them as mediators between God and 
them ; for, that there was a neceffity for a mediatory office 

a Diodor. Sicul, bibl. hift. 1. ii. b Idem ibid. 

e Vid. eund.ibid. d Rab. Mos, Maim, in more Nevoch. 

* Idem ibid. 
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between God ahd man, is obferved f to have been a notion 
that generally obtained among mankind from the beginning: 
44 Confcious of their own meannefs, vilenefs, and impttv 
« rity, and unable to conceive how it was poffible for 
44 them, of themfelyes, alone to have any accefs tq the 
all-holy, all-glorious, and fupreme Governor of all 
44 things ; they confidered him as too high, and too 
44 pure, and themfelves as too low and polluted, for fetch a 
44 convcrfe j and therefore concluded, that there fnuft be 
44 a mediator, by whofe means only they could make 
44 any addrefs to him, and by whofe interceffion alone 
44 any of their petitions could be accepted of. But no 
44 dear revelation being then made of the Mediator, whom 
44 God had appointed, becaufe, as yet, he had not been 
44 manifefted unto the world, they took upon them to ad- 
44 drefs themfelves unto him by mediators of their own 
44 choofing ; and their notjpn of the fun, moon, and ftars, 
44 being, that they were the tabernacles or habitations of 
44 intelligences, which animated thofe orbs in the fame man- 
44 ner as the foul of man animates his body, and were the 
44 caufes of all their motions, and that thofe intelligences 
44 were of a middle nature between God and them, they 
44 thought thefe the propereft beings to become the me* 
44 diators between God and them ; and therefore the 
44 planets being the neareft to them of all tbefe heavenly 
44 bodies, and generally looked on to have the greateft 
44 influence on this world, they made choice of them in 
44 the firft place for their gsds mediators , who were to 
44 mediate for them with the fupreme God, and procure 
44 from him the mercies and favours, which they prayed 
44 for ; and accordingly they dire&ed divine worihip tQ 
46 them as fuch ; and here began all the idolatry that hath 
44 been pra&ifed in the world *•" For, perfuading them- 
felves of this do&rine, they became anxious about the moft 
effectual means of making their worfhip acceptable to the 
feveral deities 5 whence they firft began to build temples 
or tabernacles to them, as we have feen, dedicated to 
their fervice, and to be as places of abode for them: 
but, as in matters of this kind there can be no ftableform, 
where there is no immediate revelation, and men a&uated 
either by fear, or avarice, or ambition, or aught elfe, had 
liberty to pretend to what they knew nothing of, in pro- 

f SefcpRiDB aux, and the authors he cites, Pococke, Golius^. 
Hotting. Hyde. s Prideaux’s conueft. of th$ hift. 
of the .Old and New Teft. parti, book iii. p. 177, in 8vo. 
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cefsbf time impoftors arofe, and gave out, that they ha i}$tc§ad 
had it injoined and commanded from Goo himfelf, that f ago of 
this ftar, or that, or all of them, fhould be worfhiped in idolatry. 
this or that manner, and reprefented under this or that 
form $ and that none, of any age, or degree, fhould be ex- 
empt from the worfhip thereof : and this they impudently 
gave ’out, in a folemn manner, for revelation. Upon 
this it was that men began to furnifb the facella % taberna- 
cles, or temples, with images, and to ere<& the fame under 
trees, and upon the tops of hills or mountains ; and from 
henceforward they aflembled themfclves together to pay 
them worfhip, and began to hope for ait good, and to 
dread all evil, as proceeding from them, and to honour 
them with the deepeft reverence, and to fear them h ; and 
their priefts, fenfible of the fwcets of the trade, began to 
think of forms of duty* and praftice to be Obferved by the 
credulous and deluded multitude *. Other impoftors 
there were, who improved uporj the firft, and pretended to 
have heen honoured with particular inftruclions from parti- 
cular liars, concerning the exa£l mode of the worfhip due 
or peculiar to them* and what ought, and what ought 
not, to be done to pleafe them ;|fo that, in procefs of time, 
the name of God hecama obliterated among men, and 
the moft ftupid idolatry poffefled the place of true reli- 
gion k . 

Such was the rife and firft progreS of idolatry, and 
fuch were the original Sabian doftrines 4 which, taking 
root firft among the Chaldaans % afterwards fpread their 
branches fo far as to keep in darknefs, at one time, all 
the nations of the eaft. For it muft be difficult to conceive 
how men could have been led into fo grofs an abfurdity, 
as to worfhip wood, ftone, or metal, formed and fafhioned 
by their own hands ; if it be not at the fame time allow- 
ed, that they muft have imagined their images to have 
been animated Or informed with a fupernatural power, by 
fome fupernatural means. A late author 1 thinks it more 
natural to fuppofe, that their lofs to know how to ad* 
drefs themfelves to the planets, when they were beneath 
the horizon, was what firft fuggefted to them the ufe of 
images $ for that, whenever they paid their devotions to 
any of them in their tabernacles, or facella , they dire&ed 
their worfhip towards the planet , which they may have 

h Rab. Mos. Maimonid. ubi fup. 1 Vkl. Prideaux 
ibid. p. 178. b Rab. Moe. MaimoRid. ubi fup. 

1 Pam&AVx, ubi fup, 

thought 
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thought of none effect, when he was abfent arid hidden 
fr6m fight ; and that therefore they thought to fupply 
his abfente by a reprefen tat ion. Thus it irtay have been, 
though it may be as natural to fuppofe, that as their priefts 
obferved the ftars as their gods; and made them the chief 
fubjeft of their ftudy, arid perfuaded themfelves, that 
each flar or planet was actuated by an intelligence, they 
gave out to the people, from time to time, that thofe fu- 
perior beings had revealed their will to them, juft as their 
crazy imaginations, or defigning craft, may have fuggefted 
to them. • , 

Be that as it will, it is certain, that the firft image- 
worfhipers did not pretend to pay adoration to uninformed 
wood, ftone, or metal, and that the Fabians , in their trans- 
ition from planet-Worfhip to image- worfhip, pretended to 
have infufed the virtues of the planet into the image that 
was meant to reprefent it : which they thought to effe& 
by forms of confecration, and by various incantations, 
whereby to draw down from the ftars their feveral intelli- 
gences into their refpe&ive idols $ and hence came all the 
foolifh fuperftition of telefms k , or talifmans ; and upon 
thefe pretended principles of communicative operation 
all the branches of magic and forcery muft have had their 
foundation. 

That this was the firft origin of image-worfhip, is 
evident ; and that the fame was firft derived from the 
heavenly bodies, the moft confpicuous and glorious to 
fight, is evident by the primary gods of the heathens in 
general, which are Saturn , Jupiter , Mars, Apollo, Mer- 
cury, Venus , and Diana ; by which we can underftand 
no other than the fun and moon, and the five greateft lu- 
minaries next to them J . 

This was the religion of th z Babylonians, AJfyrians , 
and Mefopotamians, even before the days of Abraham ; 
nay, in the days of Enos, the fon of Seth a , whofe de- 
fendants are fa id to have been the firft that cultivated 
aftronomy and aftrology n ; the Sabians themfelves boafting 
the origin of their religion from Seth , and pretending to 
have been denominated from a fon of his called Sabins , 
as alfo to have among them a book, which they called tb$ 
book of Seth 0 . 

\ * 1 

k See Prideavx, ubi fup. * Vid. eund. ibid. 

* Rab. Mos. Maimonid. ubi fop. * See v&l. i. p. 163. 

* SecPuDBAtrx, ubi fup. 
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This was the ftate of the old Babylonian religion* till Third 
they came to deify mortal men, as well as the celeftial b *-ftage of 
dies, In this we are apt to think they were not the *fi 
and that the Syrians , whofe empire was confefledly old or 
than either the Affyrian or Babylonian p , (hewed them the 
way, by deifying their great kings, Benhadad the fecond, 
and Hazael 9 . A late learned author r is inclined to, think, 
that the firft Sabians> or idolaters, defirous to have aJJ the 
mediation poffible with the fupreme Qon, and -ima- 
gining that good men had a power with him to inter- 
cede for them, deified many of thofe they thought to, be 
fuch 1 and that thus they increafed the number of their 

f ods, This opinion is very favourable to them, but re- 
e&s not a little upon the purity of the Roman church, 
which teaches the fame doctrine, and allows of the (am* 
practice ; and this calls to our mind how frequently 
Rome is fuppofed to be fignified under the type of Baby- 
lon ; and, perhaps, there may not be fo wide a differ- 
ence between foirffe parts of the two religions, as may 
be generally imagined. But, to wave this, as foreign to 
our purpofe, we fhould rather choofe lo think, that they 
deified their greateft and moft powerful men ; and that, 
however they may have paid the fame honour to men of 
virtue, their moft confpicuous gods were their warrior* 
and moft potent kings. 

According to this, we are told *, That, by the vain - 
glory of men> idols entered into the world « • . That, in pro - 
cefs of time , an ungodly cujlom , grown firing, was kept as 
a laWy and graven images were wor/hiped by the command- 
ment of kings , or fas it is in the margin] tyrants : That, 
whom men could not honour in prefence , becaufe they dwelt 
far off \ they took the counterfeit of his vifage from far , 
and made an exprefs image of a king , whom they honoured , 
to the end that by their forwardnefs they might flatter 
him that was abfenty as if he was prefent . This was 
moft certainly the cafe with regard to the deification of 
kings, who could not be contented with being lefs than * 
gods* .The fame author ! afligns two other reafons for 
this practice, which jnuft ftrongjy co-operate with tbs 
fpirmer ; firft, “ The grief of a parent for his child, 
u untimely fnatched away, whofe image he may have 
“ been tempted to honour as God, when dead, and to 
<c deliver to, thofe beneath, or in fubjedtion to him, ce- 

* See before, paffim. q See vol. ii. p. 282, 283. in the 
notes. , r Prid*aux, ubi fup. • Wifd.of Solomon 
xiv. i|, 16, 17. 1 Ibid, ver. 15, 18, 19, 20, 21. 
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<c remonies and facrifices of duty and commemoration 
and fecondly, 66 The {kill of the workman, who by his 
“ art might greatly contribute to the deception of the 
€€ ignorant ; tor that, ambitious to flatter feme great 
f * man, he may have exerted all in his power to reprefent 
u him beyond what he truly was $ and fo, by the beauty 
“ of his woFk, captivate and delude the unwary rrnrtti- 
<c tude, who took him now for a god, whom a little be- 
** fore they honoured but as man; and that thus men, 
€€ fubjedt either tb calamity or tyranny, aferibed unto 
c< ftones ind flocks j he incommunicable name of God.” 

Such were the caufcs of idolizing dead men, tyranny* 
immoderate affection, and theexquifitelkilloftbe workman# 
That the Ajfyrians and Babylonians were, in a particular 
manner, obnoxious to the firft of thefe, muft appear by 
the hiftories of their feveral kings 0 , who feem, at leaft, to 
have been as abfolute tyrants as were ever fuffered to live : 
and that they did give into this error, is plain, both by 
facred and profane writers ; the latter, for the moft part, 
aflerting, that th Ajfyrians were the people who firft 
deified their kings ; though, that this was falfe, we have 
feen in the hiftory of the Syrians a . 

Pul meant However, it was an opinion, that Ninus Was the firft 
fy Belus. who fet up images to be wor&iped, and particularly one 
to his father Belus w , and granted privileges and pardons 
to thofe who reforted to it. Who this Ninus ftiould have 
been but Tiglath-pilefer y the fon of Pul or Belus in Scri- 
pture, we know not : and therefore we muft conclude, 
that Pul was the firft that was worfhiped in thefe parts 
as god ; and that confequently he, who was the undoubted 
founder both of the AJfyrian and Babylonian empires, 
and no other, was the boafted Belus of the later Babylo- 
nians^ Phoenicians , and others, over whom the dependents 
of his family extended the dominion he had founded. 

His tern- T Hts Belus had a temple ere&ed to him in the city of 
pie, Babylon , and was revered as their primary god, he being 

the firft founder of all the AJfyrian and Babylonian gran- 
deur* atid fource of all the reverence and adoration claimed 
by his fucceffors, both at Babylon and Nineveh Tb him 
they efe&ed the tower we nave formerly deferibed, fo 
famous in all ages fince ; though it jfhould feem, that the 
honour of this tower or temple was meant to be divided be- 
tween him and the true Gop. This building, as wi have 

■ See vol. ii. p: 282, 283, in the notes. * Ann. in 
epi ft. ad Roman, c. 1. 
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obfervqd before, ,confi,fted of eight towers raifed upon one 
another ; and in the uppermoft was a bed magnificently 
let forth, and a golden table near it, but no imaged } nor 
was any body fuffered to be here in the night but a parti- 
cular wpman, who, as the priefts gave out, was in an 
cfpecial manner preferred by the god before all others (O). 

In this'place they taught that he ufed to come and repofe-P*'^ 
himfelf*; fo'tbat they muft have confidered him as the to 
fupremc;Gox), who either could not be reprefented, an ^ 

Would not bear fuch prefumption in them as to offer at it.^ - i0 
But beneath this there was another temple, wi&Te there f , true 
was a gigatxtic image of Jupiter all of gold, with U0D ‘ 

a table beforehim, all of the fame metal ; his throne was 
gold alfo, as was all the furniture about him; infomuch 
that the whole work was valued at 800 talents of gold a . 

This, it feems, was not the only ftatue in this temple ; for 
we think we read of another, all of folid gold, and twelve 
cubits in height b ; but, whether our author really defigns 
to deferibe two diftind idols, by giving the weight of the 
one, and the dimenfiqns .of the other, or whether he gives 
the weight and dimenfions above, as belonging to one and 
the fame, is not quite clear. 

•’ However, this 4 great Jupiter, who we think cannot 
be any other thap the great PuU or Belus , by being thus 
placed in fubordination, it feems* to the great and fupremc 
God, was exalted to the utmeft height they could raife 
him ; for by this they muft, to all appearance, have im- 
plied, that Belus 9 or Pul y divided the empire of the uni- 
verfe with him, and that, as he was Lord above, the 
other was lord below ; that, as the former was the God 
of heaven, the other was at leaft delegated god on earth, 
and inverted with all power here, by the immediate ap- 
pointment of the invrfible ruler of all things. Thus 
much, we think, we may infer from the account we 
have of the temple of Babylon (Pj ; and the rather, as it is of 

a piece 

y Heroppt. 1 . i. c. 180. * Idem ibid. c. 182, 

* Idem ibid* c. 1^83* b Idem ibid. 

( O ) Tie Babylonian^ it is ther or no the Briyloniam did 

plain, ^ve. attributed to not a&ually mean the fun, 1a- 
himwhat the Egyptians did to ther than God himfelf. We 
their god Cnepb (65). are told, they never reprefent- 

(P) ItmaybedifpuLed, whe- ed the fun, or, at Jeaif, that 


A a the 


yot.jv. 


(65) Stt vf 4 l f>i 469. 
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a piece with their other fuperftitions, and fuits the cha- 
racter of their firft warrior Belus . 

*The two As there were tvVo gods in this temple and tower* 
altar s^and there belonged to it alfo two altars $ they flood without, 
the differ- one of gold, of a moderate fifce, and another much larger ; 
ent facri- U p 0n the golden altar none but fucking victims might Be 
fees upon facrificed c , and on the great one* none that were not 
them. full-grown d ; concerning which, we leave the reader to 
make his own conjectures, only obferving, that as they were 
evidently two diftinCt gods they facrificed to, the golden 
altar feefos to have been devoted to the fupreme God, 
and the other to his fubordinate Jupiter ; for by the fuck- 
ing victims they feem to have meant, that they peculiarly 
belonged to him as the nouriflier of all things, and that 
the full-grown ones being brought to the perfection he 
defigned them, he committed them to the care and go- 
vernment of his vicegerent below, who therefore had none 
but full-grown creaturesdacrificed to bim. But, as here they 
plainly facrificed to them feparately, they at other time? 
feem to have facrificed to them in common : for the priefts 
reckoned, that they, every year, upon the great altar, 
burnt 100,000 talents of libanotus, or precious incenfe 0 : 
this may feem to have been intended for both ; but, that if 
may as likely have been intended as an acknowlegement 
from Belus to the God above him, might be conje&ured, 
were we fond of fuch conjeCtures. 

Such was the god Belus among the Babylonians , and 
fuch his temple, and the rank he held in it; but, that he 

« Hsrodot. 1 . i. c. 183. u Idem ibid. Idem 

ibid. 

the Syrians never did (66), who top of this tower, as we have 
derived their religion from thefe feen ; they never could have 
people, concluding it ridiculous , perfuaded the people to thatab- 
to reprefen t what was fo glo- furdity ; fo that, if they had 
rioufly confpicuous (67)*: and not an immediate view to the 
we have fuppofed, that they great God, in thus leaving his 
fometimes paid adoration to the temple free from images, they 
fun and moon immediately muft have defigned it for the 
(68); but it does not feem intelligence of the fun, and that 
likely, thalf thefe Babylonians may, with them, haveamount- 
Ihould ever give it out, that the ed pretty much to the fame 
fun himfelf was wont to come thing, 
and repofe himfelf upon the 

(66) See ?#/. u. p. 285, (67) Ibid, ($8) Bid. p, 184* 
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was the inventor of aftrology, as fome would f have if* 
muft not be wondered at, after what has been attributed 
to his daughter-in-law Semiramis , as we have partly feeit 
already *, and (hall fee farther in a more proper place. 
This Belus or Baal muft not be confounded with the 
jothers we read of in Scripture, before the rife of the Af- 
fyrian empire, as the BaaUpeor of the Moabites h , the 
Baal, or Moloch , of the Ammonites' \ the title fignifies 
lord with all thefe people, who are thofe particularly that 
are faid to ha vtpajid their feed thro* fire, and meant there* 
by the fun, whofe heat being, as it were, the life of all 
things, they accounted the heat of fire to be facred ; which 
muft have been one of the firft doflrines of the Sabians in 
Chaldeca (QJ, by whom, as we have faid, this etror was 
firft broached, and communicated, by degrees, to the na* 
tions round about. This appears by what we read of 
Ahraliam, who left his country on the other fide of the 
Euphrates , for the idolatries of ijie land ; and/ to avoid 
them, came into the land Of Canaan, where he found the 
fentiments and practices of men more conformable to re- 
ligion, and the duties ,we owe to God j for Melchifedek 
was then alive in Canaan, and ftiled the prieftof themoft 
•high God ; and the people there were, for the moft part* 
in a ftate of purity in matters of religion, as all the na- 
tions about muft alfo have been j nay, in thefe days we 
do not find, that even Egypt was much, if at all, infe&ed 
with idolatry ; the charge of the Greeks againft the 
Egyptians, as" the firft authors of idolatry, is plainly con- 
futed by the book of Genefis, which fufficiently informs 
us, that, while the country on the other fide of the Eu * 
phrates was thoroughly polluted with all abominations, 
the countries on this fide were, as yet, ftrangers to them. 
Nothing then is plainer, than that the religion of the 
Moabites , Ammonites, Midianites , Edomites, Amalekites , 
Canaanites , and Phi li/lines, was only the old Sabian reli- 
gion of the Chaldees k . 

f Plin. hill. nat. 1 . vi. c. 26. s See before, in the 

notes, p. 280, Sc feqq. h See vol. ii. p. 125. 4 Ibid, 

p. 140. ft See before, in the religions of th6 

Moabites, Ammonites , Midianites , Edomites , &c. p. 125, & 

( Q. ) The religion of the as we fliall obferve a little far- 
Magians, who worihiped fire, ther on in this fcftion. 
was derived frqm {he Safaum, 

But, 
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Bur, upon the building of Babylon by the AJfyrians^ 
the; old religion, it feems, fell into fame difcredit, and 
dpecially the more inferior branches of it j nor can it 
well be doubted, but that, if ever they had, before the 
days of Pul , deified any heroes, he muft have foared 
above them all, fince they were not, properly {peaking, 
Babylonian gods, the city of Babylon not being built in their 
time. For all authors allow Belus to have been the im- 
mediate founder of the JJfyrian greatnefs, and therefore 
deified who this Belus was, we may find in Scripture 0 ; 
and what we find *there is confirmed by Ptolemy's canon* 
and therefore we are not to look fo far back as Nimrod , 
or any man elfe that lived a thoufand years or more after 
him. From what we have faid it appears, that by 2W, or 
Baal , the Babylonians underftopd either the fun, or their 
founder Pul ; but, whether or no they transformed him 
into the fun, or whether they kept the worfhip of their 
planet, and their hero„fo diftinft as never to confound 
them with each other, is a queftion which we will not 
take upon us to decide. 

Succoth The deity, next in order to this, feems to have been 
Benoth, the Venus of later days in the weft ; and, that {he was no 
thrAfiyri- other than the goddefs AJlarte , of the Bhaenicians , may* 
an \ enus.be gathered from what follows. Succoth Benoth is men- 
tioned as an idol of the Babylonians p , though it was rather 
the (hrine or fhrines of an idol belonging to fome deity, 
which deity we have fince tranflated into Venus j for the 
import of the word is, the tabernacles of Benoth , or, the 
tabernacles of the daughters q j though there are thofe 
who render it, a tabernacle of wings r , and fuppofe the 
idol itfelfto have been reprefented as an hen brooding over 
her chickens, and that {he was defigned in honour of the 
conftellation called vulgarly the hen and chickens, but 
„ more learnedly, the Pleiades ; but this feems an idle and 
quite groundlefs notion. It is more likely, that thefe ta- 
bernacles of the daughters belonged to Venus y whom the 
Babylonians ftiled My l it la 8 , fignifying mother , and the 
( Greeks Urania $ for it was to her, that the daughters or 
women of the country were, once in their life-time, 
bound to make a facrifice of their modefty and virtue ; a 
pra&ice which we (hall find among the cuftoms of this 

• See before, in the notes, p. 309. * 2 Kings *vii. 30. 

* V id, Selden de diis Syr. fyntagm. ii. c. 7. r XiMcirt 
& Jarchi, apud, eund. ibid. f #&rodot* 1 . i c. 131, 

people. 
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people. From this practice a learned writer * thinks li£ 
may well conclude the djfyrian Benoth to have been no 
other than Venus $ nay, he derives the latter name from 72 * deri - 
the former, by changing the B into U, and T into Station of 
and thereby forming Vcnos (R). This opinion is, in fomc the. wane 
degree,* countenanced by Suidas , who feems to e 1 ' the?/* Venus. 
Ajfyrian goddefs Bines « : we may add, that in Africa 
was a town called Sicca Venerea w , with a temple, in 
which women were obliged to purchafe their marriage- 
money by the proftitution of their bodies \ This prac- 
tice obferved here in honour of Venus , ^nd fo near akin to 
that which obtained among the Babylonians in honour 
oT their Succotb Benoth, are a ftrong proof, that they were 
one and the fame goddefs ; nay, and that the name of 
Sicca Venerea was formed from that of Succotb Benoth . 

This goddefs had a temple at Aphac , at Babylon , and 
probably in other places ; but, for the convenience of thofe 
who had no fuch tfcmples amortg them, the priefts, it 
feems, carried about fmall tabernacles, or models of dif- 
ferent temples, confulting, at the fame time, the devotion 
of the people, and their own intcreft. 

• Thts god, or goddefs, for fhe is underftood to have2?o/2 maf 
been both Mars and Venus, though here placed fecond culine and * 
to Belus , is generally underftood to have been of mu Qhfeminint. 
greater antiquity than he ; but this opinion is grounded 
upon a fuppofition, that the profane hiftorians, poets, and 
mythologifts, are not out in their computations. If that 
fuppofition be allowed, the authority of Mfclnlus is alledged 
to prove her antiquity ; for that poet calls Fhcenice the 
land of Aphrodite or Venus a ; and his fcholiaft adds, that 
it was called facred to her on account of her temple at 
Aphac . But this argument carries no great ftiength 
with it ; for the Ajfyrians , of whom the Phoenicians had* 
this Venus , are not, and confequently neither is their god- 
defs, near fo antient as is pretended. 

1 Selden dediis Syr. fyntag, ii. c. 7. » Suidas, ad 

vocem. w Valer. Maxim. 1 . ii. c. 6. * Idem 

ibid. 2 Herodot. 1 . i. c. 199. * In Supplicib. 

t 

(R) Vojpus (69) fubferibes though with no great ftrength 
to this. Beyer, in his addita - of aigument, 
menta to Selden , dilutes it. 


(6y) Dc i dole! at. 
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c We have fecn, by fome parallel circumftances, that 
fee \va$, to all appearance, the fame with the Phoenician 
Afiarte $ and we fhall produce feveral others, to confirm 
it. In the mean time, to begin with this Benoth , from 
whom the whole tribe of great goddeffes feem to be de- 
rived ; (he is called the celeftial VenuSy and faid to have 
been firft of all worfhiped by the Ajfyrians c ; whereby 
though our author probably means the Syrians properly fo 
called, we fhall plainly difeover, that the former were 
the firft authors of this worfhip, and tranfmitted it to the 
A rite in latter. This godefefs was of both fexes *, and accordingly 
the wor- fhe was worfhiped by her votaries fometimes in the attire 
jhip of the of men, and fometimes in that of women d , the men and 
Aflyrian women mutually changing drefles with each other e ; 
or Baby- w hence it is fuppofed, that Mofes forbids f the woman to 
Ionian Ve- weaf w hat pertaineth to the man , or a man to put on a wo - 
nuSf man's garment. According to this, the worfhip of this 
planet, or idol, muft hSve been of ifery antient date ; and 
that the words of the text before us are meant of this 
mode of worfhiplng, is underftood by Maimonides B , who 
obferves, that in the book of magic, compofed by one 
Centir> as he calls him , it is written, that a man fhould* 
put on the flowered garments of a woman, when he ftood 
before the ftar of Venus , and a woman the arms and ar- 
mour of a man, when fhe ftood before the ftar called 
Mars * ; and hence the Ajfyrian priefts are faid k to have 
be$n unfit to wait on the goddefs Venus , except they effe- 
minated their countenance, and aflumed all the foftnefs 
and drefs of a woman. A Greek author!, who calls her 
the moon, fays, that men facrificed to her in the habit of 
women, and women in the habit of men ; becaufe fhe 
was both mafeuline and feminine ; whereby it is plain, 
that he fpeaks of the Ajjyrian Venus . That this Urania y 
or celeftial VenuSy of the Ajfyrians was the moon, cannot 
be doubted, by the rank fhe holds next to Bely or the 
fun ; that fhe was likewife the Syrian goddefs, is no lefs 
plain from the defeription we have of the latter, and alfo 
from her rites. 

c Pavsak. in Attic. * Vid. Selden de diis Syr. fyn- 
tagm. ii. c. 4. e Vid. eund. ibid. f Deateron. 

xxii. 5. e In more nevoch. part iii. c. 38. 1 Mai- 

monid. ubi fup. k Jut. Firmic. c. 4. 1 Philo- 

CHQR. apud Macrob. Saturnal. iii. c. 8, 
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She was called Juno, and her ftatue was contrived foShe is the 
as to partake of Minerva , Venus, Luna , Rhea , Diajia'fame with 
Nemefts, and the Dejlinies, as if fhe included them 2\\-, the great 
and that fhe did, has been fufficiently proved by great Syrian 
men m . She was drawn or fupported by lions, had rays goddefs, 
on her#head, and a tower, and was girt with the ceftus 
or girdle of the celeftial Venus, As fhe was defigned for 
the fource of all idolatry, with refpect to the female fex ; 
we find her to have been equally honoured by Egyptian* 

Indians , Ethiopians , Medes , Armenians and Babylonians 1 * , 
who all came in pilgrimage to this migkty goddeft of Hie* 
rapolis , or the Holy City , which, in this refpeft, feems to 
have fucceeded the city of Babylon ; whence (he had 
been banilhed by the Perfians f Her eunuch-priefts, by . 
taking on them the habit and offices of women p, declare 
her to have been one and the fame with the Ajfyrian My* 
litta 1 and the Babylonians , by paying liberal contributions 
to her, abundantly confirm it. • 

If it is plain on one fide, that this great Syrian goddefs^ IS 
was no other than the celeftial Venus of the Ajfyrians , it is famen^jitb 
no lefs manifeft on the other, that fhe mufi have been the^^ arte 
> Phoenician AJlarte. We have feen her the queen of hca-°f* he . , 
ven, the moon, Lucifer , Juno , Venus , Minerva , and Io, oenicl ~ 
and married to an Affyrian. We have feen her the god- anb " 
defs of pleafure, and the god of war, and accordingly 
addrelled to under both fexes. It would therefore be need- 
lefs to allege the monfttous effeminacies of th$ men at 
Aphac , or the mercenary proftitution of ihe women 
at BybluSj to prove that the one of thefe goddefles is a 
faithful copy of the other. 

Nor fhall we find, that the Atargatis , or Derceto , of She is the 
the proper Palejline in general, or of Afcalon in particular,^/#*? with 
was any other than the Babylonian or AJfyrian Venus . Derceto 
For although fhe is fuppofed diftinct from the great Venus , of Afca- 
and is faid to have incurred her difpleafure, and in confe-l° n * 
quence of that to have been transformed into a fifh ; the 
worfhip that was paid to fifhes, under the eye of the great 
goddefs at HUrapolis , declares Derceto and. the Babylonian 
venues to have been or\e and the fame deity ; and this is- 
not conjecture only ; for a very judicious author allures us, 
that Atargatis was worfhiped at Hietapolis ; and thereby 

m Yid. Lit,. GYRALD."de' diis gent. Selden, de difs Syr, 

Yos. de idololat. • Vol. ii. p. 283, fcqq. t * Ibid, 
p. 334, & feqq. 
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makes her the fame with the Syrian goddefs *. Others 
aie af the fame opinion b , and among them Macrobias c , 
who ftile-? her the mother of the gods, Ajlarte y and £he 
Hierapolitan or Ajljrian goddefs. In fliort, Atargatis y 
was V cym^y unc yMinerva^ AJlarte the Syrian goddefs d , and 
confequcntly the celeftial (d'enus of the Afyrians. So 
that we fee her the fame goddefs tranfported from the 
banks of the Euphrates , into which fhe is faid firft to have 
plunged herfelf, to efcape the fury of the f inexorable Ty- 
phon (S) and but juft varied fo far as to leave room for 
each particular country to brag of her origin. So the 
Syrians, who leem to have received her firft, and were 
neareft to the place of her native abode, preserved her, 
it is likely, in the moft genuine form ; the Phoenicians^ 
who were next, altered her no farther than to mal^e her 
a Phoenician ; and the Bhilijltnes y or Afcalonites y who 
were a little farther off, that they too might make her 
their own, turned her into a monfttr, woman upwards 
and fifli downwards S j and, rather than not have her, 
were willing to aHow her to have been in fubordinatkm 
to fome other goddefs, who had fuch a power over her 
as to chaftife her by a change from her firft fhape h . 

I'l appears, then, that the worffiip paid to this goddefs 
came originally from Ajjyria and Babylonia ; and was efta- 
blifhed in the countries wc have mentioned, by the pre- 
vailing power of thofe two empires ; but they being 
overturned by the Perjtans y who had an averfion to Sa- 
bianifm y each of them, forgetting the fource whence they 
derived their fuperftitions, claimed them as peculiar to 
thcmfclves, and new-modelled them accordingly. 

L ivor- And now it may not be amifs to inquire, how far the 
piped os tradition concerning S emir amis agrees with what we are 
Sernira- told of this goddefs. In this inquiry we (hall find feve- 
mis. ral circumftances concurring to make us believe foe 
was woi Aliped as the fupreme goddefs of the Babylonians . 

• 

a Strabo, 1 . xvi. p, 748. b Pun. hift nat. 1 . v. c. 23, 
c Macrob. in Saturn, i. c. 23. d Vid. Sei.hen, ubifup. 

* Man il . altronom. iv. s See vol. ii. p. 222. and in the 
notes, ibid. h See above, p. 2 So. 

(S) Wc fee here Tj phots in- by fome parallel circum fiances, 
trod need into the Buhhnian that there was no very wide 
mythology, though he was an difference between the religion* 
ippiax } bat -.ve may perceive, of the two nations. 
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We have Teen her bom of a goddefs at A f colon ", v*ho, 
for the fhame of conceiving her, plunged herfelf*into a 
lake, and became a fifh 0 ; and hence fifh arc faid to have 
been worfhiped. We have feen her miraculoufly fed by 
doves or pigeons in a defert * j and hence that bird became 
fjcrtfd. We have feen it foretold, that fhe fltould not 
die, but vanifh from the fight of men, and obtain divine 
honours from the Afiat'u nations. We have feen if was 
pretended fhe difappeared in the form of a dove, and Went 
off attended by a flight of them r ; and hejee another 
reafon is given why the dove becaifte facred. W e have 
feen her tie abandoned proftitirte *, and the martial he-, 
roine « j and hence fhe may have been the ceTeftial Venus 
adored under both fexes, and the P hcenician Ajlarte , 
now painted in armour, and now reprefented as the pa* 
tronefs of lewdnefs and effeminacy. In fhort, we have 
feen her the firft that made eunuchs ; and hence we 
may have the origin of the eunuch priefts, br Galli, who 
attended upon the Syrian goddefs ; which was certainly 
more probable than what is pretended 1 in the idle (lory of 
Combabus and Stratonice, who lived fome hundred veara 
after Semiramis. 

Upon the whole, we may well conclude, that the ce- 
leftial Venus of the AJfyrians , the Ajlme of the Pkos- 
tftcians, and the Derceto or Atargatis of thfe later Phi- 
lijlines, were all derived from Semitamis, or whatever elfe 
her true name was, the firft foundrefs of Babylon ; who 
feems to have been tranflated into the queen of heaven 
the moon, as Belm, or Pul, the firft Affyrian monarch* 
was into the fun j that all the Jup iters and funos, and 
the reft who are fuppofed to have been once mortal, or 
eonverfant here on earth, are all derived from this fource ; 
and that, on this Affyrian or Babylonian foundation, the 
whole fuperftru&ure of the Greek polytheifm and idolatry 
was raifed. For the Greeks had their religion from the 
phrnicians partly, and partly from the Egyptians , who 
had theirs originally from the banks of the Euphrates and 
Tigris, as may be gathered from the religious ftate of the 
countrieson either fideof the Euphrates in thedaysof Abra- 
ham, as we have hinted before. The Egyptians feem, in 

. c S ? e „ before > P- 2go - * See before, ibid. 

, fee before, ibid. & p. 281. r See before, p. 206. 

Lqq C P ‘ 29S ‘ * See beforc > P' 290/& 

time, 
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time, indeed, to have erefted a fyftemof their own, 
though# not very widely different from th t Babylonian % 
as will plainly appear, if we compare them together. Th$ 
Phoenicians* who had equally communication with the 
two nations, feem to have mixed both fyftems : in Ihort, 
AJiarte, who was the celeftial Venus of the J Babylonians* 
was alfo the Egyptian goddefs Ip* there being fcarce any 
difference between thefe two great and antient nations, in 
the main points of religion, or with refpeft to their chief 
and favourite gods, except in the names they have conferred 
on them, in order to appropriate them to themfelves. No- 
thing appears in hiftory more plain, than a perfect uniform-. 
ity in the fundamentals of religion among the nations on 
both fide the v Euphrates . If, therefore, we fix the place 
whence they were branched, which we think we have 
done, we have, at the fame time, a clue at hand to guide 
us through the immenfe labyrinth of beathenifm apd ido- 
latry ; but, for yant of this certain ftand to take the fur- 
vey from ; for want of a due attention to the natural pro- 
grefs of idolatry, bufefpecially by not accommodating the 
fabulous writings of profane authors, to the infallible orar 
cles of Scripture, which plainly points out to us, who were 
the firft great AJfyrians or Babylonians that were deified 
and tranflated \ our mythologies have rambled back to 
Noah> to Nimrod , and all the poftdiluvian patriarchs, to 
difcover in them what is defigned for men who lived many 
ages after them : whereby they have moft ftrangely per- 
plexed this part of learning, but too intricate itfelf $ and call 
an impenetrable mift on this part of hiftory, which ought 
to be looked upon as fabulous, if we make a few except 
tions, till about the rife of the Babylonian empire, in the 
reign of Jofiah king of Judah : for not only the art or me- 
thod of writing a regular hiftory was notdifeovered, or at 
leaft praflifed, asfhould feem, till the days of Herodotus* 
who lived about the middle of the Per fan empire \ but the 
god$ of all thefe nations being fuppofed to have been once 
mere men, the priefts and others had no other way to re- 
commend them to the veneratiop of the people, but by 
making them antient and fabulous, and by that means re- 
moving them as far as poflile from the then race of man- 
kind. If we had no other inftance of this than Sanchonia - 
tbo’s Phoenician hijlory it would be abundantly fufficient 
to juftify us in what we fay and, if we had no other exi 

f See vol. i. p. 30J, 
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ample of this affe&ation than that of the Syrians in /the 
days of Jofephus , boafting of the antiquity of theif great 
god Adad, who reigned about nine hundred years before 
Christ ; it might be deemed enough for our purpofe. • 

And here wc cannot but notea common inaccuracy, even 
in the moft learned, who, inattentive to the hiftory of 
the antient empire of Syria , fuppofe this Adad to have Adad #0/ 
been an Ajfyrian or Babylonian deity 1 ; and for no other properly a 
reafon ? but becaufe he is by profane authors called an j^y-Babyloni- 
rian 9 forgetting that the name of Affyria ex/ended itfelf deity. 
all over Syria , and the adjacent parts k . He was then, to 
all appearance, no Babylonian deity, but one who had been 
deified by the antient Syrians , and perhaps revived again 
after the deftru&ion of the Babylonian empire, whofe new 
gods muft have brought him into diferedit, not only as 
having proved too wealc for the gods of the Ajfyrians and 
Babylonians , but alfo as being a ftranger to the people trans- 
planted into thefe* parts, in the room of the firft inhabit- 
ants, by the fucceflbrs of Pul. Adad , thus degraded, and 
afterwards reinftated, was alfo the fun, as well as Bel or 
Baal, Ojiris,md others. And this is what we have thought 
neceffary to premife to what we fhall hereafter fay of the 
Greek mythology. 

To return to our celeftial Venus , or Syrian goddefs, or WJhes and 
AJlarte , or Derceto , or Semiramis , we find that fifties doves 
and doves were peculiarly facred to her ; and, whence this worjhiped, 
fuperftition took birth, we have partly feen in the metamor-*^ 
phofis of Derceto , and the birth, education, and apotheofis whence. 
pf Semiramis. We have likewife feen, that both at Afca- 
Ion and Hierapolis they were equally revered ; fo that 
they may well deferve to be confidered as deities with this 
people. As for fifties In particular, they are faid to have 
been revered by the Syrians , or the Ajfyrians rather, not 
only on account of the metamorphofis above w , but alfo 
becaufe they were faid to have faved one Derce [ Derce- 
to ], a daughter to Venus , who happened to fall into the 
fea } or becaufe fhe took refuge among the fifh, when (he 
fled from Typhon x : for it is faid, that Venus and Cupid be- 
ing furprifed by that giant on the banks of the Euphrates , 
they threw themfelves into the river, and transformed 

1 Vid. Lil. Gyrald. hill. deor. Selden, de diisSyris. 
Yossium deidolplat. If See before, in the notes, 

p. 242. w Theon. apud Gyrald. hill. deor. fyntagm,. 

i. p. 85. * Manil, ubi fup. 
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thcpifclvcs into fiflies >' : in fhort, Venus and Cupid are faid 
to Have been tranflated into the zodiacalfign called pifces 2 .* 
fuch were the reafons given why they not only abftained 
% from fifh, but even worfliiped them. As for doves, they 

feem to have been worfliiped only as fymbols of the volup- 
tuous chara&er of their goddefs (T). • 

Salambo. Salambo, as fhe is called b, was alfo a gpddcfsof the 
AJJyrians or Babylonians ; and is plainly AJlWrte , or fome 
other goddefs whom we have fhewn to have been the fame 
with her \ but we particularly mention Aftarte> becaufe 
this Salambo , or Salafnbas , is faid to have been a goddefs, 
Who was eternally roaming up and down, and mourning 
her loft Adonis c . 

Shtfhach. Shach, Saca 9 or Shejhachy is another god or goddefs 
of the Babyloniansy as ufually reckoned d , and fuppofed to 
have been the earth, the fame the Romans afterwards wor- 
fhiped under the name of Tellus and Ops * $ and, if fo, fhe 
was partly the fame with Mylittay or the Syrian goddefs, 
whom we have already feen under the title of Rhea y and 
the mother of the gotfs f , in whom all thefe tides and ima- 
ginary deities are laid plainly to have centred. Some, 
however, have doubted, whether fhe was not more pro- 
perly a Perftan than a Babylonian goddefs g. But the pro- 
phet leaves no room for fuch a doubt, calling Babylon the 
land of Sbejbach h , before the Perfians arofe to any height 


y Diogenet. apud Hycin. in aftronom. 2 Vid. 


Voss, de idolol. 1 . ii. p. 254. 
alios. Etymol. magn. ad vocen 
d Vid. Voss. Selden, &c. 
f See before, p. 358. « 

tagm. ii. h Jer. Ii. 41.- 

(T) This goddefs is faid to 
have b,een produced from a vaft 
egg, which, being rolled out 
of the water by the fifh of the 
Euphrates , was hatched by a 
dove, who fat thereon (70). 
This muft be the primigeniai 
egg mentioned by He Uadi us 
(71); and, according to this, 
our great goddefs muft have 

(70) Nigid. apud V'Jf. de idolol. U 
(73) Ibid. 


b Hesych. apud Selden, Sc 
i. c Etymol. magn. ibid. 

c Willet upon Dan.i. 16. 
Vid. Selden de diis Syr. fyn* 

been the fabulous Oannes (72), 
concerning which we have no- 
thing to repeat. To animad- 
vert upon fo ftrange an incon- 
fiftency as this feems to have 
been, or to attempt to recon- 
cile the JJJyrian goddefs into 
the fame with QanntSy may be 
a fruitlefs talk. 


i. p. 254, pyj) StcviL i.p . 191; 
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cf power : and at a time when Babylon was above receiv- 
iiig any thing of this nature from them. In commemora- 
tion of this goddefs, the Babylonians ufed to celebrate a 
feftival for feveraldays together, which we fhall take no- 
tice of among the cuftoms of this people, and which con- 
feffedly gave birth to the Saturnalia at Rome. 

£ bo, or Nabo , was alfoan AJfyrtan or BabylonianNcbol 
deity * ; and partly of his name are compounded the 
names of feveral of the AJfyrtan and Babylonian kings : 
he therefore may be concluded to have once been in high 
account with them ; and bids fair* to have ’teen one of 
their moft antient gods. He is thought to have been the 
Chcmojh , or the Baal-peor of the Moabites . Bv the pro- 
phet he is joined with Bel m , and generally fuppofcd to have 
been the fun. If we^admit this fuppofition, we muft al- 
low him to have been prior to Bel t that is, according to 
us, to the deified Pul , who may, by the viciflitude; of 
things, have taken place of him. Some, from thofe two 
deities being joined together, conclude Nebo to have been 
the moon °, fince Bel was undoubtedly the fun. This 
Nebo feems to have been famous as an oracle, his name 
being interpreted as fignifying prophecy or divination <1 : 
but this, and whatever elfe may be advanced concerning 
him, is too obfeure for us to dilate on ; all we know for 
certain is, that he was one of the gods of Babylon . , 

However, if it be true, that he was the fame with Sardana* 
Chemofl) , or Baal-peor , or Pbcgor, and if what is faid ofpalus* 
the obfeene rites of this god r be juft, we may with fome 
probability affert, that the famous, or, according to the 
common notion, the infamous, Sardanapalus took the 
place of this fhamelefs idol, in the latter days of the Af- 
j'yrian family ; and that, to all appearance, the Babyloni- 
ans converted him into this god, when they deftroyed tho 
city of Nineveh , and the Jfjfyrian empire. For that he 
was a god of theirs, is evident enough, by the place givci* 
him in the fame temple with the Babylonian Fenus at JiU- 
rapolUy the Holy city 9 . We find him there in a particu- 
lar habit and attitude x 5 and, as all the kings of AJfyria 
were deified, he might have been honoured as the god of 
pleafure and debauchery. This feems tQ be intimated by 

1 ifai. xlvi. 1. *® Ibid, ubi fiip. 0 Vid. 

Vtss. de idololat. * Hi er on yw. in Ifai. Jnloc. fup, 

citat. r See vol. ii. p, 126. ? See yob ii. p. 285. 

* Ibid. 
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the common way of fpcllinghis name, for the moft part, in 
antitnt manuferipts, with a double L x , and feemingly 
with ah aliufion to Phallus , or Pallus : hence Cicero 
thought his name nolcfs odious than his character / ; and 
the priap , which ftood near him, in the temple at Hiera~ 
polls , may have been intended as a fymbol of his cha- 
racter. 

Rach. Other gods the Babylonians and Jjfyrians had, as 
Rack b, who is generally thought to have been intended 
for die fun, and therefore may be ranked with the great 
Tul, or Bebts. § 

Neeo and Nego c and Nergal were alfo gods of this people, if 
Nergal. they were not one and the fame ; but, as they are gene- 
P rally agreed to have been worftuped as fire, we forbear 
farther mention of them, till we come to the religion of 
the Mag tans. * 

Merodach Merodach alfo was a god at Babylon ; but, concern- 
ing him, we arc quite in the daik. 

In a word, we may call in the gods of the fcvcral na- 
tions, wliofe hiftories ^precede in this work, to complete the 
lift of the Babylonian idols ; for they are confciledly fprung 
from the city of Babylon: and hence it is, that Mmmmiits % 
in fpeaking of the death of 7 ha mmuz> who died a martyr 
to the Sabian religion, relates, that all the idols of the 
world flew to the great temple of the fun, at Babylon , 
and there mourned the death of Thammuz. 

Thus we have feen, that the Jupiter s , and other gods 
and goddefles of mortal origin, came from the banks of 
the Euphrates and ligris ; and that, inftead of being iU 
antient as mythologifts and biftorians make them, they be- 
gan to be worfhiped not above 900 years* before the birth 
of Christ. 

Fire* moor- The Sabians> as well as the Magians, had a veneration 
jh ip. for fire ; and therefore we might here confider them in 
that light, did we not referve that fubjeCl for the feCtion 
where we fhall fpeak of the Magi an religion, in the hiftory 
of the Pcrftans . 

The ftory of Bel and the Dragon * might here claim a 
place, were we not well affured, that the whole is fpurious. 
We therefore only add, that by the dragon here we 

x Vid. Jos. Scalig. animadverf. ad Grace. Eufeb. p. 64* 
y De republ. 1 . iii. b Vid. Willet, ubi fup. Seldc 

dc diis Syris, fyntagm. ii. c. 17. c Vid. eofd. ibid. 

* In the Apocrypha. 
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fhould underftand a ferpent or afp , which the Babylo * 
mans ufed as the fymbol of God, for which they had feveral 
teafons to give; as that this creature, without the afliftansc 
of limbs, and by a kind of virtue or power latent within 
itfelf, could not only move at a confiderable rate, but 
alfo wind and turn ilfelf into various forms ; that it lived 
to a great age, and, as it were, renewed its life with its 
coat every year; and that the acutenefs of its fight might 
aptly enough qualify it to reprefent divine Providence, or 
God k . Other reafons were given, both by the Babylo- 
nians and Egyptians , to juftify this fort of wfirfliip ; but 
we wave them, and fhall only obferve, that the fame rep- 
tile, as the fymbol of health, of prudence, and fraud, was 
worfhiped by them K 

The Babylonians agreed with the Egyptians in moft ar- 
ticles of religions efpecially in the worfhip they paid to 
fifties, to the goat, and to the onion, which, as mean an 
obje& as it may feem, was adored by both nations % for a 
reafon which we fiave hinted at above i\ 

Of their god Tburras , Thourias % or Mars , we have 
fpoken already * ; and refer the reader, for the other re- 
ligious rites and ceremonies of this people, to what we 
have faid of the religion of the Moabites , Ammonites , Mi- 
dianitesy Canaanites , Syrians + Phoenicians , and Ad- 
rians. 

We have a general view given us of their temples, idols, Their tern* 
and priefts, in the epiftle of Jeremiah r . Their idols were of pies, idols y 
gold, of filver, and of wood ; and carried about in proceffion, and priejls 
furrounded with multitudes worfhiping them. They were 
crowned, and cloathed in purple, and black with thefmoke 
of incenfe. Their temples were full of fmoke and duft, raifed 
and caufed by the numerous refort of votaries. The priefts 
made fometimes free with the gold and filver prefented to 
their gods, and either kept it for themfelves, or beftowed 
it upon lewd proftitutes, who were accounted faded. 
Whatever was offered a facrifice to their gods, they were 
wont to imbezil, and appropriate to themfelves ; and 
cloathe their wives and children with the garments that had 
been given to adorn their idols. In return for this, they 

k Vid. Voss, de idololat. I. ix* p. 233. 1 Vid. eund. 

ibid. v Alexand. ab Alexand. 1. vi. * See vol. i. 
p. 484. * See before, in the notes, p. 297, r <Baru«h 
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were fure to light up numbers of tapers and candles to 
thrir images, and to fit in the temples with their beards 
and heads clofe {haven, uncovered, and with garments rent 
and torn, crying out before their gods as for the lamenta- 
tion of fome perfon deccafed. Such was the corruption 
and degeneracy of this people, and fuch their pra&ice ; 
which muft have had a very bad eftedl on * their morals, as 
will appear in the fequel. 

Human The Babylonians having given rife to all the idolatries 

mittims* anc j fuperftitions in vogue among the neighbouring nations, 
we muft charge then\ with the horrible cuftom of facri- 
{icing human vidlims to appeafe or conciliate their god or 
gods. That this cuftom prevailed among moft of thefe 
nations, is manifeft from the accounts wc have given of 
them ; and it is no lefs manifeft, that it took birth among 
the Babylonians , who communicated the reft of their fuper- 
ftitions to all their neighbours. This cuftom, however, 
grew fo (hocking to human nature, that it feems, in the 
later days, at leaft, of the Babylonians , to have been con- 
fined to a particular /etft or tribe. For the Sephat vites are 
faid, by way of diftin&ion from the other Babylonians , to 
have burnt their children in fire to Adrammelech and Anam- 
melech, ths gods of Sepharvaim Who thefe two gods 
were, we have leen already w ; and, that thefe Sepharvitcs 
were Babylonians , properly called, would be paft all 
doubt, ftiould we agree, wjtb the moii iearneu geographers, 
that their city was that of Sijpara in Ptolemy . Be that 
as it will, there are traces of this antient cruelty to b® 
difeerned in the worftiip and rites of the Syrian, or rathe* 
Jlfify rian goddefs at Hierapolis , to whom parents, without 
remorfe, fact ificed their children, by throwing them down 
a precipice in her temple *. 

We have already declared, in the hiftory of Egypt r, 
what we know concerning the intent and meaning of this 
idolatry; and therefore {hall only add here, that, if the 
Babylonia?is , and others after them, in making gods of 
the fun, moon, or ahy other luminary, extended their 
view to the whole fyftem of nature in the worftiip they 
paid to their great deities, or, by them, meant the earth 
itfelf, the air, or any other clement, or created being, the 
whole muft be attributed to a kii]d of fliiftaken gratitude 

* 2 Kings xvii. 31. w See before, p. 25^, 

* Sec yol. ii, j>. 288. y See rol, ii. p. 479, 6 s feqq.' 
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at firft for benefits received (V), which at length dege- 
nerated into the moft ftupid idolatry. Thus touch of id<i- 

.. . latr y> 


(V) Sir John Mu tw dev ilk 
(73) hasfojudicioully fummed 
up the.hiftory and progrefs of 
idolatry, that, for the curiofity 
of it, we cannot, though fome- 
what long, but prefen t it to the 
reader, in his own words. 
Speaking of a- people in India , 
he fays, 44 Srumme of hem 
" worfehippe the fonne, fumme 
“ the mone, fumme the fuyr, 
u fumme trees, fumme fer- 
“ pentes, or the firft thing 
“ that thei meten at mo r wen ; 
44 and fumme worfehipen fy- 
44 mulacres, and fumiut; ydoles. 
44 But bet wenefy mulacres and 
44 ydoles is a gret difference ; 
44 for fymulacres ben ymages 
44 made afere Ivkneffeof men, 
44 or of wommen, or of the 
44 fonne, or <.r the mone, or 
44 of ony beft, orofeny kinde- 
44 ly thing : and ydole^ is an 
44 ymage made of lewed wille 
44 of man, that a man may 
“ noi finden among kyndely 
44 things ; as an ymage, that 
“ hathe four hedes, <fn of a 
44 man, another of an hors, 
44 or of an ox, or of fum other 
44 beft, that no man bathe feyn, 
44 aftre kyndely difpoficioun. 
44 And thei that worfehipen fy- 
U *mulacres, thei worfehipen 
44 hem for fum worthi man, 
44 that was.fum tyme,. as Her- 
44 cults and many,othere, that 
44 diden many marvaylcs in 
44 d*cre tyme. For thei feyn 
6< wel, that this be not goddes 5 
l( for thei knowen wel, that 
44 $iere is a God of kynde. 


“ that made all thinges j the^ 
44 whiche is inhevene. But. 
44 'thei knowen wel, that this 
44 may not do the marvayles 
44 that he made, but zif it had 
“ ben be the fpecyalle zifte of 
44 God ; and therefore thei* 
44 feyn, £hathe wa&Wel with 
44 God. ■ And for be caufe 
44 that he was fo wel with God, 
44 therefor thei worfehipe him. 
44 And fo feyn thei qf the 
44 fonne ; be caufe that; he 
44 chaungethe the tyme, and’ 
44 zevethe here, and noriftch- 
44 ethe alle thinges upon erthe ; 
44 and for it is of fo gret pro- 
44 fite, thei knowe wel, that 
44 that myghte not be, but that 
44 God iovethc it more than 
44 ony other thing. And for 
44 that fkylle, God hath ze- 
44 ven it more gret vertue in 
41 the world : therefore ; t is 
gode refoun, as thei feyn, 
44 to don it worfehipe and rc- 
44 Terence. And fo feyn thei, 
44 that maken here refounes of 
44 other planetes ; and of the 
44 fuyr .alfo, be caufe it is fo 
44 profitable. And of ydoles, 
44 thei feyn alfo, that the ox is 
44 the moft holy beft that is in 
44 erthe, and moft pacyent, 
44 and more profitable than ony 
44 other, * For he dothe good 
44 ynow, and he dothe non 
44 cvylle. And thei knoweri 
44 wel, that it may not be with- 
44 outen fpecyalle grace of 
44 God: and therefore maken 
44 thei here god, of an ox, the 
44 on part, and the other half* 


( 73,! age and travel, c. 1 5. f. 198. 
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latry ; and lcfs we could not have faid in this place* where 
the whole fecms to centre, and where the- whole, or at 
kafr^reat part of it^may be fixed to a chronological aera, 
which may be of ufe to us hereafter* in fpeaking of thefe 
.deities, or fonie borrowed from them in dimes far remote 
frofri this. , « * 

Miir cu* It is now time to fpeak of the cuftoms of the Afyrians 
films. and Babylonians; and, of thefe, one of the chief leemsto 
have been their method of difpofing of their young women 
Sale of in marriage. No man feems to have had a right to difpofe 
virgins, of his ov^n daughters ; but, as foon as they were fit to 

“ ondelle of a man j be caufe “ firft at morwe ; and fumme 
•* that man is the mod noble “ belles wykked meetynge * 
“ creature in erthe ; andalfo " and that thei han prevedofie 
“ forhehathlordfchipeaboven u tyme, that the hare hath 
** alle.beftes 5 therefore make " fulle evylle meetynge, and 
“ thei the halfendel of ydole u fwyn, and many othere 
" of a man upwardes, andjhe « beftes c And the fparhauk, 
“ tother half of an ox donn- “ and other foules of raveyne, 
u wardes : and of, ferpentes, u whan thei fleen aftre here 
and of other belles, and dy- “ praye, and take it before 
“ verfe thinges, that thei won- “ men of armes, it is a gode 
“ fchipen, that thei metenfirft figne: and, sif he fayle qf 

** atmorwen: and thei worfchip- “ takynge Jiij S is an 

“ en alfo fpecially alle tho that €< evylle An 4 , ^llh to 

“ they han gode meetynge of; jtfupM is ajjfvylk 

i( and whan thei fpeden wel in <f » mee ^ypge- qf ravmfjs. In 
•« here jorneye, aftre here ^|j ^ thmges, .and m Ttiche 
“ meetynge; and namely »any folk, 

“ as thei han preved ai ' 7? .tiPC/I be caufe it 

ed be experience of longa ^ Kappenetbe fo often tyme to 

“ tyme. For thei feyn, that “ fatt^afire here fantaffyel 
“ thilkegode meetynge ei may “ And* afib ^here ben men 
“ not come, but of the grace ** no beleeve in 

of Goo. And therefore thei Cridene 

“ maken ymages lyche to tho ^m^^i frrch beleeve, that 
thinges, that thei han be “ ben lft&rmed and taught® 
t( leeve inne, for to»beholden 4< alle day, be, holy doftryne 
r< hem, and worfehipen hem, “ Where inne thei fchold be- 
" fird at morwe, or thei “ leevej it is. no ’ marvaylle, 
“ meeten ony confrarious thanne, that the Paynmt$ % 
“ thinges. And therfebenal- u that han no gode do&ryne, 
“ fq fumme criftene men, that €t but only of here nature^jbc* 
u feyn, that fumme belles han “ leeven more largely, foe 
“ gode meetynge* that is to •• lymplenefle (74).” 
u fcyn, for to meete with hem 

(74) y<>yagt and travel, c* 15. p. 19$. 
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Inarry, they, With others, were expofed in fome public 
place appointed for the purpofe, where, in the rnidft of 
a croud of rqen, who attended upon thefe occafions, they 
were fold ofte by one. The moft beautiful were fir ft put 
Up, and delWiifed to the higheft bidder. When all tyhtf 
were valuable for their charms were thus difpofed of, 
the m'oney, that Was raifed by this fale, was applied, in 
behalf of fome of them, to whom nature had not been fo 
lavifli of her exterior gifts. Thefe were then offered to 
fuch as would take the leaft money with them ; and 
the poorer fort, who valued money .more than beauty, 
were as eager in underbidding, as the wealthy men had 
before been in overbidding each other for the fair ones. The 
confequence of this Was, that their young women were all 
difpofed of in marriage ; the poorer fort of the men were 
obliged to give fecurity, that they would take thofeihey had 
tliofen, before they Were in pofi'effion of the money they 
had agreed to take with them z . 

The Babylonians' thought themfclves polluted even by Pwifica- 
the ufe of matrimony } and therefore were not allowed to tion. 
touch any thing after it, till they had purified tht-mfelves by 
perfuming and Wafhing their bodies *. 

Every Babylonian Woman was once in her life-time Prefiitu- 

• bound to .proftitute herfelf to a ftrange man at the temple tionta Ve- 
of Venus. They were crowned with kriotsand garlands, nus. 

• ahd ranged in fohgtfank&before the temple, each rank be- 
ing parted from the Ol^ir'by, a line, that the men might 
conveniently' pafs befcdwwf^em, and choofe thqfe they 
liked beft. They diit^lt*&*6p^r thoice by throwing mo- 
ney into the lap of the -Wbriian they moft admired, and 
faying, as they threw inj 1 implore the goddtjs Mylitu fur 
thei. The mopey;' how little foever, was by ho mean# 
to be refufed, being'jacifcoUiited facred ; nor had the wo- 
man the power^f any man that accofted her in 
the form preferibed, but fne was abfolutely to retire with 
him, without delay (W). Having thus fulfilled the law, and 

* * per- 

4 HfeaoDot. 1 . i. c. 196. Strab. 1 . $vi. p. * Hi-' 

rodot. ibid. c. 198. Strab. ibid'. 

* 

(W) We have this cuftom, women, fays he, alfo^vith cords 
with fome additional circum- about them, fitting in the way p, 
fiances, in Baruch (75); The burn bran for perfume \ but if 
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performed fome ceremonies in honour of the goddcfi, fhe 
returned home ; and nothing could tempt her to grant the 
fagid favours again to her new lover. Women *of rank 
(for hone were difpenfed with) might be conveyed to the 
appointed place in a covered vehicle, apd keep in it \ 
wiftle their fervants waited their return at fome difbnce. 
Feflival For five days together every year, they celebrated a 
of Saequ feftival they called Sacea, or Sacca, during which the fer* 
vants commanded their matters, one of them being, for 
the time, conftituted chief over the houfe, * and wearing a 
kind of wpyal garment they called Zogana c. 

Manner of ‘Their manner Of treating their fi^k was very extraor- 
treating dinary. Having no phyficians among-them, it was their 
the fick y cuftom to expofe them publicly in the moft frequented 
and buri- places, that every one might fee them, and offer "their ad- 
a h‘ vice, if they had any knowlege of the cafe, either from their 
own experience, or from the experience of others \ nor was 
k lawful for any that patted by to omit this office. Their 
dead they buried in horiey and wax, and mourned for 
them much after .the manner of the Egyptians <i . 

Vhe Baby- The Vabyhnidns ' were exceffively credulous, fuperfti- 
loniuns ; tious, and as lewd and debauched as a nation could be, 
their cha - Their credulity mutt appear from the fiigh veneration they 
radtr. had for their Chaldaans , priefts, or jugglers} and their fu^ 
perftition from what we have faid of their religion. They 
were fo prone to idolatry, that we even find aninftanceof 
their great Nebuchadnezzar falling down before Daniel to 
worfbip him e . Debauchery reigned among them without 
controul; their princes, on whom it was incumbent to 
reftrain it, living beyond all the bounds of decency and 
moderation; as we may gather froin the banquet Beljhazzar 
giving when he faw the fatal infcription on the walK. 
Nor was the' king's example all : their ’religion, as incul- 

b Herodot. ibid. c. 199. Strabo, ibid. c 4 ero $» 
apud Athen. deipnofoph. 1 . xiv. p, 639. - d Herodot. 

1. i. c. 198. Strabo 1. xvi. ibid. c ban. ii. 46. f ibid, 
c. v. 

* 

* * , 

any of them > drawn by fome From this particular of their 
that foffeth by , lie with him , cords being broken, it has been 
Jhe rcproacheth her fellow , that fuppofed they wfere cords ofrujfh- 
fie was not thought as worthy es (76); vldiich might be cafily 
ms he f elf nor her cord broken, broken. 

f 

(7-6 ) Set Pmhifilgr* /, i. c, is. p, 65* 
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cated by their pricfb, and as we have feen in the rites of 
their great goddefs, and others, together with the feye- 
rence paid to proftitutes 8, completed them the moft fen- 
fual and abandoned race that can be imagined. Parents 
and hufbands did not fcruple to expofe for money tffeir 
wives ^nd children to the embraces of their guefts. Drunk- 
ards they are particularly faid to have been ; and their wo- 
men were admitted to their debaucheries, who, upon thefe 
occafions,' fifft appeared modeft and referved, till, putting 
off their cloaths by degrees, they at length appeared quite 
naked ; and this wa§ prl&ifed both bylhe married women, 
and the maids, who thought it good breeding thus to dis- 
play all their charms without referve h . Such was the cha- 
ndler of the Babylonians , a charafter anfwering to, and 
countenanced by, their religion $ though it cannot be fup- 
pofed, that, in the beginning of their empire, they were 
quite fo diffolute as here reprefented. 

They feem to Have affe&ed ^>ride and effeminacy in Their ha - 
their drefs ; their under-garment was a linen veil, downer, 
to their heels, over which they had* another of woolen, 
and, overall, a white mantle, or cloke. They wore their 
o$n hair’; their heads were^adorned with a tiara or mitre* 
and their bodies anointed all l over with oil of fefame*. 

* Each of them wore a feal-ring on the finger, and in their 
hand a wrought ftaff, or feeptre, adorned at the head with 
fome particular enfign or figure, as an apple, or rofe, or 
lily, or an eagle, or fome fuch badge, without which it 
was unlawful to apperir with one of thefe fficks, or 
ftaves. On their feet they wore a kind of flippers h Of 
their attire fome traces are ftill to be found in the figures 
remaining at Perfepolts , as we fhall obferve hereafter. 

. The Babylonians were famed for learning, particularly Learning 
the Chald&anS) who were, as is faid, their priefts, their of the 
philofo^hers, aftronomers, aftrologers, foothfayers, &c> Chaldees. 
And, in refpeft of this pretended claim to learning, and 
fupernatural knowlege, the Gbaldees arediftinguifhed quite 
from the Babylonians , and are faid to have inhabited a re- 
gion*peculiar to themfelves, next to the Arabians , and the 
Ptrftan gulf % juft where we have placed them. They 
were divided into feveral fe&s, as the* Orcheni^ the Borji - 
pennii and known by other names of diftinction, berrow- 


s See before, p. 371. 

1 Herodot. ubi fup. c, 195, 
1 Herqdot. Strab. ibid. 
p.739. 


h Qt/iNT, Curt. 1 . v. c. i. 
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ejl either from particular places ", where different do&rinei 
on the fame points were held, or from particularperfons, 
who had doarines peculiar to themfelves, Many , of their 
learned men were famous, and known bypam’e among die 
Greeks, as Adtna , Naburian , Sudin, and ipaiy others 
We have already confidered this tri|xe as fct apart %• 
devotion or fuperftition 5 we are now to fpeak of them 
as philofophers only, and of what they taught as fucb, 
as well as of their manner of inftitution. 

Whether W E'h^ve already related their- Arrange fable concerning, 
hey had their firft ihftru&or Oannes p ; and«fhallnowadd, that, by’ 
heir what is laid of his inventions, and ufeful communications to 
earning men, he may have been the Egyptian* •//»» or 0 fir is, or 
from the both. Be that as it will, the report of Oannes’ s appearance 
Egypti- in Chaldesa from out of the- fea, has given birth to an opi- 
anE - nion, that 0 fir is and Oannes were at teaft contemporaries ; 

and that the Babylonians had all their learning from the 
Egyptians , not much earlier than the Jays of Amman , and 
Sefac or Sbijhak,' whom our author s will have to have 
been the fame with Sefofiris, or not long before the .days 
of David and Solomon. To prove this, he exhibits the 
teftimony of feveral antient authors, one * writing, That 
the Egyptian Belus, the fon of Neptune and Libya, carried 
colonies from Egypt into Babylonia ; and that, fettling up- 
on the banks of the Euphrates , he inftituted prices with 
the fame privileges as in Egypf ; and that thefe were called 
Chaldaans , and were to ohferve the ftars after the manner 
of Egypti another u declaring the Babylonian Belus had 
his name frpm the Egyptian of that name, the fon of Li- 
bya. In a word, our author "concludes, that ’whtn Sab- 
baco the Ethiopian invaded Egypt , multitudes of that coun- 
try fled from him into Qhaldaa, and carried with them thefr 
aftronomy, aftrology, architecture, and the form of their 
year, which they preferved in the sera of Nabtmjfar, j 
and, as a farther proof of this, he produces the form of 
the tower or temple of Belus at Babylon , which was built 
y pretty pearly after tne manner of the Egyptian pyramids. 
All this feem? plauftble enough. . 

But may not the preference, thus given by the Greeks. 
to the Egyptians, be owing to their being better acquainted! 
With them than with the Babylonians ? May not th ^Egyptians 

" Strab, geograph. I. xvi. p. 739. 0 Idem ibid. 

» See vol.l.p. 190, 191. * Sir Is. Newt, chron. of ant. king, 

amend, p. 210, 211, & feq. « Diodor. Sic. Li. p. 17. 

* Pausan. I. iv. c. S3. w Sir Isa. Newt, ubi fup, 

have 
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We imposed upon the Greeks in this point, as they ce»- 
tainly did in point of antiquity ? The Jews, AraRaps, 
and Indians, nave it by tradition, that the Egyptians were 
inftrs&ed in all .their knowlege by the Chaldees, namely, 
by Abraham, who was one of that; country. This tea- 
dition'deferves, st ka’ft, as imich credit, as any tradition 
of the Egyptians , however credited and adopted bv the 
Greeks ; the rather, as it is in fome degree confirmed by 
moft of the weftern writers trferibing the invention of the 
fidereal knowlege to the AJfyrian or Babylonian fielus. The 
Chaldaans themfdves, at leaft, did not acknowlege them- 
lelves indebted pb any other nation for their knowlege, as 
is manifeft from thdr fuppofing their firft inftru&or Oannts 
to have fprung from the primigenial egg *. But, not to 
dwell on fo dark a point, let us take a furvey of the 
learning which both nations claimed the glory of in- 
denting. 

They acquired hot their leafning after the manner of Their 
the Greeks, but by tradition from father to fon j and, be- manner of 
ing exempt from all offices, their onfy bufinefs waS*, to in fstution. 
apply themfelves to the inftruflion they received. They 
never departed from what they imbibed, fully fatisfied of 
what they received from their anceftors 5 and, by a tenacious 
adherence to it, they became perfectly knowing in what 
they profeffed k. . , 

Such was the manner of their infiitution, fuch their 
obftinate adherence to what they had received from their 
forefathers, that they made little or ho progrefs even in 
the learning they particularly profeffed, as may be difeo- 
vered in the fequel. 

They taught that the world was eternal ; that it never Their do- 
had beginning, and never fbould have end. However,they Urine a- 
scknowleged a divine Providence ; and owned, that the bout the 
motidhs of the heavens were not directed by blind chance, ’ wor ^‘ 
or performed fpontaneoufly, but by the guidance and di- 
re&ion of fuperior agents, <©r gods. They are univerfally 
laid to hive been the firft that cultivated aftronomy, and 
to Bare made fuch'progrefs therein, as to have not only 
dtftovered the exafi motions of the heavenly bodies, but 
a3fo"certain influences they have over things below, and to 
have thence been able to foretel what was hidden in the 
womb of futurity c , 

* See vol. !. p. 191. h Dion. Sicul. bib!, hiftor. 1 . i>. 
p. 82, . * Idea ibid. 



376 , the Bijtcry of the Babylonian^ : B. I. 

They were • By this it appears, that, whatever advances they made 
woreaflro- as aftronomers, they were more particularly valuable, if 
hgers than we may fo -exprefs ourfelves, 21s aftrologers. From this 
i’flrono. delufive amufement they boafted a know^geof what was 
men. to come, a power of averting evil, and procuring gopd: 
hence chiefly they were conftdered "as magicians, ami, as 
we call them, fortune-tellers 

The planets they called interpreters , and made the 
greateft account of their influence, particularly of the in- 
fluence o£ Saturn : the next in degree of eminence with 
them was So /, or the fun ; then Mars , Venm 9 Mercury , 
ind Jupiter ; which were all the planets they reckoned : 
thefe they called interpreters , becaufe, by their motions 
and afpe&s, they in a more evident manner portended 
the will and pleasure of the gods. «* They fometimes judged 
by their rifing, fometimes by their fetting, and fometimes , 
by the colour or degree of their light 5 whence they fore-? 
told ftorms of wind, oft rain, or exteflive droughts, as 
alfo the appearance of comets,, eclipfcs of the fun and 
mobn, earthquake^, and the whole train of pretended fore- 
runners of the good or bad fortune ofmatfons in general, 
and of kings and private perfons in particular e . 

Tie fyftem Unber thefe fix planets they ranged 30 ftars, which 
of their they called coun felling gods ; half of thefe took notice 
eftology. of what was done under the earth; and the other half 
of what was done by men, or tranfafted in the heavens, 
they gave out, that once in ten days one of the fuperior 
ftars defeended to the inferior, as it were a meffenger from 
thofe above; and ♦hat, in return, one of the inferior 
afeended to the fupenor in the fame quality ; and that this 
mutual correfpondence was natural to them, and was 
to continue for. ever. They reported, that the chiefs of 
thefe counfelling gods were 12 in number ; and alfigned 
to each a month of the year, and a whole .%n of the 
zodiac f . 

All thefe ftars they gave out to have influences over 
► the nativities of men, and tp forebode whatever is to bc- 
fal them of evil, or good, in the cOurfe of their lives. 
Aggin, out of the zodiac they fekdied 24 ftars, , and 
placed 12 of them towards the north pole, and 12 towards 
the fouth. Thofe within our fight they afligned to the 
living, and thofe not within it, they called the Jlars or 
*on/idlations of the dead ; and thefe ftars they termed the 
judges of all things : in fhort, the Chaldcvans were com- 
^Diod. Sic, bibl. hitter. I. ,p . 82. . e Idem ibid. 

f Idem ibid. 
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plere aftrologps, and pretended to excel, in that relpeft, 
all other nations «. * 

Astronomy, which ought to have taken place of the Deficient 
former, yielded It here, and was, it feems, only cultivated in afirono- 
as a fciertOe feepndary to the other ; and accordingly their my, 
notidhs were coarfe and-imperfaft. They held the earth 
to be like a vefiel or boat, and hollow within, fupporc- 
ing this doctrine by various arguments h . 

We have feen their divifion of the zodiac into 12 figns, 
throughout which they taught that the feveral planets per- 
formed their revolutions : but they feem to have had no 
notion qf the immenfe diftance of fome of the planets 
from the fun 5 aiM accounted for the time they took up 
in their revolutions, purely by the flownefs of their mo- 
tion ; though by their ‘theory of the moon the contrary 
fbould appear ; for they taught that fhc completed her 
courfe the fooneft of any, not becaufe of her extraordi- 
nary 'velocity, buf becaufe her* orbit, as we now fpcak, 
was lefs than the orbit of any other # body that cirpurti- 
volved in the heavens. They taught, * that (he (hone with 
a light not her own; and that, when eclipfed, fhe was 
immerged in the fhadow of the earth. But, for eclipfes 
of the fun, they were quite at a lots \ nor could they fix 
the rime when they would happen K In lhoi t, the whole 
of their philofophy and learning feems to have been chiefly 
what we now call judicial aftrology 5 a fcience unworthy 
of that name, and as much contemned by the moderns, as 
it was prized by the antients. 

Nor has this boafted knowlege and learning of the Their 
Chaldm been arraigned by the moderns only ; it has alfo boafted 
been condemned by 4 :he antients, as inconfiftent with the learning 
nature of things, and as implying a fatal neeeflity, and condemned. 
deftroying the freedom of our will k . And this was the 
mighty learning^ for which the Chaldaans were fo famed, 
as to become, in a manner,- a diiiinft nation from the 
Babylonians ; and indeed what we *have faid of their 
knowlege is confirmed by Scripture 5 for Daniel* fpeak- 
ing*of them, divides them into four forts or kinds; viz. 
magicians, aitrologers, forcerers, and Ckaldaans 1 , adding 
afterwards to thefe wife-men, fuch as divined by lots, 
or fuch as foretold events by the inlpe<Stion of entrails m . 

t Dion. Sic. bibl. liiflor. 1. ii. p. 8a. h Idem ibid. 

1 Idem ibid. k Vid. Bardesan. apud Euseb. prcepar. 

evangel. 1. vi. c. 10. p. 273, & alios apudeund. ibid. 1 Dan. 
ii, a. m Ibid, ver, 27. 

And 
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And though fome fuppofe the Chaldmns , as here 
guifbcd from the five other forts, to have been a particular 
fra, of deeper and more folJd learning n ; We, may eafily 
perceive, that they, as well as die reft, pretended to di* 
vitiation, and were called upon, as well as die reft, tfei 
difcover what was concealed from other men. For as 
their knowlcge was communicated to them by tradition 
from father to fon, what was dark and unintelligible to 
other men, muft have been fo to them too, who, with 
an implicit faith, received whatever was taught them. 
Whence we may fafely conclude, that they were all, in 
their feveral ways, fo many oracles ; and mat they were 
all devoted to the fame end, however they may have been 
divided as to the means and methods of attaining it ; fo 
that feemingly thefe Babylonians had their feience branched 
out amongft them, much after the manner the Egyptian 
phyficians had theirs , Their learning muft have been 
made up intirely of fuperftitious practices, and delufivo 
arts ; and, if any better they had, they muft have con- 
cealed it under fuch enigmas, and far-fetched refeitt,- 
blances and allegories, as muft have rendered it quite a 
fecret, even to themfelves ; and it feems not to have been 
without good reafon, that many p of later times have 
made flight of them as philofophers, and concluded that 
the Greeks were in this refpeft little, if at aH, beholden 
either to them, or the Egyptians. 

Ib&yfom- As the Chaldees -were peculiarly the men of learning in 
am m di- this nation, fo the Babylonians , properly fo called, applied 
£m 3 im (^therrvfelves to the arts ; though perhaps we fliall have more 
Chal- reafon to call thefe the men of learning among them, 
**f * than the former, if true it be, that the former were 
tfitir ei-ts. w holly addi£led to, and fet apart for, the ftdereal confuta- 
tions, and the propagation of the extravagancies, which 
muft, as fliould feem, have made tip the.fyftem of their 
philofophy. For in this cafe the Babylonians, as diftin- 
guiflied from the Chaldaans , muft have been good ma- 
thematicians and mechanics, as appears by the immenfe 
buildings they reared, and which could not be effected 
without great skill in the feveral branches of the loathe- 
ma tics and geometry. This we may lay in general j but to 
lay how far they excelled In perfpeclive, and the true har- 
mony of proportion, may not be quite fo eafy a task ; 
though, that their ornaments and decorations fell fhort of 
¥ 

8 Pvrch. pilgr. 1 . i. c. 12. p. 6j. ' * Vol.i. p. 497,498. 

8 Cal. Rhodic. Josefh. Scalic. Pevcer, &c. Sec . 

what 
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V/hat was afterwards feen in Greece r can never be doubted. 

And hence we jnav pronounce, that their painting^ and 
fiatues ml vaftly fhort of tjjofe which Greece produced* 

Musiq they had, but In what perfe£lion we rouft never Mufic. 
"hope to know ; nor would It he worth our while to' at- 
tempt it* But that they had a variety of inftruments. 

We are well affured ; viz. flutes, cornets, harp$, fackhuts, 
pfilteries* dulcimers, and all kinds of tnujic What 
thefe initruments ex^&ly were, we probably fhall never 
know ; but if we may judge of their skill in h^rrtiony, by 
what we can difcoverof their painting and ftataaiy, we 
mull not equal them in that fcience to the Greeks. * 

We are quite unacquainted with their poetry ; but mull Poetry. 
leave the reader to form a judgment of it, by that of the 
other eaftero nations, their neighbours, both antient and 
modern. Neither do we pretend to fay by whom it was 
particularly cultivated, whether by the Chaldceans y or the 
Babylonians \ but as 4 thas at all tifncs been facred to religion 
and fuperftitjion, we may fuppofe the former, as priefts, 
laid claim to it, as part of their province. 

That phyfic was no regular fcience among them, is pbyC Cm 
inanifeft from what we have laid above concerning their 
manner of trcating.the fide. But it grew into great re- 
pute with the Per fans their fucceffors, as we fhall obferve 
in a more proper place* # 

We have already declared, there is no more difference Language. 
between the Syriac and Chaldee , the language of this * 
people, than between the Englijh and Scots Their 
common alphabet we have already given a j and as for 
the Mendean charter, which is alfo peculiar to them, it 
is not only what we may call modern, but fo like the 
Qftrangeh of the Syriac r , that we have thought it un- 
necessary to infert it. Bochart u fuppofes they had a facred 
chara&er as well as the Egyptians , but upon a very un- 
fatisfa&ory foundation* 

The Babylonians , properly fo called, were great ar ~Archi- 
ehite&s, and ingenious in the cafting of metals, and great tenure. 
workmen and contivers, as will bq particularly remarked. 

When we come to fpeak of Babylon , their great metro- 
polis.^ * 

They were no lefs famous for their manufa&urea, Manu- 
particularly for their rich embroideries, fumptuous \dk+f*&*res, 
ments, magnificent carpets, and fine linen \ infomuch**^/** 

linen , 

q Dan. iii. 5—15. r Seevol. ii. p. 293, 294. * Ibid, 

t Ibid. * Canaan, c. 17. col. 773. 


that 
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that wc read of Cato , that he immediately fold a Baby- 
loniart cloak, or mantle, which was left to him by inhe- 
ritance, as being what he was afhamed to wear w j and 
clfewhcre, that at Rome there had been paid, for a fuit , 
of Babylonian hangings for a dining-room, fix thoufand 
four hundred fifty-eight pounds fix (hillings and eight- 
. pence *. It were to no purpofe to quote authors for far- 
ther inftances of this magnificence, which is known to a 
proverb : or to aim at a detail of the feyeral protlu&s of 
their indufay $ we would only add, that the Babylonians , 
as well as the Tyrians , had their purple, which they fent 
into the 'eaftern parts by way of traffick r . This purple 
they had from a port called Apologus , near the Euphrates *• ; 
but as it is difputed, whether the art of dying purple was 
their invention, or whether they *had it from Tyre % we 
(hall only obferve here, that their country afforded the bed 
materials for dying, viz* alum, both natural and artificial b . 
Tarticu- This people was not oflly divided irito two great tribes, 
lar tribes, ^^Babylonians and Ghaldaans, properly fo called, but into 
‘other fubordinate fec&s. Three of thefe are faid to have 
fed upon nothing but fi(h c , and thereby feem to have in- 
fringed a facred law among the Babylonians, who abflained 
from fifh out of refpe£l to their great goddefs. Thus 
we hate feen, that fome of the Egyptians worfhiped the 
fifh, which others fed upon. However, as thefe tribes 
lived in the fens, where no corn grew, it may not have 
been upon a religious principle, but out of neceflity, that 
they departed from the pra&ice of their countrymen. 
Their fifh they dried in the fun, and made them dried 
into pafte, having no other means to fupply the want of 
bread «. Something yet more extraordinary we are told 
of the inhabitants of Borfippa , where the bats being much 
larger than in other places, they ufed to fait them for 
food f ; but whether this practice proceeded from fuper- 
ftitjon, or want, is uncertain ; though we can hardly 
believe it was owing to the latter in (S plentiful a coun- 
try. 

Commerce. The trade of this antient people is no-where, that we 
know of, profeflcdly treated of \ but that it muft have. 

w Plutarc/I. in vita Catonis. x Plin. hill, natur, 

1. viii. c. 48. ' See Arbutti. of ant. coins, weights, and mca- 
fures, p. 142. y Arrian, peri pi. mar. Erytli. in minor* 

Hudson, vol- 5 i. p. 20, 21. 2 Idem ibid. a Vid. 

Bochart. phaleg. c. 7. col. 28. b Vid. cund. ibid, 

c Herodot. 1 . i. c. 200. d Strab. 1 . Avi, p. 746. 

c IiisRopoT. ubi fup. f Strab. ubi fup. p, 739. 

been 
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been very confiderable, is not in the leaft to be doubted, 
efpecially when Babylon was in the meridian of her glory* 
Whofoever contemplates the fplendor of this monarchy, 
the commodious fituation of the country in general/ and 
of its capital in particular, cannot doubt but commerce 
mpft here have flouriftied to a very eminent degree. Ba- 
bylon was fituated, as it were, in the very midft of the 
old world ; and, by means of the two great rivers, the 
Euphrates and Tigris , had very eafy communication t^ith 
the weftern and northern parts, as alfo with the eaftern, 
by means of the Perfian gulf. As it was not only the 
feat of a potent monarchy, but alfo afforded many pro- 
ductions and manufactures of its own, to exchange with 
its neighbours, and lay fo within the reach of them all, 
it is not lobe doubted, but that trade was as extenfive 
here as any-where elfe. # That the Babylonians had {hip- 
ping of their own, and were confiderable, as navigators, 
cannot well be disputed, fince their city is {tiled by the 
prophet a city of maters ; and their extenfive commerce 
is deferibed in the book of Revelation (X), 

(X) Befidcs what might be wine, and oil \ and fine flour , 
gathered to prove this point, and wheat, and beajls, and 
in the Prophets , the book of fleep, and horfes, and chariots. 

Revelation (yy), deferibing the andflaves , and fouls of men 
fall of Babylon , has thefe words, . : . . The merchants of thefe 
\vh15h at once difplay the things , which were made rich 
mighty riches of this city as an by her f flail ftand afar off, for 
emporium, and convince they * thejflar of her torment , weep- 
mutt have abounded in fhip- ing and wailing, and faying , 
pipg ; Babylon the great is fall* Alas f alas 7 that great city , 
en, is fallen .... The merchants that was doathed in fine linen , 
of the earth flail weep and and purple , and f carle t, and 
mourn over her ; for ?io man decked with gold , and precious 
buyeth her merchandize any fiones , and precious ft ones, and 
more : the merchandize of gold pearls And every flip- 

and Jilver, and precious ft ones, mafier , and all the company in 
and of pearls , and fiye linen , flips, and failors, and as many 
and purple, and filk, and fear let, as trade *by fea , flood afar off 
and all thyme [or fweet] wood, and cried .... Alas ! alas t 
and all manner of veffels of that great city, wherein wen 
ivory , and all manner of veffels made rich all that had fl/tps in 
of moft precious wood, and of the fea, by reafon of her coftli - 
brafs, and iron, and marble, nefs .... is . . . . made deft* 
and cinnamon, and odours, and late (78). 
ointments, and frankincenfe , and 

^77) xviii. a 19. (7S ) Ibid. 

SECT. 
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SECT. III. 

the Chronology of the Babylonians, from the firjl 
Rife of the Monarchy to its Dijfolution. 

W E are here to confider the Babylonians in two ve»y 
different views ; firft, as compofing a fmall, though 
perhaps, a formidable kingdom, immediately after the 
deluge, the chronology of which we have already fettled, 
as exactly as the nature of the thing will bear g ; and fe- 
condly, as conflicting a potent and wide-fpreading em- 
pire, founded by, and at Iaft rifing upon the ruins of] the 
Afyrians their brethren h ; fo that, in effeS, we are here 
only to look back to the early tiirfes of the AJfyrian mon- 
archy, of which this was a collateral branch, and poffefled 
perhaps, by princes of the fame blood, with thofe who filled 
the throne of Nineveh . We may refer the reader back 
to what we have faid in the chronology of tire Afyrians , 
to fatisfy himfelf concerning the chronology of this peo- 
ple ; for they properly tok rife in one and the fame per- 
fon, viz . in Pul king of Affyria , and nearly at one and 
the fame time. But, not to anticipate what may be more 
properly infilled on hereafter in the courfe of this fe£lion* 
we flrall proceed to diftingulfh the kingdom of Babylon 
from the kibgdom of Ajfyria , and to exhibit, purfuant to 
our quflom, a feries of the kings of Babylon , according to 
feveral authors. 


A TABLE of the Succejftons , of the Babylonian 
Kings % according toVtokmy's Ajlronomical Canon 3 , 
and the Eccleftaftical Account . 


According to the moft cor- 
re& copies of Ptolemy's 
canon. 

Years. 

t Nabonajfar reigned 14 

a Nadius - - - 2 

3 Chinzirus and Porus *5 

g Seevol, i.p, 286* &feqq, 


According to the ecclefiafli- 
cal account in Syncellus . 

* 

Years. 

t Nabonafarus or Salma- 
nafar reigned . 25 

2 Nabius - - - - 8 

3 Cbinzerus and Porus 5 


4 1 »- 


» Ibid. 



C IK. ‘The Hifiory of the Babylonian*. 


According to the moft cor- 
re£t copies of Ptolemy's 
canon* 

Years. 

4 y**g**$ - - s 

5 M&rdoc- Empadus 1 2 

6 Arkianus - - 5 

7 Interreign I. * 2 

8 Belibus 

9 Apronadius 
IO Rigebelus 

ir Mefejfimordacus - 4 

12 Interreign II. - - 0 

13 Ajfar-Mdinus - 13 

14 Sao/ducheus - - .20 

15 Chyntladanus - - 22 

16 Nabopallafarus - 21 

17 Nabocolajfarus *j - 43 

18 llvarodamus - - 2 

19 Nirica/filajfarus - - 4 

20 Nabomdius - - 17 


According to the ecclefiaftf* 
cai account in Syucellus . 

Years. 

4 lllulaut - 5 

5 Mardocempadocus 12 

6 Arceanus - - 3 

Interreign L - - a 

i Belithus - - 3 

9 Aporanadifus m * 6 

10 lregibdllus - | 

1 1 Mejfiftmordactts 4 

12 Interreign II. - - 8 

13 Ifarindinus - - 13 

14 Saofduchius - - g 

15 Cineladanus - 14 

16 Nabopalafarus — - 21 
17* NebucbadomforYm fon 43 

1 8 Ebidan Merodach - 5 

19 Nireglefarus, or J 

Baitafar - - J 3 

20 Nabonadius y ovAjly-~\ 

ages, or Darius,/ 

or AJfuerus , or y/r- ( ^ 
taxerxes - - 


209 209 

This tabic contains, on the one fide, a genuine and 
moft correct copy of Ptolemy' s aftronomical canon (Y), 
and on the other a corruption of it. We fhall not here 
inquire into the differences between thefe two lifts, or the 
liberty the author of this ecclefiaftical account has taken 
with his original, which we may oocafionally confider 
under the reigns of thefe kings. Syncellus , whence we 
have taken this ecclefiaftical computation, has under die 
fame head another, the authors of them being Africanus 

(Y) This canon was parti- Seth Calvifus, and firft pub* 
cularly reftified from a manu- lifted, with Ptolemy's hypothec 
fcript in the Bodleian library Jts 9 by Dr. Bambridge(yg), pro* 
at Oxford, and fent by Dr. felTor of the mathematics at 
Overal, dean of St. Paul's, to Oxford {So), 

(79 ) Vid. Gregor. poflbum.'de ara & epoch * C , 7. p, 1 49.. (So) Pad , 
Marjh . can. chron . fdtcul. #vii. 

and 
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and Eufehius We (hall therefore have little to do here ; 
few arguments can be wanting, ancf indeed none can he 
neeefl'ary, to prove the firft rife and duration of the Baby- 
lonian empire, which is i\> happily afcqrtaincd to our 
fhexra ^bands by Ptolemy , whole canon is lb exactly agreeable to 
Nabonaf- fcripture hiftory, that if this latter could poilibly ftand in 
far. need of confirmation as to the hiflotjcal parts of it, fo far 
as it relates to the hiftory of the great empires of the Af- 
fyrians and Babylonians , nothing could be fo*eftb£tual to- 
waidsit as this canon, which has given birth to one of 
the moft famous profane reras, that of Nabonajfar , the 
firft king ‘in it, and without which there would be the 
moft palpable darknefs over the affairs of thefe people. 
Nothing is more furprifing, than that this moft noble 
monument (hould have been fo little examined by the 
light naturally refle&cd on it from the facred penmen, as 
not to have extricated the whole body of chronologers 
and hiftorians out of the labyrinth they have almoft all ‘ 
bewildered themfelves in, milled by tt the extravagancies 
of the fabulous Greek writer, who has been blindly 
followed by the antients, and unnaturally by the modem 
Chriftians. This canon takes date from the firft day of 
the Egyptian month Tboth , at noon, of the ye^r of the 
world 3257, of the flood 1602, before Chrift^y. The 
firft of the month Thoth anfwers the 26th of our February , 
which in that year fell on a Thursday . The kingdom of 
Babylon then took rife in the 24th year of Pul's appearance 
on this fide the Euphrates ; which plainly fhews it to have 
been immediately of Ajjyrian origin, according to the 
prophet k ; Behold the land of the Chaldeans ; this people 
was not till the AfFyrian founded it for them that dwell in 
the wildernefs ; they fet up the tovjers thereof they raifed 
up the palaces thereof \ The kingdom of Babylon was, 
then, founded by the Affyrians . This is lb plain, that it 
may be needlefs to multiply words in proof of it, efpe- 
cially after what we have laid in the chronology of Ajjy~ 
ria, which tends direflly to make it appear. 

Ptolemy, we “may perceive, could difeover no king 
of Babylon older than Nabonajfar , and therefore begins 
with him $ and Scripture mentions' no king of Ajfyria be- 
fore Pu/ t who appeared on this fide the Euphrates about 
23 years before the firft year of the canon ; and as Nafa- 
najjar is an Ajjyrian name, evidently compounded of NeSir 
addon-affur , we may he certain,, that he was the fon or 
grandlbn of Pul ,* who, upon his death, divided his mon* 

1 Vid. can. chron, ftpcul, Xvil ,T Ifai. xxiii. 13. 
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archy between his children. This^is a mod evident 
point, and abundantly helps as to underftand what 
the prophet means in the text above, and without 
which it is impoffible to underftand how the Ajfyrians 
fhould have founded the land of the Chaldees . This 
kingdom of Babylon bein| then of AJfyrian extraflion, 
and cenfidered as a lifter-kingdom with AJfyria y and being 
a natural branch of it, we nave nothing here to add to 
what we have already urged, except that we can fix the 
date of it with fomewhat more certainty than that of the 
AJfyrian empire ; which we could have |no rK^ice of till 
the firft appearance of Pul in the* weft. It may be- 
gin then with us in the twenty-fourth year of Pups 
appearance to the weft ward of the Euphrates , 1601 
years after the flood, and 747 before Chrift : it ends 
1810 years after the flood, and 538 before Chrift ; fo that 
its whole duration was no more than 209 years ;to which if 
we add the 23 years of Pul before the date of this canon, 
we ftiall have a number not exceeding 232, for the years 
of the duration of the great AJfyrian family, whether at 
Nineveh , or at Babylon , with relpedl *to what we know 
of the rife of thefe kingdoms : and that Nineveh , which 
is confeflhdly the oldeft, did not much exceed this number, 
muft appear to any one that gives himfelf the trouble to 
recoiled! Vhat we have fo amply obferved in the third, 
fourth, and fifth fedfions of the preceding chapter. 

The Chaldees , we are told, were founded* by the Aft 
fyrian ; and by the undoubted authorities of Scripture, 
and Ptolemy $ aftronomical canon, this AJfyrian can 
have been no other than Pul . If any one can prove the 
exiftence of another AJfyrian conqueror or founder before 
him, we ftiall be very ready to congratulate him upon 
the difeovery. The canon itfelf dire&s us when to date 
the fall of the Babylonian empire, meaning the 18th year 
of Nabonadius ; tho\ according to the canon, he reigned 
but 17 years; for every king’s reign there begins with 
the laft Tboth of his prcdeceflor’s reign. 

* SEC T. IV. 

The HiJiory of the Babylonians. 

B EFORE we enter upon the hiftory of this people, as 
conftituting a wide and moft famous monarchy, we 
jnuft juft take a retrofpedt of their firft eftablittunent as 
a kingdom, which is vainly given out to have exifttd be- 
fore the deluge. We have already exhibited the anted* - 
Vol.IV. Cc jk;vxn 
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luvian princes of this part, according to the fever&l au- 
thors ; and faid as much of its firft founder Nimrod ,we 
h'ava been able to collect. We have therefore now nor- 
thing that remains, but to declare who are faii to haw 
been his immediate fucceffors m this infant kingdom^ a 
lift of which we have tranfcribed. - 

A TABLE of the kings of Babylon, th&t imme- 
diately Jucceeded Nimrod. " 

According to Eufebks. According to Syncelluu 
•> Years. "m6T3. 

1 Evechoos , ox Nimrod, } , I E vochous, orNimrodfi , 

reigned - - 3 reigned - - * J 

2 Chomasbolus - - 7 2 Chofmabolus - - - 7 

3 Parus - - - - 35 3 " - - - 35 , 

4 Nechobes - - - 43 4 Nechubes - - - 43 

5 * - - - - 48 5 Abius - - - - 48 

6 Oniballus - - - *40 6 Onibqlles - - - 40 

7 Z inzirus - - - 45 7 Zinzirus - - - 45 

224 224 

Our authors, we fee, perfeftly agree as to tfiefe kings 
who are called the dynafty of the Chaldees $ and^ indeed, 
in this cafe, Synceilus nas faithfully copied Eufebius* 
This dynafty, which lafted no more than 224 years, was 
no fooner expired, that the Arabians became uppermoft, 
and produced a race of fix kings at Babylon . This Ara~ 
bian dynafty lafted 216 years, and the tw#%nafties to- 
gether 440. The Arabian dynafty was fu<&eOded by the 
Ajfyrian , beginning with Belus, and ending with Sarda- 
napalus , as we have given it in the chronology of the Af- 
Jyrians k . The Ajfyrians muft then have ere&cd their 
monarchy long before the call of Abraham ; and the fan^e 
muft have continued at leaft a thoufand years after him, 
without any interm iffion, according to the moft common 
accounts, which m 3 y be fufficiently difproved by this one 
argument. Befidcs, there can well be no doubt but thefe 
Arabian king9 were, according to Scripture, of the coun- 
try of Elam , or Perjia ; for, under Cbedorlaomer king of 
E/am, we find Amraphel king of Shihar , the undoubted' 
Babylonia , warring upon the kings of the Canaankes. : 
we may then as good as fatisfy ourfelves, that this Arabian 1 
dynafty, as it is ^called, fubfifted after the call, wfien 

* See before, p. 260, & fcqq. 
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Abraham refcued fiif brother Lot from them $ To that 
hence it may appear, that if any people can claim to havfc 
been properly the fir ft monarchy , the Elamites , or Per - 
ftam % are the people, as we fhall obferveinits proper place. 

W e have no certain notice of any thing relating to the F\ r ft 
firft kingdom of Babylon , except that, about the year 1912 kingdom 9/ 
before ‘the Chrittian sera, it was governed by a king Ba M on » 
called Amraphel, who warred under the king of EJam l . 

This is all we have to fey concerning thefe early times-v*****' 
of this ant rent kingdom, except we ad6pt the Ctcftan ac- .™ ra ~ 
counts of SemiramtSy who, according, to him,*muft be** 
called the foundrsfe of Babylon - 9 and that is what we 
need not repeat. 

However, we cannot but take notice, that the feries 
we have given of the Ajfyrian kings, as they ftand in 
Eufebius and Syncellus y is* reckoned as the third dynafty 
of the Chald&ans or Babylonians , and called the Ajfyrian ; 
but, concerning this, wa mull refer the reader to our 
chronology of the AJJyrians , where we hope he will meet 
with what may fatisfy him concerning ,the little weight 
this fuccefiion of dynafties ought to have with him. 

According to this method of arrangement, the kings 
► in Ptolemy's $ai \ on fhould be called the fourth dynafty of 
the orientals^anddiftingudhedby the title of thcBabylqnian ; 
but this we muft rejeft as built upon no tolerable founda- 
tion, and efpecially with us, who diftipguifh fo widely as 
we do, between the antient kingdom of Babylon , apd the 
monarchy or empire of the fame. 

We have now brought all the hiftory we know of this 
people down to the asra of Nabonajfar ; but, before we 
begin with that genuine race of princes, who are the only 
kings of Babylon we, can poffibly acknowlege, from the 
d^ys pf Amraphel above to the faid NabonaJJar y we muft 
relate what is fabuloufly reported of the man, who, ac- 
cording to fome profane authors, muft be accounted the 
firft king of Babylon . 

He is by fome called Belefis m , and* by others Nany- 7 be ftory 
brus n $ and both affeft to give us an extraordinary fto ry*f Belefis, 
of him, which will be almoft all we ftiall be able, in thefe f r Nany- 
authors, to find concerning the Babylonian empire, till it® rus * 
was put to an end. 

Unper the name of Belefis y this firft prince is repre- 
fented as a crafty and mean-fpirited knave, and, at the 
, * 

1 Gen. xiv. 9 . ™ See before, p. 302. n Nico*,. 

Pamasc, in excerpt. Valef, p, 424. 
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fame time, as nothing lefs than an hero. It is faid he 
was Jufc enough to circumvent Arbam , his epilogue and 
friend, in the moft fhameful manner, by pretending a 
vow he had, in the midft of the war, made to his god 
BchiSy That if fuccefs was the event of it, and the pa- 
lace of Sardanapcilus was confumed, a$ it was, he would 
be at the charge and trouble of removing the afhes, that 
were left, to Babylon r and there heap them up into a 
mount near the temple of his god ; there to ftand as a 
monument to all, who fhould navigate the Euphrates , 
of the fu&verfion o { the Affyrian empire. He, it feems, 
had been privately informed, by an eunuch, of the im- 
menfe treafure which had’been confumed in the conflagra- 
tion at Nineveh ; and, knowing it to be a fecret to Arbaces , 
his avarice fuggefled to him this artifice. Arbaces not only 
granted him his requeft, but appointed him king of Ba- 
bylon , with an exemption from all tribute. Belefis , by 
this artifice, Carried a grodigious treafure with him to 
Babylon ; but, when the fecret was difeovered, he was 
called to an account for it, afid'tricd by the other chiefs, 
who had been afliftant in the war, and who, upon his 4 
confcflion of the crime, condemned him to lofe his head. 
But Arbaces , a magnificent and gendrotis prince, freely 
forgave him, left him in poffeffion of the treafure, and 
Aio in the independent government of Babylon , faying. 
The good he had done ought to ferve as a veil to his crime ; 
arid thus he became at once a prince of great wealth and 
dominion. 

In procefs of time, and under the fucceffor of Arbaces , 
he became a man of drefs, (hew, and effeminacy, unwor- 
thy of the kingdom or province he held. Nanybrus> for 
fo we muft now call Belefis , undemanding a certain robuft 
Medey called Parfondasy held him in the utmoft contempt, 
and had folicifed the emperor of the Medes to diveft him 
of his dominions, and to confer them upon himfelf, of- 
fered a very great reward to the man who fhould take 
Parfondasy and bfing him to him. ParfondaSy hunting 
fomewhere near Babylon with the king of the Medesy and 
ftraggling from the company, happened to Fall in With 
fame of the Servants of the Bet by Ionian Nanybrusy who 
had been tempted with the promifed reward. They were 
purveyors to the king ; and Parfondasy being very thirify, 
afked them for a draught of wine, which they riot only 
granted, but prevailed upon him to take a meal with 
them. As he drank freely, fufpe&ing no treacherv. he 
Was eahly perfuaded to pafs that night 4n company or lome 

beaytiftj 



C. IX. The Hijtory of the Babylonians, 
beautiful women, brought to him on purpofe to detain 
him. But, while he was in a profound fleep, the feitants 
of Nanybruiy rufhing upon him, bound him, and carried 
him to their prince, who bitterly reproached him for en- 
deavouring to eftrange his matter, the king of the Mcdes % 
from hiqpt, and by that means place himfclf, in his room, 
on the throne of Babylon . Parfondas did not deny the 
charge ; but with great intrepidity owned, that he thought 
lumlelf more worthy of a crown, than fuch an indolent 
and effeminate prince as he was. Nanytrus , highly pro- 
voked at the liberty he took, - fwore* by the gods Bolus . 
and Molis * or rather Mylitta , that Parfondas himfelf 
fhould, in a flhort time, become fo effeminate, as to re- 
proach none with effeminacy. Accordingly, he ordered 
the eunuch, who had •charge of his muiic-womcn, to 
(have, paint, and drefs him after the manner of thofc wo- 
men, to teach him their art, and, in fhort, to transform 
him, by all poffibk; means, info a woman. His orders 
were obeyed, and the manly Parfondat foon exceeded 
* the faireft female in finging, playing, 'and the other arts 
of allurement. 

In the mean time the king of the MedeSy having in 
vain fought after his favourite fervant, and in vain offered 
great rewards to fuch as fhould give him any information 
concerning him, concluded he had been deftroved by fome 
wild beaft in the chace. At length, after feven years, the 
Mode was informed of his ttatc and condition by an eu- 
nuch, wbo, being cruelly fcourged by Nanybrus's order, 
fled, at the inftigation of ParJondaSy into Media , and 
there difclofed the whole to the king, who immediately 
difpatched an officer to demand him. Nanybrus pretend- 
ed to know nothnig of any fuch perfon $ upon which an- 
other officer was fent by the Mede 9 with a peremptory 
order to feize on NanybruSy if he perftfted in the denial, 
to bind him with his girdle, and lead him to immediate 
execution. This ,order had the dclir^d effect : the Baby - 
Ionian owned what he had before denied, promifing to 
comply, without further delay, with the king’s demand \ 
and in the mean time invited the officers a banquet, at 
which 150 women, among whom was Parfondas , made 
their appearance, finging and playing upon various in- 
ftcuments. But, of all, Parfondas appeared by fax the 
moft charming \ infomuch that Nanybrus inquiring of the 
Mede y which he liked beft, he immediately pointed at 
him. At this tbg Babyhniun clapt his hands, and, falling 
4ntO immediate fit of laughter, told him, who the 
C c 3 ' perfon 
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perfon was, whom be cbus|»ref«!n^ (oalLriw t* 4 U add- 
ing; that m could anfyer what be bad dQtte.lwfefe.ftbe 
king of the Modes. The officer was swalfife fotprifcd at 
fuch an aftoni&ing change, than hia tnafter was in- 
wards, when Parfendas appeared before bimt The only 
favour Parfondas begged oftbe king, for all hi* pare 
fer vices, was, that he would avenge on the Babylonian the 
bafe and highly injurious treatment he had met with . at 
his hands. The mode marched accordingly, at hisinfti- 
gation, tfo Babylon i and, notwithftaqding the remon- 
urances of Nanybhes, urging, .that Parfondas had, pith* 
out the leaft provocation, endeavoured .. to deprive him 
both of his life and kingdom, declared, that ip ten days 
time he would pafs the fentcnce on him,. which hede- 
ferved, for prefuming to a£l as> judgein his own caufe, 
inftead of appealing to him. But Nanybrus having, in the 
mean time, gained with a large bribe Mitraphemes, the 
Mode’s favourite eunuch, the king was by hint .prevailed 
upon to fenteAce the, Babylonian only tp a fine ; which 
made Parfondas fcurfe the man that firft found out gold,* 
for the fake of which h$ was to live the fport and de- 
rifion of an effeminate Babylonian. . The eunuch endea- 
voured to appeafe him, but in vain j deaf to all rernon- 
ftrances, he meditated nothing but revenge; and,; in the 
end had the fatisfaction of being fully revenged both on 
the Babylonian, and the eunuch his friend^. ' . ... 

The ge- To proceed from this fictitious relation to the genuine 
nuine hi- Jjiftory of the Babylonians, in which there is a chafm of 
fory °fthe min y hundreds of years between the times of Nimod 
c °" an ^ dmrapbel, to the times we are now.reached down tp ; 

• the fir & Babylonian king we meet with after them, and 
thofc we have mentioned to have fucceeded between 
Nabonaf- them, is Nabonafjdr, the firft in Ptolemy’s . canon* As 
far. we find nothing particular concehiipg this king, to well 
Year of known from the sera that paljes under hjs name, we-foall 
the flood foppjy^that deficiency with fame conjeSures concerning 

B frt! -a til8 r ^ c of the kingdom, which we ate 

«e Lhr| it now wr iting 0 f. That it rofe much about fhf.&me. time 
with .the kingdom of Affyrba , teams undeniable; ,fince 
only twenty- four years after the appearance of JPa/, whom 
we have, proved above to have been the. founder ..of the 
AJ/yrianm onarchy,we find mention madeaSNabowJfar king 
of Babylon . That Babylon was governed by its own kings, 

t Ctus. apolDtoo. SicuL.J. ii. p. 78, & Ntcpt. DaWasc. 
in excerpt. Yalef. p. 424, & feqq, ‘ • 

even 
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even .Wberi'f&d moiftrehy was in it$ full glory, is 

tid iefs Certain; bo<h fifott Seriptjirc,; and'profane hiftcfry. 

.Titosje two'fcingdoiBs then rofemuch about the feme 
time, ferftVharyears fubfifted together . 1 But by what 
means did JiUbhnaffaf' obtain; by what' means did lie, and 
his fijdcefforS, kde'ppofffcfEon of akingdom bordering on 
"Bte“eil^at‘ df ‘the Ajyrinns, whom we have feen, under 
f tjMt conduft dftbtir ambitious and warlike princes, grafp* 
ing at hothihg iefe tJum the fovereigrity or all the eaft ? 

Troy wige War With; and impofe their yoke upj»n, all the 
nations around then! . ■* But no jtotiee Is taken in hiftory, 
till the reig^ of £ybf^(W»», their fitth kiog, of anyat- 
tfcmprf of this natane made even by their moft warlike 
princes ae'ainft'the neighbouring kingdom of Babylon. 

Nay, wfe find them ctohihg both ^he Tigris and the Bu- 
pfoOiteS) : ift order to extend their dominions, and bring 
, tiiiderfnbjefiion the diftant nations,' While, thrat kingdom. 

Which muft have Men more tempting to them than any 
other they could have in view, remained ftiil unconquered. 

* Thefe, and many other difficulties of the like nature, can, 
in our opinion, be no otherwife folved but by adopting 
the fyftem that Has been fuggefted to us by a late chrono- 
loger *,*ftippofing the Ajjyrian and Babylonian kings to 
lavtt been two branches of one and the fame family. For, 
according to that fyftem, Tul, the firft Ajjyrian con* 
queror, left two fons, Tiglath-pilefer and Nabonajfar. To 
the Fohrrtr he bequeathed the kingdom of AJfyria j and 
thsft of Babylait to the latter. ( Hglath~pUefer, the elder 
fon, refided at Nm^veh, the ordinal feat of the em- 
pire, while NabonaJfar> who Was the yotmger bro- 
ther, held his refidence at Babylon. As the two king- 
doms Were governed by princes of the fame family. 

We may well fuppofq a perfeft harmony to have 
reigned between them,' the younger branch -at Babylon 
acfcnowleginga land of fuperiority in, and fubje&ioi* to, 
the elder at mnewk. If there had not been the flridieft 
onionbetween thefe two kingdoms, is it to be imagined, 
that the kings of AJfyria would have croffed the Euphrates 
to make war at a great diftance from wheir dominions, 

W|lile they had lb powerful an enemy as the king of Ba- 
bylon behind them, who might have taken advantage of 
their abfence to invade their country, when it was drained 
of the choiceft of their foldiery ? If the kings of the two 
countries had . not been bound by the moft folemn ties, 
can we fuppofe, that the Babylonians would have let flip 
• Sir Isaac Nswt. chron. p. 277, &(eqq. 
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foil favourable an opportunity of attempting* at lcaft, to 
humble fo powerful and ambitious a neighbour? They 
dould not but be well apprifed, that the weftern na- 
tions, whom the /fjfyriam were harailing with endfefc 
would, for their own quiet and fafety, have readily 
j them. And yet we, read of no (uch attempts. 
Mb : v\ not, therefore, infer from thence, that^a good 
uii.ti'.. handing fubfifted between the two kings of tnfe ceunr 
frits, free from all umbrage andjealoufy? And on wbat 
die could, fo lafting an harmony be founded, but on the 
natural ties of , blood' and parentage ? 

As Nahonajfar was the firft king of Babylon* , after it 
was erected into a fcparate kingdom from that of Affyrta* 
he bids as fair as any, to have been Belejts of Cttfias $ 
and is accordingly called Behfjus and Bale u fits y by Nico- 
las of Damafcus % and by Hipparchus , Nanyhrus , who 
was confefledly the fame perfon with Belefis. But wc 
fhall not trouble our readers here with^conjeSures, which 
have little or no foundation in genuine hiftoiy, jior at- 
tempt to reduce the fables of Ctejias to hiftorical truths. 

Nabonassar was fucceeded by Nadius % who reigned 
two years, and Nadius hyChinzirus zxxdPorus* who reigned 
the flood g ve They may have been brothers ; but theiPnames 

x> t bear no affinity either with the Chaldee* or the AJfyrmn. 

Iser. Unr. r . . « 1 . ^ _ : — 


Nadius. 
Year of 
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Jugjeus reigned next: there is nothing recorded of 
. him, nor can we offer at one conjecture concerning him, 

Jugxus. exce P t that he, as wtll as thofe he immediately fucceeded. 
Year of anc * thofe that cam e after him, down to AJfar~addin 9 did 
the flood nothing worthy of notice, and that they may have pafTed 
}6zz. their days m floth and. effeminacy. 

Bef. Chr. Mardoc-empad c : he is certainly the Merodach-ba- 
726. ladan of Scripture, the fame that fent an embafly to 
Hezekiah king of Judah . The times of the former in 
Mardoc- the canon, ami of the latter in Scripture, agree exa&Jy 
empad. and muft h ave b een j n t ^ e f eV cnth or eighth year of nis 
Yecir of re jg„ that h e Hezekiah . In Ifaitfb 4 be is called 

the flood ]\4 ero( iach- baladan* as we have written him above ; but 
Ref ^Ch *** *he book of Kings he is called Bcradach-baledan 
ISe 72 j r *and in both places the fon of Paladan > whence we ga- 
^^.ther, that the Jugeeus aboye, who fecms to have been 
his father, might perhaps be more properly called Bala- 
dan . He is the firft Babylonian king we find in Scrips 
ture to have had any iatercourfe with the kings at Jeru- 


a Njcoj,. Damasc. in eclog. Valef. 
canon, p, j 86. c Jbi.d. d Jtfu* 1 . 


b See before, in the 
e 2 Kings xx. 12. 
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falem. He fent a fpecial embafly to congratulate Beat- 
kiab on his late recovery, and to inquire, -as is generally 
fuppofed, about the fun’s retrogreffion. As the kings of Year of 
AJjyriu and Babylon were united by the ftri&eft ties of the flood , 
blood, and mutual alliances, nothing lefs than fuch an ex- '^39- 
traordiftary event, or prod if y, could excufe the king of Be *- Chrift 
Babylon’s correfponding with a prince, then at open war 7°9- 
with the king of AJJyria. Merodach-b'alatlan reigned 12 
years, and was fueceeded by ... n „ 

Arkianus h ; concerning whom all we knpw is, that". . ‘‘‘ 
he reigned but five years, and that after him there was ’ 

interreign of two years *. 

BeliBus k fueceeded to this inter-reign ; but by whatEelibus. 
means, or by what tight, we know not. He reigned but Year of 
three years, at the end of which, whether he died, or was the flood 
difplaced| may be doubted, by thefhortnefs of his reign. _ *°4 6 - 

He mad e room for Apronadius , who reigned fix years ; Bet ‘ 
and was fueceeded by Regibelt&, who, after one year’s 7°*’ 
reign, .gave place to Meffmordaeus. Four years after 
an interreign enfued, which lafted eight years Were we di ^ 
allowed to Indulge conje&ures, where hiftory leaves us quite 
in the dark, we fhould conclude from the, fliortneft of j us B 
tfiefe kings reigns, that they did not fucceed each otherMefeffi- 
as father and fon, but were appointed by the kings of Jf- m 0 f daa„. 
fyria, as they thought proper, out of the Babylonian fa -Second in- 
mily. The elder branch at Nineveh might in time ha veterreig*. 
affutned over the younger at Babylon , and appointed them 
rather governors, for a certain term of years, than kings. 

The eight years of this interreign being expired, Af - 
far-adding the EJar-haddon of Scripture, pofielTed him- Aflarad- 
fclf. of the kingdom of Babylon. We have already faid“ m - 
all we pofitivcly know of him, when we formerly gave 
his reign as king of AJJyria. It is remarkable, that he 
fhould deliberate fo long as eight years, before he aflumed 
ths government of Babylon in perfon. Whether he feized 
on that kin gdo m by art or violence;, is uncertain, As we 
have ©bferved elfewhere ». But, by what means foever 
the two kingdoms were united, it is certain, that after 
this union the Afyrians rofe to a higher pitch than ever 
they had been, at leaft in the weftern parts, where under 
this king they efiablilhed their power more firmly than it 
had ever been, and even conquered Egypt °. He reigned 
at Babylon thirteen yean, and was fueceeded by 

h See before, in the canon,- ubi fup. * See before, ibid, 
a Ibid. 1 See before, ibid. ,u See before, ibid. 0 See 
before, p. 3 * 4 . 0 See before, p. 325 . 
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Saofdu. *S^o§nucttEUs, or Saofducbinus who, as well as 
cheus. his predeceflbr, was king, both of Nitiebeb and Babylon* 
We have already fpoken of him, and related his exploits 
at length *, as king of Ajfyria . He reigned twenty years, 
and was fucceeded by 

Chynala- Chynaladan, or Sard f, who was, as well as hia 
dan. two predeceflors, king both of Ajfyria and Babylon* and 
reigned twenty-two years." The length of thefe three 
reigns, which in fum make up fifty-five years, which 
exceeds the fum of the nine reigns and two inter- 
reigns between Na bonajfar and AJJar-nddin* by two yean, 
may convince us, that the kings of Babylon , during that 
interval, were little better than governors, placed and 
difplaced by the kings of Ajfyria at their will and plea- 
fure 5 and continued or difeontinued juft as they approved 
themtelves more or lefs trufty and ferviceable to the 
Ajjyrian kings. Hithertp the kingdom of Babylon had 
been dependent on the emperors at Nineveh ; it now be- 
gins to make a very different figure, exalting itfelf on 
the ruins of the Ajjyrian monarchy. 

Nabopal- For Nabopallafar a fucceeded Chyniladan In the kingdom 
lafar. of Babylon * and is faid to have wrefted that kingdom from 
Year of the Ajjyrians , and to have feized on it himfelf $ and is plainly 
the flood the man who transferred the feat of the Ajjyrian monarchy 
1722* to Babylon b . His name declares him to have been an Af 
Bcf.Chr. fyrian, , and to have derived his origin from Pul* and Na* 
626. bonajfar his fon, it partaking equally of both '* for as Na* 
bonajfar is plainly compounded of Nebo-addon-ajfur * this 
man feems to have rejected the Addon for Put* and to 
have had his name compounded from Nebo-pul-ajTur \ to 
declare thereby his defeent from Pul by Nabonajfar * and 
his right to the kingdom of Babylon * of which his family 
had been unjuftly deprived by the elder branch of Ajfyria , 
If fo, he had a fair opportunity of afferting his right ; for, 
being appointed over Cbaldaa , upon the death of Saofdu - 
cheus* who left the Ajjyrian affairs in great confufion, and 
at a time when the Medes were in the full vigour of their 
purfuit againft the kings at Nineveh * he took the ad- 
vantage, and, feizing on the kingdom of Babylon for him- 
fclf, he entered into an alliance with Cyaxares the Mcde d ; 
and, joining heartily in the war with him againft the king- 
dom of Ajfyria* they reduced it to a very low condition, 

w See before, in the canon, ubi fup. * See before, p. 32 7, 
& feqq. a See before in the canon, ubi fup. h See 

before, p. 329, & feqq. c See before, ibid. d Alex. 
Polyhist. apud Syjjcel. p. 210. Eusris. in chron, 

r though, 
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though* as we have made it appear f , he did not live* to* 
fee the Anal deftru&ion of it ; for the irruption of the 
Scythians put a flop to the progrefs of tbefe new allies* 
fpr thie /pace, as we are told, of twenty- eight years 6. 

Th 1 s prince is called, by contraction, Nabulajfar k ; but 
by the fame author he is alfo called Ncbuchadonofor as 
he is by others k Nebuchadnezzar j whence he is diftin- 
guiihed from his fon, as the firft of the name As the 
Affyrians, as well, as. the Babylonians and Medes , were, 
at this time, wholly employed in defending^ thcmfelves 
againft the Scythians , who had maJe themfelvcs mailers 
of all Upper Afta, Pharaoh-Necho . king of Egypt laid 
hold of fo favourable an opportunity to recover the city 
of Carcbemifb , then fubject to the king of Ajfyria, , King 
joftah attempted, upon what motive we know not, to 
oppofe the Egyptian on his march ; but his army was 
routed, and himfelf flain P. This fuccefs, and much 
more the furrendrr of Carcheiftsjh, encouraged the fatrapa 
or governor of Ccelefyria and Phasnice to revolt from 
Nabopallafar , who had reduced thofe provinces fome time 
before, this battle having been fought in the fixteenth 
year of his reign. As be was then ftricken. in years, he 
topk his fon Nabmlajfef, or Nebuchadnezzar , for his 
partner in the kingdom, and font him at the head of a 
powerful army againft the Egyptians , and revolted Syrians. 

Over the Egyptians, who were ttill at Carchcmijh , the young 
prince gained a complete vjQory, retook the place, and 
put the garifon to the- fword q. That this happened in 
the end of the third, and beginning of the fourth year 
of Jchoiahim's reign, is manifeft from Scripture r . 

Elated with this fuccefs, he marches into "judeea. Year of 
takes Jerufalem , rifles the temple, and, feizing on Jehoia - the flood 
kirn, puts him in bonds, with a deftgn to fend him, among 1 74 -- 
the other captives, t aBabylon ; but upon his fubmiflion, and 
promife of paying a yearly tribute, the Babylonian chang- 6o6 ‘ 
ed his mind, and left him as a kind of viceroy under 
him*. The victorious prince, purfuing his conquefts, 

f See before, in the notes, p. 331. s See before, in 

the notes, ibid. b Berqs. apod Joseph, contr. Ap. 

1 . i. p. 1044; tc antiq. I. x. c. 1 1. 1 Idem apudeund. 

antiq. 1 . x. c. u. In libr. Juchasin. p. 1 36. 1 Davib. 

Gantz ii. ehron. 1 . ii. n. 285. * See before, p. i8o. 

’ Jei;em. xlvi. a. r Jerem. ib. 8c xxv. i. Sc Dan. i. 1. 

* Dan. i. 2, & feqq. 2 Chron. xxxr. 6. 2 Kings xxiv. 1 . 

turned 
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tifrnred his arms next again ft Pharaoh- Necho, and without 
opposition made himfclf matter of the whole country 
between the Nile and the Euphrates r . But, in the mean 
time, his father Nabopallajar> dying at Babylon after a 
reign of twenty-one years, upon the firft notice of his 
death, he haftened to Babylon , with a fmall retinue, by 
the (horteft way of the defert, committing to his generals 
the command of the army, and the care of the captives, 
who were to be fent after him, with the fpoils of the na- 
tions he hkd conquered u . 

Nabocol- Being thus, by the deathof his father, become foie king 
attar. of Babylon , his nrft care was to adorn and inlarge the feat 
Year of 0 f his growing empire w . While he was thus bulled, he 
the flood was> an extraordinary manner, affe&ed by dreams. 

*743* One efpecially, which he had- in the fecond year after his 
iJet. L r. f^her’s d ea th, gave him greater uneafinefs, than all the 
, °5* .reft, though he had intirdy forgot it. Having, therefore, 

under great anxiety of mind, called together his magi- 
cians or Chaldaansy he required them not oidy to inter- 
pret his dream, but to remind him of what he had dreamt. 
The Chaldaans anfwered with one voice, That it was 
their province to interpret dreams 5 but that the gods 
alone could know what a manjjad dreamt. This anfwer 
provoked the king to fuch a degree, that he refolved to 
put them all to death ; and gave orders accordingly to 
Attach , the captain of his guard. But, before thefe cruel 
orders could be put in execution, Daniel^ who had been 
brought, with his three companions, to Babylon , among 
the other Jewifi captives, and was, as well as his com- 
panions, to undergo the fame fate with the Chaldaans , 
expoftulating with Arioch upon the rafhnefs of the de- 
cree iflued againft them, prevailed upon him to introduce 
him to the king* Being admitted to his prefence, he gave 
him aflurance, that he would fatisfy him in what he was 
fo felicitous to know. Having, upon this promife, ob- 
tained a ihort refpite, he repaired to his three companion#,; 
and, joining with them in an addrefs to heaven, the ftcret 
was revealed to him in a night-vifion. Thus inftrufled 
ftorn above, he repaired to Arioch ; and, being again by him 
imioduced to the king, after inftilling into the haughty 
prince fume notions of the might and majeftv of God, 
he not only told him his dream, but gave him fuch a 

1 2 Kings xxiv. 7. u Berqs. apud Joseph, antiq. 1, x. 
c. it. Sc coafta Apion. 1. x. el apud Eusis. de praep. evang. 
L ix. c, 40. w Bsitos. ubi fup. 

fatisfa$ory 
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fatisfa£tory interpretation of it, that the prince, amazed 
at what he heard, could not forbear falling on his /ace, 
worshiping Daniel , and acknowledging his God the God 
of gods, and Lord of kings. Not Satisfied with thefe 
extraordinary demonftrations of efteem, he made him 
rich prefents, inverted him with the government of 
the whole province of Babylon, and appointed him chief 
of the governors of all the wife men of Babylon x . 

Ik the mean time & peace being concluded between the Nineveh 
Medes and the Lydians by the mediation of La by net us, taken , and 
that is, Nebuchadnezzar , and Sycnnefis king *bf Cilicia, an end put 
Cyaxares the Mede reftflved to refume the fiege of Nineveh , t0 the Af- 
which the irruption of the Scythians , and the Lydianfyf mn m ~ 
war, had obliged him to interrupt, and poftpone 
this time. Having, with this view, entered into an alliance Y ea I °r. 
with Nebuchadnezzar, *and Confirmed it by a marriage 1 c 00tl 
between ^at prince and his daughter Amyite, the Q r 

kings marched againft Nineveh Yt took that proud metro- g* QI 
polls, levelled it with the ground, and put an end to the 
JJfytian empire r. As to the true epoch of this remarka- 
ble event, we have fettled it above z . 

While Nebuchadnezzar was thus employed, Jehoia - j 

kirn , laying hold of that opportunity, (hook off the Baby - flo01 * 

Ionian yoke, after* a three years fubje&ion. But his re- g ^ 49 * 
volt coft him tlear ; for the king of Babylon , highly in- C ' ir ‘ 
cenfed againft him, difpatched an army into Judaa , con- 
fitting of various nations, who, having laid the country 
wafte far and near, took and murdered that unfortunate 
prince ; and, dragging his body out of the city, left it un- 
buried, purfuant to Jeremiah's predi&ion*. He was fuc- 
ceeded by his fo njeboiachin, againft whom Nebuchadnezzar 
fent firft an army, upon what provocation we know not; 
and, arriving afterwards himfelf before Jerufalem , which 
his troops had invefted, he ordered fehoiachin , who came 
out to him with his mother, and his whole court, in a 
moft fubmiflive manner, to be arrefted, and carried cap- 
ture to Babylon , after a fhort reign of three months and 
ten days. Having made himfelf matter of the city, he 
ranfaclced and plundered it a lecond time, together with 
the temple, palace, and treafury ; and carried off with 
him an immenfe booty, and fuch numbers of captives of 
all ranks and conditions, that fcarcely fufficient hands 

* Dan. ii. per tot. r Herod. 1 . i. c. 106. * 

above, p. 331. in the notes. * Jerem. xxii. 1$, 19- 

& xxxvi. 30. See before, p. 185. 
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were left to cultivate the land f . Before he returned to 
his o € wn dominions, he fet Mattaniah on the throne of 
that defolate kingdom, changing his name into that of 
Zedekiab , and at the fame time laying him under a certain 
tribute, and obliging him to take an oath of fidelity and 
allegiance g . 

No fooner was this over, than Jeremiah * begin to 
prophefy the increafe of this prince’s dominion ; and par- 
ticularly, that he fhould fubdue Elam % a kingdom on the 
river uiai , to the eaftward of the Tigris (G). This 
country nftift have been the Sufiana of the Greeks, and 
lay fo opportunely for him, bordering aimoft on bis domi- 
nions, that he can have been no very great while in thd* 
completion of this advantageous prophecy. 

This mighty prince, the darling of heaven, or the in- 
ftrument rather of God’s wrath to puntfh the widtednefs 
of the nations round about him, had always h& victories 
and acceilions of fortune preceded by prophecies from the 
mouth ot Jeremiah , or fome other prophet ; nay, plots 
and feditions contriving againft him were blafted, while 
yet in embryo, by typical remonftrances from men divine- 
ly infpired. So, when the kings of the Moabites , Am- 
* monites , Tyrians , and Z idonians, would have tempted Ze~ 
dekiah , the thoughtlefs king of Jerufalem , to rife againft 
the Babylonian , Jeremiah 1 fent to each of ' the embaflh- 
dors in his court, a ptefent of yokes and bonds, to be 

f 2 Kings xxiv. 8 — 16. z Chron. xxxvi. 20. Jerem. xx. 1. 
xxix. 1, 2. Ezek. xvii. 12. s Jerem. 

xxxvii. 1. 2 Kings xxiv. 17. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 13. Ezek. 

ubifupr. 13, 14, 28. h Jerem. xlix. 34—39. 1 Ibid. 

* xxvii. 

(G) By the words of the will caife Elam to be difmayed . 
prophecy, Elam mull have been before their enemies , and before 
a great and potent kingdom : them that feek their life ; and 
Behold , 1 will break the bow 1 will bring evil upon them 9 
of Elam, the chief of their even my fierce anger t faith the 
might. And upon Elam will I Lord; and / will fend the 
bring the four winds from the fword after them , till 1 have 
four quarters of heaven , and confined them . And 1 will fet 
will fatter them towards all my throne in Elam, and / will 
thofe winds ; and there Jhall be defiroy from thence the king % 
no nation whither the otttcafts and the princes, faith the Lord 
*f Elam Jhall not come . Fori (12). 


0 *} Jttm . xlix. 35 — 38 . 
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carried to their matters, with this declaration, That |he 
Lord of hoffa, the God of the whole earth, had doonj- 
ed them all to be fervants to Nebuchadnezzar ; that.they 
fhould all ferve him, his fon, and his Ton’s Ton ; that 
fuch as fhould but offer to rejeft his yoke, he would pu- 
nifl* with the fword, and with famine, and with petti- 
lence, till they were utterly confumed by him $ but that 
thofe Vfao quietly fubmitted their necks, and faithfully 
obeyed the king of Babylon) fhould find mercy, and re- 
main in the pofleffion of their country k : fuch was abfo- 
lutely to be their fhte, if they refitted ; and fuch their re- 
ward, if they behaved fubmiffively under thfcir Condage. 

Amor* fubltme elevation no man can be Ihewn in, than 
this, which exalts him to the height of being, as it were, 
God’s immediate vicegerent here on earth. But, how 
great and tenible foever he was reprefented, he was dread- 
ed but ftr a time, by the weftern nations efpecially ; who, 
notwithftanding the fevere remonftrance and declaration 
of 'Jeremiah) were contriving hojy they fhould free them- 
felves from the kin£ of Babylon • Nebuchadnezzar , un- 
demanding that the Egyptians , the Jews , and the other 
nations, were contriving to withdraw themfelves from his 
obedience, and that Zedekiab , whom he bad appointed 
king of Jerufahm , had been encouraged by Pharaoh 
Hopbra, or Apries king of Egypt) to fet him at defiance, 
refdlved particularly to punifh fuch ingratitude and infi- 
delity 1 in the molt extraordinary manner ; and, putting 
himfelf at the head of hjs army, he advanced to the fron- 
tiers, at the fame time to chaftife all thefe prefumptuous 
nations $ where being arrived, and confidering with hunfelf, 
tfiat he had a number of them tq deal with, he remained 
in fufpenfe for a while, dubious where he fhould firft 
open the war ; till at laft he referred this important bu~ 
finefs to the ordinary methods of divination, in pra&ice 
with the Chaldees j who, having confulted the entrails of 
animals, their images, or teraphim, ,and their arrows (H), 
* delivered 

* * 

' k Jerem. xxvii. 1 z Kings xxv. i. z Chron.xxxvi. 

17- Jerem. xli*. 1. xii. 4. 

(H) This praftice of divining bids it (13)1 and appears to 
by arrows continued among the have been the very fame in ufe 
Arabs till Mohammedi/m pre- with the Babylonians at this 
vailed, which abfolucely for- time. “ The arrows ufed by 

♦ 

(13) Sec tbs Koran, c, f. />. 94, of Mr . Salt's traftJJatJin. 

“ them 
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delivered^ it as their opinion, That the war fhouW faft; 
breajf out againft the Jews m . The Babylonian army then 
made its way to the kingdom of that people, and, in a 
few days, became mafter of all their cities, except Lachifk % 
Jzekah , and Jerufalem n $ which, in the latter end of 
December , the' fame year, was blocked up by Nebuchad- 


® Ezek* xxi, 19—24* 

* them for this purpofe were 
44 like tho (p with which they 
“ caft lots, being * without 
44 heads or feathers ; and were 
44 kept in the temple of fome 
ts idol, in whofe pretence they 
44 were confuhed. Seven fuch 
4t arrows were kept at the tern- 
41 pie of Mecca ; but gene- 
« rally in divination theyn^de 
** ufe of three only ; on one 
41 of which was written, My 
** Lord hath commanded me ; 
44 gn another. My Lord hath 
“ forbidden me ; and the third 
“ was blank." If the firft was 
« drawn, they looked on it as 
41 an approbation oftheenter- 
«• prize in qaeflion ; if the fe- 
♦* cond, they made a contrary 
** .conclufion ; but, if the 
44 third happened to be drawn, 
they mixed them, and drew 
« f them over again, tilt a deci- 
“ Eve anfwer was given by 
** one of the others. Thefe 
»* divining arrows were gene- 
<c rally confulted before any 
44 thing of moment was under- 
44 taken ; as when a man was 
about to marry, or about to 
u go a journey, or the like. 
44 \Ebn at Athir , al Zamakh , 
Sc al Beid, in Kor. c. 5. 
44 Al Moflatraf Sec. Vi d. Poc. 
44 tfpec. p. 327, &c. & Her- 
44 beht* biblioth. orient, art 


n Jerem. xxxiv. 7* 

44 Acdah]. This fuperftitiou» 
“ praftice of divining by ar- 
rows was ufed by the anti eat 
44 Greeks [Vid. Pbit* antiq. 

“ Gr. vol. i. p* 334.3, and 
“ other nations 5 and is parti- 
44 cularly mentioned in Scri- 
* 6 pture [Exek. xxi. 2 1 .],where 
<f it is faid, that the king of Ba* 
by Ion flood at the farting of 
the way, at the head of the 
two ways, to ufe divination j. 
he made his arrows bright 
(or, according to the verfioi* 
of the Vulgate , which feems 
preferable in this place, he 
mixed together or (hook the 
arrows ), he confuhed with 
images , &c. The com- 
mentary of St. Jerom , on 
this pafTage, wonderfully 
agrees with what we are 
told of the aforefaid cu front 
of the old Arabs , He fhatl 
4 fland, faith he, in the high- 
way , and confult the oracle 
after the manner of his na - 
c tion, that he may caft ar- 
rows into a quiver, qnd mix 
them together , being written 
upon , or marked with the 
names of each people, that he 
may fee whofe arrow will 
come forth , and which city 
he ought firft to attack 

(14)" 


(14) See the prelim, dife, to thfam } p, 127* 
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nezzar , with all his formidable army, and a dole and vi- 
gorous fiege enfued o. • 

While he was thus employed, he had advice, that 
Pharaoh Hopbrah was on his march to relieve the befieged ; 
whereupon he broke up from More the city, arid marched 
to give the Egyptian battle p , and attack him before he 
could be poffibly jbined by any of the difcontentcd na- 
tions mentioned above ; but, before he left Jerufalem , he 
took care to fend all the captive Jews in his camp, amount- 
ing to 832 perfons, under a good guard, to Babylon He 
then moved againft the Egyptians , who, not daring to 
abide the onfct, as fhould feem by the prophet **, retreated 
ilf proportion as Nebuchadnezzar advanced ; tho* others • 
tell us they ventured a battle, which ended in their over- 
throw. # 

Haning thus driven the Egyptians back again into 
their country, he renewed the fiege with frcm vigour % 

. and, having in the end made himfclf matter of the place, 
vented his rage on t fie king, the inhabitants, and the citjf 
itfelf, in the manner we have already described *. 

Nebuzaradant, one of the Babyloniaigenerals, car- 
ried with him feveral prifoners of great diftin&ion to the 
• king at Riblah , whither he had retired during the fiege, 
who were all by his orders put to death. Among thefe 
were Seraiah the high-prieft, Zephaniah\ the fecond 
prieft, Zedekiah's chief general, and feveral of his favour- 
ites and counfellors «. * 

Nebuchadnezzar, having thus put an end to the, 
IfraelitiJhk\n^otn^ and appointed Gedaliah as a kind of 
g<$/ernor over the remnant of the meaner people, whorri 
he left behind to cultivate the land \ returned once more 
to his metropolis, adding great ftrength and glory to it,, 
*t>y the immenfe booty he brought with him, and a nu- 
merous acccffion of new inhabitants* 

With the gold he amafled in this expedition* it is 
thought <he ereSed y the monftrous coloffus of that metal, 
in honour of his god Bel , in the plain *of Dura> in the 
province of Babylon . It was fixty cubits in height, and 
fix cubits in breadth, ^and all of gold $ and, having fum- 
moned together all his princes, governors, captains, judges* 

* £ Kings, ubi fup. Jerem. xxxix. 1* lii. 4. P Jerem. 
xxxvii. 5. 9 Idem lii. 29. * r Idem xxxvii. 7* 

• Joseph, antiq. Jud. 1 . x. c. 10. , * See before, p. 184* 

Sc 2 Mings xxv, i — 22. tt 2 Kings xxv. 18—2!. 

* Ibid. ver. 22. r Prjdeaux ubi fup.T. ii. p. 87. * 

Voi* IV* D d treafu rers, 
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-treafurers, counfellors, and all the fule*$ of provinces, to 
the dedication of this idol, proclamation was 'made. That 
all people, nations, and languages, fhould nofooner hear 
;tbe found of various.mufical inftruments, than they Chould, 
fall down and worfhip the golden image Nebuchadnezzar 
the king had fet up, on pain of being immediately thrown 
into a burning furnace. It was on this occafion, that the 
three Hebrew youths, Shadrach , mejhach , and Abed - 
nego (K), courageoufly refufing to comply with the king’s 
wicked command, were miraculoufly preferred in the 
midft of the flames. Nebuchadnezzar , who was an eye- 
witnefs of the furprifing prodigy, acknowleging the might 
and power of the God of Shadrach , Mejhach , and Abed - 
nego, decreed, that whofoever Ihould blafpheme his name, 
fhould be cut in pieces, and his houfe Ihould be turned 
into a dunghil a . 

Year of This mighty prince, in the twenty- fecond year of his 
the flood reign, crolTed the Euphrates y once more to make war on 
1 76 3. the weftern nations. It had been prophefied, that he 
Bef. Chr.f] 10lJ ]j fybdue Eg}pty and treat her as he had treated Ju- 
5 ^5* dah b ; and tlj^t the fame fate Chould befal the city of Tyre c . 
In completion of thefe prophecies, he fat down with his 
army before Tyre ; but, after a thirteen years fiege, had* 
nothing but an empty city for his pains, moft of the inha- 
bitants having retired, with their bell effe£is, before he 
.entered it, to a neighbouring ifland <*. During this long 
fiege, he completely reduced, by detached parties, the Si - 
doniansy Moabites , Ammonites , and Edomites , purfuant to 


* Dan. iii* per tot. b Ezek. xxix. 2 — 21. xxx. 4 — ^6. 
xxxi. 18. xxxii. 2— 32* Jer. xliv. 1 — 30. c Ezek. xxvi. 
2 — 16 ! xxvii. xxviii. &c. d Id. xxix. 18 . See before* 


' Vol. ii. p. 372. 

(K) It may be thought 
ftrange, that Dante/ was not 
accufed as well as his friends, it 
being impoflible to fuppofe he 
fell down and worfhiped the 
image. To this it is anfwered 
{16), that he mull have been 
* either abfent, or, if prefent, 
tnuli have been too great a man 
to be accufed. It is obferved 
(17) to be moft probable, that 
he was prefent, it being* im- 

( 16 ) PriA p,i . /, it 


poflible well to conceive how 
lo important an officer could 
have been abfent upon fo gene- 
ral a fummons, and upon fo fo- 
lemn an occafion 5 but that his 
enemies might -think it danger- 
ous to begin with him, and 
chofe to pave the way to his 
deftru&ion by that of his*three 
friends, who being miracu- 
loufly delivered, AmV/efcaped 
all danger, of courfe. 

( 17 ) Idem ibiJt 
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the federal prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel d ; arxf Year of 
fent Nebuzaradan with a party into Jades a, to revengb the the flood 
death of Gedaliah \ which he did accordingly, carrying off 1776. 
with him into captivity 745 perfons, the poor remains ofBef, Chr, 
that unhappy people, and thus completing the defolation 57 2 * 
of thejand*. 

From Tyte T^buchadnezzar marched ftrait into Egypt , 
which was promifed him as a reward for the toil he and his 
army had undergone before Tyre That kingdom was 
then in great confufion and di (order, occafioncd .by a civil 
war between Apries and Amafis . Of •this the Babylonian 
taking advantage, entered the country, flew great num- 
bers of the natives, enriched himfelf and his army with the 
fpoils of fo wealthy a kingdom, and returned, carrying 
with him an immenfe bopty, and an incredible number of 
captives. That he made himfelf mailer of Egypt , that he 
fpoiled and laid wafte that kingdom, and carried great num- 
bers of the inhabitants into captivity, is manifell from the 
prophecies of Jeremiah g and Ezekiel k. But whether or 
no he appointed Amafis , fo famed among the Egyptians , 
his lieutenant or viceroy there, as fome have conjectured, 
is what we will not take upon us to affert, fince we know 
nothing for certain concerning this expedition, but what we 
learn from the above-mentioned prophets, the Egyptian 
priefts having, as Scal/ger well obferves l , carefully con- 
cealed From Herodotus whatever could reflect the Ieaft dis- 
honour on that haughty nation. It mull have been about 
this time that he conquered the Ethiopian Libyans , and 
the other nations mentioned by the prophet k . 

Thus far we havefeen him a warrior beyond all the Ba- 
lylonian princes who went before him ; and, having done 
with his martial exploits, we muft retire with him to Ba- 
bylon, and take a view of what he did there. As the ma- 
gnificence of that city is wholly attributed to-him ; and it 
was under him it attained that fplendor which raifed it 
above all the cities of the caft ; we (hall here deferrbe it as 
one of the thief works of that monarch, equally great in 
♦peace and in war. In this description we fhall tread in 
l'he footfteps, and follow the method, of a late learned au- 
thor *. * 

d Jer. xxvii. xxviii. xxW. Ezek. xxv. * jerem. In'. 30. 

Ezek. iv. 5, 6. f Idem x>ix. 19. & Jenm. xliii. xliv. 

xlvi, h Ezek. xxix. xxx. xxxi. 1 Scalio. in not, 

ad fragment. k Ezek. xxx. 4 — 10. 1 Prid. in 

his connect, book ii. part i. p. 94, Sc kqq. 
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Babylon Semiramis is faid by fome *, and Belus by others \ 

itfcribtd. ’to have founded this city. But, by whomfoever it was 
founded, Nebuchadnezzar was the perfon who put the laft 
hand to it, and made it one of the wonders of the world. 
The moft famous works in and about it were the walls of 
the city, the temple of Belus ^ Nebuchadnezzar s palace, 
the hanging-gardens, the banks of the river, the Artificial 

lake, and canals. # . 

The city was furrounded with walls, in thicknefs 87 
feet, in height 350 feet, and in compafs 480 furlongs w , 
or 60 ofV>ur miles. Thus Herodotus , who was himfelf 
at Babylon ; and though fome disagree with him in thefe 
dimenlions, yet moft writers give us the fame, or near the 
fame, as he does* (P). Thefe walls formed an exad 
fquareX, each fide of which were 120 furlongs, or 15 
miles, in length, and were all built of large bricks cement- 
ed together with bitumen a glutinous flime, which iffues 
out of the earth in that country and in a fhort time 
grows harder than the very brick ancMtonc. which it ce- 
ments. The city was encompafled, without the walls, 
with a vaft ditch filled with water, and lined with bricks 
on both fides * and, as the earth that was dug out of it 


x See before, p. 287. • Abyden. ?xMegasth, apud 

Euseb. praep. evang ' ix. ; 457 * Quint. Curt. 1 . v. c. 1. 
w Herodot. 1 . i. c. .78. x Plin. hift. nat. 1 . vi. c. 26. 
Fhilostr. l.i. c. 18. y Herodot. ubifupr. ? Idem 
ibid. c. 179. Quint. Curt. 1 . v. c. 1. Strab. 1 xvi. p. 743. 
Diodor. Sicul. 1 . ii. p. 69. Arrian, de expedit. Aiex. 1 . vii. 
* See vol. i. in the notes, p. 329, 330. 


(P) Diodorus Siculus , dimi- 
*ifhes the circumference of thefe 
walls very confiderably, and 
takes Ibmewhat from the height 
of them, as in Herodotus , tho’ 
he feems to add to their 
breadth, by faying* That fix 
chariots might drive abreaft 
thereon ; while the former 
writes, that one chariot only 
> might turn upon them ; but 
then he placesiuildings on each 
iide of the top of thefe walls, 
which, according to him> were 


but one floryhigh (28) ; which 
may pretty welt reconcile them 
together in this refpeft. It is 
obferved (29), that thofe who 
give the height of thefe walls 
but at 50 cubits, fpeak of them 
only as they were after the time 
of Darius Hyjiafpis , who had 
caufed them to be beaten down 
to that level. To dwell parti- 
cularly on the varieties in au- 
thors that have fpoken of this 
city, would be both endlefs and 
fruitlefs. 


{28) L . i. * 179, (29) WA ?ril utifuf, /. 95. 
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ferved to make the bricks, we may judge of the depth 
and largenefsof the ditch from the height and thicknofs of 
the walls. In the whole compafs of the wall there were 
an hundred gates, that is, twenty-five on each of the four 
fides, all made of folid brafs. Between every two of thefe 
gates,. at proper diftances, were three towers, and four 
more at the four corners of this great fquare, and three 
between each of thefe corners and the next gate on either 
fide, and each of thefe towers was ten feet higher than 
the walls. But this is to be underftood onty of thofe’ 
parts of the walls where towers were needful for defence c . 
For fome parts of them being upon a morafs, and inaccef- 
fible by an enemy, there the labour and coft was fpared, 
which, though it muft have fpoiled the fymmetry of the 
whole, muft be allowed. to have favoured of good (eco- 
nomy ; though that is what one would not have expe&ed 
from a prince who had been fo determined, as Nebucbad - 
nezzar muft have .been, to makS the city complete both 
for ftrength and Beauty. The whole number, then, of 
thefe towers amounted to no more than 250, whereas a 
much greater number would have been neceflary to have 
made the uniformity complete all round. From the 25 
gates in each fide of this fquare, there was a ftrait ftreet, 
extending to the correfponding gate in the oppofite wall, 
whence the whole number of the ftreets muft have been 
but 50 5 but then they were each about 15 miles long ; 
25 of them crofling the other 25 exa£Hy at right angles 
Befides thefe whole ftreets, we muft reckon four half- 
ftreets, which were but rows of houfes facing the four 
inner fides of the walls. Thefejfour half-ftreets were pro- 
perly the four fides of the city within the walls, and were 
each of them 200 feet broad e , the whole ftreets being 
about 150 of the fame. By this interfe&ion of the 50 
ftreets, the city was divided into 676 fquares, each of four 
furlongs and an half on each fide, or two miles and a quar- 
ter imeompafs. Round thefe fquares on every fide to-* 
wards the ftreets flood the houfes, till of three or four 
ftories in height, and beautified * with all manner of or- „ 
naments 5 and the fpace within each of thefe fquares was 
all void, and taken up by yards, and gardens, and the like, 
either for pleafurc or convenience, 

« Diodor. Sicul. 1 . ii. p.68. * Herodot. ubifop. 

c, 180. « Diodor. Sicuu 1 . ii. p, 67, * Hero* 

hot. ubi fop, Fhuqstr. Li. 
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A of the Euphrates divided the city into two, 

running through the midft of it, frttm north to fouth, 
over which, in the very middle of the city, was a bridge, 
a furlong in length 1 ', or rather more, and indeed much* 
more, if we hearken to others, who fay it was no lefs than 
five ftades or furlongs in length, though but 30 feet 
broad, a difference we {hall never be able to decide : 
this bridge, however, is faid to have been built with won- 
derful art i , to fupply a defeat in the bottom of the river, 
which was all Tandy. At each end of this bridge were two 
palaces k the old palace on the eaft fide, the new one on 
the weff fide of the river ; the former of which took up 1 
four of the fquares above-mentioned, and the latter m 
nine. The temple of Belus , which flood next to the old 
palace, took up another of the fame fquares* 

The whole city flood in a large flat ot plain, in a very 
fat and deep foil 11 \ that part or half of it, on the eaft fide 
of the river, was the old city 0 5 and the other on the weft 
Was added by Nebuchadnezzar * , both being included with- 
in the vaft fquare bounded by the walls aforefaid. The 
form of the whole was feemingly borrowed from Nineveh , 
which was alfo 480 furlongs ; but, though it was equal in 
dimenfions to this city, it was lefs with refpefl: to its form,, 
which was a parallelogram <1, whereas that of Babylon was, 
an txad fquare : it is fuppofed, that Nebuchadnezzar , who 
had deftroyed that old feat of the Ajfyrian empire, pro* 
pofed that this new one.fhould rather exceed it than not r ; 
and that it was to fill it with inhabitants, that he tranf- 
ported fuch numbers of the captives from other countries 
hither * j though that is what nttey be difputed, feeing he 
therein only followed the conftant pra£lice of the kings of 
djTyriay who thought this the moft certain means of af- 
furing their conquefts either to themfelves, or their pofte- 
rity. 

But it plainly appears, that it was never wholly inha- 
, bited : fo that, even in the meridian of its glory* it may 

11 Strab. ubi fup p. 738. 1 Diodor. Sic. 1 . ii. p. 68. 

*. Herodot* 1 . i. c. 186. Quin. Curt. 1. v. c. 1. Philostr. 
hi. c. 18. k Beros, apud Joseph, antiq. Judaic. 1 .x. 

c. 11. Herodot. ubi fun. Diodor. Si£ul. ubi fup. Quint. 
Curt, ubi fup Philostr. ubi fup. 1 Djeod. Sic. ubi fup. 
** ! ;’em ibid. 11 Me rod or. ubi fup. c. 193. 0 Be r.o$. 

ubi fup. Hdem ibid. q DiodOr. Sicul. ubi fup. p. 
65. , r Vid. Prid. connedl. of the hilt, of the Old and New 

Tetb‘ vol. i. 1. ii. p. 97. in 8vo. * Vid. cund, ibid. 
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be compared with the flower of the field* whfchflourifhe^ 
to-day* and to-morrow is no more ; for, as we fliail^ fee 
in the courfe of this work, it never had time to grow up 
to what Nebuchadnezzar vifibly intended to have made- it; 
for, Cyrus removing the feat of the empire foon after to 
Shufban, Babylon fell by degrees to utter decay ; and yet it 
muftbe owned, as we juft now hinted, that no country was 
better able to fupport fo vaft and populous a city, had- it 
been completed up- to its firft defign (S). 

The * 


(S) But fo far was it from 
being finifhed according to its 
original defign, that, when Ale - 
xander came to Babylon, 
Curtius tells us (31); 44 mo 
44 more than 90 furlongs of it 
44 were then built : which can 
44 no otherwife be qjiderftood 
44 than of fo much in length ; 
«* and, if we allow the breadth 
«* to be as much as the length 
« 4 (which is the utmoft that can 
« 4 be allowed), it will follow, 
<< that no more than 8100 
« fquare furlongs were then 
<« built upon, but the whole 
« fpace within the walls con- 
« tained 14400 fquare fur- 
« longs, and therefore there 
« muft have been 6300 fquare 
«« furlongs that were unbuilt, 
<< which, Curtius tells us, were 
“ plowed and fown. And, be- 
« fides this, the houfes were 
€( not contiguous, but all built 
“ with a void fpace on each 
fide, between houfe and 
houfe. And the fame hillo- 
< < rian tells us, this was done 
44 becaufe this way of building 
« feemeft to them fafeft. His 
<e words are. Neither was the 
“ whole city built upon ; for the 
u /pace of 90 furlongs it was 
44 inhabited l but the houfes were 


“ not contiguous , becaitfe they 
44 thought it fafeft to be di - 
44 fperfed in many places diftant 
44 from each other . Which 
44 words [they thought it fafeft] r 
44 are to be underitood, not as 
“ if they did this for the bet- 
44 tel* fecuring their houfes from 
44 fire, as fome interpret them, 

44 but chiefly for the better pre- 
44 ferving of health ; for hcre- 
44 by, in cities fituated in fuch 
44 hot countries, thofe fuffo- 
44 cations, and other inconve- 
44 niences, are avoided, which 
44 mull: neceflarily attend fuch 
44 as there dwell in houfes 
44 clofely built together. For 
u which reafon Delhi , the ca- 
44 pital of India , and feveral 
44 other cities in thofe warmer 
44 parts of the world, are thus 
44 built ; the ufage in thofe 
il 4 places being, that fuch a 
44 ftated. fpace of ground be 
44 left void between every houfe 
44 and houfe that is built in 
44 them f , and old Rome was 
44 built after the fame manner. 

44 So that, putting all this to* 

44 gether, it will appear, that 
44 Babylon was fo large a city 
44 in fcheme rather than reali- 
44 ty : for, according to this 
44 account, it mult be by much 


4 <¥' 


(3*0 yid% eutid, tbid, 
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fmpk of The next great work of Nebuchadnezzar was the tem- 
Belus. pie of Belus *. The wonderful tower* .however, that ftood 
in the middle of it, was not bis work, but was built many 
ages before* ; that, and the famous tower of JS abel, being* 
as is commonly fuppofed, one and the fame ftra&ure * t 
This tower, as to its form and dimenfions, we have de- 
fcribcd already u ; and therefore (hall only add here,* that 
the way to go up was by ftairS on the outfide round it \ 
whence it feems moft likely, that the whole afeent was, by 
the benching in, drawn in a Hoping line from the bottom 
to the top bight timeg round it ; and that this made the 
appearance of eight towers, one above the other, The 
eight towers, as they are called, were each of them 75 
feet high. Till the times of Nebuchadnezzar , it is thought 
this tower was all the temple of Belue $ but as he, did by 
the other antient buildings of the cify y, fo he did b y 
this making gre|t additions thereto, by vaft edifices 
erefted round it a, inalquareof two furlongs on every 
fide, and juft a mile in circumference. Which exceededthe 
fquare at the temple of Jerufalem by 1800 feet On« 
the outfide of fhefe buildings was a wall, which inclofed 
the whole ; and, in ponfideration of tfi^ regularity where- 
with this city was to all appearance marked out, it is fup*- 
pofed c, that this wall was equal to the fquare of the city 
wherein it ftood, and is fo concluded to have been two 
miles and an half in circumference. In this wall were fe- 
veral gates leading into the temple, and all of folid brafi<* 5 
which it is thought c may have been made out of the bra- 
fen fea, and brafen pillars, and other veffels and ornar 
meats of the kind, which Nebuchadnezzar had tranfported 

* Beros. apud Jos. ant 1 . x. e. 11. n .Vol, i. p. 330. 

* Bochart phaleg. part i. 1 . i. c. 9. r Bbros. apud Jo* 

seph. antiq. ubi fup. * Idem apud eund. ibid. • He-, 
rodot. ubi fup. h Vid/PaiD. conneft. vol. i. part i. 

1 . ih p. 100. in 8vo. c Idfci ibid. * Hprodot, 
Tubi fup. e Vid. £rid. ubi fup. 

1 . • 

«* the larger part that was ne- *' ber of its infants, at the lame 
i€ ver built ; and therefore, in “ time, which could not dif- 
<£ this refpebl it mu ft give place . “ cem between theirright hand 
“ to Ninewti, which was as “ and their left, which, the 
“ many furlongs in circuit as * ( Scriptures tell us, were 
the other, and without any (( 1 20,000 in the time of 
€t void ground in it, that we “ nab, doth (ufEciently prove 
cc are fold pf. Apd the njjm- 44 it was fully inhabited.** 

from' 
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from Jerufalem 5 for in this temple he is faid to have dedi- 
cated his fpoils from that of Jerufalem f . • 

In this temple were feveral images or idols of maffy 
gold, and one of them, as we have^fecng, 40 feet ip 
height, the fame, as fuppbfed with that which Nebu* 
chadnezzar confecrated in the plains of Dura K This laft 
is faid to have been 60 cubits, or 90 feet high, which, tho* 
it vaftly exceeds the dimenfionsof the former, yet is thought 
to have been fo extraordinary for fize, that it has been at- 
tempted to reconcile them into one k , by fuppjofing, that 
in the 90 ( feet the height of the pedeftal is included, and 
that the 40 feet are for the height of the ftatue without the 
pedeftal ; and, being faid to have weighed 1000 talents 
of Babylon 4 , it is thenqp computed, that it was worth 
three millions and an half of our money «i. In a word, 
the whole weight of the ftatues and decorations in Dio- 
dorus Siculus amounting to 5000 ahd ddd talents in gold, 
the whole is eftimjted at above b # one-and-twenty millions 
of our money j ana a fum about equal to the fame in trea- 
fure, utenfils, and ornaments, not mentioned o, is allowed 
for. 

Nxxt to this temple on the fame eaft fide of the 72 * two 
river, flood the old palace of the kings of Babylon , biing palaces. 
four miles in circumference. Exa&ly oppofite to it, on 
the other fide of the river % was the new palace built by 
Nebuchadnezzar , eight miles in circumference, and con- 
fcquently four times as big as the old one. 

But nothing was more wonderful at Babylon than the 52 * bang- 
hanging-gardens, which Nebuchadnezzar made in com- ing-gar- 
plaifance to his wife Amyite y who, being a Mede y and re- dens . 
taining a ftrong inclination for the mountains and forefts 
of her own country, defired to have fomething like them 
at Babylon . They are faid to have contained a fquare of 
four plethra r , or ,400 feet, oneach*fide 5 and to have 
confifted of terraces one above another, carried up to the 
height of the wall of the city 5 the afgent from terrace to 
terrace being by fteps ten feet wide. ® The whole pile con- 
fifted of fubftantial arches upon arches, and was ftrength- 

z, z Chron. xxxvi, 7. * See before, p. 401. 

h Vid. Prid. ubi fup. 4 See before, p. 401 . k Vid. 

Paid, ubi fup. 1 See before, ubi fup. * . m Vid. 

Piuo. ubi fup. p. 10 1. n Idem Ibid, 0 Idem ibid, 

v Strab. 1 . xvi. p. 731. 9 Diodor. Sicul. ubi fup. 

Philostrat, ubi fup. r Diodor. Sicul. ubi fupra, 

P* 70 * 
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enc t d by a wall (unrounding it on every fide* 22 feet thick,: 
and thp floors on each of them were laid in this order : 
firft, on the tops of the arches was laid a bed or pavement 
of ftones 16 feet long, and four feet broad ; over this was 
a layer of reed mixed with a great quantity of bitumen 
and over this two courfes of brick, clofely cemented to- 
gether with plafter ; arid over all thefe were thick fliects of 
lead, and on thefe the earth or moyld of the garden. This 
floorage was defigned to retain the moiHure of the mould,, 
which v^as fo deep as to give root to the greateft trees which 
were planted upon every terrace, together with great va- 
riety of other Vegetables pleating to the eye. Upon the 
uppermoft of thefe terraces was a refervoir, fupplted by a 
certain engine with water from the river, from whence the 
gardens on the other terraces weretfupplied. 

The banks. The other works attributed to Nebuchadnezzar by Be - , 
artificial rofus * and Abydenus were the banks of the river, the 
canals y and canals, and the great artificial lake, faid to have 
lake. been funk by S emir amis \ The canals *W£re c\it put pjn 
the eaft fide of the Euphrates , to convey the waters of 
that river, when it overflowed its banks into the Tigris , 
before they reached Babylon . The chief of thefe canals 
was the Naarmalcha , of which we have fpolcen above a. 

The lake was orl the weft fide of Babylon , and, ac- 
cording to the loweft computation, 40 miles fquare,' 160 
in compafs, and in depth 35 feet, as we read in Herodo- 
tus h , or 75, zsMegaJthenes will have it c . The former, 
perhaps, meafured from the furface of the fides, and the 
latter from the tops of the banks, that were caft up upon 
them. This lake was dug to receive the waters of the ri- 
ver, while the banks were building on each fide of it. But 
both the lake, and the canal that led to it, were preferved 
after that work was completed, being found of great ufe, 
not only to prevent all overflowings, but to keep water 
all the year, as in a common refervoir, to be let out, on 
proper occasions, by fluices, for^ the improvement of the 
land. 4 « 

The banks were built of brick and bitumen d , on both 
fidesof the river, to keep it within its chanel 5 and extend- 
ed on each fide throughout the whole length of the city % 
and even farther, according to fome f , who reckon they 

* x Apud Joseph, ubi fup. f A pud Euseb. prsep. evang* 
ubi fup. 2 See before, p. 288. a See before, p. 337, 
b HtRODOT. 1 . i. c. 185. c Megast. uhi fup. * Aby- 
den. apud Kuseb. ubi fup. « Heroeqt. ubi fup. f 
ros. ubi fup. 
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extended 1 6b furitwngSjf; or 310 mi^cs.i wtenee it is con** 
eluded 0 they muft~hav@ begun two rtiUes ahcl an half above 
the city, and have been continued an equal diftatoce below 
It, the length of the city being no more .than. 15 toilet;. 

Within the city they were built from the bottom, of the 
river* and of the fame thicknefs' With tlfct walla of the city 
itfelf. Oppofite to each ftreet, oft either fide the river* 
was a brafen gate in the (aid wall IV with ftaira leading, 
down from it to the rivet : thefe gated were dpen by day* 
and (hut by night* , . ,,«* 

Berosus, Megajibtnet) and Modems i Attribute all 
thefe works to Nibut hadm%zat \ but tierodotus tells tis* 
the bridge, the banks, and the lake, were the work of a 
queen after him, called Nitocfis, who may have finished 
what Nebuchadwzmr Left imperfe&, and thence have had 
the honour this hjftorkn gives her of the whole g. 

The tower or temple flood tp the time of Xerxes. 

But that prince, ^onjfris Jretpm frotn the Grecian expedi- 
tion, having firft plundered it of its imtoenfe wealth, de- 
molished the whole* ag$ . laid it in ruins. Alexander i on 
his return to JSabjioH frpm his Indian expedition, pro- 
posed to Rebuild it/ and ^accordingly fet ib, 60 o mat on 
worjc to clear away *he rubbifH. But, his.deatft happen- 
ing foon after, a ftop was put to all further proceedings in 
that de%n. After the death of that conqueror* the city 
of iBabylohbzgun to decline apace $ which Was chiefly owing 
to the neighbourhood of Seleucia, built by Stleucns Nka- 
tor 9 as is fiiid, pqt of fpi,te to the Babylonians, and peopled 
with 500,000 perfcns drawn from Babylon, which by that 
means continued declining till the very people of the coun- 
try were at a lofs to tell where it had (food r . . 

We have now feen this firft Babylonian monarch, pro* 
perly fo called, in all his majefty, both at home and abroad : 
what we have remaining to fay of hito, will be of a differ- 
ent nature $ for we fhalWee him under greayfrouble and 
anxiety of mind, and even, as the t<p*t is comtoonly un- 
derftood, degraded beneath the mteaneft of the race of 
mankind, and feemingly exhibited as an example of terrof 
to princes, who, fwoln with vanity, and drunk with power* 
would arrogate to themfelves what they ought not. 

He wasfcarce returned from his late wars, when, htNebuchad 
had the famous dream of the tree that was to be^bewnnezzajV * 

dream of 

0 Vid. Prid. ubi flip. p Compare Bkros. ubi fup. with the tree . 
Herodot. ubi fup. s Vid. Prid. ubi fup. p. 105. r See 
vol, i. p. 329, & feqq. 


down. 
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Year of down. His wife men, aftrologers, and Qbakteeans t whom 
the flood hecoitfulted in the* firft place, not being able to $ive him 
* 77 ** any fatisfa&ory interpretation of fuch an extraordinary vi- # 
Bef. Chr. f 10n> he at length revealed it to Daniel $ which how he * 
57°- {hould have neglected to dp at firft, after the undeniable 
proofs he had of his wifdom, and'the omnifcience of his 
God, may not be eafily accounted for, unlefs wefuppofe 
him to have laboured under fome' fort of diftradlion. Be 
that as jt will, Daniel no fooner heard the dream, than 
he was ajienijhed for one hour , and his thoughts troubled 
him w . At length, dfter he had recovered from his fur- 
prize, he deprecated the evil omen, and excufed himfclf to 
the king, who was very felicitous with him to utter the 
truth without fear or difguife. He told him, The tree he 
faw was meant of himfelf : that, by the order of the 
Watcher and the Holy one concerning the tree, it was fig- 
nified, that he {hould be driven out from the fociety of. 
men, and become as a beaft j and that, .in fine, he {hould 
fo continue till he had been brought to a due fenfc of the 
fupremacy and omnipotence of God ; that the flump of 
the tree, which was to be left, fignified that the kingdom 
{hould neverthelefs revert tp him once more x . Such was 
Darnell s interpretation, which he clofed with an exhorta- 
tion to him to abftain from fin, and to {hew mercy to 
, the poor, that fo he might procure to himfelf a prolonga- 
tion of peace and tranquillity r. 

This extraordinary fentence, thus pronounced by a man 
whom he muft intirdy have relied on, feems to have made 
no lafting impreffion upon him 5 for, not being imme- 
diately executed, he probably wore off the terrors of it. 
Hit fride before the time was quite come. So that about twelve 
and met a- months afterwards, as he was walking in his palace, or, as 
morphofis. f ome think 1 the fadt may have been, on the uppermoft 
Year of of the terraces of his* hanging-garden, and contemplating 
the flood the glories of the city he had adorned, unable to contain 
_ I /'9' the pride of* is heart, he cried out, “ Is not this great 
r '“ Babylon , that I ha/e built for the houfe of the king- 
5 6 9 - “ dom, by the might of my power, and for the honour 

“ of qjy majefty * 7 ” He bad no fooner vented himfelf in 
this infolcnt manner, than there fell a voice from hea- 
ven, faying, “ Q king Nebuohadnezzar , to thee it is 

w Dan. iv. ig. * Ibid. ver. 2$. 1 Ibid. ver. 27, 

* Prid. ubi fup, p, 105. * Pan. ubi fup. ver. 29 — 31. 
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“ fpokcn, the kirigdomis departed from thee <>. ” And 
ftrait he was driven from the fociety of men, and dwelt 
with the beafts of the field, andheeatgrafs as an o*j and 
his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs 
were grown like eagles feathers, and his nails like birds 
claws c. Thus runs the letter of the text, whichis fome- 
times taken in all the ftridnefs of it > it being fiippofed, 
that, loftng his fenfes, he wandered about in the fields, 
and there took up his abode with the cattle, till feven 
times, or feven years, had pafled over his head { 5 but, 
concerning this metamorphofis, and the duration (V) of 
it, there is a great variety of opinions. 

. During 


b Dan. iv. 31. c Ibid. ver. 33. d See Prid. ubi &p. 


(U) Concerning the nature 
and degree of this change, 
“ Origin (46) bglieved the 
«* thing to be impoffihle, and 
** turned it into allegory. Bo - 
€t din (47) thought he was 
** really changed into a bull, 
“ and that he loft even the 
u foul of a man ; while others 
€s (48)maintain he was changed 
u as to the body only, retain- 
u ing his reafon, as Apuleius 
" did while an afs, and like the 
** Italians mentioned by St. 
“ Auftin (49), who, having 
“ tafted of cheefe prefented to 
u them by certain magicians 
** of the country, were im- 
u mediately turned into beafts 
t( of burden, but at laft reco- 
** vered their firft form, and 
“ condition of life. Some rab- 
** bins have pretended, that 
u the foul of Nebuchadnezzar 
“ deferted his body, and, for 
44 a time, gave place to the 
“ foul of an ox ; which de+ 
4t graded him into all the in- 
u clinations and fenfations of 


“ that animal ; while others 
“ (jo) admit no more to have 
“ been the cafe than a vitiated 
te imagination in the prince, 
" and a kind of fafeination in 
the eyes of his fubjefls, which 
made them fanfy, as well as 
himfelf, that he was, for 
c&tain, become an ox, tho* 
there was no fuch thing. 
The moft received opinion 
is, that, by the power of 
God, Nebuchadnezzar fell 
into a black melancholy sand, 
under this oppreffion of mind, 
fanfied himfelf an ox ; as in 
a lycanthropy a man per- 
fuades himfelf he is a wolf, 
a dog, a cat s a change which 
exifts* no : where but in the 
diftempered brain, nor to be 
difeovered but by his motions 
and behaviour* which tend 
to the imitation of a wolf 
in his rapacity, howling, and 
defxre to range the ajnntry, 
#i and fly from men: thatafter 
•• fome fuch manner it muft 
“ have been, that this king 


(46) Afui Hitron. in Don. iv. (47) Dumonot. i. a. c. 6. (4*) M*l- 

U in Dan. uti Jap. & Ttrtnl. <k pmmt. c. it, 13. ( 49 ) Dt emit. Du, 

. jtTjii. c. 18. (50) main, it rtB. in Dttmfide, c. 7. Vttr.dt 

)rufiig, 4 *vw, /, i. f. * 4 - „ U, me 
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ihk hi$ difprder, it is faid his fon Evil~mero- 
fltfch §d|iiii)i|i:re<j the goyernpiefit* $ and that he behaved 
jfp ilj, as tQ draw bis father's mofl heavy difpleafure on 

e Hij^Ron. in Ifei xiv. 19. 


u became an ox, and agitated 
44 by al} the affe&ions and de- 
«* fires of one : that his peo- 
44 pie, aftoniffied at fuch an 
4f alteration;^ 1 ), bound him 
44 as a madman s but that, 
t 4 efcaping from them, he fled 
c * into the fields, and lived 
after the r^anpjer of an ox.” 
Our author ( 5 2), whence we 
Jhave extra&ed tipis* thinks no- 
thing more than fa# ftip- 
pofition is required to account 
for \yhat, in Scripture, is faid 
of this extraordinary event; 
?fr»t there was nothing miracu- 
culous in it, except t^e pro- 
phet’s prediction of it? ap- 
proach and duratipn . • 

4s there are doubts about 
the manner of thjs accident, fo 
there are varieties as to the con- 
tinuance of it. “ Some, with 
“ Theodoret (53), maintain, 
“ that, as, the Perjiam divided 
“ their year into two feafons, 
“ winter and fummer, the fe- 
41 venyearso i Nebuchadnezzar 
“ muft be reduced to three and 
“ an half. Dorotheas (54), 
* ( and the fpurious Epipbanius 
44 (55), affirm that Gop had 
“ actually condemned him to 
44 a feven years puniftiment, 

4( but was prevailed on by 
44 Daniel to fhorten it into fe- 
44 ven months ; th ePfeudp-Epi- 
4t pbanius adding, that, as Da - 
“ hid ceafed not to forctel the 


u reiteration of the king, and 
“ tne great men continually 
u diffiefieved him, and derided 
what he faid, he obtained of 
44 Goo, that his time might 
“ be (hortejapd ’for the fake of 
“ convincing them. Others 
4e maintain he was changed 
“ but for 2 1 months, explain- 
“ ing thefe words of Dtmiel \ 
“ Donee * feptem tempora mu - 
“ teptur fupfr eum y as intended 
ic for feven times the fpace of 
“ three pnSfnths ; tmpus , ac- 
“ cording to them, being a 
“ quarter of a year. Peter 
44 Comcjter allows but feven 
“ pionths, which he propor- 
t( tions out in this n^nner : 
44 For the firft 40 days he al- 
“ iovys him to have been in a 
“ phrenfy, or mad ; the 40 
44 day? following, he bewailed 
44 his offences ; and, the next 
44 40 days, he gradually reco- 
44 vered from his infirmity : 
14 but that, nevertheiefs, in 
“ compliance with what he had 
44 been exhorted to by Daniel , 
“ he remained feven years in 
“ the exercife of repentance, 

44 abltaining from aught but 
44 herbs and pulfe, to atone for 
“ his pride and folly.” But 
our author (56) concludes, with 
the bulk of commentators, that 
we need no interpreter but Da- 
niel himfelf, who plainly means 
whole years. 


f $ 1) Hiercn . 7 Joist, Maiden . Perm. Cornel. Sanft. in Dan . P'alef dt 
fw-phihfopL r. $o. fiartbolin. da piorb, hhU ($z) Calmet. dift. 

tf tit Bible, art.'Ntbuabfdmz,. III. ' (S^) Ubi flip. (54) In fynop* 

{$$j Dj wt' & mit' prvpUt. K6 ) Calmtt ubi jup, 

v6 him, 
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fcrm, when he came to underftand what he had done } /or. Year of 
when his fever* years were expired, he threw him yito the the flood 
*prffon where Jeboiacbin , the captive king of Judah* had 1786- 
lain 37 years. Having thus fatisfied his injured fubjeQs by Bef. ^hr. 
this exemplary juftice on his fon, and given the honour 
and praife dhe to<Jon, and acknowleged him to be above 
^11,* and all this by a' public decree* he continued in the 
poffeffion of his kingdom a year longer $ and then died, af - Hi j. death. 
ter having reigned 43 years alone, and about 20 months 
with his father. 

Th*e circumfhmces of his death ye omittetfln Scripture, 
hut may be fabuloufly fupplied from thofe f who tell us, 
that, after all the great things they report him to have done, 
he afeended to the top of his palace 5 and that, being there 
fuddenly feized by a fpirit from heaven, he prophefied to 
this effefl, and in thfcfe words ; 44 Behold, O Babyloni- bits pro- 
44 ans , I foretel you a calamity at hand, which nor tli tP^ ee y* 

44 fates, nor our forefather Bclus , nor our queen Beltis y 
44 .may pofiibly avert. A Perfian mule (hall come, and, 

44 by the afliftance of your own gods, fhall load your necks 
44 with a moft galling yoke ; and this definition (hall 
44 befal you by the means of a Mede , in whom the Ajfy - 
44 rians were wont greatly to glory themfelves. O would 
44 that he, ere thus he betrays my people, were fwallowed 
44 up by fome whirlpool, or overwhelmed \n the depths 
44 of the fea ; or that, hurried away into fome lonely de- 
44 fert, he might there remain a wanderer, never to be- 
44 hold again the foolfteps of mankind, and never to fee 
44 aught but birds and hearts of prey ! O grant unto me, 

44 before he is agitated by this rage of mind, to fhare an 
44 happier end !” Thus faying, he was fuddenly fnatched 
from the fight of men ; the fame end Smiramis is faid to 
‘ have made*. 

He was fucceded by his fon Evil-merodach h , Jlvora- 
dam\ Ebidan-mcrodach k , and Eml-maluruch l , who, by 
a falfe ftep he took in his father’s life-time, may, perhaps, 
befaid^to have laid the foundation qfnhat animofity in the 
Medcs and Pcrftam , which brought on the difloJution of 
the Babylonian empire. For, having, in a great hunting- 
match on occafion of his marriage with Nitocris , entered 
the country of the Medcs , and feme of his troops coming 
up at the lame lime to relieve the garifons in thofe places, 

f Megasth. ex Abyd. apud Ei/seb. prsep. evang, L ix. c. 

41. p. 456. s See before, p. 296. h Jerem. lii. 31, 

4 See before, in the canon, p. 3B3. fc Ibid, in the cede* 

fiaftical account. 1 Megasth. ubi fupr. 
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he joined them to thole he had' already with him, and, 
without the Jeaft provocation, began tb plunder and lay 
waft£ the neighbouring country. Hereupon Ajlyages the 
Mede > attended by his fon Cyaxares, hislgraridfon Cyrus 9 
then near 16 years of age, arid fuch troops as C^uld be 
affembled on fo fudden an emergency, marched out to 
meet him, determined to repel force by force. Tb© par- 
ties engaged, and Evil-merodach was put to the rout, and 
purfued, with great flaughter, quite home to his own bor- 
ders \ This happened when Cyrus was about 16 years 
old, and cpnfequently 13 years before Nebuchadnezzar 
was deprived of his fenfes, and' twenty before he returned 
to himfelf* 

Evil-merodach, in the Very beginning of his reign, 
delivered 'Jebotacbin the unhappy king of Judah from the 
prifon to which he had been confined for the fpacc of 37 
years, and treated him ever afterwards as a king °. We 
know nothing "farther concerning him, except that,indulg- 
ing himfelf in floth and wickednefs, hcs was treacheroufly 
murdered by his fifter’s hufband Nerlglijfar , after he had 
reigned two years and fomewhat more p. 

NerigliSsar, Niriglijforoor , or NiricaJfolaJJurus % 
who is reprefented as the chief of the cbhfpiiators againft 
Evil-merodach r , ufurped the throne. This ptince, jea- 
the oq° d Ions of the growing power of the Medes and Perjtans 9 
Bef 7 Chr ^^P atc ^ e< ^ ©nibafladors into Lydia 7 Cappadocia , Phrygia 9 
e *6o r ’ Carta 7 Paphlagonia , Cilicia 7 and even to the Indies 7 to 
raife the like jealoufies in the princes of tbofe countries, 
and {Hr them up againft the two above-mentioned nations, 
as their common enemies *. This obliged Cyaxares to 
call Cyrus out of Pnfih to his affiftance ; who, upon his 
arrival with a body of 30,000 Perjians , was appointed 
commander in chief, both of the Medes ana Perfians 7 in 
the impending war with the Babylonians c . Three years 
were fpent by both parties in forming alliances, and making 
preparations for war. In the beginning of the fourth, * 
the Medes atfd Perfom on one fide, under the command 
of Cyrtth an d *he BSylonians on the other, with their 
allies, under the conduct of Nerigliffar , znACraefus king 
of Lydia , took the field, Th£ Babylonian army con lifted 
of a mixed multitude of various nations, for Crcefus 

e < » - 
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Year of 


n Cyropsed. ]. i, 0 2 ititigs xxv. 27 — 30. Jerem. lii. 31. 
p Beros. apud Joseph. 1 . i. contra Apion. ^ See before, 

p. 383. 1 Beros, ubi fup. * Xenoph, Cyropa&d, 1 . i. 

p. 36. 1 1 Idem ibid. p. 44, 43. 
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ling of Lydia came with x 0,000 horfe, and upwards The 
* of 40,000 light-armed foot ; Artamas king of the grmer derate *r- 
Phrygia brought 40,000 foot, moftly pikemen, and*? Wi** 
8000 horfe } Aribaus king of Cappadocia led with^»* 
him 6000 horfe, and 30,000 foot, moftly armed with 
miffive^ weapons ; Maragdas the Arabian conduced 

10.000 horfe, 100 chariots, and a great number of Sing- 
ers m . Thefe were the confederates of Neriglijfar , and 
fuch the quotas they refpe£tively furnilbed. 

As for Neriglijfar himfelf, he headed no inore than 

20.000 horfe, 200 chariots, and foot proportionable. 

Whether or no this confederate army received any farther 
addition, is not certain $ but the Cartons , Cilicians , 
PapblagontanSy and fome others, feem to have receded 
frotti their firft engagements. The army of the Medes 
and the Perfians did not amount to above a third of that 
under th e Babylonian king, till they were joined by a con* 
fiderable reinforcement under TigrVnes the Armenian . In 
the midft of thefe great preparations for war,, embaffadors 
arrived from India , to inquire into the grounds and caufes 
of it, with an offer of mediation, if it might be accepted, 
and with a threat, in cafe it was rejected, of joining thofe 
whofhould appear to have the moll juftice on their fule n . 

How this embalfy concluded, is uncertain $ but the war War 
begins very much to the difadvantage of Neriglijfar ; for t^een him 
Cyrus fubdued the Chaldaans in the mountainous country, 

'from whence they were wont to make their inroads upon^™ s **^ 
the country of Armenia Thefe Chaldaans , as they are ^ er ians# 
called, can have been no other than the proper Ajjyrians 9 
who, for aught we know, may have been formerly fo 
called 5 but the proper Chaldaans , and their mountains, 
were at a great diftance from any part of Armenia p . Thefe Chal- 
Chaldaans 9 according to our author’s defeription, wered*ans»«r* 
the moft valiant race of men in all thefe parts, carrying fo Anne- 
no other arms than a wicker flhield, and two javelins ; and n * a# 
entered willingly into foreign pay, as being naturally ad- 
di&ed to war, and very poor ; but the}' were fubdued by 
Cyrus , and obliged to make a peace with their next neigh- 
bours the Armenians , and, in a manner, to become the 
lame people with them q . 

The two armies now appeared in fight of each other : 
the AJfyrians 9 or Babylonians , under Neriglijfar , encamp- 

* Cyropgd. ib. n Cyropred. ib. * Cyropad, 

1 . iii. p. 62—76. * See before, p< 332. * Cyropad. 1 . 

iii. p. 62—76. 
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ed and fortified themfelves with ftrong retrenchments, 
whil$ the Medes and Perjtans covered themfelves only * 
with the villages and hills in the neighbourhood. In this 
pofture they continued for fame d^ys, till at length tho, 
Affyrians laying their retrenchments, and drawing them* 
Battle he • (elves up in battle-array, Cyrus advanced to attach them i 
tween tbezoA, dofing in with the enemy, broke through their fiift , 
Babylo- battalions. The Babylonians , notable toftana the (bode* 
^ imme diately betook themfelves to a precipitate flight*. 
/beMedes. Qy rus them dofe t0 their entrenchments ; but, not 

thinking Efmfelf in# condition to force them, he founded 
Neriglif- the retreat. But Nerigliffar was killed in the battle, and 
far Jlain, Cyrus , returning the next day to the charge, drove the 
Babylonians from their camp, killed great numbers of 
them, and took many prifoners, # with the baggage of the 
whole army r . 

The death of Nerigliffar was a great lols to the Baby- 
lonians ; for he was a prince of great courage, conduit, 
and wifdom $ the preparations he made*for the war (hewed 
his wifdom, and hi$ dying in it his valour. But nothing 
made the Babylonians more fenfible of the lofs they had. 
differed, than the tyrannical government of his fon and 
fucceflor Laborofcarchod, Labafforafc , or Chabaffoarach * 
who was in every refped quite the reverfe of his father, 
being addi&ed to all manner of wickednefs* cruelty, and 
injustice. T wo adts of his cruelty towards two Babylo- 
nian lords, Gobryas and Gadates , are* particulaily men- 
tioned. The only fon of the former he flew at an hunting- 
match, to which he had invited him, for no other reafon, 
but becaufe he pierced with his dart a wild beaft, which 
the^king had milled. The other he caufed to be made a nr 
eunuch, becaufe one of his concubines had commended 
him as an handfome man ‘Thefe two ads of cruelty 
drove the two nobfemen, with the provinces they govern* 
ed, over to Cyrus, and haftened the conqueft of Babylqn. 
The king iook the field again ft Gadates , but, being met 
by Gyrus, he was to flight* and obliged to retire to his 
metropolis, Cyrus purfued him to the very walls of Baby- 
lon, and there the wed himfelf twice, in order to provoke 
him to battle. But, finding he could not draw hit** into 
the field, he fpent the reft of the fummer in ravaging the 
country, and then marched back into Media b . As foon 
as Cyrus was retired, Laborofoanhod , being now in no 

r Cyropad. ib. & 1 . iv. p. By*** 1 04. 

. b Ibid. 1 . v, p. 123— 140, 


a Ibid, 1 . iii. & iv* 
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dread of the enemy, gave a loofe to ail the wicked incli* 
nations, that were predominantin him j infomueh. that 
his own fubje&s, no longer able > to bear his tyrannical 
government, confpired againft him, and murdered him 
in the. ninth mono) of his reign e . As he did not com* 
plete a year, he is omitted in the canon. 

Laborosoarchod was fucceeded by Nahnadius, who 
had the chief hand in the murder. He is called by Herodotus, 
Labynitus ; by 4bydet#s > - Nabannidockus } by Jofephut, 
NaUandal ; and by the prophet Daniel, Bel/bazzar j as 
we (hall (hew hereafter. He was the fon eoS^Evil- mere- 
dacb by Nitocris, and the grandfon of the great Nebu- 
chadnezzar . Had he been left to himfelf, the Babyloni- 
ans had not bettered themfelves by, the change of then; 
monarch. But his mother Nitocris, who was a woman 
of extraordinary parts, took the main burden of all public 
affairs upon berfelf ; and, while her fon followed his 
pleafures, did ail that could be done, by human prudence, 
to preferve the tottering empire. She perfected the works, 
which Nebuchadnezzar had begun for the defence of Ba- 
bylon, raifed ftrong fortifications on the fide of the rirer, 
and caufed a wonderful vault to be made under it, leading 
from the old palace to the new, twelve feet high, and 
fifteen wide. She likewife built a bridge crofs the Eu- 
phrates, and did feveral other works, which were after- 
wards aferibed to Nebuchadnezzar «. Philojlratus, in de- 
Tcribing this bridge, tells us, that it was built by a queen, 
who was a native of Media * j whence we may conclude 
this famed queen to have been by birth a Mede, though 
at the fame time it muft feem ftrange, if (he was of that 
country, that Evil-meroddch, who had juft married her* 
or was upon the point of marrying her, fliould, at fuch 
a jun&ure, undertake the hoftiiities againft the Medes, 
which we have taken notice of above. Nitocris is (aid 
to. have placed her tomb over one of the moft remarkable 
gates of the city, with an infeription to the* following 
effect, If any king of B^ylon a**tf.r me shall 

BE IN DI$TRESS*FOR MONEY, HE MAY OPEN THI$ 
SEPULCRE, AND TAKE OUT AS MUCH AS MAY 
SERVE HIM ; BUT IF HE BE IN NO REAL NECESSITY, 
LET HIM FORBEAR, OR HE SHALL HAVE CAUSE TO 

Repent IT. This monument and infeription are fail 
to have remained untouched till the reign of Darius, who, 

* Beros. apud Joseph. 1 . i. contra Apion. 4 "Vide 

Herod. 1 . i. c. i8j, 186, 188. * Philostra^, in vit. 

Apol. 1 . i. c. 18. { Herodot, 1 . i, c. 185. 
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tonfidering the gate Was ufelefs^ no man, caring to go 
tinder a dead body, and being invited by the fibres of an 
immenfe treafure, broke it open ; but, inftead of what 
he fought, is faid to have found nothing but a 'dead body ; 
and another infer iption, to the following eftedl, ffADST 

THOU NOT BEEN MOST INSATIABLY AV XKlTIdUS, 
AN© GREEDY OF THE MOST SORDID CAlft/ THOU 
HADST NEVER VIOLATED THE ABODE OF THE 
dead (X). Thus far of Nitocris k ; we mull now re- 
turn to fyer fon, and fee how the Babylonian empire ended 
under hirn?‘ w « . » 

Herodotus has a Labynitusy whom, in twd places, 
be calls the king of th tBabyloniafiSy and a Labynitusy whom 
he calls emperor of AJJyria , and reports to have derived 
his name frpm his father. It .was, according to him, 
under this Labynitus that Babylon was taken, As for the 
Labynitusy who reconciled the Medes and Lydiansy he 
could be no other than Nebuchadnezzar , as we have hinted 
above J . 

Of the redu&ion of this proud metropolis of the call, 
in the reign of NabonadiuSy Labynitusy or Beljhazzary as 
we fliall prove anon, authors give the following account. 
Cyrusy having fubdued the feveral nations inhabiting the 
great continent, from the Mgean fea to the Euphrates 9 
and likewife Syria and. Arabia 9 entered AJJyria y and beht 
his march towards Babylon . NabonadiuSy hearing .that he 
was advancing to his metrbpolis, marched out to give him 
battle ; but, being without much ado put to flight, he 
retreated to Babyloriy where he was immediately blocked 

* Herodot. 1 , jL c. 187. 1 See before, p. 39?. ’ 

. (X) Plutarch ( 57) mentions fill up the veffel with oil; which 
this monument and ^nfeription Xerxes in vain attempting, he 
as belonging to Scmiramis. went away heavy and fed, and 
Thus the iepulcre of Bel him- experienced the efficacy of the 
t elf is faid to have teen opened threat, in his Grecian expedi- 
by Xerxes 9 who found nothing %ion. So Darius , by others, 
there but a glafs veflel almoit being faid to have opened the 
full of oil, with a dead body tomb of S emir a mis 9 a pefli- 
fioating in it, and an infeription fence is reported to have iflued 
on a fmail pillar hard by. That thence, and to have deftroyed 
the man who foould open it, one third part of the race of 
foould dearly repent of what men (58) : Strangefigments! 
he had done; if he did not 

!$ 7 ) ' JLzotyiyiuaTU, p. 173. (58) Fid. Parch, filgr.pm i. c. n.p. * 5 - 

Up 
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lip, andclofely befieged, by C)ru: *. The fiege of 4 this Cyrus lays 
important place was no eafy enterprize. The walls wqrijtege. to 
of a, prodigious height, the timber of men to defend them Babylon, 
very . great, and the city ftored with all Torts of provi- 
fions for twenty years K However, thefe difficulties did 
not difeourage from profecuting his deffgn i byf, 
defpairing^ of being able to take the place by ltortri, he 
caufed a line of circumvallatjpn to be drawn quite round 
the city, with a large and deep ditch, reckoning, that, 
if all communication with the country werg jg att off, the 
more people there were within the city, the fooner they 
would be obliged to furrender. That his troops might 
not he over-fatigued, he divided His army into twelve 
bodies,, appointing each body its month for guarding the 
trenches* The befiegedj thinking tbemfelves out of all 
danger, by reafon of their high walls, and magazines* 
infulted Cyrus from the ramparts, and looked upon all 
the trouble he gave himfelf, as fo much unprofitable la- 
bour c . 

Cyrus, having fpent two intire years before Balylon y 
without gaining any confiderable advantage oyer the place* 
at Jaft refolved upon the following ftratagem, which put 
him in ppffeflion of it. He was informed, that a great 
annual folemnity was to be kept in Babylon \ and that the 
Babylonian r, on that occafion, were accuftomed to fpend 
•the whole night in drinking and debauchery. This he 
thought a proper time to furprife them ; and accordingly 
fent a ftrong detachment to the head of the canal leading 
to the great lake, which had been lately dug by Nitocris y 
With orders, at an appointed time, to break down the 
great bank, which was between the lake and the canal, 
and to turn the whole current into the lake d . At the 
fame time he appointed one body of # troops at the place 
*<U£here the river entered into the city, # and another where 
it came out, ordering them to march in by the bed of the 
river, which was two ftades in breadth, as foon as they 
lhould find it fordable. Towards the evening, he opened 
the head of the trenches on both Tides the river above 
the qity, that the water might difeharge itfelf into them. 

By this means, and the breaking down of the great dam, 
the river was foon drained e . Then the two above-mfctt* 
tioned bodies of troops, according to their orders, entered 

a Herodot. 1. 1 c« 178, 188, 190* b Idem ibid . & 

Cyropaed. ib, c Herodot. & Cyropsed. ib, * Herodot. 
ib. c. 190, 191. Cyropsed. ibid, e Idem ibid. 
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Babylon the clianel, the one commanded by Gobryas 9 and the 
tf»c/othef by G a dates ; and, finding the gates all left open, 
an end Jw reafon of the general diforder of that riotous night, 
put to the fb e y penetrated into the very heart of the city without 
Babylo- qppofition \ and, meeting at the palace, according to their 
nian em- ao rcenD ent, furprifed the guards, and cut them in pieces. 

f Thofe who were in the palace, opening the gates jto know 
thfflood cau ^ e l ^ ls con ^ on > Per/ms , ruined "in, took 
i8io . the palace, and killed the king, who, fword in hand, came 
Bef. Chr, out t0 nioqtthem. The king being killed, and thofe who 
538. were aboutfiffn put* to flight, the reft fubmitted, and the 
^ Medes and Perftans became mailers of the place f . The 
taking of Babylon put an end to the Babylonian empire, 
and fulfilled the prophecies, which the prophets Ifaiahy 
Jeremiah, and Daniel , had uttered againft that proud me- 
tropolis In that very night the king entertained, on 
occafion of the public rejoicings, a thoufand of bis lords at 
a great banquet ; and, having profaned the facred veflels, 
which his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar had brought from 
Jerufakm , he firft faw written on the wall of his ban- 
t ueting-room, and afterwards heard from the mouth of 
Daniel , the fevere doom, which immediately overtook 
him h . 

As there is a great difagreement among authors con- 
cerning Daniel 9 * Beljhazzar 3 before we difmifs the hiftory 
of Bubylon y we (hail offer fomething in our notes to prove, 
as we have promifed above, that the prophet’s Beljhazzar 
can be no other but Nabcnadius , or Labyniiusy as Hero* 
dotm ftjles him (P> 

f Idem ibid, * Ifai. xiii. xiv. xxi. xliii. xlvi. xlvil. 

Jercm. xxv. J. Ii pan. v. 21. xi. 8. \z. J5. & Dan. v> 

See the following note. 

* (P) As the whole hiftory of the perfpicuity we can in fo 

Babylon, from the death of Ne- perplexed a fubjeft, we /hall, 
buchddnezzar to the*rodu£tion rft, prentice what we read in 
of chat city by Cyrus , is over- the prophecies of Daniel re- 
call; we may fay, with an im- lating to the laft kings of Im- 
penetrable mift, writers are by Ion * 2. what is allowed on 
ftrattgely puzzled to find out all hands to be certain, and is 
Danieds BelJbazzarzmm% the confirmed by the concurrence 
laft kings that i*igtjed there, of all the profane hiftorians ; 
and equally at a lofs concerning and laftly, the various opinions 
. Ws Darius the Mode, who was of modern writers, with the 
in that kingdom fucceeded by arguments* they allege to fup- 
Cyrus, To prbqecd with all port them, 

* Tic 
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The prophet Daniil, after Beljhdzzar king of the CJbaU 
mentioning what had happened Juans was flain, and that Da- 
in die reign of Nebackadncz* riut the Median took the king- 
%ar x relates the vifions he had dom, being about threefcore 
in the firft and third year of and two years old. 

JUlJhaxzar, and the fetal end The fame prophet informs 
of that prince, in the following us, next (69), what order Da- 
manner { 6 $) : Bel/bazzar, hav- rius eftablilhed in the realm 5 
ing m&de % great feaft, com- and relates the vifions which he 
snanded the veffds of gold and had in the firft year of Darias, 
J&lver to be brought to him, and in the third^f Cyrus, It 
which his father Nebucbadnez- is ma*ifeftr*tett Daniel fpeaks 
scar had taken out of ,the tem- here of three kings fucceeding 
pie of Jerafalem . He drank each other to the crown of 
sn them, and his wives, and his Babylon \ namely, Beljbaxscar. 
concubines, and the lords of Darius the Mede, and .Cyrus. 
his court’. In the famd hour The laft is well known ; but 
an hand appeared, and wrote the queftion is, who the two 
©ver-againlt the candleftick on others were ? a queftion which 
the plafter of the«wall of the we muft endeavour to folve, in 
king’s palace. The king, who order to reconcile Daniel, and 
few the motion of the hand, the profane hiftorians. 
was greatly frightened, and Moft hiftorians agree, that 
commanded his wife men and Nebuchadnezzar, after a reign 
foothfayers to be fent for. But of forty-three years (or forty - 
none of them being able to ex- five, though not complete, if 
plain the ^rjting, Daniel was we compute the 20 months 
immediately fent for at the fug- which he reigned jointly with 
gcftion of the queen, who, on his father), was fuceeeded by 
the alarm which that prodigy his fon Ensidmerodacb, who 
had occasioned, entered the reigned two complete years, 
banqueting-room, and ac- and was murdered in the be- 
quainted the king with the ginning of his third by Neri- 
great abilities of Daniel in fuch gliffdr. NerigUJfdr ruled four 
matters. The prophet, after years, .and was fuceeeded by 
reproaching the king for pro- his fon Laborofoat cbod, who 
faning the holy vefiels, reads was murdered after a foorc 
the writing, and informs him, reign of nine months, Naba-* 
that the words are Mate, Mene, nadius game to the crown next, 
5 eke! Ufharfin y which he thus ,and feigned feventeen years 
interprets: Mew, God has In his time the city of Baby- 
numbered thy kingdom, and "dsn was taken by Cyrus, and 
finifhed it : Tekel, thou art the empire overturned, 
weighed in the balances, and life manifeft, that Beffiaz- 
art found wanting: Peres, thy scar was one of the four laft; 
kingdom is divided, and given kings of Babylon ; and that he 
to the Medes and Perjians . The was of the race of Nebuchad* 
prophet adds, that in that night nezzar, fmee in Scripture he is 

fWj pan t tt v. paf* (69) ibid* c, vi. 

E e 4 often 
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often called his fon j but au- the M«de» «nd Periisns (73). 
thors a if flrangely puzzled to Bat this did not happen upln 
determine which of the four the death of Emt'Hterodad>% 
bears this name in Daniel's who was fucCeeded, according 
prophecies* to Berofus > and Megafikeues 

Sir John Marjham takes Bel- (74)* ***d Sir John Marjhom 
Jhazzar to be Evil-merodach himfelf, by Neriglijfar* his 
the fon of Nebuchadnezzar: filler’s hulband, who was at the 
he founds his opinion on the au- head of the confpiracy againft 
thority of Scripture, where him. This objection feemed 
Nebuchadnezzar is often called of fuch weight to Sir John 
the father and Marjham t that, in order to 

Beljhazzar the fon of Nebu- elude it, and maintain his af- 
chadnezzar , Several other cir- fertion without contradicting 
cumftances concur to prove, the Scripture, he was forced 
that Evil-merodach and Bel- to foppole Nerigliffar to be 
Jhazzar mull be one and the Darius the Mede, and' the 
fame perfon. Berofus (70) re- Medo-Perjtan empire to have 
preTents Evil-mcrodach as, a begun in him ; a fuppofttion 
lewd and wicked prince ; Bel - which we «fhall confute when 
Jhazzar in Scripture bears the we come to fpeak of Darius 
fame character. Berofus tells the Mede . To what we have 
us, that Evifmerodach was alleged out of Daniel againll 
killed at a banquet by fome of our learned author’s fyftem,we 
his lords (71)4 the Scripture fliall add a proof no lefs con- 
fays, that Beljhazzar was mur- vincing from the prophet Je- 
dcred at a great entertainment remiah , who foretold (75), that 
which he gave to 1000 of his all nations Jbould ferve him 
lords, However convincing ( Nebuchadnezzar ), and his fin y 
thefe proofs may feem, and con- and his Jon's fon . If the feing- 
fonant to Scripture, yet, upon dom was transferred from his 
examination, we lhall find them fon to the Modes and Perfians , 
to be of no force, and quite as Sir John Mtsrfnam would 
inconfiftent with what we read have it, it is manifell, that this 
in holy writ. The prophet prophecy was never fulfilled. 
Daniel \ after relating what What that author urges in de- 
happened to Beljhazzar at his fence of his opinion, viz, that 
* grand entertainment, adds ,And Beljhazzar might be, according 
in that night Bellhazpar king to Scripture, the fon of Nebu- 
of the Chaldasans w a? Jlain y ckadnezzar> though true in a 
and Darius the Median took the more exteniive fenfe, wherein 
kingdom. From thefe word! any defeendant is called fort, 
it is plain, that, immediately and any ancellor, father, accord- 
after the death of Beljhazzar > ing to the lly le of the Scripture ; 
the kingdom <was given to yet is not fo in the literal one, 

Cyo) Berof. apud JJph, antiq* i x. c. it. (71) 1 Verof. ibid, (73) Dan, 
v, 38, 30, 31. (74), Berof & Megefthen, ubifup, & apud Eufckprap, 

evjngt 1 . lx, (n) Jtr, xxvii, 6, 7* 
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in which the prophet feems to 
bavecouchcd it, as will appear 
further by-and-by. 

T o En/il-merodacb fucceeded * 
as we have hinted above, Neri- 
gliffar, who had married Ne- 
buchadnezzar's daughter. We 
have not yet met with any au- 
■ thor fhat ever averted him to 
be Daniel'* Be/Jhaztar. He 
reigned four yean, and left a 
fon named Laborofoarchod, ac- 
cording to Bero/us, or Labajfo- 
urafc, as Megaft betas is pleafed 
to call him (76)*. This prince 
came very young to the crown, 
and, betraying a molt vicious 
*urn of mind, was murdered by 
his own fubje&s, after he had 
jreigned only nine months (77 ). 
vAnd this is the reafon why he 
is omitted in Ptolemy's canon, 
where the whole year is reck- 
oned to the Wng that begins it, 
how foam foever he dies after. 
I,f a king died but a few days 
-after the beginning of the 
month Uoth, he was faid to 
thave reigned that whole year ; 
and if any other reigned in the 
interim, but did not live to the 
beginning of the faid month, 
his name was omitted in the 
canon. And this was the cafe 
of Labor ojoarchod. 

But to4*eturn to our fubjeft ; 
Jvfeph Scaliger (78) will have 
Laborofiarehod to be Daniel's 
Beljh&zzar $ and founds his 
opinion on the following argu- 
ments ; <viz. that he was the Taft 
of Nebuchadnezzar's race ; that 
he was killed by confpirators ; 
and that his kingdom devolved 
to Nabonadiut or La by net us, 


who was, according to Mega* 
fibtnes (79), a Granger to the 
family of Nebuchadnezzar, 
He adds a circumttance out of 
Daniel , which he takes to be 
of great weight : the queen ad- 
vifed Beljhazzar to confult 
Daniel, This queen, fays he, 
could not be the king’s wife * 
for his wives and concubines 
were at the fea^. ; it was there- 
fore che queen-mother, which 
fuits well with the character of 
Nebuchadnezzar's daughter, 
who was regent. If we ob- 
ject againft this hypothefw, 
that Labor ofoar chad neigned on- 
ly nine months, whereas it is 
plain from Daniel, that Bel - 
foazzar reigned fome years ; 
his anfwer is, that the Scripture 
aferibes to Labor ajoarchod or 
Beljhazzar the whole four years 
which che canon accounts to 
Neriglijfar, or Nericajfo/ajfar, 
as he is there called, bec&ufe 
NerigUJfar reigned only as his 
guardian. And hence it is, 
iflatwe hear of the firil and 
third year of Beljhazzar in 
Daniel (80), though Laboro • 
foarchod reigned alone no more 
than nine months. 

This opinion too is clogged 
with two unfurmountable diffi- 
culties, which, in few words, 
are; 1. That it fuppofes Na* 
bonadius to be Darius the Mede , 
a fuppofition which we fhall 
plainly prove from holy writ 
to be falfe ; 2. That it falfifies 
the prophecy of Jeremiah pro- 
niifing the empire to Nebuchad~ 
nezzar, to his fon, and his fon s 
fon ; whereas Labmjoarchod 


(76) Bur if us a pud Jofepb. contra Apian, /. 1 , Megafihen. ubi fupra, (77) 
Berofus ubi fupra, (78) St a tiger in not is ad /tag. ’itter, C r drear, ft left, 

tie emendat. tmpor, l. vj. c, de regib, JSabyhn, (79) Megafib, ubi fupra , 

(80) Dae* vii. 1. viil. I. 



ii6 


The Hifiory of the Babylonians? B. I 

was Bis daughter’s fon. This # f sfcar.and his Ton, and his fbn’t 
difficultytfra%/* Teems not to Ton, according to the prophecy 
have been aware of, fince he of Jeremiah {85): he malt 
takes no notice of it in folving therefore have been fucceeded 
the obje&ions that may be by a Ton, and a fon’s fon, to the 
brought againft his opinion. crown of Babylon . Emlme* 
If neither E<vil-mcrodacb % rodacb was his fon } and, of alt 
nor NerigUJfar, nor Laborofi - , the kings that reigned after him* 
arcbody were Daniel's Btljhae • none but Beljhamar Could bt 
ear, it follows, that Nabona* his fon’s fon. For Neriglijfar 
dins was the kfagjwho in Seri- was only his daughter’s huf- 
pture bears that name. *This band, and Laborojoanhod his 
will appear more plain, if we daughter’s fon. 4. Herodotus 
confider, 1. That he is on all tells us, that the lad king of 
hands agreed to have been the Babylon was fon to the cele* 
laftof the Babylonian kings ; brated queen Nifotrisy and it is 
and therefore muft be the fame plain, that by Evil-mrodach 
who in Scripture is called Bel- alone fhe could have a fon, who 
Jhazzar 5 for, immediately af- was foil’s fon to Nebucbadnez- 
ter the death of Beljhazzar, the ear. This pinion feems to us 
kingdom was given to the the leaft perplexed with diffi- 
Medes and Perfians (81). 2. culties, and of all others the 

That he was of the race 6f Mr- moft agreeable to what we read 
luchadnezzar ; for he is by both in Scripture, and in the 
Daniel often called his fon j and profane hiftorians. Of Darius 
in the Chronicles {82) it is the Mede we lhall fpeak in 
faid, that Nebuchadnezzar, and the hiftory of Media, and 
hischildrenor offspring, reigned ihew, that he could be no 
at Babylon till the kingdom %f other but Cyaxans II. uncle 
Perjta ; 3. That the nations of to Cyrus* 
the ea ft were to ferve Nebucbad- 

(81) v, 28. 30, 31. (8 1) 2 Cbnn, xmi. 10. {&$) 

xml 7. (84) Can. Cbron, feecul. 18; (S5 ) v, a8, 30, 

3 *. , ,j(86) Ibid, vi, 1. (87) Scat. de emendat, teafl A vi. ( %ij Ayui 

cufib, flay, evaxg, 4 ix, 
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CHAP. X. 

The hiftory of the antient Phrygians, Trojans, 
Lycians, Lydians, &c. 

SECT., 1 . 

A brief account of Afw Proper. 

A S the feveral fmall kingdoms, which we are to treat 
of in this place, were anticntly comprehended under 
the name of AJia Minor, we (hall premife a general dc- 
fcription of that country, for the better undemanding of 
the particular accounts, which eve fhaii have occaflon to 
join, as vre Cui*.*; to treat of the feveral regions contained 
therein* 

The different and various acceptations of the rtord Afia Rro* 
Afia, even in its ftridleft fenfe, has created a great deal of per. 
confufion among writers, and often led the unwary read- 
ers into confiderable miftakes. To obviate thefe incon- 
veniences, the incomparable bifhop Tjjher * advifes thofe, 
who are to give any account of AJia , to begin by ex- 
plaining the various acceptations of the word, without 
which it is impoffibie to underftand the antient hiftorians 
or geographers. He looks upon this as one of the moft 
difficult points in hiftory, there being a feeming contra- 
ction between the facred and profane writers, as to the 
provinces comprehended under the name of Aha, which 
cannot be reconciled without a very careful diftin&ion of 
times and places. In reading the antient hiftorians or 
geographers, we frequently meet witli the following terms, 
viz. The Greater and Lejfer Afia , Afita Proper , or Afia 
properly fio called, the Lydian AJia # #the Proconfiular Afia, 
the Afiaiic Diocefie . That vaft continent, which wai 
known to the Greeks and Romans under the name of 4J&+ 
w$$ divided by the antient geographers firft into the 
Greater and Lejfier Afia . The Lejfer, commonly termed 
Afia Minor , comprehended a great many provinces ; hut 
that which included Phrjgia , Myfita, Garia , and Lydia, 
was named AJia Proper , or Afia properly fio called , as is 

* In his geographical and hiftorical* difquifitioa touching 
Afia, properly fo called. 

plain 
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plain from Tully b . Where it is to be obferved, that 
Tully f in enumerating the regions contained in Afia Pror 
per , makes no mention of Molts or Ionia , though un- 
doubtedly parts of Afia Proper , becaufe they were com- 
prehended partly in Lydia , and partly in myfia. , Lydia, 
befide the inland country, commonly known by that 
name, contained alfo the adjoining countries both ob Ionia, 
1 ) mg on the fea-fide between the rivers Hermus and Me- 
ander , and of Mlolisy extending from Hermus to the river 
Caicm , according to Ptolemy c , or, according to Strabo d , 
to the promontory Leftum , the antient boundary between 
Troas, and the fea-coaft of the Greater Myfia (A). The 
remaining parts of Molts and Ionia are by Pliny c , Strabo % 
Hellanicus S, and Scylax h , placed in Myfia ; nay, Myfia 
itfelf, after the Molians pofleffed themfelves of it, was 
commonly called Molts 1 $ which Stephanas not being 
aware of, makes AJfos of Molts a different cit^from AJfos 
of Myfia near Antandrus . From what vfc fiaveMaid, it is 
plain, that Afia Proper comprehended Phrygia , Myfia , 
Lydia , Caria , Molts , and Ionia • This trail was bounded, 
according to Ptolemy , on the north, by Bitbynia and Pm- 
extending from Galatia to Propontis ; on the eaft, by 
Galatia , Pamphylia , and Lycia ; on the fouth by part of 
Zyr/tf and the Rhodian fea ; on the weft, by th cHellcfpont, 
by the Mgean , Icarian , and Myrtoan feas. It lies be* 
tween the thirty- fifth and forty- firft degree of north lati- 
tude, and extends in longitude from fifty-five to fixty-tvyo 
degrees. 

b Cic. in orat. pro Flacco. c Lib. v. c. 2. d Lib. xii. 

р. 393. c Lib. v. c. 30 f Lib. xiv. fub init. « Id, 
lib. xiii. h Scvlax, in periplo. * Pomp. Mela, lib. L 

с. 18. Pun. lib. v. c. 30. 

(A) That Myfia reached to (3). In like manner Pliny (4) 
the mouth of the river Cat- makes the promontory Leftum 
cus, is acknowleged not only the boundary betwixt Molts 
fey Ptolemy (1), but alfo by and Troas ; though elfewhere, 
Strabo (2) ; and yet, becaufe ‘ following other authors, jbe 
It was poflefled in his time by places AJfos in Troas (5). But 
the Molians, he tells us, that Hellanteus, Strabo [ 6 ), and Ste- 
Molisy properly fo called, ex- f banns, make it a city of Molts 
tended from Hermus to LeSlum near the Hellefpont. 

(t) Lib. v. c. a. (a) Lib. xii. p. 39$. (3) Lib. xiii. (4) Lib, 

v, c. 30. ( 5; Id . lib. ii, c. 96. & /. xxxvi. c . 1 7. (6) Strab. L xiii. y. 4*0. 


.* As 
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As Afia Proper is but a part of AJh Minor t fo th sThe hy- 
Lydian Afia is only a part of Afta Proper (B). Afia, Indian Afi*i 
this acceptation, comprehends Lydia, - Molis, and Ionia, 
according to the defeription we have already given of it$ 
and is that Afia whereof mention is made in the AHs, and 
St. John' s revelation. In the former we read the follow-* 
ing \ccbunt of St. Pauls 4 journey k : IVhen they had 
gone throughout Phrygia, and the region of Galatia, and 
were forbidden of the Holy Ghofi to preach the word in 
Afia ; after they were come to Myfia, they effayed to go into 
Bithynia ; but the Spirit fuffered them % notu AndJhey, pajfing 
by Myfia, came down to Troas. Where it is to be obferved, 
that the Greater Phrygia , through which they pafled into 
Galatia , Myfia , Olympcna bordering upon Bithynia and* 
Hellefpont , where Troas was.fituate, though provinces of 
Afia , properly fo called, are yet in exprefs terms diftin- 
guifhed from the Proper Afia of the Romans \ as is like- 
wife Carta , bv what we read elfe f where in the fame book 
As thefe Cities and countries did not belong to the Lydian 
Afia , fo what remains of Afia Proper , together with the 
Jeven Churches mentioned in the Revelations , were pro- 
perly Lydia , or the Lydian Afia . In the firfi place, Per~ 
gamus is placed by Xenophon In in Lydia , and alfo by Ari- 

u A&s xvi. Ibid. xx. 16, 17. m Xknoph. d© 

exped. Cyr. lib. vii. 


(B) That in antient times 
Lydta was called Maonla 9 and 
the Lydians Maroniarts , is mani- 
fell from Herodotus (8), Dio- 
dorus Siculus (9), Dionyfius 
Afer (to), Strabo (11), Pli- 
ny (12), Stephanas , and 
others ; and that Maonia was 
called Afia , is no lefs plain from 
Callinus, who ilouriihed before 
Archilochus (13), from Deme~ 
triusScepfius contemporary with 
Crates * and Artjlarchus the 
grammarian (14), from Euri- 
pides (15), Suidas (16), the 
great etymologift, Nay, 
that Lydia was formerly called 


Afia , is exprefly affirmed by 
the antient fcholiaft of Apollo* 
nius Rbodius (1 7). Fronj 
whence Lydia borrowed th© 
name of Afia , is altogether un* 
certain ; fome deriving it front 
a city* of Lydia t feated oa 
mount Ttnolus ; others from op© 
Afias king of Lydia y who, ac* 
cording to the Iydians 9 com- 
municated his name to the whole 
continent (18). But, be that as 
it will, it is certain, that Lydia 
has a better claim to the name 
of Afia , than any other part of 
that continent. 


(S) Herod .f. /. i, c. 7. (9} Dmlar , Situ/. I. iv. (io) Dionyf, in f>t- 

r'cgejt. (11) Sftab. i xiu. p. 43*1. ' (iz) Plin. /. v. r, 19. (13) 

8 p-ah. /, xiv. p. 36 8,/vA i *'it. (14) Id. 1 . xii. (15) In Hacck* 

(16) Iff 'he'.** (17) SMiofi. ApolLti* Argmut* A a. (» 3 ) Herod, 

L iv, c. 45. , 
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Jlotle n . The fame Arifiotle 0 tells us, that Smyrna was 
at'firft poffeffed by the Lydians , and Scylatc. Coryandenfis 
reckohs it among the cities of Lydia ; as alfo Ephelus, 
Sardis , Philadelphia , and Tbyatira, are reckoned by Pto- 
lemy among the cities of Lydia, as is Laodkea by Ste- 
phanas p (C). 

The Proconfular Afia (fo called, becaufe it l w#$ go- 
verned by a proconful), according to the diftribiftion of 
the provinces of the empire made by Augujlus , compre- 
hended the following countries 5 viz . Lydia, Ionia , Caria, 
Myfia , Phrygia , a^nd the Proconfular Hellefpont . And this 
is Ptolemy's Afia Proper 1. By the fame emperor Pontus 
and Bithynia were made a praetorian province, and Afia 
a confular, containing all that part of Afia which lay on 
this fide the river Halys, and mount Taurus. In the time 
of Gonfiantine the Great , the Protonfular Afia was much 
abridged, and a diftin&ion brought in between the Pro- 
confular Afia , and the Afiatic diocefc ; the one being go- 
verned by the proconful of Afia, and tfflTothfcr by the 
vimrius or lieutenant of Afia (D). The Proconfular 
Afia , according to the defeription which Eunapius gives 
us of it r , feeins to have been much the fame with the 
Lydian Afia above-mentioned. In the reign of Theodofius 
the elder, who fucceeded Valens , the Confular Hellefpont 

* Lib. de poetica, p. 97. 0 Aristot. lib. de poetica 

apud Plutarch, in lib. de vita & poefi Homeri. * Steph* 
de urbib. * Ptolem. 1 . v. c. 2 . * Eunap. in vita 

Maximi. 

(C) Laodkea is placed by rial constitutions, two referipts 
Ptolemy in Carta , by others in of the emperor Valens, theone 
Phrygia , and by fomc' in Ly- dated the 2 7th of January 365 
dia, theconfi »esof thofe coun- (that is, towards the latter end 
tries having been fo often al- of the firfl year of his reign), 
tered, that it was not poflible, and dire&ed to Clearchm , <vi* 
as Strabo witneiles (19), to carius Afia; the other dated 
afeertain their exafl b^unda- the 6th of the Oftober follow- 
lies ; and hence it is that the ing, and directed to Auxonius , 
feme city is oftentimes placed *vicarius d'toecefeos Afiarne (zo)* 
by one of the anuent geogra- This dillin&ion was broughfrin 
phers in Phrygia ; by another, by Conftantinr , and continued 
in Lydia 5 and, by a third, in under the Chriitian emperors 
Curia. that fucceeded him. 

(D; We find, in the impe- 

^<0 {'•'mb, l. xii. p. 588. (2c) Cod. The&dof. lib. v. tit . lu Ne colon. 

1 w',.' .ic/r. 

8 was 
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was taken from the vuarius of Afta , and added to the 
Procmfular Afia ; but under, Arcadius the Proconfular 
Afta was abridged of. all the inland part of Lydia . 'And 
this is the reafon, why Palladium u makes a diltin&ion be- 
tween the bilhops of Lydia, and thole of Afta* How- 
ever, the fouthern part of Lydia , lying between the 
Maanfof and Cayjier , and the maritime provinces from 
Epkefuf* to Afios, and the promontory Letlum, were left 
to the Proconfular Afta w . 

The Afiatic dipcefe (E) is fometimes taken in a moreTi* Alia* 

4 drift fenfe, as diftinft from the Proconfular *Afia, and tic diocefe* 
the provinces under the jurifdi&ion of the proconful $ and 
fometimes in a more ex^nfive fenfe, as comprehending 
alfo the Proconfular Afia . According to this acceptation, 
all Afia, in the reign of Theodofius the younger, confifted 
of eleven provinces, thr&e whereof were under the jurif- 
di&ion of the proconful of Afia , viz . the Proconfular 
Proper, which he governed by hitnfelf, the Confular Hel- 
lespont, and that of Rhodes, with the other iflands called 
Cyclades, which were firft made a province by Vefpafian, 
and placed undeft a prefident *. Eight were under the vi- 
carius or lieutenant of Afia \ viz. Lydia , Carta , Phrygia 
Salutaris , Phrygia Pacatiana, Pamphylia , Lycia , Lycaonia, 
and Pifidia ; thefe eight made up what was properly called 
the Afiatic diocefe y (F). Thefe are the terms we moft 
commonly meet with in reading the antient hiftorians and 

* Pallad. in vita Chryfoft. * Hieroclis notitia imp, 
in append, geograph, facr. p. 27. Photius, de ordine metri- 
politar. p. 43. Sc in tomo i. juris Grseco- Romani, p. 90. Sub- 
fcript. concil. Chalced. aft. vi. Conftantinop. vi. aft. xvii. &c, 

* Sextus Rufus, in breviario, y Alciat. parerg. 1 . v. 
c. 13- 


(E) The word diocefe , in 
the dialeft of the times we are 
here fpeaking of, imports a 
traft of country comprehending 
feveral provinces under the ju* 
rifdiftion of one chief ruler. 

(i* 1 ) In the notitia imperii , 
which was compiled in the 
reign of Theodofius the younger, 
the Afiatic diocefe is faid to 
confilt of ten provinces only % 

(16) Notit. utriufque imperii ♦ 
mkf.Jub urbisar, p* 347 , 


the firft «and chief province of 
all, <viz.Afia itfel& being, we 
know not how, omitted (21). 
On th* # other hand, Ijidorut 
Mercator reckons twelve pro- 
vinces belonging to this diocefe, 
and among them GWa/;*7,whicli 
was, without all doubt, a pro* 
vince of the diocefe of Pontut 
(«)• 

' (22) Fid, Sahnofi eucharifiie . de 

geographers ; 
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geographers ; for the 5 explanation of Which we are chiefly 
indebted to the learned archbifhop ZJjhir 9 who thought it 
well worth his while to examine the various acceptations 
of Jfia Proper in a particular treatife ,M 

The name As to the common name of Aft* there is a great variety 
e/Ato. of opinions among the learned* feme deriving it from 
JJia the daughter of Oceanus and Thetis , wife of IcJJetm* 
and by him mother to Prometheus ; others from Afius 9 fon 
of Jtys king of Lydia y from whom that kingdom firft, 
and in length of time the whole continent, was named 
Jfia . Bocnart * irof opinion, that it took its name from 
the Phoenician word Aft , fignifying the middle, becaufe 
Jfia Minor , which, fays he, C($nmunicated its name to 
Jfia the Greater , lies, as it were, in the middle, between 
Europe and Jfric. This opinion he endeavours to fup- 
port with the authority of Pliny and Pomponius Mela *>. 
But, as all that can be faid on this bead is grounded on 
bare conjectures, it is fcarce worth our vvtyle to dwell on ■ 
inquiries of this nature. 

Climate This country is juftly counted among the fineft and 
end ferti-m oft fruitful of the earth, and highly extolled by an- 
lity. tient writers, chiefly by the Romans , who were well ac- 
quainted with it, for the fertility of the foil, temper of 
the climate, nature of the fcafons, excellence and variety 
of its productions and fruits 5 in all which refpefls it wa$ 
preferred by Tully c to all the countries of the then known' 
world* The common epithet, whereby the Latin poete 
diftinguiih this from other regions, is that of rich, alluding 
not only to the richnefs of the foil, but alfo to the wealth 
and opulence of the inhabitants, which we may eafily judge 
of from the immenfe fums that fome of the Roman go- 
vernors are faid to have extorted from them, namely 
Marc Antony , who, as we are told by Plutarch d , fqueez~ 
cd from the inhabitants of Afia Minor , in the Tpace 
one year, tjie fum of twenty thoufand talents. 

Jts prefint Xh is country is at prefent divided into four parts; vin c. 
dtvfion. pfatolia, properly fo tdled, the weftern part ; Caramania , 
the fouthern part ; Aladulia , the eaftern j and Amafia % the 
noxthmoft part. By the Turks the whole country, called 
by them Nadalu 9 is divided into five parts, under 8he 

* Usher in his geographical and hiflorteal dilqaifition of 
Jfia 9 properly fo called, &c. * Phaleg. 1. iv, c. 36. 

k Plin. in pnefat. lib. iii. & Pomp. Mela, de Alia, Li. c* a. 
< Cic. pro Q. Ligaria. d Plutarch, in Lucull. Sc 

Antonio. 

government 
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government of five btglerktgs , who .refide at C*iy*um % 

Tffcat, Trabtrzend, Mqrofch , and Iconium. Tbefe are Tub* 
divided into lefler governments, denominated from the 
city or town where the governor refides. But it is now 
time to proceed to the particular hiftories of the various 
kingdoms antiently comprehended under the Common 
naamtfy/a Minor. 


The Htjiory of the Phrygians. 

SECT. II. 

The deferiftion of Phrygia. 

A S we can fcarce offer any thing touching Phrygia * but 
what we have either at fecond hand, or from muti- 
lated pieces of antiquity, we fliall not dwell long on fo 
dark and perplexed a fubjed, nof pretend to fupply die 
defeft of better authorities with fuch precarious cGnje&ures 
as every writer may, and the moft ordinary ufuilly do f 
vent on fuch occafiofts (G). 

Whence the fmall country before us borrowed the 
name of Phrygia is not determined. Some derive it from 
. the river Phryx (now Sarabat) which divides Phrygia 
from Caria, and empties itfelf into the Hennus 9 j other* 
from Phrygia , the daughter of Afopus and Europa • The 
Greek writers tell us that the country took, its name 
fmm the inhabitants, and thefe from the town of Brygium 
in Macedonia , from whence they firft paffed into Afi# y 
and gave the name of Phrygia or Btygia to the country 
which they fettled in $ but we (ball have occafion to ex* 
amine this opinion hereafter. Bothart is of opinion f, 

« Pun. lib. v. c. *9. f Msssal. Corvin. de pro- 
gen, Aug. a Fhaleg. lib. iii. «C? 8. Sr&A*. lib xii. 

p. 3S8. 

(€) The names of the au- under (23) ; but, as their works 
thors that have written the have not reached us, we are 
Phrygian hiftory are Demcri - left quite in the dark as to 
tvs, Hermejiana&es, ? imolaus , fome of the moft material 
Ateiazety and Cornelius Alex* points of that hiftory. 

(23) Plu'anb* it flu%nsy Gf Laett. in Dmnnto, 

Vo u IV. F f thAt 
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that this tfd£t was &z\hArtirygia froifa a Greek verb/ fig- 
nifying to or dry, which, accordiite to pirn,* is .* 
tranflarionof its Hebrew name, derived from % verib of 
the fame figiiification (fl). ’ , . 

Itsdivi- No Jefs various are the opinions of au$hpi& as to the 
>///. exadl boundaries ofthis country ; which gave rife $© the 
proverb related by Strabo §, m%, that the Phry$,m 
Mftans had diftind boundaries, but that it Wayjjij 
poffiblc to afccrtain them. The feme wrriter adds *3hat 

s Phaleg. t lib,iii.c 8. Strab. 1 . xij. p. h Strab. 

ubi fupra. *' *• 

(H) The Greek word $»?v- no hard matter to account for 
ytet feems to be derived fropi this denomination, if we but 
the verb ypiiyu r> to burn dr con fide r, that thtepart of Pbry* 
parch ; and hence that place gta we are fpeaking of, is de^ 
on mount QEta, where Hercu - feribed both by Diodorus and, 
let was burnt, took the nakne Strabo (27) as £. dry foil im-’ 
of <l>p vyi* 9 tfVo t« tm pregnated with ful£hqr, bitu- 
(ppu^aiify'ttpduhia. Now hien, and other combuftible 
as that part of Phrygia, which fubtences, which in all likeli- 
was walked by the rivers Cay- hood gave rife to this appella- 
fter and Meander, was dillin- tion. We are not ignorant, 
guifeed by the epithet of &<*]*-. that the tra& we are Ipeakine 
Kix.&viJ,'ivy,asStrabo and Diodo- of as by feme of the antienw 
rns witnefs (24) ; it is nocim* reckoned a province of Myfia y 
prohable but that the name of by others, of Maonia $ but 
Phrygia, which was at fell pe- Hefychiut (28), Diodorus (29), 
culiat to one pare, might in and moftof the other hiftorians 
length of time become common and geographers, place it in 
to the whole country. - How Phrygia * Bochart is of opi- 
this part came to be called K<#- nion (30}, that by Gomr in 
7 a>c 6 x.«v/wfc^,burnt,is varipufly Scripture is meant Phrygia , 
reported. Diodorus (25) fpeaks and that the Greek word Phry- 
of a firy moniier called <egis, gia is a tranllation of the He ~ 
which, appearing there, con- brew gomer , which he 

fumed all that trad ; but was derives from the verb ga- 
afterwaads killed by Pallas . mar, importing, among other 
Others recur to the fable of fignificarions, to burn or con- 
Typhon (26), who, fay they, fume, in which figniheation he 
was in that place thunderliruck fliews it, to have been frequept- 
by Jupiter. But, without hav- ly ufed both by the Chaldeans . 
ingrecourfe to fables, it will be and Syrians* . 

(24) Strab. f, xiii. p. 431. & Dh 4 - Sic. lib . iii. Diodfii ... 

Srci »/. /. Ui. p. 142. flfitj Strab. xiH. p, 43** (27) Vbt 

Jttpta. (28) Uefycbi L *li. ( 29J D^dtr, ubt fupra* (30) Pba~ 

h ui* t**. 

the 
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the Try am i Myfians* and Lydians , are,, by the posts* *ali 
blended under the eontmon native, of Phrygians , ?vhich 
Chadian 1 extends to the Pifidians , Bithyniam , and 7 <w- 
Again, Pliny k places Afcania in Phrygia , which, 
together with Datdania , is reckoned by fifriA* 1 among 
the i^ownces of My ft a* Phrygia Proper, according to 
Ptolemy# whom we chufc to follow, was bounded on the 
north by Pontus and ‘ Bit hynia ; on the weft by My ft a, 

Troas , the Mgean fea, Lydia , Maonia, and Ckra $ on 
the fouth by Lycia ; on the eaft by Pjtmphylfa and 

It lies between the 37th and!(,ift degree of norths 
latitude, extending in longitude # from 56 to 62 degrees* 

The inhabitants of this country, mentioned by Ptolemy * . 
are the Lycaones, and Anthemijenii towards Lycia* and 
Moccadetis or moccadine , the Cyddefes or Cydiffis towards 
Bithynia , and between thefe the Pektni or Spelt ini, the 
Moxiani, Phylaccnfes , and Hmapolita . To thefe we 
may add the Berccyntes mentioned by Strabo 

Phrygia is commonly divided into the Greater and 
Leffer Phrygia , called alfo Troas. But this divifion did 
not take place till Troas was fubdued by the Phrygians $ 
and hence it is more confidered by fome Roman writers as 
a part of Phrygia , than Bithynta , Cappadocia , or any 
other of the adjacent provinces. In after- ages, that i% 
in the reign of Conjlantine the Great , the Greater Phrygh 
was divided into two diftri&s or governments, the one 
called Phrygia Pacattana , from Pacatianus , who, under 
Conji anting, bore the great office of the prafeftus pr<c- 
torio of the eaft y the other Phrygia Salutaris , from fome 
miraculous cures fuppofed to have been performed there 
by the archangel Michael . 

This country, and indeed all Afta Minor, lying j ts foil and 
in the fifth and fixth northern climates, was in climate. 

times greatly celebrated for its fertility. It abounded in 
all forts of grains, being, for the moft part, a plain countty 
covered with a deep rich foil, and plentifully watered by 
fmall rivers. It was in fome parts produ&ive of bitumen, 
and other combuftible fubftances. It was well hocked 
witlj cattle, having large plains and pafture^grounds. The 
air was antiently deemed moft pure and wholfome, tho* 
it is now in fome parts thought extremely grofs, greal 1 
part of the country lying uncultivated, a thing too com* 
mon in fuch regions as groan under the Mohammedan yoke* 

* Claud. 1. ii. inEutrop. k Pun. 1. 1 Strab 

ubi fupra*. ® IbioT l, pit* fob fin. 

F f 7 
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In ftijrt, whatever defirable things -nature has frugally 
beftowed here and there on other countries; were found 
in this, while well manured, as in their fcfigIM feminajj. 

'Jhe cities of note in Phrygia Major were* i. Apa* 
me a or Apamia , a famous mart, and the metropolis ofail 
Phrygia ) till the above-mentioned divifioit of Cdnjtentiw 
took place. It was feated at the confluence of trie Mm- 
fya and Maafider. Pliny ® places it at the foot of the 
hill Sigma, furrounded by the rivers Marfya, Obrima ; 
And Orgaj which e/npty thetnfelves into the Maandtr ; 
wherdn he feems to confound the fituation of the antient 
Celma with that of themfcw city called Apamea, Celaiids , 
indeed flood at the foot of the hill, oh which- the Marfyas 
has its fpring ; but Anfiocbus Soter , fon to Antmbus St~ 
leueus, who built Apamu of Syria } carried the inhabitants 
from thence to the new city, Which he buih about ten 
miles from thence, whebthe Marfyas and Meander be- 
gin to flow in one channel; this city he nairi&d Apamm 
from his mother Apamett , wife to Seleucus Nicamr o,\ As 
there are many other cities bearing the fame name, this 
for- diftinftion fake is commonly called Apamea Cibotos ; 
but, as to the original of this appellation* there is a great 
difcrepancy among authors (I). 

tt Plin.I.v. c. 29. 0 Strab. ubifupra. Liv, lib. 

xxxviii. Marcianos, 1. v \. 

(1) M the word K/3&>7or its being, as it were, thecommon 
fignifies ark or coffer, fome have trealury of thofe countries (31). 
fuppofed, that it was fa called, It is worth obferving, that there 
becaufc the ark relied on the are no fewer than nine aties 

hill from which the river Mar- bearing the fame name, viz. 
jya fprings. But thefe writers Apamea of Phrygia , of Bithy- 
, confound the fituatioa of Ce- nia, of Piffdia , of Media, of 
1 <£$# with that of Apamea ; the Babylonia , of Mesopotamia , of 

former, which never bore the Pi/idia, of Siitaccae, of Sy- 
name of Cibotos , waslkuate at ria ; and all fit ua ted ' between 
the foot of the hi)l Sigma , but two rivers ; which nude Bo- 
Apama Cibotos at ten miles di~ chart ( 32 .) conclude*, that 
fiance. As thofe who traded they were fo called from, the 

foom Italy and Greece to AJia Hebrew verb fignifying to fur- 
Minor , uled to convey their round* whereof the import is 

wares to this city as a place of plainly expreifed in, Jonas T 33 ) 
general relort (30), Salma fm apbaphunimajim. 

thinks it was called Cibotos h om 
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Laodicea, now EJkihiJfar, feated on die banks of 
the river Lycus, not far from Apamea. It was firlt called 
Diofpolis, afterwards Rheas, and at laft Dioc^farcet and 
Laodicea . We are told by Stephanus, that Jupiter, ap- 
pearing to Antmhus the fon of Stratonice in* his ileep, 
Commanded him to build a city, which he did accordingly, 
calling ft Diofpolis from Jupiter , and Laodicea from his 
wife L$ edict. It Was afterwards greatly increafed by Hi - 
tn, by Zen* the Rhetorician, and his fon P demon r, who, 
being honoured by Cafar Augufius with the title of king^ 
might, perhaps, out of compliance to that prince, add 
his name to that of Jupiter, calling the city Dm# fared, 
the city* of Jupiter and Ctefar . However, the name of 
Laodicea , which Strabo derives from the river Lycus % 
prevailed. This city was famous for its wool, which was 
universally preferred, on account of its foftnefs, as the fame 
author witnefles, even r to that of Miletus, fo much cried 
up by the antients, and, befides; was of a very extraor- 
dinary bfeicknefs. With this the inhabitants carried on 
a very confiderable trade, and were accounted the moft 
wealthy people of all Ajia Miner. Ptolemy makes Lao- 
dicea and Diocafarea .two different cities, wherein he is 
certainly miftaken. At Laodicea was one of the fevext 
churches mentioned in the apocalypfe, but at prefent rtot 
fo much as the ruins of it are any-where to be feen, that 
prophetical threat being fully accompliflied ; / know thy 
works , that thou art neither cold nor hot — becatife thou art 
lukewarm — 1 will fpue thee out of my mouth * (K). 

p fimAB. ibid. q Id. ibid. r Ibid. • Revel, in. 

J 5> l6 * 

(K) Ferrari in his di£Ho- names, have taken the village 
nary tells us, that Laodicea is Laotik near A?tgoura for Laodi- 
ftill called Laudichia , and by cea. At EJkihiJfar, as it is 
the Turks Nome Lefche ; that it now called, there are ftiii to be 
is one ufthearchbilhopricksof feen four theatres of white 
* Afia Minot > &c. But he is marble* as intire as if they 
either miftaken, or the town had been but lately built; near 
wasnot^uitedemolifhedin his ohe of them is an inicription 
tSne ; at ptefent it lies in ruins, in honour pf the emperor Titus, 
and is only the habitation of which the reader will find in 
wild beafts. r Several travellers, Span's account of the feven 
milled by "the fimilitude of thurctes (34). . 

(34) Span, L ill. 

F f 3 Hiehja- 
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Hiera?olis, famous for its mineral waters, which, 
according to Strata's account *, when expofed to die air, 
petrified in the fpace of a year,' and yet Were endued 
with inch a virtue, as to render the fields they watered 
exceeding fruitful, and prove a prefent remedy againft in- 
numeraUe diftempers to fuch as ufed tbcm“. ' wear this; 
city was to be feen an opening oft the edge of Sn hdlt of 
an extraordinary depth, always Overhead with i thiefc 
fog, and exhaling fuch a pemlcnt ftea’rti, that no living 
creature could come within the reach of it without being 
immediately ftifled, Strata and Pliny * e*cep« the Galli 
or eunuchs of CybeU, Ammianus, and 1 Jdio Nicetas, all 
eunuchs * (L). ” ; " " ' 

GoRdium, the feat of Gordius, king of Phrygia, and 
famous for- the Gordian knot, which we fhall have occa. 
fion to mention hereafter. This ‘ town was frtuajed on 
the borders of Phrygia towards Cappadocia, and not be-*, 
tween the two Phrygias, "where Jujitn places it *. Not 
lohg after the death of Gardius it was reduced to a poojr 
beggarly village, as Strabo palls it ; and continued in this 
defpicable condition till the triumvirate of Augujlus, when 
it was again made a city, and calledj Julbpolis , by pne 
Cite, a famous robber, native of that place (Ml. 

Coiosse, 

* Strab. 1. xiii. fub fin. * Jtbid. ub£ fupra. Vi* 

truvius, 1 . viii. c. 3. Ulpianus, lege prima, fed. 13, 
w Lib.iv. * Ammian. lib. xxxvii. c. 6 . DioNica, 

in vita Trajan, p. 252. ed. H. Steph. 1592. * Lib/ 

xi. c. 7. 

(L) Strabo, an eye-witnefs Afuleius , and many others 
(35)> % s * that in his time this ( 36 ). The city of Hierapotis 
plutonium or opening was in- is now called fiamboakkale 
clofed with balufters, taking up and fojne footfteps of what 
half an acre of ground in com- it once was, art to be feen in, 
pafe; that the peftilent fteam the many heaps of ruins, and 
kept within that inclofii^p, fo fine pillars, in* thefields where 
that one might approach the it flood j infojnud* that 
balnfler without the feaft dan- Smith, after (viewing thej% 
geri but whoever advanced could not h#p‘ thinking tkM 
one ftep further was imraedi- city to have peen ho|er^r to 
ately ftifled* What Strain af- none. v 
Arms is vouched b y AmpUanus, (M) Th& CUq, havings With 

PioNicdtusp l^otheye-witoefles, $ jjand of robbers, ppfleflw) 

^<3g) tit. iMfftfJin, j3§) Vkifupr*,® Jpukius* 
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CoLossF,, now Gbones , on (be Couth fide of flW M~<e- 
aridity to the people whereof St. Paul wrote that cjsiftle, 
which is part of our canon. 

&pylu$ the refidence bf king Tantalus y arid therefore 
tilled falfo Tatitalh* Some place this city in Maoma % 
fuppaftng Tantalus to have reigned there. It it obfarvable, 
that Riur cities, viz. Sipylus i Archabp&lis, Colpe y and Lt- 
hadt^ 'were facceifively built on the fame fpot, and de- 
ft royed by earthquakes. 

Synnaoa, Symda, or SyftMdt, noted for its marble 
quarries, it his city Was* by CwjftintiHc tbs Greats de- 
clared the metropolis of Phrygia Sdlutaris, after his dm* 
fion of Bfrtygia into Pacdtiana and Salutaris took 
place (N). Befides thefe, and feveral other cities of left 
riote riaerifkmed by thenuHieftts, there were kt later times 
fomc of no fmall account 5 fuch as $aqm> the habitation 
of Efregul, father of Ottoman the firft king of the Turks ; 
Chara- chi far, by the Greeks tailed Melmpyrgus , or the 
Black tmer y Gillexuga , Emgiol y &c. taken by the faid 

Ottoman 

himfelf of a flrong hold on Sever us fubfcribes ashhhop of 
mount Olympus , called Colly di- Synnada the metropolis of Phry~ 
urn, by frequent excursions gia Salutaris ( 38 ) ; and ydt 
from thence prevented the of- Socrates in his cccleJiaJUcal hi - 
fleers of Labienus prefect of ftory ( 39 ), and Nicepborus blind - 
JJia fi om gathering the annual ly fallowing him, place this 
tributes; on which confidera- city in Pbryg i a Pa cati ana ( 40 ) . 
tion he was by Marc An- And here we may obferve, by 
tony rewarded With large ter- the way, that in the fourth 
ritories. But, in the A&iac general council, held at Chal- 
war, revolting from Antony, he cedon, Abercius fubfcribes as 
fided with Augufius, who added bifltop of Hierapolis in Pbry- 
great part of Morta to what gia Salutaris (41), which fame 
Antony had beftowed on him, have looked upon as a miftake 
created him prieft of Jupiter crept into the adb of that coun 
Acrettenm worfhiped by the cil, noj reflecting, that, befide* 
Myfiam, and high -prieft of the n!orc known city of Hi ere* 
Be Ilona , adored Ul Commana polls in Phrygia Pa Cati ana, 
of Pont$p 9 a dignity no-ways there was another of lefs note 
inferior to that of king (37), in Phrygta Salutaris. They are 
(N) In the fifth general both mentioned by Plwy (42), 
council, held at Cpnfiantinople, and, the one laid to be under 

(yi ) Strab. 1. xii. p. 391, (%%) Cmt!. v. cottat. 8. (39) Itb. 

vii. cap. 3. (40) Nnepbor. Caljift. bjjhr . /, xiv» c, 11. (^t 1 ) CmtL 

C baked, afl. JtVf, ' (4*) Ltb. v. c. 29, & 30. 

F f 


the 
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Oilmen from the chriftian princes, at the firft rife of the * 
Ottoman empire. .. < ' 

The rivers of this country, which we flail take notice- • 
of, are, the Meander, now Mwdrt, and Mindtt, a 
river fo celebrated by the andentofor it* winding* ami tta» 
ings, that all oblkfuities are from-tbence called Meanders, 

It rifes on the hill Galena, the fine at Aulosrtn/ men* 
tioned by Pliny *, at the foot of which flood antiently a 
famous city of the fame name. Pliny * and Strobe b de- 
rive it frorp a lake on the top of the laid bill. It pallet 
through Phrygia,' divides Carta front Lydia, and after 
600 windings c , by which it feemt to flow back to ita 
fountain-head, empties itfclf into the Archipelago, between 
Prime and Miletus ( 0 ). * 

Thb river Marfyas , fo named from Marfyas, a cele- 
brated mufician, who, challenging Apollo, was by hint 
overcome, and flayed for his preemption. Moft of the 
antients tell us, that this river hath its fpring n^r that of 
the Meander j but Maximus Tyrius d , who was upon tlic 
fpot, derives them both from the fame iource, and jo 
does Strabo ®. It rufhes down from a confiderablc height 
between rugged rocks and precipices wiili great noife, on 
which account it was called by Herodotus f Catarafta, 
It has not only the fame fpring with the Meander, but . 

1 Lib. xxxviii. * Ubi fupra. b Strab. 

I. xii. p. 866 . c Dio Prusveus, Jib. i. ** Serm. 
xxxviii. c Lib. ipi. obi fupra. f Lib. vii. c. 26. r 

the jurifdiflion of Imdicsa , order, or the black Meander , 
the other under that of Per- and the Meander itfclf Bejouc- 

Mtndre, the great Meander, 
( 0 ) The CayjUr, now Min- Some have oblerved, that it 
dtrjtare, bears fuch a. refem- forms in itscourfe the following 
blance to the Meander, that Greek charafes c> (, <, *>,'H 
many of our modern travellers, tome pretend that Dedaha 
and among them the, incom- formed his labyrinth on tbit 
parable Pietro della Vetllt , die plan. Sesuea -(43) mils it 
Loir, and Mnconis, have mif- poetarm omhtm exereitetio 1 $ 
taken the one for the other kdvn but-Ow/s defcriptjpfl 
(4«). The Mr call the Cay- of it (44) It, in our opinion, 
Jteg Coutelmk-udndN and Min- an inimuabie piece.aed for pre* 

’ der/tart, that is, the hstle Me- feipble to any other. 

(42) SpM, vcyafr, Attain, &c, tw * i« />. »44* « (43) Eyfjl, c?. 

(44/ Mtwwyk. l f viu| v « 1 £ J* 

flows 
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fftews in die feme chattel through the town offlrie** 
landing at the foot of the river on which it rifet*v*lft 
leaving tbctowrr the mam ftream divides itfelf into two 
branches, Jtad forrar tbefe two rivers,, the one the tnoft 
winding river in the world, the other without fo much 
as one^tosningduring its whole courfe, and therefore , flo w- 
ing. wail an incrediblerapkiity. Near Jpamea,, thatis, 
after a courfe of tfcnmilw only, the Marfas is: again 
received within the banks of the Maavder , which it 
left at Celatue 5 fo that in reality thefe two riversarc but 
two branches of tbe fame original firlfam. ■%. Curtivi 
gives us a noble defer iption of k S, and :adds, that, while 
it flows within theWaBSof Celana, it. is named Mar fast 
which name, on its leading that city, it change for that 
of Lycus y bat, with this author’s leave, Marfas and 
Lycus are <q^rite different rivers j the Lycus fprings .from 
mount Olympus, and difcharges.itfelf into the Maandtr, 
not far fro,m Laodicea, which was therefore called Laodi- 
• tea on the Lycus j this is a quite different courfe from that 
of, the Merfyas , which we have already defer ibcd fc 

(f j» . 

* Sangaujus, 

* Lib. iil. * h Vide Salmas, Plinianse cxerckat. cap. 

xxxviii. p.582. 


(P) The poets feign, that 
J Marfyas having challenged 
Apollo, who flayed him for his 
pride and arrogance, his deattf 

and fatyrs, that, from tliejr 
tears fprung a river called, after 
him, Marfas J This Marfas 
is faid to have been the fen of 
Olympus, and one of the molt 
ingenious men of his age. He 
was Are inventor of the pipe 
calledjgrm*',, and the firft that 
brrjught m the playing on two 
pipes at a time. He was bom, 
pot to death, and buried, near 
the fpring of the river that 
bears hie name. Pliny (45) 

(iij Lib, v. t, *9. 


gravely writes, that in his time 
was foil to be feen the plane- 
tree, on which this unhappy 
mufician ended his days. Others 
fay, with the feme appearance 
of truth, that it was a pine- 
tree. Maximus ‘Tyrius (46) 
inform^ us, that the rivers Ma- 
under and Marfas were both 
worihiped by theinhabitantsof 
Cehenfi and adds, that the 
vidims and offerings, though 
thrown into the common 
ftream, never failed being car- 
ried by the waters, at their 
partings into the chattel of that 
river .for which the pious vota-‘ 
ries hod defigned them. Tho . 

(46) Seimu tcxxriil. 


4#*t 


river 
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. Sanoarius, Sangaris , or Sangurm, is numbered 
Pliny among the rivers of note 1 ; it fpring* ftom jthe bill 
Dindymus, waflies Phrygia and Btthynia, and empties 
itfelf into the Black Sea. Phryx , which divides Pfrfygid 
from Carta, and difembogucs itfelf into the Hermits, now 
Sarabat. Hermits, much celebrated by the poet? Jos its 
gold funds, takes its rife near Doryluum, and f$as into 
the Archipelago near Smyrna. Myfiai, Orga, Obrima, 
&c. 


SECT. IIL 

Of the antiquity , government, religion, cufioms, arts, 
learning, &c. of the antient Phrygians. 


Their mt~ 
tifusty. 


Origin, 


T H E Phrygians deemed theoifelves the moft antient 
people of the worlds which Opinion fbems to have 
prevailed even among the Egyptians , at teaft in the time 
of PfammtihktiSy Who, in point of antiquity, looked upoti 
all other nations with an eye of contempt* For we ard 
told k, that, after the experiment, wh$h we have men* 
tianed elfewhere r , thofe great boafters of antiquity ae- 
knqwleged the Phrygians to be more antient, challenging 
only the fecond rank to themfelves. And hence it fe that 
Apulaus w diftinguiflies them with the epftbet of firfi - 
horn. 

\ As to their origin, fome fuppofe them defended from 
Togarmah, one of Gamer’s foils ; and of this opinion 
are Jofephus and St, Hitrom n # who adds, that they were 
known to the Hebrews under the name of Tigrammanes • 
Herodotus o, Strabo p , Pliny 9 , and Euftatbius r , led by 


1 Pun. hift. nat. 15 Diodor, Sicuu L i. p. 9* 1 Vol, 

j. p. 345, in the notes, m JQe aftno aur, b xi. n Jo- 
seph. ant. 1 . 1. c. 7. Hieron. in quasi* Hebraicis, 0 Jwb. 
vii. c. 73. p Lib. vii. x. xii. * Jib, V. c. 37. 1 

statb. m Homer. & I)ionvs. 


river Lyons, which Cmtius, rant of, when belaid (4#)^ 
and with him Mr. Span, mif- 

takte for the Marfyas (47), Sic, ubi tsrreno Lycus eft tpor 
jam a few miles underground, tushiatu, 
but appears again before it lofes ExiJHt pmbuc bine, alioft tt 
itfelf m the Meander ; which renaftitnr orbt. 

Ovid feems to have beep igno- 

i 

^7) Voynge d ltahe > & c, tom . i. <tk 


(48) Metano^pb, //£, xv. 

the 
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|Ke fimihtude of narn^s, a.deceitFi^l guide* derive. then* 
fromtbc Brygians, 4 people of Macedonia, who, patting 
into Afia Minor, were* with a filial! alterations Jailed 
'Phrygians, and the country, whicfi dfi^y f$ttlpd in, nmefy 
Phrygia. ypt .are not *a) willing to ajlow, that, as ihf 
Phrygians arid Brygians bore antiently the fame name, fa 
they i^ert: originally one and the fame people j Jbpt how 
it can bfc deduced from thence^ that the BrygiamtpzfCpft 
cut of Europe into Itfia, rather than the Phrygians out of 
Afia into Europe, is what we do not comprehend* All 
that can be concluded from this iimiktude, <Sr, if yon 
pleafe, identity of names, is, that they were both derived 
from the fame wgin J but, fa order to prove, that the 
Phrygians were a Colony of the Brygians, rather than 
the Brygians a colony from ' Phrygia, recourfe muft be 
had to feme other argument. All we can fey i», that, 
if the Phrygians had been descended from the Macedf* 
mans, it is not likely they would* have piqued themfelves 
fo much on their amiquity j at leaft other nations, namely 
the Egyptians, would not fo readily have yielded to them 
the priority. Bwbart ♦ is of opinion, that the Phrygians 
were the offspring of Gomer, the eldeft fon of japhet, 
the word Phrygia being, as we havdobfemd tlfewhere, 
the Greek tranfiation of his name. Jpfiphm tmteis Gomer 
the lather Of the Galatians, but he, by ih ^ Galatians^ 
muft neceffarUy mean the Phrygians inhabiting that part 
*of Phrygia , which the Galatians had made themfelves 
matters of 5 the dependents of Gomer being placed by 
Ezekiel * northward of Judea, near Togarmah (which 
Bochart takes to be Cappadocia ) long before the Gauls 
patted over into Afia* Moft of the modern writers will 
have the Cimmerii to be the ottering of Gomer , under- 
ftanding their country by the country of Gomer mentioned 
in the Scripture. The Chaldee paraphjafts place Gomer in 
Afric 5 wherein they muff certainly be mdtaken, finer it 
is plain from Ezekieh 1*, that his country lay northward 
of Judea . We are therefore willing to let Gomer enjoy 
the fine country which Bockart is pleafed to give him, 
and allow him the honour of being, the progenitor of tfap 
Phrygians, fince we have nobody elfc to beflW ii on. 

1 The antient Phrygians are defcjriBed as a (uperftitious* f^ r c * 
voluptuous, and effeminate race^ without any prudence,^,, % 
or jbrecaft, and of fuch a fervtfa temper, that* nothif% , } , 
but ftripes and ill ufege could make them comply with 


9 Phalcg. lib. iii. cap. 8 r 


1 E*ek. $lviii, 6. 




Ubi fupra^ 
Jhpif 


U 
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their duty } which gave rife to feverai trite and well-known . 
proverbs (QJ. They k are laid to havebepri the firft in- 
ventors of divination by the ringing, flyurig, and ffcedihg 
of birds. Their mufic, commonly called Are Phrygian 
mood , is alleged by. fome as an argument of their effemi- 
nacy. • '* v , ; ‘ '■ ' '■ v "j 

Concerning their government thus much * mtty fed 
faid, that it was monarchical j and that all Phrygta was*, 
during the reigns of fome kings, fubjeft to one prince. 
Ninnatus, Mtdas, Manis, Gordius , and his defcendtnts, 
were certainly. lorJ^ of all Phrygia. But fome rime be- 
fore the Trojan war we find this ebuntty divided into 
feverai petty kingdoms, and tyad of divers prince reign- 
ing at the lame time. ApollodorUs w mentions a king 6F 
Phrygia contemporary with Ilus King*of Ttoy. Ctdtmis * 
and others fpeak of one TeuthrOns, king of a frtjall coun- 
try in Phrygia, whofe territories were ravaged* by Ajax, 
himfelf flam in a Angle combat, his royal feat laid In 
afhes, and his daughter, by haine Tecniejfa, carried away 
captive by the conqueror. Homer r make mention of 
Phorcys and Afcanius , both princes, and leaders of the 
Phrygian auxiliaries, that came to the relief of Troy. 
Tantalus was king of Sipylus only, ahd its diffcnd, a ? prlnbe 
no lefs famous lor his great wealth, than infamous for 
his covetoidhefs, and other <rieteftable vices. That 
Phrygia was fubdued either by Ninas, as Diodorus Si cuius 
informs us, or by the Amazons , as we read in Suidas *, 
is not fufficiently warranted. Moft authors, that fpeak 
of Gordius, tell us, that the Phrygians, having fent to 
confult an oracle, in order to know how they might 
put an end to the inteftine broils, which rent their coun- 
try into many fa&ions and patties, received for anfwer, 

* Phalbc. lib. Hi. cap. 8. * Exelp. xlvili. 6. * Ubi 

fupra. w Lib. iii. * Cedrenos, p. 104. Sophocl, 
in Ajace. Calaber, lib. iii. * Homer. -Iliad. Ji. * Svto. 
irit. 'Oppiv;. •. ( 

) Phrygtt ftro fapiunt, mafic too was fuited to- their 
Phryx verberatus mlior, Pbryx effeminate temper. T ke$orie 
non minus quam Spyntharus, &c. mood -was a kind of grave ,and , 
which proverb intimate their folid mafic j the Lydian, a dqle- 
fervile temper > and ihew, that ful and lamentable harmony ; 
they were more fit to bewail but the Phrygian chiefly calyu- 
misfortanes in an unmanly lated to effeminate and finer- 
manner, than to prevent them' vate the mind. But this is con- 
t>y proper meafuiel. Their tradifited by others. 

That 
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that the mofi effectual means to deliver themfelm and 
their pountry fijonn the calamities they groaned dhder. 

Was to commit (the governrtfen? to a king, which they 
did accordingly, placing Gordius on j^e %pne. Whence 
we may conclude, that fome»time before his acceflion to 
the cj|own, an tuiftocratical or democratical form of gb- 
verhmtnt had beep introduced, 

’ As to their trades all we can iay is, that Aptfmea was Their 
the chief emporium of 'a# Thither refarted trade, 

merchants and traders from.aH parts of Greece^ Jtaly, and i#wj, 
theneighbourbg iilands. Bpfides, vt% know from SyticeT» leam^fi 
hit, that ihs Phrygians were for fonje time, matters of the 
fea. (he f»JJ» 25 years) ana none but trading nations ever 
prevailed on that element. The country was flocked 
with many choice and tifeful commodities, and well able 
to afford confiderable exports. They had a fade coaft, 
convenient harbours, and whatever may incline us to think: 
that they (Carried on a confiderable trade. But, as moft 
of the Phrygian records are loft, we, will not dwell on 
conjectures fo hard to be afeertained, 

. We have no fet form of th«r laws ; and as to their 
learning, fince we are told, that, Tor fome time, they 
enjoyed the fovereignty of the fea, we may, at' feaft, 
allow them a competent fkill in geography, geometry, 
and aftronpmy, and add to thefe, from wnat we haVe 
faid above, a more than ordinary knowlege of muitc. 

Some have been of opinion, that the Phrygian lan - Their Un- 
guage bore a great rcfembjance to the Greet ; but the guage* 
contrary is manifeft from the few Phrygian words which 
have been trail fmitted to us, and carefully collected by 
Bochart * and Rudbechius *>. To thefe we may add the 
authority of Strabo c , who, after attempting to derive 
the name of a Phrygian city from the preck, concludes, 
that it is a difficult matter to difeover any fimilitude 
between the barbarous words of the Phrygian lan- 
guage and the Greek. The Phrygian tongue, after the 
experiment made by Pfammetichus king of Egypt, as we 
have: , mentioned elfewhere <*, was looked, upon by the 
Egyptians as the moft antient language of the world. 

But- ether nations, namely the .Seythians , refufed to fub- 
snit to their opinion, as founded on an argument of no 
real weight. ' As the two children; fay they, .had nefer 
Beard trier voice, of any human creature, the word Bee, 

■ » Bochart. <ju«eft. utrum Aineas unquam fuerit in Italia F 
b Rudbec. inAtiant. tom. i. p. 36. * c Strap, lib. »ii. 

* Sal. i. p. 343, in the notes. 

«r 
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or Beihs, the firft they uttered, was only an Jnutatt<w 
of the goats that had Tackled them, and happened tp be 
a Phrygian word fignifu.* p^ (k). A .laie. writer^ 
after obfeitving that Homer in feveral paflages diftmgtiiflie* 
the language of the gods from that of man, endeavours to 
{hew, that the 1 poet, by the language of the gods, -meant 
the Greek, and hy that of men thePbrygian ($}•/., - 
Their rtli- As' to the religion of the antient Ph’Jgph we have 
giott. already obferved, that they were meatly addrdted » «i: 

perdition. They had many idols ; but the goddefs Cyhk 
feems to tfaVe been- tfieir principal deity. She. was called 
Cybele Cytele, Berecynthw, Dindymene, from Cybelus, Bertcynthtesy 
their chief pindymenus, all hills of Phrygia, and Idaa from- mount 

e LakemAchervs, ohfer.'philol. ; 


(R) Goropias Becanus makes 

ufeof the fable argument "to 
prove, that the High-Dutch is 
the original or mother-tongue 
of the world, becaufe the word 
htcier in that language fignifies 
ahaker. ■ " 

(S) Gethofredus Lakemacht- 

rut, in order to prove this* 
choofes the two following ver- 
fcs(49)s , 

■*A rr«,f a? Ap<Ufot(,y-'-y«* 
vrortt/j.k frmiiJ-im, r 
"Or Seirdw Kttxwtfi 

J'pec J'i 2adjwrM'if 1 j«r.., , 
Where Hamer tdl ns, that the 
river here mentioned is by the 
gods named Xanthns, and by 
men Scamander. Be (hews, 
that, as Xanthos is a Greek 
word fignifying jelltnv, the 
above-mentioned river had very 
probably its name fioih the 
Gi-eekt, who gave the fame 
name, as Strabo (50) wkneffes, 
to another river in lycia, on 
account of its yellow finds. 
From hence he infers, that Ho- 
mer, by the language of the 
god', can mean no other than 
the Greek. As to the word 

(40) Kind. tt. vsr. 7J. 


Scamander, be thinks that tbjfe 
name Was communicated to thef, 
river from one Ikamandrht, 
fon of HeSar, and king of the' 
Phrygians, whofe territories 
were watered by this river, 
it being a common cuftom' 
.among the antiertts to call the 
^rivers after the names of the 
princes through -whofe coun- 
tries they had tbieircourfe. Now 
as Scamandrm, fey? he, was a 
Phrygian, his name was un- 
doubtedly taken from that; lan- 
guage} from whence he con» , 
dudes, that the name of the 

river Scamander is originally 
Phrygian 4 and that Homer, by 
the language of men, means 
the Phrygian. This author 
concludes the feme of all other 
pafiages in Homer, where fuch_ 
a diftlnftion is inade } the more,' 
becaufe two other words attri- 
buted by Hamer to men,' nix.. 
Bateia and Kmindis.znpCk- 
oilt doubt Phrygian }the p»e 
being the name of’ati hill in 
Phrygia , ar >d the other pf a 
bird moftly frequenting mount 
Ida in from. 


(<;o) Lib , xiv.^. 665. 


Ida 
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Ida in 7 mr, becatffebn thefe hills &t was worfhiped in 
a'particular 'roaqnifr (lr).; Sfte was alfo named €ub*bf t 
btCaufe hefjiriefts, When fei&Cd with, their frantic «fits, 
uied fcj fhrbW theipfelvtes their' heads, that name being 
dCfiVCdfrom a Phoenician verb of that import. Arnebius g . 
gives to# the following account of Cjbtlt from the mytho--/fr»*rf »/ 
logy of t^C gentiles : There was a vaft rock on the bor -her from 
ders . of Phrygia t called in the language of that gauntry Gfeek 
Agthis, from whence Beucaiion %nd Pyrrha 7 by the di-^ftbesogj. 
reflioit of Themis f took die ft ones, which they made ufe 
of, to repair mankind after the deluge. From one Of 
thefe fpriihg Cybcle? the great met hefty the gods. The 
fame rock Conceived by ftfupiter, and brought forth Ac- 
deft is t 'who is ffidto havebeen an hermaphrodite, of in- 
vincible ftrength, of a moft cruel and intra&able temper ; 
and, above ail, a moft outrageous enemy of the gods. 

Who were in no fmall fear of him, till Bacchus, by a 
cunning contrivance, found means to deprive him of his 
manhood, ,and thereby rendered him fomewhat more 
tra£iable. From the blood be ihed on this occafion fprung 
up a pomgranatC'tree loaded with fruit in full perfection 
and .^maturity, which Nam daughter to king Sangarius 
being wonderfully taken with, gathered one ; and, as it 
was of a moft beautiful appearance, put it in her bofom. 

This coft her dear ; for foon after, proving with child, not- 
withholding all her proteftations of innoceifce, fee was 
. by her father ftiut up, and condemned to ftarve. But, 
being maintained alive with fruit conveyed to her by Cj- 
bele, {he was in due time delivered of a ion, who, being 
expoied by'his grandfather’s order, was privately taken 
up by one Pharbus, and jnurfed with goats milk ; whene'e 
he was called Attis, the word Aitagot ip the Phrygian 

s Aasorfivs contra genres, lib. viii. 

’ * , 

(T) P biloft tphanus is of opi- derives the name of the hill 
nion, that the hill Dindymew Dfadypm ; the more, becaufe 
was fo called, becauie it had the invention of cymbals is gc- 
petrir, two tops $ oerajly afcrited to the Pbry 
hat Strath fay sin exp^efs terms, giant, and in particular to this 
that#it has but one, Bocbart goddefs (52), whofe fcflivai 
{51) thinks, that a cymbal was was on that account fclem&ized 
in the Phrygian language called on mount 'Dindyma with great 
dindum , as it is in the Syrian noife of cymbals, drums, trum~ 

%inxum ; and from thence he pets, and other inftrume&ts. 

(51) Bocbart de qtutft. lttrutn Mnsatfup it uoyuam in kalis, (51) Dtodsr. 

Simli r lib. B, 

dialed 



dialed fignifying a goat. As he grew jj§„ be proved a 
moft, beautiful youth,, and was, on that mm: 'greatly 
favoured both by Cybele and Acdefiis tnay,*Wrii»,king 
of Phrygia CUm reading at Pegmut, was To tajeen with, 
him, that he defigned to beftow on him his only daughter, 
by name la, .The day appointed for the nuptials iking 
come, Midas, to prevent any difturbance ,-thtt fothpr 
fuitors might create, caufed §be gates of the city to be 
feut and well guarded. But no gates pr guards could 
keep out the great mother of the gods, who, being flung 
with jealouty, preferred herfelf at the gate of t the royal 
palace, with the walls of the city, and all their turrets 
on her head ; whence (he |was ever afterwards pictured 
with a crown of towers on her head. At the fame time 
came AcdeJHs, who, infpiring with an entbufiaftic frenzy 
all who alEfled at the fatal nuptials, changed the genial 
^banquet into a feene of horror and confufion. The un- 
happy bridegroom, in the height of his fury, emafculating 
himfelf under 4 pine-tree, foon after died of the wound ; 
the bride, laying violent hands on herfelf, accompanied 
her fpoufe to the (hades. Acdejlis and Cybele, drenched 
in tears, long bewailed the untimely and cruel death of 
their beloved Alt is, and Jupiter having, at their* joint 
intreaties, exempted his body from corruption, a magni- 
ficent temple was ercflsd to his memory in PeJJmus, ce- 
remonies inftituted, priefts appointed, &c. Thus far 
Arnobius. 

And from Eusebius ’’gives us a very different account of . Cybele 

the .Phry. and Attis , or Atys, copied, as. he informs us, from the 
gian my. antient Phrygian raytnologifts. According to thefe, the 
tbology. firft king of Phpgta, hy nam o Mean, was father to Cy- 
bele, who, bemgSTmitten with the charms of Attis, proved 
with child by Jun£; whereupon Meotu caufed Attis to be * 
put to death, atyduch Cybele, being unfpeakably grieved, . 
wandered long Jig and down Phrjgfa, feeking.m the 
Atountains. and.|feds fome allay to her gridf. Her for- 
row being in 'length of time fomewhat auuaged, (he ad- 
mitted Apollo ifteo an intimacy with her, and with him 
wandered to the hyperboreans. By hip order the body, of 
Attis was interred, and Cybele mots her death ranked 
imong the gods. From thefe two accounts of Cybele , 
which come -both Trom very good bands, we may con* 

Euseb. prsepar. evang. 1. u. hr.'' 
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elude, that the Phrygians had different genealogies for, 
and traditions of, this their chief deity (U). # 

1 This goddefe was pi& tired fitting in a chaffot drawn }j, U(} 
by feur lions, crowned with towers, holding a key in her Vi raL 
harid, and attited with a garment feeded with ilowers of 
different colours. The mythologifts by Cyhele mean the 
earth,* tafting her crown of towers to be an emblem of 
the towns and cities built tiiereon ; the key (he holds in 
her hand intimates that the earth, which, during the win- 
ter; is in a certain manner locked up, begins to open in 
the fpring, and the feeds to (hoot up » her garment, y$ri« 
egrif/d with flowers Of divers colours, is a fyrnboi of tha 
earth beautifully enamelled with all kinds of flowers; the 
lions that draw her chai iot denote her empire over all 
forts of animals, which jthe both produces ami nouthhes ; 
finally, Saturn , that is, time, is fcigitcd to be herhufhand,, 
to fignify that the earth produces nothing but in time* 

Eufcbius 1 and Olliers' are of opinion, that <Cybele was a 
woman famous for remedies agairilt fuch ddiempers as 
young children are fubjetl to, and that on this fid 11 or 
knowlc^e are grounded all the flories that are related of 
her.* " 

* Diodor. Sicui.. 1 . i'i. Euseb. dc pnep. evang, 

(U) The Soman writers d if- the inhabitants of Befit nm called 
fer widely * from tfoof? we have the great mother cf the gods, 

’ quoted, and frequently among This happened in the year of 
thcmfelves. Cyhele, according Rome 550 (53). It is ro.be 
to them, was the daughter of obferved, that' the Romans inz&a 
Heaven and Earth, wife of S a- Cyke/e to be the fame with. 
turn, and the fapi? wit \ Ops % V efia, but ackhowleged twti 
Rhea Vefia, and the Bom dea. \goddeflfc "bearing the fame ap- 
She was ex poled immediately pollution, which their poets fre- 
after her birth on mount Cyber quentfy confound : Cybeie was 
lusy nurfed there firil by vyild that BefiHt they called the earth, 
br ails and after by the wife of and wife to Saturn .* flie was 
afliepherd, who found her by called V eft a, beeauft? fiat <vi * 
dia< ce, &c. The Romans , terra fii%, as Ovid lays, *vi 
having learnt fiom the books fimdo Vffia vosatur. . The 
of the fibyls, that they would other was daughter to Saturn^ 

11 evift* he able to drive t he Car* and the gqddcis of fire* or rather () 
flagmans out of Italy till the fire it&Jf; , according to,- th u 
! dr an mother was brought to verfe .of-jthe lame- poet, Kei , 

Rome, iri.t thereupon cm Iraila- in nlivd Vcfla q:am •yrvam in- 
dais to king /Jttetfa*) who deli- it/lige fiamm^m, 
r^red to them u (tone, which 
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Her .Cybeie had her peculiar priefts, ceremonies and fa- 
pr lefts, ep-crificcs. Her priefts were called in the Phrygian language 
remonies, Cubeboi , for the reafdn we have alleged above* The 
and facri* Greeks and Latins named them Curetes , Corybantes , which 
f ices * is the Greek translation of the word Cubeboi , and Galli 

from the river Gal/us flowing through PeJJinus , where 
this goddefs had a magnificent temple. They tferd alfo 
ftiled Ideei daftyli $ but it is mo eafy matter to account 
for this appellation. Sophocles quoted by Strabo k informs 
us* that they were called Idcei, becaufe they inhabited 
mount Ida, and B'aftyll from the Greek word Daliylus , 
fignifying a finger, they being at firft ten* which is the 
number of a man’s fingers. Strabo indeed numbers five 
brothers 1 , vi&. Hercules , Paon , Epimides , Jaftas , and 
Idas , adding, that they had as many fitters. But in other 
writers we find only three mentioned, and quite different 
from thofe Strabo i'peaks of, vis&. Kelmis , Damnameneus , 
and Acmon . Apollonius m acknowieges but two, Fitia 
and Cyllenus . Some derive the name ot Corybantes from 
the word Cherub , fignifying in the Phoenician language 
valiant ; and add, that they were the guards of the firft 
icings of Phrygia n (W), 

The 

k Strab. lib. x. p. 473. 1 Ubi fupra. m Apollon. 

in Argonaut. 11 Fr. nor. in fcholiaft. Luciani. tom. ii. Pi- 
t 1 scus, lexicon anciquitat. Nat alts Comes, 1 . ix. myth, 
c. 


(W) Diodorus tells us (54), 
that Cybele was daughter to 
il ieon king of Phrygia ; that fhe 
married lafius a Samothracian, 
the brother of Dardanus , and 
had by him a fon called Cory - 
has ; that, after the death of 
ler huiband,lhe went with Dar- 
danus and Cory has into ^Phry- 
gia, and introduced into that 
country the myfteries of the 
mother of the gods, calling the 
goddefi after her own name Cy - 
bile, and her prieils Corybantes 
from her fpn Cory has . Thus 
Diodorus: but Dionyftus (55) 
informs us, that Dardanus in- 


ftituted the Samothracian my- 
fleries ; that his wife Chryfes 
learnt them in Arcadia ; and 
that Ideeus the fon of Darda * 
nrn inftituted afterwards the 
myfteriesof the mother of the 
gods in Phrygia . Herodotus 
brings the Curetes out of Phoe- 
nicia with Cadmus ; and Sir 
Jfaac Newton ($ 6 ) thinks, that, 
having followed Cadmus out of 
Phoenicia, fome of them fettled 
in Phrygia , where they were 
calledCorybantes; fome inCrete, 
where they were named Idcei 
dafiyli ; others in Rhodes, where 
they Were ftiled Telebines ; 


(54; Dhdor. p> 22 5. ($$) Dionyf. /. i. p, 3$, 42, 

cbionoiogy of antmt kingdoms^ &c, c. 2, p, 146, 


(56) The 

others 
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The Ceremonies performed by thefe priefts in honftnr 
of this goddefs Were, firft, At rated times they ufed to 
carry her ftatue about the ftreets, dancing and, ftipping 

others in Samothrace, where and myflical praftices, than for 
they^wefe known under the their arts ana fciences(6o). In 
name* of Cabin ; fome in Eu- Phrygia they attended the my* 
bora, where, as they were well fteries of Cybele ; in Crete, and 
flailed in arts and fciences, they the Terra Curetum , thofe of Ju* 
wrought in copper, in a city piter , who had hpen brought 
thence called Cbakis ; fome in up unde? their care and tuition 
Lemnos , where they aififted V ul~ in a cave of mount Ida, where 
can ; fome in Intbrus ; and a they danced about him in their 
very considerable number of armour with great noife, to 
them in JfZtolia , which was drown the cries of the infant, 
thence called the country oT the and conceal him from his father 
Curetes , till JEtolus the fon of Saturn, who fought his de* 
Endymion , pofleiCng himfelf of flrt&ion. Bochart (6 1) brings 
it, called ft JEtalia . Thefe them from Pale fine, and thinks 
Curetes , making themfelvesar- they had the name of Curetes 
xnour, ufed to dance in it at the from a people among the Phi - 
facrihces with great noife of liflines called Crctbim or Cc- 
pipes, and drums, and fwords, retbites. We mult not forget, 
which they flruck upon one an- that Cybele , or the Great Mo - 
other’s armour, keeping time, ther, was fometimes reprefented 
and forming fome kind of har- with a key, and fometimes 
mony. And this is reckoned with a drum, in her hand ; 
the origin of mufic in Greece which has made fome think, 
both by Solinus and ljidorus that (he was the fame Syrian 

(57) . Clemens Alexandrinus goddefs Aft arte, whole chariot 

(58) aferibes to the Curetes the was alfo drawn by lions, Lu~ 
invention pf mufical rhymes, dan tells us ^62), that (he was 
and of the letters called Ephe* the Cretan Rhea , that is, ac* 
Jian. And Sir Ifaac Newton is cording to fome, Europa the 
of opinion {59), that when the filler of JBadmus ; and thus the 
Phoenician letters were by Cad* Phxnicians firfl introduced, as 
war brought into Greece, they Sir Ifaac Newton obferves, 
were at the fame time intro* among f he Greeks and Pbry* 
disced into Phrygia and Crete gians the praftice of deifying 
by the Curetes, who called them their dead ; for we meet with 
Epbefian from the city of Ephe- no inflan ce of any fuch prac* 
fuspathece they werefirft taught, tice before the departure of 
Thefe Curetes were no lefs Cadmus and Europa from Si* 
efteemed' for their Ikiil and don. 

knowlegcjm religious matters, 

• (57) Soltn. Polybifi . c. xu Jfidor. orig. /. xi. c. 6. ($S) Clem firm. 

L i* (<;$>) Vbifupra . (60) Strab , l X. f* 472, 473. ZW*r. 

/« v, r.4* (6 j ) Boii. in Canaan, /. i. f. 15. (6 1) Lucian de fahatione. 
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round it ; rad, after having with violent gefticulations 
worked .themielves up to the height of frenfy, they began 
to cut and ikfh their bodies with knives and lancets, ap- 
pearing feized with a divine fury. This ceremony Wa s 
performed in commemoration of the grief wherewith 
Cybele was tranfported at the de^ith of her beloved Attis : 
2dly, A pine-tree was yearly trapped up in wool* ‘and 
with great folemnity carried by the priefts into the temple 
of the goddefs, in commemoration of her wrapping up 
after the faille manner the dead body of Attis ^ and carry- 
ing it to her cave ;"<m thefe occafions the priefts were 
crowned with violets, which were fuppofed to have fprung 
fromtfhe blood of Attis 9 when he had laid violent hands 
on himfelf. 'IT.e victims immolated in honour of the 
Phrygian goddfffs were a bull or a,fhe-goat, whence the 
faciifice was called Taurobolium or Crioboliurtu At Rome 
a fow was yearly facrificed, to her, and the ceremony per- 
formed by a prieft and prieftefs fent for out of Phrygia on 
Per eu* that occafion. Her priefts (thofe at leaft who were 
muh known under the name of Galli ) were all eunuchs this 

friejls. the great goddefs required of them in memory of Attis ; 

the wateis of the river Gaiks , when plentifully drank, 
were believed to infpirc them with fuch a frantic enthu- 
fiafm, as to perform the operation on themfelves without 
the leaft ielu£tancy. They were not allowed to drink 
wine, bocaufe ////;;, overcome with that liquor, difclofed 
his amours with Acdejtis , which he had ever before con- 
cealed with the utmoft care. They abftained from bread, 
in commemoration of the longfaft which Cybele kept after 
the death of the fame Attis . They held oaths to be un- 
lawful on all occafions; which tenet, fome tell u's, was 
common to all the Phrygians. The priefts were placed 
after their death on a ftonc ten cubits high Though the 
Romans profiled a great veneration for Cybele , yet we 
find, that they looked upon her priefts as the very refufe 
of mankind $ of which we have a lignai inftance in Vale- 
rius Maximus p , who cells us that one Genucius , a G alius 
or eunuch of Cybele , having by a decree of the prastor 
been admitted to the pofteflion of an eftate that had been 
bequeathed him, Mamcrcus Mmilius Lepidus , at that time 
coilful, being* appealed to, reverfed the decree of the prae- 
tor, adding thereto, that an eunuch, as being neither 
man nor woman, could not enjoy any privileges of that 

0 Arnob. lib. v, Hieronym. epift. ad Laitam. p Val. 
Max. 1. vii. c. 7. Natalis Combs, lib. ix. myth. Pitiscvs, 
lexicon, antiquit. &c. 
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njyture. This judgment Valerius Maximus extols, as a 
decree worthy of Mamercus , worthy of one that* was at 
the head of the fen ate, fince it put a flop to the appear- 
. ing of eunuchs in the courts of judicature, and defiling 
the tribunals with their unhallowed prefence, under pre- 
tense mf fuing for jufticc. 

Besides Cybcle , who was the peculiar deity of Phrygia, Other deP 
the Phrygians had divers other idols ; namely Bacchus , tics of the 
whom they filled Sabazios , and his priefts and temples Phrygians 
Saboj\ whence Bochart derives the Ifybrcw w&rd Sabbath, 
as that of Lcvite from Lyfius anfrEvins<l* Apollodorus Bacchus, 
acquaints us that, while Bacchus was travelling through 
Phrygia, he was purified by Cybcle, inilru&ed in her my- 
Aeries, and prefented by her with a ftolc, which was the 
firft he ever ufed (X). # Adagyus , whom Bochart s takes Ad.igyus. 
to be Hermaphrodites, the fon of Venus and Mercury, 
there being, at Jcafi to his car, *a great fimilifudc of found 
between# Ado gym and Androgyntis. Some rank alfo the 
Cabiri or Cub ires among the Phrygian deifies, and add, Cabin, 
that they were fo called from Cabirus, an lull in Phrygia, 
or., as Stefimbrotus terms it, in Jierccynthia r . But others, 
with more appearance of truth, derive their name from 
the Hebrew word Cabir , fignifying great or pointful u . 

Some confine the number of the Cubit i to two, viz. Jti~ 
piter and Bacchus*, but Mnajeas enumerates four, C res, 

Profcrpine , Pluto , and Mercury , whom he difguifts under 
the uncouth appellations of Axioros, Axiokcrfa , Axiokstfis , 
and Kafmilos ; to thefe Disn\jiodortt$%M$ a fourth, whom 
he ftiles Cafmilus , called by others Camillas , and the- 
fame with Mercury, but he is univcrfally looked upon 
a/, one of an inferior rank, and no- ways on the level with 
the Cabiri , termed the ?nojl high , the mofi f powerful v . 

But thefe we (hall have occafion to mentis, when we 
coinc to fpeak of the Samcthracian ‘deities. 

\V h like wrfe read of fome dances and fongs ufed by Dances 
the Phrygians in folemnizing the feftivais'of their go Jongs 

• a uf* r ( t , ice 

Viue Eoch, ubi fupra. r Apollodcr. lib. iii. 8 PocH.p iir ^ 
ubi fupra. c Idem ibid u ^dem ibid. w idem ibid. 

# (X) Stephens [(> 3) writes, whofc child Ihc mirfcd, anfwcr- 
that, when Bacchus was born, ed, that it was the child of 
Jupiter com mil tea the caie of Mars*, whence Bacchus , in the 
him to one of Cxbe/di $ fe- C/z//rtv dialed, tal^d Jkfa> 
nuile attendants, by name Ma ; jd>i* or Mj. hires, that is, the 
who, being aiked by Jim, liars of jVa. 

(G'i) Vues Mu* 
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and fometimes on other occafions, which they called Uiy- 
erfes, from Lityerfes fon of Midas king of Phrygia . Be- 
fychiuf mentions certain Phrygian dances, called by him 
bricifmata , without doubt from the word Bryges, the 
antient name of the Phrygians *. Some fpcalt of a dance 
called ftcinnist invented, fay they, by a Phrygian nymph, 
and ufed by the Phrygians in honour of Sabatiusf whom 
they add to the number of the other Phrygian gods r. 
But it is now time to" proceed to the hiftory of the Phry- 
gian kings. 


SECT. IV. 

Tie reigns of the kings of Phrygia.' 

T HE fucceffions and reigns of the kings of Phrygia 
are overcaft with fuch an impenetrable mift, and in- 
terrupted with fo many chafms, that it is no eaty matter 
to give* any tolerable account of them. However, we 
fhalT here produce what occurs in hiftory relating thereto^ 
and appears moft worthy of credit ; though we cannot 
fix, with any degree of certainty, the date of their reigns 
and a&ions. 

Nannacus The firft king of Phrygia we find mentioned in hiftory 
is Nannacus , Annaeus f or Cannacas j for he bore all theft 
appellations. Suidas * fays, that he reigned before the 
flood of Deucalion ; and that, from thence, things ex- 
ceeding antient werWproverbially /aid to be from the time 
of Nannacus. He lived to a very great age ; for it is 
recorded of him, that, •when he was above three hundred 

J ears old, he fent to inquire of all fuch oracles, as were 
i any repute, how long he ihould live. The oracles 
unanimoufly anfwered, that at his death all things were 
to perifli ; whereupon, repairing with his fubje&s to the 
temples of the gods, he ftrove there with many fighs and 
tears to appeafe their wrath, and avert the impending 
calamities ; and thentfe to weep like Nannacus , became 
a trite expreflion to fignify an extraordinary grief or for* 
row b. Not long after Nannacus died, and the flood qf 
Deucalion enfued, which was attended with the deftru- 
ftionof mankind. 

Midas. Midas appears next, of whom all we can fry is, 
that he refided at Pejfmus , and defigned to difpofe of his 

* Bochar, ubi fupra. r Idem ibid. * Verbo At yam. 
* Suid. ubi fupra, b Erasm, chiliad. 

daughter, 
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daughter, by name /*, ift marriage to .#/« Of ififjw,, a* 
we&ave already mentioned. Tbit perhaps » the Midas* 
who built, as Diodorus Siculus informs us a magnificent 
temple at PeJJmus, and appointed yearly Sacrifices to he 
* performed there in honour of the great mother of the 
gods. Hjginus feems to make him the fon of Cybtle *. 

TfcE*next king we read of is Manis, a prince, as PIu* Manii, 
torch » informs us, of fuch prowefs and virtue, that the 
word Manic , derived from his name, became fynonyraous 
with Great , whence Manic atchievements were among 
the Phrygians the fame as great, glorjctus, heroic atchieve- 
ments b. 

After thefe reigned Gordius, who was railed from Gordius, ’ 
the plough to the throne. His rife is related thus c : 

While he was one day ploughing, an eagle fettled on the 
yoke, and continued there ail day. Gordius , terrified at 
this prodigy, went to confult the foothfayers of Telmijffus , 
a dty in Lydia , about fo extraordinary art event ; for 
the art df divining was, in a manner, hereditary to all 
the Tclmijians. At his entering the city he met with a 
moft beautiful young woman, who, upon his inquiring 
after the foothfayers, and acquainting her with the mo- 
tives of his journey, informed him, as fhe was hcrfclf 
(killed in the art, that nothing kb than a kingdom was 
prefaged bv that omen ; and therewithal offered herfelf 
ready to mare with him, in wedlock, the hopes with 
which ihe had infpired him. This offer feeraed to him 
the grCateft happinefs that could attend a crown : he there- 
fore readily complied wuh her requeft, gratifying at the 
fame time his own inclination. Not long after a (edition 
breaking out among the Phrygians , the oracles, which they 
confulted on that occafton, were all unanimous in advifmg 
them to commit the government to a king, 'if they de- 
fired to put a ftop to the growing evils. Upon this, the 
Phrygians having font again to confult about the perfou 
whom they fhould wife to that dignity, their embafladois 
were injoined to acquaint them, that the firff man, who, 
after their return fhould viftt in a cart the temple of Ju~ 
titer , was by the gods defigned for their king. The cm- 
bafiadors had fcarce delivered the anfwer of the oracle, 
when Gordius appeared riding in his cart, and was mmc*’ 
diately, with loud fhouts of joy, proclaimed king of 

r Diodor. Sieve. 1 . iii. c. 5. 1 HvotN. fab. $£t, & 

874. • * Plutarch, de Ifid. So Ofirid. b Erasm. adag. 
chiliad, i. cent. iii. 77. * Strab. 1 . xii. Tustin. 1 . xi. 

Curt. 1 . iii. Arrian. 1, ii. an. vit. H. 1 i. c. 1. 

G g 4 Phrygian 



45 6 the tiijicf'y'vf the Phrygians. 6-& 

Pfa'yria. Gorcfiut, acknowleging the croton from Jufh 
tei , in memory of fo hgnal a favour, confecrated itt ht 9 
temple the Cart to regal wajefty^ which n >t by the Phry* 
plan fonl}, but oilier nations, wa? adored as a gotfdcfSr* 
To the beam of the cart he fattened a knot Woven with 
fuch art, and fo perplexed, that the monarchy of t>we 
Woild was prom i fed by the oracles to him Who mould 
untie it, which Alexander the Great having attempted irt 
vain, cut it at laft with his fwoid, and thereby either ful- 
filled or elided the orach . We know nothing more of 
Gordius i but that *he built the city of Gordtum , which 
w s his lefidence, and that of all the princes of the Gor* 
dlan family. Plutarch writes \hat his fon Midas was 
boi n of the goddefs worfhiped by the Roinans tinder the 
name of Bona Dea ; but, whether fhe was wife to Gor* 
dins, is much queftioned by the niythologifts (Y). 

Midas k GoftDiys Was fucceeded by his fon Midas, of whom 
it was recorded, that, when he was a child, a fwatm of 
ants was obferved very hufy one day, while he was afieep, 
in conveying their ftorcs of wheat into his mouth j /where- 

* pLUTAR.cn. in vita Csefark 

(Y) Midas y the fon of Gor* pf the Brygians in Macedonia J 
dr us 9 according to JE/ian and and adds, that, being driven 
Arrian (64), was the full king from his own territories, he re* 
of the Gordian family that tired into Ajia Minor , where 
reigned iti Phrygia . They tell the Brygians , with a fmall sd- 
Us, that the Phrygians , having letation, weie termed Pbrygi* 
inquired of the oracle by what ans. According to this writer 
means they could put an end then, the Phrygians, under tha 
to their intdline broils, re- conduit of Midas, migrated 
ceived for aqfwer, that acait out of Europe into Ajia\ and 
would bring them a king, who of courfe there were no Pkt y- 
fhouJd reftore their country to giant in Ajia before Midas ; 
its former tranquillity ; and how then could his father 6V- 
thar, while they were mufmg dim reign in Phrygia, and be 
on this anfwcr, Midas Srame 1 ailed to the throne from fa 
tiding in his cart into the mean a condition, as Jujlin 
throng, who was immediately himfdf relates ? As to the 
acknowleged king. But moll Gordian knot, form? authdta 
writers begin, as we have done, tty, that it was the bark of a ’ 
the reign of the Gordtan Li- cornel tree, and that n failened 
ftnly with Gor dms hunfeff, the yoke of the cart to the 
jujhn makes Midas king beam* 

(61} JP U /. i* t* 1. An Ian. /. iih ft jn , f, r* 

upon 
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upon the oracles bang confultcd, returned anfwer* that 
immenfe riches were prefixed by that omen. The pre- 
diction was completely fulfilled ; for he is accounted by 
all the antients as one of the richeft princes that ever 
reigned e . Strabo f fays, that he drew vaft treafures from ' 
.mines of metal, difeovered perhaps in his reign, on mount 
Pennies* He is greatly commended by fouae writers for 
the comelinels of his perfon, by others for the religious 
bent ol his mind* He is faid to have been inftrtified by 
Orpheus in the rnyfleiies of religion, and to have filled 
Phrygia with new deities, temples k •priefts, tcremonies, 
anti iacrifices R . He intioduced the cuftom of mourning 
over the dead with doleful fong* or dirges ; and, by an- 
nually renewing his lamentations over his deeeafed mo- 
ther, brought the Phrygians by degicei to worfhip her as 
a goddefs b. He built the town of Jncyra where an 
anchor of his contrivance was to be feen in the temple of 
‘Jupiter , when P/iuj aulas travelled tlnouj^h Gfecfe k . He 
is laid to # have reigned not over Phiygia only, but alfo 
Dai dania l . Cleobulus Lyndius> one of the ieven fages 
of Gr* fee, honoured his monument with an epitaph m , 
which is falfly aferibed by fome to Homer n. His wife, 
by name Hnmodka , is celebrated by Her a elides 0 in re- 
gard ot her beauty and wifdom, and faid to have been 
the firft that taught the inhabitants of Cyme to 'Coin money. 
Bv her Mtdas had three fons, Gordius , Ancharas , and 
Otretis ; his fouith fon Lityerfes w*s a baltard (Z). 


Aft eh 


* Cic. 1, i. de divjn. Val. Max. 1. i. c. 6. Jt man. vit. II. 
1, xii. c. 15. Strab. 1. xiv. p. 680. g Adrian. I ii. 
Justin. 1. xi. h Suidas * Nonnus, In orat. 

xxx. Cftto. Naz. Pau&an in Atdcis. Svioas a I Jzu 
k Pausan. ubi fupra. 1 L, S£Rvius,in Aoeid. ii. * n Pj.aio 
in Phaxho. Lacr. inClcob. n Plv 1 arc h. in vita, 6 c an- 
tiiologium PcANums. c Ucracl^^ •> in pO'Jtiis. 


(Z.) Nothing has rendered 
th<? name of ]\J:das more fa- 
mous than the ineik proveib 
M.iVc 0 i that is Midas 
effts ears; but Yvint gave 
nia to tlivit laying, is \ano lly 
reported. The poets tell us, 
th .t, in a tr a! of fliill between 
Pun and J 2 ollo, both famous 


muficiw, and rivals in that 
art, Mi ib r fenteuce in fa- 

vour of the former, tvheieufon 
Apollo clapped a pair of id&a 
<ur» on In > iund : tl.t. badge of 
igucn’Me ho artfully conceals 1 
a long tune under his d»ad< m ; 
but a: bit it was unfbrtunaidv 
difeovered by his bai bci , a d 

lllUaC 
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Aftjer Midas reigned his eldeft foa Gsrdiui $ but a U 
wt an fey of him % that he ftirmunded the town of 
Gprdwm with a wall p . His brother Ancbarus is celebrated 
for the love he bore bis country* having even focrificcd 
his fife for the public welfare. The && is related thus 9 : 
Poring the reign of his father Midas , the earth opened 
to a prodigious depth, and fwallowed up great p«rt p( 
the city Celarns ; whereupon Midas „ having recourfe to 
his oracles, underftood that the opening would not clofe, 

v Stephanus, p qq,* ? Plutarch, in parall. Sro- 
3-* vs, ferm. vii. p 

made public. Others fay, that his fubje&s daring to enter info 
Midas, having offered an affront any plot or conspiracy againft 
to Bacchus, was by the incenfed him* His knowing by this 
deity metamorphofed into an means whatever his fubjefis 
afs. Conan in his firft narracjpn fpoke of him occasioned the 
tells us (66 ),* that Midas, hav- faying, that Midas bad bag 
ing found a treafure, became ears ; and as affes are faid to 
very rich; that, being .in- be endowed with the fenfe of 
firufted by Off hem on mouht hearing to a degree of per* 
P term, he got hjmfclf by va- feaion above all other animals, 
rious artifices proclaimed king he was alio faid to have aifiss 
of the Brygians ; that in his ears ; but, in procefs of time, 
reign Silenus appeared on mount what was taken in a metapho* 
Prime ; that whatever Midas rical fcafe began to run current 
touched was immediately turn- in the world for truth* Taliy 
fed into gold ; and that, making (67) relates, that S items, being 
ufc of this prodigy, heperfuad- taken prifoner by Midas , in- 
ed his fubjefts to remove out of ftead of paying gold for his 
Europe into that country which ranfom, taught the king, that 
lies on the Hellefpont $ that he the greateft happinefs was, not 
fouled in Myfia, and there to be born ; and, next to that, 
changed the name of his tub- to 'diefoon. To other fables 
je&s, calling them no more the poets add, that, for enter* 
Brygians, but Phrygians, He taming j Bacchus, he was re- 
ad ids, that Midas had a great warded by the gods with the 
many fpies difperfed eg and virtue of changing into gold 
down the country, hy whofe whatever he touched; which is 
information he knew whatever interpreted by fomc as if he 
his fobje&s did or faid ; whence had been extremely covet© is, 
he reigned in peace and tran- Hudyiog by all means and me- 
quillity to a great age, none of thods to fill his coffers 

(66) Conon a pud Phot. htbUotb . (67) *Tufcut. yuaft. /. j\ (68 V Jk&r- 

9 t\mt tynui, Jertn, in. Joan. Tzetsaes -btfior, 11. Ifaaews Tstietpes in 
dram LycopbrmtiSf p, 377, Fu/gentttn, l, ii* Nat ah t Comes mythoL A la, 

i$, Oreg , Sabitm in lib, xi, met amor pk* 

til 
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till the moftvaluable thing in huipn life wet# throwp 
iAto it. This aftfwer W*s no (bond 1 imparted to the. in-" 
habitants, but all the gold, filler, jeyjels, and whatever 
elfe of any value came to their hands, -Was gladly fieri* J 
ficed to the common fafety. But all to no effra j ft* the 
gtpy continuing open, threatened both the city and citizens 
With; preTent deftru&ion $ when Anchor us % confidering 
with himfeif, that nothing ip the world was of fuch value 
as an human foul, embraced his father, took leave of his 
wife Tima then, and, mounting on horfeback, rid full 
fpeed into the opening, which immediately clfifed. His 
example was long after followed in a parallel cafe by Cur- 
tius the Roman . 

Otreus is (Bled by Homer q king of all Phrjgia, Otreus. 
and faid to have been contemporary with Anchifes-, whence 
we may conclude, that he fucceeded his jjroth os Gordius. 

IjITVerses reigned at Celanf, and is defcribed as aUtyeries. 
ruftic, unfociable, and inhuman tyrant. Sqfithtus the 
tragedian paints him as one of apmfatiable .and canine 
appetite, having in one day, as this poet writes, emptied 
three large baskets of bread, and drank out twelve gallons 
of yrine. He took great pleafure in agriculture, and ufed 
often to labour in the fields like a common faufbandman. 

But, as ads of cruelty were what be chiefly delighted in, 
he ufed to oblige fuch as happened to pafs by while he 
was reaping, to jojn wkjh him ip the W°rk } and Bren, 

' cutting off their heads for their pains,! bind up their bodies 
in the fheayes. For theft apd fuch-like cruelties he was 
put to death by Hercules , and his bpdy thrown into the 
fAapnder*. However, his memory was cbfsrifhed by 
the reapers of Phrygiq (for reaping was' faypurim CBt- 
ployment) ; and an hymn, from him. called Lityerfos, 
fung in harveft-time in honour of their fellowdahourer % 

Midas H. was king of all Phrygia. ■, hut whpfe fcn he Midas II. 
was, or whom he fucceeded, is what we find no- where 
recorded. He was an ufurper, and feized on the crown 
in the following manner ; One night; under pretence of 
offering a folemn facrifice to the gods, he marched out 
of the town of Gordium , attended with a numerous hand 
of Phrygians, playing on all forts ofmuftcal inttniment* ; 
but at the fame time, as they were privy to their matter’* 
defign, with fwords and daggers Concealed under their ' 1 

' flows*, fi hymnis. r Athbkjeus, i. x. c. i, Svidas 
A irvtptrsf. Pou-ux.l. iv. * Theocritus Mill. x. U*asm. 
gdag, chiliad, iii. cent. iv. ad .75, 
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garments. The citizens, led by their curiofity, and not 
fufpe&ing any treachery, v followed them tut of the, town, 
when the confpiflators, all on a fudden throwing away 
their mufical inftruments, fell upon the multitude fword 
in hand, kized the city, ai^l in that terror and confufion, 
nobody daring to oppofe them, proclaimed Midas Jting of 
Phrygia c . 

Gordius Midas II. was fucceeded by Gordius III. perhaps his 
III- fon. He is mentioned by Herodotus « as father to Adidas, 
and that is all we can fay of him. Herodotus does not 
ftile him King 5 bGfr, as his fon reigned, it is not unlikely 
that he held the crown before him. 

MidasIIJ. Midas III. fon of Gordius , was the fiift among foreign 
princes that fent donations to the oracle at Delphi $ he 
prefented that deity with the royal feat or tribunal, from 
whence he ufed to adminifter juftice. Herodotus , ill 

whofe time it was ftill to be feen, Commends it as a piece 
of moft exquifite workmanfhip w : at that time it flood 
by the golden cups, with which Gyges king of Lydia had 
prefented the fame oracle ; for, after Midas , Gyges was 
the fiift of the Barbarians, as Herodotus informs us, T who 
fent picfents to Delphi *. Perhaps this Midas was fuc- 
ceeded by another Gordius ; for we find, that the kings of 
Phrygia took alternately the names of Gordius and 
Midas . 

Midas IV. Midas IV. lived in moft calamitous times, when the 
Cimmerians , being driven out of Europe by the Scythians , 
Year of invaded Afia Minor, pofleffed themfelves of Sardis , and 
the flood mac j e a m oft dreadful havock of the Lydians , Paphlago - 
*7*3- and Phrygians • Midas, not finding himfelf in a 

UehChnit condition to oppofe fo powerful an enemy, and forefeeing 
-3S* the many evils that were inevitably to fall upon him, 
thought beft to prevent them, by putting an end to his 
unhappy days, which he did accordingly, drinking off a 
laige cup of bulPs blood r. And this is the firft time that 
we find this fort of death mentioned in hiftory \ his ex- 
Pfammitr* ample was followed 1 long after by Pfammenitus king of 
chus. Egypt , and Thmi/focles the Athenian . Plutarch % fays, 

that Midas thus ended his life, being driven to defj>air 
by frightful dreams and apparitions 5 but thefe, in all 
likelihood, were occafiofced from the terror and confter- 
nation he was in at the approach of fo dreadful and mer- 

r Pol Y*HU8, lib. vii. 11 IIerodot, lib. i. c. 14. St 1 . 
viii. c. 13! * IIerodot. 1 . i. c. 14. x Herodqt. ib. 

y Sirab 1 i. Eusi athius in Od)il. a. * Pirn arch, in 
<<, fkurumo, 

cikfe 
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cilefs an enemy. Midas had two foils, Adrafius* and, 
another, whofe name is not mentioned in hiftory. Adya~ 

Jlus, having unfortunately killed his brother in his father’* 
lifetime, and being thereupon banifbed Phrygia, repaired 
to the court ot Crcef us king of Lydia , who not only pu- 
rified him, according to the duftom ofthofe days, from 
the, blobd # he had innocently (hed, but earneftly preffed 
him to remain at his court, alluring him he Ihould want 
for nothing that Qrcefus could give him. Adrajius com- 
plied with his requeft, and, being intrufted with the edu- 
cation of the king’s favourite fon, by jftme Atys, he un- 
fortunately killed* him too at a chace 5 which fo grieved 
him, that he laid violent hands onhimfelf, though Craefus 
had generoully forgiven him z . In him ended the royal 
family of Phrygia , which became a province of the Ly- 
dian monarchy, and continued in that ftate till Crcefus 
was conquered, and all Lydid reduced by Cyrus , as wc 
ftiall relate in the hiftory of Lydia. 

SECT. V. 

the hiftory ^ Phrygia Minor.' 

H E traft we commonly call Phrygia Minor was an- j Same. 
tiently filled Troas, Teucria , and Dardania> from 
kings that reigned in that country. It was alfo named 
Idaa from mount Ida, and Phrygia from the Phrygians y 
who were matters of great part of it, fome fay before, 
others after the deftruiStion of Troy 5 the epithet of Minor 
was added, to diftinguilh it fre.m the other Phrygia , wherfc 
Midas reigned, as Eujlathim expreffes himfelf*. In the 
reign of king Priam the name of Troas generally pre- 
vailed. 

This country was divided into twoparts, the maritime jywifon* 
called Hellefpontiaca , and the mediterranean termed Epi- 
ftetus. The former borrowed its name from the Hellef- 
pent* and extended along the coaft “from the town of 
Percote , to the promontory Leftum or Left on, oppofite 
to the north-lide of the iflatid of Lejbou This part waa 
property called Troas or Troia, though the Trojan king- 
dom extended from the river Afipus to the banks of the 
Caicusb, including notonly Troas, but alfo the Greater 
LeJJer Myfw. Epiftetus , or the inland p.irt of Phrygia 

* * Hbrodot. ubi fupra, c. 35, 41, 43*45. * Eustath. in 
Dionvs, ver.810. b Strab. h xiii, p. 582. 

Minor* 
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Minor 9 extended to the neighbourhood of mount Oiym* 
pus in the Greater Myfia. This part at firft belonged to 
PruSas king of Bithynia, w!k> yielded it, by agreement, 
to Eumenes king of Per gamut, j whence it was called Epi- 
£ietus 9 that is, acquired. However, thefe appellations 
are frequently confounded, and both attributed to all 
Phrygia Minor (A). * , r ’ * 

Phrygia Mimr 9 as prccifely as we can gather, lay 
between the fortieth and forty-fecond degrees of north lati- 
tude, and was but of a very fmall extent # in longitude, 
which we*(hall not pretend determine, there being a 
great difagreement among authors, as to the boundaries of 
the inland provinces. In general we may fay, that Phry- 
gia Minor , as comprehending both the Hellefpontiaca and 
Epiftctus, was bounded by the Propontis on the north, 
by the /Egean fea on the iouth, %y Myfia Minor on the 
eaft, and the Hellefpont on she weft. 

Cities of On the coaft were thd cities of Percote , Abydus , Arijba, 
Phrygia Dardanum, Rhetum, Sigeum , Troy , or Ilium 9 Larifa, 
Minor. Colon a, Alexandria, Troas 9 &c. Percote is often men- 
tioned by Strabo, Pliny, Arrian, and Homer , who fpeaks 
of one Merops, and his two fons, as being of *thi$ 
city e . Abyd'os was built by the Milejians on the Hellef- 
pont , and became famous for fhe poetical ftory of Hero 
and Lednder . Here it was that Xerxes began his bridge 
fo much talked of, pver which, in feven days and feven 
nights, he marched, according tp Herodotus , feventeen 
hundred thoufand foot, and fourfeore thoufand horfe, ex- 
clufive of the camels and carriages. Here all Alexander's 
cavalry, and moft of his infantry, landed under the com- 
mand of ParmentOy on their paffing out of Europe into 
Afta . The geographers are generally of opinion, that the 
caftles of the Dardanelles were built on the ruins 0 f Se/los 
and Abydos * but they are manifcftly miftaken, for the 

c Homer. Iliad. X. ver. 229. 


(A) Strabo fomefimes^diftm- 
guilhes Tracts Hellefpontiaca 
from E pi Set us, and .feme times 
confounds them ; nay, he often 
makes EpiBetus part of Phry- 
gia Major (69)/ wherein he 
agrees with Ptolemy. Eufia - 
thins diftinguifties three Phry- 


gian, viz. the Greater, where 
Midas reigned, extending as far 
as Pifidia 5 the teffer, lying 
oh the Hellefpont, and from 
thence reaching to mount Olym- 
pus ; the third he calls EpiBe- 
tus, and places it near Dory* 
l*um. 


C&fl StraM .& p * 374. 388. 393. 


caftles 
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caftles ate dke&\f oppofite to each other* whereas Se/fps 
was a great way nearer the Propontis than Abydos \ and 
Strabo d reckons 3750 paces from the port of Abyabs to 
that of Seflou Beudes, there are no remains of antiquity 
to be feen near the caftles, but very remarkable ones three 
miles farther, where the chanel is confiderably narrow- 
er « (B)f Arifba , the place appointed for ttyp general 

rendezvous 


* Strab. 1 . xiii. p. 460* e Tournefort voyage au 

Levant. Spon voyage d’ Italic* Dalmatj^ fcc. • 


(B) The Helle/pont ; every 
one knows* figoifes the fea of 
Helle ; for the antients tell us, 
that a daughter of Atkkmas 
king of Thebes , whole name 
was Helle, was drowned in that 
chanel, as flie was carrying the 
golden fleece to Colchis with 
her brother Pbryxus (70). The 
name of Dardanelles is proba- 
bly derived from Dardanum, an 
antient city not far from the 
caftles bearing that name. This 
ftreight was antiently called the 
Helle/pont , and the ftreight of 
Abydos ; but now it goes under 
the following names,/ he fir eight 
of Gallipoli, the chanel of the 
Dardanelles, the arm of St. 
George, from a famous church 
qf St. George in a village called 
Periftafis , not far from Galli- 
poli : it is known to the Turks 
the name of Boghas, or fir eight 
of the White fea. The mouth 
of the chanel is defended by 
two new caftles, which Maho- 
met TV. built in 1659, to fe- 
cure his fleet againft the infults 
oflthe Venetians » who ufed to 
attack it in fight of the old 
caftles. The waters, that pafs 


through this ftrait from out of 
the Propontis, flow with great 
rapidity ; when the north -wind 
blows, no fhip can enter ; but, 
when it is fouth, the current is 
fcarce perceptible. Tournefort 
(71) tells us, that the mouth of 
the Helle/pont is four miles and 
an half over ; but he Brun (72) 
fays, that it is only a mile and 
a quarter. Span (73) informs 
us, that where the old caftles 
ftand, the Helle/pont is near 
two miles broad ; and that the 
very name of Abydo or A*vido 
is unknown to the inhabitants 
of the place. But he Brun 
allures us (74), that the ftreight 
at the old caftles is only half a 
mile over, and that one of ^ 
them is ftill called Seflos, and 
the other Abydos or Avido ; he 
adds, that this fea, where 
broadelf, is but a mile and a 
quarter over, and half a mile 
where narroweft ; among the 
antierfts* Strabo (75) aJJows it 
about a mile in the narroweft 
place i Pliny (76) and Hero- 
dotus {77], |fevcn furlongs or 
ftadia ; and Bofylius $ only two 
(78). Of Abydos was Leander, 


( 70 ) Euflatb. in Dionyj. p. Sio. (71) Tournefort, ubi fupr a. (7*) Le 
Brun voyage au Levant. (73) Spon ) ubi f up, ( 7 d) Le ntun t ubi 

(up. ( 7 S Y Scrub. 1 . Xiii. p. 40$. ( 76; Plm. k viii, C, 32, (77) Aerojet. 

Jvilc.il (78 }JVfrfar. 

who 
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r<?Rc!e7/VOtis of Alexander's army, after he had pafled * the ‘ 
!llkfj>ont. Dardamm , built by king 5 Dardatous, near a 
promontory, bearing the fame name. This City was the 
itfidence of Dardanus , and his fuceeffor Eriehthonius. It 
communicated its name to the neighbouring country, and, 
in length of time, to all Troas . Some think, that tile' 
Dardanelles borrowed their name from this city 0 , ‘Here 
Aft (hr /dates 2nd Sylla concluded a peace. Some" fay, 
with what foundation we know not, that Dardanum was 
the patrimony of '/Eneas* Rh^cteum^ memorable for the 
tomb of Ajax., whtfflvas fatd to have been interred there f , 
Sigcum , feated on a promontory of the fame name, whence 
that fea is called the Sigcan fea e . On th ; s promontory 
was the tomb of Achilles , which Alexander honoured with ' 
a viftt, and in antient times a ftatup of the fame dchillcs h y 
with car-rings like the ftatue of a woman, which Tertul - 
Han * interprets as an argument of his effeminacy in point 
of drefs (C), 

Troy, 

f Strab, 1 , xiii. p. 409. £ ViRC, ^neid. ii. ver. 312. 

h Salmasius Plinianas exercitat. p. 6zo. 1 Tertu^. de pa^io. 

who ufed to fvvim from thence xes % viz. that he ordered three 
to Sejlos , to vifit Ids niiilrefs. hundred lafhes to be given to 
One night that the fea was very the fea, and a pair of fetters to 
rough, and he near being be thrown into it, for having 
drowned. Martial makes him broke down the firft bridge ho 
addreis thewaves thus; Partite, built here, is looked upon by 
dim proper 0 ^nergite, dum redeo. fome as quite fabulous. Gilles 
He is reprefen ted on the me* (80) thinks, that this piece of 
dais of Caracctlla and Alcxan- folly was firft laid to 0 his charge’ 
der Sewerus, as condu&cd by a by the Greek poets, amf that 
Cupid flying before him with a Herodotus took the thing tOo 
torch. The inhabitants, of this ferioufly ; the 300 lafties, fays 
city made a vigorous refi fiance this writer, intimate 300 an* 
againft Philip of Maccdon ; and, chors, that were thrown into 
when they were not able to the fea to fix the (hips that 
hold out any longer, cholera ther formed the bridge $ and by the 
todeftroy themfelves thanfubmit pair of fetters are meant the two. 
to the conqueror. Ah'dos was iron chains that fattened thenv 
taken by theTurks thro’ the trea- together at both ends, and;‘bm 
cheryofthegovemor’sdaughter each fide. ’ ■ * • 

in the year 1330. It will not be |C) Pliny ( 45 1 ) places net far 
amifs to obferveberc, that what from hence the toipb of Prote- 
Hcrodotus ( 79 ) relates of Xer~ ftlau /, with trees let round it of 

(79'! Ha/kJot. I, vii. c. 35. (80} D* EJp* Throe* L ii, c, ia. v (Si) Fti*. 

/, xvi. e . 44. 
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Thoy, or Ilium, a city of great feme, and made im- 
mortal by the inimitable poems of t Hmer and Virgil, was 
built by Tros king of that country* who called it'Trcy 
from his own name, and Ilium from that of his fon Urn. 

It Was ftated on a riling ground near mount Ida , and Troy, 
about five miles from the ftore. There were fcarce any 
retrains Of it to be feen in Strabo's time, and moft of the 
antienl^ as well as th e modern writers, confound the old 
and new lliutru All k Strabo fays of its fituation is, that 
the new Ilium or Troy was 30 furlongs nearer the ft ore 
than the old city. This new city was reduced to a village 
in the time of Alexander the Greats remarkable for nothing 
but a temple of Minerva, which that prince vifited after 
having defeated Darias on the banks of the Grankin, and 
enriched with offerings, bellowing ample privileges on the 
place, and honouring it with the title of city. He like- 
wife ordered the buildings to be repaired, and the whole 
•city to be embellifted, which was ‘performed by Lyfimachus 
one of his*generals, who furrounded it with a wall of 40 
furlongs in circumference. This new city was almoft 
reduced to the condition of the. former, and was more like 
a village than a city, when the Romans firft entered Afia. 

As they pretended to be the genuine offspring of the an- 
tient Trojans , no coft nor pains were fpared to rtftore it 
to its antient luftre, efpecially in the time of the Cafars . 
Cafar Auguftus fent thither a colony, embellifted the city 
1 with many .ftately buildings, and enriched it with moft am- 
ple privileges and exemptions. ' And of this Ilium are, 
without all doubt, the ruins which are to be fecn at pre- 
fent. Billows 1 tells us, that in his time the walls were yet 
Handing, with the ruinous monuments of their turrets ; 
and that he ipent four hours in comparing them* partly on 
horfeback, and partly on foot. He obferved round the 
walls a great many marble tombs of njoft exquifite work- 
m&nfoip, with their covers intire. Two of thefe were 

* Strab. l.xiii. p, 411. * Bbhonius, 1 . ii. c.6. 

• very extraordinary nature j up. and dying away 

for, when they are grown up has continued, fcy* our 
to fodi an height as to be dif- thor, ever , fince they Were 
covered from Troy, they begin firft planted ; that it, fince 
to wither, and foon after die ; the death of Protefilaus, who, 
then they ihoot up again, and in the Trojan expedition, was the * 
thrive till th$y ire grown up firft among the Grtth that let 
to their former height, when foot in Afia, and the firft* that 
they begin anew to decay and was (lain, 
wither ; and this vkiffitude of 
Vol. IV. H h ftiU 
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ft ill remaining yhen Mr. Spon m vifited thofe places, who 
informs us, that they were in the ftile of the antient Ro~ 
maftsy and not unlike thofe that are to be feen at dr Its j 
whence he concludes them to be the remains of that Trey 
which was rebuilt by the Romans, .Rellmius likewife ob- 
served the ruins of three great toweik, one on the top of 
an hill not far from the more, another about the middle, 
and the third at the bottom, with a great many large cit- 
terns to receive the rain-water. As to the fo much cele- 
bra ted rivers Xanthus and SimotSy he calls them liriall 
brooks, find adds* that in fummer-time they are quite dry. 
But Sandy s n thinks they are not fo contemptible as Bello- 
nius makes them, who perhaps ifliftook others for them. 
Spon 0 obferved on the fouth of the haven three columns 
lying among the briars, of which two were intire, and each 
of one fwgle‘ piece, being thirty feet long ; the third, which 
was broken in three places, was thirty-five feet in length, 
and four feet nine inches in diameter j they were all three 
Ruins to of granate. Le Brun p fpeaks of great remains of a moft 
be feen at noble ftrudure, which he vifited, at the diftance of about 
Troy. five miles from the coaft. The four gates of this great 
edifice, at that time ifctire, were about forty-five fegt in 
height, and near them flood a wall of an extraordinary 
thicknefa, with fourteen gates of a competent fize $ the 
veftiges of this magnificent ftrufifure took up an hundred 
and thirty feet in length, and an hundred in breadth. Our 
author thinks, that thefe ruins may vie with any monu- 
ments of antiquity he ever faw. The harbour of 7 roy, fo 
much fpoken of by the antiems, is now quite choked up 
with land ; however, there are ftill to be Sen fragments 
of columns, to which they faftoned their (hips and sallies ; 
and, as thefe Were placed round it, Spon thinks, that the 
port was about a mile and an half in circumference. As 
to antient Ilium, yre fhali have occafion to fpeak of it more 
at length in the reign Of king Priam, when it was taken 
and laid in alhes by the Greeks i after a ten years liege. 
Troas. Troas Alexandria was fituated between the promonto- 
ries of Leftum and Sigatum , and is named by Stephanas in 
the fecond place among the eighteen cities, which were fo 
called from Alexander, It is fometimes named Alexandria 
without the appellation of Troas, and fometimes Troas 
without that of Alexandria or Atexandrea ; which has made 
fome think, that Alexandria and Troas were two different 

™ Spon, ubifupra. 0 Sahdvs, 1. i. • Spon voyage 
d’ Italic, Daljnatic, See, p Lb Brun voyag. du Levant. # 
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cities. Its firft name was Antigenie , from its founder 
■Antigenus, which Was afterwards changed by Lyfimackui 
into that of Alexandria, in honour of Alexander 9 . This 
is fuppofod to be the place meant by the apoftle, Alls xx. 

6. it being at that time the metropolis of the province $ 
it lies now in ruins* and is called by the Turks E/hi- Siam - 
bout. Thefe are the chief cities on the coaft i the others 
are but of fmall account, and therefore we fhall dwell no 
longer on this fubjedt. 

Of the rivers that watered Trees or Phrygia Miner, we Rivers. 
fhall only mention the Scamander and JSimois, rivers, as 
Mela writes *» greater by fame than by future. The Sca- 
mander rifes from mount' Ida, and, having received within 
its banks, not far from Trey, the Simeis, difeharges itfelf 
into, the Mgtan fea, over-againft the ill and of Tentdos. 

It is faid by Herodotus to hive been drunk up by the army 
of Xerxes. Pliny • calls it a navigable river, and diftin- 
guiihes it from the Xanthus, though it is certain, that thefe 
are but two different appellations of one and the fame ri- 
vers. Its original name was Scamander j but it was after- 
wards called alfo Xanthus, becaufe it was believed to com- 
municate a yellowifh tin&ure to the fbeep that drank its 
•waters *, Homer tells us », that it was named Scamandtr 
by the gods, and Xanthus by men j where, according to 
his cuftom, he aferibes the moft antient appellation to the 
gods, and the more modern to men. This river was ho- 
tioused by Hefted with the title of Divine Scamander. It 
was a cuftom among the Phrygian brides to bathe them- 
felves before marriage in this: river, ufing on that occafion 
the following'woids. Receive, 0 Scamander, my virginity < f 
Which opportunity one Omen, an Athenian, taking hold 
of, under foe difguife of a ri,ver-god, defiowered Callirrhoe, 
a noble virgin, at that time betrothed, and thereby occa- 
fioned the abrogating of. that fuperftitious ceremony. 

Thb Simeis fprings . likewife out of mount Ida , falls Mount 
into the Scamander near Ilium, and difeharges itfelf into jj a , 
the dB gem fea, as we laid already. Whatever thefe rivers 
were in antient times, they are at prefont but fmall brooks, 
if foe accounts of our modern travellers, are to be depended 
upon* . • .'.i. 

Ida is foe only mountain of this, country that deforces 
notice. It is rather a ridge of hills, than a tingle one ; for 

->i * PuHitrs, L ,ti C. jo. Str AS. lib. xiii. p.408. r Pons- 
ton . M*la, l.’i. c. 18. ' Piinius, i. v. c. 30. * ,£uak, 

de animal. 1 . viii. c. at. XJbius Sequester de flurainibns. 
Maximus Train*, form. xii. ' 11 Iliad, xx. ver. 74. „ - 
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it extends from the city of Zetcia y near the borders of 
Myfta Minor , to the promontory Leflum* We are told 
by the poets, that Paris on this hill being chofen judge by 
the three contending goddeflcs, decided the controvert/ in 
favour of Venus y which, fay they, occafioned the dc- 
ftru&ion of Troy . 

Soil and T he foil of this country wasantiently reckoned among 

climate . the moft fertile that were then known. It was produ&ive 
of whatever was requifite for the pleafures of life, and yield- 
ed to no fpot that lay under the fame happy parallel ; nor at 
this day* are thef 9 wanting figns and fufficient indica- 
tions thereof, though it is now in part uncultivated and 
neglected. Our modern travellers deferibe the Jtjktic 
coaft of the Hellefpont as a moft beautiful and fertile tra£fc 
of land, the hills being covered with vineyards and olive- 
plantations, and the vales produ&ivc of all forts of 
grain w. 

Tenedos. Over-a gainst Troy lay Tenedos , about two leagues 

from the Chore, and formed the Trojan harbour. As all 
the fplendor and magnificence of this ifland flood and fell 
with Troy , it will not be improper to infert here a fuc- 
cinft account of it. All antient writers agree, that this 
Hland was firft called Leucophrys , and afterwards Tenedos ' 
Tennes from one Tenes or Tennes, who brought a colony thither 
gives from the continent. Tennes was fon to Gycmts king 
name to the 0 f Co lone in Troas, and is deferibed by Diodorus Siculus * 
ifland. as a man 0 f g reat probity and juftice, having been grtrady 
beloved by his fubje&s during his life, and adored by them 
after his death* The antient inhabitants of Tenedos gave 
the following account of him, which Diodorus Siculus looks 
upon as fabulous, but Suidas and Paufanias feera to cre- 
His ad - 'lit : Tennes , fay they, was fon of Cycnus and Procha y 
ventures, lifter to Caletor y who was killed by Ajax in attempting to 
burn the fhips of r Pratefilaus . Cycnus^ after the death of 
his wife Proclea , married Phihnwne 5 who, falling in love 
with her ftep-fon Tennes , and finding that fhe could by no 
means make him <cpmply with her inceftuous defires, com* 
plained of him to her hufband, as if he had offered violence 
to her* Stepbanus adds, that the evidence fhe produced in 
proof of her charge, yvas a player on the flute. Cycnw , giv- 
ing more credit to his wife than his fon, caufed him* to be 
fhut up in a cheft, and thrown into the fea, which tarried 
the cheft fafe to the ifland we are fpeaking of, where Ten- 
nes was received as fent by the gods, and with loud accla* 

2 Tovrnefort, ubi fupra, * Diodor* Sictte. 1. v. 
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mations proclaimed king. Some writers tell us, that his 
filler, by name Hmithea , not caring to outlive her bro- 
ther, was at her own requeft with him locked up in the 
cheft. Some time after Cycnus> being convinced of his 
ion’s innocence, failed to Tenedos to crave his pardon, and 
exprefs^tbj concern he was in for fo hafty and inhuman a 
refolution. But 7 i/*«<?r, inflead of receiving him, went to 
the harbour, where with an hatchet he cut the cable which 
fattened his father’s ihip to the Ihore. This hatchet was car- 
ried by Periclytus , a citizen of Tenedos to Delphos^nd there 
lodged in the temple of Apollo. The Venediam caufed two 
others to be made refenjbling this in fhape and fize, which 
they confecrated in the temple of their city. Thefe ad- 
ventures gave birth to two famous proverbs among the an- 
tients (D). 

SECT. 

(D) The one is Jupiter, and fome Amaxon , 

th&t is, the fenedian who might have founded a city 
player on the flute, a faying ufed in Tenedos. The ax on the re- 
by the antients to reproach a verfe was the inftrument ufed 
falfe evidence. The other Ts- by the inhabitants in the execu- 
l ih®* vriMKvc, that is, the tion of their criminals. Saidas 
Tenedian ax, an expreffion ufed tells us, that fames , after he 
to fignify a quick and an unal- was fettled on the throne of f e* 
terable refol ution (82). Ari - nedos, ordered an officer to Hand 
• flotle, cited by Stephanas, ex- behind the judge in all public 
plains this in a different man- trials, with an ax in his hand, 
ner. He lays, that a kinc of ready to ftrike off the head of 
Tenedos having enabled a Taw fuch as fhotild give falfe evi- 
forbidding adultery on pain of dence ; and hence 
death, the firft that tranigreffed c?r8p a\>ny«- 
this law was his own fon, who , that is, A man of Tene- 
Was therefore beheaded with an dos, an advocate of Tenedos, 
ax. Stephana t adds, that the were expreffions ufed to fignify 
heads of the two lovers back a man or a judge of great fe- 
to back were reprefented on verity (83). Nothing has ren- 
the paedals of the wand, and on dered tjik ifland more famous 
the reverfe the ax with which than due fiege of T roy. It was 
they were beheaded. It Is within fight of that powerful 
ceryun feveral medals of this city, $s Fir git obferves (84) : 
kind have been found in that he fuppofes, that the Greeks 
iiland. Some take thefe two concealed themfelves behind 
heads to be thofe of femes ztid thisifland, when they feigned 
his filler Hmithea, , others of to raife the fiege. After the 

(8a) Erafmi adag. chiliad, iv. cent. i. (%l) Suidas , Erafmus ubifup. 

tic . lib? ii. Epifl. ad 2^ fratrem . Taurnefirt ntoyag. an Lev, (%+) Virg, 

JBneid . /, ii. v. u, 
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The tiiftory of the Phrygians. 


B.I. 


SECT. VI. 

Of the antiquity) government, laws, religion, cu- 
Jloms , arts, learning , and trade, of <ho Tro- 
jans. 

T H E inhabitants "of Lejptr Phrygia , or Trojans , fo 
called from T\?oy % the metropolis of that country, were, 
without all doubt, a very antient people $ but, as to their 
original, there is a great disagreement among authors. 
Some make them Samothracians by defeent, others Greeks ; 
and tell us, that Teucer , according to them the firft king 

fall of Troy, the inhabitants feen at Tenedos , except thofe- 
were brought fo low, that they of the granaries, which JuJH- 
gave themfelves up to their mem caufed to be built as ^ re- 
neighbours, as Faufanias ob- pofitory for the corn that was 
ferves. T wedos was one of the brought from Alexandria to 
firfl conquefts of the Ferfiant Conftantinople, left it feould 
after the overthrow of the lo- mould on fhip-board, the veflels , 
nia?is at the ijfle of Lada (8c). being frequently wind-bound 
It was reduced by the A the- for a considerable time at the 
nians, or at leaft Tided with them entrance of the Dardanelles. 
againft tht Lacedemonians y {mcz Thefe magazines, as Procopius , 
Nicolochus, admiral of Lace* informs us, were two hundred 
detmon, ravaged this ifland, and and eighty feet long, and ninc- 
raifed contributions in it, in ty broad (87). The mufeate 
fpite of the vigilance of tbzAthe- wine of this ifland is the moil 
nian general?. The Romans en- delicious of all the Levant i and 
joyed Tenedos in their turn, and though it is not celebrated by 
the temple of that town was the antients as that of Scio and 
plundered by Verres f who, as Lejbos, yet it may be proved, 
Tullj informs us, carried away, from feveral medals, that 2 V- 
to the great grief of all the nodes has in all times produced 
inhabitants, theftatup of Ten- great plenty pf good wine, 
nes founder of the cify (86). fince on the reverfe of feme 
This ifland is about eighteen medals in that ifland is to be 
miles in circumference. It had feen the branch of a vino 
one city, two havens, and a charged with grapes, a fflam 
temple dedicated to Apollo Sntin- indication that it wasin antient 
i thiw, of which idol we fliall times iamed for this produc- 
have occafion to fpeak prefen t- tion. 

!y. There are no ruins to be 

(S5) Hr (/dot. I vi. c. 31. (86) Cic. pro Man'd pro Murarta, proArcb. 

poet a, { %-j) Procop, de cdtfic, Juft'n, /, v, c, i« 
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°f 1 rey, was by birjch an Athenian, and lord of a village 
flamed Ax onus- Some derive them from the ifland 

of Crete, from whence they fuppofe Phrygia Miner to 
have been peopled s but thefe are again divided among whom de- 
themfelves as to the leader of this colony, fome beftowing^*^ 
that honour on Teucer, others on Dardanus . Some will have 
them defended from the Arcadians, and there are not want- 
ing writers who make them even come originally fromltaly ; 
which opinion, though deftitute of all probability, was em- 
braced by Virgil, as moft redounding to the glory of that 
country, and perhaps current among the RomSns in his 
days. Bochart y thinks, that Lejfer Phrygia was planted 
by AJhkenaz , Corner** eldeft fon, there being the footfteps 
of his name inth eAfcanian lake j and a river called Af* 
canius , with a bay of the fame name in Bithynia , andlike- 
wife in a city named Afcania in Lejfer Phrygia , with ifles 
*on thecoaft named the Afcanian ijLnds ; he alfo obferves, 
that, befides Afcanius the fon of Mneas , Homer mentions 
a king of that name, who was at the fiege of Troy . Hence 
he concludes, that a colony was led by AJhkenaz out of 
Greater Phrygia, where his father had fettled, into Troas 
or Ltjfer Phrygia ; and that by this colony, and their de-i 
feendents, that trad of country was peopled, which from 
the Mgean fea extends along the coaft of the Hellefpont and 
the Propontis to the Pontus Euxinus or Axenus , as it was 
( firft called by the Greeks 7 which he fuppofes to be a cor- 
1 ruption for the fea of Afhkenaz. He obferves, that the 
Scripture, among the nations which were to be called by 
the Medes under Cyrus to deftroy Babylon f mentions Ara- 
rat, Minni, and AJhkenaz . And, to prove that the Afl)- 
kenax mentioned in Scripture were the people of thefe parts, 
he fhews out of Xenophon % that Hyjlafpes , having con- 
quered Phrygia that lies on the Hellefpont , brought from 
thence many of the horfe, and other fqldiers, which Cyrus 
carried with him to the fiege of Babylon . But, whoever 
was the progenitor of the firft inhabitants of this country, 
it is certain, that, in procefs of time,, their blood was mixed 
with that of foreigners, namely of Myfians , Samothra - 
cians, Greeks, and Cretans , who fettled among them, 
and*were reckoned of the fame defeent with the an dent 
proprietors. 

As to their government, it was, no doubt, monarchical' Govern- 
and hereditary; for, from Dardanus to Priam, we find the 

father conftantly fucceeded by the fon, or the elder brother 

* 

f Phaleg. I. ili. c. 9 . * Cyropsed. 1. vii. 
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by the younger. Their country was at firft, like moft others, 
parcelled out into feveral petty kingdoms j for we read of 
fiyenus, Pandarus , Eurypylus , and other princes of fmall 
territories, within the limits of Ltjfer Phrygia *. But all 
thefe were in length of time either driven out by, or made 
tributary to, the Trojan kings; infofnuch that Sfrrabob 
enumerates no fewer than nine fmall kingdoms or princi- 
palities fubjeCt to Troy , befides the ifland of Lejbos .^ And 
this is what drew out the Trojan war to fuch a length ; for 
all thefe countries were to be fubdued, before Troy could 
be inverted. Diodorus Siculus informs us c , that the Tro- 
jans were fubdued by Ninus ; but Philojlratus tells us in 
exprefs terms, that they were allies, and no ways vaffals 
or tiibutaries to the AJJyrians . The Trojan kings feem to 
have been abfolute, and in no refpefl controulable by the 
fubjeCh But we fhall have occafion to refume this fubjeft, 
when we come to their* hiftory. 

We have no particular fyftem of their law$ a and lhall 
therefore pafs to their religion. 

As to the religion of the Trojans , it was in fubftancc 
hardly different from that of the inhabitants of Greater 
Phrygia , which we have already deferibed. Their prin- 
cipal deities feem to have been, Cybele 9 or, as they ftiled 
her, the great mother of the gods 9 who, according to the 
common opinion, was brought into Troas from Crete by 
Teucer 9 lord of that ifland, and the progenitor of the 
Trojans d ; fhe wak chiefly worshiped on the hills of lda 9 
D'tndymus 9 Berecyntkus, and Gyhele , whence fhe borrowed 
her name : Apollo 9 who had a temple in the citadel of 
Troy , cdled Pergamus \ in this temple, and by this gbd, 
Homer feigns that Mneas was concealed, till the wouhd$> 
he had received in an encounter with Diomedes , were cured 
by Latona and Diana 9 Apollo mother and filter : Mi- 
nerva or Pallas , frdm whofe temple Virgil pathetically de- 
feribes Cajfandra dragged by the victorious Greeks , while 
the city was in flames e . The famous palladium was a 
wooden ftatue of this c goddefs, holding in One hand a buck- 
ler, and a fpear in the other, fo contrived as to move them, 
and at the fame time roll her eyes in a threatening manner. 
We are told, that, while the Trojant were ereCting a tem- 
ple to Pallas in their citadel, this ftatue fell from heaven into 
the temple before it was covered ; whereupon an oracle, 
being corifulted, returned anfwcr, that the city of Troy 

* 

* Diobor. Sicui. 1. v. Strab. I. xiii. p. 408. b Ibid. 
* Ubifupra. d Virgil, l.iii. * iEncid. ii. 
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could not be taken fo long as it enjoyed this heavenly gift ; 
which coming to the knowkge of the Greeks , Diomedes 
and Ulyffes got privately into the cattle, killed the guards, 
and, by bereaving the Trojans of their main defence, ena- 
bled the Greeks to take the city. All the Rman writera 
afliyre *1$, that this Palladium was brought into Italy by 
dEneaSy and lodged nrft at Lavinium, afterwards at Alba, 
and at laft removed to Rome, and depofited there in the 
temple of Vejia , under the care of the veftata and the Nau- 
tian family. The Romans were fo ^Irongly poflefled with 
the falfe notion, that the city, which was blefled with this 
valuable treafure, could never fall into the enemy’s hands, 
that MeteUuSy feeing the temple of Vejia all in flames, 
ventured his life, without the kali hefitation, refcue 
this facrcd depofitum i and was on that fcore thanked by 
the fenate and people of Rome, as if he had faved the re- 
public. The Romans univerfaily believed themfclves ma- 
kers of # the true palladium , but could never fhew how they 
came by it. For, to fay that it was in Troy when the city 
was taken, is the fame as to deny its boafted virtue of ren- 
dpring that city impregnable in which it was lodged. On 
the other hand, if it was ftolcn by the Greeks before they 
entered Troy> how could /Eneas bring it into Italy (E) ? 

Venus 


(E) There is great variety 
of opinions among the antients 
as to the Trojan palladium . 
$010 e tell us (88), that a king 
pF Phrygia Major presented 
Urn with a pyed ox, warning 
him at the feme time to build 
a city where the ox fhouid, lie 
down ; that llus followed him ; 
and, in the place where he lay 
down, btrilt a city, calling it, 
from his own name, Ilium. 
They add, that llus, having 
defired Jupiter to fignify his 
approbation by feme viiible to- 
ken, found the palladium next 
morning before his tent Others 
fey (89), that Chryfas daughter 
of P alias, marrying Dor Janus, 


brought him the palladium 
as part of her fortune ; that 
Dardanus flrft eredled a temple 
in Samotbrace to this and other 
deities, and afterwards took 
them with him into Phrygia on 
the HellUPont. Lycophron feems 
to infinuate, that the palladium 
was \ Phoenician goadefs ; for 
be calls Ulyjjes A*h$w<rnfsov 
K\$ra t QomKHt ©site (90). 
Johannes Antiochenus , Eufta- 
thiusy and others, fay, that it 
was made by a certain mathe- 
matician, and covered over 
with an human 1 km (91). Ju - 
lius Firmicus [gz\ Clemens 
(93), and Arnobius (94), tell 
us, that the gentiles believed 


(88) Apoliod. i Hi. (89) Vide Rofimtm Roman . entiquitat. p. 147. 

(90) Seidenn} dt din Syris, fyntag. ii. (91) Seldm. itbi fttpra , fyntag. i. 

(93) De errore projanar . religion . C . 16. (93) In p rot reft, (94) Ad* 

w r jut gentes, /. iv* 
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Venus alfo is counted among the Trojan deities ; but, as 
to ytfth whom Aineas \$ faid by the poets to have carried 
in$o Italy with his houfhold gods, we find not any foot- 
fteps of worlhip paid her at Troy. She was indeed wor- 
ihiped all oyer Greece, where there was not one city but 
could {heW a temple dedicated to thisgoddefs, with a lamp 
always burning in honour of her ; which has made fome 
think, that the rites and ceremonies of Vejla were intro- 
duced into Italy by the Greeks 9 and not by the Tro- 
jans f . 9 

Among the other Tsojan deities, we find mention made 
of Apollo Sminthius, fo ftiled from the Phrygian word 
fminthos fignifying a field-moufe. We are toldg, that this 
fort of vermin made fuch a devaluation in the fields of Troas 9 
that the Ihhabitants, finding all other means of ridding the 
country of them unfuccefsful, had recourfe to the oracle 
of Delphos , which anfwered, that they fhould be delivered 
from that plague, if they facrificed to Stninthian Apollo , 
which they did accordingly, and moreover ereiled* a tem- 
ple in Amaxito , a city of Troas, to their pretended deli- 
verer, addreffing him under the title of Sminthian Apollo * 
Others h relate the matter in a different manner ; and tdli 
us, that the inhabitants of Troas worfhiped mice for hav- 
ing on a certain occafion gnawed the bow?ftrings of their 


f P rudentius contra Symmacb. 1 . ii. feft. 3 . * Strab. 

J.xiii. p.415. JSlian. vit.H. 1. iv. h Polemo apud 


Clem, protrept. 

it to have been made of the 
bones of Pelops. According to 
the common opinion, it was 
ftolen out of the citadel of Troy 
by Diomedes and Ulyffes 5 but 
fome tell us, that the true pal- 
ladium never fell into the hands 
of the Greeks , it being carefully 
concealed, and another df rthe 
fame fhape and fize expofed to 
public adoration. This, fa y 
they, was carried off by Diome- 
des and Ulyjfes ; but the true 
palladium remained in Troy till 
JBneas removed it from thence 
to Lavinium. But, as this is 
derogating from the virtue of 
the true palladium , and putting 
it, as it .were, upon the fame 


level with a falfe one, fince it 
was not able to fave the city 
in which it wa9 kept ; others, 
to mend the matter, fuppofe, 
that the Greeks returned the 
palladium to the Trojans, or ra- 
ther to Mneas, being warned 
fo to do by the oracles. But 
we fhall have occafion to exa- 
mine, in the courfe of this hi- 
flory,the truth of JEneas's voy- 
age to Italy, and add fomething 
relating terthis famous idol. In 
the mean time we may obferve, 
that there was another palla- 
dium of great fame worfhiped 
at Athens , which Nidas had 
placed in the caftle of that 
city. 


enemies. 
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C. X. the Hiftory of the Phrygians* 
enemies, and thereby fecured a complete vi&ory to the 
Phrygians. The worship of Apollo Smtntlrius wm intro- 
paced into Myjia , the ifle of Tenedos, anti other coun- 
tries ; for Straho 1 tells us, that a moufe was engraved at 
the foot of Apollo's ftatue, in a temple of Chryfa , a city of 
Myfia* to unfold the reafon of his being furnamed Smin - 
thian : he adds, that the ftatue was done b yScopas, a cele- 
brated ftatuary of Paros . The fame author, in fpeaking 
or the ifloof Tenedos , fays, that it had one town, two 
havens, and a temple dedicated to JSmintbiaii Apollo (F). 

As to the religious cuftoms and ceremonies of the Troians , 
we are almoft intirely in the dark $ but we may fuppofe 
them to have been much the fame with thofe. of the inha- 
bitants of Phrygia Major. 

The character wc have of the Trojans is, that they were Charac - 
a brave and warlike people ; and in this we fhal! be more ter. 
confirmed, when we come to «view their behaviour in tbe 
reign of king Priam , when they withftood for nine years, 
with uncommon bravery, the Combined forces of all 
Greece. They feem to have entertained a fond veneration 
for their deities, and a great refpefl for their princes ; for 
we do not find in their hiftory any kind of inteftinc broils, 
or plots, or confpiracies againft the prince on the throne, 
whoever he was. 

We can fay nothing particular touching the cuftoms o fCu/loms 9 
the Trojans, their civil concerns, or their arts and learn- 
ing ; they are celebrated by the antients as one of the moft &c. 
polite and civilized nations of thofe days ; and in the reigns 
of their later kings they arofe to a very confiderable pitch 
of fplendor and magnificence, thofe great encouragers of 
arts and induftry. Their language was in all likelihood 
the fame that was fpoken by the inhabitants of Greater 
Phrygia $ and perhaps in all that tra&, which was afterwards 
known by the name of Afia Proper, the feveral nations 
fpoke one and the fame tongue, with fome variation of 
dialed. ’ 

The ir trade we can only gueft at from their fifuation, Trade. 
which very likely drew merchants from all the neighbour- 

1 Ubi fupra. 

i(F) Toumefort (95) mentions verfe a two-edged ax ; the other 
two medals of Tenedos , the one bears two heads back to back, 
with Apollo's head, and under and, on the reverfe, the fame 
it a moufe, having on the A re- ax with two mice. 

(9$) Tourmfott voyage au Levant* 

mg 
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ing parts to traffick in their country, as well fortheii* <wu 
growth* as for foreign produ&ions. Their country was? 
itocked with many ufeful commodities, and muft have 
abounded in all things neceflary for life, fince it could fup- 
port, for many years together, two very considerable ar- 
mies, as wefhall fee in the following fc&ion. Th$r fet- 
tlements in Thrace, in Pelopomefus $ in Sicily % in Italy \ 
in Egypt and in Afric n , are a convincing proof, that 
they applied themfelves pretty early to trade and navigfr* 
tion, which, t in all likelihood , were the fources of the 
riches, fplendor, and power, wherein they far excelled 
all tfte ftates round them. 

sect; vil 

The reigns of *the Trojan kings* 

*T Roa^ or Phrygia Minor % was in all likelihood governed 
* by kings before the reigns of Teucer and Dardanus ; 
for Servius names out of Nero’s Troica one Cynthius king 
of Troas long before T tucer . But, as the Trojan hiftory 
of that epoch is either fabulous, or altogether uncertain, 
it were loft labour to make a narrow fcarch into it. It is 
no lefs uncertain which of the two abovefaid princes 
reigned firft, fome writers giving the precedency to 
cer y others to Dardanus ; and truly this is fo dark and ob- 
feure a fubjefl, that every one may fay what he lifts. We 
fhall follow the moft common opinion, and begin with 
Teucer , without pretending to add any thing of our own, 
or entering into the merits of fo perplexed a caufe. 

Teucer. Teucer, thefonof Scamander and Ida 9 that is, born 
in Phrygia near the river Scamander and mount Ida y ruled 
over all Troas or Phrygia Minor . He is faid to have been 
very fortunate and fuccefsful in all his undertakings \ but, 
what they were, we find no- where fpecified. Having no 
iflue male, he married Jus only daughter, by feme called 
Bafta^ by others Afia y by others Aarijba , td Dardanus , 
fettling therewithal the crown of Phrygia on him, and his 
defeendents. Thofe who make Teucer a Phrygian by 
birth, fuppofe him to have come to the crown by a lineal 
defeent 5 and place Cynthius , whom we have mentioned 
rabove, among his anceiiors j fo that, according to thefe 

h Pausania$, 1. ii. &v. * Strab. 1. vi. » Dion. 

Sic. 1. i. c. 1 . n Hbrooot. 1. iv. 
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writers, Teucer was not the founder of the Trojan king- 
dom, but the laft of a long feries of -kings prior to thofe 
of the Dardanian family sprung from Dardams fcnd Ba~ 
fta. From Teucer the country was called Teucria , and 
the inhabitants Teucri (G). 

Teucer 

(G) This is the opinion of and very likely did not depart 
Diodorus Siculus , and, as we from it in fuch things as no- 
have hinted, the mod common, ways concerned Augujius t mzkth 
However, Virgil \ who ha das Teuceg a Cretap, and delivers 
good means to come at the his opinion as follows : 
truth, as any other could have, 


Creta Jtrvis magni, medio jacet infula ponto ; 
Motts Ida us ubi \ & gent is cunahula noftra. 
Centum ttrbes habitant magnas , uberrima regtta . 
Maximus inde pater , ft rite audita recorder, 
Teucrus Rhateas pritnum eft a d've ft us in eras, 
tOptavitque locum regno : nondtem Ilium , & arces 
Per game a fteterant : habit abant <vallibus inf is. 
Hinc mater cultrix Cybete, Corybantiaque etra, 
Idaumque nemus ; hinc fida ftkntia facris 9 
Et junfti currum domino? j ubi ere leones ( 96 ). 


Teucer , then, according to thofe 
who follow Virgil's opinion, 
which is aferibed to Berofus , 
was the fon of one Scamander, 
a native of Crete, from which 
ifland Teucer 9 retiring in the 
time of a great famine, put to 
fea with the third part of the 
inhabitants, in queil of new 
(eats, and arrived at that part 
of Phrygia which lies on the 
Hellefpont . Here he landed, 
not fer from the Rhatean pro- 
montory,* and, being thefirft 
night greatly annoyed by vaft 
numbers of mice, he revived 
<0 fettle there in compliance 
*wfch the oracle, which had di- 
rected him, before he put to 
fea, to fix where he fhould be 
attacked in the night-time by 
an enemy fprung from the 


earth. His firft care was to 
raife a temple to Apollo Smin - 
thius , who was pictured tread- 
ing under foot a moufe, called 
in the Cretan or Phrygian lan- 
guage fminthos. He gave new 
names to the hill and river near 
which he landed, calling the one 
Ida , from an hill of the fame 
name in his native country 5 
and jhe other Scamander, which 
was the name of his father. 
Thifc river to that time had 
been, called Xanthus ; whence 
Homer fays, that it was called 
Xanthus by the gods, and Sea - 
mmderby men, meaning there- 
by, that the former was the 
more antient. He likewife in- 
troduced the worfhip.of.Cy^r/e 
according to the rites that were 
pra&ifed in Crete, where that 
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Dardanus. Teucer was fucceeded by Dardanus the fon of £frry- 
/w or Cory thus, by BleSira the daughter of Atlas* Gory* 
tus was 'kme of Samothrace , and had by Ele&ra two fons, 
laftus and Dardanus, and one daughter by name Har- 
mania . Dardanus fucceeded his father in the kingdom of 
Samothrace , where he ere&ed a (lately temple, and inftitutcd 
religious rites and ceremonies in honour of Pallas a#5d the 
other gods, whofe ftatues his firft wife Chryfe had brought 
with her as part of her fortune. This, together with the 
many excellent laws he is laid to have enacted on his ac- 
ceffion to the crown, gained him the reputation of a wife, 
juft, and religious prince ; infomuch that Teucer y who 
was ftricken in years, and had no iffue male, invited him 
over into Phrygia , gave him in jnarriage his only daugh- 
ter Bajia , and appointed him his heir and fucceflor to the 
kingdom of Phrygia ; which, after the death of Teucer % 
he ruled with the fame moderation, equity, and religion, 
as he had done that of Samothrace . He waged war with 
the neighbouring princes, namely, with the Paphlagmians\ 
and, as he was always attended with fuccefs, extended the 
boundaries of his new kingdom by confiderable acquifi- 
tions. He built two cities : the one he honoured with hw 
own name, ftiling it Dardana or Dardania , and this he 
chofe for his royal feat ; thq other he called Thymbra, from 
Thymbueus one of his intimates. Having fettled the civil 
concerns of the kingdom, and made many ufeful laws for 
the due adminiftration of juftice, which he looked upon 
as the bafis of regal authority, he applied himfelf intirelv 
to religious matters. The palladium, or, as others will 
have it, the palladiums (H), were by his orders brought 
over into Phrygia ; as for the other gods, which he had 
with his firft wife, they were left in Samothrace till the 
death of his brother lajius, who governed that iiland in 

the 

goddefs was fuppofed to have two palladiums , or ftatues of 
brought forth and nurfed Pallas, and that they were both 

ter. Some think the autno- of equal virtue, the oracle hav- 
rity of Virgil, with regard to ing promifed, that the city, in 
Teucer , to be of very great which either of them was kept, 
weight, fince it no-ways con- ftiould never be liable to mny*' 
cerned Auguftus whether Test- difafters, DionyfiusHalicarnaf- 
cer was of Crete , or not. fenfis gives us the words, which 
(H) Some writers tell us, the oracle was laid to have ut- 
that Dardanus had with Chryfe tered, and are the following ; 

Fates 
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the abfence of Dardanus (I). Dardanus had two wives, 
the firft named Cbry/t t an Arcadian , by whom he had two 

* fons, 

Fata dalunt urban, ptteris pm ctndtrt fatra , 

Ccelicolafque illic feflit colere at que chants. 

Munera namque de<e fervabis arce refofta 
iPalladis } hac quantum capit tua regia conjux , 

Servatura tuam Juris pracul omnibus orient* 

One of theft, fey they, was (I) In what has jbeen feid of 
ftolen out of the citadel of Tray Dardanus , we # have followed 
by Diomedes and TJlyJftes ; but HomY, Manet ho, Diodorus , Di- 
the other was brought byJEneas onyfius tialicamajfenfis , Eufebi - 
into Italy (97)* But V arro us, Cyrillus, Cedrenus f Johannes 
(98) tells us, ;that the fal(a- Tscotx.es, Sec. but Virgil and the 
dium was brought to Rome ly poets, to flatter Augujlus, make 
one Nautes ; and adds, that the Dardanus fon of E Ultra, not 
priefthood of Minerva was he- by Cantus , but by Jupiter. 
reditary in his family. Others And as to Qoritus, they will 
fay, thr^t Diomedes, after the have him to have been king of 
deflrudion of Troy, being dri- Hetruria, and not of Samo- 
ven by a ftorm on the coafls of t brace. Virgil tells us, that 
Ijaly, and there ordered by an Dardanus patted out of Hetru - 
oracle to return the palladium ria into Samothrace , and from 
to the Trojans , fent it to JEneas thence into Phrygia. He ex- 
by Nautes , one of JEneas's preffes himfelf thus (99) : 
friends and companions. 

Eft locus ( Hefperiam Graii eognemine dicunt ; ) 

Terra antiqua, potens armis, atque ubere glebe. : 

Oenotrii coluere viri : nunc fama , minores 
Italian dixiffe , ducts de nomine , gentem. 

Use nobis propria? fedes : hinc Dardanus ortus 9 
Jafiufque pater , genus a quo prtncipe noftrum. 

And elfewhere (too); 

• 

Atque squidem memini (fama eft obfcurior annis ) 

Aurtmcos it a ferre ferns 5 his ortus ut agris 
Dardanus Idaas Phrygia fenettavit ad urbes , 

Threiciamque Samum, quat nunc Samothracia fertur. 

Hinc ilium Conti Tyrrhena ab fede ptofettum, 

Aurea nunc folio ftellantis regia cceli 
Accipit , Sec. 

Virgil does not tell us on what cany: but Annus informs us, 
occafion Dardanus quitted Tuft that, after the death of Coritus , 

(97) Procop. de Bell. Goth. t. i. Jfaac Txetzss in Caftan dr am Lyctpbrm. 
p. 146, (98) Varro dt familih Rom. efud Servian, (99) Maud. iii. 

nprf. 163,' ( 1 60) Mneid. I . vii. verf, 495, 
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fons^ Idaus and Dimas \ the other Bafia % who likewiife 
bore him two fons, Zacynthus and ErUhtkenm. Idaus 
and Dimas, according to Dionyfm Halicarnajfenfis % in- 
herited, in right of their mother* the territories of their 
grandfather i o Arcadia, whence they led colonies into 
Afia, being forced to quit thcif own country by frequent 
inundations. Z acyntkus planted a colony of Phrygians in 
an iiland of the Ionian fea* which, front nimfelf, he called 
Zacynthus p. Erichthonius fucceeded his father in the king- 
dom of Phrygia, as we lhall fee anon. As to his lifter 
Harmonia, fhe married Cadmus founder of th tftheban king- 
dom, whom her brother lafius had initiated in themyfteries 
of religion. We ftiali have occafion to fpeak of her, and 
her hufband Cadmus , when we come to treat of the the* 
ban kingdom. Dardanus reigned in Phrygia 64 or 65 
years 3 and was fucceeded by his fdn 
F.richtho- Erichthonius, who, treading in the footfteps of his 
mus. father, was reyered by his fubje&s, and greatly refpe&ed 

• Dionys. Halicar. 1 . i. * Ibid. 

the two brothers Dardanus fo concerned for the death- of 
and lafius falling out about his brother, that, abandoning 
the fuccdfion to the crown, the Samotbrace his native country, 
former killed the latter, where- he retired to the oppofite coti- 
upon he was obliged to fave tinent, where he was kindly re- 
himfelf by flight from the Tup ceived by Teucer king of Fhry* 
cans, and from Siculus king of gia. 1/aaciusTzetXis (9) thinks, 
Spain, and brother to Eiettra, that Dardanus was forced by 
who was come to compofe their an inundation to leave Samo- 
differences. The fame Annus thrace. As to Atlas the father 
gives the name of Cmbloba/cus of E Ultra, fome fay, that hi 
to the father of Dardanus and was king of Mauritania , others 
lafius \ and adds, that the of Samatbrace, and that he gave 
word Coritus was a title*of dig' his daughter in marriage to 
nity. Apollodorus, in hisfabu- Coritus , who *had by her 
lous hiftory of the Greeks , tells Chryfe firft wife to Dardanus . 
us, that Ja/on , as he *ftiles Boccace (10) is* of opinion, 
him, and Dardanus , were Tons that Atlas was neither an Afru 
of E Ultra , the daughter of tan nor a Samotbracian , but an. 
Atlas and Jupiter ; that the Italian . The want of good 
former, being paflfionately in thori ties in this point of antient 
love with Ceres , and attempt- hiftory has given every one 
ing to ravifh her, was thunder- leave to fey what he pleafed. 
ftruck ; end that Dardanus was 

(9) In Apollonium, * ( 10) Begtn, dwr.J. jy, c, & 

by 
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by *U %be Neighbouring princes, with whom, as he was 
more inclined to the arts of peace than war* he carefully 
maintained a good underftanding. The long quiet he en- 
joyed gave him an opportunity of heaping up iramenfe 
riches, whfch J&mrr takes notice of, without burdening 
die fubjeft with taxes and impofitions. By hiswife Ajly~ 
echeUt had but one fon named Tros* He reigned, accord- 
ing to’fome, forty-fix, according to others, feveOty-five 
years ; and, dying, left the kingdom of Phrygia in a 
mott flourifhing condition (K). 

On the death of Erichthonius , Tros afcended the throne; Tros, 
and, in the very beginning of his r£ign, laid the founda- 
tions of a city, which became foon the moft famous of all 
Jfia . This grand work being at laft finifhed, he invited 
ail the neighbouring princes, except Tantalus king, of Si~ 
pylus , to affiftat thefolemn dedication of the new city. Why 
Tantalus was omitted, we know not j but he highly refcnted 
fuch a contemptuous behaviour, as he called it ; and, foon 
after, had- a fair opportunity of {hewing his refentment. For 
Ganymedes , a youth of extraordinary beauty, and the darl- 
ing of his father Tros, being fent by him with a fplendid 
retinue, to carry prefents of great value to Jupiter Euro* 
pausy in paffing through the territories of Tantalus , was 
not only detained, but abufed, by that vitious and impious 
king (L). This indignity the generous youth took fo to 

heart. 


(K) Apolhdorus tells us, that 
Erichthonius had an elder bro- 
ther, by name Plus, who died 
before his father, and a fitter 
called Id<ea, who married Phi- 
neus II. king of the Thracian 
Tbyni , whom we fhall have oc- 
cafion to mention in the hifto- 
ty of Tbrae*. As the name 
of Erichthonius is intifelyGw*, 
feme have concluded ffom 
thence, that the Greek tongue 
began very early to prevail in 
Phrygia ; which argument 
would be of no fmall weight, 
could they but prove, that 
Erichthonius Was that prince's 
original or Phrygian name, and 


not a Greek tranflatioft thereof ; 
for the Greeks , as Plato ob- 
ferves ( 1 1 ), ufed to tranflate 
foreign names into their own 
language , as the Egyptians did 
all Greek -names into theirs. 
Some, finding a king of Athens 
bearing the lame name, infer 
from thence, that the Trojans 
were originally Athenians. An 
opintaft built on fo flight a 
foundation is fc&rce worth re- 
futing. 

(L) Thfc fable of Ganymede's 
being taken up into heaven by 
Jupiter is varioufly interpreted* 
but Natalis Gomes (ra) ir of 
opinion; that this ftoiy was in- 


(n ) J» 4 tb*tict (u) £. ix, <r. 13. 
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heart, that he died foon after of pure grief. Neither did 
his father,, Tros long outlive him ; for the war which he 
made upon Tantalus , to revenge the affront offered to his 
fon, proving unfuccefsful, the aifliftion, which arofe from 
thence, joined to the concern he was in for the lofi of his 
favourite fon, put an end to his days in the 6oth, or, ac- 
cording to others, in the 49th, year of his reign? He had 
by his wife Acalide , or, as Apollo dor us calls her, Calling 
rkoe , three Tons, llus , Ganymedes , and Ajfatacus , and one 
daughter, by name Cleomejlra , or, as Apollodorus will have 
it, Cleopatra . Hygtnus , by miftake, makes Ganymedes fon 
to Erichtbonius . From this king Phrygia Minor borrowed 
the name of Troas y as its metropolis did that of Troy. 

As the chief commanders of the Trojan troops, whofe 
names are of great renown in antient hiftory, and from 
whom moftof our European nations have once pretended 
to derive their pedigree, were defeended from Tros> before 

vented by the Greeks to give a that the body of* Ganymedes 
kind of fandtion to the unna- not being found among the 
tural lull that greatly prevailed dead, nor ever after appearing, 
in that nation. And' truly Jar the poets took occafion from 
pitcr, as Arnohius obferves (n), thence to feign, that he had 
feems to have been fee up for been taken up into heaven by 
no other purpofe, but that men Jupiter. S uidas charges Minos 
might father their crimes upon with the rape of Ganymede h ; 
him, and thereby extenuate in and fays, that Minos, being 
great meafure their own guilt, kindly received and entertained 
Thus Theocritus the poet, in by Tros, on that cccafiori fell 
celebrating the incelluous mar- in love with Ganymede , and re- 
riageof Ptolcm&us Pbiladelphus cjuited the favours he had re- 
with his filler Arfutot , produces ceiVed of the father by abufing, 
the example of Jupiter and and forcibly conveying away, 
Juno i and Seneca the tragedian the fon, who was the only de- 
had recourfe to the fajpe topic light of his old-age. Cicero 
to find fomething commenaa- (15) feems to make Ganymede 
ble in the marriage of Octavio, the fon of iMomedon, which is 
and isero ; Soitiiafrajris more a mi Hake. Otijtus (16) and 
Junonis tom , fays he, fpeaking Eufebius (17) inform us, that 
of OBavia (14) Others tell the war which Tros made upon 
us, that Ganymedes was killed Tantalus was deferibed by one ' 
in a battle between Tantalus Patrochs , a poet of no mean 
and llus j for llus purfued the character ; but his works have 
war with Tantalus which his ^ not reached us. 
father had begun. They add, 

fn) Lib* v« contra genu (*4) Pag. 334/ (15} Cicero i 

wW. ( 16) Li* i, 11* 1 1 7) £c pt up or, evang, /, ii. 
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we proceed in die hiftory of the Trojan kings, we fltUl 
give’a fttccinft account of his numerous progeny. Jrostfbe 'fron- 
ts we have already obferved, had by his wife Acalide*, ot,nyofTm m 
as othera call her, Callirrhoe , three Tons, Ilus, Ganymedes, 
and Affdram , and one daughter, by name Gleomeftra . 

Of Ilus, who fucceeded his father in the kingdom of 
Phrygia • and his pofterity, we fhall fpcak in the feries of 
the kings. Ganymedes died without iilue. JJfaracus had 
by his wife Biermname , dr, according to others, Clyto- 
dora, one fon named Gapys, of whom we knotfnothing 
elfe, but that the city of Caphya in Readies, aicording to 
Stephanas, borrowed its name of him ; and that he mar- 
ried one Themis, by whom he had Anchifes , who was 
famous for the comelinefs of his perfon, which gave rife 
to the fable of his amours with Venus . He had the naif- 
fortune to fee the city of Troy twice taken and plundered. 

During the firft fiege, which happened in the reign of 
Laomedon , he is faid to have behaved with great gallantry; 
but, in the time of the fecond, he was no more fit to 
bear arms, being worn out with old age and infirmities, 
occafioned by the lewdnefs and difiolutenefs of his youth, 
to which his blindnefs is alfo aferibed. He is fuppofed to 
have been faved out of the flames of the burning city on 
the (houlders of his fon JFneas, and to have accompanied 
him to Sicily, where he died. He had two Tons, JEneas , 
whom we lhall have occafion to mention hereafter, and 
Elymus , and one daughter named Uippodamia . Elymus , 
according to Suidas , imparted his name to the Eljmai, 
a people of Sicily . Apollodorus calls him Lycus. Hippo - 
damia married Alcathous , who fell in a battle by the baud 
of Idomeneus 9. 

Cleqmestra had but one fon, by name Lyerfus,A ntenor. 
father to Antenor. As to Lyerfus y ant\vnt hiftory is quite 
filent ; but Antenor is greasy commended for his prudence 
and wifdom. He was font by king Priam embafiador 
into Greece to demand his ftfter Hefione , whom Hercules , 
after taking Troy , had carried captiue into Greece, and 
beftowed on Telamon , as a reward for being the firft that 
mounted the wall of that city. The Grech treated him 
m§re like a fpy than an erftbaffador ; whereupon return- 
ing to Afui , he inflamed Priam, and his fons, againft that 
nation. However, fome time after, lie not only enter- 
tained in his houfe the Greek enibaffadors that were fent 

* * Homer. Iliad, v« 
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to demand Helena , but prote&ed them againft the trea- 
cherous attempts of Priam's Tons, and found means to con- 
vey them fafe out of Troy. This having gained him the 
good -will of the Greets , he was fent into Greece 6n a fe- 
cond embafiy, on which occafton he is commonly be- 
lieved to have betrayed the truft repofed in him , and ^ feme 
yeans after the city itfclf; feeing that Priam would hearken 
to no conditions of peace, to which Antenor (hewed him* 
fdf mhjhtily inclined alter his laft embaffy. It is agreed 
on all handj, that tlje Greeks , entering Troy in fword hand, 
(hewed, in the height of their revenge, a tender and 
friendly regard to Antenor , having even caufed the (kin of 
a panther to be hung up before the cfcor, left, through 
mift^kc, any violence fhould be offered to his houfe or 
pc i fon by the greedy and incenfcd foldiery. Some add, 
that, having known XJlyj[es > who had entered- the city in 
difguife to obferve the lkength of the Trojans , he neither 
Whether apprehended nor difeovered him. Many however clear 
/e hf,h Ihin fjom all treachery, and put a more favourable con- 

‘ f ftruction on the kindnef? (hewn him by the Greeks , faying, 

that they (paru! him mmly in compliance with the laws 
of liofpita!.r\, wliicis in thole days, were deemed facred, 
even by the moil fav.ge nations. Of this opinion is 
Livy r i and Virgil alio feems to free him from all fufpi* 
cion cl tieacheiy, Civ mg, that he efcaped falling into 
the hands of the Gneis \ But be that as it will, the 
Trojans , tint remained in the country after the deftruftion 
of Troy, vme fo prejudiced againft him, that they obliged 
him to wiil.thaw fiom Troas. At the fame time the 
Hmetiy hemp driven out of Paphlagonia , and forced to 
feck for new latJements, chofe him for their leader in 
room t.f their king Pyltemencs, who had been killed in the 
>i "hs fjpgc cl Troy. With thefe, and a few Trojans , he put to 

" )u iV ' feu ; ;.mk fteciingiiis courfe«up the Adriatic gulf, landed 
in fir* country of the F.uganri, lying between the fea and 
the Alps. Here he refoived to fettle ; and, having driven 
out the antient proprietors, and blended the mixed multi- 
tude of Hnreti and Trojans under the common name of 
Vineti % he gave rife to a new nation. He burlt a fmall 
town in the place where he landed, and called it Troy . 
He is iuppofed to have built, the city of Padua . Anteiior 
had by his wife Theano fifter to Hecuba , and daughter to 
ji* tu king of T brace , Iphidamas , Coon, Heliacon , Lao- 

* JEneid. 1. i. verf. 246. 
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docus, Acamas, Archilochus, Polybus, Agenor , Laodamqs 
Demoleon , Glaucus , and Crmo, Iphidamas was brought f//V 0^ 
up*in Thrace under the care of his grandfather* and cam z firing, 
to fuccour Priam and his country with twelve (hips* 
which he left at Percope, marching by land to Troy, where 
be was flain by Agantemnon, whom he had engaged, and 
would ve^y likely have conquered* had he not been lefs 
fortunate than brave *. Coon, attempting to revenge the 
death of his brother,* fingled oat and dangeroufly wound- 
ed the fame Agamemnon , hut at laft fell likewifiTlTy his 
hand. Heliacon married Laodice daug^er to king Priam . 
Archilochus and Acamas commanded, in conjunction with 
/Eneas, the troops pf Dardania . Agenor was a warrior 
of great prowefs, attended Heftor in his boldeft under- 
takings, and was not afrajd to encounter Achilles him fob \ 

The others are named by Homer, Paufanias, Calaber, &c. 
but performed nothing worth relating. Pindar w tells 
us, that the fons of Anterior, after the deftruflion of Troy, 
joined Menelaus and Helena, and with them fettled in 
Libya . But Eufebius fays, that they reigned in Phrygia 
till the return of Heftor* s fons, by whom they were driven 
from*the throne and the country. Peilups fonie of them 
•remained in Phrygia, and fomc accompanied ALnelaus 
and Helena ; among the latter were, according to Sym- 
machus x , Glaucus, Acamas , and Hippo! ochus or Archilo- 
chus . A s to Theano Ante no e\ wife, Suidas and Cc drams 
* inform us, that fhc was the chief piicftefs of Pallas , and 
that fhe betrayed th t palladium to Diomede s and ClyJJa, 
who were fent into Troy under the pictence of an cm- 
bally to king Priam . Let us now return to the fuccellion 
of the Trojan kings. v 

Tros was fucceeded by his fon Bus, who, puifuing Bus. 
with great vigour the war which his father had begun, 
after many fignal. vi&ories, dro vz Tantalus out of Afia , 
and pofleffed himfelf of his kingdom, which he annexed 
to the crown of Phrygia , Pelops, the fon of Tantalus , 
after feveral unfuccefsful attempts,* Was at Jafl intircly 
routed, and forced to quit Afia , and follow his father into 
Greece . Byfnus king of the Bebryces , who had efpoufed 
thepquarrel of Tantalus and his fon Pelops, was likewife 
defeated, and, fome fay, killed in the engagement. Bus, 
having thus revenged the affront offered to his brother. 


t Homer. Iliad. A. Pausanias in Phoc, 
Iliad, a. w Pindar, Pyth. Od. 5. 
Tzetzem, p. 276. 
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'applied himfelf intircty to civil affairs, and is faid to have 
made a great many ufeful laws for the regulation of pub- 
lic affairs. He inlarged and adorned, with many ftately 
buildings, the city of Ilium or Troy. Plutarch informs 
us, that in his time the temple of Pallas being feton fire 
$y lightning, he faved the talladiuri out of the flames ; 
but "on that odcafion loft his fight, which htJWver he 
afterwards recovered. Herodian ihforms us r, that he 
called, jthe place, where he defeated Tantalus , Pejfims , 
which najnc was afterwards given to a city built on that 
fpot. He died in 40th year of* his reign. He had 
TLs two ky w jjp e L euc ipp e two fons, Ttthonus and Laomedon . 
fom 1 i- ‘fit bonus, whom fome believe to have, been the fon, and 
* th ™ us not the brother of Laomedon, was from his early years 
medo a °~ £ reat ty addidicd to hunting j by which manly exercife, 
0n ‘ having acquired a ftrong and robuft conftitution, and in- 
ured himfelf to hardfhips, he betook himfelf to a military 
life, and went to ferve among the Adrians, who in thofe 
days were a very warlike people, and thought to excel all 
other nations in the military art. His courage and con- 
duct foon raifed him to the firft polls in the army, in 
which he acquitted himfelf fo well, that he was ranked 
among the Tttancs , or chief lords of the AJfyrian monar- 4 
chy, and made governor of Perfia . Hearing that Phry~ 
gia was invaded by the Greeks , he obtained leave of Teu~ 
tamus king of Ajjyria , who had a great value for^him, to 
fend his fon Mermen at the head of a confiderable body 
of chofen troops to aflift his countrymen. But this ex- 
pedition proved fatal both to the father and the fon ; for 
Memnon being fain by the Theffalians , Ttthonus , already 
worn out with obi agr, was fo grieved for his death, 
that he did not long outlive him. The comelineis of 
his perfon, his rifing early in the morning, as he was a 
great fpprtfman, the old age he lived fo, and bis pining 
away at Lift with grief, may have given rife to the many 
fables which the poets relate of him ; but for thefe, and 
their explanation, tva muft refer the reader to Athcnaus a , 
Tzetzes^, Natalis Comes c , and other mythologifts. 
Memnon Tithonus had by his wife CiJJia , or, as Diodorus 
and Etna- calls her, Ida , two fons, Memnon and Ematbion , and we 
thion, ^daughter named ^tiemera. Memnon , being brought up 
two fops 0/ un der the difcipline of his father, proved a brave, wife, 
Tithonus, 

y Lib. i. * Athen, lib. xii. 6. b Isaac. Tzetzes. 
in Caffandr. Lyc, c Natams Comes, 1 . vi, c. 4. 
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and experienced commander, He ferved with great faccefs 
in -Egypt againft the* Ethiopians , who were become very 
troublefome neighbours to the Egyptians $ for he routecKand 
difperfed their armies, laid wafte their country, and obliged 
them to, pay an annual tribute to the Egyptians , who, 
out of gratitude, transferred it to Mmnon , appoint!^ 

* him kfngf over the country Much he had fubdued. Ia 
Ethiopia he built a city bearing his own name, and fope 
make him likewife the founder of Abydus . Having tout 
diffinguifhed himfelf in Egypt and Ethiopia y he Returned 
to his father in AJfyria , where he was fet over part of 
Firfia y in quality of fatrapa or chief governor ; and is faid 
to have built in his fatrapy the city of Sufa y and another, 
to which he impSrted his own name. To gratify his 
father, he marched at the head of 20,000 Ethiopians , 
and the like number of Perfians } to the afliftance of king 
Priam . On this occafion he behaved with his ufual 
bravery, and often put the Greek) to flight ; but at laft, 
falling int«> an ambufeade, was killed by Achilles at the 
head of the Thejfalians . His body was refeued out of 
the enemy’s hands, his obfequies performed with great 

• folemnity, and his afhes fent back to his father. Jofephus 

• places his tomb near Ptolemais in Phamicf\ but Pliny and 
JElian fay, that he was buried at Sufa (M). Every bo<iy 
has heard of the vocal ftatue of Memnon near Thebes in 
Egypt* This, according to Pcmfanias d , Eujiatbius % 

• and Lucian f , was broken in pieces by order of Camhyfcs $ 
but, ever after, that part which remained on the pedeftal, 
at the rifmg of the fun, yielded a found like that of the 
firing of a lyre or lute, when it breaks on the inftrument 
by being drawn too tight 6 * Eufehius feems to have cre- 
dited this ftory ; for he fays, that this miraculous effeft 
ceafed at the birth of ChrijL Paufanias informs us, 

4 In Attick * c In Dionys, r In Toxeri. t See 
vol. i. p. 400., h In Attick 

(M) Paufanius ( 1 8) tells us, under the name of Myrnnonian 
that a cenotaphiuro, or empty birds. Thefe, on Hated days 
toixjjj, was railed to him in the flocking to the tomb, cleared 
country of T roas 9 not far from the ground, on which it flood, 
the river A/opus, which tomb, ofalL rubbifh ; and afterwards, 
as the inhabitants informed dipping their wings in thi 
him, was yearly vifited by Afopus, fprinkled it with the 
ftrange bfds known to them water of that river. 

( 18 ) In Pbocis. 
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that Mcmnm's fword was kept at Nicomedia $ atuk pro- 
'* duces it as an argument to prove, that the arm* ufcd by 
the Patients were of brafs* Amici*** quoted’ by iViwy, 
fays, that Merman invented fetters fifteen years, before 
the reign of Pbororuus firft king of Argos. - HAkdortus * 
Mkkts him the progenitor of the kings of Ethiopia. 

Emathion, the other fon of 2 nhonus* remained at 
home with his uncle Laomedon* and was killed in the, War 
that broke out between him and Hercules* Probus the 
gramifrnlan is of opinion, that Macedonia was 
named Entathia , anil JuJlin mentions an antient king of 
Macedonia bearing his name K Remus* descended from 
one of the fons of Tit&onm* was reckoned bjifome* a$ 
Plutarch informs us, among the founders of Rome k . As 
to Hemcra, we know nothing of her, but what is related 
by the fpurious Dittys now extanf, whofe hiftory deferyes 
no manner of credit. 

Laome- On the death of ilus Laomedon was placed on the 
don. throne, his elder brother Tithonus being at the*fame time 
employed in foreign wars. He built the citadel of Troy * 
being aflifted therein by Apollo and Neptune ; that is, he 
carried on the work with the treafures that were confe- 
crated to them, and lodged in their temples* Several 
inundations are faid to have happened in his reign, and 
a plague to have broke out, which carried off great num- 
bers of the inhabitants. Thefe are looked upon as pu- 
nifliments infli&ed by the gods, whofe temples he had 
plundered. He treated Jafon , and the other Argonauts , 
who had landed on the coafts of Troas , in a very inho- 
fpitable manner, refufing to fupply them with neceffaries, 
and even threatening to treat them as enemies, if they 
did not forthwith return on board their fbips, and quit the^ 
Troy country. To revenge this affront, Hercules , who was 
taken by one of the Argonauts* returned feme, time after with 
Hercules, twelve galltes to Troy, which he befieged, took apd plun- 
dered. In this year Laomedon killed Oileus , a commander 
of great renown j bi^t was himfelf not long after killed 
by Hercules , whom he engaged with more courage than 
caution (N ). Laomedon had five fqns ? Tithonus* Larnpon* 

Gfytus* 

* In /Ethiop, 1. x. c. 1 . *■ 4 JusTJu, 1. yii. * fyvr 

taucii. in Romulo. 

(N) Others teUjwf Jfi), th*t by Laomedon m buifethe walls 
Apollo and Neptune were hired of Troy ; ana that, upon 1m 

(19) Eufib. in cbron % 



c.x. 

. mus> Imtm wft triMi m & “SffW Wffl Y? rht de . 

CUlaAjlyoche, Migone, ftafa. and Euthryg 
fons, except Priam, v« k4M>« th* war vyi£ 

As to thHaughters, Wtont, as we *****%£“* ^"medon. 
by£mr«/«, was bellowed in marmge on Telamon, V™ 
treated her mote like Ida coHcuhjne than his wftfc ; wfajch 
PrW, who had fucceeded his father, had hft fo P"* r u " - 
detftood, but he font into Grw#. to expiate 

With Telamon, and to denwid his »*jj 

council of the prince* of Greece, this embafl^w^s heard 
with contempt, and the. em^ffadors ufed.in a. pompr 
no- ways fuitable to their character •, which gave occafiotu 
according to feveral writers to tlie W* Jff 

and AJlyocbe are only named by Apollodortts . AyUgwis 
defcribed as a woman of a proud, haughty, and inlolent 
behaviour, which gaVe rife to the fable pf hercontending 
for beauty with Juno , and being transformed into a ftork 
by that incenfed goddefs k . ‘Frodia inrad \Cycnus, by 
whom ihe had Tenus and Hemthea V £*$ na * bem S 
taken by the Greeks , and preferring death ltfflf to flawy, 
advifed the Trojan women, who were Captives with her 
on board the Greek fleer, to fet the enemies fh'pson fire, 
and thereby revenge the evils which they had ^pught 
upon their common country, and prevent thofetM jyere 
referved for themfelves. Her advice was followed, 
the Greeks being gone aflbore neat PfUff* l 9 m frelh 
provifions, they burnt both the fleet and themfelves j 
which obliged the Greeks tp fettle there ”, haying no 
other {hips to purfuc their voyage. Apollodorus mentions 
one Bucelien, a natural fon of Laomedon s by Calybe , who 
was flain with his father and brqthers by tfenuUs. 
omedon reigned, according to fome, thirty-fix, accqrdmg 
to others, forty-four years. # 

i Ajpotlod. I. iU- k Ssavnis m 1. i. 1 Isaac 

Txptzhs in Caliandr. Lycopii. p... .8. » Porous, 1. 
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wfufing to pay them their wa- 
ges, Apollo fent a plague, and 
Neptune drowned part of tlie 
country with inundations . They 
add, that the oracle advifed him 
to expofe his daughter Hejione 
p y a jca-monfter, andrvtone for 

his crime by fecrificif g his fa- 


vourite child. She was deli- 
vered by Hercules* fay they } 
but Laomedon refufed him the 
reward which he had promifed: 
whereupon Hercules befieged 
and took Troy, killed the king, 
and gave Htfione'vcs ipdkriagctp 
Telamon. V ‘ 
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Laomedon being flain by Hercules , as We have faid 
above, Podarces , the only furviving fon, who had been 
carried ‘away captive with bis, After HeJione > was with a 
great fum of money ranfomed, and placed on the throne 
of his anceftors ; and hence came the furname of Friam % 
which is derived from a Greek verb fignifying to redeem 
or ranfom. His firft care, after his acceflion to the tlftorfe* 
was to encompafs the city of Tray with a ftron^ wall, to 
prevent fuch calamities as had happened in his father’* 
reign. Tfc/e being difeovered, in the beginning of his 
reign, a mine c of gold ntiar Abydus , he was thereby enabled 
to undertake and carry *on many public works $ for he is 
faid to have cmbellifhed the city with ftately edifices, 
towers, caftles, aqucdu&s, GV. He maintained in con- 
flant pay a con fiderable army, reduced mod of the neigh- 
bouring ftates, and was rattier confi'dered as fovereign of 
all Afia Minor , than king of Troas. He married to his 
firft wife Arijba , or, as others call her, Alyxotboe , by 
whom he had but one fon .named sEfacus $ but «hy his 
fecond wife Hecuba , daughter to CiJJeus king of Thrace , 
he had Heclor , Alexander or Paris y Deiphobus , HclenuSy 
F elites ■> AntiphuSy Hipponous , Polydorus , and Troilus ; and 
daughters, Creufa 9 Laodice , Polyxena , and Cafjandra . 
Befidcs thefe, he had many children by concubines, in all 
to the number of fifty. Some writers fay, that, being 
abroad when Troy was taken in the reign of his father, he 
was called home, and placed on the throne by Hercules , 
notwithstanding fome of his elder brothers were then 
alive. 

The name of this king will be ever memorable in 
hiftory for the war that happened in his reign between the 
Greeks and Trojans , a war famous to this day for the 
many princes of great pro weft and renown that were 
concerned ia it, the battles chut were fought, the length 
of the fiege, the deftru&ion of that great city, and the 
endlefs colonies that were planted in divers parts of the 
world by the conquered well as the conquerors. As 
to the caufe of this fatal and deftru&ive war, it is agreed, 
on all hands, that the rape of Helen firft kindled it 5 
but what encouraged arts to , fuch an attempt, and in- « 
duccd his father Priam to ftaud by Jiim at the expence 
of fo much blood and treafure, is not determined by 
aijtient writers. Herodotus 4 n gives us, upon the au* 
tho^ity of the Perftan writers, a very unnatural and 


■ Lib. i. c. 1, 2, 3. 
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fer-fetched account of this rape. He fays, that the Vbce- 
Melons having raviftied Io> the daughter of Inactyus king 
of Argos , and carried her, with other Greek w omen, 
into Egypt , the Greeks , makingufe of reprifals, firft car* 
ried off Europe ^ the king of Tyre * s daughter, and after- 
wards Medea daughter to the king of Colchos , refufing 
to* reflore either, till fuch time as they received due repa- 
ration for the rape of Io, Parity adds Herodotus , in the 
next fucceeding age, hearing of thefe adventures, was 
encouraged to ravifh Heleny perfuading hirrflelf that he 
ftiould not be contained* to makf£ any reparation, feeing 
others had efcaped with impunity* But this whole account 
is quite frivolous, and foreign to the purpofe. For how 
could the Greeks ever take it in their heads to quarrel 
with the king of Calchosy or revenge on him an injury 
done to their nation by the Phoenicians , whom the king 
of Colchos^ in all likelihood, had never fo much as heard 
of ? Befides, it is plain from Thucydides , that the diftin- 
£Hon df Greeks and Barbarians was not introduced even 
in Homer 9 s time, and confequently highly improbable, 
that the Greeks fo long before, when they had not even 
tine common name to diftinguifh themfelves from other 
nations, fhould neverthelefs look upon them all as their 
enemies, by reafon of an injury done by one. Oth According 
fay, that king Priam , hearing that his fitter Hefione was to others. 
ill ufed by Telamon , to whom Hercules had given her in 
marriage, fent firft Antenor , and afterwards Paris , to 
complain thereof, and- infift on her being delivered to 
them. This, they think, has fome appearance of truth ; 
for Telamon , in hiftory, bears the chara&er of a furly, 
cruel, and ill-natured prince, infomuch that his own foil 
Teucer chofe rather to roam on the feas, in queft of a 
new habitation after the war, than return home, not 
daring to appear before his father, * for no other reafon, 
but becaufe his brother Ajax had laid violent hands on 
himfelf, which it was not in Teucer ’s power to prevent. 

Parisy add thefe authors, ctirnmg* into Greece upon this 
embaffy, was hofpitably entertained by Menelaus king of 
.Sparta^ who being obliged by his private concerns to.pafe 
•over into Crete % his bafe and ungrateful gueft laid hold on 
that opportunity to#nticc away his wife. But neither is 
this account by any means fa ( tisfa£lory ; for were it true, 
that Hefione was ill ufed by Telamony yet nobody can 
imagine, that Priam would, on that fcore, fend a folemn 
embaffy into Greece , or think of taking his ftfter from 
her hufband, with whom (be had lived above thirty years. 

VVhere- 



49 2 

fhe tnoji 
probable 
eaufe of 
that war, 


Homer’/ 
poems the 
moft an • 
thnt hijlo 
ry of 
Greece. 


Tbe fljftpy of Phrygians. ft I, 

Whereupon it is moft natural to think that Paris , in ra« 
vifliing Helen , never thought of Europa> Medea , or Hi* 
[me \ hut, falling in love with her, as (he was the moft 
beautiful woman in Greece , was prompted, by his own 
perverfe inclinations, to do what in thofe days was com- 
monly pra&ifed both by Greeks and Barbarians . Thus 
Helen herfelf had been ftolen before by Thefeus , anfc fuch 
praftices of Healing wpmen were fo common, as Thucy- 
dides 0 informs us, that none durft venture to live near 
the fea-ctetft* The fame Thucydides p tells us, that, as 
Helen was a woman Or extraordinary beauty, her father 
Tyndareus , after recovering her from Thefeus , to prevent a 
fecond rape, obliged all her fuitors, who were moft of 
the princes of Greece , to bind themfelyes by a folemn 
oath to refcue her, in cafe (he (hould be taken from her 
huflband. This done, he gave his daughter free choice of 
a hufband, who preferred 'Menelaus to all the reft. Ac- 
cording to this account, the oath, which fo many princes 
had taken to Tyndareus , was what drew them together, 
and armed them againft the ravi(her and his abettors. To 
which we may add the great power of Agamemnon , brother 
to the injufed Menelaus , who, as he was by far the moft 
patent prince of all Greece , fo he had, without all doubt, ’ 
a great influence over the reft of his countrymen. But, 
be that as it will, war againft Troy was determined in a 
general aflembly of all the princes of Greece 5 and this 
was the firft enterprize the Greeks ever undertook with 
common confent. Before the aflembly broke up, Aga- 
memnon was appointed commander in chief of the whole 
army ; AZgium, a city in Beloponnefus , was fixed upon 
for the place of the general rendezvous ; and each prince, 
as Greece was at that time divided into endlefs dyriafties, 
injoined to fend his quota of troops and (hips. 

The beft and moft, rational account w,e have of this 
great war, is that which we gather from Homer , whofe 
inimitable performance ought not to be regarded is a mere 
fidion, or the refult of* a poetical imagination, but as a 
rich fund of the moft antient hiftory of Greece . The 
known rules of epic poetry fuppofe the truth of the 
hiftory, though they admit of its being embellifibed witl> 
poetical fi$ions. So that if we h|d no other monu* 
ments of antiquity to convince us of the Trojan war, and 
the taking of that city by the Greeks , yet we could 

0 Thvcyd. I. i, * Idem ibid. p. 6, ’ 
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notqueftion the truth of the fail. But' moft' of 
rical events related by Homer , are atteftcd and coo 5 rmed 
by the moft creditable hiftorians, and by all the monu- 
ments of antiquity, namely, hy the Aruhdelian marbles. 

We muft therefore carefully diftinguifh in Hwww’&.warks 
what is hifiorical from what is toerely fidlitious. He de- 
fcribes'the ftate of Greece at that time, and inform# us, 
that it was divided into a great many dynaftle? ; that 
Agamemnon king of Mycena, Sicyen, and Corirjh, was 
the moft powerful prince of all Greece., tha^“he was ap- " 
pointed to command in chief ; he ^numerates and names 
the feveral hations and princes that fided with the Trojans % 
he gives us an infight into the art of war prafUfed in that 
age ; difclofes the laws and religion of the Greeks 5 gives 
us the character of their leaders ; deferibes the fituation 
of their country and cities, lAc. all which arq purely 
hiftorical j fo that Homer's poems may defervedly be con- 
fidered as the moft antient hiftory of the Greeks , whole 
earlier ages are buried in oblivion, for want of fuch a 
writer to tranfmit their adljons to pofterity (0). 

The number of {hips employed by the Greeks in this Number of 
expedition, according to Euripides, Lycopbron, and Virgil , the Jhips 
amounted to 1000 $ Hewer enumerates 1186; but Thu- and men 
cydides 9 raifes the number to 1200. The Bceotian fliips,/^ a- 
that were' the largeft, carried 120 men each ; thofe of then’ll 1 1 
Philo£feta were the fmalleft, and eafch manned with 50 jTroy.* 
every man, the commanders excepted, was both a mari- 
ner and a foldier ; fo that, fuppofing the fleet tq have been 
of 1200 fail, as Thucydides affirms, and the ftups to haye 
carried one with another 85 men, we ftiall find the Greek 
army to have been 102,000 men ftrong ; no great force, 

1 Lib. i. p. 8. 

(O) Dion Chryfofiom (19), elfewhere (20) disproves what 
in an oration addreffed to the he endeavours to prove here. 
trojans, attempts to prove the And truly thefiege and taking 
fiege and reduftion of Troy by of Troy are traniaftions fo well 
the Greeks to be an errant fa- attdied, and have left fuch a 
Jile, without any foundation of remarkable epochain hiltory, 
truth. But his performance is that no man of fenfe will call 
generally looked upon*only as them in queltion. 
a witty effay, fince the author 

(195 Oust, xi. IUi-i ivwjwaj, ft 8»J< A 
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confidering, that all the powers of Greece , except the 
Acarnane's alone % were engaged in this war. The Greeks^ 
as ThAcydides obfervcs, could have raifed a far more pow- 
erful army, but were afraid of being diftreffed for pro- 
vifions in a foreign country \ Againft,this army the 
city of Troy held out tep years ; but the Trojans , as 
Homer makes Agamemnon fay, were not the tenth of 
the enemies which the Greeks had to contend with $ fpr 
all Phrygia , Lycia , Myfia 9 and the greateft part of Afta 
Minor , with the Trojans , Rhefus , king of Thrace , 

marched at *he head of a confiderable body to their affift- 
ance j and Memnon , f as we have faid, joined them with 
20,000 Ajfyrians and Ethiopians . Wherefore the Greeks , 
forefeeing the rgfiftance they were likely to meet with, 
and how dear it would coft them to carry their point by 
dint of arms, before they Began any hoftilities, fent Afi?- 
and Ulyjfes embafl'adors to Troy to demand Helen 9 
and the treafures which Paris had carried off with her $ 
hoping that the fame of the vaft preparations, whjch they 
had made, might frighten the Trojans into a compliance 
with fo equitable a demand. What anlwer was returned 
to the embafladors we know not j but it is certain, that 
they returned without Helena , and highly diffatisfied with 
their reception at 7 roy> 

Helen, ac- Herodotus l , upon a tradition that prevailed among 
cording to the priefts of Egypt r feems inclined to believe, that Helen 
jonte> taken W as taken from Paris before he could reach Troy . The 
from Paris tradition, as Herodotus , who learnt it of thepriefts them- 
lefore be felvcs, informs us, amounts to this : Paris , on his return 
reached w jth Helen , was, by ftrefs of weather, driven on the 

Troy. coaft of Egypt, and forced to put it at Tarichia , on the 

Canopian mouth of the Nile . Here fome flaves of Paris** 
retinue, taking fanfluary in a temple of Hercules , which 
flood on the fhore, informed againft their matter, aggra- 
vating before the governor of the province, by name 
€ Il)onis 9 the injury which he had done to Menelaus . 
Thonis laid the wholejnatter before Proteus , at that time 
king^of Egypt \ who, finding, upon examination, thede- 
pofiticn of the flaves to be true, detained Helen , and the 
treafures that had Ijeen taken with her, in order to reflorf 
them to Menelaus \ but commanded Paris, after having’ 
feverely reprimanded him for his crime, to depart the- 

* Justin, 1 . xviii. 1 Ubi fupra, * Lib. ii. c. 1 13, & feqq. 
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kingdom within the term of three f day*, on pain of being 
treated as an enemy. The Egyptian pr lefts add* that* 
when the Greeks fent embaftadors to demand Helen, and 
her riches, the Trojan* protefted, that they were not. in 
their power, but in the hands of Proteas king of. Egypt ; 
which the Greeks looking upon as a mere Shift to put 
thefh <>ff, began the war but at laft, after taking the 
town, as Helena no-where appeared, and the Trojans 
perfifted in their former proteftations, the Greeks began to 
believe them, and fent Menelaus into Egypt* where he 
was kindly entertained by Proteus J and hat f his wife re-» 
ftored to him, without any injury* done to her perfon or 
goods. Thefe things the Egyptian priefts aflured Hero - 
dotus that they knew for certain, as they had happened 
in Egypt* and had been handed down to them from thofe, 
who had converfed with Menelaus himfelf. Herodotus 
produces one argument, of no (mail weight, to provl the 
truth of this tradition ; viz . that if it had been in king 
Priam's $0 wer to reftore Helen , he would certainly have 
done it, rather than fuffer the unfpeakable calamities that 
befel his family, his kingdom, and himfelf, during the 
cojyfe of the war. How great foever his tendernefs to 
Paris might have been, yet it could not be proof againft 
fo many misfortunes. , Homer feems not to have been 
ignorant of the tradition of' the Egyptian priefts ; for he 
mentions Paris and Helen's arrival in Egypt and fays, 
tint Menelaus went thither before he returned home to 
Sparta , which voyage it is not likely he undertook at 
that time for pleafure. f Neverthelefs Homer , and with 
him all the Greek poets (after whom*the Latins have 
copied), except Euripides, fupprefs the circumftance of 
Helen's not being in Troy, as too favourable to the Trojan 
caufe. But, whether the Ttojam would not, or could nor, 
reftote her, tlje embaffadors, on # thcir return, highly 
complained of the treatment they had met with; and with 
their complaints fo incenfed their countrymen, that they 
refolved, without further delay, tQ ^>ur to fea, and carry 
fire and fword into the enemy's country (P). They 
. fteered 


(P) Cakhas a famous footh- 
feyer, without whofe advice 
and approbation nothing was 
undertaken by the Greeks during 
the war, declared, that the 


goddefs Diana oppofed thei^ 
paflage with contrary winds ; 
and that fhe was to be appeafed 
with a victim of no Imager note 
than Iphigenia daughter to^** 
memnon . 


m 
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fteered to the coaft’of Trias, where, on their fending, 
they met with fo warm a reception, that they began to 
be fenfible of the difficulty of tne ehtefpifee. Ih tie firft 
encounter they loft PnieJHm, who Was flam by Hec- 
The tor , and many others of le’fs note. However, they' 

Greeks gained ground enough to encamp on. But what moft 

land m of all retarded their progtefs was want of proviffons, 

Troas. which daily increaftd, and Was owing partly to their num- 

bers, partly to the fmdlnefs of their veffels, which, as 
the building of Blips c with dedcs was not then introduced, 
could hot carry fuch tfores of provffionsas'were neceffary 
to fupply the army. Wherefore they were 1 obliged to 
divide their forces, fending part of them to cultivate the 
ground in the Thracian Ch'erfoncfus, and part to rove 
about the feas for the relief of the camp. All writers 
whether poets or hiftorians, agree, that the Greeks em- 
ployed the tuft eight or nine years in fcouring the feas 
pillaging the coafts, and reducing fuch cities and illands 
as lidcd with the Trojans. Hence, in the poets,' we read* 
of many towns taken, iflands plundered, ftrong-holds 
rafed, and numbers of people carried into captivity by 
Achilles, whom die army could not well have Mrti 
had there beat any fervice of importance to be performed 
before Troy (Qj. 

At 


memnon . The goddefs, fay the 
poets, was incenfedagainithim 
for having killed py chance one 
of her flags ; but, after al), pi- 
tying the innocent young virgin, 
fiie prevented fo horrid a facri- 
fice by putting an hind in her 
room. Some writer* are of 
©pinion, as we have obferved 
elfewhere {20), that the fable 
of the facrifice of Jpbigrya had 
its birth ffom Jephtha' s lacri- 
ficing his daughter. 

( <1 ) Ovid fays, thatj from 
the firli year to the tenth, there 
was no fighting at afl ; and He- 
ivdotus tells us, that the 


did not fit down before Troy 
till the tenth year, contenting 
thetiifelves with laying wafte 
the enemy's country, and block- 
ing up thetcity. Homer (21) 
introduces king Priam fitting 
on an high tower, and there 
learning of Helen the names of 
the Greek commanders who ap- 
peared in the field on the tenth 
year; for which fidion, allow- 
ing it to be fuch, there would 
have been no room, had the 
Greeks been encamped under 
the walls of Troy for ten years 
together. The only thing 
Wherein authors differ as to 


(2o) Sec b'fjit, p> 23 , in tbcvst:j. (at) Iliad, i& 
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At Uft the feveral fmall parties, that had been di* 
fperfed up and down the neighbouring countries and iflands, 
being joined in one body, and great ltore of provifions 
brought into the Camp, they approached the city with a 
defign to exert their utmoft efforts, and put an end to fo 
tedious a war. But by this time the Trojans had been 
reinforced 1 with confiderable bodies both of mercenaries 
and allies, infomuch that, when the Greeks fiifi invefted 
the town, Heitor attacked them at the head of an army 
Scarce inferior to theirs in number. The Grech ha '3 not^ j 
been long before the city, when a p?ague broke out W; n 
their camp, which Homer fays was lent by Apolh, bccaufc*(j rec j an 
Agamemnon refufed to releafe the daughter of one of his f ^ w ^ k 
priefts ; but Heraclides on this paflage informs us, that it 
was occafioncd by the violent heats, and ptfftilentious va- 
pours railed by the fun, the Greeks being encamped 
among fens and marflies. The p]aguc was followed by a Quarrel 
quarrel between Agamemnon and Achilles ; for Agamemnon , he tween 
being obliged by the foothfaytr Calchas to return his fair Achilles 
captive to her father, a pcieft of Apollo, to appeafe that W Aga~ 
revengeful deity, took Brifcis in her room, who, in thememnon. 
divifwn of the booty, had fallen to Achilles. This aff ront 
* jIcIhIIw revenged by withdrawing his forces, and retiring 
with them on board his veflels. In his abfence feveral 
battles were fought with great {laughter on both fidcs, 
the vidofy generally inclining to the Trojans . In one of 
thefe Patroclus was flain by He hi or ; but his death was 
not lov-g unrevenged, for Achilles , returning to the camp, 
put the Trojans to flight, and revenged the death of his 
friend by killing Htttor himfelf. Achilles did not long 
outlive him, being flain by Paris, Thus fell many oOl fany 
the chief leaders on both Tides, but the Greeks at laff car- the leaders 
ried the city; whether by force, ftratagem, or treachery, killed on 
is uncertain. All writers agiee, that it was taken b) hath fries , 
night : fome fay, that Alneas and Anterior, who com- 
manded the Dardanians , feeing that Priam would hearken 
-To no terms, even after the death* of Heitor and Paris % 

m th* particular i% that fome, while othus tell us, that a con- 
wfth Thucydides (22}, fay, that fidmble body of troops was 
the whole army was employed encamped the whole time be* 
ix fabdtung the Trojan allies ; fore Troy , 


(22) Ijb, i.f. 9. 
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concluded a feparate peace with the Greeks , betraying the 
city into their hands. The poets tell us, that it was 
taKen by the contrivance of a wooden horfe, which fabje 
fome think to have its birth from the Greeks entering the 
city by the Scaan gate, over which was the pi&ure -or 
ftatue of an horfe. Perhaps they entered the town through 
a breach made in the wall by fome wooden engine, called 
an horfe, and in the nature of that which the Romans in 
after-ages made ufe of to batter the walls, and from its 
fhapE called a ram . Be that as it will, the Greeks , 
having at*laft mattered the city, praiiifed all the cruelties 
and abominations 'which a cruel, hungry, and enraged 
enemy can be guilty of. The city was laid in afhes, and 
fuch of the inhabitants as had not time to fave themfelves 
by flight, were cither put to the fword without diftinftion 
Troy of fex or age, or carried by the conqueror into captivity. 
taken . And thus ended the kingdom of Troy 9 after having ftood 
Year of f r0 m Teucer to Priam 296 years, according to the com- 
the flood mon computation. This city is faid to have*been taken 
11 ^ 4 - the 24th day of the month Thargelion^ or April, 1184 
Eef. ^vhr.y ear$ £ e f ore (Jhrift, and 408 before the firft Olympiad. 
11,4 t he Q ree ^ h av i n g at laft put an end to th^war, 
divided the booty, and put to fea, in order to return to* 
tunes of ^ ie * r rcfpe£live homes ; but met with many adventures, 
/^Greeks man y °f t * lcm being driven on far diftant coafts. Mne- 
after the Jtheus king of Athens died at Melos . Teucer the fon of 
taking of Telamon fettled in Cyprus , where he built a city, calling * 
the city, it Salamis , from the chief city of his own country which 
bore that name. Agapenor , who commanded the Arca- 
dians , built in the fame ifland the city of Paphos . Pyr« 
thus the fon of Achilles fettled in Epirus , and there built 
Ephyra . Ajax the fon of 0 ileus was loft. Some of the 
Locrians were driven on the coafts of Afric y others to 
Jtaly , whereof all the eaft part was called Magna Gracia , 
by reafon of the many towns built there by the Greeks. 
Many, who got fafe home, were obliged to put to fea 
again, as Thucydides informs us u , in queft of new feats," 
others having feized their territories, and ufurped the* 
fovereignty, during their abfence, Agamemnon andj>is # 
brother Menelaus fell out, when they were upon the point 
of weighing anchor to return home $ and their quarrel 
divided the whole fleet, fome failing with Menelaus to the 
ifland of Tcncdos 3 and others remaining with Agamemmi ? 
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on the coafts of Treat. Thofe who followed Menelaus, 

Hof agreeing among themfelves, parted, each holding his 
own courfe homewards* Agamemnon arrived fafeatTk/j* 
tena, where he was, foon after his arrival, murdered by 
Kis wife Clytemneftra ; but his fon Orejles revenged his 
death # by the murder of Clytemncjlra , of Mgijihus her 
gallant, %nd of Helen their daughter ; for which murders 
he was tried and acquitted by the Areopagus. The ad* 
ventures of UlyJTes are related by IJomer in a fabulous 
manner ; but wnat may have fome foundation ki hTftory, 
is, that fome years patted before he g&t home. • The ad- 
ventures of the other Greeks are lefs TcnOwn ; but upon 
the whole it appears, that this war proved no lefs fatal to 
the conquerors than to the conquered. 

As for the Trojans , . thofe who efcaped the general And of the 
flaughter, feeing their country utterly ruined, took theirTrojans. 
meafures accordingly, and fettled.in diftant regions. An- 
tenor^ as we have (aid already, eftabliftied himfeif in Italy + 
and founded the nation of the Hetieti . Helenus , one of 
Priam’s fons, fettled in Macedonia , where he built the 
city of Ilium . Some fay, that, during the fiegc, he went 
over Vo the Greeks , and fhewed them in what manner 
*they might eafily matter the city. 

As to /Eneas, all the Roman writers atture us, that hc/E nea ^ 
fettled in Italy , and there founded the kingdom of Aiba+ 

From him the C&fars affe&ed to derive their pedigree, 
as the other Romans did theirs from the Trojans who ac- 
companied him. Livy alone feems to betray fome fort 
of doubt as to this particular, infinuating, with a great 
deal of referve, that he has not fufficient grounds either to 
admit or reje& the common opinion. Rut, notwithftand* 
ing the unanimous confent of the Latins , there are not 
wanting arguments of great weight, which the learned 
Bocbart w has carefully collected, to«evince the arrival of 
/Eneas in Italy to be a mere fable (R). 

The 

v Bochart. eplft. utrum iEneas unquam fuit in Italia. 

■ • 

f|l) In the firll place, this in Phrygia ; for he introduces 
opinion k dircftly oppofite to Neptune , whom he reprefents 
that of Homer (23), who flip- favourable to JEneas on all oc- 
pofes JEneas to have remained cafions, and averfe from Priam , 

(23) Iliad . xx. 
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The city of Troy being utterly ruined, and mart of 
the inhabitants of Troas put to the fword, feme writers 
tell "us, that the neighbouring Phrygians and Lydians 
polleHing themfelves oi that country, fettled there ; and 


and his whole race, alluring 
him, that he, and his poilerity, 
Ihould reign over the Trojans ; 
wnich-thf^ poet would never 
have done,,, had he net known 
that JEneas, and his poller ity, 
had reigned, or were aftually 
reigning, in his time. It is 
the cultom of poets to intro* 
duce their deities or prophets 
telling beforehand, that fuch 
things will happen, as the poet 
knows to have already happen- 
ed ; but no poet ever made 
them utter fuch things, as he 
knew neither did nor could 
happen, which would be Ho- 
mer's cafe, if JEneas had not 
reigned in Phrygia. To this 
argument fome anfwer, that 
JEneas, after fettling a colony 
in Italy , returned to Phrygia , 
and reigned over the few Phry- 
gians, that outlived the de- 
ltru&ion of their country. As 
this anfwer has no manner of 
foundation in hiliory, it is 
fcarce worth refuting Diony- 
Jius Halicarnaffenjis (24) is of 
opinion, thrt Neptune* or ra- 
ther Homer , meant only, that 
JEneas was to reign over fuch 
Phrygians as accompanied him, 
or over a Phrygian colony. 
But this is no more than what 
happened to Antenor , Acejles , 
Capys, Helenas , and . others ; 
whereas the poe t*s intent is to 
mak tKeptune dilWngu'&JEneas 
from the other Phrygians by 


, that 

fome particular malks "of his 
favour. Befides, the words of 
Venus , in the hyn*n which is 
generally aferibed to Homer, 
€■' T fxkussv ayct'Z&i, are capa- 
ble of no other fenfe, but that 
JSneas fhall reign in the coun- 
try of the Trojans ; and in this 
fenfe they arc underftood by 
Strabo (25), who tells u a in 
exprefs terms, that JEneas re- 
mained in the country of the 
Trojans ; that, the family of 
* Priam being extinCk the crown 
fell to him, and was by him 
transmitted to pofterity. Eu- 
fiathius thinks (26), that^when 
Homer introduces Neptune pro- * 
miiing to JEneas, that he, and 
his poilerity, Ihould reign ov^r 
the Trojans , the poet, by the 
Trojans , meant the Romans ; 
and becaufe it might be ob- 
jected, that Homer conWhsLVC 
no knowlege of the Romans , 
being dead long before the 
foundation of Rome, he adds, 
that Homer had either feen the 
oracles of the fihyls, which der 
rive the Reman princes from 
JEneas , or had himfelf foreseen, 
as molt poets are endowed with 
the gift of prophecy, that the 
Romans were to defeend /rom 
JEneas , and be mailers of the 
world. But, as to the book: of' 
the Jibyls, Homer certainly ne- 
ver did, nor could ,Ue them ; 
for they were forged, as fevc- 
ral writers have demonft rated. 


(H) HR \ 
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that Troas from that time began to be galled Phrygia ; 
others are of opinion that JEneas, having gathered to- 
gether the fcattered remains of the Trojans, rebuilt the 
city ; and that his dependents, and the dependents of 
Heftor, reigned there till the country was fubdued by the 
! Lydians , who became fo powerful, as to over-run all Afia 
Minbr. If the Trojans had any kings of their own alter 
their city was deftroyed by the Greeks , they tnuft needs 
have made but a verv indifferent figure, fince.th^y* arc 
not fo much as named in hiftory* 

above a thoufand years after HeSlor, and Afcanitts the fon cf 
Homer's time ; and, as to the Atneas ; and adds, that thele 
lpiritof prophecy 3 vjW\c\\ Eujia- two families reigned for many 
tkius is plcafed to beftow upon years la tha* city ; and that the 
poets everyone fees/ that it monarchical form of govern- 
has not the lead appearance of ment being firft changed into an 
truth. To the authority of oligarchy, and afterwards into 
Homer we may add that of a democracy, ncverthelefs fuch 
Agathacles Cyzien/ts, quoted by as were depended from thefe 
Feftu (2 7), who cites many au- two families were dill honour- 
thors affirming AZneas to have ed with the title of lungs. To 
been buried in the city of Be- thefe authorities Bochart (2S) 
reeynthia by the river Nolos adds two arguments of no final! 
(or, as others read, Callus ), weight, namely, that the chief 
not far from Troy. Stephanas deities of thi* antient Trojans , 
informs us, that the city ofdf- yh. Venus, Apollo , Cybde.kc* 
cania in Phrygia was built by . were for a long time quite un- 
Afcanius the fon of AEneas, known to tlvc Romans ; and that 
wherein he grees with Nicolaus there is not the lead fimilitude 
Damafcenus. Mela tells us, imaginable between the antient 
that the city of Antandrus was Phrygian and Roman language ; 
{p called, bccaufe Afcaniu$,\vho which he proves by producing 
reigned there, being taken by the few Phrygian words that 
the Pelafgi , yielded this city have been tranfmitted to us. 
to them for his ranfom. HeU This however is no exception 
l aniens , in his Troua, makes to Virgil's divine and ini- 
~*AEneas fly into Thrace, and from mitajde AEneid ; for he ad- 
thence to Pallent ; but, as to vances nothing but what was 
AJcanius, he fays, that he re- vouched by all the hiftorians, 
•rained in Traas, and reigned orator*, antiquaries, critics, and 
J there. Strabo allures us, that poets, who had flourilhed be- 
the iMty of Scepjis, in former fore him. Neither is it the 
times Yituate near Troy , was duty of a poet to contradift an 
removed from thence fix ry fur- opinion, which a whole na- 
longs by Scamander the fou of tion holds for indubitable, 

(27) Fejlui vac RofhJ. (a8 / VI > fap r o. 

The End of the Fc irih Vox u m e. 









